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HEN the CND “Campaign for
Nuclear Disarmament’ was
launched in 1958 its first (and only)
chairman, Canon Collins, declared
al a Press conference that what they
were proposing was “a short, virile
and successful campaign to rid
Britain of nuclear weapons™. CND
has done much valuable work in
enlightening probably millions of
people in this country and through-
out the world of the consequences
of nuclear war; and has. unwittingly
given birth to all kinds of move-
ments of dissent, the importance of
which will probably only be fully
appreciated and realised. long after
CND has ceased to exist. Bul when
all this is said, CND as such has
failed as the pressure group it was
intended to be. The “short, virile
and successful campaign™ has be-
come a long-drawn-out, impressive
but impotent, annual march between
Aldermaston and London, a pleas-
ant enough way of spending the

GN

Easter

holidays in informal and

‘classless™ company, with more than
the normal kind of friendliness that
one meets. for instance, at meetings

(AL least 1t

Pest Two

of the committed Left.
was, for during the
marches the participation of, in par
ticular, the Communist Party
deprived it of much of its apolitical
spontaneity).

CND was bound to fail because
of the means by which it hoped to
achieve its objectives. And after
siX years it is clear that the leaders
have not learned very much. or are
unwilling to learn. from their exper
ience. Canon Collins is guoted in
last Sunday’s Citizen as saying

My own special disappointment is

|'I‘:'\

that we are al P’"‘h\cm Uxeﬂing little et
ical influence.

3} has (o find & Way of m ‘L‘nﬂ
¢ take us seriously as a political

solitician
1ent.

¢ the second Aldérmaston march
both sides woke up i@ the idea that we
a political force and could influ-
Now they dre beginning

ence’ elections.
to doubt thal.

[o this lament Pavid Boulton.
editor of the CND'sonthly Sanity
added these interestifig remarks:

“This is true. The real division in
CND is between long=term and short-
term aims. Some of US want to forge
v new kind of political influence for the
mid-60's. Canon Collin§ is more for
political expediency. 3

Not only has Collll_lg_'not learned
very much but suffers*from wishful

o

Subtopia Unlimited

E government’s proposals for the
dev&lopment of South-east England,
omlmud in the Study and White Paper
blished last week: gwe us a gllmp*:c

whole em,phasls of the pmposals is on
more. More people, more businesses,
more vacuous housing estates, more
regimentation, more motor-ways, speed,
noise and ugliness and of course more
profits—particularly for landowners and
property developers. It is envisaged that
by 1981 the South-east corner of England
will contain 20% more people, three new
cities and that many existing towns will
be greatly expanded. The inner areas
of London’s green belt are to be nibbled
at but the government claims that the
loss will be more than offset by extend-
ing the belt's outer circumference. Ob-
viously an attempt to hide the fact that
the total area of countryside in the
South-east will decrease.

It is also believed that the anticipated
population increase of 20% will prove,
by 1981, to be an under-esumate popula-
tion growlh being one of the things
. the state does not closely control—
It is alw anhmpawd Lhal a.tter

and civic developmem will
t an even faster rate than before

{ present trends continue (and why
there is no reason why
the South-uat of England

cucls of growt‘ri lnadmg o furth

regimented beetle-men scuttle around in
hectic, futile. unending pursuit of mater-
1al powu\iwh and All 1o the
sound of the III"IL,IH}: of cash regisiers.

status.

growih over the whole Sauth-east. Yet
in the next breath they admit that office
develnprnem and employment will con-
tinue to expand within the City of
London. They also maintain that their
plans for the South-east are quite
separate from their declared policy of
channelling economic growth from the
South-east to under-developed areas
such as the North-east and Scotland.

And next they state that population will
be drawn from these areas to swell the
expansion in the South-east.

The real reasons for the proposed
development and expansion in the South-
east are of course economic. An
enormous consumer market, good ports
and nearness to the continent (especiallly
when the Channel funnel is buill).
The real reason why economic expansion
is occurring at all (irwspeclwc of the
Jocale) and will continue into the fore-
seeable future is quite simple. It is
that industry (whether private capitalist
or slate capitalist it is all the same)
MUST produce and expand at an ever
acceleraling rate if it is to thrive
financially. It cannot mark lime,
there will never be a day when we all
sit back and take it easy and simply
enjoy the producls that modern tech-
nology has mage available. Production

and consumption must continually ex-

pand else slump will occur. Vance
Packard considers that the day will come

‘when factories will be built on the
edges of cliffs and that the goods pro-

be tipped straight into the
ie 1o the inability of the people to
the vast amounts produced™*

per hour for worke

.workers are noi

countries is
for them-

in the more prosperd
continually demanding’ more
selves. ]

Modern upltahsm 1
expression  of the
hunger of the majority!
of all classes. ]
more from it will on

the practical
nd power
e people—
demanding
it thrive;

never cause it to tupi its dpposite
Mo __--__'5|.'[1hfng. i
malerial

ROBINSON.
*SEE “The Waste Makers” by Vance
Packard. Pelican Books, 4s. 6d.

Exhiition Workers Take Action

Building and other allied trades work-
ers in the exhibition j'ndum-y have rates
of pay and conditions which are in
advance of those of ff- fellow workers
on the sites. Last they achieved
the 40-hour week and the craftsmen’s
present rate of 7/74dr an hour com-
pared with the 42-hour week and 6/3d.
sites.
been won be-
dustry is 100%
ine for exhi-
e workers the
r conditions,
as the spear-
g industry,
stry, with the
7 exhlblllons.

These conditions
cause the Exhibition
trade union and the
bition openings has
strength to win th
which in turn h
head for the actual

The nature of the
rapid succession of
leads to a lot of o
and in fact the uni
the employers ac
that a “reasonable
must be worked b

Unlike the

The anarchiste b
bombs.

pri i d
mndcmns the workmg, prodncmg-.

ave given up their
When will governments?’
JOHN ROBINSON

Iehink

thinking when he suggesis that the
political parties at one stage “woke
up to the idea that they were a
political force and could nfluence
elections”. In this writer’s opinion
the politicians have paid more
attention to the Beatles than they
have to the CND. (Only last week
a with-it Mr. Harold Wilson was
photographed surrounded by the
long haired Beatles: we have yet to
see him in company with the cas-
socked Canon and a group of his
long haired supporters!).

*

PRFSHI RE groups are such by

reason of the power they wield
over the affairs of the community.
The Federation of British Industries
(FBI) is a pressure group (some of
us think it much more than that)
because ils policies can have far-
reaching effects on the lives of mil-
lions of workers as well as on the
financial situation of the nation.
The Trades Unions are, or some
might say. could be, a pressure
group, because they command the
allegiance of key workers who by
withdrawing their labour can
jeopardise the nation’s economy as
wcll as lhrculcni‘ngﬁ the smmg r.,'uo—

Py v

majority to subservience, to “second-
class citizenship”. CND was not a

pressure group in this sense because
it declared from the outset that it

elected stewards, representing 2,000 men.
elected Bro. Savage, a carpenter, as their
chiel convenor.

The forwarding of the credentials to
the chief convenor is usually just a
routine matter, but not this time. Mr.
G. Smith, the general secretary of the
Amalgamated Society of Woodworkers,
refused to issue the credentials. The
position of chief convenor is, by union
and employers agreement, a paid one,
Half of the wages being paid by the
unions and half by the employers. Mr.
G. Smith’s refusal meant that Bro.
Savage was without a job, but workers
al Earls Court collected among them-
selves and paid him two weeks \

Futile to
Vote Labour!

REVIEW of CIVILIAN DEFENGE

DON'T RISK IT?

would only play the game according
to the rules laid down by the politi-
cians. Thus, at the same lime, it
urged people to think for themselves
and rely on the wisdom of the poli-
ticians to use their power in the
interests of the community. The
result of this double think was that
the active, thinking, members of
CND were soon aware of a feeling
of frustration so far as means and
ends were concerned. The first
manifestation — over means — was
expressed with the emergence of the
“Committee of 100" in 1961, with
the sit-down-that-surpassed all ex-
pectations (the ground for which,
was prepared by Swaffham[1959]
Harrington[1960] and  Foulness
[1960]), in which a group of 100
individuals, including “eminent™
citizens, supported by nameless
thousands considered that the legal-
istic means to which CND was com-
mitted would not receive a hearing
in the organs of mass communica-
tions. As Bertrand Russell put it
in a letter to the Press (Feb. 1961):

We have been driven to a policy of
civil disobedience by the lack of repre-
sentation or the misrepresentation of the
policy of unilateralists in the organs of
public information. Broadeasting and
television are practically closed to us.
It is difficult almost impossible, to get
articles or even letters into the daily
papers. Most of the press has gone
over to Authority—possibly in fear of
being otherwise, gobbled up.

But Bertrand Russell as a life-

pé"w _

Wilson or Khruschev
eminence as a mathematician is un-
disputed: his “eminence™ (notoriety)

Continued on page 3
" INDUSTRIAL NOTES

had in fact complied with the employ-
ers in the delays in the negotiations

thereby extending the periods between
the pay increases. The workers in the
exhibition halls are fed-up with these
delays and their union leaders® reluctance

to fight for their demands.
Durmg the wnrk,to—mle; lﬁ
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The Futility of voting | ahour-2

'I‘HE myth has grown up, assiduously

fostered by the chche-mcngcrs that
Labour is the ‘party of peace’. This is
a hollow mockery uttered by the col-
Jaborators in the war coalition govern-
ment of 1941-45 which authorized the
first atom-bomb; the party whose leader
negotiated the Potsdam agreement,
hailed the United Nations set-up, joined
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
continued conscription in peace-time,
carried out research on the hydrogen
bomb and pyramided the national ex-
penditure on armaments until it men-
aced the social services which were
the proud boast of the old-time
‘socialists’.

At the moment there is that ‘darken-
ing of the air with chickens coming
home to roost” which President Roose-
velt spoke of. At the moment Greece
and its ambitions in Cyprus is in all
our minds. The history of the Labour
government with regard to Greece is
typicarl of the double-think of politicians
in power. Britain’s economic with-
drawal from Greece and final departure
were announced within twenty-four
hours of each other by one of those
coincidences which are no coincidence.
Our withdrawal from Greece was occa-
sioned by the economic crisis accen-
tuated by the fuel shortage, this made
it necessary for the US to fill the power-
vacuum. On March 12th, 1947, Presi-
dent Truman recommended to Cangr&ss
that special military and economic assist-
ance amounting to 400 million dollars
should be extended to Greece and Turkey
and proclaimed that “it must be the

policy of the United States to support

free peoples who are resisting attempted

subjugation by anncd minorities or by

‘outside pressures”.

Greece md always been a British

‘client-state’. This was acknowledged
even by Stalin who agreed in October
1944, that Greece (together with Yugo-
slavial) should be in the British ‘sphere
of influence’ in exchange for Stalin’s
sphere of influence in Roumania, Bul-
garia. and Hungary. Churchill noted
with satisfaction that the suppression of
the pro-communist rising in Athens in
1944 passed with “not one word of
reproach from Pravda or izvestia”. In
1946 the Conservative royalist party
(propped up by British support) com-
menced the persecution of left-wing
progressives which has persisted until
today and many, imprisoned at that time
are still in prison. A mild criticism has
been made by the Labour Party of the
repressive measures of the Greek Gov-
ernment which they helped to support!

Ernest Bevin, on the strength of his
involvement in the ‘Jolly George’
episode, established a reputation as a
friend of Russia, he coined the slogan
‘Left understands left’. His whole actions
proved the falsity of this saying. The
division of the world into ‘spheres of
influence’ was the reality and the myth
of the ‘socialist brotherhood' faded be-
fore the necessities of playing at power
politics.

* * *

Among the gifts of Attlee’s socialism
to military strategy was the ‘Briggs plan’
whereby the technique for suppression
of colonial peoples was evolved in
Malaya in 1948 (and used by American
‘advisors’ in Viet-Nam today) This in-
volved isolating peasants in village com-
pounds, cutting them off from their
source of food-supply and isolating them
from the guerillas. The later develop-
ments of destroying jungle coverage with
hormone sprays were refinements added
by the Americans to the English strategy.
That it failed to pamfy Malaya and is
failmg in Viet-Nam is no fault of the
inventor’s sponsors, the Labour govern-
ment.

times of depression the peace move-

ment can all too easily be divided
into {wo camps—compromise or despair.
The fact that a third camp, hope, is
underpopulated and its inhabitants
silent should compel a degree of circum-
spection when attempting a critical
analysis of the civilian defence theory.
A round condemnation of the existing
state of affairs or a conscientious with-
_drawal can be sustained effortlessly and
satisfy the critical faculties but they

prmnde few openings for a break-

hrough to public opinion.

Civilian defence invites the label com-
promm but its advocates clearly see the
virtue in evolving a strategy for the
t which, because it recognises
- felt need for defence and the

Colonialisp; ynder the ld]'!i"lil' ;.z.m_rn
ment was mycHithe same as under any

other "“Uf!rneﬂt' In Malaya repres-
sion, and in ppdonesia and Indo-China
in 1945 British groops and aircraft were

used to maintajpthe status quo. Harold
Laski, then chairman of the Labour
government «J,,ﬂmmccd with the schizoid
aplomb of \wlr:ch only the Labour Party
15 capable, thathe attacks in Indonesia
and Indo-Ching ®#makes the British claim
lo have been engaged in a war for

democracy and ifreedom a hollow mock-
ery: all over Sputh. East Asia”. The
arrest of Nkrgmah and the exile of
Seretse Khama $oth acts which are re-

garded by pra'gressi\e as textbook
examples of [kpﬂcSSIVL colonial imperial-
ism both hmpened under the Labour

L_n\-_“- 1ment.
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The story jgiold of a novelist in
Hollywood whay after seeing sweeping

adaj

ovel, destroying every
vestige of hisforiginal work of art,
finally dug hisiheels in on the expung-
ing of one \erlgencc “What the hell,”
said the scenagie writer, ‘“You've not
objected to tﬁvf other thousands of

changes we made in the scripr. Why
kick so much¥at this one?”

wion of K

“Well,”
said the *ulhur,ﬁdly, “It's the only line
of the nnemal el
It s
aims” of the
tion of Poland s
go: Poland w
heredity enemi
over to anotl
loss of the origi
is no cause for
original war ai
In the same @
ernment collab
setilement of |
Stalin's dominal
borale in the
the Jews to gelSy
dire mcmariesl

of the original
, the libera-
§ one of the first to
wved from one of her
7, and handed
Russia. The

E but it is part of the

hat the Labour Gov-
tt in the post-war
stern Europe under
0 did they colla-
tion of the aim of
‘of Europe with its

-

f a _pragmatic approach
without any finalised
What they do not say

precisely what we are
e True, Adam Roberts
thinks bis | policy would “probably

zas bases, and régimes
ce”. Ame Naess wants
gian “independence and
. our lives within our
and cultures against
eg the Soviet Union.
ely quahﬁed to eom-

doubt, has its good
/e turn our attention to
r of questions arise.
d with a fair amount
¢k it up that this is a
violence; or has some

gets in! Is it not
-any community of

e governed. the haves
the military and civi-
a nation stater with a
dled with privilege at
rd of oppression

Arguments de-
certain illusions of
t only unconvineing but
for revolutionary
. undly ‘revolution-

fectly fit client a religion which

and pogroms. This second
original piece of the
1939-45 war.

Ernest Bevin exercised Britain's man-
date in Palestine,
illegal immigrants and interning
Cyprus. This
failed and led to the terrorism of the
fanatical Zionists. One
Bevin's policy had it been an
to harmonize the

people

being the
scenario for the

rul:icl'm;_:
them in

naturally

relentlessly v

policy quite

could respect
attempt
needs of the Jewish
and of the indigenous Arabs, but
it carried in y-handed applica-
stigma of appeasement of the
absolute failure to
needs of the Jewish
place in a

only

its heav
lion the
Arab
understand the
people for a home and

world which had hitherto
them. When this policy failed,
wing to US support of Pales-
insition to Israel, the recognition
gratitude. Mr.

bloc and an

perse-

cuted

reaped no

not know how to win friends
uence peopie.
VT Bevin {ailed s} ippease  Dr.
1 deq of Persia when he wished to
take over the 1 01l interests. How-

ever Mr. Be vas firm in repulsing

Russia's L in  Persia. Mr

Bevin also » convince Egypt of

his pacific inten s laid the foun-
yil

sis with which the

dation of the

Labour Party is overfond of saddling the
Tories with complete responsibility. In
1947 Ej i to the United
Nations 1S maintaning
troops i Loy he will of the
people. Labour Britain replied that she
based her rights on the 1936 treaty

ad nine years (i.e. till 1955)

ypt’'s complaint to the

which still |
LO rumn. l

Security Counc d was effectively nulli-
fied by the machinery set up for the
purpose of pe lizing the smaller

nations.

The first £55ay

kmanship® by
hlessly fol-

Ameri-

‘brir

the great pos
lowed by Britain, g on to
ca’s coat-tails, in the ‘chicken’ exercise
of the Berlin air-lift. It was not until
the Korean War broke out in June 1950
that Britain's Labour government parti-
cipated in a real live war with real
British deaths. True, it was on behalf
of the United Nations but it was only
that by accident, Russia was absent
when UN decided to embark upon this
‘police operation’ which dragged on for
three vyears, utterly destroying the

believes that the upholders of the sratus
quo will be any more amenable to revo-
lutionary changes in the highly cherished
institutions of defence and war than to
revolution itself. Jerome Frank is much
nearer the mark when he says “Accept-
ance of non-violence by Western nations
would require changes in attitude and
values of the magnitude of a religious
conversion of an individual or of a
major revolution inside a country.”
Adam Roberts, however, adopts a way-
out position in insisting that “a non-
violent defence policy could be adopted
without any major alteration in the
social structure.” Even the Hon. Alas-
tair Buchan, Director of the Institute for
Strategic Studies, in his excellent preface
states he is in serious disagreement with
this view.

The basic weakness of the pamphlet
lies in what it leaves out. It would have
been much easier to judge the relevance
of the idea had a section been included
which dealt with measures to be taken
for the introduction of civilian defence
in Britain now and, if the miracle
occurred, how it would operate.

“Its strategy and tactics have yet to
be worked out”. Precisely. Speaking
of the United States, Jerome Frank says
that military occupation is a remote
possibility. So it is, although govern-
ments, for their own purposes, would
try to convince the peoples otherwise.
Are we (o join in the pretence and base
the whole strategy of the peace move-
ment on “a remote possibility”? There
is here something of a parallel with the
Christian Scientist who sells the per-
will
cure his ailments when he has canmq-
md thm: It | ;l!:tt ~down

FREEDOM
Korea,
of the war leaving it
1d exhausted. The Agent-Gene-
the United Nations® reconstriic-
I\\ testified, I doubt that ever

of the world since perhaps
g of Carthage has there been
complete destruction as has oceur-
red in Korea™”. General MacArthur ad-
mitted that Korea was “pretty well des-
troved”. So much for the first of the
UNO

This unhappy chronicle of failure in
international surpassed
by the sad saga of home affairs. With
Ben Smith succeeded by John Strachey,
Ellis Smith resigning under Stafford
Cripps, Dalton resigning under the
scandal of a Budget Leak and Cripps
succeeding. /fiim, the resignations of
Bevan, Wilson and Freeman, and the
Lyensky Tribunal leaving a bad smell
almost as bad as the Profumo affair,
scandals. The brilliant re-
Hartley Shawcross (whatever
him?) “We are the masters
at the moment—and not only for the
moment, but for a very long time to
Bevan’s inspired invective, “The
But why
repeat the

economy, life, and
the ‘beneficiary’

society ol

divided ar
ral of

hon a

such

wars!

affairs was only

but no sex
partee of

became of

come’’,
Tories are lower than vermin.
Indeed, why

go on?

whole sad sorry story by voting Labour
1ga1n.
I'he Labour Government of 1945-1951

was perhaps no worse than any other
government but in view of its promise
and powers its failure was lamentable.
Even.in 1946 Herbert Morrison said
“The Government has gone as far Left
as is consistent with sound reason and
national interest”. The FEconomist, no
friend of Labour said, “A Socialist Gov-
ernment with a clear parliamentary
majorily might well have been expected

to go several steps (urther”. The last
word must rest with Anthony Howard
of the New Statesman (in his essay in

The Age of Austerity, Hodder and
Stoughton, 1963, from which some of
the background material to these articles
was drawn). “Far from introducing a
‘social revolution’ the overwhelming

Labour victory of 1945 brought about
the greatest restoration of (raditional
social values since 1660”. Voting, any-

one? Jack ROBINSON,
[Further articles on Conservatives, Conis
munists, Trotskyists and Flat Earthers
to follow].

protection against an all-out nuclear
attack—this is particularly true in
Britain—civilian defence does not really
give any help. Its effectiveness is more
convincing against the threat of invas-
ion and therefore as a strategy it is more
likely to elicit a response in Central
Europe. Even then, with the present
military balance of terror, it is hard to
imagine a conventional conflict in
Europe not degenerating into a nuclear
flare-up. All in all the whole concept
offers little at the point of access to
public consciousness, the danger of
nuclear war.

The message the peace movement has
been trying to deliver is that disarma-
ment itself is a reasonably effective way
of lessening that danger. Disarmament
is considered the first line of civilian
defence by these writers, but why should
they suppose that the Government and
the interests behind it which have been
consistently opposed to disarmament
should suddenly change their minds?
The vehemence with which the Govern-
ment has clung to its right to arm itself
to the teeth and to suppress any opposi-
tion has led most of us to believe
that it is not fundamentally interested
in defence in its most basic sense but
in armed defence which has the advan-
tages of substituting a mythical enemy
for the real one and preserving an
industry which has always been a main-
stay of capitalist economy.
like these are expressed within the peace
movement it really begins to appear that
the Holy ‘War has been more effective
in covering up the cracks in the structure
of the modern State than we .had

imagined. My own conclusion would ‘_
be that civilian defence starts here and
now with resistance to war preparations,

for, as Gene Sharp states, “the
threats to fmedom today m not pn
5 e The
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Continued from page |
as far as the gulter press is con
cerned rests on hi il |
ground which contrasts vi
with his rali l anti-militarist
(first world ly) and moral
attitudes. And ire the first
recognise the importance ol his co

tribution to the breaking down of

religious and moral prejudices. But
like so many pioneers in the struggle
against religious and moral obscur
antism, Russell, in politics, is an
autocrat, a believer in the mosi
centralised form of goyvernment
(world government), and therefore
clearly, in 1961 when he led the
sit-down to Whitehall at most he
had to be u:urm.i(lcml a reluctant
rebel but never a olutionary,
And those who found themselves
seduced by this persuasive and

cogent old man may have had thei
illusions shattered by his “Penguins™
on Has Man a Future? (his apologia
for world government) Un-
armed Victory a pathetic collection
of epistolatory exchanges which he
had with the newsworthy politicians
of the day, in a futile attempt to in-
fluence the top-level politicians, and
i the vain hope that his words of
conciliation might establish a niche
for him in the political annals of
our time. The fact is that it was
not long before Russell resigned

J from the Committee of 100 and the

- next we heard from him Gmn \
of press hand-outs, that H), were
details of the “Bertrand Russell
Foundation”, a swish sel-up with a
swish brochure and a sister organ-
isation in the United States. un
limited patronage—financial and
political—to ensure its independent
existence. Another pressure group
with its own potential means of
mass communicalions, resedrch, etc.,
and prominent among its directors
and secretaries, Ralph Schoenman,
the man behind the Committee of
100, and Pat Pottle, the man-who
defended-himself at the infamous
“trial of the Six™ at the Old Bailey
in 1962. (Last week it was announ-
ced in the capitalist press that Pat
Pottle had resigned but refused to
suy why. Does he not, however, owe
an explanation to those who, such
as Frerpom, defended him at the
time of his trial as 1o (a) why he
joined the Russell band-wagon and

. did not return to the Committee of
100 when he came out of prison and
(b) why he has now left the Russel
band-wagon?)

ancl
dnd

*

JAY back in 1958 we were sug-
gesting that what Mr. Priestley
and other founders of CND MHM

- “investigale more dﬂm 5
r why i.ts?l that our v Y\Q‘ﬂ

. _""kh"l

I'he answer, a brutal one, is that
if Canon Collins wanted publicity
he should have boarded Russell’s

bandwagon (for what it’'s worth),
but that if he, and Russell, really
believed that mankind was threat-
ened with annibilation, they should
have had the courage and the in-
tegrity to advocate drastic measures.

wonder that the threat of
nuclear annihilation has lost ils
force. For years they have been
warning us of imminent disaster, and

mankind is still alive on this planet.
*

TH}-Z failure of the peace move-

ment to expose and attack the
causes of war is much more serious
than the lack of success that has
attended its efforts to abolish nuclear
warfare. Nineteen years after the
last world massacre, the spectre of
“over-production” and “shrinking
markets” once again looms large on
the horizon. And what is quite
clear to us is that the governments
and rulers of the world are seeking
other solutions than that of war, if
only because war solves these prob-
lems of capitalism for a very short
time. The lesson of the Second
World War is that a cold war econ-
omy is a more flexible means of
controlling problems of “overpro-
duunm “inflation™ and the various

“clear that the health of
capitalist system in the 60's depends
on general prosperity. The aboli-
tion of poverty in the world today
is as essential to the prosperity of
the ruling class as its retention was
to the capitalists of a century ago.

It is no coincidence that the
shrinking of markets, so far as the
large industrial nations are con-
cerned, coincides with a determined
effort in the United States to combat
poverty within the United States
itself; as well as a general concern
to raise the standards of living in
the underdeveloped countries. De
Gaulle’s trip to Mexico is not simply
a courtesy call on that country’s
President any more than was his
recent meeting with Presidem Ben
Bella of Algeria. France, in spite of
its full employment, needs outlets
for its ever expanding industrial
production, Ttaly was, last week
pumped with huge American loans,
and apart from it being a financial
measure to bolsier up an apparently
tottering lira, if our analysis is cor-
rect il presages development in the
poverty-stricken south. Spain, 100,
is ripe for dollar-sterling develop-
ment, and apart from t
spots in Euro and the
cont. e 18

Epwanrp THCLER wi?l to Pomona, Cali-
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guards. A man known as the ‘King of
the Mendicants’ was acquitted in Oxford
on a charge of stealing a |d. bun from
Douglas Hogg, a Chrisichurch under-
graduate and son of Mr. Quintin Hogg,
Lord President of the Council and Min-
ister for Science, The ‘King of the Men-
dicants’ said outside the court, “I always %
come up [to Oxford] at the beginning
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Bristol Conference
DEAR COMRADES,

With only three weeks left before the
Bristol Conference we feel that a report
on progress and arrangements is called
for. The response from the various
_groups we wrote to has been encourag-
ing—although on one or (wo points
‘differences of opinion, or rather of em-
phasis, have emerged already, principally
Jon the invitation of the Press and para-
libertarian groups (Committee of 100,
S.W.F. and Peace News). Two of the
llargest groups have said that they will
not attend if ‘the capitalist press” does.
and in spite of an earlier resolution on
our part, we have dropped this idea.
‘We have however invited the other
groups to send observers with the pro-
wviso that if at any time the opinion of
the Conference is in favour of a closed
session non-Anarchists will be asked to
leave—with the implication that the en-
tire Conference could be closed.

It was originally planned that the
Conference should be on an individual
bases—but some of the more distant
groups have for financial reasons de-
cided to send delegates. We are none-
theless still welcoming individual anar-
chists and it will simply be a question
of giving extra weight to the opinions
of those who are delegates when taking
& concensus.

Accommodation can be arranged for
everyone who is coming. if they let
wus know soon, and although the Confer-
ence proper can’t slart until 1.0 p.m.
on Saturday 11th, we would like people
to arrive on the Friday evening if pos-
sible and meet informally then. The
a second session on Sunday from 10 a.m.
on Saturday and we have arranged a
party for the evening: it is hoped that
sufficient people will be able to stay for
a second session on Sunday from 1.0 a.m.

We are proposing to draw up a pro-
wvisional agenda amalgamating our own
and Glasgow’s suggestion from ‘The
Anarchist” and including various sug-
gestions we have received from other

4 "'r .

- the whole approach. Non-violence is
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Our expenses for the Conference are
not large. but we would welcome any
contributions to help pay the fares of
more distant groups.

R. E. Stuttle,
A. MARGARET ROBINSON,
for the Bristol Federation.

Don’t lets he nasty
to Journalists

THe EpiTors, “FREEDOM”,

[ was sorry. and a little surprised, (o
see Jack Stevenson attacking journalists
and Chris Segar, in such a general and
violent manner. Unfortunately - being
cut off in the wilds of North Wales 1
haven't seen the article in Punch, bul
however libellous it would not justify
a general anarchist® witch-hunt againsl
journalists simply because they are
journalists. To guote Jack’s own words:
“ . . . if aparchists don’t behave like
anarchists, there seems no point in going
on, does there?” and 1 can see nothing
in what I understand of anarchist philo-
sophy to justify a MaCarthy Lype cam-
paign with journalists playing the part
of “the Reds”.

I would remind Yack that as a member
of the Editorial Board of Frerpom he
is a journalist himself and so are the
friends with whom he works to produce
the paper. As an ex-journalist I would
take some exception to Jack referring to
me as a “Tory capitalist stooge”. (I may
be of course but I'm certainly unaware
of it, and anyway isn’t it time we left
that kind of 19th C abuse to the Com-
munists who invented most of it).

The whole point is that if you treat
journalists as Jack would have us treat
them then we are certain to be maligned
and misrepresented. 1f vou give them
their interview and treat them with a
reasonable amount of courtesy you'll
probably still be misrepresented but
there is just a chance ' 1

2dly they were practically alone in

Cprinting our refutation of the Cuban

Ambassador’s accusation bul neverthe-
less had they been

Civil Defence
Continued from page 2

non-violent struggle analagous Lo current
studies of methods of war', but lhp.
question we should ask, and which this
pamphlet fails to ask, is against what,
in the first instance, they should be
directed. The threat of an external
enemy could then be dealt wi_lh.' in
perspective and the concepl of civilian
‘defence against all sources of oppres-

sion and reaction be accepted.

The trouble with using civilian defence

‘as a starting point is that it implies a
far too negative view of non-violence.

together with a startling degree of
ince of existing power structures,

'is what makes one uncomfortable with

in paramilitary terms even extend-
ialﬂﬂiﬂ' 1s talk about non-violent

5 military and civilian
as two wings of an
Sweeping powers for

treated as Jack

¥

Stevenson advocates 04" dclr':h::‘.“;’::;ili
not have been printeds Muc 1 L,;‘ll :
applied to the TN gaervieY = E55€ T8
same night, That gtericy Wob PIE
filmed and could Have e wl_t\__u,‘\'
much to our disad¥@ntage: . .\m.\nf,
and our case agaifl got at.‘rﬂ.‘la.\ I”‘
fairly wide audience 0“,[-" tWo ¥
admittedly to put up against so many
smears but if those ople had '-'"39_”‘
told to go away it Jack Stevenson’s
inimitable and picqyfesgue manner the
anarchists would haye been the losers.

Come o think ofiit Jack, 1 think _thc
Guardian printed g reasonah[g piece
aboul us just after Ganon Collins had
disowned us for _c,gre'ﬂdfl'lu out across
Whitehall (something he appears lo be
benefitting: from thisyear) and the same
paper was the only ©one that printed
anvthing like (he ireal story on the
“Easter Rising”. _lil'ék Stevenson is old
and ugly enough g0 know that you
can’t tar everybod§lh With' the Daily
Express's brush: he might profitably take
note of Jack Robingem. €ool down, and
while he's about it get rid of “the party
right or wrong” -dtt{‘f;l'ldc that seems to
have crept into his -ﬂiinking. or at least
into the sccond patdgroph of his last
letter.

Regards.

Harlech. JOHN PILGRIM.

Peace-in-Cyprus Committee

THE Peace in Cyprus Committee mel

for the first timeron Saturday. 21si
March, at the f.'ira:;%“}h}(cl. centre and
meeting place of the¥International Fel-
lowship of Reconciliation. The purpose
was to find ways Og‘cemmunicaling the

decisions of the Emergency Meeting of
the 15th March to eople of Cyprus.
both Greek and Turkish, the Greek and
Turkish Cypriot ¢

unities in London
and the peace mo

Al in general.
It was suggested’

those who are
sent to Cyprus sh d b ong to nation-

alities nol invel in the dispute.

Incidentally the committee itself could
hardly have been ‘more international,
there were English,. ican, Swedish,
Kurdish, Welsh, gish and  Greek

Vere even one or

ol communilies in
Wds. even put for-
them it should be
the communities in
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Welfare at Ruislip

The Welfare Groups ask those intend-
ing to take part in the civil disobedience
demonstration at Easter to contact it
beforehand or on the day. so that rela-
tives can be informed if there are
arrests and imprisonment, and arrange-
ments made for prison visits and news-
papers to be sent in. Prior information
is particularly important in the case of
those intending to refuse to give their
name and address in court.

Volunteers are required for
report back to the com-
mittee details of demonstrators fined or
imprisoned and also people prepared to
provide demonstrators
charged and for bail.

The Welfare oup will be on the
route on Friday and Saturday to sell fea,
:nts, and will be ready to
i offers of help and

court

observers to

sureties for

and refreshn

receive information,

donations.

Anti-Election
Campaign

Meet at ZI Rumbold Road: S\W.6
7.30 Tuesday, Ma st.
Healthful, legal. occupation.

Cyprus, and we should wait for an invi-
tation to send delegates to the island.
It was poipted out that there was a very
real danger that anyone set out there,
even though their purpose was avowedly
to make peace, would be suspect to both
sides, and might run the risk of being
shot. Nobody was very keen to send
someone. even a velunteer, to their
deaths. On the other hand, to wait for
in invitation might be to wait for a
very long timg indeed! '
It was agreed to produce leaflets in
Greek and Turkish. To distribute them
first among the Greek and Turkish
Cypriots in London. Also a leafiet
should be produced stating the demands
and aims of the committee to the general
public. AW.U.
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BIRMINGHAM AND

WEST MIDLANDS

Peter Neville,

12 South Grove, Erdington, Birming-
ham, 23.

BIRMINGHAM (UNIVERSITY)
Dave Chaney,

7, Birches Close, Moseley,

Birmingham, 13.

COUNTY OF STAFFORD
TRAINING COLLEGE

John Wheeler, C.ST.C., Nr. Stafford,
Staffs.

HEREFORD

Peter & Maureen Ford, 9 Poole Close,
Hereford

MANCHESTER

Tohn McEwan, c/o Farrish, 4, Sanby
Avenue, Mount Estate, Gorton, Man-
chester. v

FREEDOM
R R A ST T R T

PROPOSED BRITISH
FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS

Co-ordinating Secretary: J. E. Stevenson,
6 Stainton Road, Enfield, Middlesex.

LONDON ANARGHIST GROUP

“Lamb and Flag", Rose Street, Covent
Garden, W.C.2. (nr. Garrick and King
Streets: Leicester Square tube), 7.45 p.m.
MAR 22 Arthur Uloth;
Random Thoughts
MAR 29 No Meeting.
APRIL 5 Philip Sansom:
Just Speaking: Organization.

ALL WELCOME

Notting Hill Anarchist Group. En-
quiries (Top Flat) 38 Oxford Gardens, W10

ANARCHIST YOUTH
Easter Sunday, March 29th.
Meeting at Lamb and Flag, 7.45.

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS
AND GROUPS

Cambridge Group

Meets Tuesdays (in term), Q5 Queens.
Details and information, town and gown,
Adrian Cunningham, 3 North Cottages,
Trumpington Road, Cambridge.

Edinburgh Group
Enquiries — Anne-Marie Fearon (Top
flat), 31 Scotland Street, Edinburgh.

Oxford Group

Contact N. Gould, Corpus Christi.

Tunbridge Wells Group
J. D. Gilbert-Rolfe, 4 Mount
Tunbridge Wells, Sussex.

Meets 1st and 3rd Thursday in month at
8 p.m..

Bristol Federation

Irregular meetings—enquiries to

Ron Stuttle,

9 Cornwallis Crescent, Bristol 8.

Glasgow Federation

Contact R. Alexander c/o Roberton,

42 Denbrae Street, Glasgow.
Birmingham College of
Commerce Anarchist Society
Details

Sion,

Discussion meetings weekly.
from John Philby, c/o College.

Dundee Group
Meet in City Square, 12.30 Sundays.

MERSEYSIDE —

Details from Vincent Johnson, 43 Mill-
bank, Liverpool 13. (STO 2632).
Every Saturday 2.30.

Outside Lewis's paper-selling.
PLYMOUTH

Fred Spiers, 35 Ridge Park Avenue,
Mutley, Plymouth.

READING

Meetings third Friday of each month
7.30 p.m. at Eric and Carol Morse’s,
16 Foxhill Road, Reading.

ROMFORD & HORNCHURCH

John Chamberlain, 19 Chestnut Glen,
Hornchurch, Essex.

SHEFFIELD

Peter Lee, 745 Eccleshall Road, Sheffield.

Tyneside Federation
Enquiries H. D. Nash, :
30 Queens Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 2.
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OFF-CENTRE LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

First Tuesday in each month at 8 p.m.
at Jean and Tony Smythe’s Ground
Floor Flat, 88, Park Avenue, Enfield,
Middlesex.

Ist Wednesday of each month at § p.n.
at Colin Ward's, 33 Ellerby Street,
Fulham, S.W.6.

3rd Wednesday of each month at Jack
Robinson and Mary Canipa’s, 2l,
g.su'mbold Road, SW.6 (off King's Road),

Last Thursday in month:

3}3 Eieorge Hayes', 174 McLeod Road,
1st i*‘riday of each month at Ann
Davidson and Dennis Gould’s, 4 Ben-
2&{:15 Place, N.W.3. Beginning March

2nd Friday at Brian Leslie’s, 242 Ames-
bury Avenue, S.W.2 (Streatham Hill,
Nr. Station).

3rd Friday of each month at 8 p.m. at
Donald & Irene Rooum’s, 148a Fellows
Road. Swiss Cottage, N.W.3.

NEW OFF-CENTRE Wimbledon S.W.19
Third Saturday of each month at 8 p.m.
For details Phone WIM 2849,
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