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Comment on a Macmillan Puff of Hot Air THE

¢sSHARE PROSPERITY’

HE OBSERVER last Sunday

headed its *Sayings of the Week”
with one by Mr, Macmillan in which
he declared that

unless the free world can both produce

and share prosperity it cannot expect (o
claim convincingly that its way of life
is superior to' Communism,

Of course Mr. Macmillan, when
he speaks of the “free world™ is re-
ferring to the Western bloe, and
when he speaks of “Communism” he
means Russia and her allies. Re-
written in unequivoeal terms Mr.
Maemillan’s saying of the week
should read something like this:

Unless the Western powers can devote
some of their technical and material
wealth to the development of the back-
ward countries in ferment, such as in
Africa, Asia and South America, they
will be ousted by Russia and members
of the Eastern bloe, who sce the long
term advantages to be derived from such
aid. This is to be deplored both from
tle power political struggle as well as in
terms of future markets.

Mr. Macmillan’s statement as it
stands is a contradiction in terms,
A free world can only be one which
shares its prosperity equally among
all the people. At the same time
such a world could not enjoy a way
of life which is “superior to Com-
munism” for its way of life would
be communism, par excellence!

Tt may be argued I.hat you ‘can
share without sharing equally. Te
which we would reply that if we are
talking, as Mr. Macmillan did, of
the actions and morality of a Tree
world then sharing can only be on a
basis of cqualxry, otherwise such a
world could not be free for it would
presuppose there is a hierarchy em-

-pgwmd to determine that, in Or-

s, some are more equal

In the minds of simple, unsophis-
ticated honest people, to share means
sharing equally, whether it be “the
last crust of bread”, a house or an
income, But the industrialist who
Imdu himsell that his cmplc‘l)-.ca
“share” in his Company’s pros-
perity; the I.mdm\m.r who permits
his labourers to “share” in the pro-
ductivity of his lind; the shopkeeper
who gives his employees a bonus at
the end of the year—all claim to
be “sharing” their prosperity, and it
would be churlish, as well as in-
dicative of a pessimistic approach to
human behaviour to which most an-
archists would not subseribe, to
assume that in some cases this
“sharing” was not motivated by a
conscience, and an enlightened ap-
proach to human relations. But
generally speaking emplovers have
adopted the idea of sharing some
of their prosperity with their em--
plovees as a means of retaining their
loval services and of ensuring their
continued subservience. Not, there-
for on the grounds of conscience
through a recognition that the work-
ing man is entitled to the product
fore on the grounds of conscience
grounds that by offering him an extra
piece of the cake of production the
employer might well dissuade him
from fighting for his right to dispose
of the whole cake.

~

. fact that in the West the State

has consolidated its “indispen-
sibility” by taking over certain basic
services, and that the emplovers
have succeeded in buying-off the
workers with a few gadpgets* which
which are now within their ¢conomic
reach (with or without H.P.) does nor,
to our minds, alter the nature of the

social and economic system under
which we live
And if we still possess the critical
faculties to observe the system in its
true light in our own country, what
grounds have we for assuming that
lhn.l‘\. will ever be any sharing of
“prosperity” with those “underde-
veloped™ countries which for cen-
turies have been drained of their
natural wealth while their people
have remained in abject poverty and
lsl‘lomll‘*. In certain respects the
“natives”™ are materially worse oft
than they were before colonisation
*According to a Ceatral Office of Infor-
mation publication just published on
“Britain, an official handbook, 19617,
the awerapge married couple in this
country has a tlelevision set and a vac-
uum cleaner, possibly 2 washing mach-
ine and refrigerator. But most of them
do their own house decorating and
though one-third of the married women
haye paid jobs (and represent half the
female labour force in this country) less
than S per cent. of housewives employ
paid help and fewer than 1| per cent
have a “resident servant”. How much
of the “prosperity” of working class
families depends on the fact that both
the 'man and woman of the family go
out to work?
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AFFLUENT SOCIETY

A Christmas present “for the woman
who has everything else” was ofiered for
sale in the New York Times: a diamond-
and-ruby studded gold automatic colfee-
maker, The price: $50,000,

The adyertisers describe it: “The only
one in the world . . . the famous univer-
sal Coffeematic rendered in 14-carat gold
with 250 diamonds and 150 rubies .
Private showings by appointment”

Reuter

£ w

An lIrish International Airlines Hoeing
jet flew from New York to Shannon Air-
port in shr. S3min. recently, beating the
record set up by the same aircraft five
weeks apo by three minutes.The pilot,
Captain William Cutfe-Smith, of Dublin,
said that at umes he was “skipping
along™ at 780 mup.h. assisted by tail-
winds, He had 115 passengers aboard.

* * *

L like to think of myself as a small
business man.

—Mi. PauL GeETTY,
(Multimillionaire financier).
* * %

On their return from a 10-day holiday
in Eire, Mr. & Mrs. Tony Armstrong-
Jones did not travel, as they did on the
outward journey, by a tourist class Vie-
count. This time, to quote the Daily
Herald, “They had a spacious lounge and
a [2-seat cabin all to themselves,

A temporary partidon with a sliding
door separated the roval party from 67
other passengers who were in their seals
before the Princess arvived.”

S aot g,wc its allegi-
F” del Castro on

Labour Party Politics
Prolonged Labour

(from a Carrespondeni)

T the end of the first parliamentary
session since: the Scarborough Con-
ference, the Labour Party is in a state
of suspended disintegration. It is still
there, all of it, but it might well have
been better for evervone mnvolved f it
weren't; the trouble is that the sustained
effort 1o keep such a monster alive uses
up s0 much tnergy that survival becomes

the only thing the beast is fit for.

The cold war between the warious
factions' that have maintained an uncasy
co-exislence within the Party for sixty
years has not flared up'in the Commons
as might have been expected and was
certainly feared. Althoush a third of
the Parflamentary Pariv  vowed for
Harold Wilson and abstained in the
defence debate, there has been no split
for very good practical reasons. Never-
theless, there has been a definite shift
away from the official leadership since
Attles went—Wilson ot three voles
more than Bevan did five years ago,
while Gaitskell got thirty less than him-
self and Morrison combined., and the
defence abstention was the biggest
the same period.

We might put a similar question
to the T.U.C. which has just agreed
to lend £50,000 1o the Belgian Trade
Unions. A fine act of political soli-
darity which the British Trade
‘Unions have not extended to their
little known brothers in Africa and
‘other parts of the world.

‘No doubt there are individual
trade unionists troubled by this fact,
tzut. in comtmn with most of us they
the powerless

" mobilise

But however hard the Gaitskellites try,
Parliament isn’t really important; while
the cold war has rather hung fire in the
Commons, (and not come to life in the
Lords at all), there has been a mounting
arms race in the country. The factions
in the vnions and the local parties are
preparing busily for the 1961 confer-
ences; the Gaitskellites know they must
win at Blackpool if they-are to restore
even the siqius quo, and the unilateral-
ists know they cannot afford to relax
their pressure for a long time yet. Both
sides are in silent agreement thal Scar-
borough was not by any means the final
engapemeni—a muoch more decisive vole
is necessary before the Party can be
clearly committed one way or the other
on the defence issue. Both sides also
know that the longer the row goes.on
the lower the election prospects becoms,
but neither is really prepared to give
way an inch. -

As always in such affairs, there is a
large centre group that is. being Torced
against its will to take sides. For a time
it [ooked as if Crossman (who hasa’t
changed his mind about anything for a
long time) and Brown (who hasn’t lost
fhis: temper for u long ume cither) must
this group, bul Scarborougn
changed all that. Al the moment every-
one is waiting to see whal everyone else
is doing. Wilson is sitting around quistly,
pretending (0 be an elder statesman, buot
na one is fooled. The conspirators may
not be willing o strike until they know
what will happen to them, but there s
no reason o doubt that they will strike
when the time comes; U is just that
Brutus and Cassius want to make sars
that Octavian and Antony are out of the
way befors they start grinding theit
knives—there iy also the little problem
of seniority among the censpirators
themselves.

All this preacmpauon with lezdership
and the defence issus tends 1o obscore
all the other issues (thus the absurd
Clause 4 busingss is now almost forzot
ten). But in Transport House very dif-
Ecrcm ideas prevsll An “arrapeement”

ude:hcmsuesaf_.
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weeks following Christmas are

weeks for the Bond Street
&lkrs and these smooth gentlemen be-
X of dove grey waistcoats and hacking
%ﬂs are lo be found in the little back

rooms of their galleries sipping sweel
tea from large cracked cups and check-

e their sucker list with the same care
‘and atiention that we, the horny- handed,

gwc to our pools permutations,

There among the neatly stacked
| platoons of dead sherry boitles they
. weave their snide dreams of unloading
oy - popular junk onto some monied “collec-
tor” and of extracting talented work
from some dim artist who believes that
A art in itself is epough and that the
thirty-three-and-a-third per cent. plus ex-
| tras that the dealer demands should be
- accepted without complaint for this is
. the time of the year when for at least
~ Wwo or three weeks most galleries are as
silent and empty as the private church
pew  of George Amias Fitzwarrine
Poulett, eighth Earl Poulett.

There are however two exhibitions that
for lightness and gaiety are worth a visit,
3 At Gallery One at 20 D'Arblay Street,
» W.1, they are showing the works of
Scottie Wilson and Gimpel Fils at 50
South Molton Street, W.1, are having an
exhibition of the water colours of Wals.
It was in 1945 that Scottie Wilson first
made his bow al the Arcade Gallery at
. the time when the surrealist movement
— n this country was in latent bloom and
Wilson drifted into and out of the move-
ment as he has done most of his life for
he is the despair of the dealers and of
the monied chi chi types that love Lo
indulge in a little artistic slumming. For
this short, Glasgow born man with the
cloth cap and the broad accent is behol-
den to no man and while he could be
marked down as a commercial Failure.
his gifts to 'us are these lovely tinted
palterns.

Though overshadowed by the more
sophisticated Crépin, Wilson has con-
tinued to draw his stylised birds and
trees with his thousand rough pen strokes

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP

[Open 2 p.m.—5.30 p.m. daily;
10 a.m—1 p.m. Thursdays;
10 a.m—5 p.m. Saturdays].
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that he tlints in warm rich colours so
that they glow like costume jewellery;
for though Scottie Wilson can be judged
as one of life's failures and an extremely
minor artist to be used as small bait by
any dealer secking a small profit on a
quick turnover his work will continue
to give pleasure to collectors long after
most of the large canvases of those
carnest young men who clutter London
have been used for their proper purpose,

to pateh the leaking mausoleum roofs of |

their patrons and their propagandists.

Wals, who is showing at Gimpel Fils,
died about ten years ago and was part
of the international avanre garde of the
thirties.

An associate of Miro, Ernst, Tzara,
Sartre, de Beauvoir and the rest of the
big boys, he worked his passage by
virture of the fact that he possessed
taleit. Born into the world in 1913 and
christened Otto Alfred Schulze Battman,
he spent his formative years at the
Dessau Bauhau. Tossed into prison by
the French at the beginning of the
second world war he was released after
about a vear and continued to paint in
the south of France.

One feels that if Wols had drifted off
to America he would have in the fullness
of time been roped in as a major Zen
Daddy for he had the whole works to
offer. A brilhiant colourist, a magnificent
illustrator, a poet influenced by Chinese
mysticism and a friend of the right
people he was a dead ringer for the
American art rackel and canonisation in
Evergreen Review; but instead of living
as a cultural spiv as so many European
artists have done since the war he died
an artist, These sweet and tiny water
colours bear testament to this, for Wols
was one of the few artists who was
genwinely influenced by Klee but with
this difference, that while Klee worked
in two distinet layers, that is that his
foreground was drawn onto a separately
conceived coloured background fike unto
one sheet of coloured glass being laid
upon another sheet of coloured glass,
Wols worked into his “controlled acci-
dents”. He would damp his paper and
drop his water colours into it and when
the spreading merging colours had dried
he would carefully work upon them with
pen and ink so that in the end they
looked like coloured reproductions of
microscopic specimens from out of a
medical text book. Wilson and Wols
are two very minor artists who possessed
nothing in common when they sat with
their pens, their ink and their colours
before them, but though neither made
any claim to greatness the pleasure that
they have given us is the sweet music
of a ng song not worth recording
but alm remembered.

ARTHUR MovsE.

CINEMA NOTES

WHENE\-LR Hollywood's  British

yes-men lel us know by way
huge ads in every Tube station and even-
ing paper that yet another mulli-million
dollar epic is about to be unveiled with
a charity premiere before rovally, one
is apt to groan and dismiss it as yer
another ugly reminder of the frivolities
of capitalist living, being a way of
making further kudos for the Big Boys
by parading sex, violence and religion
as boldly and disgustingly as they dare.
Spartacus al first glance may seem to be
all of this, yet for several reasons it
arouses more curiosity than a film of
this type might otherwise warrant. The
novel from which it is taken is by How-
ard Fast, a former Top Member of the
Communist Party of the US.A., and a
popular author despite the poison that
the FBl and company spread about him,

Moreover, the adaptation is by Dalton
Trumbo, one of the unfortunate “Holly- |
wood Thirteen” of black-listed “fellow-

travelling" writers and artists who have
not been able to find work in Hollywood
since the McCarthy era, so we might
expect that by using this Communist
inspired novel he might take a swipe at
his previous persecutors, The producer
and director (Kirk Douglas and Stanley
Kubrick) in addition, were the team who
made Paths of Glory, that stimulating
anti-militarist filmm which so embarrassed
the French government that they saw fit
to ban its showing there. (One confi-
dently expects South Africa o do the
same for Spartacus). _
So, with such an array of dissenting
talent one wonders just how “different”
Spartacus is going to be. One is not
altogether disappointed with the results,
but being such a long Alm (193
minutes—3 minutes were deleted by our
ever-walchful censors) the over all im-
pn:ssmn is a somewhat mixed bag. It
is big and lavish true, but throughout
these lush paudy exesses are juxtaposed
scenes of human misery and anguish
on a scale that seems hard to imagine
(were it not for the grim reminder the
Nazis gave us) ever existed quite so
brutally. : |
The total cost of this production is
said to be about 12 million dollars,
and with so much money at one's dis-
posal the results could hardly have been
belter—with so much eapital invested the
production restrictions with an eye on
the box-office are so much greater. I
is ironic. that so much money should be
spent on filming a novel which Fast had
to have printed privately when he first

of

Like Robeson, the US Communists used
Fast for all his fame was worth, and as
he showed himself to be both a humani-
tarian and a rationalist the parting just
had to come.

Fast has suffered a lot for what he be-
lieves in, and this shows in his writings
In 1949, after the terrible riots at the
Lakeland Picnic Grove in Peckskill, New
York, he co-operated in the production
of a gramophone record telling the facts
of the incident, and in the restrained
emotional quality of his tone one senses
his very genuine concern over brutality
and human suffering. It is beciuse
that that I do not feel that the scenes of
great brutality and despair in' Spartacus
are included solely for the box-office, in

of
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fact they jusify
cnnulcr.n"l I:lr .‘t—\\i‘r;::" au:?d x
in sharing in the dcgcnm.t:y“= .
Rome

The picture’s main faults are
rather than execution. Mow
15ts seem W have this sentimentall
ism of the down-rodden. and a d
that is so sharp as to make all the
angels and all the Romans wicked
sters. This black and white @
might not have been so bad if jg
been laid on so thick, For good m
we get a scene of Laurence Oh

ing to seduce Tony Curlis, WH

course the slave rejects—in

there would probably have
8% Continued |

‘The

*HIS* is Alan Sillitoe's first book of

poems, and I'm afraid it may be his
last, His heart is bang in the right place
and he writes well—sometimes very well
—but this isn't enough. He refers in
one place to his “rough-shod song™. and
unfortunately this is an all-too-accurate
description. He simply isn’t much of a
poet

The title poem is a 45-page-long attack
on English society, written from the van-
tage-point of Majorca It is about the

eponymous Rats and alse about the
“Ogads"'—"Dagos” in  reverse, i«
English. o

The Rats are governmend, and Ogads

slaves

Who know nat where they go nor what
road paves

The way to Revolution

Sillitoe is, as readers of Freepom who

remember his St. Pancras poem will
know. a reyolutionary anarcho-nihilist
(to put it in technical jargon). It is his

hope that:

A hundred thousand may begin

To march one damp Oclober dawn:

Find a Lenin waiting art Victoria

Station

Uttering incandescent incanlation.

But he does not seem to expecl
thing at once. Instead he simply poinis
out that “Anger is not enough, young
men,” and advocates an intellectual
scorched-carth policy before Armaged-
don:

Defear is not the question.

Inte the hollows of the hills

Until this winter passes into thaw.

any-

Withdraw

Rats’

15 no good unless you can wr_ile
as Lawrence or Auden, As il St
would enjoy The Rats more if
in prose—though 1 ]ike the ocC
phrase, like
Anarchistic demons wielding &
Nefariously fishing relevision-58
There are also 33 shorter po)
mode] this time being Robertl
(which probably explains why
likes them). They are guite o8
but not really worth publishing
only one I really enjoyed was O
First Swim in the Mediterrancalg
gives un  excellent  pmpression
wonderful old sea
Water that folded the wings rlf
Climbs your limbs, sharp with
h'm: stiffened the heard of €
The only thing wrong Wi
poems is that they are in a boo!
is nothing discreditable about ¢
they aren't really good enough B
I have n sad feeling that Sillitoe pg
about his verse 4
because it is his fi
while his verse 188
undistinguished, 1t is a pity tha
someone writes something thit 18
the public eye everything else he
is published without gquestion 8
Osborne, Wain, Wesker, ete.), 108
be the other round—we shotl
mand higher standards from wrile
have already been successful, notH
ones, | should think more of
Sillitoe as a writer if his last two b
hadn't been published at all—they

cares more
fiction—sad,
is oulstanding

Wiy

wrote it as no publisher dared touch it
Since then however,
the CP in book form too (The Naked

God) and is

American “Radical” tradition.
ways felt that this break was inevitable.

Dig-in no more.
he has renounced
And travel back the
In front the

light.

established as part of the
One al-

Turn rournd and fight
Forget the wicked and regret the lame
way
darkness and behind the

The trouble is that this sort of thing

somechow taken something away fronid
first two, Nevertheless, best of lucks
someone who has the right ideas!

N.

vou came,

*The Rats, by Alan Sillitoe (W.H. Allen;
155.),

dwehpmenh in the social
g interest in the

sociology.
politics can only he
eneral molm It denies
much of mdstioml political

‘Politi-
is called,

OCIAL MAN

such as regional, ethnical and traditional loyalties, need
to be taken into account lo explain voting behaviour,
class, Lipset confirms, is the most important single
factor. “In every modern democracy conflict among
different groups is expressed through political parties
which basically represent a demoecratic translation of
the class struggle. Even though many parties renounce
the principle of class conflict, an analysis of their

| appeals and support suggests that they do represent the

interests of different classes. On a world scale, the
principal generalisation which can be made is that parties
are primarily based on either the lower classes or the

| middle and upper classes” This holds true also for

American parties. The popular notion that party divi

| sions in the USA are less related to class cleavages than

are in Europe is belied by the facts. Polling
B from 1936 onwards indicate that in every
n the proportion voting Democratic increases
as one moves down the oceupational or income

rican politics is of some signi
i of this country. The
conflict has been a marked

As Lipset puts it, “The char-
tuble Western democracies in the
they are in a ‘posi-politics’
My I[tlrd difference between
ocinlists are ‘moderate

';rotl'

political Marxist. Nor will Lipset's interesting examin=
a broad perspeclive workers’ organisations have play
ation of working class authoritarianism. Although from
a major role in extending politicnl democracy, it is a‘
mistake, he suggests, to see the proletariat as essentiall
a force for liberty, racial equality and social prograg
It is necessary to draw a distinction between economic
and non-economic ‘liberalism’. On' economic issues,
such as income redistribution, the poorer strata are
everywhere leftist but on non-economic issues, like sup-
port for civil liberties, racial equality, nternationali
and so on, the correlation is reversed. The more well=
to-do are more liberal, the poorer the more imolcmnt.;'
In support of this generalisation, Lipset ctites S,
Stouffer’s study, Communism, Conformity and C';%
Liberries, 1955, based on a national sample of 3|
Americans. Respondents were divided into categori
of tolerance by using a scale based on answers to qu
tions nbout such civil liberties as the right of [
speech for Communists, critics of religion or advocates
of nationalisation, and the like, Tolerance was found
to increase as one moved up the social ladder: s
only 30% of manual workers were classified as ‘most
tolerant’ compared with 66% of the professionals and
51% of the proprictors, managers and officials. Similar
resulls have been obtained from public opinion sury
in other countries,

The authoritarian predisposition of the working cla
is not really surprising. It stems from their socy
situation. Among the elements contributing to it
low education, low participation in voluntary ore;
tions, little reading, isolated occupations, econg
im@curity and authoritarinn family patterns.  Al]

“a tendency o View polllb::s and personal
ps in black-and-white terms, a desire for i
. an impatience with talk and dis
intmst in ommmmns which have




iTeedom

AMAREMisT WwWEERLY

——

f’ No. January 14 196]

¢Share
"rosperity’

. trom p. 1
it they have been driven off the
d bv the white settlers: are
app\, in that the white man
stroduced bis \dl..!C': without.
Bor. civing the “natives™ the
;tv of sa m\m« them.
' m\mc the discase-infested
ents of the world with D.D.T.
Stern. nations thought they
also whitewash the evils of
glism. and of capitabism. of
‘colomalism is but one of the
estations. But whether the
ges can see through the clouds
iy or not. capitalism and its
fors remain what they have
tbeen:  exploiters not co-
s Thevgwill “share”™ their
and prospenty only to the
,a?hl_v are forced to do so.

g Congo today 300,000 people
ding a large number of child-
O cannot be beld to have any
bility in the desperate situa-
‘that country. are starving.
cmﬂlan who believes that the
d must “share prosperity™

on behalf of the people of
i the munificent sum of

P to belp relieve the situation!

Unrted States in order to get

gnd of covernment in Cuba

g=will be subservient to Ameri-

power politics is quite prepared

ke ecopomic measures aimed

mng the Cuban people into

sion. (ves. we know that for

e reasons. Russia is prepared

fler advantageous trading and

facilities to the Castro govern-

It is surelv unnecessary to
the sordid list of facts which

the promuises and the prncip-
ich pour from the lips of the
ans of East and West. They
meaningless as the Treaties
' Pacts which they sign and seal

fRong tbml\'ﬁ-

b - a2 s

fE Mr. Macmillan meant what he
'_' then he should cease o be

mouthpiece for the City and for

talism. There is tOday in the
- a vast productive potential
ich :,snotbemgopemted to its

- big one.”
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ParT 11

ITH the dual threat over the unions
w of the Taff Vale Judgment and
the post-1926 legisiation the umons be
came unwilling t¢ venture uUpen official
strikes. At the same time unions  be-
came more and more prosperous, mvess
ted their funds i industrial and govern-
ment stock and became, as an institu-
tion, a vested interest in that which they
ostensibly sct out to destroy—the capital-
18t system.  The American umons freed
of the pohitical tics with a radical party
have accepted the logic of conventional
unionism and set out to make capitalism
work. The unions in this country em-
barrassed by a mariage de converance
with the Labour Party have made
worst of a bad job and oscillate between
the capitalistic opportumsm of the Xs to
the communistic opportumsm of the Y=

the
nNc

Nevertheless, in the face of all this
burcaucratic  ossification. the worker
can stll vse the strike weapon to good
cffect. In some cases it can be a double-
strike against the unions and against
the boss. Sociologists puzzied by this
phenomenon of contented workers
ideal factories with idvilic conditions
going on strike, produced a name—"wild-
cat strike'—which was ‘symptomatic of
some deep-seated psychological distur-
bance. The occurrence of such stnikes
is rather a sign of bealth when the
worker revelts against the meaningless
routine of pleasureless, pointless work
for the benefit of the employer but quite
without benefit for society or satisfaction
(except that of the pay-packet) for the
worker.

i

These spontancous revulsions are re-
flected in voluntary absenteeism, in a high
accident-rate and in  psvcho-neurotic
illness. all of which have increased and
in which, the body. as it were, goes on
strike. tempts by cmployers and
umons to lay blame for these strikes at
at the door of sinister elements manipu-
Jating the workers are a testimony 1o
the inability of emplovers and unions
to understand the sigoificance of work
in the life of man and society.

The General Strike scems to recede
further in the background, to be a myth
in the absolule sense, not only in Sorel's
sense.  IThis it 1s said. is due to the in-
creasing scale and complexity of the
mndustaal vnits involved. But the differ-
cnce between a httle strike and a2 big
ona:soahfonhofsmle,andemvmu
strike is an affirmation of the ability of
the worker to stike and in the words of
the svndicalist “cvery strike is a small
revolution and a dJdress rehearsal for the
i

The jack of imagination of vnions with
their obsessions with property, power
and jegality have blinded them to the
infinite variety of possibie strike action.
The small strike can be settled. and then

Many —They

stav-in’
‘stay-down’
tised). the ‘lie<down'
man strike (a Japanese climbed
works chimney  stack
attention to bad working conditions): a

strike for miners (still

stnike, the chimney

prac

the
to draw  public
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of ‘common-sense’ 1n rules lad down af
an officesdosk for men on the job ix
casilv exposed by such methods. The
'k"(.‘-.t"{,‘\\" strike s a possibility although
the abomination of picce-work rates have
made this difficult. It is also a sad re-

flection on the state of industry that ‘no
overtime'  strkes be
weapoen to be used rather than a privi-
?\‘\uc. to be exercised continually,

can listed 0e o

‘Soldiering” is industrial bebaviour that
conditions have produced voluntarily
without the possibility of a widespread
conscions demonstration of it producing
anything but confusion. It would be
impossible to recognise in many shops
who bad joined the movement, and who
was behaving normally.

The boasted gigantic: scale and com-
plexity of modern industry have made
it more vulnerable to strikes. Jts linss
of communication are stretched further
and increasing specialization and inter-
dependence have made it more possible
for the cnppling of one small umt of
production to incapacitate whole ‘chains
of command’. But increasing specializa-
tion has made the technician the em-
plovers’ trusted Mameluke and possibili=
ties of industrial stoppage may lie more
in the realm of the wiclder of an inex-
penienced broom or of a negligent
clearer of scrap metal which falls within
the range of another section of my
paper.

With the ncreasing complexity of
socicty and nationalization of industry
leading to the centralization of power
there arises the tempting theory that the
social revolution will be “only like having
the auditors in’. That the problem. in
a fully mechamized industty producing
affluence for all is merely & question of
control, is & moot point.

One of the ironmies of history is that
the best time for strikes. in affluence,
is when they are unnecessary. This may

strike o prevent dismissals, the
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Ihe boveolt was a social wenpon Ird fiving.  In the U.SA, ¢ scope for thas
quently n.""1l“.-‘\f.".l but it only derived its kind of activity i wider, Here the
name from a (I','rr*t:--rv Royeott in County spread of indirect taxation e made tax
Mave in 1880 ‘1‘-,,!.,\. the Irish ‘troubles’ evanion, except on the highly respected
1t has been <ard that the ‘curse of Ireland level of inx avordance fon which your
ie the presence of the nbeentee landlords accountant will give advice) more diffi
and faced with an invaxive force the ult but not imposaible
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mony to the success of the Insh boyeott rom C.N.D) for the withholding of a
movement which included a rent strike “_""r‘""""‘ of rates on the ground that
The boveott was used with some hmited Civil Defence was an inadeguate force
-JICL'\‘N\-;!\'_L!!PI\P the ocCupving German under conditions of npuclear warfare
forces in the 1939 war and basically it M Jack Bowles of Fulbam was sum
has the advantage that it is impossible moned for the sum of one hilling and

for occupying forces 1o stay
without the co-operation of

per cent of the inhabitants

1IN A country

at least fifty

eightpence recently This device js more

aimed ot securing the maximum  publi-
city (which ix good and useful) rather
than making Civil Defence unworkable

The Boston tea-party of historic fame indeed. taken at jts face vnlue it mighy
was the culminpation of a boyeott cam- be regarded as a campnign to make Civil
paign which included a refusal to pa Defence more efficient
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inema otes trom p. 2
choiee for Tony. sors refused a certificate to the 20 min
Nonetheless Spartacus is o film of pro ute film Warsaw Ghetro and it had to

test, and of the oppressed spitting in the
facee of their lords and masters,
that alone it is be welcomed.
fact that it s set in such remote
with all the grandeur Hollywood
spectacle cannot stifle ite anti-puthoritar-
ian cry, and under the circumstances one
cannot help think that this 12 million
at least was cunpingly and craftily used.
It i1s further notable in being absolutely

and for
1o The
fimes

of

free of all religion save for a cynical
reference by Charles Laughton—"In
public I believe in all the gods—in

private 1 believe in none.”

If it doesn’t appeal overmuch to the
intellectuals it may well make an im-
pression on the type of audience for
whom it was made. The Christmas eve
audience when I saw it were well boozed
at the opening but left a little less frivo-
lously and more soberly than when they
arrived—and ite ideas. if somewhat
hidden or oversimplified are ones with
which all readers of this paper agree—
it may give heart 1o the faint-hearted (I
think Peace Néws will discreetly ignore
it however!) and remind the bastards at
the Top that humans won't be pushed

be shown at a privale Soho cinemn club,

Since then however an uncut version hag
been granted an “X" By the LCC and
o it can be shown in any London

cinema Made as an anti-semitic docu-

ment to show how inferior Jews were as
humans it is a Noaziemade reminder of
the eickness an ern one
(despite the censors” efforts) must forget,
A wider showing must be demanded, A
similar ¢ase in point is the full-length
Nurembhurg Trials which bhas only had
one or two screenings at film clubs, Also
refused a cerfificate by both the censor
and the LCC, one can only hope that it
will have as many privale screenings as
it can gel, Or cven <0me Courageous
cinema to show it publicly and make a
test case of it ever there was a
film to be shown widely this s it. In
any case, since all newsreel matersal s
supposed to be exempt from being sub.-
mitted to censorship, one wonders why
the distributors bothered to court refusal
of a certificate in the first place. Most
cinema clubs seem to exist to peddle
commercial pornography, but any which
shows these films deserves our support,

of which no

for if

crop up again in another part of the

capac.l.tV because the mﬁonaI be the explanation of the apparent trivial-

too far! Be it East or West. for otherwise they would have to rot in

factory. there can be Ssit-down® strikes iy of the claims and grievances for | In orde ; lazis the distributors’ valut
a SRS o 1S . : order to help whitewash the Nazis ¢ distributors® valuts,
ets_are ?a}:l ted and “f : Emﬁm °f blaaeldcgs, ‘the  which recent strikes have been fought. | more, the British Board of Film Cen- D.G.

tb what is being produced. But {=
are more than 1.000 .million
who do not possess the bare
of life let alone the
tclevmon sets andj

politics.™ This, Lipset suggests, is basically true of
Franco’s dictatorship. “Although Franco is backed by
the Spanish fascists—the Falange—his regime has been
dominated by conservative authoritarians. The party,
| has never been allowed to dominate the society: most| of the term. It is rather a society with a pluralist power
' institutions remain independent of the state and the structure, where there are regular constitutional oppor-
| party; and the opposition is not asked to conform or| tupities for changing the government and where the
| join, only to abstain from organised opposition.” clectorate can choose between contending groups of
.| The appeal of extremist movements, Lipset fur(hcr‘ politicians. It is in fact the kind of socic_ty we know
| suggests, may be a response by different strata of the In Britain and the USA. As far as Lipset is conchcd.
“| population to the social effecte of industrialisation at| the good so_ciety 15 airchy here: f.bc problem js how
different stages, of its development. “Working class| 10 preserve it from possible extremust thrca,!ls from left,
extremism, whether Communist, anarchist, revolutionary/ ight and centre. The posture be presents is that of a
| socialist or Peronist. is most commonly found in societies| frightcnogl sfsc:alisl, emotionally sympathct_nc 1o working
- u.ndergomg rapid mdusmﬂmtlon_ or in those where the| class aspirations but \‘_‘caf[ul of '.hclrcsult‘ if they should
| process of industrialisation did not result in a prcdorm- be wholly sat:_sﬁcd. This posture 1s basically conserva-
nanﬂy industrial society. like the Latin countries of tive in the widest sense. Becauso democracy requires
outhern Europe. Middle class extremism occurs in| CONSENSUS as well as clevage, he invokes the spirit of
tries characterised by both large scale capitalism| de Tocqueville to counter that of Marx. He directs ous
\ powerful labour movement. Right wing extrem-| attention, for example, to the importance of the Tory
most common in less developed economies in| worker and the middle class socialist—the deviants who
he itional conservative forces linked to! prevent too clear cut a division of parties along class
ar remain strong.” lines. We are aln}ost invited in fact to thank God
s i aaive atiacked: by some (along with Disraeli) for the Tory workcr‘ because if he
gical grounds 1t is true that he did not exist, it would bc‘ncctssary to invent him in
Aye Sufbciently aware of the limitations of the order for qemOcracy to survive! With this conservatism
—OF %o -‘giire as much weight| 80€s @ curious cgm‘piac;ncy: “the fundamental political
local in scope. as to a problems of the industrial revolution have been solved:
S mtdfﬁll\?'cohﬁﬁuétcd U:-;e.-. wor_kcrs have achx_cvcd industrial and political
H:s facility at citizenship; the conservatives have accepted the welfare
: state and the democratic left has recognized that an
1 increase in over-all state power carries with it more
| dangers. to freedom than solutions to economic
. | problems.™

Political sociology as a discipline is not, however,
| committed to the values Lipset prizes. Read with
-| caution and discounting the conservatism and compla-
remains a valuable book, even when it is
oﬁng.ﬁemulbasmofpuhuqmno!hg
politics but jt is an important dimension wi
deserves furtber exploration. .

different groups seek the good society; it is the good
society itself in operation. Democracy, however, as
Lipset uses the term, has Jittle to do with governmient
by the people, with self-government in the classical sense
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the UN or not.

Proionged Labour

(&u‘n affairs for 1962—by when it s
| ﬂlll the row will be settled one
way or the other. Ironically enough,
‘!,UIIS statement—at Jeast in ils present
du[:—swulluws whole maost of the ideas
iof the New Left, which shows how far
‘the Party machine has moved in the last
four years.

It may be assumed that the New Left
iwill not be placated by such flattery, but
will instead make uncomfortable pro-
posals for putling social planning and
welfare into practice, for raiding the
“privale opulence” of the Affluent
Society to relieve its “public squalor™—
in fact, for socialism. At the same time
there are more and more bright young
men in Transport House and the unions
who are sick of the old leaders and the
old slogans. The big boys may imagine
thal home policy is pretty safe; but they
may well be wrong,

REVOLTING YOUTH

Perhaps the best reason for thinking
{and hoping) that they gre wrong is the
present attitude of young people. It is
rapidly becoming clear that the Young
Socialist experiment is going the way
of the old League of Youth after only a
Year. It is related that poor old Hugh
asked plaintively how much the Young
Socialists had been “infiltrated” by CND
and could hardly believe his ears when
“he was told that about 909 of the pre-
sent membership was probably unilater-
alist. Since then he and his rather hor-
Tible hatchetmen in the Transport House
Organisation Department have been

muttering MeCarthily about “Trots™ and
“Commies” (all nuclear disarmers are
assumed to be one or the other) and
stalking about looking for trouble, They
will certainly find 1t

Already the North London magazine
Keep Left has been proseribed for being
connecled with the “Trotskyist™ Socialist
Labour League, and there are many
other Young Socialist magazines with
extreme left-wing views that have not
yet been dealt with. Again, New Gen-
eration; the magazine of the “young
Socialist League of the LL.P.", which
has just started in Leeds (Gaitskell's
constituency), says nothing that most
Labour Party Young Socialists would
lake much exception to. It is surely
significant that thirty years after the
LL.P. parted company with the Labour
Party the young people in both organ-
isations should be thinking more or less
alike.

There are three things the official
Labour leadership can do about the dis-
sident Young Socialists. The trouble-
some branches—or, as eventually hap-
pened to the League of Youth, the whole
movement—can be disbanded and ortho-
doxy restored by order; or thev can be
given their heads in the hope that they
will learn to keep them and orthodoxy
restored by experience. Either of these
iwo courses could be dangerous and even
disastrous, so the third thing is to follow
Lord Melbourne's advice: “When in
doubt what to do, do nothing.”

At this point in history, when in places
as far apart as Germany and America,

B Continued
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Italy and Japan, Turkey and Korea—ns
well as in this country—the inlervention
of young people in politics is enthusias-
tic, often decisive and wusually “non-
party”’, it would be at best extremely
unwise o move against them. It s
worth remembering that the Young
Socialist movement was formed a year
ago when Labour had just lest the third
clection rupning, and when individual
party membership had declined in seven
years from over 1,000,000 to under
850,000; Labour depends far more than
the Conservatives on its active members
with time and energy to spare, and in
a sense the Young Socialists were meant
le restore the Party's fortunes. The
politicians were trying to nobble the
kids, so they would look pretty silly if
they turned against them now. '

But the kids
being nobbled.

have no intention
By and large, left-wing
youth in this country is very left-wing
indeed. The influence of Marxist par-
ltes 15 less than some of the organisation
men imagine, but the great bulk of the
potential membership of the Young
Socialist branches is unilateralist, neutral-
ist and liberlarian, The politicians real-
ise the importance of the young people,
but at the same time the young people
realise their own importance, This
the age of the “teenager”—the young
unmarried adult—with more economic
and social power than ever before. CND
and NLR are two prongs of a youthful
assaull upon the entrenched positions of
the Labour establishmentarians. [f the
tide of dissent is allowed to rise in the
lower echelons of the local parties, 1l

ol

miy sweep away the upper echelons too
Whatever the Party’s clectoral prospects
{which are at the moment pretty awful),
the prospects of the leaders <hip
means secure.

HITTING BACK

So between the Scylla
and the Charyhdis of
Labour crew may decide to pretend
nothing is happening. And barring any
major rows in the immediate future. this
is just what we can expect. A new
membership drive is to be launched now,
the campaign being given the motto “Hit
Back” and a damn silly badge which
looks like a cross between the CND
lollipop and the Fascist flash, It is
doubtfu] if even the people in charge
expect such a naive idea to save the
Party they They may be hitting
back at the Tories in theory. but they
sperid so much time fighting and fighting
and fighting again in their own ranks
that their blows will not be very hefty

anes

are by no

of repression
rebellion the

love,

At the same time an enquiry into the
problems of advertising is to be set up
along the lines of the inquiry into those
of youth which reported in 1959, and ne
doubt the general statement hame
affairs mentioned above will be given
a lot of publicity. But all this will
scarcely draw attention away from the
fact that the Parly is completely split
on defence, on leadership, and—despite
the present armistice—on public owner-
ship; and it should also be noted that
the Party has no policy (certainly no
clear poliey), on broadcasting, the Euro-
pean Common Market, education, and
many other important matters, All this
wouldn't matter if it had a recognisable

on

FAMINE IN

DEear FrienDs,

With reference to wyour editorial
“Famine in- the Congo™ (7/1/61) let’ me
explain that [ wrote the letter with which
it was concerned as an anarchist, as one
who does not believe in the United
Nations in principle and as one who is
quite certainly NOT starry-eyed about
thal orgamisation. [ argued however
that lives saved are lives saved, whether
the plight of the life concerned is due to
I said that I thought
“the social service given (o guiltless
rican people is worthy of praise™. 1

‘1o more and was carsful not to.
your editorial you ignore my ques-
I' k it again: “If, as you

LETTERS TO
THE CONGO

then tried to sel to rights, even if one
accepts this it still does not follow that
the UN activity is worthless if they
averted a worse catastrophe,

I believe this is an urgent matter for
anarchists. If one is inflexible about
one’s opimons then no amount of argu-
ment will move one to see that LIFE is
more important than purity, 1 am very
much in favour of sticking lo principles
and not compromising but the situations
must be judged as they come along. That
the UN dealt so abominably with the
terrible famine in the Kasai province is
deeply distressing, the conditions there
have been described by one observer as
“like Belsen” and he knew both. But
something is being done to alleviate this
horror, which would haye occurred in a
worse way if the UN had noet intervened,

RLW.

THE EDITORS

RELIGION AS A MENTAL ILLNESS

THE EDITOR,

G's. article on “Religion considered as
a Mental Illness' is a good enough
assessment of the negative side, and I
agree that the holding of religious dogmi
and creeds and the passing on of these
to children is not only unhealthy but
deprives adults of the fresh insight and
viewpoint of these new fragments of the
cosmos—and who knows what the un-
conscious of the free young will bring
forth.

Mafikind has always sought to formal-
ise his experience in art and ritual and
particularly has sought to crystallise his
religious experience, which is a spiritual
fact, not proven scientifically, but proven
in artistic terms, That this is at the
basis of most great religions is without
doubt, That these religions have mostly

llank God for the U.N.!

our other readm, bul
You rebuke

and go on (o make three
rrors yaursel i

War ‘was caused by the United Nations,
when in fact they stopped it.

That members of UNO behave badly
is no condemnation of UNO—it is the
best argument in its favour. That the
UN forces have not been able to prevent

_all tribal fighting and external interfer-

ence doesn't mean they have been use-
less. That UN relief hasn't been able
1o save every life doesn't ‘mean it isn't
invaluable. Frankly, your arguments
would be more suitable in the Paily
[Express than in Freepom. We should
all be glad that the more independent
UN officials and Agencies have been ahle
Lo redress some of the more revolting
sins of national governments. To sneer
;.:eoplc who are actually doing

.mwiy :muipe that the situation would
il thc.re hnd heen o
(8] all"

degenerated into creeds of a quietest or
life negating nature is also true. But
whether mankind will remain satistied
with his true spiritual needs unformal
ised as is the case al present remains Lo
be seen. It is likely that he needs some
seriopus community with his fellows in
some way which will satisfy his rational
needs and his wonder at the miracle of
life (sorry—"G").

With regard to the spiritual experience
itself it is described at great length by
Dr. Suzuki who writes on Zen Buddhism
—an oftshoot of Buddhism which seeks
to almost boot the searcher into “reality”
—not the rather flat Kind which “G”
describes but one in which the searcher
truly does discover himself to be a part
ol creation. This is described as “satori™
in Zen and “énlightenment” in Buddh-
ism, Incidentally Zen monks are not
necessarily celibate and this has all been
going on since 600 A:D., a curious fact
for people of our repressive religious
background to absorb. Creative inspira-
tion comes under the heading of this
experience, at least some of it, and 1
have seen a child of four draw “with the
kick of 10 million horse-power",

Whether man must lose this power
early (and power it is, it seems to have
the drive not only of oneself but of the
whole of greation) in order to run the

material affairs of the planet according |

to rationality 1 do not knew—and
whether the psvehe simply grows tired
of this and demands to be flooded with
the totality of the universe and to know
by a reality which is not intellectual—
that 1 don't know either and admit it,
What I do know is that man is a spiritual
animal and that this religious experience
exists.

Readers of FreepoM  may not be
anchored in religious dogma but they
may well believe that the potential of
life is barely tapped, that their feelings
about all forms of life, the education of
children—particularly the vigour and im-
mediney of children is perhaps expressed
by *the Power and the Glory”, 1 am
nol choosy—if a phrase serves my pur-
pose 1 use it

London, N.W 5, JANET ELLISON,
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latter will do all it can to kKeep
the way. The real fights williy
tain big unions whose conféten
are important but not yet qu
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where there is disagreement bel¥
local leaders and the candidates
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come turncoals or outcas(s,
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Announcemer

LONDON ANARCHIST *
GROUP and MALATESTA
DEBATING SOCIETY -

IMPORTANT
MEETINGS WILL BE HEL D
in basement, 5, Caledonian Road, |
(near King's Cross Station)
Sundays at 7.30 p.m.
All Welcome.

JAN.
THE

15—S, Fanaroff on
FAILURE OF IDEALISM
JAN. 22—Jack Robinsen on
THE LIFE AND WORK OF
LEO TOLSTOY

All Welcome,

Refreshment available after meeting.”

London Anarchist Group
AN EXPERIMENT IN

OFF-CENTRE DISCUSSION
MEETINGS

1st Thursday of each month at 8 pm,
At Jack and Mary Stevenson's,

6 Stainton Road, Enfield, Middx.
Last Wednesday of each month at
8 p.m.

At Dorothy Barasi's,

45 Twyford Avenue, Fortis Green, N.2.
st Wednesday of each month ar 8 pm.

At Colin Ward's,
33 Ellerby Street, Fulham, SW.6,
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