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MERICA'S last

to put an embargo on all arms
supplies to South Africa once exist
ing contracts have been fulfilled, was
taken we imagine not out of sym-
pathy for the struggle of black
Africa against the apartheid policies
of Dr. Verwoerd's party, but as a
. strategic move in the cold war and
- the propaganda and economic
struggles. Thus by this action
America wins favour with the 32
strong African bloc in the United
N Nutions. and also hopes thereby to
| persuade them to reduce their de-
" mands for more drastic measures

decision

minule

equitable,

’
By no process can coercion be made

The freest form of

government is only the least
objectionable form.'

HERBERT SPENCER
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No Arms for Verwoerd?

against 8. Africa, such as expulsion
from the UN and the application of
cconomic sanctions ."\l]!l_‘T'.H.Il II]‘\"
hopes to counteract Russian propa-
ganda, and can now point to the
fact that the S, African government
15 obtamning  small arms from
Czechoslovakia and East Germany
as well as trading with countries

ANARCHISM AND THE

RIPri)

(A statement issued by the Glasgow
- Federation of Anarchists)
This Federation calls on all liber-
tarian elements; anarchists, revolu-
tionary syndicalists, militant paci-
fists and anti-nuclear direct action-
ists to unite and struggle for a new
social order, based on the free access
of all to the means of life.
advocates that all methods of

shall be -based on voluntary co
operation and free from any central-
ised or bureaucratic control. It en-
courages orgamisation and activities
on the social, educational, cultural
and industrial planes thatare in har-
mony with its aims. It advocates
that the government of men should

replaced by the administration of

things. ; .
Until this is achieved many skir-
mishes will take place between offi-
cial society and the struggling cells
of the people. We therefore sup-
| port any activity which we consider

WARFARE STATE

class, but, in modern times, it is a
class in itself, capable of influencing
strongly all other classes in a “de-
mocratic™ society and is the ruling
cluss in the totalitarian countries.
The state is, therefore, primarily
responsible for war since wars are
essential to the ruling classes to aid
them in the subjugation of the
[1LISSes.

in the production of the nuclear
bomb, the threat of which is used by
those in power to keep the masses
subservient to them. The nuclear
arms race is being run by the State
machines of the world against the
people everywhers. We advocate
4s strong an opposition to nuclear
weapons as we do to the exploitation
of man by man, inherent in all gov-
ernmental societies. . . .

Industrial Action in

No further offer was made when
Building Trade employers and union
negotiators met on July 30th. Outside
the employers’ headguarters after a meet-
ing, Harry Weaver, the general secrelary
of the National Federation of Building

which support T‘CSC'_IU'-iDDS for boy-

cotting S. African 890ds; and finally

there is no reason (@ suppose that if
America can see DeF way clear to
capture some of Britain’s African
markets, she will hesitate to do so.

The American siﬁ_bargo on arms
was taken without pHor consultation
with Britain, the redSon given being
that Mr. Adlai Sté¥enson received
his orders from Washington only a
matter of hours befare he addressed
the Security Councth  While Lord

Home declared. as %ze left for Mos-

THAT WET 2
ALL OUR SMALL ARMS
TOFORE &

obstruction &

cow last Saturday, that Britain had
agreements for mutual defence with
S. Africa that had to be honoured
and “that we shall continue to
supply arms such as ships which are
legitimate weapons of self defence,
we shall certainly oppose any sup-
pression of the natives by arms™. It
would be interesting 1o see how they
draw the line between defensive and
offensive weapons.

Apart from the fact that an arms
embargo can only be effective if
complete, and rigorously imposed—

The Power of a
United Community

HEN South African security

police came to the small town
of Rehoboth in South West Africa
to arrest the local dogtor, a Coloured
man from Cape Town, whose name
seems to have been mentioned in
documents seized during a raid on
4 house in Johannesburg last month,
the Baster Raad—or counci

a human blockade would be formed
to protect Dr. Abrahams.

The Observer's correspondent
goes on to describe what happened :

“We will not sit here with cold
hands.” he told the police. “You will
have to shoot and walk over us before
he will be arrested.” Colonsl T. J.
Crous, deputy commissioner of the
police in South West Africa, ucted

an impossibility in the world we live
in today, the immediate effect would
be for the S. African government to
set up its own arms industry, and in
fact there are already unconfirmed
reports  from  Johannesburg that
Verwoerd when he makes his major
address to Nationalist Party sup- ]
porters later this month will use the
occasion to launch a fullscale attack
on the Amencan decision and to
announce ‘o crush progrumme to
manufacture all major arms require-
ments."

Py EARCRY

wisely and withdrew.

Dr. Abmhams will be allowed to con-
tinue in pragtice, at any rate for (he
time being. .

That will not be the end of the mutter.
Dr. Abrahams is awaiting the result of
an appeal against his recent conwviclion
for entering South West Africa illegally,

In the meantime :
gained courage from their

ve the support of b

R T .

and/ 2 Dirban papes ‘tie Sy,
Tribune claims that he has gone to
Bechuanaland “‘together  four
others™ and was believed
route o Ghana. ah
wife and children have ar

Francistown, Bechuanaland

S.W. Africa. -



back. Legalise Abortion.
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THE OUTCAST

MEMOIRS OF A REVOLUTIONARY:

Victor Serge.

'I'HIS is a very fine book. One which
1 would recommend to anyone who
believes that the end justifies the means.

It is the story of a man who went
through the period of anarchism in Paris
ai the early part of the century. Went
1o Russia when the revolution broke out
and watched the hopes of his generation
crumble away under the ruthless régime
of Stalin. Finally leaving Russiz and
going to France where he only just suc-
ceeded in escaping the Nazis when they
marched in.

It is the story also of men who refused
to believe what they did not want to
believe, of men who sided with a party
that they knew was as rotlen as a pear
and of loyally to a cause that was
obviously the wrong one.

It is difficult to feel sorry for men
like Zinoviev and Troisky and yet one
does somehow. They seem such un-
happy people, fanatical to the cause of
Marxism, one feels that men like these
must wish to lose themselves in the
struggle because they are so mixed up
psychologically. They were such bad
liars too, they couldn't have had any
sense of humour or they would have
laughed themselves at the idea that any-
body might have believed their stories

of the Kronstadt rebels being “whites™
who were trying to destroy the revolu-
ton.

Marxists are certainly strange charac-
ters; I've never been able to understand
them, and after reading this book I'm
even more bewildered. They twist and
turn everything inside out. One day
for this the next day for thati, and it's
all done with such astonishing rapidity.
Abolish the death penalty. Bring it
Make it a

106

|

One thing in this book that made me
smile was the way that these characters
were always falling into little factions
even when they were in the government.
It reminded me of the tiny little insignifi-
ficant left wing parties in this country.
Everyone jockeying for position.

One of the things about this story that
struck me as being strange, was why
didn't those who were finally arresied
and shot for Trotskyism in the thirties
get out while they had the chance. |
don't think they thought that anything
could be changed at the time. even
though many of them did think the
masses (marxist phrase) could be rallied
at first. They just all seemed to be
suffering from self pity and were cer-
tainly morbid and suicidal.

The thing about these strange people
was that they seemed to have so0 much
in common, yet were always at one
another's throats (not Serge he seems
to have been different from the others).
All of those who were in the wilderness
(and it appears thtat you could be in
the wilderness even if you were near the
top of the parly pyramid), talked of
more democracy. But the Zinovievs
and Trotskys had their chance in the
early days and were responsible for
setting up the machinery that finally
crushed them. The lJies that Trotsky
told about Kronstandt were no bigger
than the lies Stalin’s prosecutors told
about those who were butchered in the
great purges of the thirties. They were
more irresponsible however, for the
revolution' could have been saved then
or at least saved from the excesses that
came later.

Serge says, that the régime could have
been different if a more open way of
running the government was used. People
accused of treason in the early days

DEAR FREEDOM COMRADES,

The review of a book about the Moral
Rearmament movement was timely.
This group is the biggest fraud of any-
thing in modern times, As the reviewer

i e 1
i - full page ad. in the New York
Timeys they list sixteen ideas which they
are for, and sixteen correlated ideas
which they are againsr. Thus they are
for peace but against pacifism. They
claim to be absolutely pure and make
this as an excuse ta uphold rent, interest,
profit, and the armaments of capu.ahsm,
and boast of the labour leaders and
Communists whom they have turned
from a wrong way of life. They claim
to be absolutely honest yet they finally
paid $100,000 for air plane fare which
they cheated the U.S. government outl
~of, that is when they got caught at il.
We never hear any of them leaving their
~ lives of luxury and joining picket lines
qr freedom drives. I knew one of them
M’%m in 1942, He was a
machinist and wanted to be classified as
a conscientious objector, the reason being

should have heep judged in the ‘apen
and allowed some defence. If this had
happened there would have been no
power such g¢ the G.P.U. watching
everyone and sppoting innocent people
without any trig] whatsoever.

Loyalty is a thing that 1 for one talk
rather a lot ahgyt in anarchist circles,
but loyalty like everything else (except
Honesty) can he taken too far. Victor
Serge was guilty of loyalty to the party
when he knew that it (the party) was
suppressing the (puth and- murdering the
best of the reypjutionaries, who were
being killed because they refused to see
the truth tramped under the feet of
the party bureaygrats and careerists.

Serge was sti]] feeling loyal right up
to the late ninefegn twenties seeing one
crime mount gn another and standing
helpless as the (ide of reaction rolled
in. He felt he must stand by the party
because it was (ke only party that was
left, and nore of the others had a policy
at all except that of social democracy.

Not having lived through the exper-
ience it is impossible to say anything
about this or to pass judgment. There
was nothing he gould do in my opinion
except try to suryive, and this he did.

Serge's life scems to have been the
story of a good man who wasted himself
on a cause (bolshevism) that was bad.
He admired Trotsky but more or less
admitted that Trotsky was authoritarian
and behaved like¥a spoilt child when
he couldn't get his way. As you turn
the pages you seeall the characters not
as great revolutigparies but as rather
stupid childish little'men. Just like their
followers in this® country today. All
having one aim, that being to get their
ideas rammed down the throats of every-
one else. Willing to ram them down
with a rifle butt ora bullet if necessary.

The tragedy of this century is that so
many good men jike Victor Serge have
died so that some other bastard could
seize power and ‘wield the cosh over
the people in thej ?amc of a cause.

JACK STEVENSON,

Athels $ not

ke others.
of FREEDOM a lead-
those who would think
s of Pope John XXI111
were revolutionafy. The Pope did not
direct his messages to anarchists, but to
the general run df men who still believe
in good wars, [as mistaken Catholic
dogma has taught since the time of
Constantine, W& Catholic anarchists of
course never accept the words of any
Pope on political and economic matters
as being, at the Best more than a sincere
effort to stem Communism, and at the

made him £0.

In the same
ing article chi
that the eﬂcyjch

worst, as polifical manoeuvering to
bolster their | which s slipping
all over the § ¥ Catholic world.
Rather than fol any Pope who ac-
cepts exploital capital punishment
and war, we b e in the teachings of
Christ W ris the return of

ich would then do
prisons and war.

dqller is busily

c sudw the world that
3 hem
itter, they

T own easy
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FREEDOM

LETTER FROM SWEDEN

(From our Correspondent)
Gateborg 15/7/63.
] BUMPED into Sven a young syndi-

calist I hadn’t
months owing to the fact that he had
been in the Swedish U.N.O,
army in the Congo. A
the international game of power
in Africa. “Eighty-five pounds a month

into the bank here for me for the whole

seen for some

“peace”
tennis-ball in

politics

period I served there,” Sven stammered,
“It was like bloody hell in the sunshine
keeping those ‘bloody niggers’ under

He looked at me and smiled.

HL\ try to decorate the class struggle

with almonds and icing sugar in this
bloody country: workers categorised as
‘social group’ one, two and three, big
wage packets for U.N.O. soldiers, abor-
tions for ‘maladjusted’ mothers, deep
frozen foods and they keep telling us
we have it so good. Even if there is

anything to protest against it's forbidden
to hold a" demonstration.”

I crossed the road and went into the
syndicalist bookshop and asked for a
copy of “Brand” the anarchist paper—
I received the reply that they didn’t send
it to them any more. However. I settled
for a copy of the fortnightly syndicalist

paper “Arbetaren”. On the front page
we were greeted with the headlines
“There are spies among us”. together

with a discussion as to whether Khrush-
chev is or is not welcome to this country.
On another page we have an article
moaning as to how ‘“untidy Sweden
looks" when the public throw their litter
around the countryside. This is fol-
lowed by a short article about the dan-
gers of a recent smallpox scare here.
On page 5 a letter appears which really
amazed me—considering that one expects
a syndicalist organ to be removed from
pétty and trivial chit-chat so character-

LETTER

Atheistic anarchists need not worry
about the Catholic religion taming
Catholic anarchists. We would not be
anarchists in the first place if we were
in any danger of allowing the clergy to
do our thmkmx for us.
(Also i '
discuss s
that violence is not practical now but
may be when we have converted the
masses to be anarchists. The masses
are being converted into dupes of the
welfare state and there is not the re-
motest chance that we anarchisis can
gain a large following, let alome a
majority among them. The government
has the biggest bomb so we are out-
numbered before we start. We can't’
fight Santa Claus: all we can do is to
raise the ante of what can be expected
of a responsible man. We Catholic
anarchists are of course paciflsts, but
even an atheistic anarchist should
realize that violence cannot win.
Alexander Berkman told me in Atlanta
prison in 1917 that the workers would
win by their solidarity and not by
violence.

PETER LUMSDEN
AMMON HENNACY

the past been an almost certain guaran-
tee of a full gallery and a singing cash
register, but the reiteration of his
screaming heads and mindless and de-
formed men frozen within the emply
canvases no longer have the same im-
pact. Familiarity has dulled the edge
of horror and Bacon must, despite his
dealers, be judged as a craftsman. It
is here that he fails for he has always
managed to cover up his bad work by
h“lun'ing the image yet, for all that, it

%le to deny that he is the
ntial painter of this genera-

-Iinnlung many an acedemic hack and

t fessional avant garde hire-
Cowes Koem a debt for style and
- matter,  But there is a tredness
the work in this badly arranged
overo ghllery and the

ken scabs of paint still

- faces of Blcons

lJbeua wa_l_see the resuh Whlch stnps

istic of the bilge and twaddle handed
out by many women's magazines. A
Mr. C. 1. Bjorklund writes: “There is no

table in his English hotel room, a nail
in the chair, too much noise from the

pub across the way, doors are slammed
too hard. Another hotel in Scotland
only had a small lamp and he had lo

2et out of bed to put the light on, etc.,

Midst advertisements from the savings
bank to ladies’ hand bags, one can still
find enjoyable articles within the pages
of “Arbetaren” in comparison with the
other organs of mass communication
and what passes for “free speech” here.
It would seem that owing to the paper
in gquestion’s very small circulation, an
effort has been made to make it “popu-
lar”—thus the enlisting of advertisers
and “topical” articles. Under the head-
ing International a quotation appears
from FReepoM’s 1/6/63 issue “Libera-
tion of Africa”. Editor Helmut Rudiger
seems to suggest that FREEDOM's attitude
is perhaps too “revolutionary”. The
last sentence in his article also has its
points: “In the same way we' can criti-
cize the new African régimes, yet we
wait for the new leaders (or their sub-
jects) to change their ways to bring
about the new free socialism.

When “Arbetaren” talks of free social-
ism which hasn't been put into practice
vet even in Europe—one wonders if the
concept of, shall we say socialist gov-
ernments in Africa is less repugnant to
them? Particularly when that which
passes for “socialism” today treats gov-
ernments and the idea of the state with
reverence and awe. How then can anar-
chists compromise themselves in any
alliance with today’s “socialists” with-
out becoming hypocritical?

During a debate with the bourgeois
Harold Wilson some years ago in Oslo
[ pointed out the danger of a new Afri-
can ruling class and aristocracy emerg-
ing from each new independent African
state. Mr. Wilson pooh-poohed my re-
mark and accused me of being a defeatist
—and yet when one looks around Africa
at such places as Ghana, Nigeria or

intellectuals like \'v-.imn chngmg o his
background and apron strings of reform-
ism—still believes it's possible to change
the rules and fake the scores of capital-
ism, and he still has a starry-eyed
belief in African “leaders”. If we are
to wait for the dominating political
figures of Africa to “change their ways”
it seems we will wait for ever. Poli-
ticians are politicians all the world over.

The political clap-trap and simpering
from the Liberals and the so-called
Communists as to who will rule and he
the “leaders” in Africa are all wvery
careful te avoid the question as to who
will free the African worker from the
yoke of political servility. These apolo-
gists for capitalism dress up in all soris
of disguises: People’s Party, Welfare
State, Co-operative Democracy, etc, etc.,
they ignore the class struggle and when
all other excuses fail they bombard their
workers at home with “race” propaganda.

reputation.

Unjointed and bone clean they loll
beneath the artificial light of this tatty
and crowded basement gallery waiting
to lord a barren landscape and like a
bleached bone or a solitary pebble they

mould the world to their own size postu-

lating no question, offering no answer,
silent and dead in a dead and silent
world.

And to the Roland Gallery at 19 Cork
Street, W.1., where 51 small bronzes

by Augmte Rodin are on display.
Rodin subjected himself to the disci

pline of lhe human form so llm.

lost within the body of the
When Rodin fails as he does wi

b i,
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WHY NOT

GOMMUNITY GANNERIES

TFH pr -"‘!. n s

pound.

1 as in another connection this
h's ANARCHY deals with the
intages to be derived from Com-
Workshops, we would
gest that as well as the work-
shops, there should be Community
Canneries where for a small sum, or
at public expense, anybody could
have access 10 up 1o date, hygienic
equipment for preserving garden
surpluses, as well as seasonal market
surpluses. Incidentally such can-
neries could be sponsored by relief

as “War on Want”

Think of the thou-
of fruit that go bad
gardens up and down the
alone because nature is
»5 too prolific, which could
i and a scheme devised
1) lnlf the output was sent
people in other parts of

the world
I'he relief of hunger 1s not just a
question of money but above all of
increased food production through-
out the world The answer to
1l or regional surpluses is not
ion in the cultivated area,
rapid distribution of
goods, or their preser-

Airplanes today are being
y used to transport cars
inery. If we were con-

1ed with putung our transport
planes to their best use and not their
most profitabie (in money terms)
use, then obviously we would not
dream of transporting cars (except
iwcross the sea) and would use planes
for conveying perishable food sur-
pluses 1o where they were most
needed. Until we do we shall wit-
ness the immoral, inhuman business
of food being destroyed because
there are no buyers; as well as driv-
ing more thousands of farmers and
peasants away from the Jland in
despair.

- =
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on the Railways?

HE engine-driver who refused to

drive his diesel express single-
handed and was dismissed by British
Rauilways has since been reinstated
but on other duties.

Mr. Robert Hilton, the divisional
mansger of British Railways, who gran-
ted the appeal, stated that Mr. Curlis
had given an undertaking regarding the
observunce of instructions and general
conduct. Mr. Hilton had decided Lo
vary the punishment of dismissal to loss
of pay for the period while under sus-
pension, removal to shunting duties, and
a final warning regarding future conduct.

Mr. Curtis said afterwards: “They gave
me & [@ir hearing. 1 have to abide by
all instructions regarding my terms of
duty. | have to take my punishment
on the chin.”

The case of Mr, Curtis, has not
received the public attention which
it seems 10 us it deserves. For he
has been arguing thar he acted in

the interests of the travelling public,
and that in the interests of safety,
there should be a second man on the
footplate. He rebelled against the
“single-handed manning agreement”
in operation between British Rail-
ways and his union the ASLEF,
which has been operating for some
time. Surely the public should have
some means of expressing its views
on questions concerning ils safety.
It does not se€m a great extrava-
gance that an engine driver respon-
sible for the lives of hundreds of
people should have an assistant with
him in the driving cab just in case of
an emergency; and in any case four
eyes scanning the “road” are less
liable to miss signals than two. The
truvelling public should beware lest
the Beeching economies are carried
out at the expense of safely as well
as of the services.

Anarchist Summer School

wlule undnuhudlglbe wetlest mmmo(lmumm
and with the theme of *

that this writer has auended, .lllo
proved 10 be the biggest and the

l!vallesl.fnrmmym Mﬁ
:::: present from in Dur-

STEPHEN WARD I‘U'“"hjm himself more
ihan the court which nd him guilty
could do, fled wherSSthe vultires of
Fleet Street could MO follow. Fleet
Street’s period <‘1' l'¥ing on immoral

a halle  Viscount Astor
ward Possessed remark-

earnings came 10

said, “'Ste |1I1 n

able gifts of healing Which he exercised
skilfully, conscientic wsly and generously.
Those who were forluliaie’ to have been

will remember him with
gratitude. His readiness 1o help
nyone in pain is the Memory many will

=d by him

CLeopaTRA” came 10OWN: The Daily

Leader carried on itSg€rusade to found
‘a daily newspaper BRE puts emphasis
upon the od -'.‘|~lh'ﬁf| of the evil, the

of the dorrupt; the heroic

]‘lnll.
L of the mean; the generous in-
stes f the |11 shi upon high ideals
|r'|\|g,|d of \L[]'\'It\- upon the stars in
the sky instead of the mud'in the gutter.
words of St. Paul :
things are truc,
ever th are honourable.
W het hings are just;
ever things are :
W hatsoever thingsliare lovely, what-
soever thingy ar@af goed report:
If there be any Ve, and if these
be any praise, I"ﬁﬂl*_"tm these things.
Paul was writisg to the'Philippians at the
time and the word was not copyright in
this translation Unf ately for Eyre
and Spottiswoode the§ translation is,
if mot divinely inspired, protected by
law. Penguin Books will produce a
paper-back edition ofdhe New English
Bible in the spring effield another
Penguin  product into  trouble.
Policemen 100k awa Om nNewsagents
copies of Lady Chatl Lover, Lolita
and books by Agatha Christic among
others. A police of gave it as his
opmion that L.C.L,
Last May in Sydne
police brought a pro
art gallery for disp
obscene statue. It
statue’ from New G
bird-faced man squattis
and what joins head
police, is a male g
claims it j5 a f
appeared for the d
n’ rhc Statue: g

It quotes the

“Whatsoever whatso-

whatso-

it depicts a
on his haunches
LAl claim the

‘on the. religi
fmyone who saw
significance wag
a significance,
son Keyes, the
with the publis
editions for
was agreed bet
publishers that
books the man ar
be at least two fi
year-old in Tes
Tropic of Cane
with guarters
questioned he

Frances Parkin-
had an argument

lurid covers. It
rs. Keyes and her
the covers of her
oman would always
i A seventeen-
ught a copy of
ying for it ($7.50)
halyes. On being
d “Oh, a bunch of

up were repre-

us haye often gotten together dnd formed
this ¢lub so we could afford the book.”
“John Wain, in the Times Literary Sup-
4 plement said, “If lust disappeared from
' the human consciousness, the race would
' bo extinct in a few years. If violence
-and cruelty disappeared—i.¢. were chan:

| channelled into harmless activities such as

lgames —who would be the worse?” . ..

To TurN from the pure to the just. Of
the twenty men in Louisiana’s ‘Death
Row' in Angola prison, three have been
in the condemned cells five years. All
are negroes. The ‘Death Row' prisoners
are never allowed out of the 8 fool by
6 foot cells, even for exercise. The
Warden said he had not got suitable
quarters nor sufficient stafi. A Glasgow
policeman was remanded in custody
charged with the murder of a man found
dead in a police-office cell. A man
who had complained about conditions
at Durham Prison (which complaint led
to an inquiry which found little sub-
stance in the complaint), was sentenced
to four years' imprisonment for forging,
breaking into a garage and other charges.
He asked for 49 other offences to
be considered. A 6l-year-old man was

sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment on.

four charges of indecently assaulting
two girls of 10: He was said to have
22 previous convictions, many of them
being for similar offences. An Army
Sergeant was cleared in the Cm_
Martial Appeal Court for offences in
Cyprus his defmoc was um W:ns lhe

torture. The State
abolished lh'e du,th p

I_rbera[ sociely says: "I!mn
in  British Mngml:ralu cou
on extremely rare g
day.” On Friday the Home y
rejected requests from both sides of the
House of Commons that he M&uﬁr
an enquiry into the Hanratty mu'?ﬂ'
trial on the grounds that Mr, Fenner
Brockway had uncovered furths
and “a confession” which con
that Hanratty may hﬁwe
executed.  Mr. L
Home Secretary at the time of °

Evans' execution) said, “the tr
British belief in the miaﬂibllity of the
legal system no longer exists. .

FroM THE just to the honourable.
Martin Ennals, of the National
Counci| for Civil l..lbe.mes said t&t
plain-clothes  policemen  have ‘been
ordered to dress and behave i
strators listening to )
said asd then mah"
N.C.C.L. has cight r
activity of this sort. A
said, “During the Greek
identified cight policemen gl )
clothes, under the command of an
who mixed with the demonstra
44,000 Indian Central
plnyees have been puni:
tios, b ‘and:
during the past ﬁe-uﬂ,
The South African Department
tice is investigating allegations
corruption over army purchases.

to the West, states that
instructed not to. shoo efugees who
actually succeed in getting over the
East Berlis border, this is a co nce
of the indignation aroused
ing af Peter Fechner,
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Flights of Fancy »
DEAR EpITORS,

Jeremy Westall talks about amnarchists
resorting to violence when they find that
non-wolm is getting them nowhere.

s: where will they get enough

ant lethal weapons to take on the

i armed forces of the State? How many

I~ anarchists will know how to use the

weapons effectively? Will they be able

- to conduct a successful battle against

I the State without having a leadership

and submitting themselves to obeying
orders without question?

Does not one have to be prepared
for such action? Would it not in effect
v mean having a POLICY of violence?
J “In just the same way, if Jeremy would
= shoot anyone who was about to “press
- the button” he would have to be armed;
- revolvers don't materialise out of thin
Ao

LETTERS

that leadership always evolves into dic-
tatorship or bureaucracy, both of which
ara surely abhorrent to anarchists. Even
if our violence is only self defence we
still provide the State with an excuse,
‘a moral escape clause, for its repression
‘and punishment; but if it is forced o
use these against peaceful protests what
' ¢learer indication do we need that it
is really threatened by these, and that
only a slightly harder push will topple
Lit?

The crux of the problem is numbers.
Until we have the great majority of
the population on our side we must
admit that one of our main purposes is
to gain support. With State or State
slanted monopolies of the mass media
this will prove impossible by violent
means. Of course, if our numbers were
so large that we were independent of
bad publicity then violence as a tactic
would be worthy of consideration, at
least in self-defence. But the whole
' point of non-violent action is that when
support is vast enough violence becomes
superfluous, If you hadn't been so
anti-non-violent editorially you might
have given more coverage to the great
successes of the Southern negroes, where
by economic boycott and peaceful but
militant protest, violenee, which would
bring in the military on the side of the
racialists, has been totally dispensed
with. If we had strength ¢nough for a
military revolution we would also have
strength enough for a General Strike,
which coupled with a boycott of the
ruling class would enable us to starve
them out of existence. Of course all
this may be 50 years away, but violent
revolution would be no quicker.

In realising this one sees that non-
v:otem:o is already close to becoming a
prmmﬂle instead of a tactic, for it is

“air!

It seems to me that J.W. and the
al writer indulge in greater flights
) famy than vours truly when they talk
bout using violence successfully with-
. out the necessary weapons.

. - 1 hope that these questions will in-
- duce some comrades to take note of some
‘of the things I have been saying in these
kE columns for some time past.
f Best wishes,
- Slough, July 23, ERNIE CROSSWELL.

b Alﬂwuih I am mindful of Charles

~ Radcliffe’s plea for an end to the
violence versus non-violence contraversy,
"-i"l’bo’llthltanamdehkclw s can only

- the _bpmant of the anarchzst move-
masa ek, ment either now, or in the near future.

the bureaucratic administration, suddenly
chaos, not freedom, would
Iike;y ensue, temporarily at least,
be"fallowed"p:obnbly- by a new auth-
tannnmm
s, however, would not be an anar-
 revolution—there are not enough
libertarian ideas are not suffi-
amongst people not
d active anarchism, and,
_g:i'l.-'m'is neither a sufficient
in such an‘cauiJ nor, in
of one in the ex-
sle, which nonld be

l.ook for Gonstructivo Opportu-

Tm,mtheurblnawmmuoiw-
society, if the police force, and other
organs of enforcement, together with

when an idea is yindicated in practice
that it can b, clevated to a principle
without being a dogma. But I still hesi-
tale myself to rpigecit to this level. |
oo would 1'“butbl¥ shool the prospec-
tive button-pushe,jn the unlikely event
of being faced witly that dilemma, How-
ever, 1 do not gug that this necessarily
invalidates non-yjglence, either as prin-
Ciple or tactic, fop one often acts irres-
pective of one’s principles when emoti-
onal or other gijmuli get the better of
one. Nor is this fecessarily bad. When
a general principle is claimed to have
no exceptions at gl my immediate re-
action 1s to ‘h-"“'llsl it.

Non-violence hyg weaknesses certainly,
but has advantageg too. It is a means
It will not eliminate
hate and replace if'by love where there
15 none already, Jt'is not easy to live
up to cases of extreme provocation, but
as a personal andigroup discipline it is

that is also an end;

entirely life cnhapeing and consistent
with the end one hopes to achieve. The
most  serwous dlh-.ad_\rsnlage of violence

as a revolutionaryfer defensive tactic is
that its adherents jsimpltaneously desire
both it and itg" abolition. 1 don't
imagine that advoeatés of revolutionary

violence in the ‘|t1§rchlst movement ser

iously want it to bea permanent feature
of their new society, and so they must
cherish the myth th t it can be dispen-
sed with in “the f@ture”. This is pure
utopianism. Whatiyou are not prepared
to foreswear now ﬁ of little interest ex-

cept on a purely gcadelmr_ level. The
advocate of viol self-defence must
thtrefore be prepaed to accept a “free”

society based on fhe principle weapon
of the forces of tyfnny and oppression,
The paradox is ineseapable, and perhaps
this is why It 18880 widely ignored.
Human life must be=to human beings—
the supreme thing, SAs far as I can see
the man who ta nother life denies
this. " He can only Windicate it again by
sacrificing his © ‘Kaliayev realised
this, so did many the Terrorists, it
is a pity that it i§¥mot more concisely
appreciated by t temporary advo-
cates of anarchist

Yo

sincerely,
IAN VINE,

Bristol, July 26.

ut wishing to delracl
value of the work
rades in anti- nucler
is more genuinely
such demonstrations,
¥ be argued that the
first priority at the

latter must
momem..

to suggest that local
ould make a practice
people, rather that
d support and en-
ities, where necessary
the initiative in an
‘a catalyst in the pro-
up community struc-
y disintegrated urban

archist groups which
in a number of
some of their time
the life of their local
t would be possible
ity, to instigating

to gathering, ex-

is to take its place.

y unp acdtar

ment come in here?

Let’s Commit
Ourselves !

DEeEAR COMRADES.

|

Inlike (

tnere Is eve

ink that
satd for having
movement,
CLLAr. It 15

combining

omrade loth, 1 ti
rything to be

the anarchist
anarcho-syndicalism

the best part of a

‘Isms”  1In
in parti

Process

positive CONSTRUCTIVE alternatives
to capitalism with the maximum liber-
tarian activity, “it” being the anarchist
movement

For one thing [ do not think that the
issue of authoritarianism is such a boge:

as our “anarchist”(?) would have us
believe, if socia]l and
political set-up in this country which is
the all pervading we feel and
and in much as authority
police vio
etc., it becomes so because people stand
up and hit back at the state machine
Not because have an abstract dis-
like for authority but they are
immediately prevented from doing cer-
tain things such as demonstrating or
meeting. It is the purpose for the meel-
ing that brings people, not the after
effects, though it is then that the impor-
tant actions are and the rea] les-
sons are learnt.

anything it i1s the
influence
acl against,
2nce, the

15 an ssue e.g, courls

they

because

taken

IFhat is why 1 think thal when the
“non-vielent” types turn up on these
demonstrations and begin shouling their
platitudes about “peaceful demonstra-
tions” they should be the first to
clobbered, all they do 1s confuse others
at a time when we should be giving the
police a bit of their own medicine and
getting the right to assumble by fighting
for it, not being pushed around from
street to street. This only demoralises
our ranks and makes authority all the
stronger. If Comrade Uloth dislikes
“authority” then perhaps he should think
again about the best way to oppose it
equally about how to end il.

get

This brings me on to my second point
about those “isms” our hero dreads.
Now if we are against capitalism and its
state machine (I take it Comrade Uloth
is) what if any is the best way to end
that state of affairs, also what, if any,
Du'e we try to en-

enough to be sympathetic to lhc non-
violent type of activities of certain
members of the 100 (here 1 should like
to point out that not every member is
non-violent, I refer you to the Greek
Visit, the Cuba affair, and others); nor
to praise the Committee's negative atti-
tude towards a programme, etc., that is
a weakness which they would do well
to overcome. We all know how rotten
the political parties are in this country,
every ong of them, so why shouldn't we
attempt to make the 100 a libertarian
AND positive movement against the
Rachmans and *“good™ government?
Though apart from the 100 which is
mainly student, there is a much more
important and vital force (dare 1 say
it?) ie. the working class. These mil-
lions, organised through their unions,
who are the historical heirs to the
future, if any, can and will provide the
material and force with which capital-
ism and everything it stands for can
be destroyed. And after? Socialism.
And how? Through their class instru-
ments—the unions (anarcho-syndicalism).
And what? The maximum liberty and
movement, without any state restrictions
(the state would have been destroyed—
anarchy), and mankind finding itself,

getting up from its knees.

Now where does the anarchist move-
Well, we can
and on- the side-lines gq,d walch
'y pass us by, h:r we can dive into
ﬂ;ﬁu strugg yes commil our-
nd be a part of the way of life
he or ydthlnu that means any-

fyould thatbe

FREEDOM
T T TR R -

CENTRAL LONDON

CHANGE OF MEETING PLACE
‘Lamb and Flag”, Rose Street, Covent
Garden, W.C.2. (nr. Garrick and King
Streets: Leicester Square tube), 7.45 p.m.
AUG 11 Arthur Uloth:
Subject to be announced.

ALL, WELCOME

HYDE PARK MEETINGS

Sundays at 3.30 p.m., Speakers’ Comner.

Weather and other circumstances per-
mitting,

EDINBURGH

Would Anarchists in or near Edinburgh
please contact Alasdair Macdonald,
[orphin, Torphin Road, Coliston, Edin-
burgh

ROMFORD & HORNCHURCH
ANARCHIST GROUP

For details please contact:—
John Chamberlain, 47 Upper Rainham

Road, Hornchurch, Essex. OR Chris
Rose, 34 Newbury Gardens, Upminster,
SUSSEX ANARCHIST GROUP
including Brighton and other South
Coast Towns

People interested in Regular Meeting
please contact Alan Albon, 55 Station

Sussex, Hailsham 358.

BRISTOL FEDERATION

Bristol Outdoor Meetings:

T'he Downs (nr. Blackboy Hill) every
Sunday, 3.30, circumstances and weather
permitting.

MANCHESTER

Would anyone interested in forming
some sort of anarchist group in Man-

Road, Hailsham,

chester, please contact John McEwen,
c/o Farrish, 4 Sanby Avenue, Mount
Estate, Gorton, Manchester.

BATH ANARCHIST GROUP

Anvone interested please contact:—
R. J. Lewis, 3 King Edward Road, Bath.

GLASGOW FEDERATION

Meets every Thursday, 7.30, at 4 Ross
Street, Glasgow, E.2 (off Gallowgate).

OFF-GENTRE
DISGIISSIOII MEETINGS

W

Fulham S W 6

3rd Tuesday at Brian and Doris Leslie’s,
242 Amesbury Avenue, S.W.2 (Streatham
Hill, Nr. Station).

Third Wednesday of the month, at 8 p.m.
at Albert Portch’s, 11 Courcy Road (off
Wood Green High Road), N.8.

gaiut Th:li;day gto each ll:nonth,GTom
mes 10N ttage ortis reen,
N.2. (3rd door past Tudor Hotel).

Last Thursday of each month at 8 p.m.
at George Hayes', 174 Mcleod Road,
Abbey Wood, S.E.2.

Second Friday of each month at 8 p.m.

otuahmmthulp.-. ;

at Sid Parker s, 202, Broomwood Road,
Clapham Common. S.W.11. be:
Clapham South, Buses: 37, 49 189).

3rd Friday of each month at 8 p.m. at
Donald & Irene Rooum's, 148a Fellows
Road. Swiss Cottage, N.W.3.




