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HEAVY

n 1st January, activists carried out

actions in London, blockading

the company offices and doing
banner drops from the Tate Modern
and St Paul’s Cathedral, as well as
leafleting people on the Millennium
Bridge. The destruction of lceland’s
nature is happening now; for the sole
purpose of building dams to provide
energy for aluminium smelters, the
aluminium from which will be used to
make aeroplanes, weapons and
unnecessary consumer goods. The

largest remaining pristine wilderness in
western Europe — including wild
rivers, waterfalls, mountains and
mossy highlands thick with flowers —
is under threat in order that the US
and Iceland and related companies can
profit from heavy industry. The
hydroelectricity from the dams is
contracted for sale for 50 years to the
company Alcoa, which is closing two
smelters in the US and relocating to
lceland to save money.

Nature and People

There has not been a thorough
environmental impact assessment or a
full geological survey, yer the unique
features of Icelandic nature will
disappear if action is not taken. There
are risks to individual species and the
balance of ecosystems, some of which
are actually in an officially protected
area, but which will be submerged
under the interests of profit. Rocky
gorges and sediment ledges, which are
a record of 10,000 years of geological

TRIDENT

illions of pounds wasted on the

development of a new set of nuke

subs could be spent on much
needed, other things. Bur imagination
is needed to create alternative

employment for the 3,000-ptus work
force at the Barrow-in-Furness
shipyard where these machines are
built. Almost totally dependent on
MoD contracts, the yard is rather like
an obsolete nationalised industry, only
owned by BAE Systems shareholders.
Possible alternatives include work like
the two fully equipped hospiral ships
‘Amazon Hope’ and ‘Amazon Hope 2’
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INDUSTRY IN ICELAN

and climatic change, are under threat.
These are unique geological features of
immense interest to scientists studying
climate chaos. There are many risks
posed for humans too, in terms of
their livelihoods being destroyed
through flooding and from other side-
effects of the dams, such as dust
storms and dangers arising from the
effects of the flooding on a
substructure weakened by geothermal
fissures or volcanic cracks. Aluminium
smelters emit enormous quantities of
greenhouse gases. In 2001, Iceland
negotiated the biggest increase in
permitted emissions under the Kyoto
protocol in the world, due to its clean
reputation. Then Alcoa moved 1n to
exploit this situation: the mintstry of
environment gave Alcoa a licence to
emit 12kg of sulphur dioxide per
tonne of aluminium produced, which
is 12 times the level the World Bank
expects from modern smelters.

Political Context

The Icelandic governmentis public
rationale for the project is that the
dams and smelters will revitalise the
local economy by creating jobs and
reversing the current depopulation
trend in the east. However, there is
little unemployment and few Icelandic
youngsters would be tempted by the
harsh conditions of the highland
construction site. Indeed, young
Icelandic workers have died in the
construction of the first dam and the
two existing smelters have been

ALTERNA

that were refitted in recent years at
Barrow. They help to make friends
with people instead of frightening
them with nuclear destruction. There
are other kinds of subs. apart from
nukes: they can be used for filming,
research, tourism, the leisure industry,
and to harvest manganese on the sea
bed. Some of these are a niche market,
but cars, phones and computers were
once novelties. Drilling platforms for
oil and gas are other alternatives, as
are off shore technologies to make
power from wind, waves and tidal
energy. Ironically, the wind turbines
near Barrow, in Morecambe Bay were
made at the Belfast shipyard (ralk
about wasted miles!). All these
products could be sold internationally.
Barrow has time to recruit and train a
rescarch, development and sales team.
Even BAE Systems cannot go around
trying to sell nuclear submarines! All
this only offers a reformist remedy, but
according to Barrow borough
councillor and chair of the pro-nuke
‘Keep Our Future Afloat’ campaign,
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obliged to import cheap foreign
labour.

Landsvirkjun, the national power
company, has spent millions of krona
on PR. However, even they admir the
project will not be sustainable.

Thorsteinn Siglaugsson, a risk

IVE

Terry Waiting the only worry is about
jobs; not economic or moral concerns.
This stance forgets whar happened in
the mid-80s art the planning of the first
set of Tridents. Instead of the secure
jobs promised, after a few years the
work force was cut from 17,000 to
3,500. A source which cannot be
named reports that back then, the subs
were being builr even before the
politicians gave the go-ahead. The
same source adds that today (when
Blair’s decision-making is far ahead of
Parliamentary debate on this issue) the
second generation of Tridents is being
built at Barrow ‘on the quiet’. To hide
the operation, different sections are
being built ar various sites around the
huge shipyard, assemblage raking
place with the main road sealed-off for
the sake of what might be called
‘industrial privacy’. It would be
cheaper for the state to send these
workers on paid holicay for life,
rather than pursue this national status
symbol thar successive governments
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specialist, has suggested che project
will never make a profit, and the
Icelandic taxpayer may well end up
subsidising Alcoa. The media in
lceland is controlled both directly and
indirectly by the state. The BBC World
Service lost its slot on lcelandic

airwaves just as minke whale-hunting
was resumed after a 14-year ban.
Gudbergur Bergsson, a write and
social commentator, noted Iceland 1s
unique in being 80% middle class,
which s the easiest class to control,
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DALE FARM

opes have been raised thar the

largest traveller site in the UK,

will gain a stay of eviction in the
New Year.

Two appeals in the area at nearby
sites have led to one yard on
Cranfield Road given a five-year
allowance for residental use, and
three other sites, on Gypsy Hill, have
won four years each.

The victories have followed news
that due to the restructuring of
central government begun in May,
which split off a ‘Communities and
Local Government’ ministry trom the
Office of The Deputy Prime Minister,
a planned judicial review on Dale
Farm’s furure has been put off unril
SPring next year.

Traveller campaigner Grattan
Puxon received a letter from Basildon
council saying that a new plan s
being drawn up regarding planning
over traveller sites, which could
represent a major U-turn on the Tory
council’s controversial policy decision
to put aside £3million for a legal and

direct action campaign to enforce
evicrions.

He said: “I think it's likely they will
give us more time and I'm very happy
with that. If we ger a four year
extension it will make ten years at the
place and the administration may
have changed, they may give
permission to stay.

“The council will put out a new
development plan and lay out which
will agree time scales for finding
extra sites. lavolved parties will ger
21 days and two weeks afrer that the
results of the appeals will be mad
known. It hopes to bring the whole
process to a close within seven
weeks.”

Some sites are still not covered by
the effective moratorium on evictions
however, with protecrion orders at
ten central plots at Dale Farm and
another at Merrytield due to run out
at Christmas.

The site has been called the “last
stand’ for many Irish Travellers.

Rob Ray

VIEWS
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Home and away

NHS Cuts

Trade unions have reacted angrily to a
leaked document showing the govern-
ment’s possible future strategy for the
NHS workforce. The report recommends
cutting 40.000 jobs next vear. although
the government denies this. Last year.
however, it denied planning to cut
20,000 jobs, jobs which were gone by
the end of the vear. The document,
outlining the NHS pay and workforce
strategy for 2008-201 1. shows that by
2010-11. the NHS will experience a
shortage of 1,200 GPs, 14.000 nurses
and 1,100 junior and staff-grade
doctors. There will also be 3,200 extra
consultants that the NHS cannot afford
to pay. as well as an excess of 16,200
allied health professionals (AHPs),
health scientists and technicians.

The draft, seen by the Health Service
Journal, sets out controversial ways of
bringing down the national pay bill for
NHS staff. It says that pay for nurses
could be dictated by local market
rates, and that unemployment could
be used to “create downward pressure
on wages .

Oxford Primate Research

In 2002, Oxford University released
info about a new lab to be built in
2004, replacing a lab that never got
planning permission thanks to the efforts
of SPEAK and animal rights actvists.
The new laboratory has faced
nurmerous problems at the construction
site, including weekly demonstrations,
extra security measure, being over-
budget and not meeting schedule
targets. Due o thrs thouosands-of
animals have already been saved from
lab experiments. To get more involved
see speakcampaigns.org

Wildcat strikes over Legal Aid
reforms

Criminal defence solicitors across the
country staged wildcat strikes to
protest against legal aid reforms, as
momentum gathered for more radical
action on a national scalefi despite a
warning from the Law Society that
strikes could breach competition law.

Lawyers also accused the government
of being “subversive” after a letter
came to light from the Department for
Constitutional Affairs (DCA) offering
“intelligence about the defence
community” to Jocal criminal justice
boards in relation to the strikes.

Eleven areas took part m strike action,
including Cardiff, Portsmouth, Bury,
Southampton and Peterborough. It is
understood that only duty solicitors acted
in the police station and magistrates’
court, with other solicitors refusing to
provide back-up. The strikes were in
protest at the means-testing svstern for
criminal defence work and Lord
Carrer’s reforms.

There is strong support for national
strike acton in January, which would also
involve duty solicitors refusing to act.

London law firms will be the hardest
hit by impending reforms to civil and
criminal legal aid, while other urban
areas will also face a tough future,
government research has revealed. About
16,000 union members are expected to
take part in the industrial action as a
response to the cuts, which comes a year
after the first national strike by
" magistrates court staff in their 800-year
history. The work-to-rule will put the
magistrates courts under new pressure
after a series of wildcat strikes around
the country by criminal defence solicitors
protesting over legal aid reforms,
including a new, complicated means
test for defendants.

o

Around the world

S e
Bangladesh: Police in the
Bangladeshi capital have fired rubber
bullets at stone-throwing protesters
taking part in a nationwide blockade
to force electoral reform.

Several people were injured in
clashes in Dhaka, focal media
reported.

The three-day blockade of roads,
ports and railways is being organised
by an-alliance of political parties who
want elections set for this month
postponed.

The Awami League and its allies say

they will boycott the 22nd January

salleging-it-will not-be-frec-ards—==-i
i

Bangladeshi President lajuddin
Ahmed says the elections will go ahead
as planned.

Belgium: Belgians were thrown into a
panic when a spoof television news
report said their country had been
‘abolished’.

Government offices were flooded
with calls after the report that the
Dutch-speaking Flanders region had
declared independence and Belgium no
longer existed as a nation.

The French-language RTBF
interrupted programming to show
footage of cheering crowds waving the
Flemish flag and traffic jams at the
new border.

Even foreign diplomats were taken
in by the hoax which the station said
was designed to show tensions
between the French and Dutch-
speaking communities.

n 6th May 2006, riots erupted

0 during the European Social
Forum march in Athens. For a

period of three hours and following a
2km route, around two and a half
thousand anarchists in smaller
groups of four to five hundred
attacked banks, large department
stores, police cars, government
buildings, the police headquarters,
riot police, riot police buses as well
as “Z-team’ policemen {motorcycle
team). They also attacked the US
embassy, the Hilton hotel, the Italian
embassy, and the riot police guarding
the house of parliament.

Twenty people were arrested.
Seventeen of them now await trial on
multiple felony charges. Three of

| them have been in detention since

Belgium’s broadcasting minister
eventually ordered the station to flash
up the words “this is fiction™ over the
broadcast, reports the Daily Record.

A spokesman for Belgian prime
minister Guy Verhofstadt said: “It was
in very bad taste. It scared many
people.”

RTBEF television’s head of news Yves
Thiran said: “Our intention was to
show viewers the real possibility of
Belgium no longer being a country in a
few months.”

Chad: New attacks by Sudan’s
-jﬂt‘rjpw'id—ﬁghmtrd?iﬁﬂg' S
thousands of people from their homes
in eastern Chad, the United Nations
has said.

More than 20.000 people have fled
in the past fortnight, the UNHCR said
on Friday.

Most fled their homes as fighters
from the Sudan-based Janjawid
militias stepped up their attacks, the
UN agency said.

The fresh violence has brought the
number of displaced Chadians to more
than 100,000.

“The latest wave of violence over
the past two weeks has resulted in the
displacement of an estimated 20,000
Chadians,” UNHCR said in a
statement.

“More than 10,000 of them fled
their homes following cross-border
attacks by alleged Janjawid militia in
the region of Borota.”

“Another 10,000 from more than
20 villages have fled inter-communal

strikers

their arrest in May 2006.

One of those three detained since
May *06 is Tarasios Zadorozni, an
anarchist immigrant from the
Ukraine. He began a hunger strike on
29th November to protest against his
imprisonment and was subsequently
moved to the prison’s hospital on
10th December with health problems.

The second prisoner of the three,
Gerasimos Kyriakopoulos, began a
hunger strike to protest against his
imprisonment on 15th December. He
already had existing kidney problems
and was moved to the prison’s
hospital on 18th December.

For the latest information on these hunger
strikers, see Bitp://www.wombles.org.uk/

anticle200701583.php.

hostilities and are now gathered in the
village of Gassire, 8km north of the
town of Goz Beida.”

The UN said it was unable either to
stop the violence or to offer adequate
aid and shelter to Chadians driven
from their homes.

“Resources are simplv insufficient to
meet the overwhelming needs,™ Serge
Male, UNHCR’s Chad representative,
said in the statement:

France: Hundreds of protesters in
France have rung in the New Year by
holding a light-hearted march against
it.

Parodying the French readiness to
say ‘non’, the demonstrators in the
western city of Nantes waved banners
reading: ‘No to 2007’ and ‘Now is
better!’

The marchers called on governments
and the UN to stop time’s ‘mad race’
and declare a moratorium on the
future.

The protest was held in the rain and
organisers joked that even the weather
was against the New Year.

The tension mounted as the minutes
ticked away towards midnight — but
the arrival of 2007 did nothing to
dampen their enthusiasm.

The protesters began to chant: ‘No
to 2008!°
- “They vowed to stage a-similar
protest on 31 December 2007 on the
Champs-Elysees avenue in Paris.

See vou there...

Trident

wmp page 1
have lacked the courage and foresight
to ban. Unfortunately such thinking
needs imagination, and that may lead
to people controlling their own lives in
the sort of scenario many anarchists
work towards.

Martin S. Gilbert

Iceland

) page 1
because they have the most to lose.

Iceland has no military and the people
seem quite passive. There has been
some opposition, such as a demonstra-
tion in Reykjavik on 26th September
2006 comprising 15,000 people, vet
two days later the floods started.

International Seving Iceland Gathering,
Brighton. UK, 2nd to4th February 2007, at

United States: News coverage of the
recent illegal execution of Iraqi
dictator Saddam Husscin has been
peculiarly unbalanced! Not a mention
of who ‘placed’ him in his former
position. Not a pixel of the otherwise
widely-circulated photograph of him
shaking hands with former ‘Defense’
Secretary, Rumsfeld. Not a whiff of
the fact that Clinton (directing — also
illegal - UN sanctions) was responsible
for more Iragi deaths than Saddam
was. Plenty, though, on how
wonderful and what a peacemaker
was Gerald Ford, who also died Jast
month. Ford promoted the deaths of
one third of East Timorians in a proxy
war with US-backed Indonesia. “A
great, healing president.”

Other recent news stories at the end
of 2006 unlikely to be covered fully -
or at all — include documents released
by the American Civil Liberties Union
detailing how the Pentagon has been
spying on church meetings where
opposition to military recruitment and
the war in Iraq is voiced. For example
the Department of ‘Defense’ (DoD)
advised California recruiting stations
that anti-recruitment protests were
about to take place. The same
database report also carried
information on peace meetings and
non-violence training sessions planned

for churches arournd New York.
Veterans for Peace was even described ;
«_..as a possible threat to Army and
DoD personnel ™.

The Cowley Club social centre — discussions
about this summers protest camp and loca!
solidarity actions.

Protest camp in iceland from 6th July 2007
see www.savingiceland.org for regular
updates.

Crossword answers

Across: 7 Automate, 8 Obey, 9 Loki,
10 Unyoking, 11 Arsenic, 14 Greed,
15 Nor, 17 H-bomb. 19 Durruti, 23
Concerto, 24 When, 26 Knee, 27
Super-ego.

Down: 1 Hugo. 2 Louise Michel. 3
Bakunin, 4 Kenya, 6 Reinvent, 9 Lea,
12 Rub-downs, 13 Cod, 16 Rudolph
Rocker. 20 Reward, 21 Ian, 22 Ernst.
25 Eggs.

And congratulations to the winner of
our prize crossword, the first name out
of the hat was Richard Alexander, who
will be receiving his prize shortly.
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NHS boom and bust

Privatisation is continuing to bleed the NHS finances dry, finds
Richard Griffin

hile hospitals are forced o

continue to sack health workers

in order to balance the books,
the NHS is facing a shortage of key
staff, including nurses, according to a
leaked Department of Health (DoH)
policy paper.

Panic cuts in the NHS’s £4 billion
annual rraining budget this vear will
the DoH itself predicts lead to a
shortage of 1,200 GPs, 14,000 nurses
and 1,100 medical consultants. This
year up to 37,000 jobs will be lost in
the health service. Shortages of nurses,
doctors, radiographers, porters and
others will hit patient care and lead to
longer wait lists for treatments. NHS
trusts are already reported to be
cancelling operations as they run out
of money.

As previously reported in Freedom,
the root cause of the health services’
current financial problems is
privatisation. The influential health
think rank Reform has, for example,
reported thar there is a “clear link”
berween huspital deficits and PFI
projects. Eight of the twelve hospirals
where new PFI projects were approved
last year are in deficit. Despite the fact
thar private construction projects are
bleeding the NHS drv New Labour
plan 1o spend a staggering £13.5
billion on PFL.

Despite deficits the DoH are spending
£330 million on privare sector manage-
ment consultants — more than enough
to re-employ the health workers
currently being sacked by hospirals.

NHS spending on non-NHS provided
services grew by 227% last year to £4

billion according to Reform and just
before Christmas the first hospital was
handed over to the private sector.
From July the 60-bed Lymington New
Forest Trust will be run by the private
Partnership Health Group. Unison fear
that this will be the first of many
hospitals to be privatised.

Although the NHS’s problems have
been caused by government policy,
particularly marketisation, it is the
workers who are taking the brunt of
the consequences and not just through
job losses. The DoH is attempting to
peg this year’s pay increase to just 2%
— below the rate of inflation and
effectively a pay cut. The government
also wants to dismantle national pay
bargaining and introduce regional pay.
This will mean that workers doing the
same job will be paid different rates.
Unison has said that they will
“strongly resist” attempts to end
national pay.

An I'WW member and anarchist
who works in the NHS told Freedom
“what is going on is crazy. Only two
years ago the government negotiated a
new pay system, now they are trying
to dismantle it. They acknowledge
there will be shortages of staff bur
they are trying to reduce pay which
will drive more workers out of the
NHS. Morale is at rock botrom.”

Despite the gravity of the situation
the response of the unions is still
pathetic. Yer another lobby of
Parliament is planned on 23rd January
— despite the previous one in
November having absolutely no
impact on government policy. At long

uilding project at Kingston Hospital

last a national demonstration is being
considered for 3rd March. In the
meantime NHS jobs are lost, graduate
health workers trained at the tax

ichard Boston 1938-2006

ichard Boston died on 22nd

December 2006, a week before his

sixty-eighth bisthday. 1n 1996 he
brought seventy new. subscribers wo
Freedom, an extra ten per cent, with
an arncle in The Guardian Weekend,
Anarchy among the Anarchists’.

Richard had a 1all, gangly frame,
resembling that of the French comse
Jaques Tau. In 1966 he was visiting
lParis and went to see Jaques Tau's film
studio. Tatt hired him as a double, and
in Tau's film Playtime, some shots of
Tati’s back are in fact of Richard
Boston’s back.

His appente was tremendous. Afier
lunch with some Peace News people in
a cafe, he said “That was very nmice, lets
have it again”, and ordered a second
lunch the same as the first. The cafe
proprietor charged him for only one
meal, saying he would be ashamed o
charge a customer wice, who had
only caten once.

In the 1970s he had a regular Guardin
column, *Boston on Beer', which was
important to the ‘Real Ale movement,
and later in the 1970s he published

anmiled Vole, a magazine of what 1s
no the green movement.

A version of ‘Anarchy among the
Anarchists’ is included in Starkness At
Noon, a compilation of Richard’s
newspaper and magazine articles. Irs

. title 15 changed to *Mere Anarchy’ and

it 1s rearranged and enlarged 10 make
a winty, crudite advocacy of
anarchism. For a newspaper column
{espeaially one which mentioned the
subscripion rates for Freedom and
The Kaven), Kihard needed 'a peg o
hang 1w on’; wo 'Anarchy among the

1 Anarchists’ was about conflict with

the anarchiut imovement.

There have always been different
approaches 10 anarchivm, and
anarchist publicatuons exprevsing
different opimons. Some such
publications over the past 110 years
have denvunced Freedom Press, and
FP has never (well, hardly ever) replied
s print, hecause public reheamal of
parochial squabbles makes us look
silly.

Alberr Melzer, a wity, luad wetes
and “a large fund of good stories
which were often true™ (Nicolas
Walter) worked with Vernon Richards
and Freedom Press from the 19305 o
the 1950s. Bur in 1968 he wrned

hostile, and for the next 28 years
applied his invenrive talent and wit 1o
artacks on Richards and Freedom
Press. When Melrzer died in 1996,
some newspaper obituaries took his
slanders to be true, and presented his
hostility to Freedom Press as anarchist
opposiaon to “academia-onented
liberals and pacifists”. Richards,
turious, lorsook s resalution not 1o
reply to slanders i pri and
published an obitwary in Freedom
headed *tustead of an Obiary’. {lus
provided the peg on which Richard
Boston hung *Anarchy among the
Anarchisty’,

I you can bind a copy of Starkness
at Noon, read "Mere Anarchy’. ltis a
rearrangeinent ot "Anarchy among the
Anarchists’, with a ditterent aim, but
the basic story s sl there, and 1015
llanious.

Donald Rooum

payers expense cannot find work and

operations cancelled. The people who
suffer the most are the poor. Although
not widely reported the government

has acknowledged that the health gap

berween rich and poor is growing.
Thanks to New Labour the NHS is

in a mess and things are likely to get

Protect our woodland

Skiprat reports from

Titnore Woods

few months ago, at the end of the

summer | spent some time art

Tinore Lane Woods, where a
dedicated group of environmental
activists have set up camp 1o oppose
the developmenr of 875 huxury houses,
a new lesco, and a car park. This will
mvolve the cuting down ob a large
number of ancent trees.

ltonore fane Treetop Camp has
h('L‘ll (31} ()l\(“l'.l“()l\ tor seven Il\()l\(h\
now, cttecuvely protestung agamst the
development ot roads and housing in
the unque and ancient woodland area
of Worthing. The camp uses an
extensive network of trechouses,
walkways and twnnels. Lois just one of
the methods of resistance being used
by Protect Our Woodland (POW), set
up in 2002 by local residents and
environmental activists concerned
about the destruction ot this natural
habitat and its wildlite which would
be lost it construction went ahead.
On 27th July the camp lost the

court case and lodged an appeal. This
was lost on 29th August. Since then

they have been expecting the bailiffs to
arrive at any time, but five months
later they are still there.

The Woodland Trust, amongst
others, has joined the protest to appeal
for the wood to be permanently
reprieved tromn any construction work
or destrucaon in any way. This natural
habutat has existed tor many
thousands ot vears and s known as
England’s ramtorest. It's a hrtle ironic
that people tell Brazil to stop
destroving their torests when we are
about to permanently lose our own
natural henrage, ot which we have just
2% lett n Boitam.

Vhe camp is constantly inhabited by
many people, with more coming to
join the cause every day. They are very
triendly and organised, however your
help 1s needed for the camp to be even
more successtul. This can be achieved
by donations of food, money, blankets
and other items, as well as support in
the form of visitors, spending time at
the camp and getting involved in the
work needed, or just generally
spreading the word.

For more information or to get involved,
please see www.protectourwoodland.co.uk.
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Viewing noxious rubbish

Louis Further takes a look at the way television manipulates
public opinion in the US

otherwise sensitive and warm people

like most Amenicans can hold such
odd, illogical and gramirously aggressive
views. Thar is undl you wartch the
propaganda they’re fed hour in hour
our. 365 days a-year.

North American relevision and radio
outlets abuse their power (and the
implicit trust they enjoy thart they are
‘serving’ their audiences) by passing
off as news biased features from
corporate and government lobbyists.
This is the pracrice of VNRs, Video
News Releases. Their misuse like this
1s also illegal. acrually. The Federal
Communications Act requires
broadcasrers inform rheir andience
“thar such mawer is sponsored, paid
for or furnished, either in whole or in
part; and by whom or on whose behalf
such considerarion was supplied.” It
emerged towardsthe end-of-lasc year—-|
thar these deceprions are on the increase
and the regulatory bodies, instead of
prevenung them, are ar best ignoring
them; ar worst encouraging them.

And they’re doing so at the same Gme
as cenrralisation and concenrranion of
media 1s making locally-originated
news harder still 1o come by: affiliates
and local outlets of the big nerwork
television stations (CBS, NBC and
ARC) are scrapping all local coverage
in six major US ciries.

Forry six starions in 22 stares were

I s somerimes hard ro explain how

recently cited by two watchdog groups,

the ‘Center for Media and Democracy’
and ‘Free Press’, for improperly
including VNRs in their ourpur. In
several cases starions are openly
acknowledging their ‘mistakes’ and
then conrinuing ro make them. Hence
these latest reports and the increased
need for vigilance and opposition by
‘consumers’ of news.

VNRs are prepackaged items which
appear to COntain or constitute
properly-reported informarion. Bur
their subject martter is generally
originated, wrirten and produced
either by a PR company or a govern-
ment body with a vested interest in the
product, service, policy or polirical
stance being described and being
implicitly pushed. The VNR is not
identified as such when aired and the
‘reporzer’ fails ro acknowledge their
source(s); they give the impression that

-genuine.research lies-behind wharis ..

being presented. The six month
mnvestigation which led ro the
publication late in 2006 of these
reports includes a story broadcast by a
television station in Missouri
questoning global warming but
creared by oil industry lobbyists.
Similarly, a'consumer news story
abour rental cars which aired on San
Francisco’s KGO-TV back i June
2006 included marerial from a VNR
produced by an insurance company.
CBS 5-TV broadcast a story about the
first inhalable insulin treatment

approved by the US Food and Drug
Administration. Half the story was
pulled from a VNR created for the
drug’s maker, Pfizer. And so on.

Even the industry’s Radio-Television
News Direcrors Association guidelines
on the use of VNRs state: ‘news
managers and producers should clearly
disclose the origin of information and
label all marerial provided by
corporate or other non-edirorial
sources.” At the same time the
Association has lobbied the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC),
the body charged by the government
to oversee broadcasting, to halr what
lictle investigation the latter has
carried out inro the use of VNRs.

The FCC does include some
commissioners who are opposed to
borh centralisation and unerhical
broadcasting like this. Bur they are the

-aninoricy:~No wonder‘th'e-public-is :

having a hard time distinguishing
berween news and propaganda.”
Federal Communicarions
commissioner

Jonathan Adelstein said in response
to the findings. He was supported by
commissioner Michael Copps:
“Americans have a legal right to know
thar what appears to be independent
news reports are actually bought and
paid for by a private corporation.”

Add to this the filth, pre-digested
snippets of gossip dressed as news and

barrage of anti-left propaganda pushed

Regime change in Somalia

Erhiopian army have flared in the

Somalian capiral Mogadishu.
Three people, indluding a young boy
were killed and 17 others injured
when Erthiopian troops fired on
demonstratrors on Saturday.

In recent weeks 15,000 Edhiopian
troops, accompanied by tanks and
fighter jets, supported by US warships
have launched an amack on the
country and overthrown the popularly
supported Union of Islamic Courts
(YOC), which, after declaring victory
over the American supported Alliance
for the Restoration of Peace and
Counter-Terrorism (ARPCT) in June

Pro:csts against the cccupying

had brought peace and stability to the
south for rhe first ime since 1992,
Evidence has emerged of American
and Brinish involvement to support
warlords including CIA funding
support for the ARPCT and the use of
private security firms in order to
overthrow the IUC. These acrions are
in violarion of the UN arms embargo
10 the country. The ARPCT failure 1o
defear the JUC, and the peaceful
spread of the JUC through negoriation
and popular support, was the trigger
for increased Ethiopian involvement,
The area has a history of being used
1o fight proxy wars for supcrpowers
(though rhis is not to discount the
agency and motivartions of regional
players). Christian Ethiopia is
concerned abour its sizeable Somali
minority and Muslim population and
has a history of conflict and border
disputes with Somalia and Eritrea.
Erhiopia has a history of supporting
warlords in Somalia in an efforr to
desrabilise its neighbour in order to
ensure its own security. Somalia was
Sovier client state during the Cold
War, while the US backed Ethiopia.
When Haile Selassie I fell in 1974

allegiances switched; and Erthiopia
under the Derg allied with the Soviers
and the US starred putring money into
Somalia. As Cold War ended US lost
interest in cthe country and let it fall
apart, unril the intervention after the
fall of Siad Barre in 1992, which
arguably fuelled the internal conflicr.
Now we are witnessing the US attempr
1o install a client regime in order ro
secure strategic regional interests
(including recently discovered oil}
from the danger of a popular backed
Islamic srare.

The United Nations has authorized
a peace keeping force ro protecr the
Transitional Federal Government
(TFG) headed by Abdullahi Yusuf
Ahmed. The TFG was created in
Kenya under US auspices, and betore
the intervention controlled only the
small town of Baidoa. Ethiopia
lapnched airstrikes on 24 December
and now conrrols most of the country
while the 1CU has disbanded, although
borders are closed and US warships
patrol the coast to Isfamic fighters
escaping by sea. The UN is expected
150,000 refugees from rhe fighting to
flee to the border with Kenya,

daily by most stations across the
country, the endless derivative drivel
from the enterrainment networks, right
wing talk-radio and the religious radio
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movement and irs lirle wonder that
the country is as far our of rouch as it
is with reality and the rest of the
world. Happy New Year!

IWA: the report

congress of anarcho-syndicalist

rernational the IWA in
Manchester, with members, friends
and guest associarions sending
delegarions from around the world.

A three-day conference was hosted
by member group SolFed, which
discussed the fucure for anarcho-
syndicalism alongside votes regarding
the participation of two of the inter-
national’s largest member organisations,
the FAU of Germany and the USI of
Iraly,

The IWA has 13 voring groups from
Europe, the Balkans, South America
and Africa, of which three have union
presences — the CNT in Spain, the
FAU and USI.

In a vote 1 the conference, USY was
cleared by a wide margin of any
suspicion that it might bave broken the
terms of membership of the inrex-
narional, following a commission’s
reporr on its parucipation in ‘RSUs’, a
form of elecred union representation
similar to works councils, which are
regarded as damaging to anarcho-
syndicalist pracrice.

Of the voting groups at the conference,

D ecember saw the 23rd annual

nine backed the USls position, though
it was made clear that the USI should
strive to extricate itself from any such
bodies in furure.

In a close vore, the FAU meanwhile
was told to recognise expulsions
carried out by the TWA following an
extended period when the group
continued to mainrain contacts with
organisations classed as ‘enemies’ of
the international. The new secretariat,
to be based in Belgrade, is ro moniror
them.

Communication was a strong theme
for the congress, as both use
technology and widespread
distribution of materials from member
countries has been weak within the
IWA. Resolutions were passed on
training, translation of materials into
English, a requirement for annual
progress reports from each section,
and a commission will be appointed to
look inro improving the situation.

A relaunch is planned for the TWA
within the next two years, focussing
on Lartin America and casualised
workplaces.

The 2008 Congress will be held in
Brazil.



F Seaaml e ]

Freedom 13th January 2007

Feature

The state pulling out

2006 was a year for the state to forget there was ever a public
sector. Rob Ray looks back...

January

A second strike in two weeks sees the
RMT shut down tube stations across
London as workers demand private
companies running the system provide
enough cover to meet fire and safety
regulations, after they try to impose
cuts just a few months after the
attacks on 7/7.

Freedom: reveals major flaws in the
rollout of *‘WiMax’, a poorly-tested
and inefficient attempt to replace
current wireless broadband technology
with something more easily controlled
bv relecommunication companies.
Experts in community-based wireless
networking contacted by Freedom
condemn the move, mainstream media
lauds “the dawn of a new age”.

February

It’s all about pensions, as the major
unions finally roll out a ballot for
strike action long months too late,
following a splitting of negotiations
between local and national level civil
servants. Anarchist civil servants
predict in Freedom that the strike will
be a great recruiter, but a washout as
union officials sell out racher than
back lengthy resistance or try to
enforce reform.

The government get rebuked by
Europe for having the worst pension
protection scheme in the EU and
flouting a directive to provide for
workers whose pensions are destroyed
through company bankruptcy. Unions
and government become locked in a
lengthy Jegal bartle as the government
fights to ensure it doesn’t have to pay
the cost of its own mistake.

March
The Broadway Market occupation in
London ends when police and sheriffs
evict local people who had banded
round to protect the local café from
destruction. The protest got
widespread coverage across Europe as
a struggle against gentrification’s
displacement of working class
communities.

The largest one-day strike
undertaken since 1926 begins in

defence of pensions, with over one
million people walking out and
picketing across the country from local
government. Anarchist public sector
workers call for more widespread and
longer strike action, fearing a one-day
strike will be regarded as nothing
more than a roken gesture.

April

Nearly rwo million people across the
US march to protest the hr4437 bill, a
Republican-backed attempt to
crimimnalise ‘illegal® immigration into
the country. Protesters say they seek
real immigration reform that is
comprehensive, respects civil rights,
reunites families, protects workers,
and offers a path to citizenship for the
current undocumented and future
immigrants to the US.

A Freedom: report uncovers a
miassive and Increasing strain on
mental health services which is far
outstripping even the wave of cuts to
the rest of the NHS, even as a
governmental report states that
existing care is inadequate. Health
sector workers predicr disastrous
consequences if curs, as planned, are
heavily biased towards the sector
despite its existing problems.

April/May

The government declares a hunger
strike which had held at Colnbrooke
immigration detention centre over
after a sustained campaign by inmartes.
Press coverage of the hunger strike
was curtailed, but the radical press
remained almost the only group to
provide reasonable coverage.

A little-heralded report headlines in
Freedom as it shows PFI hospitals are
actively draining money from frontline
services in he NHS. The report adds to
a litany of major problems with PFl
companies and building works.

June

The government are attacked by rhe
GMB union for trying to shut down
the largest back to work scheme for
the disabled in Britain, even as they

ateempt to shift disabled people off

benefits. Analysis by Freedom of the
governmental report shows huge
discrepancies in their methodology for
deciding on the shutdown.

Freedom cocks up royally by
running a front page saying *Stick chat
up your ASDA price’ about a GMB
strike at supermarkert distribution
depots that is called off between the
final layout and actual distribution. In
fairness, the speed with which the
GMB took a half-arsed deal for far
less than they should have stood done
surprised even us...

July
The government introduces ic Welfare
Reform Bill, which looks to rake one
million people off incapacity benefir by
making them more difficult to come
by and closer in outlook to the hated
Jabseeker’s allowance programme.
The government is caught out trying
to sell off the control of budgerary
decision making to privare companies
in an advert to a European journal.
They later reword the advert after a
pubhic ourtery.

August

A spoof front page is run for the silly
scason detailing some of the places
where mass casualties could be
mflicted and the government don’t
bother defending, but which
unaccountably remain unmolested by
terrorists repardless...

September
Freedont is the only publication in the
UK to report on warnings from West

Papuan rebels that massive forces are
building up along the border berween
Indonesis and Papua New Guinea and
that there could be a conflict. Two
months after publication. reports of
possible troop movement are
condemned by international bodies
and is reported. This month, reports
have started tiltering through of
contflict on the border between
Indonesian troops and West Papuan
nationalists.

In a damning ceport, Freedom
exclusively reveals a catalogue of
double standards being applied to
residents and businesses being evicted
due to the Olympic games, with
businesses being built their own
custom-made premises costing
millions, and residents not even getring
legal costs,

October

The Fire Brigades Union declares
victory after its longest strike in 30
vears in Manchester sees 1,000 people
come out for 27 days in protest at
major cuts being imposed on the fire
service. The strike is aided by the Iraq
war, as there are no armed forced to
drive replacement Green Goddesses.

A peer-reviewed report in che Lasncet
medical journal tinds thar between
470,000 and 790,000 deaths may have
oceurred in lrag due to the war
Approximately 2.5% of fraq’s
population have died over and above
what would have happened without
the invasion. The report is disnussed
by all governments despite strong
scientific credentials.

November

In a Freedom exclusive, a leading
health watchdog tears apart the New
Labour Independent Sector Treatment
Centre initative, showing massive
biases in favour of the privare sector
project have failed to make it perform
better than the NHS model it is
intended to replace.

APPO continue to survive despire
the full force of Mexican state
authority being brought down on
them. However running bartles have
taken a terrible toll on civilians and
against all sense, the hared governor
remains in place.

December
Questions are raised over the [T
database set up to handle vulnerable
children cases for the NSPCC., with
statf criticising the system as largely
unworkable and even acrively
dangerous tor the NSPCC’s clients.
Protests break out in immigration
detention centers across the UK, as
asylum seekers react to hugely
substandard conditions and treatment
reported by the government’s own
watchdog. Disturbing anecdotal
evidence emerges suggesting
depression and mental health
breakdown rates are so high that in
one 400-capacity centre, there are an
average of two sutcide attempts every
week.

This is a special rourdup for the New Year. n
the next issue we will be running part two of
James Horrox's double feature on Britain's
surveillance society.

|
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Anarchism
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isannial 33 and VIURIAYY CoOperanion.
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ol capliniatun and deiinnalion.
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Angel Alley

Merry New Year and alf thar ¢rap!
Th Precdim oifses are soll frecmng,
and I apil knaciered, bt the paper
Lray e bsadianyg g shgittyg o b
Huank you to all the writers who have
cetiptibraled smnething i thas iswue,

s ft‘)’;jyi')ltul' L Wl’.i[cch:-pcl AIT
sgallery will be dosed for the nexs
ewhiscn wushic s6 fhere may e
fowey than wewai art-lovere i the
shisp, Tuswever we 84 have & couple of
REW WABHIECE g ab e A6 Some
1 and say belles!

AN s The subieey of vidunicers,
WE A6 aids Ay W bl with
Sitrbunium and publciy, and we
Gerpnrately need wans help with
GG Ol Gacer av well - of we
gt b $ised W po munthly - v
Ghemsd BON'T b iy,

Vinaily, Frecdeon bas guracicd the
gt of Chatned 4. A srescarcher for

big Laseddbier Bas tacn i sk witly us
JAEs g A alisi i Taiwinalcy
Itr the new wses, Appasently they
A6 M b T sessy, g
a1l ward Ahe serice W e “opan U
everysnus” . Wagyeisas Ssiath ty s
shirald Coantadd skl ccdinnpicss.
ik by detsiio,

Contact details

Vicwsscaiy Fiun, Gdb Whsachaps| 4igh
i oo 5.3 YQR

iolfdaw. Ll 7247 Yiay

e dresdompiin g uk

Seiqmif 153 ARG v ity Sl
C gyl attire: sumgrf@tnedinn pr s sn gk
Srbsaceigeiitame: sk oA rondoR P g s
Kb shiigy, Mﬂrduu.,}u PORETTEE S
Fevedisees Viwas fostaibiggticos.
dudsireedinn e s g ok

Next issue

Thig e isaur wall b daed 2700
Juairy 2UG7 04 this Just doy 15 g0
eﬂry/‘/ 10 v Jon that s woll bac | Taimday
Vask Jureary. Send aptgles b ug by
soitand 10 s el e stk
i byt wadeeanid v D Bditoss,
Vagsdan, Ssih W)ui&;i»..y&l H_g,_
Sevsst, Daedeos 111 743%,

Lynch mob?

If e hypocenies of imperialist regimes

are gGipg 1o stan lynching

perpetrators of genocide and crimes

sgainst humanigy, then shouldn’r they

have dangled General Sharon from a
| coarse neose and every fsraeli leader
sinee 1949 fur cheir cule of sadism
wpon e people of Lebanon and
Palesnine?

sut what has been played out in the

court room drama and rhe agents
whio gscorted the former lraqi
president 1o the gallows was a flecting
sense of achievement and an
adaprancn for the American television
sudsence, Indeed & pathetic
conalianon 1o fulfil the common
eraving ereated by café dwellers of
' down-tows Magshatrans.
| And of course, this political

sesassination of Saddam Hussein has
! been cultivated by plurocracy; sending
shockwaves throughour the Middle
Fast o politcal leaders who do not
conform, thar they will suffer the
same fare if they dare jeopardise
corporate ehites thar breed rhe filth
from the new American and Israeli
Babylonian dynasries.

Stew

Lenin would be
proud

fan McKay's article on Local Govern-
ment (18th November 2006) reminded
me of an aspectr of New Labour, which
iy scldom acknowledged amongst all -
the other nefarious crap coming from
Numiber 10. {t’s the language used by
New Labour and their imposition of
their ows culture and ideology. In my
GpGion, sueh a things were not
manifested 5o elearly in the carly
years of Tony's reign, However, in
recent tunes New Labour language
scems 16 be ¢reeping its way into daily
hife inore and more.

MacKay's arricle 15 full of New
{abour claseics such as "engagement’
and 'leadership’, Anyone clse
| subjeeted w the government will
recapnise Gthers, Such eoncepts as
‘ambinon’ and “focus’ will be familiar.
Many of thesc words are typically
used i disguise coercive of fricrional
| behavicur. for example, in HMRC
‘ (Fer Majesry’s Kevenue and Customs)
1€ Conwnesn §6Gr tax-payers [o be
referced W as "gustomers’, In my
opsn, the truth 8 that he rax
collecton are only state coployed
KEves, YardPort aplwants are now
reierred Lo 3y SUsEGMEES (o6, |
wsapne this Sncepe will extend night
serias the public sector wirth ey
SAasealy'y unstes Beng pven such o
waswan Lile, Win Sew Labours
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‘ambition’ ro mask over social friction
with basrardised words of the English
language they can hope to paint a
rosy picture of a ‘together’ sociery.

However, the New Labour ideology
is truly illustrared wirth its promorion
of the *Diversity’ concepr. It should be
fairly obvious ro anyone who has
opened his or her eyes that diversity is
self-evidenr. With New Labour it
becomes a compulsory mantra. Of
course, the imposition of this concept
is beset with problems. Especially in
view of the fact thar Diversity
recognises everyone accept the ‘un-
diverse’. Not that [ have the slightest
symparhy with most ‘un-diverse’
views (fascism, etc.), burt in the
essence, the abandonment of the ‘un-
diverse’ invalidares Diversity as a
concepr. [n essence Diversity becomes
a meaningless projected docrtrine,
which is forced on the oppressed
ranks of sociery. For the time being
‘behaviours’ and *values’ are only
enforced upon civil servants (as
WIIEn inro new contracrual terms in
HMRC]). One can only wonder how
much longer it will be before Labour’s
codes of behaviour find their way into
all levels of sociery.

Bemdt Hans

Unfair Comment

This week [22nd to 28th Ocrober
2006] Ruth Kelly announced rhat the
Government would find extra money
rewards for councils thar had elecred
mayors and acted in a firmer way
{presumably this means less democraric)
in pushing rthrough change (‘improve-
ments’) whether or not these were
popular.

We have a council that held two
referenda, seeking a mandare to divide
the county, was vored down both rimes,
raised the issue a third time, bur didn’t
put it to the vore and wirhout
consulting anyone made the division.

Equally it has twice had some form
of consulration about restructuring to
have an elected mayor, a cabinet system
and so forth, differing oprions for such
systems featured OD the ballors, bur
there was no room to say one would
rather keep a less cenrralised system. .

Which is probably why in narional
surveys Telford 8¢ Wrekin is described
as one of the best councils in the
country, though it has consistently cut
social services, (the present majority
were elected complaining how the
previous lot had so done) and when
Walsall Council tried 10 keep theirs it
was labeled a failing council, and our
chief execurive was disparched ro
them, 10 rui theirs.

Just how dangerous this might be
was showa carlier in the week, when
another aunister sald that a mooerary

# 144'_&:_!6 'l‘,_.ryr on ug Ui [M(wnary vgngwl# W pjanﬁﬂ
Fing ng 16 Wi siow At Guiy Bubk frem Fi

paoity
Shicll oLscuse Guastions. Wit it's
Guisn, -MW 1o Imd Gl mgfe than
a8t afd alqg_nu, all inthrs 'ﬂ’"" ndndy‘quewott

reward would be given to any council
thar applied to have nuclear waste
buried in their area.

Coal was mined our in The Wrekin
long before Tharcher destroyed the
industry elsewhere, there are plenry of
deep holes to be found; I fear it 1s only
too easy to Imagine our councillors
deciding thar a grant of central govern-
ment funds is more imporrant than
the increased cancer risks, erc., and
that we are an ideal place 10 house
the waste.

Historically the Wrekin district was
interesting. In the eighreenth century
the heart of the industrial revolution,
and long before that notable in many
ways, clustered round the hill from
which it gers its name, on its foorhills,
the valleys berween them; it lies just
North of the Severn, berween the
striking hills of South Shropshire and
the flat agricultural lands in the North
of the county. In Roman times
Shropshire was a centre of gold and
lead exrracrion, long before that
Tartessians and Phoenicians came for
tin, copper and barium were also
mined here. In Saxon times the
woollen trade thrived. The portery
industry, now associared with Stoke
on Trent, moved there from here.

Telford, which has been slapped
down in the district, is a somewhat
soulless New Town. They came found
a dying iron industry and declining
mining one, with a number of old
marker towns; (not exactly pir villages
since as the coal was very near the
surface most of the mines were small
— artisan affairs, only to the east; were
there large mine-employers;) slapped
an out-of-town shopping centre down
in the middle, proclaiming that ro be
the town centre, converted old foundries
into mini-business parks, and filled in
other gaps with housing estares. While
they were doing this they allowed a
good industrial rail network (which
could easily have been developed as a
modern metro-system,) to be destroyed.

The planners bringing in an increased
population, just ar the time rhat the
local industry was being destroyed,
meant enormous initial unemployment,
then forced wages So far down that
new industry was atrracted; though
for years the only heavy industry was
the welfare service. Not surprisingly,
whereas The Wrekin was in Charrist
and carly trade union days a centre of
working class radicalism, Telford
never before Tharcher boasted’ a
subducd work-force; an ideal home
for Blairite councillors.

Why would a council want such a
grant? Good question. Just as an
example of how they might acg; hers
we see the council = or racher the
governing inner circle - buying up a
number of closed pubs, using them
using them for council schemes,
announang a1t abways does that this
13 not vdone with ratepayers' money,
O Counvil MoNney; a way W get
cheap support, (provisding facilicies
with mouney thar is not the counail’s)
as well as 2 way to avoid any
discussion,

Juse what ‘trmer’ can mean in the
can-wxe was showi recantly when
caine oue that the Council was abouc
to sell off parr of the park, The major
asser which was advertised ro ger
people to come 1 the town in the
first place was its large central park;
but teom the beginning the New
Town authority and then the council
refused to state exactly where the
boundaries Jay; they cliimed the Pack
*had no hnies'.
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They have been able therefore 1o
derach and develop successive areas
and once again this was i3 the Gifing,
The remnant of an earlier "hands off
our park’ campaign sull exist, bar had
long ago been raken over and famed.
Therc were however enough people
who bad moved here to be near the
park; there were also the remnants of
the old Labour Left who refound
conscience and courage; 50 it looked
as if there would be an upsurge of
protest. In face it gor diverted into
gazing ar its own navcl,

However in its early days there
were large meetings; no-one then had
any clear idea what the council wanred
to do, who was pushing or what, so
there was no clear line. Meerings were
based on discussion/debate, s6 as o
find out what was proposed and
whether it was desirable. When
councillors were asked 1o chair such
debate — and lec me stress again, it was
to chair debarte - they were informed
by the Council’s legal department rharc
to 50 do, would mean rthar councilors
had “embraced a position publicly,
before debarte in the council chamber,”
and that this would mean thar they
would forfeir their right to vare on the
issue, Needless to say chose members of
the Council cabiner who proclaimed
the need for Telford “ro move with
the times ... to provide adequare
encertainment facilities for visicing
business|wolmen and so to build
complexes within the park” were not
deemed s0 to have torfeited their
neucralicy.

Thanks

Thank you very much for helping me
o get accommodarion for the London
Bookfair. Three issues back you
printed my plea tor ir, even though
my lerrer was pur in rather sarcastic
rerms. 1 had two replics, one from an
old friend. If people ger in touch wich
me through the pages of Freedom, |
shall try to put those who need
accommodation, in touch with rhose
who offer it for next year’s Bookrair.
Martin $. Gilbert

Lo

Quiz answers

L Milton Friedian, 1980 saw the sty of
the deepest recesnion siee the 1930,
with wiemplayment doubling 1 aver
12%:

. Chile's econonne vollapasd, sullering the

1=

decpest depression singe the 1930s,

we

. Miton Fricdman (again) with lug
“narusal rate of uncmployment,” Balogh
called v “che incomes policy af Karl
Muarx™!

<. The Friends of Dyrsut,
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Its writer/director

wanted Mischief Night to be ‘a very silly film

about very serious issues’. Tom Jenmngs judges it to be spot on

enny Woolcock's Channel 4 |
stories set in Leeds (Tina
Goes Shopping. 1999: Tina
Takes A Break, 2001)
located their Cutting Edge
credentials in characters and
events being fictionalised
from the laboriously recorded experiences
of estate residents. who also provided
the casts. However, an equally radical
departure was to carefully depict the
evervday life of the UK urban deprived,
rather than merely their reactions to
the crises and traumas which social
realist melodrama normally agonises
about. Instead emphasising the
resourcefulness, humour and inventive-
ness of a contemporary underclass
struggling to stay materially and
emotionally afloat, the films reportedlv
inspired Paul Abbott to embellish his
biographical reminiscences into
Shameless — with the latter’s success
prompting its production company to
commission the cinematic completion

of the Tina trilogy in Mischief Night.

The film’s 2005 shoot coincided with
the London bombings and subsequent
police activity in Beeston (where three
of the perpetrators came from and who
some of the street-cast actors knew),
addingimmediacy.to:thentenuon:to

_ understand and undermine through
comedy the increasing spatial and
educational segregation of British
Asians from their neighbours. The
drama develops from the legacies of
far closer interaction a few vears ago,
centering on the redoubtable Tina
Crabrree (Kelli Hollis) striving for 2
secure home set-up for her three kids
(by different fathers: “all wankers™).
Their various preoccupations yield
multiple storylines and diverse
connections with the equally embattled,
fractious and conflicted Khan family
from across Crossflats Park in the days
Jeading up to 4th November — the
anpual Mischief Night sanctioning
relatively benigo juvenile delinquency
(ezged cars, soaped windows, flaming
dogshit) to complement the more
mundane pervasive disrespect and
darker anti-sociability of drugs,
racism, crime and violence.

With design and cinermmatography
magnifying social warmth and vitality
in the area despite its divisions, the
bhangra and new beats soundtrack

similarly militates against grey grim

BOOKS

Armed Madhouse and other
tales of class combat in a
dying regime

by Greg Palast

‘published by Alten Lane

£0.00

American investigative journalist Greg

~ Palast has more of his reports aired on

mmgbt than in the US where
.iv- s more or Jess censored by the

- major media nctworks. His latest book

rmed Mad/mmn is an excellent follow

cliché as the wit and mayhem
accelerate and resolve into a
generational conteast of multiracial
hope. Ex-con waiter Immic (Ramon
Tikaram) and Tina rckindlc their
adolescent romance to cseape unhappy
situations, requicing decisive breaks
with backward-looking traditions -
him leaving his family and her
escaping the cycle of community
despair presided over by her dad,
crime boss Don (Gwynne Hollis).
Meanwhile, young teenagers
Kimberley and Asif (Holly Kenny and
Qasim Akhtar) pursue their own
quests, which converge on Immic’s old
mate, druglord Qassim (Christopher
Simpson). They succeed only by
forging a more open fricndship based
on mutual generosity, a desire for
autonomy, and an awarcncss of the
limitations of parental choices —
working-through rather than wishing-
away the toxic power relations of the
past in serving the needs of the future.

A Midautumn Night’s Dream
Looking for deterministic narrative
arcs rather misses the point, however —
an urge itself obliquely lampooned in
the Big Men's hot air ballooning fetish.
This deft condensation-ofjoyriding——
lifestyle aspiration, and the Northern
kitchen sink ritual of climbing the hill
and looking down on the town, leaves
Don and his licutenants flailing out of
control of their territory. The flight
ends impaled on the mosque tower,
thus crudely counterposing failed
Western secular dreams of mastery to
the comparable impotence of the
Muslim hierarchy in dealing with
today’s complexities. Here the clders
enlist Qassim’s criminal muscle to
repel takeover by fundamentalists
(whose imam’s ridiculous sermonising
is taken verbatim from Abu Hamza
speeches), Throughout the film such
plot absurdities likewise signal the
humility of the film-maker in
relinquishing authorial omnipotence —
instead bravely weaving the weft and
warp of meticulously collected grass-
roots anecdotes, banter and repartec

to demolish pretension, free up energy
and facilitate agency.

Fittingly, the children’s exploration
of Mischief Night's mysterious adult
world provides most of the bite,
blithely juggfing real danger and

Armed Madhonse starts by Jooking,
ar how the Bush regime has capitalised
on the fear of terrorism 1o erode
citizen's civil liberties, whilst at the
same time blocking US security
services from investigating Sauds
Arabion funding of Al-Qacda and Dr
A.Q. Khan the Pakistani atom bomb
developer who sold his designs to
Libya and North Korea, Az | write,
North Korea has earried out a nuclear
test! Palast makes the valid point that
the oppressive Patrioe Act was bought
in before the Septomber 11th atroeity.

Chaprers twe and three make up the

heartache with naive sass and insight.
Macauley (Tina’s youngest) and friends
grapple with the insanities of respecta-
bility (“My mam’s a smackhead™.
“Mine’s a dinner-lady™), attracted to
the relatively well-off ‘Death Row’
whose denizens — paedophiles, gangsters,
lesbians — mythically link poshness
with perversion. While joyrider Asif
views Osama bin Laden screcnsavers
and jihad videos as comic relicf from
being pressganged into drug-dealing,
Tyler’s apprenticeship ro grandad Don
entails blundering around junkic mums
and courier grans. And whereas
Kimberley finally shoots her newly-
found Pakistani father, Immic’s younger
sister Sarina strategises her transcendence
of patriarchy in the local urban music

nightclub - a temporary autonomous

bulk of the book, looking at how the
US administration harched and execured
plans to control Iragi oil production
and how Bush/Cheney fixed the 2004
clection and will do so again in 2008,
Chapter two the flow goes in depth
to the opposing plans hatched within
the Whitchouse, Neog-¢onservatives
wanting to crank up Iraqi oil output
to force down the price and destroy
Saudi Arabia and Big Oil who wanted
output surpressed (o boose profits, This
chaprer demands your nttention I found
it haed to keep up with the differene
factions and per.énnnlitiéu involved and

zone where lower-class vouth of all
races enjoy their own hyvbrid culture in
rclative peace away from the vexing
intransigence elsewhere.
Cross-matching and cross-fertilising
the corrosive fissures and prejudices of
white and Asian communitics, the film’s
hilarity consistently erodes stereotypes,
remaining rooted in working-class
neighbourhoods. Here, despite intense
material pressures, upward mobility’s
falsc promises are just as destructive as
the baleful allure of the law of the
criminal jungle in crystallising vicious
circles of isolation. The desperate rear-
guard defence of ancestral families
provides po inoculation, merely locking
the gencrations into perpetual misery
and the submission to oppression
which carnival has always had the

got a lictle tost in the Peak Oil theory.
I the end Big Oil won boosting profits
to $113 billion in 2005.

Chapter three ‘The Con' looks at
how the Republicans fixed the votes in
the swing stares of Ohio, Jowa and
New Mexico. Unfortunately the reader
needs to have a little knowledge of the
US electoral system 1o fully understand
how the Republicans fix the votes.
Interestingly the Republicans have
been fined in the “50s and "60s for
attempting o fix elections.

function of momentarily overturning.
In fact, though now celebrated only in
Yorkshire, the druidic origins of
Mischief Night - a time whep fairies
walk the carth — predate Hallowe'en
and Guy Fawkes by many centurjes.
While hardly supernatural, the
outcomes of this highly unusual urban
fairytale “with its head in the clouds
and its fect on the ground™ (Woolcock)
might also seem somewhat improbable.
Nevertheless, its ambitious alcherny
of pragmatic irreverence for authority,
laughing-off of adversity, and
imaginative empathy and engagement
— updates age-old formulace for
survival, solidarity and resistance
which are still applicable throughout
the land.

i conclusion of his first book will show

The last chapter exposes how Bushs |
policies nre forcing dosn US wagee and

www.tomjennings.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk

dumbing down the education system.
Definitely well worth a read to
anyone interested in anti-globilisation
and US government misdeeds. Greg, is
certainly not an Anarchist, reading the

you this. He seems to be a progressive
liberal, sadly this book doesnt offer
much in the way of how to counter
the Bush administration other than
signing up to Greg’s website!
Nevertheless this is still a
informed and important hook to help
onderstand the forces we are op
ACAINSE,

well



http://www.tomjennings.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk

A Sideways Loo

Just before Christmas, | happened to
notice an advert on a bus inviting

| benefits. This ends up being a subsidy |

Many other low paid workers can

only continue doing the jobs they do
because of these tax credits, or other

people to inform a confidential hotline | to the worst employers. who would

about anyone they suspected to be
claiming benefits falsely. On the same
bus were adverts from several Jocal
councils exhorting their tenants to pay
their rent this Christmas, the tone of
which jmplied that these feckless
proles might instead waste it on
organic turkey, high class champagne
and presents.

1 got to wondering if places
frequented by the ultra-rich werce
targeted in the same way for those
evading tax. Perhaps limousines might
feature a discrect little ad inviting
people to inform on tax dodgers, or
mavbe executive gyms might be staked
out by reams of investigators. Of
course, this is frivolous. A quick scan
of google for gov.uk domains that
mention tax evasion gets 3,690. Tax
cheats gexs 2.200. Benefit fraud
returns over 142,000. The
government’s priorities are clear ~
people who claim benefits they are not
entitled to in the Byzantine world of
the Department for Work and
Pensions are an enemy worthy of
targeting extra resources at. Tax
dodgers are more likely to get honours
than hounded — the few people
prosecuted for tax evasion tend to be
small businessmen, rather than the big
fish.

The same rules apply to us all, we
are told. If Richard Branson or Sir
Philip Green were to fraudulently
claim benefits, the state would treat
them just the same as people on
council estates. And if anyone on a
council estate wanted to take up
residence in Monaco for tax reasons
{Le. so that they didn’t have to pay
any?) — there’s nothing to stop them.
Apart from not having any money of
course.

The benefit fraud industry really.
took off during the early *90s, when
local councils who administered
housing benefit were allowed to keep a
proportion of the amounts they
recovered from fraud, to invest in
further anti-fraud initiatives. The small
team in one south London council
went from three people to 27 in the
course of two vears. It’s hard to know
how much of it was really fraud, given
how much it suited the council to
paint it as such. Ironically, the then
Chair of the Housing Committee was
one of their victims.

Many ordinary people who don’t
need benefits will of course protest
that they'd rather.that the money they
pay in tax is used in ways other than
subsidising those who are playing the
system. However, ths ignores the fact
that benefits are actually a subsidy for
business. This process has accelerated
under Gordon Brown (the left’s great
hope!) as he has introduced more and
more tax credits. In order to pay tax,
you need to be earning wages above a
certain Jevel (£5,035 this year), so a

1

lot of part time workers don’t pay any.

have to raise their pay in order to
attract more workets if it wasn't for
these hidden subsidies.

The message from the powers that
be is simple — vou can get away with it
if vou’re rich, but we're watching vou
if you're poor. And we expect vou to
pay the costs!

Svartfrosk

New.inilie —
Bookshop—

ﬁfﬂm‘* Kriow whether to-bedepressed
by this or not, but it seems to me that
anarchists are always being asked the
same questions. You know the kind of
thing ‘who will do the crappy jobs in
this free society of yours? What about
murderers and rapists running amok?
And just how do you propose to make
it happen in the first place?’

Luckily, these questions have been
pondered in the past by better minds
than mine, not least in Alexander
Berkman's ABC of Anarchism, recently
reprinted in a swanky new edition by
Freedom Press. Starting with as good
an indictment of the injustices and
sheer criminality of the capitalist
system as you're ever likely to read,
Berkman goes on to show that a world
without bosses is both practical and
achjevable “without™, as he puts it,
“humankind baving to grow wings
and become angelic in the meantime™.

One of the strengths of this book for
me is how Berkman engages the
Reader, particularly in the early
chapters. You are addressed as ‘vou’,
in an easy, conversational style, as
Berkman asks why vou should be
content to Jive in a world where the
many are forced to work-for the .good
of the few. Berkman is not afraid of
putting his message across in simple
language; 2 much underrated skill.
Why say ‘expropriation’, when ‘theft’
will do?

A couple of weeks ago, a work
colleague asked me what I was reading
at the moment, and it was this book.

She read a couple of pages, and said,
“He’s not too happy, is he?” It’s not
the most nuanced book review you’ll
ever read, but she was right. Berkman
is not happy with a world run on
greed, theft and murder. His passion
for a better world is clear on every
page of this book, or, to put it another
way, ‘highly recommended’.
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Imagine if...

In 2 time and a place not so far
removed from where you're sitting, a
member of the armed forces® finest
stamps his feet to keep warm.

He looks around him, seeing only
death, destruction and starvation as a

Most of the destruction, he muses,
was caused by him over the last while,
in the course of fighting vet more
pockets of Western-armed bandits,
warlords and even extremist fighters.

Many of the deaths can be
attributed to that too, though more
can probably be blamed on the utter
devastation of what infrastructure
existed both during and after the
invasion.

result of infrastructure collapse but
also of short-handedness, an inability
to farm properly in the midst of a civil
and imperial war, legal restrictions
placed by the occupying power and its
puppets which force seed-growers to
buy non-renewable crops alongside the
destruction of existing stocks.

The winter however is going to do
the worst damage this month. Bombed
out houses will provide scant
protection from the chill, lack of food
will burn fat reserves faster as the
body attempts to keep itself at a
reasonable temperature. The
breakdown in the economy will rob
families of hearing, decent warm
clothing and medicines when their
immune systems give out before the
cold.

Still, thinks the soldier, at least
they’re not posting sentry duty on
New Year’s eve in case the opposition
decide to launch an attack.

Kudos if you can work out which one of the
myriad civil wars and imperialist invasions I'm
tatking about. Happy New Year.

long veil of winter drapes over the day.

—The starvation meathile is parely a ! mate. inhuntane and iltega

Listings

28th January Social Centres Gathering
for discussion, practical workshops,
sharing ideas, skills and experience
followed by cabaret and cocktails at
the 1in12 Club, Albion Street, off
Fulton Street, Bradford, call 01274
734160, see 1in12.com
(accommodation available, contact
01274 745002 or hive@riseup.net)
29th January Phone In Sick Day.
apparently this date is calculated as
the most depressing day of the year, so
aim to bring the country to a standstill
by phoning in sick. for more info call
07737020496 or see thesicknote.com
7th February Campaign Against
Depleted Uranium, put pressure on the
government to abandon this indiscrimi-

lobby from 2pm to 4pm publ:c
meeting 7pm to 9pm, Parliament,
London SW1, for more derails see
cadu.org.uk/action or call call 0161
273 8293

10th March The Sixth International
@lternative Bookfair in Gent at De
Centrale, Kraankindersstraat 2, Gent,
Belgium, from 10am-8pm - as well as
books, etc., there will be a programme
of conferences, workshops, video
showings and performances, for info
see www.aboekenbeurs.be or contact
aboekenbeurs@yahoo.com

17th and 18th March The Twelfth Bav
Area Anarchist Bookfair at SF County
Fair Building, Golden Gate Park, 9th
Avenue & Lincoln Boulelvard, San
Francisco, USA, from 10am until 6pm
(on 17th) and 11am to Spm (on 18th)
— this year back at the old location
with all the space needed to walk
around, to talk with other visitors, to
look, to enjoy the programmes and the
cafe, and over two days. Contact The
Bookfair Committee, /o Bound
Together Books, 1369 Haight Street,
San Francisco, CA 94117

‘ 5th and 6th April Expose Exxon Day,
24 hours of protest at Exxon (Esso)
headquarters, details of cvents 1o be
announced. for more info see
campaigncc.org/stopexxon.htm!
6th to 8th Junc G8 Summir at
Heiligendamm on the north coast of

Germany near Rostock, for more see
wombles.org.uk/article200609109.php

=

The quiz
1. Who, in 1980, predicted “only a

modest reduction in output and
employment will be a side effect of
reducing inflation to single figures
by 1982 if his ideas were applied?
And what actually happened when
they were?

2. What happened after the same
economist proclaimed Pinochet’s
Chile an “economic miracle” in
January 1982?

. According to economist Thomas
Balogh, who was “deliberately
setting out to base the viability of
the capitalist system on the
maintenance of a large ‘industrial
reserve army’” of the unemployed?

4. Joaquin Perez Navarro, who died

last vear, was the last surviving
member of what?
Answers on page 6
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