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7 | entered Parfiament with what |

thought to be the lowest possible
E opinion of the average member, |
: - came out with one still lower.'

JOHN STUART MILL

Why VOTE?
It Gets You
NOWHERE !

receni mulinies m  Tan-
ganvika, Uganda and Kenya,
which seemed to be sparked off by
the successiul coup detar in Zan-
zibar, have been used by the die-
hards and reactionaries in this
country as an- argument {0 prove
that “independence was granted 0o
soon™; that the Africans are not
“ripe” for democracy, and s0 on.
* 7 'These ar«umcms—if one can call
them such an be easily answered
and Colin chum did so last Sunday
in the Observer when he pointed
oul in an Interesting article on
“Africa: what’s gonc wrong?™ that:

What is happening in Africa today
was not only foresecuble but foretold.
The sudden ending of firm colonial rule
OvVer an enlire conlinent could lead onldy
10 an era of turbulence—even if there
were mo  adeological world  struggle
plaving around Africa’s shores,

It was never a pant of the case for
ending colonizlism that this would zuto-
matically lead o the emergence of peace-
ful, stable and pariiamentary socictics,
the Jong history of Europe itself, not 10

°&v‘, mtion Latun Americz, was there o
& discourage soch facile optimism.

A The case for ending colonialism
e was twofold: “that alien rule was

s morally indefensible and that it had
become mc.rc:.nnb]y unpractical and
umcwanm: While governments
are much more influenced by the
- lanter than the former, one cannot
& deny thar the “moral” case has
.ywed 2 pari—even if for the wrong

a3, such as the cold war, and

FEDERATIONO

Jast Frdsy, January 3lsl, a mecting
was beld w put e london Federalion
of Aparchisls on 2 morc organized fool-

ang. Up unul Then the LF.A. consisted
of the {ormer Limoos Avarchist Growp
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FORMATION OF LONDON

British Arm

the Re

No, the muftinies cannot be seen
the comsequences of the pre-
mature granting of independence.
Indeed, had it not been forthcoming
we should now be reading of revolts
against the colonial powers, com-
red with which, the recent
mutinies in the armed forces of
these four new nations would appear
as incidents of no consequence In-
stead of a few thousand RBritish
troops being offered the opportunity
of relieving the boredom of barrack
life with a bit of the “real stuff”.
and without too many risks, tens of
thousands of troops would stll be
engaged in real earnest. Are mem-
ories so short that we have forgotien
the bloody campaign in Kenya?

*

CCORDING to press reports the
mutinies were over rates of pay

and promotion (the top jobs in the
army are held by white mercenaries
and so long as they remain there is
htﬂe chemcc of Td.pld adVancemcnt

as

ANARCHISTS

ment, although at the beginning certain
comrades from Ealing and Acton ex-
pressed their opposition to the formation
of a Federation and after putting their
point of view, retired 1o another roomi.

The following points were agreed:

The Federation shall be on a basis of
groups but that Individuals may come
along, zlthough over a period it was

i that rhey be asked 1o join &
group of the Federation.

All groups in the Federation thal are
formed or that will be formed in the
futwie shall be aulonomous and shall
degide  hcir own  course of action
whether olhér groups agree Or noL

Membership of & group shall be based

oo whetcver that pamicular group de
ndn but thar groups be urged o eXer-
Gise  discretion a0 whom  they

e pled.

The Federation shall have & secpclary
W peeive corfepunienes and  Convens
mbﬁmmwml
a W who i the Fed-

mmwww
WO gioups ik i Decses

w
cod by s anﬁﬁ#‘“’%ﬁi&ﬁ
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John Hatch, in the Mfw‘ Statesmen
(Jan. 31) suggests l’.hd'i the Tangan-
yikan :.oid;cr actea 4 “an armed
trade unionist” but, % our opinion
he contradicts himself when he
points out that thisThew scale of
pay, which even bgore it - was
doubled Iast week, Was three times
the  average natiopaf wage, will
take him still furthar *.‘;way from the
ordinary citizen”. Tiade unionism
in its origins sousht o‘? defend and
further the interests & the common
man, whereas historically the army
is the instrument of the ruling class,
and the enemy of the ¢ ‘common man.
The fact that Obote' in- Uganda.
Kenyatta and Nyereresn Kenya and
Tanganyika respectiely relied on
the army and not t&c people for

_W

STRICE ENDS

gingerin, Union on'
Saturday, when theys a.cofpmd their
union’s “peace formula”; which had been
agreed 1o by the management.

The first point of this “peace formua”
is an immediate return 1o work. This
means 4 start on Sunday for the crafts-
men, wWho go in to prepare the plant for
production which should be in full
swing Dy the end of the week. The
second point is the setting up of a com-
mitiee consisting of one AE.U. repre-
sentative, one from the Company and
one industrialist from a similar industry.
All three are to be mutuzally accepiable.

This commiriee will “examine the
work of the S.COW's craftsmen in
relation to the firm's productivity, profit-
ability and the skill zad responsibility
of craftsmen having regard to the mas-
sive technological changes in this indus-
try, and report.” This report, which is
1o be made within three months, will
then be used as the basis for negolia-
tions. When a semiement of the pay
claim is n:a.chad it will be back-daed
to the resumption of work.

What can the AEU. strikers expect
(o get out of this amangemeni? Nat
very much I should think! This com-
millee 15 just a face saver, both for the
cmployers and the unicas, and they both
have made their limle concessions. The
Comgpany, however, bas avoided ack-
mmns that w exist in 1he
'nlc Commitice  of

ue

OF OBOTE,
KENYATTA,
NYERERE

their authority clearly indicaies the -

‘authoritarian mentality of* these

leaders, and we can only applaud
when they are hoist by their own
petard And that they now rely on
the presence of British woops—in
Mr. . Hatch’s words—"to safeguard
their power o govern” may wel
place them in an “unfortunate
position” if you are concerned with
their authority and power, but as
anarchists we consider that the more
“unfortunate®, the more untenable
is the position of these leaders the
greater is the possibility that the
people of Africa will learn“in the
long run that only they themselves
can provide the solutions to their
day 1o day problems.

wnrln.n union, which is the Iran :md

Wilson, the Labour Pamy’s leader has
helped to push the A.EU. into making
a scttlement. Mr. Wilson's call for a
court of inquiry into the dispute is an
echo of the suggestion made by the
Minister of Labour, Mr. Godber. The
Labour Pamy leader didn mention the
General Election, but this no doubt was
in his mind.
official said, *They bave put him
(Wilson) on the spot at Port Talbot.
This labour ™ trouble just before an
election really causes difficulties.”
Another thing was that the strike could
spread, for there is dissatisfaction among
the crafismen throughout the steel
industry. A delegate conference of
shop stewards from steel plants has
alrcady called for a “complete with-
drawal of Iabour” if claims are not
met on February 11th when National
negotiations take place between the
AEU., other craft unions and the
Iron and Sreel Trades Employers

Federanon of which S.COW. is not a2 i

member. The shop stewards also
thought that il craft unions should
support this withdrawal,

One of the fears that were voiced at
the outset of the dispute in the national

One top trade union =

N YERERE & Co. are not fools;

nor are they “saints”. If
one sees them not as “‘supermen”,
but as ordinary human beings, who
trade on the ignorance and gulli-
bility of their fellow men in the
same way as slick salesmen do, we
can put the politician in proper per-
sspective, and realise that he is as
fallible as other human beings. If

“Nyerere had imagination as well as

Being “a man of peace” he would.

_surely have realised when Tangan-

“vika became an independent nation
That his power would be more
“secure by having no army at all
than a symbolic army which though
not sirong erough 1o engage in war
could easily challenge his govern-
ment’s authority! Tt is now repori-
ed thar Nyerere is disbanding his
mutinous army and seliing about
‘building a new one. Does he not
‘understand that if he enjoys popular
support he should either arm the
people or seck to disarm everybody,
and thanfhe.fccls he has a mission
to “save” the people in spite of
-themselves then at this siage the
- British armed forces will be more
“loyal”” than any national army he
‘might succeed in forming.
Ceontinued on page 3

INDUSTRIAL NOTES

press, was the threat to the supply of
stec] to the motor industry. Motor firms
were quick to place orders elsewhere.
especially in Holland. The stnke had
no effect on car producrion, bur just
b-:f.ore the AEU. “peace.

they thoug'a:
companies. which nomnlly ordarad fmm
the S.C.OW. There had zlso been
calls for solidarity action from AETU.
- members at other steel planis.

All these developments led to the
AEU. compromise, for if they had

led to an exiension of the dispute, the
AE.U. execative would really have been
worried. The dispute would have then
been out of their control and would
have been in the hands of the rank and
Even at Port Talbot, with the

ﬁ_le

united action can win claims,
can oaly be built up oa a yank and fls
basis where man interesty eXisL. -




-l’.him year, is nat yet

) bnu conclusion
will pick the fime
for their purpose.
od prior to the election,
will be bombarded by
ho ore alter votes

e

irs. Wo are called upon
hoice of government and
- made it, the decisions
g our lives are made for us

! ~made, as in the case of
] Government, by a govern-
that has not received an overall
mmw of the total votes cast in the
', even though it may have a clenr
' of seats in the House of Com-

- s thc choice we have between
el -ﬂm two main parties, Labour and Con-
~ servative? Over the years any differ-

~ vary on matters of details, The Labour
- Party wnqth to nationalise the steel in-
' dustry. Conservatives want an inde-
~pendent rluclenr deterrent, while the
Labour !’arw prefers to rely on an
nerican one. On all points of policy
m s very little diversity.
* The main thing that both parties want.,
‘and thorefore have in common, is i0
oun present system of capitalism.
. mmeﬁ;wﬂ!y« Little adjustments here,
smoothing ‘of the rough edges there,
but hasically it is a society where the
zﬂuﬁw are exploited by the minority,

'WHE ?J\THIOT CHIEFS", by Alvin
;g.&.]ostphy. ‘Eyre & Spottiswoode,

the Indo-European hordes
Europe about two thou-
fore the birth of Christ
word for boat in their
_although they later

d the level of maritime
[ Polymmms For

HY VOTE? IT GETS YOU NOWHERE !

It is a sociely

who intend to keep it so, i
und

that is based on class privilege
inequality.
JUST FIGURE-HEADS

We live in a so-called “democracy”
and this is the way it works, The Goy-
ernment in power appoints Members of
Parliament to be Ministers of the differ-
ent departments, These are all impor-
tant jobs which involve making deci-
sions which affect the lives of everyone
in the country. One would think, and
rightly so. that to take on these jobs
the Ministers would need specialised
knowledge in their own particular field.
But this i not the case, for only
a short while ago we had Mr. Godber
taking over the job of Minister of Wi
from Mr. Profumo. Then, following
Home's promotion to the leadership of
the Tory Party, we have Godber taking
on the job of Minister of Labour. So
within the space of a few weeks, he
switches from the head of the Depart
ment of Destruction to the head of the
Department of Construction,

However, what it really boils down
to is the fact that the Ministers
only figure-hends who answer, or rathe
dodge, questions in the House of Com:

* Defeat of the

Norsemen were able to achieve.

When they did finally overcome it
they poured in waves over the whale of
the Americas, and, having murdered or
enslaved most of the population. wrole
books to prove the righteousness and
inevitability of what they had done.
Some of the American Indian civilisa-
tions, which all drew their inspiration
from Asia, were cruel, but others were
neither belter nor worse than those in
‘most of the rest of the world. Just as
the Inc

urc

' - Indi were simply
people.  Some of them, the most
primitive, lived in conditions of almost
idyllic simplicity, which inspired Rous-

Private Vices in

St, Martin’s Theatre.

DA\’ID BENEDICTUS novel The
Fourth of June had some success as

a mv&i‘lim ‘of scandalous goings-on al

it was perhaps inevitable that
valuable a piece of ‘property’ should
turned into a stage play. It doesn’t
off. Bul then it never does.

mons.  The peaple who really make
the decisions, which the Ministers ac-
cept, are the permanent Under-Secretar
tes. who are gf the heads of the various
departments, Thest men never come up
for election, (hey are always there and
they are not gpswerable Lo the elector-
ate. We may eleéel 4 new Crovernment,
but (hese pgople remain. IS THIS
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE,
BY THE PEOPLE, FOR THE PEOPLE?

S0 now we gome (o the difference
between the Government and the State.
It is these pempmanent, unelected persons
who are the State and it is the State
that runs and wontrols our lives, Of
course these are not the only persons
who make dedisions and are not elected
by the people. There are other branches
of the State upparatus such as the heads

ol the Police, the armed forces and the
Todiciary, and 8o the Stale remaing
mtact no matter what particular Party

forms the Goférnment.

This is \\'hiT Anarchists belicve (hat
it is a wasle of time to vole at the
General Electiony Nothing really changes.
We are still guled, decisions afleeting
ol lives are sqll made for us. In facl,
even though we are considered old
enough and sengible enough to have the

Red Men

his eoncept of

Noble

(Oddlyenough the eighteenth

seau with The
Savage.
century seems
tolerant in 1
life of non-Eurg
the seventeenth |
more mlv.'mced_
but they were, far
in the universa
alive, and try

have been more
itude to the ways of
peoples than either
the nineteenth), 'The
ans were less gentle,
he mosl part engaged
nan task of keeping
t the same time to
. possible.  Warfare
otugh not universal.
ead. but then, so it
S

‘esistance to Burope.an
igh the lives of a series
were _engaged in this
| 1 hings emerge which are
probably not el known. The English
penetration forth: America from its
g the seventeenth and
ries went ahead fairly

a novel, without drastic

revision in, Ravenscourt and Jill
suffer thi t but the players sur-
mount thi ¢ best of their ability.

\the programme notes)
dman, but in its micro-
he madness of our time.
Jack ROBINSON.

IN SCHOOLS

CORRESPONDENT)
ucational  Supplement

magazine editors with
Melville Hardiment,
nd the arganizing sec-
National Association
ines: “*“The reason |
erence . . . was to
the literature of insur-
ation is, you have an
agazine, So you find
toady and let him run
you get something

- not

vole, we are treated like little children
who do nol know what is good for them,
DO-IT-YOURSELEF
Anarchists are opposed to authority.
We do not like taking orders or being

pushed around and surely any self-
respecting person feels the same. We
wint to replace the Government, the
State and Authority with voluntary co-
[‘[“\‘Hllinll. It is no yn-hi ;:ukim_-_ those
who rule to do things for vou, you
have to do them for yoursélves. The
whole history of government has been
one of broken promises, with the vast
majority of vs still having to work long

hours and without any siy in the things
that affect us,

Even under the rule of the State, co
operation still exists amongst people
Anarchist groups throughout the country
are based on voluntary co-operation and
there are other organisations working
on the same lines. There are Tenants
Assaciations which are trying to improve
housing conditions, Shop Stewards’ Com
miltees and unofficial rank and file
movements in industry which are fighting
for increases in pay and better working
conditions. Then we have groups who
are assisting old- pensioners who have
already done their part for the com-

S TR T e
slowly, ‘and inter-rarriage | between

European and Indian was fauly common,

with the result that enormous numbers
of Indians were either part English, part
Irish or part Scots. They often had
British names and some were éxtremely
Europeanised, like Tecumseh. (The
French in their colonies intermarried
even more). So it could be .'1r'_l_'_:_llur\| that
the Indians were no longer a wholly
foreign race, but ‘a semi-European
minority like the gypsies, the Jews or
the West Indians today,  After the
defeat of Pontiac a large number of

white captives of both sexes, who had
become completely Indian in outlook.
were forcibly repatrinted, against their
will:  Those who could escaped from
e British soldiers and went back to

This applied of course Lo the Eistern
side of North America, and did pot of
course help the Indians, any more than
being European and Christian helped
the Scotlish Highlanders after the '45.
Indeed one British general proposed
sending blankets infected with small-pox
among the Indians. Germ warfare is
new. While the benevolent Ben-
jamin Franklin welcomed the spread cf
“fire-water” among them, as this would
help to speed their disappearance from
the scene, and leave the land for the
white man. For though the eighteenth
century intellectual did not tend to in-
dulge in the racism of the nineteenth
century, the men on the spol, who stood
to gain from robbing the Indian, would
act like Hitlers, without bothering about
theory.

The nineteenth century saw a calas-
trophic speeding up of the European
advance in North America. The Indians
were clever enough to have built their
own cannon, forts, battleships, Maxim
guns and all the rest, as the Japanese
did at the same time. But they were not
numerous enough, and their defeat was
“inevitable™ to this extent, (However it
is not inevitable for human beings to
behave like pigs, although they generally
do).

The destruction of the Indians wiped
oul some interesting social experiments,
‘or limited their development. There
were  pacifist  tribes, anarchist tribes,
matriarchal tribes, as well as the usual
uthoritarian’ kinds  of  society,  In
Florida the Seminole nation were the
sty and (o this day the lust, multiracial
society in North America.  They were
part Indian, part Negro and part Euro-

; 5o villages of pure

rrR e EIDOM

munity and who are now oo old to
work and consequently the Siate does
not want to know about them. All these

organisations are run and controlled by
the members themsclves, people who

give up their time voluntarily.

A maore recent example has been the
Anti-bomb  movement. especially the
Committee of 100 which, over the last
few vears, has resisted the State in its
war preparations. Anarchists have played
a major part in these activities and, n
s doing, have often been sent Lo brison,

THE FREE SOCIETY

All of these are the types of organisa-
Anarchists work because

lions in which

the ordinary person participates in the
day-to-day running of them. They can
be extended now, by the efforts of all
of wus, until they involve millions of
people throughout the whele of the
country,  Only then will we be able to
free ourselves from any restriction by
money, profit motives, [rustrating inter-
ferences or dictatorship in any form,

Anarchists are playing their part in all
of these voluniary co-operations, for
we believe that this 15 the way to defénd
and working

people.

extend the interests of
and control which is now
the State, your hoss at
“gas-bags’ in Westminster
hands of the people,
people of all countries
alth perform  all
They have no guarrel
peoples of other countries and
henefit from international con-
flict, bul ignorance and lears are created
and played upon by their governments.

he Anarchists call upon the ordinary
people of Britain to reject the plausible

I'he power
in the

work

hands of
and the
could be in
for the

produce

the
ordinary

all we and
S0C1 i| '\I_'r\'iLi.'_‘-,
with the

do not

arguments of vote-touting politicians
seeking power over us,
Tue LoNnpon ANTI-ELECTION
COMMITTEE.
DO NOT VOTE!
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Personal Column
MY FATHER FIGURE IS DEAD

A freudian comrade after analysing
one of my dreams, once told me that
Jackson Teagarden was probably my
father figure. Last week at the age of
58 he dlcd

(g poidiy v 3 s affectionatel

o
chair a

was volted the
years ago in an
poll in the States.
described

few
“all time Jazz greats”

His playing has been
as that of a man attempling
to do something very difficult at the last

trombone

possible moment and achieving it with
case and perfection.

The oneé time he played in London I
was on night shift so I never saw him
play in person, but from photographs.
films that he has been in and from his
records one gets the impression of a
fantastically relaxed personality wha
radiated good humour. Tl never for-
get him in “Birth of the Blues” doing
his favourite trick of playing his slide
into a glass, or in “Jazz on a Summer's
Day" singing “Rockin’ Chair® with
Louis, standing there relaxed, his trom-
bone hanging from one finger and sound-
ing rather like a sleepy drunken cowboy.

Although T've called him my father
figure in a joke, now he’s dead I feel @

JAacK STEVENSON  personal loss.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

lan Vine of Bristol asks us to state
that he no longer considers himself a
member of the Bristol Federation of
Anarchists, and has no wish to be “im-

plicated™ by any of their future actions
and statements until, as he puts it, “some

radical change in organisation and

opinion takes place within the federa-

tion™,

WELL, THANKS . ..

Dear Sir,

Please discontinue my subscription. 10
do find things of interest in
and am generally sympathetic

it repetitive, a bit abstract and
in liveliness, yel the editorials W
1 agree or not with them, are well
and “Jon Quixote” is sha

i's hard to }
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Continued from page |

\X/HAT is significant is that none
of the would .s.'!li effective
rulers of the emergent Afncan
nations have .nw;\lul in resisting
the tempting froits of power. In
apeing the former colomal rulers
they may well show their people
that the traditional masters have
been ousted, but their people are
not so stupid that they cannot see
that all they have done is to ex-
change one set of exploiters for

The unrest in the new nations of
East Africa is a welcome sign that
the new leaders who have come (o
power on the crest of the wave of
African nationalism are not going to
have it all their own way, and 1t
is therefore regrettable as well as
significant that the Left in this
country has not even called for a
~\mhrl|iu' protest against the sending

{ British troops to bolster up the
Kt’ yattas, Nyereres and Obotes
What the Left does not appear to
have understood is. to quote Colin
Legum, that “you cannol equate
freedom from alien rule with poli-
tical freedom™ in Africa however
basic the former is to the achieve-

ADLrc

SACT] Nions of unsophis-
ticated. uncomplicated people has
been wasied because a privileged
minority have used their oppor-
tunities to further their ends at the
expense of the people they pro-
fessed to protect and defend.

Why is it that when faced with a
mutinous army the leaders of these
three new African States called in
the British armed forces rather than
their people?

Might the answer be that the
people identified themselves with the
mutineers and not their new
masters? Such a suggestion is not
as extravagant is it might appear at
first sight if one considers some of
the governments’ reactions follow-
ing the mutinies. According to the
Duaily Herald's Commonwealth cor-
respondent, President Nyerere has
“swept Tanganyika's trade union
leaders into prison because of fears
that they were organising a general
strike to follow the Army’s mutiny”
And in Kenya. a Reuter report (Jan.
28) quotes the Kenyan Minister of
Labour as warning trade unionists
that if they abused their freedom
their governments would “take 1
away.”

*
Tuaw.m mam
l

.more and more people are aware of |

Terky CHANDLER s le( out on bail
while Judges argucs o Icg" canun-
drum, Fann} srended her virtue
for ano sttt ‘bly aided by
Peter Quennell @ d§ Marghanita Laski
(who said *'1 think 38 generally gay.
It made me feel brful. 1t was a
jolly book™) A rektled applicant for
appeal in a libel coSEsty off in the
High Court to his SMEsocks and shocs,
lay down on a benci said “I'l] stay

here until my app is heard”™ He
was carried out of ﬁb building by six
police officers to "‘hkcn to Brixton
i" ison, on the judge’S¥orders, to serve a
week for contempPSSSThe  Telegraph
 first man in the

History of the HiglS@ourt to tear his
clothes off in pr.:‘u L In cases in the and search the vehicles so that the occu-
ﬁ:ﬂh&“’ resorted pants could be charged with stealing the

comments “‘(he) s

past dissatisfied

toes and eges

d

" for the British Motor Corporation al
Cthe Bar Council poipoaic West Lothign, agreed that
juries secms 10 ngoiroan had given information to the

Reform Commuitee
that the calibr

_ : have Tk '__"“I creally during the past police and that he had got Mulligan a
Left in these words, which we think !6f ¥ears 0 : of the popu-  fou in the factory where he could be an
are worth quoting today as pew 'Y © ieourt trial pro- informer. The Sherifi-Principle said it
Ghanas emer on the African 2OMMeS . was an improper method of gettling
horizon : THE OTHER M Woodcock, the ¢vidence. The BMC said, “We are ex-

&y according to remely surprised to hear of this, because
‘respondcn! was it is guite contrary to the usual practice
2 House of Lords in any BMC factory”. . . .

- versus Barnard—
at any person in- Mg, QuINTiIN HoGo referring lo recent
trike will be able Tory informers said, vide Guardian, *'1
mber who partici- think that those who have publislwd
Woodcock said, versions of this matter have referred, in
explained, the stressing such things as a struggle for CHURCHMEN
~ usually operated personal power, have underestimated the | o e,
It did not seek extent 1o which public men are contenl oge 1o
| its position by to serve with and under truster (sic) col- R s
at the politicians  secking amendments@io the law; it nor- leagues for the good of their country,”
immature and  mally did things itsclt and on the whole Mr. George Brown in a review in the
1 posilion to Jde  preferred this, “We Bave no rights under  Specrator of a book tribute to the late
more harm.+ the law, lherefore We have no obliga- Hugh Gaitskel] said, “The clash between
And we concluded “But there tions". There was o law to prevent a.  himself [Gaitskell] and Bevan al the
seems to be very little in the way of Person being made f@@work: for twenty- time of the 1951 Budget was about
Premier Nkrumah becoming (he 1our hours a day fofi§j- @ week: a trade something much more vital than the
Fuhrer or Duce of Ghana. or what- U2on could not go f@ithe courls to win issues involved, he told me, ‘It was o having
ever the title is to be recognition from anfemployer said Mr. I_Jatl[e between us for power—he knew of the
he in Ghana”. P & i w5 7

By }'.'f\| gven I'.FR C-dm [_;‘rr:;]’]]\ and Woodcock, who wels H gy Goy- II i?l'!(.’ sa_did 1. J\.]"1‘1. 5018 !h“l:' “A
e el e e S ernment seeks (o obligations  “This" was the battle inside the Labour
UIE -meaning radicals Lf_‘llf'.- upon us, then the match every Panty over unilateralism and npeutral-
nn‘]. nger explain away the dicta- obligation with a Bt We cant be ism. ... J P
torial tions of “His High Dedi- deprived of our righ strike or have

cation™ (the title given to Nkrumah it limited in any we will never Mesmsers oF the Jewish youth Nﬂl‘lll}v— g
by his admirers) as a4 necessary evil, abandon our righs Sithout a guid pro. lion staged a dcmonstntmn outside |
rhnugh as we pointed out at the tffﬂ-"', Henry  Joseplhy Kelly Muiligan
time, their criticism of his action in ~©2) Was sentenced Jisix months im-
imprisoning without trial ﬁfly meme, Foronnst tag g the couise of

A great deal has been said by writers TUC

and 'speakers of 1

ind varied hues the Guar

that where a “young unconce | .1i11'!11[
ement in Rookds
1 which seems to rul
it necessarily be jured by a threat t
" are politically lo sue any unpion f
pated in the threat.
> “we are outlaws.”
liberal, or for that trade union movem

(1

part rom

5 it l||-L- rools

democratic  princi outside the law anyy
any
the obvious and normally to impral

what is more.

mor

-anger”; Wel‘l aswealI w “His - ; el

High Dedication” has gone from

strength to strength. His latest
moves have been 1o legalise one-
party rule (by a de Gaullist yes-no ac
referendum) 4nd scrap the last
vestiges of an independent judiciary. s
Now, in 1964, not even Femmer . ..
Brockway can hear the name g0 Gievenso
Nkrumah without blushing! Fastern ‘Elea
Are there any indications that the iaking his hat
leaders of the other “emergent” reading an elect
African States will deal with their further pertinent poinis.
problems in a different way. Ac-  If we are to kowstow to Christian pre-
cording to Colin Legum “Already. Judices in a ( place of worship
all but five of the 36 independent 2#nd if we are ed 1o know what
African States have abandoned any hes prejudices : u:]"@“.” “‘:d.‘%."f
pretence at practising parliamentary e ?ﬁ"‘:&n‘u&:’g
democracy”. As anarchists this parajie is o ;
does not unduly disturb us since deals with the
“narliamentary democracy” is either  such as Jews anc
a contradiction in terms or a sham.
What disturbs us is that though

‘difficulties with the  Even the
oard over his not things .’

in Church whilst :
meter raises two

this they apparently do not see that
authoritarian means must lead to &Y. WOP
authoritarian ends: that universal
suffrage is a farce so long as the
wealth and means of production are
controlled by 4 pri minority.
Afﬁuwﬂlgothcwayqiwenem-,’_
cipitalism if the new African élite

get their way. Even Fenner
wag hﬁﬂ 1o admit. when ha-:apok..
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Legal Murder ?

Dear COMRADE,

Your S. Rhodesinn correspondent w}!‘m
appears to be a newcomer ta (s
coutitty is too impressed by the talk of
doclaring ‘unilatera] independence.” To
my knowledge white Rhodesians have
been discussing this since 1900, In fact
Federation was accepted largely because
it was thought that it would lead to
Dominion status. Independence is very
much a statos symbol, Probably the
only effect would be to remove the pro-
tection of the British Government.

The Rhodesin Froat government is
pot in as strong 4 position as your cor-
respondent sugeests. Most of its sup-
port came from people who thought that
any government would be betier than
the UFP. Even s0 it can be seen from
the election figures that nearly a third
of the electorate—mainly those in the
urban areas—were disgusted by the
whole dirty business and abstained from
voling. If there had been any party
which had caught the imagination of
these wvoters it would have won the
election.

Mr. Nkomo's threats are idle. His
followers are more interested in convine-
ing his African Political opponents that
they should contribute to PCC funds.

Many of my friends ZANU and PCC
Lave been intimidated and beaten up
by members of the opposing party. The
violence and sabotage which s now
common is directed against fellow
Africans. This is following the pattern
of Man Mau where only a handful of
Whites—all liberals—were killed.

Against this is directed the violence
of the Law and Order (Maintenance-
Act. This removes the last traces of
the rule of law and the discretion of a
judge is removed, e.g. Section 24: “Any
person who without lawfu] excuse, the
proof whereof lies on him . . . persisi-
antly follows some other person from
place to place . . . shall be guilty of an
offence”, worth 10 years. Another cx-
ample. An African, Richard Mapolisa,
who was present when someone else
tried to set an unoccupied house on fire
was sentenced to death under section
33A of the Act. A white couple who
burnt their house down—also using a
petrol bomb were charged with Arson

dys
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with intent to defraud the insurance coni-
pany, and got a shorl prison sentence.
If they had been charged (under the
Law and Order (Maintenance) Act they
toa would have received the death sen.
tence. Discoimination of Murder?

S. Rhodesia, Jan, 1964, “Munnu".

Cut the Umbilicus !

COMRADES,

Your leading article on Macleod’s
revelations and political umbilical cords,
in Freepom of the 25th of January
was interesting and should be taken
further. It is doubtful whether poli-
ticians ever cut their cord, it would be
more accurale to say that they con-
tinue to feed from different branches ol
the same source. No doubt the
psychologists among our readers could
develop this theme further.

The politicians. however, do not con-
cern me over much, for when the
source of their nourishment dries up
they will wither away. or have to do
useful work. Whalt does concern me
very much is that anarchists are unable
to cut this very umbilical cord the
source of which we roundly and rightly
condemn. When large numbers of an-
archists take the unprecedented and
painful step of sawing through this
tough and permeating attachment. an.
archism as a practical reality will get
off the ground.

It is probable that the strongest cord
is the one that supplies our mental and
emotional nourishment, which is why
many are unable to escape the trap of
political thinking, and the tendency of
exclusive living which militates against
11'_|e application of theories of mutual
aid and co-operation. The reason why
the squabbles that characterise the lesser
and greater political parties also affect
the anarchist movement is no doubt
inherent in the frustration of purely
theoretical activity and makes it urgent
that we try to apply our ideas in our
way of life. 1t is impossible to deny
that the social structure of our society
is designed to meet the requirements
of an authoritarian society and to give
a dependent security, and that the family
augldl is vulner.ahle to pressures of society,

SEAMEN TO STRIKE |

If no satisfactory offers are forth-
coming from the shipowners, strike

action will be taken by the seamen as

from the 17th February. As seamen
have no legal right to strike, they will

in fact refuse to re-sign articles when

their ships dock in the UK. The

union will not be calling out the whole

membership; but have instead selected
sy targets for action. This selected
cludes cruises as these invelve
large crews, and coastal ships which
carry large quantities of coil for the

Electricity Generating Board.

The National Union of Seamen is
demanding a “substantial” pay increase.
&42_-!:0@ week and longer leave, The

ers have offered a pay increase

. per month on the basic £30, 1€

leave per year for “established”

en and 14 days for “unestablished"

mef, an increase in overtime rates of

per hour and a non-contributary
scheme,

bed it produces prob-

meets the requiremens of a free sociely
a grouping which meets the reguire-
ments of a free sgejety A Erouping that
is not vulnerable gnd that will proy ide
the necessary independence, securily and
social feeling. Perggpally, 1 do not think
that a purely indusgrial society will ever
do this because it Is primnrif)' vulnerable.
we must, to coin g word think in terms
ol "pc:i«:-.xrhmnc;-y“ for undoubtedly the
ability to adequatejy feed ourselves (s
going to be of fiyg importance in the
next few decades, This sorl aof in-
security will make for an puthoritarian
world rather than a free one

Today the cord fhat attaches the young
to this society is suffering some strain

we have to show that love and co
operation work better than feur and
force,

Much of the prmactical applications

the movement, for instance in work

control in the Factory for Peace, direct
action, free schools,

The running of Freedom Press can
be counted as an example and in this
respect less sniping and more helping
would be more in line with anarchist
concepls. A lesser but imporiant f
of commitment is the sitdown or pay
up fund, please pote philsophicil an
archists,

Of the blessed trinity, The family
private property, and the state, we have
given rather toe much attention to
private property, and the state, and not
enough to the unit of its construction.
Hailsham, Jan. 29 AL ALBON,

Beyond the Fringe

Dear COMRADES.

I appear to have been very succesful
in demonstrating one aspect of the an-
archist movement in Britain, namely the
interest and limited support from a
fringe of people who are committed to
the support of political parties, prac-
tically or emotionally, but who are pre-
pared to call themselves ‘anarchists’
The investigation into the readership of
Freepom revealed that there were quite
a number of supporters of political
parties who went along with the anar-
chists part of the way, and that most of
this section chose the Labour Party,
however illogical this may seem. The
periodic General Elections recall these
people to their pamy loyalties, and quite
naturally this produces a considerable
emotional upheaval in them, as in any-

! | inclinzd to. two diametrica
onc.who,is, iacligeio. ta,diametsic

of our ideas are cpming from outside

_We have to create a grouping which fasten on one PoSible good (hat the London, Jan. 29

INDUSTRIAL NOTES (continued)

when at anv timethey have taken action
to improve them, ey have been attacked
fand even juil'_'viz. Paddy WNeary,
1960), not only b¥ the shipowners but
at times, even mofe so, but their union
Jeaders. 5

This dispute is8b exception, Already
the attacks by thefemployers have star-
ted. This week, Sir John Brocklebank,
Chairman of th& Cunard Sicamship
Company, has the blame for this
proposed strike on “an extreme Left
element” in the eXgcutive council of the
NS, He says this element aims “more
al causing disruption than in securing
the welfare of thgir members and (he
good of the industry”, What a lot of
old toffee this This “extreme Left
element” know dagan well that the only
way (o secure “welfare of their
members”  is | a withdrawal of
“good of the in-
as far as Sir John
rned, stay at work

1
'

al has been brought
with m’ﬂrﬂmemy-

Liberals, Labourites, Tories or Commies

ete. stand for, and say that this is a
sufficient reason for casting a vote for
them,

One can make out a perfectly con

sistent case for naming any one of the

four parties | have mentioned as the
party most akin to anarchist ideas
Indeed, their opponents use ‘anarchism’

in one of ils aspects as a stick 1o beat
each these parties. To a
detached observer, the position is very
funny indeed, Supporters of the
big parties, Labour and Tory, have a
paranojc suspicion that the anarchists
have fun in anti-election cam
pPalgns are undercover workers
for the other party, and have been Knowr
to react very violently to them becnuse
of this ‘dishonest” means of furthering
party aims oulside the officially recog-

nised rules of electioneering

and all of

two

who

really

1 do not think that the position 15 an
unhealthy one. The anarchist move
ment has grown, and it must inevitnbly
embrace a fringe of supporters
may or may not be ‘weaned

party

who

eventuelly fom their emotiona] depen
dence on the Big Brothers of their
childhood I know some ex-party
supporters who have rendered a most
valuable individual contrbution to the

once
and

development of anarchist ideas
they had emancipated themselves,
I am sure that there are others who will
make their X who, later on
realise the irrelevance of such a
gesture, As long as people imaging that
the electoral machine confers on them
real power to sway the destiny of the
nation, it is a bil much to expect them
to forgo the moment of power at the
polling booth,

A correspondent fo Fregposm, who
seems a little overwrought, emotionally,
suggests that it is effrontery for me to
question ‘that anarchism has something
to do with the “left” in party politics
and that il is somehow more “natural”
for an anarchist to vote Labour than
Tory:' (such was what | had written). |
am well aware of the history of the
anarchist movement, but the plain fact
is that early Fabians and I.L P.ers
played with anarchist ideas in a romantic
way before they set off in a direction
diamentrically opposed to anarchism
The same went for the Bolsheviks. This
does not commit anarchists te any
shadow of loyalty to that section of
the ‘left" which exists on party politics.
Emotional screaming in print should
not be allowed to obscure these plain

shortly
will

Tony GIBsoN,

that matters and if this is strong, then
the demands can be won. MNo more
deals with the shipowners must be
tolerated.

For some years now, the seamen have
been demanding their own shop-stewards
on board ship and now is the time foi
the rank and file to press for it. It
would be a major step forward if this,
together with the pay and hours demand,
could be won. It can be done if the
ordinary union members organise them-
selves and show the determination and
solidarity to fight for these things.

P.T.

FREEDOM
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PROPOSED BRITISH
FEDERATION OF ANARCHISTS

Co-ordinating Secretary: J. E. Stevenson,
6 Stainton Road, Enfield, Middlesex.

LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP

“Lamb and Flag”, Rose Street, Covent
Garden, W.C2. (nr. Garrick and King
Streets: Leicester Square tube), 745 pm.
FEB 9 Philip Sansom.

Yust Speaking: Comrades & Friends
FEB 16 David Kozibue:

Reich's *Do-11-Y oursell” Therapy and
the Aparchist Movement

ALL WELCOME

For activities of other London
Groupes, see '‘Off-Centre’
activities below

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS
AND GROUPS

Cambridge Group

Meets Tuesdays (in term), QF Queens,
Details and information, town and gown,
Adrian Cunningham, 3 North Cottages,
Trumpington Road, Cambridge.

Oxford Group

Contact N. Gould, Corpus Christi.

Tunbridge Wells Group
1. D. Gilbert-Rolfe, 4 Mount
Tunbridge Wells, Sussex.

Meets 15t and 3rd Thursday in month at
8 pm..

Tyneside Federation
“Trent House”, Leazes Crescent,
(near the R.U.L), Newcastle.
Meets Wednesdays at 8 pm.

PROPOSED GROUPS

BIRMINGHAM AND
WEST MIDLANDS
Peter Meville,

Sion,

12 South Grove, Erdington, Birming-
ham, 23. L
BIRMINGHAM (UNIVERSITY)

Dave Chaney,

7. Birches Close, Moseley,
Birmingham, 13.

COUNTY OF STAFFORD
TRAINING COLLEGE

John Wheeler, C.S.T.C., Nr. Stafford,

Staffs.
EDINBURGH
Anne-Marie Fearon, c¢fo Traverse
Theatre Club, James Court, Lawnmarket,
Edinburgh.

HEREFORD

Peter & Maurcen Ford, 9 Poole Close,
Hereford g

John McEwan, ¢/o Farrish, 4, Sanby
Avenue, Mount te, Gorton, \
chesler.

MERSEYSIDE

Details from Vincent Johnson, 43 Mill-
bank. Liverpool 13. (STO 2632),
Every Saturday 2.30.

Outside Lewis's paper-selling.
PLYMOUTH

Fred Spiers, 35 Ridge Park Avenue,
Mutley, Plymouth.

READING

Meetings third Friday of each month
7.30 pm. at Eric and Carol Morse’s,
16 Foxhill Road, Reading.

ROMFORD & HORNCHURCH

John Chamberlain, 19 Chestnut Glen,
Homchurch, Essex.

SHEFFIELD

Peter Lee, 745 Eccleshall Road, Sheffield.
TUNBRIDGE WELLS

OFF-GENTRE LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

First Tuesday in cach month at 8 p.m.
at Jean and Tony Smythe's Ground
Floor Flat, 88. Park Avenue, Enfield,
Middlesex.

Ist Wednesday of each month at 8 pm
at Colin Ward's, 33 Ellerby Street.
Fulham, S.W.6. S
First Thursday of each month, Tom
Barnes’, Albion Cottage, Fortis Green,
N2, (3rd door past Tudor Hotel).

Last Thursday in month: i

At George Hayes', 174 McLeod Road,
SE2

2nd Friday at Brian Lesliz’s, 242 Ames-
bury Avenue, SW.2 (Streatham Hill,
Nr. Station).

3rd Friday ofuchmomhat_.lm:.t'
Donzld & Irene Rooum's, 148a Fe
Road. Swiss Cottage, N.W.3. e
Notting Hill Anarchist Group. ‘En-
quiries (Top Flat) 38 Oxford Gardens, W10,

Robinson and Mary
ll;.lum'béld Road, S.W.6 (off
p.m.

"




