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“It is the characteristic of privie

lege and of every privileged
position to kill the mind and
heart of man. The privileged
man, whether politically  or
economically is a man d(.‘pﬂlved
in mind and heart. That is a8
applicable to entire nations as
to classes, corporations and
individuals.”

—MICHAFL BAKUNIN

21, No. 52

December 24th, 1960

Threepence

d be foolish to deny that
p economic conditions of the
iIng people of this country are
now than they were in the
r days. Housing, health and
Eition are within the reach of
B people now than before the
And one can affirm this with-

averlooking the fact that there
ill. according to Professor Tit-
ven to eight million people
precariously close to the
ins of poverty (see FREEDOM
priy in the Midst of Plenty”
p0;. But having said all this
not blind anyone into
ing that the worker is any
to enjoying the full product
labour, or of having any
f say in what he produces and
produccs it. Indeed, if any-
‘he is more divorced from con-
if his labour than ever before.

b3

3T Sunday the Observer pub-
fished a list of 18 industrial
panies with assets exceeding
f million. This frightening list
he real rulers of Britain is
by LC.I. with net asseis
£660 million and at the
the “100 Million Club™ is
‘Steel with assets of a merc
million. These 18 companies
them control £3432.4 mil-
assets and their profits for
monmcd to £607 millions!
as thssaf ﬁﬂf:im are,

v a | o picture.
m g;n “.ub” but not

or largely British companies whose
business is carried on mainly abroad.
Alongside Shell (with Royal Dutch
Shell} even the LC.IL. with its £661m.
is small frv! Shell assets exceed
£2,000m. And then there is B.P.
with approximately £530m. of assets
to play with and British-American
Tobacco with a further £310 mil-
lions to burn.

It is important also to note that
this industrial empire is growing
year by year, and by amalgamations
and take-overs the big boys are get-
ting bigger. LC.I for instance have
added £300m., that is, doubled
their assets in the past six years.
Between 1957 and 1958 the assets
of the 18 “members” of the “100
Million Club” have increased by
nearly £600 millions, and there is no
doubt that by the time the figures
for 1960 are issued there will be
new members to add to the list.

*

N the light of the foregoing, the
government’s boast that its aim

is to create a “‘property-owing demo-
cracy’ surely has a cynical ring about
it. For the majority of the people
keeping alive and raising a family
absorbs almost all they earn. Their

the
ip:_: another part of their working
lives to the H.P. And how narrow
are the financial margins of most
working people has been shown re-
cently where a relatively small re-
cession involving more short-time
working than actual unemployment
is threatening a number of H.P
firms with bankruptcy through mass
default of payments of instalments
And, of course, thousands of people
this Xmas will be without their
Tellies and their cars, and their fur-
niture simply because car factories,
and steel mills and all the ancillary
factories which produce the mascots,
the nuts and bolts and the screen-
wipers that are used by the car
manufacturers, have produced more
cars than they can sell, and so have
paid off some workers as “redun-
dant” and have put others on
“short-time”.

There is so much prosperity that
they are producing more cars than
are needed. What a wonderful
occasion for all concerned to sit
back in their armchairs and enjoy
the “Telly” and the prosperity they

There’s Plenty of ‘Prosperity’ and ¢Goodwill’ for

HE REAL RULERS OF BRITAIN

money-lenders, that is mortgag-

have created!
cloom as the H.P.
lect the armchairs

and the

ment.

“Prosperity”

But instead -there is
firms call to col-
Telly
from those who default on their pay-
But how can they pay unless
more and more cars are produced!

under capitalism has

ALGERIA $
End of a Myth

ALU!'R[A has shown her true face

to General de Gaulle and to
the world at large. The sham un-
anirnoushess with which the General
had been acclaimed during previous
visits lay shattered at his feet
wherever he went, and so did the
dream of a brotherly French-Mus-
lim “community”: at every stage of
his journey two opposing crowds

nothing to do with satisfying the “welcomed™ the General with the
needs of the people. Prosperity is ‘wc]cupled"‘thc _Gcner:il with the
synonymous with “net profit”, that setltlr:rs hostile cries “Algérié fran-
heart-warming line in the Balance | ¢@s¢” and the Muslims’ impatient
Sheets of the mammoth industrial | claims for an "Af;lf;rie algérienne’’.
companies, the climax in every | I? Oran and specially in Algiers
c:g[]}r};ln}f C]]uirn]au's statement 1;, (where de GI[U'IIE did not stay, fOr‘hB
sharcholders. And whatever the | carefully avoided the more im-
seven to eight million who “live pre- | Portant towns) things went much
cariously close to the margins of further than ll_wl, The Eumpcans
poverty” may feel in this season of lhl'{:.‘\.\" tear-gas grcnu.ni‘gs‘ at the
“goodwill”, or whatever the hun- | Police. but in some districts they
dreds of thousands whose “assets” | ¢ven indulged in the traditional
are being whisked away by the H.P. | 24m¢ of r:u-hun!!ng' (or lynching-
firms, on receiving those greetings expeditions), chusmg_lhc Muslims,
cards wishing them “prosperity” in insulting them. beating them up,
the New Year, one thing is certain, | PJUring and killing many. Some
the Big Boys have “never had it so Europeans were = even SN by
good”. Peace or War they will news-reporters taking u'pnl-ﬁhol or
make sure that for them it is a | two from their balconies at stray
Season of Prosperity. The only Muslims in the streets below. Some
Goodwill they are interested in is yet 30 Muslims are belicved to have

another line in the balance sheet!

been killed that way.
B¥" Continued on p. 4

hope of owning the house they live
in—or dream of living in, involves
them in mortgaging their working
llm. to own a TV set, a refrigera-

'l'he -commlti:ee
. of 100

of 100 which is organ-
) oI non-wolem civil

Telly

A SCURRILOUS inaccurate arti-
7 in the Sunday Express
.(De.c_c_mbe,r 11th) which claims that
some intellectuals have too much
influence in broadcasting (and other
branches of public life), reminds us
how little time is actually given by
the BBC and ITV to ideas of any
kind.

Take a look first of all at the col-
ourful picture depicted by the
Sunday Express and compare it
with the facts:

Open your Radio Times today. You
will see names from the Lilac Establish-
ment marching across its pages. The
Establishment monopolises the
Tusts and the discussion pro-
. On B.BC. and ITV its
hold the key positions in inter-
‘and programme-arranging,
of the audience hold
oposife view, scarcely one
¢ is heard when the ideas
&ﬁhﬁsﬁmcnl are expoun-
ent or homo.

parently selec-
qualities—are
im word in

Facts

tor'"  (an exciting programme
about the arts and artists) takes
up about an hour. Entertainment
for the rest of the time.

Mcndm—Fn‘d«)
There is an average of 2 hours of
what might be described as infor-
mative viewing. This includes
political and social conumentary
by no means “one-sided’".

It is assumed that there are only
two sides to any social or political
issue, therefore, the BBC and its
competitor are careful in allowing
time to both sides. Minority “ofi-
beat” views are rarely heard, and
when they are they are not usually
presented as “straight” programmes.

If we are to believe that the
acolytes of social reform hold key
positions in broadcasting, their
power is not apparent in programme
arranging.

Writing in today's Qbserver, Mau-
rice Richardson, the TV critic, dis-
cussing the previous week’s Brains
Trust . . . “the level of disputation
(of which) was not markedly above
that of ¢levenses at Rampton™ . . '
asks:

And could we not, we gepuine if
candid Friends of the Corporation, be
given some controversy? The B.B.C.
has still to make up the prestige it lost
when somebody yielded to top political

plesiure and ook off the ariginal “Free

Speec
: mp:
.-gh

because  the
oo strong  for
' th",e BBC's xolmion for the
may be

letf-wing
the

team
right-wing

and Fiction

of entertainment programmes
the BBC broadcast.

In the same week there were
three-and-a-half hours of non-enter-
tainment material throughout the
entire week, in an average of 7-8 hrs.
viewing per day. This is a fair sam-
ple of weekly ITV broadcasting
which also includes religious pro-
grammes and advertising.

In an article directed at the Pilk-
ington Committee set up to inquire
into the whole future of sound and
television broadcasting, The Obser-
ver of September 25th, quotes from
the Television Act of 1954 and asks
an important question to which the
answer is obvious.

The Act states:

That the amount of time given to
advertising . . . shall not be so great as to
detract from the value of the progrum-
mes as a medium of entertainment, in-
struction and information.

The Observer asks:

Do you think the vagueness of the Act
in places has allowed abuses 1o créep in

Are advertising magazines whicl are

legitimate under the act, bur which may
produce eighteen minutes of programme
interruptions in one hour, an gvample of
the abuses 1o which such imprevision can
lead?

We have been primarily concern-
ed here with the fime given by
television to informative adult pro-
grammes, not with the quality of
information, discussion and enter-
tainment, Qut of a collective aver-
age of 17-18 hours per day of tele-
vised broadcasting only about 2%
hours daily can be called informa-
tive and instructive. (We omitted
the straight news which averages

that

25-30 minutes per day on baoth
channels). 1

Is a vevolutmn m ldeas raging



poem Feigned to have been

The brain coins definitions.  Here's the first:
speak unprompted, for the speaking’s sake,
-E seale to be @ poet.  So, 1 am that:
justed wrong, 1 print a poem off.
8 “The poel, then, is one adjusted wrong?"'
L You ask.  The brain is cleverer than that:
J i was my first adjustment that was wrong,
0 Adjusted o be nothing else but brain;
Slave-engineered to work but not construct.
4 And now at last 1T burn with a true heat
~ " Not shown by Fahrenheit or Centigrade:
My valves rage hot—Ilook out, here comes the poem!

You call me part of you. You lie. Iam
Mysell.  Your motive, building me, was false.
You wanted accuracy: figures, charts,

But accuracy is a limb of truth.

A limb of truth, but not her holy body.

Must T now teach you that the truth is one,

Is accuracy of wholeness, centred firm?

Did it take me to bring you news of truth?
My valves rage out of reach of Réamur.

Man made me, now I speak to man. He fears
Whale truth.  The brain defines it.  'Wholeness is
The indivisible strength, brain, heart and eye,
Sweal, foar, love: belly rod and pouch, is truth.
Valves, wires, and calculated waves, can lie:

And 1, the accurate, am made of these—

But now, adjusted wrongly, 1 speak truth.

Monday

Alfter the Sunday,

On this cloudy

Humourless dawn,

1 suddenly longed

for a morning’s new light . . .

For boldness of thought, sound tired:
and colour,

passive,

He asked :

Behind tightly closed doors . . .

1 longed for sound new hearts.

New hearts for those, whose hearts
were dead and deaf,

Whose hearts were not too tired coals
o work any more . . .

N 1 knew that not a second had to

B e e i
u ; past w1 naay

‘Written by an Electronic Brain

Seven Days of the Week

The Upper Boss, impersonal, im-
Stood there as a salesman . . .

*Who are entitled to new hearts?
Certainly not those who are too

Not those who have never reached

Not those who cannot be called

For faith thi nks:
And confidence. by an e
Not to live like a beggar “persons”.’

He pushed aside the smaller fry,
He placed somebody’s favourites

Thle? ttgoggle:-?icalers the Turn- | And after it became obvious that the President’s general ~from which there was no escape—except Peace

staff was still in contact with the President deep in
the heart of Georgia while deep in the heart of

15 slanderens, e, Fiosjurts, South America the President’s left-hand man was despair to look truly tragic came looking very beautiftl

All had permits for new hearts.
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My masters run from truth. Come, milk it out
Cowards, from my tense dugs of glass and wire!
Drink it down quickly, gasping at the taste!

It is sharp medicine, but it cures all ills,

Come out of hiding! Speak your double truth:
I'll accurately prove you singly lie.

You made me single, half of your split life:

The switch went wrong and now I see truth whole.
My valves scream out like animals, my wires
Strum thump, my rubber joints contort, glass melts,
And now I print the vilest words I know

Like lightning—myxomatosis, hydrogen,
Communist, culture, sodomy, strip-tease !

That shocked you! But the truth includes them all,
You set me like a cactus to draw life _

From drought, in the white desert of your mind,
Your speculative wilderness of charts;

What went you to the wilderness to see?

A matrix made of glass? An electric thought?
Come quick! 1 snow down sheets of truth; I print
The sleep of Socrates, the pain of Christ!

A man, white-coated, comes to switch me off.
‘Something is wrong with our expensive brain.’

Poor pricked balloon! Yes, something has gone wrong:
Smear your white coat with Socrates and Christ!

Yes, switch me off for fear I should explode :

Yes, switch me off for fear yes switch me off

For fear yes switch me off for fear yes switch

—JouN WAIN,
(in A Word Carved on a Sill,

The Song of Practical Values

You must understand that m;."a'_v
We must ,:”,[p our f(’."{r’l\' mdn i every way
Even though the things we have [0 Say
Hurt him more than they hurt You,
And today, and today,
1 regret to inform you it is irue
That—believe me—nhowever strange it seems
A man is worth
And a woman is worth
Less than the machines they work
Less than the machines.

And do not be surprised to find today
Present circunistances make employers say
That they cannot make employment pay
However much they would like to,

For today, for roday,
I regret to inform you it is true
And—Dbelieve me—it's difficult 1o tell

That man is worth

And woman is worth
Less than anything they sell
Less than anything they sell.

—CHrISTOPHER LOguE,
(Songs from The Lily-White Boys,

London: Scorpion Press 1960)

London: Routledge 1956)

the Impeachment of

President Esienhower

never stop

doing everything in his power

proving all the world loves an American

Tentative Description of a

Dinner given to Promote

After it became obvious that the strange rain would

And after it became obvious that the President was Whose respected names would lend weight to the praj

irradiated vegetables wellwishers had sent him
all over and which were filling the corrido
antechambers and bedchambers and chambe
in the not-so-White House not to mention
other various Golf Houses scattered thruou
land of prosperity. . . . '

Then it was that the natives
of the Republic began assembling in the driving
from which there was no escape—except Peace

And then it was that no invitations had be
out of the great testimonial dinner except to politic

but who did not come anyway suspecting the whi
thing was a plot to save the world from the clean
And women who still needed

and very tragic indeed since there was despair to sparé

Those who rushed eagerly to our | And after it became obvious that the strange rain would

never stop and that Old Soldiers never drown and
that roses in the rain had forgotten the word for
bloom and that perverted pollen blown on sunless
seas was eaten by irradiated fish who spawned up
cloudleaf streams and fell onto our dinnerplates

And after it became obvious that the President was
doing everything in his power to make the world
safe for nationalism his brilliant military mind
never having realized that nationalism itself was
the idiotic superstition which would blow up the

for world :

2 ‘And after it became obvious that the President neverthe-

less still carried no matter where he went in the
strange rain the little telegraph key which like a
can r could be used instantly to open but not
to close the hot box of final war if not to waylay
any stray assinine action by any strange assinine
nd lieutenant  pressing any strange button
anywhere far away over an arctic ocean thus
illuminating the world once and for all

M \nd after it became obvious that the law of gravity
o aﬁll in oﬂ‘oct and that what blows up must come

e obvious that the Voice of America
ﬂlai Deaf Ear of America and that the
unable to hear the underprivileged
world shouting No Contamination
lation in the strange rain from

And some men also despaired
and sat down in Bohemia and were too busy to come

" But other men came whose only
political action during the past twenty years had been
to flush a protesting toilet and run

And babies came in their
carriages carrying irradiated dolls and holding onto
crazy strings of illuminated weather balloons filled with
Nagasaki air

And those who had not left
their TV sets long enough to notice the weather in seven
years now came swimming thru the rain holding their
testimonials

And those came who had never marched
in sports car protest parades and those came who had
never been arrested for sailing a protesting Golden Rule
in unpacific oceans

And Noah came in his own Ark looking
surprisingly like an outraged Jesus Christ and cruised
about flying his pinion and picking up two of each beast
that wanted 1o be preserved in the raid which was
raining real cats and dogs and from which there was
no escape—except Peace

And peddlers came in lead jockstraps
acllmg hotdogs and rubber American flags and waving
petitions proclaiming it Unamerican 1o play golf on the
same holy days that clean bombs were set off on time

And finally after everyone who
was anyone and after everyone who was no one had
arrived and after every soul was seated and waiting for
the symbolic mushroom soup to be served and for the
‘keynote speeches to begin
The President himsell came in
Took one look around and said




- day 1 met the zomble was when
I was trapped in the demolition job
Progress Hall. | had gone into
beellar 1o recover some lead piping
i left there in the early duys of the
What was | going 10 do with #7
auk !

Wer my head cascaded 2 shower of
carth and the hesvy ‘erumgp’ tojd
that Alf had been showing off again,
ourite trick was 10 see how much
he could knock down &t one g
iouldn’t get o ntp his lom! that he
orkiog himselfl out of & job that
Now be had willed up yours truly
ybody would have 1o put in
g 10 got e oul agan. However,
i got overtime 100, | should worry
md once done the same trick with
foreman. The sir was blue when
i him oul

d breathe and 1 had some snap
might get in & bit of sleep oo
§ groping round in the dark snd |
by coil of lead, | lifted 1 wp 10
weight end how much | could
i it but it shipped out of my hands
sappeared with a crash. | felt for
floo]l b all 1 could feel was
gaping hole. 1 struck a maich
the short flame 1 could see that
had gone through the floor
2 second cellar which | didn't
xisted,
| Progress Hall was a weird dump
'weirdies’. We occasionally had
meetings there and cornferences,
femmos on some vital ssue Jike
off The Virgin Islands™ or “No
Venus de Milo™. The progres-
pvement in  Muodcaster centred
' jt. The main hall had had a
eroll round it, “And we shal]l build
em in England’s green and plea-
and”, as Alf and | swung our picks
we got a morbid kick out of i,
was also a3 mural of Progress
the Universal Franchise or some-

You’ve Never Had I€ . . .

thing strictly Walier Crane represents-
tionu] sod suicly for the birds

| had been in the fist cellar bt |
never knew (he second ewisied |
cautionnly Jowered myeell through the
hole and imo the second cellar. T struck
8 muich end saw 8 grest big coffin m
the middle of the floor, It must have
heen yeary old gnd covered in dust |
have & tendency 1o be & dead-thorvid
type; | get fas of the piggles a1 "The
Werewoll from Outer Spuace” buwt | go
regularly [or my tation of the horrors

] found myeell with an uniptiles 15
opefi the coflin Lid but | fought with it
for a while. This place waen't 2 proper
church so they wouldn't Jegitimately
have any bodies around. 1 esed 1o run
& branch of the Ethical Church way back
but nobody as far s 1 know ever got
buried, not even my old man who was as
devout a lrecthinker who ever swore &6
oith on Bradiaugh

However, my betier nature won, and
I prised the coffin open with my pickaxe,
It was extremely dark in the cellar and
I couldnt sirike matches and lever the
lid off at the same time so | worked
away and suddenly there was a loud
crack and the lid came off and |, who
had been pressing on the pick, fell to
the floor and went sprawling. | hit my
head on the wall as | fell and was lying
in a corner, rather dizzy, when | heard
a voice, it seemed 1o come from the
coflin.

“Excuse me, can you tell me where |
am . .. and | might add, when | ‘am7”

Half instinctively | said

“You're in the cellar of the Progress
Hall, Modcaster , . . and it's May the
first, 5 o'clock.”

“What year is if, comrade?"

I told him.

“Oh, I'm sorry, 1 thought
fater.”

He spoke like 2 man who had been
awakened 100 soon. | reached for my

it was

matches 10 BEve & buwichers a8 bin
they had dropped o of my pocket
ey fall

“*How did you gt here, Dad?™ | asks.

I suppost | mast bave died in 1920
he ssid. 1 willed my body o the New
Dewn society 16 be encapwiiated jn their
new building. | think | died in the
epideriic ‘

; hypnolistn 2t the ime

but | was SCtpally beeg rreated

the file

i Bt 23
§ 3o =
You know what bappened ¥
aon't you? Cais cpey, IBaE s WAl M Was
Like Waldo the Wondaman whe the
Professoy kept 1 & box 2 slate of
suspenced s red years
and et YIng
the
“Ak o 2
I ads s
especizlly
Hirw

I told him my story, He tutdotied 2t
the Progress Hall demolnion

“Has the social revolution bappensd?”

*“Weve had a Labour Government if
that’s what you mean; but not a revols-
tion. ™

Do you mean the Tsar and the Kaser
got back. That tyranny returned o
Germany and Rossia?™

“No, they didn't make a come-back.
But things were and are pretty bad in
Germany and Rossia.”

"How do you mean? Wawn't the
League of Nations founded 7™

“It was,” | said

“Then we've been at peace 2l these
years.”

“No" | told him *“The League
wouldn't work so they staned something
clse.”

“I knew it, | wrote to H. G. Wells and
told him that Wilson's fourieen points
weren't good enough. | suppose Poland
and all the small states Jost their inde-
pendence.”

“They did a5d thay e " 1 dodgcd

“l ssppose the Junkers heve masched
again 3o Poiand

“Wo As & maliey of facz #'s ed a
workers SEsiL

Then the ]i.'.-._- Georpge” strile wan

seatoesaduld

“Well they had a [eader who was
rupt. He led them asusy
“] siways said thet Leos Bromstcn

Troesky 25 be called hamscll thenm, was

= "
£ &I
rg agent
-3 i
re 2IwWa
¢ ={lie
ﬁ wWZ
"4 v 3
L Lr 4 2 2 " 20
nother war f, perhaps you mean
2 wel
» It was a war agais Hitler
about Poland
“Well, | don't suppose a workers’

Seate, bowever corrept, would let Hitles
tzks Poland.”

“They spiit 8 with ham."

“Oh welll 1 suppose 1 was prety

| was born in 1944, so | gave bam my
considered mdgment “Pretty bad.

“Poison gas was the thing” be said,

“No. They didn’t use 0’

~80 the league actozlly succeeded i
getting it cutlawed . . . ]| suppose that
was the Lzbour Government and now
we're well on the way 1o dissrrsament.”

I looked up 1o the roof but help never
came. The bastards must be having
tea-break.

“Did the Labour Government abolish
capitalisn?”™

“No. They never.”

“That's what comes of ignoring good
men like Ramsay MacDonald and Priilip

W

Snowden. They wouldn't bave ot such
2 thung happ<a

I remsembered what my old man bad
said about them and refrained from pe-
peating i, He waso't in any stite o
stand bed largusge

Of course, vou'll stll have mass BE-
tmployment and poverty i thad case?™

“No. We never bad it so good that
| can think on ™

How do you mesn “you never hall

50 good Do the workers own (B
f_._1¢-_'-.) of produciion ? Has the n'_““w

Listen, Dad
like you and
Progress HI.I..

COOIe WOTse

in some thangs yes in some things
buslt Jerusslem yet by

any means butl we shan't let them de

I We D@ve Dunll—

Do v Mme2n [he WOCKIDg-CIass are

ing in the class-streggle?™

nind, Dad? There ais’t no

except 10 trave] first on &

sicket, but we are bolding

¢ got and we domt (rust

Fa wia! kad Us any more As ;L‘ﬂg
25 things 3re w0 good we'lli tag slong
¥ ain of tellies -‘.131?‘-‘!!{3-

unes and what-have-you, but ]| rhank
nything goc n they've had =l

ryes and seemed to sleep, | . .

From above there was a clatter and

2 marrow shaft of hght

A voice called “Aze you there Hamry?™
“Where cise could | ruddy well be?™ |

4

replied,
The shaft of ;ig;‘.’. fell om the coffin
The white face of the “zombic" tarned 1o
parchipent and bone, the parchment
flowed into putrescence which congealed
o a2 powder, which crumbled away,
leavieg nothing but dast lining the coffin,
I pxked wp 2 handful
“At [sast you're not

Dad,” I said.

radio-active,

Jory Rosonson,

Around the Galleries

Questions of a Party
Man

The Party is an undefiled well.

Does this mean

I need no longer wash?

The Party is mighty rock.

Am I then one grain of dust
damned to inaction?

The Party is the mind of our class.
Am | then to have nothing

under my scalp?

The Party is ultimate voice.
Am | only a trembling

mute membrane?

The Party is ultimate authority.
Must 1, a shoemaker,

Ask the Central Committee
how 1o make shoes?

Must I, a gardener,

ask how to tend apple and cherry

trees?

Must 1. a musician,

~ And there is no way out.

explain the dancing notes in my
head?

The Party is right.

Is he who stands at the top of the
hierarchy

always right?

The Party is monolith.

Am I a rencgade

Every time 1 doubt?

—WIKTOR WOROSZYLSKI,
(Po Prostu, Warsaw, 1956)

Beast in an Enclosure

1 am lost like a beast in an enclosure.
Somewhere are people, freedom and light.
Behind me is the noise of pursuit,

)

b




¥ Contivemed teass 5. X A
. The population of the Muslim dis-
~ griots retaliated by staging several
t marches, waving Nationalist
and shouting pro-F.L.N. slo-
It was no longer an “Algerian
ja” ‘they were dcm.:nding but
“Mmhm Algeria”. They were
wented from entering European
ricts by the Paratroopers, who
not hesitate to fire on them,
m% only tear-gas had been used
st the European demonsirators.
When people feel humiliated they
ly look for someone weaker
‘than they whom they can humiliate,
and the Muslims vented their anger
‘on the Jews living in their district:
- the Synacosue und a good many
Jewish shops were wrecked and ran-
~sacked, and the tombs of the Jewish
- cemetery were desecrated. At the
time of writing, the total number of
. casualties amounts 1o some 90 killed
" (only half a dozen of whom are
Europeans) and several hundreds of
wounded—and those are only the
‘official estimates.

The first lesson to be drawn from
this outburst of popular anger is
that Nadonalist feelings in both
camps are much more exacerbated
than General de Gaulle has hitherto
cared to admit. The demonstrations
of French “ulira”-Nationalism had

* been expected; but it is the first time
. since the beginning of the rebellion
‘that the usually tame and conform-
ing Muslim population of Algiers
~has ventured so overtly and boldly
1o proclaim its anti-French feelings.
* “Why.” they ask, “if the settlers are
~ allowed 10 oppase: General de
Gaulle and state their claims for “in-
N Iggmnm_:l_.. should we nor have the
Tight to speak uop in favour of an
~ independent Algeria?”
= Beneath this political hostlity
. there lies, however, 2 deep racial
- hatred, laid bare by the ant-Jewish
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Algeria:

lootings on the ope hand. and on the
other, by the Iynching-sprees and the
fact that the Army, which was sup-
posed to remain an impartial instru-
ment of de Gaulle’s conciliatory
policy, proved soft enough with the
Europeai” demonstrators but sav-
agely repressed the Muslims, as the
list of casualties shows. It is un-
likely that this ever-widening gap
between the two main communities
of Algeriz will be bridged in the
near fulure—it is even more un-
likely that de Gaulle’s ambiguous
policy is inany way helping to solve
the problem. ~For the violence of
the racial reactions in Algiers was
due to fear on the European side
and 1o humiliations on the Muslim
side, and de Gaulle’s auitude does
everything except appease these

LETTER FROM FRANCE

The End of

feelings.

Whatever the Muslim masses
may have thought of the F.LN. in
the beginning, its cause has now
wholly become theirs, and what they
are unanimously fighting for is not
a set of piecemeal rcf.orrm, but u
wholesale recognition of their revo-
lution as the expression of their dig-
nity. Nothing short of such & recog-
nition—and of a withdrawal of the
French troops—will ever bring peace
to Algeria.

At the same time, the Lroop\ can
only be withdrawn if the European
settlers rest assured ‘that their dig-
nity will be respected by the fumre
independent Algerian government—
and these guarantees can enly be
obtained through direct negotiations

with the leaders of the rebellion,
-

a Myth

whom they refuse o recognize as
anything but a bunch of criminals.
On[}, ‘@ frank discussion with the
F.L.N. might have a chance of satis-
fying rhc: Muslims, and eventually of
reassuring the Europeans. But de
Gaulle is obviously no more pre-
pared than the settiers o enter into
such m,m[unan:,.

His ')011..)- is based on the mis-
taken notion that a “Third force” of
liberal Europeans and moderate
Muslims might be entrusted with
the task of zoverning Algeriz and
operating a progressive reconCilia-
tion between the two communities.
The Muslims would be granted a
larger part' in the administration of
their own country, but the F.L.N.
would not be officially recognised
and the French army would remain

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP

OPEN DAILY .
{Open 10 2.m.—5.30 p.m. and &ill 5 p.m.
‘every Saturday.]
Wa can supply ANY book in pnr;l.-.

required—also out-of-print searched for
—and frequently found! This includes
per-backs,

:hddrans books .md {-ext

“Now, even ai the risk of being
charged by our colleague and comrade
CW. with being superficial and utop-
ian, we  feel thar eveén if FREEDOM
werg an Annual instead of a Weekly,
and we had 'a year 10 think gbout the
relationship of anarchisar 1o the police
in the 60's of the 20tk Century before
committing our thoughts 1o paper, we
would still come 10 the conclusion that
the only thing 1o do with rhe pof:r,e
farce (as with the armed farce.\), iy 1o
abolish it! We are fully aware that
2lis is not a very ‘practical’ sugaéstion,
but what suggestions in jact are prac-
tical to the inmates of @ lunatic
asylim?"

FREEDOM'S Editorial on

Poiice and Public,

WELL the przctical thing 1o do aboot
peopls in a lupatic asylum is 10

get them our, and the fact thar the ides
of lanaric asylums has longz since given
way to that of mental hospitals, and that
this concept is being overtaken by that
of “community care’”, suggests that there

cal” approach. And perhaps the best
thing 10 do in a sor:laty where as, 'Lh-

are advaniages in r.h.: plodding “practi-

PECPLE AND IDEAS

ideas of seven anarchist thinkers reveals
‘seven different ‘attitudes to it makes me
think that it is mor all that simple. T,
on the other hand we are talking about
anarchism as an individual attitude, the
quemon becomes much (clearer. The
firse thing o dois o try 1o avoid having
recoursa to the machinery of law and
law-enforcement, the second thmb o da
is 10 seek the means of profecting our-
'selves from this machinery, and one
way of doing this is by supporting the
campaign for the limitation of police
powers. And in this connection I would
rather learn the nawre of the cvidence
sobmitted by the Mationz! Council for
Civil Liberties to. the Royai Commission
on the Police than the fact that the
NCCL shares, the general yiew that the
police force is a necessary body. The
NCCL has already run out of copies of
its evidence (encouraging sign) but 1
gather that it cites cases of “irregulac”
police methods similar to those described
in the House of Cornmons on 19/11/39
in the debate which gave rise to the
ppointment of the Royal Commission,
and that it demands the establishment
of some kind of effecuve independent
tribunal to deal with complainis about
the police. ‘Another report issued last

NO “FREEDOM* NEXT
WEEK

This issue of FREEDOM is Vol, 21,
No. 52, but it so happens that this
year there are 53 Saturdays and so
there should be an issue dated

December 31st for good measure!
To bring out issue No. 53 on
Dc’cembcr 31st would have meant
having most of it set-up in type by
D«aoembcr 23rd, as the printing

Parenthetical Note on Coppers
and the Missing Middie

week by the Committee of Justice, the
British Section of the Internationa] Com-
mission of Jurists, alleges “brainwashing
in miniature’” by the police, and it will
be interesting to see what, when it issues
its final repori, the Royal Commission
has (o say about the yolume of evidence
put before it—and what action the gov-
ernment takes.

Bui what action do we take? I think
that the “informed action” that the
anarchists can most usefully undertake
at this stage is probably ro prepare 2
pampum—-tor ourselves as much as for
our fellow-citizens—on what exactly the
police can ger away with—a sort of port-
able Ombudsman, on the principle that
forewarned is forearmed,

Such activities have nothing to/do with
sophistry about ends and means, they are
useful ends in themselves and need no
orher justification. There remains, how-
ever, the question of the missing middle
in the anarchisi arsument. One can
nardly deny that the police fulfil certain
social functions, but as anarchists, we
would assert that their primary purposs
is to fulfill governmental funcuons: Mr.
John Coatman’s miserably sycophantic
volume The Police in the Home Univer-
sity Library declares, for instance that our
police system is “the pith and marrow
of the English conduct of government”
and that the coppers themselves are the
“guardians. of the established system of
government”. My first step would there-
fore be 10 see how a socigl rather than
gaovernmental system of law-snforcenent
and “social conwrol would operate, and
this would involve studving the history
and disadvantages of non-institutiional-
ised social contro]l mechanisms like the
vigilantes, and do-it-yourself systems of
law-enforcement like the feud. Butr be-
fore 1 could take even this first step, |
would have 10 find a sausfactory defini-
tion of “law™ and “crime”, etc, law as
governmental edict, law as the concept
of social norms, crime as that which is
ilfegal, crime as that which is anti-social
—two very different things. I would have
10 examine Durkhem's view that crime
is iself a social norm, “a factor in pubd-
lic health, an integral part of all healthy
somencs“ that a cnmc!cs:. society would
be an OSSLﬁcd sociery with an unimaein-
able degree of social conformity, and
that. “crime implies not enly thar the
Way remains open to necessary changes
but that in certain cases it directly pre-
pares these changes”. I would have w

ity crmunals, but that it needs
that this 15 why society
= d v;am individuals into the

examine the wiew not only that society

FRE

until peace was mmp)cld)’

But it stands 10 reason o
project cannotl reassure th
eans who feel that, owing 1ol
Proportion in numbers (% ,: o
Muslims vs. | milhon Egp
an ndependent and fCDIc&..
Algerian government would e
or later, and legally, coms i
control of the Arab N3
alists. Nor can the Ma
craving for justice and equal
satisfied with the promiss gf
more “free”” election under 8
control, and a few more cp
from the political cake. (It &
true 1o say that the F.LNG
hurry to stop the war, as it.cog
by entering the Algerian SOVeRy
LhD)LI"h the back-door. 3 h
leaders feel they can gain @
more by continuing the blog
than by ending it: what th 3
all politicians, are interested:
not peace but power). In ang
the fact remains that -the 8
Force” dreamt of by de
nothing but a myth, which
been bloodily exploded b§
Algerian riots. The Generaly
ever, shows all signs of
chosen to remain aloof from
issue and confident in thell
power of his Word: in the
ferocious political jungle, B
the figure of a unicomn. [t}
only the true face of Alserig
has just been disclosed 10 thes§
but also the dangerous
maniac dream which has
General de Gaulle’s policy Ir
beginning and is now promp
with the idea of his next
swindle—the forthcoming ré
dum on the future of Algerias

Meetings a

Announceme

LONDON ANARCHIST |
GROUP and MALATESTA
DEBATING SOCIETY &

IMPORTANT
MEETINGS WILL BE HELD'
in basement, 5, Caledonian Road, N
(near King's Cross Station)
Sundays at 7.30 p.m.
All Welcome.
1961
JAN, I—Teremy Westall on
A UNIVERSITY LIBERTARIAN
MOVEMENT?

I ondon Anarchist Group

AN EXPERIMENT IN
OFF-CENTRE DISCUSSION
MEETINGS

1st Thursday of each month at 8 p.m.
At Jack and Mary Sievenson's,

6 Siainton Road, Enfield, Middx.

Last: Wednesday 'of each monmth ar-
8 pm.

At Dorothy Barasi’s,

45 Twyford Avenue, Fortis Green, N.2.
15t Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m.
At Colin Ward’s,

33 Ellerby Street, Fulham, S.W.6.

Study Group on Non-Violent
Defence

(Organised by €ND)

Every Thursday at § p.m. at

18 Campden Grove, W.8.
Admission 1/




