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the kind of world set-up which
gesulates human affairs the pos-
iy W war al some ume or
is inevitable and it is naive of
frals and pacifists to fondly hope
the threat of war can be elimi-
Bd through the good offices of
Bticiuns and governments meeting
cockrails and caviar or in the
B formal surroundings of dis-
fent conferences and UNO
it 15 naive and silly to imagine
wars sver start by “accident”
it svery palitical crisis brings
B the brink of war. The pacifist
andists are fast becoming like
boy in the fable who cried wolf
) when there was no wolf
pn the occasion when he was
¢ the truth nobody believed
Wz are not suggesting that
ifists are liars, but we do
g5t that they allow their hearts
Bt the better of their heads on
Buastion of war. The same of

e Iceberg

is Hrsi deal with some of the
gnyths of war, that is with the
ble part of the political iceberg
B thar nations would noi engage
pensive armamenis program-
s if thev did not expect o have
fight a war sooner or later. All
15 argue that they are
for defence and not with
wve intentions. And unless
: 1o look upon the
m powers 4s the defenders of

SKITZ has been on holiday.
Back in harness next week.

he Myths of War & Peace

politics 1s not a slanging match, or
a battle of wits between heads of
government in which an ill-placed
word. or a threat might well set in
motion the machinery of war. As
with an iceberg the real political
dangers are below the surface out of
view from a gullible public fed bv
the purveyors of mass comniunica-
tions with a load of sensationalism
larzely invented by fertile-minded
hacks which pass off as “news”
And. to our minds, only by trying
to fathom the depths of politics;
only by tryving to understand how
the system operates, who are the
real rulers and last bui not least
realising that war is resorted to only
when all else has failed, that those
of us who want to see the threat of
war removed for ever from our lives
will be able to act at least with an
awareness that we are at grips with
the real problem.

peace and individual freedom (over-
looking such incidents as Cuba,
Egvpt, Angola, Algeria. Bizerta,
etc., etc., as exceptions that prove
the rule) and Russia as the would-
be ageressor (overlooking the fact
that in the past 16 years of “peace”
they have had ample military oppor-
tunities 1o aggress the West, but
have not) it is clear that the huge
armament programmes of the major
Powers cannot be explained in such
black and white terms.

Since the present organisation of
our society is without exception

his

'‘Laws to punish differences of opinion
are as useless as they are monstrous,*

CHARLES BRADLAUGH
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dustrial powers are committed can
only be explained in economic and
.'_L_rmmiul. and not military, terms.
For the “cold warl not only pro-
vides handsome ;m}l\ and jn}hs for
industrialists and workers respec-
tively. but finances scientific re-
search and the development of in-
dustrial techniques on a scale that
private industry would be loathe, as
well as unable. to finance at the ex-
pense of sharcholders’ dividends.

It may be said that such argu-
ments cannot be applied to Russia’s
armaments programme. We agres
that since the Russian people foot
the bill either way, squandering man

violence. After all, if they want
international relations to be based
on reason and dgscussion and not
oforce, the first step is to seek w0
eliminate force from the organisa-
tion of our daily lives at all levels.

along authoritarian lines all ruling
classes must inevitably depend on
the armed forces to maintain “law
and order”™ (Kaunda, Kenyatta will
realise this when the time comes to
rule, as Nkhruma and Nehru did
before them). So. in the authori-
tarian society if outside would-be
aggressors exist or not, armed forces
will still exist to defend the inter- .pe for maintaining internal “law
ests of the ruling classes. Pacifists and order” the vast armaments
should not overlook this aspect of programmes to which the major in-

This digression is not altogether
out of place since we would main-
tain that apart from their raison

Continued on page 2

Kenneth Kaunda who is now
this country for his second visit in the
last two weeks, has put his mysterious
“Master Plan™ into operation by burning
his Identification Certificate, and he ex-
pects more violence if no independent
commuission of inquiry is set up to in-

again in

N. Rhodesia Disturhances

A LETTER to the Times (24/8/61)

from Lord Hemingford and Peter
Calvocoressi on behall of the Africa
Bureau contained the following signmifi-
cant observation concerning the distur-
bances in' Northern Rhodesia: **Attacks

more than the “attacks against symbols
of established authority”. Thus Roman
Catholic missions have been burnt down vestigate:the “political situaton”, Kaunda
Government, rest-houses reduced 19 pao inmstakably shown his political ap-
ashes, Government schools set aiigh!._]r: proach and his distrust of his

the Luapula Province a general strike people. It is true that men close 1o him

own

seem Lo be directed” they write “against
symbols of established authority rather
than inspired by indiscriminate racial

was declared and “'the majority of Afri-
can workers in the remote, undeveloped
bush territory obeved the UNIP call to

in the Party are inclined to be vicious
but these people are intent on power i
are thus at the centre. The real rep

normal, the society stable as ever and
‘the government functioning in ils present

W&nﬂ considers the disruptive effects
v !m

antagonism.” These attacks were des-
cribed as “reaching the proportion of a
general uprising” by Richard Hall in the

stay away from work.” (Daily Telegraph
19/8/61). The day before it was repor-
ted that “branch officials of the United

sentatives of the psople are in the loca
near the people and with
erstanding of the issues involved a

F

an

Observer (20/8/61) and throughout the National Independence Parly, impatient . respopsibility towards the pzo
last two weeks many reports have come at delay by the party leader, Mr. Power is not the concern so much
in of sabotage, arson, unrest and vio- Kaunda, o put his five-point “Masler  becapse that is to be had at the

lence. The official number of Africans
killed by security forces is 18, but Ken-
neth Kaunda reports that 30 Africans
have been killed, and at least 500 arrests
have been made in the Luapaula and cials of the UNIP.
MNorthern Provinces of Northern Rhode- Direct action is spreading towards the
sia, Copperbelt, but it seems that here also
One should not forget that, up to now, it is not the leaders of the UNIP and the

no Buropeans have been killed by Afri- ANC who are at the forefront of the

cans, and the tales of “violence™ are little  struggle. It i1s the militant rank and file p
. ] [ ] ‘
’ ization of the economy and of power Gr|SIS n

(most modern states), was the tule and
where high percentages of the popula-
tion lived near polental targets in cities,

One wonders at the schizoid ignorance
and the moral and ethical flabbiness of
the people, ‘and more intensely the
power-€lites, in all those nations which
brandish nuelear weapons arcund, and

freedom is much more the driving force,
R.J.W.

Plan" of civil disobedience into opera-
tion, had beépgun their own campaign’.
(Telegraph 18/8/61), Thus we notice
again the initiative is with the local offi

The response to the appeal we
published in the last issue of FREE-
poM for readers whose subscrip-
tions had expired to renew them: for
others to introduce new readers as
well as contribute to our funds has

(they usually say very liltle about not met with the response we had

way | make war threats constantly at each :
the latter two), and the population back  oiper: (he U.S. the USSR )\-\":51 ‘l’:,:rA hoped for. But to those few .rc“d‘
the level before the war. If one une' France, etc. One also wonders Sr> Who have, may we add our

thanks to the post-card acknow-
ledgements they have already re-
ceived.

In next week's FREEDOM we shall
be in & position to give the financial
situation as at the end of August.
and in future issues we hope to be
able to give week by week a fairly
accurate picture of the fluctuations
in our fortunes (or misfortunes).
WEEKS 33 and 34
August |2th to 28th
Barkeley: R.EJ, £1/15/-: —: L.* 5/ East

1/

Sheen: P.O. 5/.; Glasgow: J.H.* |/b: Pet-
worth: C.B, 7/7; Wolverhampton; J.G.L*

ul the numbness of will; the lack of the
biological urge to self-preservation, that
allows nearly all of them to continue
supporting the policies and the activities
of their respective governments, both in
word and action, when the result of an
“error” or an “accidente™ in any of
those policies or actions could result
not only in the deaths of millions ol
innocent (and not o innocent) human-
beings, but in the death of culture aml
the severing of the slender threads of
civilisation thut save us from, at least
the more obvious [orms of murder and
muss brutality; the wiping oul in a day
or two of frantic nationalism, the great
labouwr  of mankind  through  the  last

fall-out and radiation, on the
estock, machinery, power-lines,
¢ can see that the previous ussump-
are extremely unrealistic.
whether most  Americans,
imagine Britons are somewhat
] ey seem more complain-
the government's nuclear
y, are aware of the disastrous effects
ensue upon the destruction
trinl plants, communications,
, and wide areas of agri-
land, in addition to the disloca-
lmrge numbers of  frightened
om the targel wrens into the
s of other frightened

b trgel areas. S0,000 yeuls to elimb out of the caves 260 \INunrh-m ton: JKW.* 2/-; Surra;:l
- would be reduced o a Since the national state is of now the Ei ‘3'0-'5- -smlflk OI? ?.H’.q 1'3 4 S?;tblo;
Veli the strugule for  perpetuator of the war system (outdoing |2 5 MgV ol W sl

|10 the polnt where  oven 19th century and carly twenticteh Aveloy: SJ.L. 5/ Nunsaton: D.H. 10/

wenlury  capitalists), the bureaucrats, —. | * 2,5; Slough: P. & J.H, £1: Richmond:
politicians, and mass industrialists the RO 5/6; London: P. & G.T.* 2/6; London:
greatest beneficinries of the present sys- F.5. &/-: Dundee: ASL.R, £5: Bradwell:
tems, and the people, culture. art, and B.M. €4/16/-; Seaford: D.T. 2/- Maidstone:
science, the gretest loosers, an anarchist 2 P’h“. w‘f"";"‘é‘""‘:“"} JKV:,VI' 2’?".:’"1:
revoll against the stale wulnld be, con- ‘é‘:r T;E;:"r;: URLtl?lfb GT“:;:;: S_EL?L
trary 1o conventional opinion, an affir- 5. | onden: KL, 10/ Los Gatos: Greup
mation of the human ideal the civilized  (ner AD] €17/10/: Wolverhampton:
and humanistic aspects of culture and  JK.W* 2/~ Wolverhampton: J.G.L.* 2/T:
life, Wherens supporters of the existing  Brecon: LEF, EI.

order of things are moving and/or drift-

ing, as the case may be, towards savag-
ery, the degradation of culture, and
clemental chuos,

~ San Francisco,

Ao survive—a  situation

~only exists among certain saviges
,ﬁdm& whose nutritional bai-
deyp upon cannibalism. 10 iy
ly that under the impulses
. fear, and bitterness, primi-
cults would arise out of
d little tyrannies and
the new form of the

e
breaks down, lldhlu every man
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"THE MINERS IN CRISIS AND WA R" by R. Page Arnot, Allen & Unwin

1 &

write the lives of ‘pillars of the Es-
1ablishment” in three, four or even
five volume biographies. In our col-
lectivist age, few individuals “are
deemed to merit more than a single
volume. The fashion for the mult-
volume work has been transferred
from individuals to organisations.
T1 is a mark, perhaps, of Labour’s
eniry into the Establishment that
trade unions as well as the great
capitalist firms are now getting the
full treatment. In the last few years
the writing of Labour history has in
fact achieved the accolade of acade-
mic respectability with the setting
up of a special professional associa-
tnon—the Society for the Study of
Labour History.

The present volume is a good ex-
ample of the new fashion at its best.
It is the third in a projected series
of four relating the history of the
British miners® organisations. Well-
documented and scholarly, pro-
vides flowing narrative the
most important events in the history
of the miners’ struggle to improve
their pay and condifions of
Ever-mindful of the national
miernational background of
struggle, Page Amot’s velume

BOOKS?

We can supply

ANY book in print.

Also out-of-print books searched for
—and frequently found! This includes
paper-backs, children’s books and text
books, (Please cupply publisher’s name
H possible).

NEW BOOKS

Russin and the West under Lenin
and Stalin

G. F. Kenman 40/-

Culture for the Millions?

{ed.) N, Jacobs 37/6

SECOND-HAND
Wic Lebi der Arbeiter und Bauer in
Angaitia Soucy 7
Augustin ¢ 716
The Terror Machine
Gregory Klimo;:!‘
Vi

W. Cunningham 4/-
of Britain

1

a of

work
and
this

T

“Imperial
L) E. Varga and L. Mendelsohn 76
Fanlure lnrl-'w

the hey-day of Victorian indivi-
dualism, it was the fashion to

a notable contribution
social history.

The period covered in this vol-
ume is 1930 to 1944. In the first
of these years, a quarter of a million
miners were unemployed. Two years
later. when the depression was at its
worst, the figure was 435,000—equi-
valent 1o more than 2 out of every 5

10 recent

42s.

The Miners

mi_ncrs._ In these conditions, the
Miners’ Federation was struggling
for survival. Militant  industrial

action of the kind practised in the
previous couple of decades was
well-nigh impossible. The premium
was on skilful negotiators of the
lype of Ebby Edwards rather than
on militants like A. J. Cook. Under

STILL TO BE WRITTEN

T is an accepted claim that the generals
pian their future campaigns on the
pattern of past wars, and it is equally
true that the politicians seek Lo stub their
tory with symbols half & century out
of date so that in the age of the sub-
machine gun they still draw the meta-
phvsical sword, And even Churchill,
that old master of rambling and ornate
rhetoric. managed to send a shudder
through even the most gormless of cam-
3 indoctrinated swaddies by de-
cla ¢ that “the¢ sun was shining on
he helmets of our soldiers”, and many
officer 1/c Camouflage, ques-
the first time the wisdom of
Yet while it is true that
the
the

the

ora

that

& junjor

for

he most high,

the soldier and the politician lean on

past for their guidance so too did

intellectuals in their concepuon of

vision ‘and the horror of war.

A hundred flms, a thousand books
and countless poems <ang of the Flan-
ders slaughter-house and a generalion
of young men in 1939 accepted their
place in the khaki and the grey armiss
fully prepared to accept the trench, the
mud, the barbed wire and the rest of Lhe
bag of tricks and found instead the
boredom of the barracks and the night-
mare of ume-killing ‘bull’. They weie
& sober generation. intellectually -and
physically. and they accepted their call
without herojes for the majority believed
that Lhis, for the British people, was the
inevitable end of the grim game that had
negun in the “thirties .and that this war
wae the logical and inevitable conclu-
son against the forces of the right per-
sonified in the German National Socialist
Party and the grubby person of Adolph
Hitler,

And they poured into the barracks and
tcarned 1o erect barbed wire, dig
trenches, bayanel straw men, bone boois

and practice a fatuous version of streel
fighting more suited 1o the alleys of an
castern town and an unarmed popula-
won than an enemy learned in the ways
of death, For even in 1939 the lessons
of the Spanish war had not filtered
ihrough the British army. It was in the
long evenings that the literary recruits
sought their acceptance world and on
army bedboards and in !nsmuuonahzed
canteens wrole and wrole.
‘They filled their diaries and wrote

their mmmi;s and the preconceived

but never Lhe
5o that when after

W the baitle

and the pic-

left emphatic instructions that in the
even of his death his friend the Captain
was to have his well-publicized notes
But Sven Berlin lived and we can have
them for twenty-ane bob. Yel they that
would seek in this smug and culturs-
conscious book to read the true face of
war wil] seek in vain.

The petty frustrations, the scraping of
fioor boards with safely razor blades;
the awful majesty of being marched in
on one's first military charge: the sense
of doom when placed under close arrest;
full kit at six in the morning on jankers,
stand-to at four a.m. in the silence and
the darkness, wearing only boots, shirt,
army overcoat, helmet and rifle:
thieving N.C.O's the misery of the
lieutenant who shares his privale’s com-
mon pool of timeless despair; the dis-
gust at drawing the two-til-four
stag when on guard; the three-sided
sguare for the while-faced courts martia
victim; the fascination of secing the
first German dead and the feeling of
indignity and outrage when one encoun-
ters the first "British dead; the drunken
cooks and the pathetic shit-house wallzh
and the sense of security that one pos-
sgsses as one lies on the pavement of a
strange town hopelessly drunk yet siill
conscious that the uniform vou wear will
guarantee vour safety as jb did time and
time again; and the sweet and glomous
acceplance of the puilt of nihilism as, in
smal]l groups, you prowl through the
silent and broken cities. abandoned even
by the dogs . . . all this has stil] be be
written, ARTHUR MOYSE.

IN THE BEGIN

HE conference was. called for 1000
hnurs in J.C's Slogan Sloggery™ as
ke called it. Since J.C.'s motto was
“the Ad. Business is 75% perspiration.

4, effluyia and 207 inspiration”, we
called it the sweat shop, with its Bran-
cusi ash-trays and tear-shaped lable.

J.C. was there at 1000 precisely. He
was in Mininf during the war, was the
first employee of the BB, C and D to
have a crew-cul, and the first secret sub-
scriber to the New Yorker,

The lape recorder was swilched on.

*Men,” he said, “We have a new
gccount, ‘What our client has to sell is
a food, a detergent, & patent-medicine
with a long record of cures, an insur-
ance policy and a siatus symbol.”

“all at once?" said his dead-pain feed,
Lewis.

We dll knew what the product was,
but in the ndvcrlisins business this is not
the main thing. "Our client hus been in
the business for literully thousands of
years but he fecls now that he's losing
his customers.”

CUCauld we re-style the produet?” said

the
2nd

a.m

Jenson.
'?'{ think there are (oo many varieties
ﬂu pnﬂw Tow many producers in

‘"ﬂm' ulmu feels he hus the real mono-

y of the pﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂ. All the athers are
ati pn, but he doesn't like knocking
it @ manopoly  established

r clients
S

Edwards’ leadership the M.F.G.B
survived and gradually recovered its
strength in the '30%s, but it was the
war, rather than clever negotiations
with slippery politicians, which was
the real factor in restoring relative
praosperity to the mining commun-
ity. Faced with the prospect of
military defeat, the British ruling
class discovered its need of the men
who, a few years earlier, it had been
willing to consign to the industrial
scrap-heap.

Apart from this change in the for-
tunes of the miners, the other main
theme of this period is the estab-
lishment of a national union. The
M.F.G.B. was a federation made up
of some forty-odd county and dis-
trict associations. The structure of
the union reflected the structure of
the mndustry. TIn the circumstances
of depression and defeat, the federal
structure proved a liability to the
miners. The main hope of improv-
ing pay and conditions lay in secur-
ng national agreement but this
was not feasible so long as the mine-
owners were able to play off one
district union against another. After
much debate and a good deal of
haggling, the national union was
finally achieved in 1944; the 55-
year-old M.F.G.B. gave way to the
National Union of Mineworkers.

n telling the story of this organ-
isational transformation, Page Arnot
presents it as pure gain. The
N.U.M. is undoubtedly more power-
ful than the old M.F.G.B f\s 111_-
ownership of an industry
centralised. unions 100 mMusi L(.’I'HI’J_E-
ise if they are to remain a maich
for the owners. But there is always
a price to be paid for centralisation:
increasing bureaucracy and oligar-
chical leadership. In the post-war
years there are many indications
that the N.U.M. has not escaped
paying this price. It is 1o be hoped
that Page Arnot. in his final volume.
will provide & more balanced assess-
ment of this orgzmiaat}nrial changs
than he has given us her The
federal rrmclplg may be oul moded
in the era of the centralised collec-
tivist state but, if so, this needs to
be demonstrated and not merely
assumed. G.0.

NING WAS THE SLOGAN

We all dutifully studied the percent-

ages.
“Qur client.” says J.C..
wishes 10 pul over this poinl of

edge on his compeiitors.”™

“lin’t it possible, 1.C., that they

claiming 0o much for the product?”

said Thomas.

“Well the promaotion

around the client’s materal)™

thick black books with gill cdges were

handed out.

“Wisdom-wise " ‘said Thomas. “*There
really too much material.
surance angle, the catering angle,
love interest,
much ol a good thing.”

“But aur clients say it’s all substanti-
ated and you can't ignore our part with

“feels he has
the monopoly of the product and he
view
wisdom-wise, that is he fecls he has z2n

are

matenal,
which has just been re-drafted, seems Lo
substantiate their claims (Robinson, pass
Several

The lire in-
the
and the cures all seem two

SOGIALISM BY
PRESSURE
GROUP

GEOFFRI—'_-'!’ OSTERGAAR
excellent account of the Fab
Society as a socialist pressure prg
(Fregnom Aug. 12) fails to lm:n
its other function—a front orga
tion for the Labour Party. Ind8
he only refers once to the Labg
Party. and then only in passy
which isn’t really good enough,

for FREeDOM. It js worth noll
that membership of the Socié
according to the little pote i
frequent publications, “is opeil

all who are eligible for individ
membership of the Labour Pa

which effectively excludes any
who belongs 10 most other pol
groups whether to the right or
left; neither Lj her..!h
ists have a C
The note adds that °
and reformers syr
the aims of the Soc

Associates” (with no voling
of course). What it does nots
15 that the Society is actually’ @8

lated 10 the Party, as one of thel
“Socialist Societies”™ which @
four delegates 10 the b

Annual I8
which join ]
and Professional

in putling

ference and
operauve

1sations

ton, M.P. for Hay
on the National
mittee of the

informally

1

fact a sOrg

hall for

-,,I

popular Press,
Annual Con
MMmONS.

Continued on page

“He thought his sins were scs )

“One in every three has it. Have
you?"

‘It was good eno
fathers. Are you g

“He is Coming

“Just the thing for the End of the
World.”

When we get in on one of 1.C.'s sweat
sessions we all get seni. The ash trays
heap high. Slogans flow from our lips.

nse,

Through it all 1.C

the moment when he wil

sils Le wailing for

raisc his hand

and sayv “Eonugh”. Then the tape-
recorder is switched off and we leave
the room lo return to our offices, purged
‘s and vel r-;.r-.»ncd. knowing that later
J.C. would play back the recording and
from it choose the slogan he had de-
cided on and plot out the whole cam-
paign al a jater session.
“Prove it for Yourseli. Peak-praving
power,”

oul de-vitalizing the product.” “The Best people have it . Are you
“What about re-naming it?" good enough for it?
“What about marketing it as a specific “For Eternal Rest.”
against the disouse of materialism?™ “In this Quiet Country Church he
“No . . . the client wanis to empha- found peace . . . "
sivo that iU's no bar to worldly success.” *The Refresher.”
“What about Godliness Is Good for “The Praverful Pause that Refreshes™
You?™ “Youre Never Alone when vou're
“You'll be twice the Man on Reli- Alone.”
glon," “Light up with the Light of the
“It's Colossal, Is Christan, s World”
Crueifying.” “Are ¥ou Going to Heaven?”
The ball was now in play. “Godliness “How would you like a free halo?™
lnsts the whole Life through . . . and “Three Hundred Bishops Recommend

Beyond.”
mu;m meth:r N

“Those who meditate together, accu-

“Are  You Worrisd About !ﬁ'
Future?” 7

“They Laughed Whea I Knelt Down
to Pray.™

“Are you a shesp or a aoal"" !

A ray of light filtered the
smoke-laden air, it rested on J.C. and
momentarily a smoke-ring hmed over
his balding crew-cut head.
Wi”hﬂ@

ro u



Y theme in this symposium on
* anarchism and respectability is

“are we respectable enough?”, and
in asking this question I am not con-
cerned with the way we dress, or
whether our private lives conform
to a statistical norm, or how we
earn our living, but with the quality
of our anarchist ideas: are our
ideas worthy of respect?

The word “anarchy™ means *“con-
trary to authority”, which is suffi-
ciently vague for us to be able to
interpret it perfectly correctly in
many ways. We could speak of a
personal anarchism, referring to the
way in which someone organised his
life so as 1o avoid as far as possible
the incursion of external authority.
Or we could speak of a social anar-
chism, referring to a point of view
which sought to oppose or limit or
climinate the principle of authority
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THE MYTHS OF WAR & PEAGE

Ceontinued from page |
Bower. raw matenials and industrial
jquipment  producing  weapons
thich are superceded by the time
ey come off the production belts is
pmo one’s interest. Therefore one
In only conclude that either Rus-
k has ageressive intentions, or that
t Tulers definitely fear American

that  “Macmullan
brick™).

drops a

silly
The histrionics of the poli-
ticians is all part of their profession;
it’s what they are paid to do, but
no war has even been started over
politicians calling each other names

or for “dropping bricks™. Summit
meetings are held to maintain the
myths of the supermen, the super

ssion, or that there exists a nNegotiators who, when all seems from our social life, Many thits
owerful section of the community lost, and war is just round the cor- chists combine bmf? uum;;rics of
jlose privileged position derives Der come together and speak to each ¢course.  The principle difference

between them is that the first need
not be a propagandist attitude, ex-

bm the armament industry: or,

other as superman to superman and
y, that Russia’s self-declared

world peace is secure until the next

flary strength is largely blufi? ‘“crisis” is dragged across the world ¢ept by implication, and the second
do not profess to know the stage. Whereas the reality is that invariably is. And because it IS, We
er, though we doubt. how- these men have their “briefs” and haye to be concerned with the intel-
g much the ruling class in Russia  stick to them: all the “brinkman- lectual respectability of the ideas
wish o increase its power ship”, and “tough negotiations™ the propagated.
jond its frostiers. that it would mutual insults, the conciliatory ges- Because the most obvious exier-
Pprepared 1o engage in war to tures this is the showmanship, the nally imposed authorities in our
ve such ends. Such opinion, Visible eighth of the political ice- social life are political and econo-
bwould add. is not influenced by berg. mic, and because as a social philo-
Sions us to their political ambi- s sophy anarchism is historically link-
. = ed with eighteenth-century liberal-
conclusion, therefore, we (3) That war may star: “accident- ism and nineteenth-century social-
ld fay thar we do not believe @!¥". This seems to us one of the jsm, both anarchists and non-anarch-

biggest myths of all. That someone

day wholesale armament pro- DU
will have-to press buttons to launch

ists alike have tended to assume
and war are synonymous,

that aparchism in its social aspect is

* the first missiles if war were 1© g form of revolutionary Socialism,
: come, is probably true. But the or revolutionary liberalism, dedi-
Thar the fate of mankind isin idea fostered by the unilateralist cated to bringing about. at some

propagandists that the button might
be pressed by mistake, or the order
given to press the button might be
given by some paranoic officer is
too fantastic to be taken seriously.
War may start suddenly so far as
‘that it is obvious that the Press, the uninformed public is concerned,
f instance, is more powerful than but for those who take the decisions,
¢ top mouthpieces of the ruling war is the culmination of months, or
: The Press can make or years of weighing up financial and
any of these men even as Ppolitical interests and trends and not

ds. (ls there not, at this #n impulsive, wuve decision by
moment, = campaign in the & political leader or adviser. Apart
pire Press 1o get rid of Mac- from the financial and political con-
s Criticism of his “leader- siderations the chances of military
1 "lml:unomspoken in lhc pum success have then to be considered

thands of a few top politicians,
implication of this myth is that
Emillan, the two Mr. Ks, and de
flle have the effective power 1o
P the word o destroy mankind.
is utler nonsense, We would

time in the future, by means of per-
suasion, or by means of a popular
insurrection, ‘or by means of mass
industrial action. or by all three, an
anarchist society.

I do not believe that this is an
intellectually respectable idea. Not
because it is unfashionable, or be-
cause it is unpopular, or becauseé it
is unlikely or improbable, or because
of any defects of anarchism at all,
but because human society 1s not
like that. An anarchist society is
not impossible. No kind of society
is impossible. If you are powerful
enough and ruthless enough you can

id a thorough ass- impose any kind of society on

essmm: of the industrial ability 0 people for 4 time. But you can
the military rcqwre- anly do so by methods, which

'S¢, & me though they may be thought per-

¢ missible for any other kind of “ism”,

: &_:_:e-rcpugnam to anarchists, while
~degree of social cohesion pre-
supposed by the idea of “an anar-
chist society” could only, it seems
) me, ‘Occur in 4 society so em-
in the cake of custom that

Ly, .md 1 dont

n't - to worry about the
: we shan't get

do on reaching
‘One_reasonably

‘We ain't going
" Another re-
u good deal

ANARGHISM &
RESPEGTABILITY

[We are ﬂ:rbhsiurig in two instalments, the text of Colin Ward's lecture

at this year's anarchist Surimer Sch

it should be pointed out that this is the personal 1-iewpf);‘m of one of the

Editors and not a group statement.

tant and controversial statement which deserves careful reading and
should provoke much discussion—EDITORS].

The choice between libertarian
and authortarian solutions is not a
once-and-for- all cataclysmic strug-
gle, it is a series of running engage-
ments, most of them never conclu-
ded, which occur, and have occur-
red, in every society, and I think
that those anarchists like George
Molnar who see anarchism as per-
manent protest. have an attitude
which 1s @ good deal more respect-
able than those who in fact make it
an attitude of permanent postpone-
ment.

Every human society, exce
most totalitarian of utopias or
utopias, is a plural society with large
areas which are not in conformity
with the officially imposed or de-
clared values. (An example of l.h
can be seen in the allege
of the world into capitali
munist blocks :
of the capitalist society which are
not capitalistic, and there are many
aspects of the so-called socialist

nd com-
there are vasl areas

The Anarchist Yardstick

HE concept of a free society may
be an abstraction, but that of

a free-er society is not. Tt is at this
point, when arguing with my fellow

anarchists, that the growls of “re-
formism”™ or ‘“‘revisionism’ begin,
because they assume that, having

abandoned utopia, the next step is
to go and vote for the Labour Party.
But this is not what I would say
at all, although on the ceunter-cycli-
cil argument. there are perfectly
intellectually respectuble arguments
for anarchists to vole—as someone
put on the Freedom Readership
Survey form: keep the other
lot out™. Personally 1 would use
instead the anarchist scarcity-value
argument. Since the anarchists are
4 minority, 4 permanent minority, it
follows that we have SCaTcHy
value in society, and like rationed
goods, we have, in our social capa-
city, to reserve ourselves for those
aspects of social activity where we
can make the most effective use of
our energies. For every hundred
thousand people who will support
some desirable item in 2 political
programme, there are, sav, one hun-
dred who will support & rc‘.il) basic
social change, and for this hundred
there is perhaps one who will go the
whole anarchist way. Thus even
though we may on empirical or
pragmatical grounds find some poli-
tical measure completely worthy of
aur support, we don’t want to use
up our energies working for it, be-
cause there ure plenty of other
people to do so while we are some-
where ¢else. Economists have @ way
of expressing this  graphically ;
gomething o do with “indifference
curves” which always slope down-
wurds from left o right. Or & mat-
der of diminishing marginal produc-
tivity!

Now having thrown the idea of
an anarchist society out of the front
door, 1 want 1o let it in again by

a

(the back window. Not as an aim o
' mﬁnd, but us a yardstick, a
ment or means of assessing
. When an economist speaks
compelition™ or u socio-
i : ol' such-and-such a
"‘hﬁ' are not speaking of

ool. To avoid misunderstandings

But it is in our gpinion an mpor-

societies which cannot be described
as socialist. You might even say
that the only thing that makes life
livable in the capitalist world is the
unacknowledged non-capitalist ele-
ment within it, and the only thing
that makes survival possible in the
communist world is the allegedly
capitalist element it it. This is why
a4 controlled market is the left-wing
demand in a capialist economy—
along with state control, while a free
market is a left-wing demand in a
communist society — along with
workers’ control!) It seems 10 me
that we could develop, in harmony
with the attitude of “permanent pro-
counter-cyclical anarchist
that of opposition to

test a

strategy here,

whatever i1s the dominant social
trend Certainly 1 find myself
using different arguments for anar-

chy—or rather stressing a different
aspect of anarchism, when arguing
with conservatives, than when argu-
ing with socialists.

anything that exists or is likely to
exist, but of a “model” or “ideal
type” of an economy or a society,

by means of which we measure what
exists. It is purely theoretical
concept, but it is perfectly reason-
able for us to construct such a
model (though if we do we run the
risk that the very people who resent

a

the abandonment of utopia will
shake an admonitory finger and say,

“No blueprints, comrade
But here again [ don’t think we
are intellectually respectable. You
may remember that a months
ago FREEDOM published two letters,
from a sixth-former and a univer-
sity student. asking gquestions about
anarchist theory. and the -editor
added a footnote saying “Here we
have some ‘objections to anarchism’
by the young generation of the
1960's which we must answer con-
vincingly if we are to hold and en-
courage their interest in our ideas”.
The sixth-former's questions were
largely on the topic of the feasibilty
of un unarchist society, and he got
tWo quite good answers. The uni-
versily student’s questions was *In
& society where industries are gov-
erned by workers’ control where
does the capital for these industries
come from?" He says that when
he usked this question at an LAG
meeting. it was greeted with general
luughter, but I don’t think it a funny
auestion, It was this very point
which G. D. H. Cole singled out at
the end of his life, looking back on
his guild socialist days, as one which
svndicalist theory had simplified out
ol existence, and it is this point
which the dissident Jugoslav com-
mumst theoreticians, in atiempting
to reconcile the theory of workers’
cantrol with that of a planned in-
vestment programme, have failed to
solve. | should have thought it was
& point worth talking about even if
the answer was merely o suggestion
to the questioner that, working on
the assumption that anarchy was
desirable, he should use his own
special knowledge to try and find a
convincing answer to his question.

few

(To be concluded)
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Continued from page 2

Establisment and a nice dependent-
looking facade for left-wing intel-
lectuals who lean towards Social
Bureaucracy but can’t quite stomach
the Labour Party. In its first capa-
city we see the defence, nationalisu-
tion and culture debates ntualised
in monthly instalments, which grati-
fy the protagonists while neutralis-
ing their rancour: in its second we
see the rescarch pamphlets, which
are often prepared by members of
the Transport House staff to fore-
shadow policy changes: and 1a its

IS NATURE BOY THE

Desr FRIENDS,

Libertarian’s article “No Love for Sir’
(FrREEDOM August 12) reacted in my mind
with one or two lendencies. in FREEDOM
which don’t quite satisfly mg, to give an
expression of this discontent. It seems
to me vou have two standards for the
mdgment of a person’s worth, or of the
worth of the life he is leading

(@) A type of character you often extol
is the hard-drinking, free-spending build-
ing worker, as free as possible from
managerial control, geting on with the
job without being pushed, contempluous

third we see special treats for un- of ‘toffs’ and social nicities and of the
committed but sympathetic intellec- finer points of the law. (Similar types
tuals. such as Kingsley Amis’s in other trades, of course; and Rez
Socialism & the Intellectuals, Way- Wright's Coventry gang worker in the
land and Elizabeth Young's The motor-trade largely fits in with this con-
i =" £ o - " 1
Socialist Imagination—and we might  <“PUO™ In other words, a sort of
li also haw Michael Young's The Dature boy of anarchism, leading your
also have seen Michael Young' B Snception of “the good life" joyFully

I Chipped White Cups of Dover a

CaTe . Please don't get the idea
year ago if it hadn’t slc-,“;x\i too far

and naturally

I'm sneenng at this conception, but 1

out of the Plﬂ\ line, by suggesting  think that under present conditions 1l
the idea of “a new rrlxl_r;.\.\rx‘. has grave hirmitations

party” (s onginal title) and bee (H) Then there is what might be termed

parrowly rejected by the Society’s the “political” anarchist—the person who

Executive Committee for that reads Freepom, thoroughly agrees with

eason 60—90 of it, perhaps marches from

Aldermasion or wriles o newspapers

Make no mistake., the Fabian about Holy Loch or tries to rouse syndi-

I Somety couldn’t survive as a pres- calist interests among his work-mates,

- etc., and certainly endeavours. to base

sure group any longer than its mir-

“| ror-image. the Bow Group. if it
weren't constantly pressrved as a

‘ front organisation by the Labour
Panty. It i quite different from the
Young Socialists’ organisation,
which is openly run by the Parny
bursaucracy, or the New Left move-
ment, which is genuinely indipen-
dent; il manages to get the best of
both worlds, chiefly because it has
a tradition of political respectability
{not 0 say downright timidity)
which has percolated down 1o the
Young Fabians, and so survives and
remains the ion to the rule

his dealings with everyone with whom
he comes into contact upon real human
standards. He probably worries because
he has little power to put his anarchism
into practice and because he has inevit-
ably 1o compromise with many of the
evils he deplores.

I am in the second group, I am a
teacher of English in a Technical Col-
lege, inexperienced but guite well paid
because ol high qualifications, My pupils
are nol legally compelled to attend, bul
do so through the socio-¢cconomic coer-
cion of the standards of our sociely,
rather than through love of learning. 1
share the doubis of any reader of FREE-
post aboul the value of this type of
education, However, | try to be friendly
and pleasant to my pupils and not to
push them wround more than necessary.
I try to teach literature as something
really living, a matter of vital ideas and
values, and make no secret of my views
on war, religion, social order, elc., etc,

intellectual inadequacy I sincerely believe (a) that since there is
r same lime the little hope of making education non-
can feel that it compulsory, the more libertarians in the

schools the better; (b) that teaching is
casily the most wor.thwmlc job open to
a iwenty-two-vear-old Bachelor of Arts
—the normally accepted alternatives are
pauseating; (¢) that teachers as a class.
liberturians, moderates, even suthoritar-
ians are not a bad set of people, less
ﬂmed do not deserve
FREEDOM'

L to my iiaiqmon between
: afmmltisl. If 1 could
(b) frequenily co-

T

Gorrespondence

§

FREEDOM TYPE ?

forming society
must be, or he just
what he can get from a capitalist organ-
izatton,  As well ag being most attriael
ively happy-go-lucky and free from
stupid conventions, does he look afier
his parents properlyv when they get old,

as the anarchist

to take

true

15 content

does he help his mates in times of
trouble, does he deplore the colour bar,
does he keep an eye on what his union

is doing or hand over his responsibility

to some ‘politician™ 1 fail to see any
International feeling in British Labour
movements or the slightest trace of
altrusim or reformism in the average
strike

I started reading FREEDOM just after

the big questionnnaire, so I'm not guite
sure how your readership is made up
Maybe data from that can confute
what I'm implying. As it is; I get the
impression that even in proportion
members, let alone absalute weight
of numbers. anarchism in this country
cannot claim to be a working class move-
ment, bul just attracts individuals from
all spheres. And I feel that in the pre
imperfect stata of society, you've
got Lo be a conscious anarchist if you're
really going to help make the world a
better place to live in

af

mn

sent

Libertarian really

. Il 15 an nterest-
ing. reflection that a few Lhousand
workers in the car industry, or at the
docks who go on sirike can do more to
disrupt the life of the community than
several hundred thousand teachers
fusing to take their classes.” As Free-
DOM is always preaching (excuse the
word) that this country s in an orgy of
futile production. with gquantity rathes
than social worth the eriterion, the com-
parison, based on capitalist standards of
importance unfortunate. By these
standards. a strike of all the book shops
and libraries in the country would pro-
duce even less disruption, but does that
prove anyihing about the value of books
1o the community as compared with the
vialue of cars?

On one point,
the paper down

re

is

With one or two other things 1 fAatly
disagree. My union, the N.A.S, appears
perfectly capable of running a strike,
The point about teachers being too
proud to take supplementary jobs
absolute rubbish. He underestimates
the possible respect and affection be-
tween teacher and pupil, and overesti-
mates the average pupil's dislike for
school.

His central point, that the schools arz
instruments of the state and too many
teachers blindly accept this is of course
regrettably indisputable, but the tone of
the article strikes me as unnecessarily
rude—the workers in almost any trade
or profession in this complacent sociely
could be castigated as severely. However
1 hope Libertarian will accept this letter
as an individual anarchist's point of view
rather than as an apology for and de-
fence of teachers.

How does Libertarian earn his money?

If it comes to that, how do Arthur W,

Uloth, Geoftrey Ostergaard, Donald

Rooum, Colin Ward, ete. carn theirs—

this is not a challenge but a genuine

appeal—can you get by in this society

without compromise? It will take more

than Libertarian’s article to convince me

that 1 would be doing any more [or

society by shoving up offices for Shell

- Mex or making Triumph Heralds for
i Ahan by trying to communicate
love of lterature 1o G.CE.

ates. | believe now | come 1o
' thu; even the redoubtable
1% @ leacher, when not a

iy, s thiy so?  As

15

LR A
demonstrators are asked o remain 0o0=
violent throughout the demanstralion-

May 1 appeal through yoye golumn®
for massive support (best shown by pal"
ticipation), and that ull p_“““mms wha
have nol yet signed a ‘Dledge. m”“.,
send their pames and addresse, o thl
Secretary, Committee of 100, |3 Goodd
win Street, London, N.4, .

Wl —

Pacifists and
the Police

Dear EDITOR,

As S. E, Parker knows, [ share
view that the police are an extension of
the military, in modified but nonetheless
unacceptable form. The relationship of

his

the H-Bomb to the cop on the corner Yours [raternally
is. a direct and definable one; both are [ opdon, Aug. 26, FRANCIS DRUTscy .
sold to the public under one label:

“Law & Order™. (A few readers have asked us wher

On only one point da | disagree, but "Conversation with a Conspirator” g
it may be rather important, SE.P. is a hoax. Thar it Was noer an  VUnaging,
mistaken in believing that police prevent conversation las heen confirmed, j,m-’
no crimes. They do so because we the rest each reader st draw his o

we ure Conterg

humans will often do destructive things
in secrel which we don't do when being
observed or likely be, 1 think it is
only when one thinks he is doing some-
thing wrong (by private definition) he is

concliusions.  So far ds
ed we are not advocates of assassinationg
if we were we would certainly not publ
cisd the fact in Freepos, bul wonld g8
o with the job!

dl".l_‘:rn"d by fear of being “caught”. It Historically it can 'be shown thal
isn't because of threatencd punishment  gssassination as a weapon of defencs
or the policeman’s truncheon, Anyone against governmental or group terror

walking along the street at night may  sometimes most effective; ay Wt o

pass the right person at the right moment
and accidentally prevent a crime. Ade-
guate street lighting is a deterrent for
basically the same reason. We hate
being caught doing anything which vio-
lates our own standard of conduct,

in the political struggle for power it 8
bedn  used in all by those whi
however, once in power, condemn ity |

times

by other aspirants to the high ploces aj

government; and as, a meany of prows

b how-  good men have resorted to it when
ever ill-formulated er inappropriate our people have appeared blind and deaf
standards may be governmental terror and injustice A

To me this is nol an argumient in  (hese aspects of assassination could
favour of policemen, but one which illustrated with examples in our &
supports the case for doing without ime and it would be a heariless per.
them. I'd like to convince my fellow who could condemn all these gets @

pacifists that certain useful functions of
the police could better be done by ordin-

of hand.

For this reason, and apart from
ary community members, - fact that we disagree with most of '@
London, Aug, 21| ARLO TATUM correspondent’s r'{_-'!:r'n. abour “accidents

wars, or that we are on the brink, 8
. we find his approach oo urr.'fg'

There are Publishers
and Publishers

To the Editors of FREEDOM

I am sorry K.W. devoles the pari-
graph of his Lonni¢ Coleman r\t;-u to
an attack on the publishers of Lad)
Chatterley's Lover and the New English

he convincing'—Eption]

last

LONDON
ANARCHIST GROUP

Bible—that is, Penguin Books in the first

case an the Oxford and Cambridge Uni- GCENTRAL MEETINGS

versity Presses in the second. 1 agrse - Y -
with K.W. about the merits of the two ll,..-.\.(,. fl’_ll'r:ﬂ l.j'mduu) meelmgs
books, but surely the record of these suspended for the time being pending th

three particular firms puts them above booking of a new meeting-place.

accusation that they “pander to the
on the contrary, they spend

any
uneducated™;

most of their time helping to educate the a ]
uneducated. ”yde Pa"k Meet’ng
Nor is it so very discreditable that

Allen Lane should make a fortune out Every Sunday at 3.30 (if' fine)

of Lady Chatrerley's Lover, since he was
the first person who dared publish it in
this «country, and he took an enormous
risk and spent 4 ot of money when he
did so. As for the University Presses,
they make no fortunes at all, since all
their profits are used Lo subsidise books
that can’t pay for themselvés. 1f K.W.
wants o attack publishers who make
fortunes out of muck, there are some
far more suitable targets than three of
the best firms in the country,

London, Aug. 1. NOWL

[K.W. writes: My “attack™ on the two
publishers was not general, as the above
rather suggests, butl specifically for the
untimeliness of their sensational promo-
tion of sex and salvation while ignoring
a new and frank approach to the prob-
lem of racial relations, surely a vastly
more important subject in these days,
though le¢ss profitable.—ED.]

OFF-CENTRE
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

1st Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. at
Jack and Mary Stevenson’s, 6 Stainton
Road, Enfield, Middx.

Last Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m.
at Dorothy Barasi’s, 45 Twyford Avenue,
Fortis Green, N.2.
1st Wednesday of
at Colin Ward's,
Fulham, S5.W.6.
3rd Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. at
Donald Rooum’s, 1482 Fellows Road,
Swiss Cottage, N.W.3.

NEW MEETING

Last Friday of each month at 8§ p.m. at
Laurens Otter's 57 Ladbroke Road, W.11.

each month at 8§ pm.
33 Ellerby Street,

Freedom

The Anarchist Weekly

FREEDOM appears on the first thres
Saturdays of ecach month.

On the last Saturday, we publish
ANARCHY, a 32-page journal of
mrrhm ideas (la‘!l or 25¢, post [ree).

Gonversation with
a Conspirator

DEAR COMRADE,

Karl  Waller’'s  article FREEDOM
12/8/611 is important for focussing
attention that the ¢risis 15 nOW upon s,
In the next few weeks the so-called
statesmon are going to decide i those
of us who want to live shall have a
chianee o do so.

Assassination will only lead Lo coun-
ter-violence and a vialent distuption of
the military machine and in the present
stage of technology will increase rather
than lessen the danger, especially, of an
accidental war. Readers of  Frerpom
may however like to avail themselves ot
an opportunity  of  exercising a more
construetive Influence on the situation by
joining the Committee of 100 1 their
lar assembly and sit-down in Par
&IM on the 17th September,
the danger of War is greater
than “ﬁ' time since 1945, and

Poﬂal Subscription Rates (o FREEDOM

and ANARCHY

12 monthy )ﬂr. 5. & Canada $5.00)
& months 18/- 50

')
b
Y 1 months 8/~ (31.25)
Special Subseri Inn Rates for 2 copies
12 manths ((I..I 5. & Canada ¥7.50)
& months m‘

AIR MAIL Subscription Rafes
(FREEDOM by Air Mail,
ANARCHY by Surface Mail)

12 maonths S0/. (US. & Canada $8.00)

Postal Subseription Rates (o FREEDOM
only.
| AD lssuas) 19/
l'l.n:lﬂ{h sh Iw:ull] 1{1': % ‘QF nade i
3 month 10 Tasues) 5/. (

Adr Mail Subscription Rates to
FREEDON

1 only.
Immluw}w-(um

Cheques, P.O.'s and Mo




