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“Government is, in 5 CISCN0E,
alwvays a force working n

violation of justce.

—LEO TOLSTOY

January 28th, 1961

Threepence

PH has been written about
gnator John Kennedy both be-

nd since his election to the
lency of the United States of
ica. His personality, politics
pledges haye been scrutinised
nalysed by knowledgeable and
0 knowledgcdblu pundits on
sides of the Atlantic.

| picture which has emerged,
country at any rate, is of a
. aloof, intelligent, ambitious
jan who has brought dignity
dication into American poli-
lic.

fact that he is rich has
y enough acted in his favour.
ot been argued even by his
nts that his poltiical ambit-
tied up with his economic
and his choice of admin-
s on the basis of ability rather
1 a “jobs for the boys" quota
“many people to believe that
¥ era in American politics has

American intellectuals hith-
sted with politics in their
ntry, now see in the new
non the bcgmmngs of

The New President Takes Over

who has just returned from the U.S.
and himself a Kennedy supporter,
confirms this view, and suggests that
the despised intellectual is now de-
cidedly “U™ in America because of
Kenpedy's Presidential success.

Faced with this wave of enthusi-
asm for a youthful intelligent man
dedicated to changing the face of
America, it may seem churlish to
dampen the zeal by expressing
doubt, but the man cannot be separ-
ated from his political party, and
we can find no signs within the
Democratic Party with which to
herald the beginnings of a revolu-
tionary era.

If it is argued that degrees of
government matter, and that an ad-
ministration, attempting to govern
honestly is preferable to one which
alows a certain amount of graft, then
the Democratic Party is the obvious
choice.

But the issue in the world today
which affects us all is not exclusively
domestic; it is not only a question
of choosing a party which will help
the poor rather than one which will
further the interests of the rich: of
choosing a party with a nationalisa-
tion programme or supporting one

which believes in
The question we have to ask is, can
we find wise men free from party
and national interests who are suf-
ficiently concerned with the survival
of the human race that they will re-
linquish power to achieve it and
have the necessary influence to get
the people behind them?

*

private ent erprise

N his inaugural address President
Kennedy was eloquent in his de-
fence of human rights; we believe
he meant what he said, and that he
is as anxious as anyone to avoid war
—but not at any price— as the fol-
lowing paragraph implies:

Let every nation know, whether 1t wish
us well or ill, that we shall pay any price,
bear any burden, meet any hardship,
support any friend or oppose any foe
in order to assure the survival and suc-
cess of liberty.

There was nothing else he could
say in the circumstances.

The weakness- of the political
“lesser ewvil” argument is that
whether the politicians be young
and dedicated or old and cynical
ultimately they are all bound by
party and national interests.

EW DEAL OR MORE ILLUSIONS?

In pracucal terms today this
means that however much any poli-
tician abhors war or the muanufuc
ture of nuclear weapons or the

threat of using them, he is in danger
of pohtical suicide if he sayvs so and
means o act on it. Any politician,
particularly in America, who hints
that he would rather see the Rus-
sians taking over than go to war,
even if he has a political history of
anti-communism, would be shunned
by all political parties.

Certainly Kennedy would not
have been elected on a pacifist ticket.
He can talk of peace while his own
party plans to spend more money on
armaments, but the image which
attracted America, and got him into
the White House, is one of youthful
strength and the willingness to “op-
pose any foe™ at any prnice.

*

T is argued forcibly that it is pos-
sible to be a patriot and at the
same time peacefuly “co-exist™ with
other nations who may have very
different political systems. This is
not denied. Throughout the history
of the “nation states” there have
been long and short periods of co-

existence between different countries
but eventually, when their interests
clash, immediately

-_'l‘-L\l\lLIh_L 1S

forgotten. The “lesser evil” advo-
cate further argues that if we elect
reasonable and just men who are
willing to negotiate with other
nations harmony is assured, thus it

is imperative that we make the right
choice between Democrat and
Republican, Labourite and Tory,
Communist and Capitalist . . . or
whatever

The simple lesson of history is
that whatever government we sup-
port within a country, none has
seriously attempted to outlaw war
beyond the stages of political slo-
gans. The very existence of the
nation state is by its nature a threat
10 any permanent co-operation be-
tween countries, but we know of no
politician who has ever suggested
abolishing the state!

The best “lawful government™
can do is to work hard at “peace-
ful negotiations” but sooner or later,
whether imaginary or real, one stute
will feel its interests are threatened
by another and the people will be
asked to unite “against the common
enemy” by forgetting all party dif-
ferences and remembering our “an-
cient heritage™.

The choice we have to make is
between survival through world co-
operation or extinction through
government.

bn:,-mmeﬁ;mg of an ac]neve—

through such a period,
thosoclal- mmxc mludes

; o have stam:ad__a schapl as

1 'vmml_and as subject to attack as

SUMMERHILL SCHOOL
40th ANNIVERSARY

be still who were able to come.

varied assembly of friends of Sum-
merhill, from grandparents down to
present pupils. How easy and re-
laxed those present and past pupils
of Summerhill looked, and what a
genume deep warmth of affection
s | m the air for Neill and the other
s of staff, past and present,
Neill's own
e Ldol:lt delight in the proceedings

way, usuﬁenuon enough

‘The Plight

Natlonal Union of Manufac-
~ turers issued last month a book-
let with lhe title “A Tax on Prog-
ress”, co pm of which were sent out

g other influential people,
rs ‘of Parliament. The
klet is to persuade
l'ﬂlsc the starting

A Deserving Cause

of the Surtaxed Classes

ly whittled down that the “net re-
ward was not worth striving for”.
Something had to be done for these
“hard-working and ambitious men
and women” who were being un-
fairly penalised.

Surtax is a “tax on merit and
almost an incentive to immorality ™,
(Is it suggested that professional
women are being driven into the
oldest profession, the rewards from
which need not be disclosed to the
greedy tax-collector?) What a heart-
breaking picture is presented of
these our “most valuable citizens”
having to “work harder and harder”

or in the end “belng driven over-

Thmk of it “our most valu-
e citizens” driven into exile by
3 tax collector! Compared with
fate that of the thousands of
nemployed throughout the
gather up a few personal
am lfemre then- uuagcs

of men and women to do the dirty
jobs, is a mere holiday. “Soaking
the rich” was all very well in the
*20°s for it only affected 10,000
people. But to-day 319,000 are
bearing this horrible burden, which
goes to prove that the professional
classes are much worse off now than
they were in the '20's whereas of
course it is well known that it's the
workers who are now living off the
fat of the land. After all they are
not being driven into exile, are they?
And all said and done it wouldn't
cost all that much to do justice to
our professionals. It has been of-
ficially estimated that to raise the
starting level of surtax to £6,000
would cost a mere £60 million in
a complete year and this loss to the
revenue declares the National Union
of Manufacturers, would be offset
“by the incentive to greater effort,
by lessened costs of collection and
by the all-round industrial expansmn
lhal. would certainly follow™.
B¥ Continued on r 4
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Review of 2 New Freedom Press Publication

TOWARDS A FREE SOCIETY

TOW&RD& A FREE SOCIETY,

- purpose of “Towards a Free
> Saciety”, as set out by the author
~in his foreword, is to examine the place
" of Marx i the history of socialism, why
~ Marxism has failed to achieve its pro-
tesscd objects, and in what form social-

3 ism in practice would serve to uphold

) truth, to suslain human dignity and to
admce political and economic freedom.
In short, to advocate “the common-
sense of socialism”,

The first chapter consists of a retro-
spec_n.ivc survey of socialism, Mr. Martin
begins with Plato's utopia the “Republic™
and then considers the utopias of Thomas
More, Campanella and Andreas. He
Boes on to give an outline of the teach-
ings of such writers as Godwin, Saint-
Simon, Fourier, Cabet, Louis Blanc and
Prwdhon. In more detail he describes
the ideas of Marx, Bakunin, Kropotkin,
Edward Bernstein and Jean Jaures.

The scrappy way in which, of neces-
- sity, he deals with these thinkers leads
‘him to make some rather strange state-
ments. It is stretching the term, to say
the least, to call the doctrines of Saint-
‘Simon and Cabet “libertarian”, and il
\is something of an eye-opener to be told
that Max Stirner was a pioneer of Ger-
man socialism. Again, Robert Owen's
conception of socialism, insofar as it em-
phasised free co-operation as opposed.
10 state inlervention, could be called
“libertarian”, but it ought to be poinied
out that it was the authoritarianism of
his community experiments in the U.S.A.
that impelled Josiah Warren, at one Lime
an ardent Owenite, to develop his anar-
chist ideas. '

The author is on surer ground when,
in his second chapter, he mounts an on-
slaught against Marxism. He quite ably
summarises many of the criticisms of
Marxism which began with Bakunin, if
not earlier, He indicts the authoritarian-
ism of Marx and the false idea of Engels'
‘that Marxist socialism was “scientific”

Society” urges the need for

- between Mr.

by Charles Martin, Published

< ﬁ, the Author by Freedom Prcss. 62pp. 2s. 6d.

other schools of socialism

“utopian”. “The Marxian socialism”,
he writes, “is, as we all know, socialism
turned aside from the libertarian and
humanitarian path. It is state socialism
plus Hegelian absolutism. And when
the state, as is implied m the Marxist
ideology, is absolute and has supreme
authority and complete contro] over the
whole field of economic life, it becomes
state capitalism™.

There is one reservation to Mr, Mar-
lin’s case against Marxist Communism
that must be made, however. He claims
that “the evils of state capitalism are a
hundred times greater than bourgeois
capitalism.” It is certainly preferable,
at the moment, to live in a country like
Britain than in a country like Russia,
bui this is not to say that “bourgeois
capitalism™ is not capable of practices
very near to those of “State capitalism”™
and, as two world wars have shown, it
can produce atrocitics of equal magni-
tude to those of the katorga and of Hun-
gary. Indeed, living as we do in a world
i which daily the Pigs and the Humans
become more and more indistnguishabie.
it 1s doubtful whether one side is all that
much blacker than the other. *Neither
East nor West” remains the only attitude
for us.

The third chapter of “Towards a Free
“political
freedom and economic independence” on
‘a decentralised basis. Up to the first
world war, the author contends, govern-
ments, under the pressure of circumstan-
ces, were becoming less and less trvan-
nical and behaving “in a more enlighten-
‘ed and liberal way”. But “unfortunately
after the First World War and from the
nineteen-twenties onwards, a reaction has
set in.” This reaction assumed the forms
of Marxism, Fascism and Nazism. “Now
that Fascism is overthrown, Nazism is
‘dead, and the evils of Marxism jaid bare,
it is Ume to pick out the thread of
political thought as it stands today.”
It is at this pomt that the difference
etween  Mr.  Martin’s  “humanitarian
‘socialism” and anarchism become clearer.
He is in favour of democracy, not be-
cause he is 2 democrat, butr because as

and the

* differs from the accepted basic principles

“Bertrand Russell once remarked, "The
merits of democracy are negative: it docs
not insure good government, but it pre-
vents certain evils' Democracy in
its' outwards form may not endure, but
democracy in essence and spirit is vital,
It is the antidote to despotism. “To the
author “in what form power may be had
and in what way it should be held s a
serious question.” To the aparchist,
however, the serious guestion is not what
form of power is preferable, but in what
way power iself can be opposed and
eliminated from human attitudes and re-
lationships. The logic of anarchism s
against all power of man over man—
whatever form il may take—monarchic,
oligarchic, democratic—and for the
sovereignty of the individual.

Where the author comes closest 1o an
anarchist position is in the following
passage on economic freedom: “The
freedom to choose one’s work and (¢
make his own living is the first requisite
of the freedom of man. Once he is de
pedent on others for a living he is a sud-
ordinate, an inferior, When he has to
debase himself and beg for a living, he
is @ begear, and when he is chained and
yoked he is a slave.” While one could
argue whether the “first requisite of the
freedom of man™ is as external as econ:
omics, in these words the author reaches
out towards the conception outlined by
J. A, Maryson in his “Principles of An-
archism™ when he wrote: “Anarchism

of socialism in that socialism makes
society the provider for the individual
. . Anarchism on the other hand strives

Ye are Many — They are Few (4)
SABOTAGE

ABOTAGE” is a word that sirikes

terror alo the heart of every non-
viclent resister. During the war Special
Branch men wvisited the P.P.U. bookshop
and confiscated for the duration copics
of Bart de Ligt's Conguest of Violencs,
presumably because they contamed ..n
admirable appendix of ways one couid
sabotage a nulitary machine. These
methods were obviously used to some
eficct against the German occupation
forces but there has always been some

revulsion against such destructive meth-

ods (even if only of property) by pro-

gressives. De Ligt in his baok severely
criicises  “bourgeoise pacifism” for ifs
inhibitions and it is possible that a mus-
interpretation of sabotage as a method
of social action has taken place,

Pouget in his booklet Sabotage com-
parcs the sabotage of work with the lack
of good conditions. Poor pay=poor
work is his simple equation. The usual
cry that such methods will alienate the
consumer is rather unfounded in these

of the conveyor belt shid a picos
toil into the belt which tempa
med it and gave him a needed bell
space.
the institution of piece-work opf
work bonuses is that it hay mads
lage
WOrkcer.

FREE

raking and consumer’s I»u:.qgh
that the public 1s sull wiling 1o &
od for & sucker no my aner how e
rickery and chicaneTy are poyg

The downright wrecking of mad
cntajled In sOme aspacty of e
unfortuately 2 d\‘ui‘ic‘-ﬁiw
In precarious ONC-indusTY jog
flooding of 3 mine o e coolin
blast furnace InVOIVes MOIT hurgey
more continuous hardship 10 they
than it does to the employsr |
have comie about of (empOLany s
for example in a c\mk..u»ma}
where a worker embarrassed by @

Onc of the grealest critgl

and ca'canny rebound

In the ficld of actual m:lxmf}f'-

manship m the interest of speedy
solescence .
sabotage occurming
benefit.

14

versa. Extensions of

casy 1o see,

tage & bouche ouverte (sabotage

teration, faking, cheating and lack

many products, But with all the miuck-

towards that social life in which cach
individual, alone or in co-operation with
others shall be enabled to provide for
himself whateyver he deems necessary.”
Unfortunately, Mr. Martin does not fulfil
the promise of his words and shortly
afterwards holds up the co-operative
socielies as an alternative to capitalism
and an answer to the dangers of mana-
gerialism. Anyone who has worked for
one of these societies, or who has anv
knowledge of their workings, knows that
they are as bureaucratic and as profit-
minded as any “free enterprise™ or state
COrporation.

days of capitalist sabotage of good work-
ob
Instances have occurred of
the consumer’s
The IWW once sabotaged the
salmon canning interests by packing [ow
grade fish in high grade cans and wice
this method are
The French syndicalists had
a development of sabotage called subo-
of the
open mouth) which consisted in relating
all the tricks and dodges of the manufac-
ture of products with the skimping, adul-
of
hygiene which are so prevalent in "so

~Towards a Free Society™ is a some-
what uneven and, at umes, carelessly
written Wwork. Among ils Mmerits is a
summarisation of the points on which the
~libertarian” version of socialism comes
nearest (o anarchism, and, more by mm-
plication than intention, where they part
company. Some of its drawbacks have
been mentioned above, but a more de-
tailed consideration of these, along with
its merits, would demand Ssomething
better than a mere review.

S. E. ParRkER.

eqhoea ‘of John B«:rgers shrill
s of horror must stll be dis-
slecp of the residents of
i a:nd. one fecls dnxy

'Qﬁcndedtherelsanam

Around the

Group. Yet Be.rger well knows where
Z‘a.d.kme-_s true love is, for time and time
again from amongst this mass of angled
bronze a hand or a foot reaches out.
In the “Return of the Prodigal Son™ at

‘the Molton Gallery, at 44, South Molton

Streer, W.1., a hand stretches out from
the arty stylised carving that is as ap-
pealing as the hands of the wooden
madonna that Zadkine saw carved when
he laboured in the workshops in the early
nineteen hundreds. Berger records that
Zadkine “with an almost cunning smile’”
called these childlike hands and sturdy
feet strings to caich the passer by. Zad-
kmc ught no-one but himself, for the
 with pride the
rose hc carvcd as a yomh

Galleries

contacts and hymns the pleasures of life
the American artists record their lonely
hell, but I would give the whole of this
collection just to possess the magnificent
scowling self-portrait by Degas, as from
his yellowed canvas he glowers at
generations yet unborn, for here is a
portrait of a man who has tossed away
the mask in the solitude of his studio.

But while we honour the dead we must
salute the living by giving a raspberry
to the Arthur Jefiress Gallery, of 28,
Davies Street, W.1., for hawking off their
backlog of Victoriana under the label of
Pictures of Fantasy and Sentiment. This
is the stuff you cap buy by the frame-
ful in the Kensington High Street, and
galleries are too few 1o be wasted like
this.

Gimpel Fils, of 50, South Molton Street,
W.1, are showing a group of beautiful
absractions by Lin Show-Yu. The quiet-
ism of these carefully conceived geomet. -
rical forms provide a foil to the work of
Austin Cooper in the same gallery, for
Cooper builds his abstractions layer on
layer until the finished result Jooks liks
a segment of rotting advertising hoarding,
but like Wols who worked his art into
the accidents of his brush, Cooper only
uses this roting mass of found rubbish
‘as a background for his final painting.

Finally Shawn Morrisey, billed by the
Portal Gallery of 16a, Grafton Street,
W.1, as An Unknown Irish Painter offers
‘us landscapes too much in the style of
Yeats for my hkmg The same bright
ribbons of colour, the same turgid pas-
sionate brush-worL yeL opne must stand
urmur Ycat& before  Morrisey’s
s and that in itself is surely a
1 whcn doee. mﬂuence end

sabotage has a wader context 1o
pling muitary forces. Theig
lang been Jdiscussions on the pé
cons and approved methods of 8
g mounted soldicrs (or polic I
that matter), During the Spa
the "Molotov cockwil” (2 petrg
bottle for Mhinging inlo tanks) wasy
provisaion o sabolage tanks, g
gary the workers used mectal plag
the tram wires as conductors of
i order o wreck tank Lracks &

ple the machine, In actual arme
flict fresh issues are opencd up
the scope of this study but 1 & S&8
outbreak of open hostlilies s -_
sign of the failure of the WC'T
contain and confine -Jpprc»;on
manageable bounds, The transil
strike (0 ¢ivil war 15 a change
ity 50 greal as (o be a change in gl

ol

“Direct Action™ was once the
that distinguished syndicalist or ans
syndicalist methods Irom reforny
parliamentary mcthods of politicia
unions. [ts basic clements wereh
propaganda, agitation and manil§
demonstrations, all of which wcr-:'-‘_
patriotic and ant-militaristic in comnl
By implication they excluded party’
tics and followng electoral camps %
the incvitable bargaining, comprom
and collaboration which they entaily

In the complex ficld of Nuciear politl
the name “direct action™ with small’§
large letters tends 1o get involved, the
confusing an already confounded issue
The Campaign for Nuclear Disarm:
ment IS @ Pressure group on a massive
scale. It is not anti-patriotic. (We be—"
lieve that Britain should give a Jead to
the world) it is not anti-militarist (Com-
mander ng-HalI believes that the bomb
.y anept weapon). It is not
Z7Caining, COMPromising or
collaborating, its groups in the Labour
Party are obviously unwilling 1o force
Gaitskell's resignation.

The *Direct Action Campaign” be-
lieves in mass-propaganda in the form
of publicity-secking demonstrations which
capture public imagination, but these
acls are symbolic; and a desire for re-
spectability, a respect for law-and-order
and z failure to follow through the an-
archist implications of their actions be-
devil their efforts, The sorry failure of
this group to back up a Voters’ Veto in
the 1959 election is 2 sign of their lin-
gering belief in the -effectiveness of
political action. There has been some
criticism of D.AC.s principle of giving
full advance publicity to press and police,
this arises from a neo-Gandhian mystigue
but it has the advantage of eliminating
from activity all the dreadful suspicions
and misgiving that the presence of an
unknown police-informer would give.

The “Committee of 100” is as it were
the revolutionary £lite of Nuclear Dis-
armament. Iis picked cohorts are an
atiempt at an all-star cast which will
get the maximum publicity and the sym-
bolic squat down in Whitehall on a
Saturday at the so-called seat of power.

The latter of these organisations is
under suspicion of altracting the exhi-
bitionist and the masochist who delight
in “suffering for the cause™ but the
regularity with which the leadcrs have,
and will 20 to prison does emphasise
the dispensability of leaders and makes

(as in the Resistance) control of events
‘may devolve upon the humblest of fol-

for a more responsible movement Sice

lowers if the leaders are removed. Also
| there always exists the remote possibility
) .thax coxﬁict wuhthopahmnndcxpm; :
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would have been an awakening
among the people of the Congo
which would huve done more 1o
break down the tribul barriers thams

The Congo Tragedy

hesc SIX odd months in the
f have the feeling that 1 have
@rly full circle”. Itisa depress-
gid—a record of near failure on
ge. With the imminent danger of
samething like the conditions
: Fusl in a ango even more
fhan any of us would then have
POssible ™

fiese terms, Neil Bruce de-
the present situation in the
where he has spent the past
Bths as B.B.C. correspondent.
mst of 1ast year Mr. Lumum-
at the height of his power™,
N. which had been invited
the previous month “was re-
nd threatened with expul-
By the end of August “it was
UN. soldiers who main-
any order, only W.N. tech-
who kept the wheels turn-
in mid-September there was
sbuty coup d'etar and the ap-
e of the College of Commis-
band, declares Mr. Bruce—
ked”. Then the Belgians
ito return and “the United
Shwas being digplaced by them
W point and there seemed at
'be a working government in
A - 1el‘

end of thc year “‘came the
“In spite of the fact that
pbutu’s authority seemed to
ng, when he came 1w
“great offensive” against
dent Congole:,e forces in
“it fatled lamentably
plel.-:iy Now there are
perhaps five governments”
ngo, and in spite of his ill-
dent and incarceration by Mo-
Tshombe, Lumumba’s star
 be once again in the as-
.And the Belgians, accord-
Bruce, are “worried”. On
“hand, Mr. Dayal, who is
nmarskjold’s representative
Conogo, “is not exactly dis-

THE shift of what

with thc turn. of evem:s. that.

would not be unhappy to see Lum-
umba régime return 10 power.”

*

“power” the

Congolese leaders could be said
to have enjoyed since the declaration
of so-called independence has hinged
on the army; not the loyalty of the
army to any leader or cause but by
the old rule that who pays the piper
calls the tune. Thas Lumumba’s
star waned when he had no money
in the government coffers 1o pay the
Army. The United Nations advan-
ced one month’s pay, through Mo-
butu, and since then it is gencrally
assumed that America and Belgium
have been providing him with the
necessary funds. Now it is Mobu-
tu's turn to be short of funds and
a number of his troops have begun
to revolt. The New Statesman’s
commonwealth correspondent sug-
gests that the Americans are “hav-
ing second thoughts about their
protegés” Mobutu and Kasavubu,
and that with other Western Powers
and Mr. H. the drift to civil war in
the Congo has convinced them -of
the need to “bring Mr. Lumumba
back into play”. The New York
Times (15/1/61) on the other hand
suggests that if Mr. Lumumba did
attend the round table conference
which is due to take place as we
write these lines,

he 1s likely to dorninate the conference
--2 development that would be wviewed
with considerable alarm by the Western
powers in view of Mr. Lumumba’s pro-
Communist inclinations and because his
own previous control over the Congo
precipitated bitter factional strife.

To say that Lumumba was more
responsible for provoking factional
strife than was Tshombe (and his
Belgian supporters) in taking over
the leadership of an “independent”
Karanga is hardly an example of ob-
jective or even reliable journalism.
Surely it would hmre bcm suprising

laws which involve conflict with the

if independence from Belgian rule
had not resulted in factional strife.
The question whicH the critics of
FreEDOM (Letters, 14/1/61) do not
face squarely is: should such strife
be prevented on “humanitarian
grounds”, at all costs—even by out-
side intervention? 1f that is their
position then not only must they
condemn every uprising of the
people against their rulers on the
grounds that it threatens human
lives, but they must also accept the
status quo and pin all their hopes on
the progressive-mindedness of poli-
tcians or in changes that might arise
from semi-bloodless palace revolu-
tions! On humanitarian grounds
they should also have welcomed
continued Belgian rule of the Congo
for there can be no denying that
health services and public services
were more efficiently run when the
Belgians were in occupation, and
however menial was the status of the
Congolese, so far as we know, there
were not the starvation conditions

LETTERS

EAST LONDON
SOCIALIST GROUP

DEear FRIEND,

We are a group of people who are
attempting to promote discussion and
activity concerning the pressing prob-
lems of the modern world. We are not
attempting to form a political party, nor
are we political fanatics trving o “bore
from within”.

All that we are trying to do is to get
ordinary people to concern themselves
with the social questions of our day.
We are trying, in our small way to find
a way out of the apathy that chokes
modern political life.

Towards this end, we have arranged a
series of lectures on alternate Thursdays,
at 8§ p.m., at "The Duke of Clarence”,
Clarence Road, Hackney, E.5. (Buses 38,
38a, 106, 653}, the first two of which are
set out below. I hope that some of your
members will be interested enough 10
come along
February 2nd.

*Can the Lsft ever be United?”

Speaker:— F. A. RiDLEY.

Yours fraternally,

London, Jan. 3. F. R. Ivivey.

WHAT WOULD WE DO
WITHOUT THE POLICE?

To THE EDITors oF “FREEDOM”,
Recently, articles have been published
in this newspaper concerning the role
of the police, and they seemed o be
suﬁenns from' loose thinking. If the
police force was abolished, who would
restrain and investigate criminals? While
in an anarchist society, a Tpeople’s
militia” might take over most of their
L vet a special body of men will
ve 1o organise such a “miliia” and
jut criminal mvcsugauons Surely

he ‘Political and Military Chicanery’ Goes on

which now exist in the Kaisai pro-

vince, and threaten other parts
the country t0o.

*

O avoid being misunderstood,
should perhaps point out that

do not now, and did not at the time,

anything which the U.N. and its
agencies have done in this direction
so far.  Of course they would have
needed :tu technical experts from
outside supply the know-how the
Belgians hqd always denied them

But is there any reason to ‘U“I‘*“a
that if the people of the Congo had
made their appeal direct 1o the
people of the world there would not

Of
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suggest that the situation in the - 0™ p 0= corresponding  re-
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Congo last July was ripe for a fur sponse? The trouble so far has been
reaching social revolution. Indeed por the roil needs of the Congo-
we have all along maintained that
R !I ".’“a‘?"*“ﬂ“r"“ d th lese have been swamped by the
he “Tragedy of Africa” is that the wall. petty. strussles of the nok
nationalist leaders have exploited the 1 nrctare o qoaecs O the PO
Bt S e .~ tical upstarts gided and deserted by
willingness of their people 10 agitale | oide nations ace yrding to what
and die if necessary 1o throw off the .. .. A B T

colonial power, without doing ve
much 1o break down tribal antago
ISms or to give them an .md;m.m

they considered were their imme-
diate interests. As Andrew Wilson,
The Qbserver's chief correspondent

ry
n-
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ing of the problems that would fol- '© "}m';;"gm £ last Sunday, thae
low in the wake of liberation. In -°° g G 22 ’
every respect the Congolese nation. o0 of thousands of simple, paciic
alist movement was the least militany PEOPIC like my little room boy, wha begs
= me ¢ach morning to arrange for him a

& can cont ) : e, A :

”g E}‘I‘ lrl'; ;T :‘.: r;linu;;[ El?thL Sl carrespondence course in English. It is

¢ fact, mcidenta ere Was

more literacy in the Belgian Congo
any other African colony).
On the other hand the contenders for
political power among the Congolese
were numerous and they relied on
tribal loyelues and allegiances 1o

than in

further their chances of success.

Now what we maintained was th

stead of having their hands free 1
play at poli:ics would have bee
obliged 1o tackle
problems—or fall. We may
wrong but it is our belief that left t

solve the problems of survival there

‘HALF CHILDREN ARE WITHOUT

at
if the U.N. had not come in to take

over the material problems of run-
ning the Congo the politicians, in-

these material
be

really remarkable how little their prob-
lems appcar 10 be Known in the West;
or perhaps one should say, how woefully

they have been submerged by the hecad-
line news of political and mulitary
chicanery,

®x

WHE\ the fate of the refugees in

the Kasai province was given
publicity in the British press, thous-
ands of ordinary people responded
with their contributions large and
small. Compared with the overall
problems of a Congo abandoned to
its “independence” this example of
solidarity may be said to prove noth-
ing. We disagree, and will not be
persuaded to think otherwise until
it can be shown that where people
speak direct to people response i3
not forthcoming. So far as the

O
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SeHOOYS Congo 1s concerned the voice of the
people “has not only been submerg-

Paris. December 10.—Nearly hali the ed by the headline news of the poli-

children in the world do not have a rical and military chicanery” of the

s\cir::oi F“:I ;di‘}: ;’ f?\:-d, E‘C‘?f‘i’zj Lumumbas, Mobutus, Kasavubus,

&a(i;;;; Edu::-.‘;;:;::._t, buls;f;{iﬁcn;nd Iz‘i:l T:?'hc‘:mb:':i.. et alia b_u :also drowned

tural Organisation - general  conference by _In:: _bc_dlum._ p_o!uci)' referred to

here to-day. He urged the immediate &5 (e United Nations!

adoption of a draft Angle-Indian joint

resolution calling on Unesco 1o tell -

United Nations fnancial organisations

that Tassistance to educational projects
should ' have the same consideration as
aid offiered for economic development 1o
the less developed countries.”

£538m INTEREST ON

DEBT

NATIONAL

The national debt increased by £356
million in the year ended March 31, and
nearly £338 million interest was paid,

according to a White Paper just pub-
lished.

The toral debt was £27.732.645702

Know any Politically Reliable
Midgers?

TarLaHassEe, Fra., Dec. 3 (UP]).

A California firm needs a midget who
can crawl through a 10-inch hole of 2
space missile nose come and sand its
insides.

The Florida employment offices here
circulated the notice yesterday.

The midget must have security clear-
ance and be able 1o work inside a space
54 inches high to operate a pneumatic
sanding machine,

The job pays $3 to $4 an hour, plus
transporiation Costs.

New York Sunday News 4[12]
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fTHlS week-end there is 1o be held

in London the first Conference
of the newly-formed Rank und File
Movement.* Much work has been
g.n into the preparation of this con-

nce by linison committees; dis-
cussion meetings have been 201Ng on
i London, resolutions and amend-
ments have been drawn up, and it
may well be that this event will be
a significant one for the militants

among the industrial workers at
least,
We say “'militants” because, al-

though the name “Rank and File"
conjures up a vision of the general
masses of the trade union move-
ment, in fact those masses show
litle interest in the issues which are
going to concern the Rank and File
Conference,

The industrial workers in general
show little enthusiasm for the sort
of ideas which must sooner or later
concern the militant in industry
ideas of revolutionary struggle, its
goals and its methods. The average
worker seems quite content to accept
the inequalities, the cruelties, the in-
dignities, the insecurities of the
capitalist system along with its
| material benefits in times of afflu-

ence. He may join strikes when they
] blow up in his face, but when he is
' fiddled back to work by the alliance
of boss and trade union leader, he
may wonder for a short time what
has hit him, but will soon forget that
there are wider issues with which he
must concern himself if he is ever
1o be more than simply & means to
somebody else’s ends.
Tendency to Leadership

Unlike the average worker the
militant does concern himself all the
time with these issues. His concern
shows itself in his speech and in his
actions, and because of this he quite
easily moves into a position of
leadership among the workers. From
there, normally speaking, two chan-
nels are open to him. He can begin
1o move into the trade union hier-
archy, or he can embme the cause
‘of a “revolutionary™ political party
hich will giue him support—pres-
~Either way. however, he becomes

and avoid the pitfalls of leadership

useless 1o the workers around him.
Today, few workers are satisfied
with the official trade union leader-
ship.  They may not be sufficiently
interested to want to help to create
any alternative, but there is little
illusion left among the rank and file
in general that the trade union lead-
ers are anything more than career-
ists feathering their nests, playing
the bosses’ game and, in effect an
arm of the State for the purpose of
maintaining  discipline over the
workers.

Nor is there any illusion left about
the true role of the “revolutionary™
politico.  The Communist Party is
finished as far as any real support
among the workers is concerned. It
can stll call upon a few deluded
malcontents, but its cynical use of
whatever influence it has ever had,
and the record of Communists in
power has been sufficient to sicken
and alienate all worth-while elem-
ents. And the antics of the Stalin-
1sts in power has been sufficient a
lessons to illuminate also the true
nature of Trotskyism—as the still-
birth of the “New Revolutionaries”
has shown.

No. the militant in industry in
1961, if he is to retain the confidence
of his fellow-workers. must steer
completely clear of both careerism
and politics. Much of the apathy
of the workers at the present time
stems directly from the fact that they
have had a bellyful of panaceas, of
politicis and above all of leaders,
Little Alternative

Up to now, however, the militant
has had little alternative but to fol-
low one or other of the paths de-
scribed, if he has been driven on by
a desire to “do something”. Thou-
sands of good militants have be-
come tired and disillusioned through
seeing no alternative, and have been
lost from any revolutionary activity.

The significance of this week-
end’s conference lies in the very fact
that it could provide that alternative
—as long as the form decided upon
for the proposed Rank and File
movement does break new ground

and authoritarianism.

This, is seems to us, is where an-
archo-syndicalism has something to
offer. 1t presents a ready-made body
of ideas which fits the situation per-
fectly. It always has, of course, but
until the easy, authontarian, ideol-
ogies had been tried and found want-
ing, the libertariun alternative has
had to wait. In other words, until
the rank and file were prepared to
take responsibility, anarcho-syndi-
calism was not a practical possibility.
If the militants have really learned
the lessons of working class history,
now is the time to make a significant
break-through.

Let us state simply the basis of
anarcho-syndicalism as we see it
First of all, though, sorry about the
long name! But since there is Syn-
dicalism and syndicalism (In Fran-
co Spain and Peron's Argc?‘m:
there have been state syndicates, Ind
the French word for the ordinary
reformist trade union is syndicat) it
is necessary for us to specify which
kind of syndicalism we advocale.
Anarcho-syndicalism  means  the
coming together of workers under
their own steam to form their own
organisation for their own purposes,
inspired by the ideas of anarchism.
A Clear Goal

This means that the organisation
has a clearly defined goal: the
achievement of a free society where
all the institutions of authority, all
the means by which man dominates
and exploits man, have been done
away with. Where everyone has
free and equal access to the means
of life, where the productive and
distributive industries are controlled
by those who work in them on be-
half of the community as a whole.

Syndicalism provides the means

Anarcho-Syndicalism & the Rank & File Movement

for achieving this goal and the or-
ganisational framework for this con-
cept to be applied to modern in-
dustry, and broadly its principles are
these :

The aim is workers’ control of in-
dustry. Now since we believe that
our aim conditions our means, it
follows that our organisation must
reflect and be an expression of that
aim. In other words, that the work-
ers must have control of their organ-
isation, and, if their goal is freedom.
that organisation must have a liber-
tarian basis.

Therefore we suggest that any
rank and file organisation which
aims at workers’ control must guard
from the very beginning against the
emergence of a leadership. It can
do this as follows:

I. There should be no full-time
paid officials.

2. Any individual chosen to
speak or carry out any function on
behalf of the membership should be
a delegate and not a representative,

e., he should speak or act as in-
structed by the rank and file and not
be given powers to take decisions
affecting them with full consultation.

3. If such activity does result in
a loss of earnings by a delegate, he
should be compensated by the or-
ganisation at the rate he would have
earned at his job, no more.

4. It should be recognised that
the workers’ greatest influence exists
at the point of production, not in
Parliament or in trade union head-
quarters. Action should therefore

always be direct action on the ]Ob
In this way the workers™ responsi-
bility at their place of work, and
their importance there is always
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take steps to forestall
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS
MENTAL ILLNESS

OW easy it is to stick labels on to

anything with which we do not
agree, anything antithetical to our own
opinions and mental systems. How
swiftly and glibly and smugly we label
thing unnatural, unhealthy, morbid, ab-
normal, without ever considering our own
pathetic mental props and crutches.

1f, by believing and saying: "l can
do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me” some poor forsaken
tormented soul is lifted from a slough
of despond, out of a living hell or freed
from some accursed habit or vice and is
able to smash the damned thing to
smithereens, is then the religion and
faith justified?

1f the murmuring over and over again
of “Jesus Loves Me” (remembered from
childhood) keeps some wretched pros-
titute from flinging herself in the river;
keeps some lonely person from turning
on the gas; Keeps some mortal at the end
of his tether from the knotted scarf or

razor blade, is that faith thereby not
Justified?

When the thought of Christ. the belief
in Christ and the faith in Christ sustains
o man, keeps him happy and gives him
a purpose and fills him with joy, why
only the most cruel among us would
wish to tuke away from him that which
makes life worth living for him,

‘But what the hell do we mean by
“mental illness” anyway. There is @

lmm the Deficit
ml

endency among psychologists to relieve
us, not only of the manias and inhibitions
and delusions that cause us suffering. but
to remove also those abnormalities
whereby we live!

Are not all our philosophies, ideas,
systems and beliefs so many ointments,
unguents and palliatives to ease the pain
of reality, and our carefully worked out
theories so many screens, patches and
covers to hide the bleeding, gangrenous
sore of our inmost being?

I am not religious, but I have my
props and crutches just like everyone
else, but at least I know them as such!

What damned pride and arrogance for
one poor fool in this crazy asylum thing
called life to refer to another as “suffer-
ing from a mental illness.”

The man who destroys another’s faith
“Better a muillstone be hung about his
neck.,”

‘Mcnlal illness nothing! Unless vou
wish to certify as insane the whole
human race and the Gods as well!

GLyN Harry HUGHES,

London, W.C.2.

DEMONSTRATION

COMRADES,

On February 18th, about the time that
the depot ship for Polaris submarines is
expected in the C Iyde, Earl Russell, Rev
Michael Scoft and Herbert Read wall
lead a radical demonstration outside the
Ministry of Defence in London demand
ing the serapping of the Polaris agree
ment and the abolition of all weapons
of mass destruction,  The demonstration
is being organised by the Committee 0!
100 which was set up recently to or-
ganise non-violent resistance (o prepar-
ations for nuclear war,

2,000 demonstrators are needed tor this
protest who will serve notice on the
Ciovernment that they can no longer
stand aside while preparations are being
made for the destruction of mankind
The demonstration is seen as the first
slep in @ new campaign of radical action
al ridding Britain of weapons of

interested please contact me
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stressed. These methods 5
action include the strike.
simple walk-out strike js
most effective V.jndu.)ns 3
should be preferred. demag
the workers® importance anl
I"‘igh! to the factory, the m
the materials and the good
create from them.

5. Organisation should be
dustry not by trade. The§
ridiculous methods of crafg
do more to divide workers th
them, and only provide op|
ties for careerists. \‘vithm :
dustry and between industh
ganisation should be establiS
a federal, decentralised basis
in the Works Council.

6 It should be clearly®
stood that the State is the imf
enemy of the working clag
State consists of the combini
tutions of government and €
exist in a class-divided
follows that where there iS5
there must be a subject
class. The rank and file o
therefore must never allo
be used for political purposé
Marxist-type  arguments |
‘workers getting control off
ment and setting up a N
State”. Such fallacies leag
change of master, nothing &
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Anarchism Essential

This is a very brief outling
anarcho-sy ndicalist posmou
does provide a basis for an
set-up on which a truly libi
organisation can be built.

One thing is absolutely
If the Rank and File Movel
not established upon some
foundation, with an essentiall}
chistic inspiration, it will fal
to the machinations of pé
tricksters and either collapse
the same way as the official
union movement.

*A RANK AND FILE INI
TRIAL CONFERENCE
To be held at Denison Ha
Vauxhall Bridée Road, Lon
S.W.1. on Sunday January 2%
( morning and afternoon ).

Meetings and

Announcements

LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP end MALATESTA
DEBATING SOCIETY

IMPORTANT

MEETINGS WILL BE HELD
in basement, 5, Caledonian Road, N.1.
(near King's Cross Station)
Sundays at 7.30 p.m.
All Welcome.
Jan. 29 —Philip Holgate on
SYNDICALISM
Feb. Sth.—Arthur Uloth on
SPARTACUS
Feb. 12, —Martin Grainger on
LESSONS OF THE BELGIAN
STRIKE
All Welcome.

Refreshment gvailable after meeting.

JAZZ GROUP

Friday. 10th February
lan Celmik
on
COLEMAN HAWKINS

at
37, Old Compton Street, Wi
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