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b 8 the time this jssue of Frerpos  would have grver ™ I
is i the huands of its readers, since they could pul their « A
p latest political circus staged this  pretation on what s { A .

e in the big-top in New York, jmportamt™ — canno euht : . '
|.“ be in full swing Now that thev ha n virtual N \ - .

L nurmed desperadoes from both deprived of a TV ey Mcials :

Bist and West (the New York complain that the dec %
By . ins R isvrin R M
slice have instructions 10 relieve reparded as u surrender b 1
e Cuban und Russian delegutes of orks to State D On i
jeir cuns) are all set this week Tor  on. which of course il n he So 1 A

verbal shooting contest at the Meanwhile. back hom Britain their satellites seem bent

ffleenth  session ol  the “Linited prepares 1o get in on the sct. Fol ing each other. not wit
Itlhl)\ General  Assembly—the lowing Eisenhower’s decision to ud of ideologies but with devastut
ze, the prophets tell us, the alle- dress the United Mations Assembly woapons or war which must iny

mm of the up-andecoming “un-
pnmitted”™ nagions
Krushchev's decision to  attend

p session has incited the State De-
menl into action, dand elaborute
gns 1o confine the Russian leader
8§ 4 limited aren during his wvisit
e been set up. The American
ople, indignant  at  Krushchev's
iliating treatment of their Presi-
1 in Paris a few months ago, are
; demonstrations, not  dis-
buruged by the authorities, as an
xpression of loyalty to their own
giders und their dislike for the
feign “bum”,

ited States television networks
‘newspapers huve “been advised
v the State Department that the
sovernment would welcome mini-
n coverage of Mr. Krushchev's
. This “advice” has ungered
ofﬁmuls who say that they had

tlmu coverage
iun leader merited such nat-

This of

to those occasions when the

cov b thumpoﬂanceof
decln ﬁ 5 course

newspapers and  politncians  are
clamouring for the Prime Minister's
presence at the UN. Mr. Gallop
\|I.Ih'k off the mark, ]\-“\ 15 per cent
of people interviewed in favour of

Mr. Macmillun going to New York
(News Chronicle)

The Observer (Sunday. Sept. 8th)
sces the conung days at the UN. as
a challenge 10 the West. With 6f
teen new members from Afnca and
Cyprus the “cosy sessions™ which

previously resulted in an automatic
anu-communist majority might be
disturbed.

In expressing the view that

the world has never so desperatcly
needed an organisation whose existence

expresses not a Utopaan famasy but the
biggest imternational reality  of all;

humanity’s collective need for peace for
the sake of survival—a need which over-
rides the navonal or ideclogical inter.
ﬂu of nny m state.

the whole of mankind, “uncommit
ted™ or not

At this stage both are ready and
apparently willing not to submit
their  differences 10 international
arbitration, but to v through th
motbions of collective discussion be
cause netther 18wt prepur fovr
open conflict which might result
War There i no respect for inter
national law or the cause of human
iny, and it seems that
only a guestion of time bef
side or the other reaches the
where the cold war ceases to b
ful and bloody war will ensue

It s for this reason that we d
not pul our faith in summit confer-

ences or United Nations sessions as
the mediums through which the US
and Russia can be persuaded
sgree 0 seitle down in permanent
“peaceful co-existence™ It cannot
be assumed that the other nations
are neutral when the majority of
them are bound to East or West,
economically and politically. The
most independent, India, even if
she could survive without economic
aid from outside (at the moment
economie investment in India comes
from the West) thus retaining her
neutrality, is not powerful enough
to have any real sway with East or
West without support from coun-
tries who cannot afford o give it
And if she had support she would
then need weapons with which 1o
defend her neutrality and her inter-
ests, so another big bully would be
born.

But if there is no hope for sanity
from the uncommitted countries,

there is even less chance of finding

it at these endless conferences con-
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David Pratt Defends

'I‘EE trial of David Pratt, started

last week in Pretoria but was
asbmunnd for a fortnight by order
of the jm:l,y; so that the accused
could b committed for observation

free.”

this consideration aside.” Pratt him-
self told the Court that he did not
shoot at Verwoerd “as a person”
=1 shot at apartheid.” he said, “the
stinking monser of apartheid which
was gripping South Africa by the
throat.”

In a further statement he said:

“When police and doctors had finished
with me and 1 was pushed into a cell,
1 had my best night’s sleep for six years
From then until now | have spent my
life iri the isolation of a cell with short
exercise breaks. Five months seldom
secing the sun—conditions | never before
experienced. Yet these five months have
been a bundred tmes happier than the

past five years,

If you live in guilt you are mever
. If you kpow you must do some-
and you don’t do it you are not

Of b bmalmes (which we
: m last week’s

spoke ‘.‘eluquuml)

his Act

but added “To me my abnormali-
ties do not represent insamity.”

And he then told the Court what
his message for South Africa was
and had been since [1954.

“Every South African — Afrikaner,
English-speaking. coloured, Indian. Afri-
can and Malay—must play his pant if
we are to build South Africa, as | know
can be done

“South Africa must throw ofl the
shimy snake of apartheid. Practical
apartheid cannot go immediately, but the
principle must go now.”

Pratt then turned to the judge saying
“Thank you, my lord. That iz all 1
have 1o say.”

It is ironical that David Pran is
now in a mental Institute huving his
mind probed while the advocates of
rucial segregation, of apartheid, are
occupying the armchairs of govern-
ment in South Afmca obliging others
1o carry out their inhuman and dis-
gusting policies!
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BOOK REVIEWS

THE GOOD SEED

MANY of the most important move-

ments :n English thought have
begun at Oxbridge. There have been
the first Oxford movement (Jed by
Wyclif), the second Oxford movement
{led by Wesley). and the Oxford Move-
ment (led by Newman): then the Acsthe-
tic movement (led by Wilde). and the
Brotherhood (led by Morris and Burne-
Jones); more recently the Jeft-wing
movement of the ‘thirties, the “Move-
ment” of the forties, and the New Left.
A: Cambridge there have been the
pioneers of the English Renaissance and
Reformation. and then the Cambridge
Platonists; and during the reign of Vic-
toria there was the Society of Apostles.
which became perhaps the most influen-
tial movement of all.

The Society began as a small group
of brilliant graduates and undergradu-
ates—mostly from Trinity and King's—
which carried on a semu-secret existence
for more than eighty vears, co-opting
new members as it went along and aspir-
ing 10 a Good Life in the tradition of
Plato and Aristotle. The importance of
this self-conscious and high-minded élite
was two-fold. On the one hand it sct
the ntellectual tone in Cambridge
during a thoroughly philistine period in
English history (great names like Mc-
Taggart and Moore, Whitehead and Rus-
sell. Lowes Dickinson and Forster are
televant here). On the other hand it hap-
‘pened that during the first vears of this
century the Society included a number
of remarkable men who kept in touch
when they began their separate careers
in London, and who also married into
one another’s families. The result was
the Bloomsbury group. and an absorbing

account of its origins given by one of

its few surviving figures in this book®.

It 1s casy to laugh at Bloomsbury now.
after half a century, but there was some-
thing very fine about it at the time. It
was based on the Strachey and Stephen
families and their circle. The intellect-
ual leadership was provided by Lvtton
Strachey. whose eighteenth-century turn
of mind showed the gencral connection
between Bloomsburv and the Utilitar-
ians (2 more direct connection was
shown by Sidgwick, who belonged to the
Society until his death in 1900 and was

2lso the Jast Utilitarian); the bospitality
was provided by the children of Leslie
Stephen. Thoby Stephen died voung,
but his sisters Vanessa and Virginia
married his friends Clive Bell and
Leonard Woolf. Round this nucleus
were gathered Maynard Keynes, Duncan
Grant, Roger Fry. Desmond MacCarthy,
Arthur Waley, Edward Garnett, Edward
Marsh. and many other men of formid-
able talents. Bloomsbury was in the
Establishment. but not of 1t: it grew
on a foundation of private incomes. but
repudiated the system that gave rise to
them: it came to dominate English high-
brow taste—indeed its influence is still
very much alive in the weekly and
monthly press—but-it carried the seeds
of its own destruction. It was perhaps
the last great effort of the Whigs. and
it deserves a full-length history of its
own.

What held the original group together,
apart from personal friendship. was a
common devotion to the same principles
as the Society of Apostles at Cambridgs
—the pursuit of the true, the good and
the beautiful, tenderness in private rela-
tionships. complete frankness in discus-
sion, a sense of serious purpose, a scep-
tical attitude to religion. a progressive
attitude to politics, a determination to
consider anything new or srange with
sympathy and without prejudice. a love
of irony. and the outlook summed up by
the famous motto Only Connect. Tha
atmosphere of Bloomsbury before the
Great War may be found in the novels
and criticism of E. M. Forster and Vir-
ginia Woolf. and will no doubt be fur-
ther illuminated in Leonard Woolf's sec-

ond volume when it appears. Until
then we must be content with what he
has to say in this onc.

Of all the group, Leonard Woolf bad
the most common sense. He was more
sane and realistic—more ordinary—than
the rest. ' Reason and passion. hope and
pessimism are mixed in his character.
just as his prose resembles roughly
equally Bertrand Russell and George
Orwell. Sowing describes his life until
he left Cambridge for Cevlon in 1904,
His family were prosperous Jews strug-
gling from the business into the profes-
sional world. His father. Sidnev Woolf.
was a very successful barrister who died
suddenly in 1892: his “r‘e and children
had to adjust themselves without warning
to relative poverty. though they still
belonged firmly to the London middle

class. Leonard suffered under several
incompetent teachers, but he learnt
epough Latin and Greek to win a

scholarship to St. Paul’s School in Ham-
mersmith. where he learnt enough more
to win an exhibition to Trinity College.
He spent five glorious years at Cam-
bridge (on £120 per annum) and then at
the age of 24 went to serve -in the
British administration in Ceylon. taking
with him ninetv volumes of Voltaire and
a dog.

He rightly thinks little of his educa-
tion—"What a strange, haphazard mud-
dle it all seems to have been"—and bit-
terly recalls “the boredom of being
taught by bored teachers”. He survived
because he was “the incorrigible. the
born intellectual™ with “a streak of ob-
stinacy™, and he escaped censure for
being a swot because he was also good

at games. Astomshingly encugh,
does not seem to have encountered 2
trace of anti-semitism during his child-
hood and vouth. The death of his father
when he was 11 and his uncomfortable
position m a philistine environment
forced him to develop mental toughness
—"the carapace. the facade™—as “a pro-

o

tection to the naked, tender. shivering
soul” at an early age. He declares, *1

have ncver been able to detect in myself,
even in childhood, a conscious sense of
sin”, but thinks he has always been a
great coward; there 1s a fascinating des-
cription of the tremor which bas always
afflicted him in moments of crisis, like
a stammer. We leave him as he leaves
Cambridge. a sardonic but serious young
man, with great ideals boiling under the
surface, and good friends on every side.

His political attitude will no doubt be
described in the next volume, along with
the fraumatic experience of Ceylon (in-
cluding. he promises. the loss of his
virginity at Jafina'), the appearance of
Bloomsbhury, the foundation of the
Hogarth Press. and the fostering of his
wife’s sanity and genins. But much is
already clear—his religious attitude, for
example. He calmly refused to attend
synagogue at the age of 14, and his
atheism has remained unaltered: “The
only tolerable Gods were those of the
Greeks, because no sensible man had to
take them seriously.” He accepts mor-
tality. but lodges a protest against it: "I
greatly resent the stupid wastefulness of
a system which requires that human
beings with great labour and pain should
spanI years 1in acquiring knowledge, ex-
perience, and skill. and then just when
at last they might use all this in the ser-
vice of mankind and for their own hap-
piness. they lose their teeth and their
hair and their wits, and are hurriedly
bundled. together with all they have
learnt, into the grave of nothingness.”
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lent sense of bumour, of the soic hrand
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pulling Sir William Jenner's ".‘Sc of |
Mr. Floyd and the canary t“u.ﬁrgd\
of Henry James and the leaning .4,3“
and of hit medical ctaﬂ‘:m:lhoﬁ—_n wt'Il
as some sad ones of his first acquaine
ance with cosmic despair. And thergl
are some charming pictures of the Segg
side of late Victorman life (among §
happy bourgeois family) toget with
some grim ones Of Ms worst side (among
the desperate poor): be sees both the
good and the bad. and regrets the joss oF
one while rejoicing in the passing of th
other. Like another. slightly Younges
Jew who also went to St Paul’s and
jected Judaism and became 2 Social
and a publisher—like Victor C°© Ilan
Leonard Woolf has never been able @
get cut of his mind the sight of the Lo
don slums fifty or seventy vears a£08
The memory has driven them hoth 08
and served as a sort of vardstick of pros
press: insofar as those frightful pla

are no more, there has been pro
(of course analogous places exist outsidg
London or Britain, but both Woolf and
Gollancz have spent much of their HVes
strugeling against these as well), There

are also strong affinities with George
Orwell.

We cannot agree entirely with Legnard
Wpoolf, but certainly this book makes §

impossible not to have increased respect
for him and for the creed he shared with
his friends: “I think it to be, not merel§
my right, by my duty to question thi
truth of everything and the authority of
evervone, to regard nothing as sacred
and to hold nothing in religious respects
Best wishes for his eightieth birthday 8
November! NoWL

*Sowing, by
Przss, 21s.).

Leonard Woolf (Hogarth
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HE influence of the early Fabians on

British socialism can scarcely be ex-
aggerated. When the Fabian Society
was founded i 1884 the so-called “social-
ist revival’ in this countrv was just be-
ginning. At that date, apart from the
voluntary socialism of the Co-operative
Movement which had all but succumbed
to the blandishments of its Liberal well-
wishers, British socialism was a small
but revolutionary force. In the then
current phrase it was a ‘socialism of the
street’ in contrast to the ‘socialism of
the chair—academic-sponsored social
reformism. This socialism of the street
had two wings: a Marxist wing led by
Hyndman in the Socia] Democratic Fed-
eration and an anarchist wing whose
chief protagonist was the libertarian,
William Morris, and wb:ch shortly
afterwards, ‘found orgal expression
in the Soma]xs( Lmague and Kropotkm*

FABIAN

bourgeois parties: the rest of their ideas
they bought at the Fabian shop.

The principal items in the package of
coods were these.

{1} Acceptance of the bourgeois de-
mocratic State as a suitable instrument
for the achievement and application of
socialism. No essential change, the
Faibans argued, was necessary in the
apparatus of government. To break the
State machine would be tantamount ‘o
political Luddism. All that was re-
quired was for the people to gamn con-
trol of the machine through the ballot
box and to perfect it for their own ends.
This notion assumed that the democratic
State could be identified with the com-
munity and made possible the conclusion
that State ownership and control was the
same as ownership and control by the
community in the interests of ‘the com-
munity as a whole.

‘What Shaw called the ‘resolute con-
stitutionalism’ of the Fabians brought
them at one bound within the pale of the

- dominant British political tradition.
Until then, British socialism, with the
minor exception of certain left-wing
Chartists. had pursued a political tradi-
tion of its own which was antipathetic
towards the State. The earlier co-opera-
tive socialists had :gnored the State and
saw socialism as coming about througn
the spread of self-supporting commun-
jst communities or through the trade
unions devclopmg into huge national
producers’ associations. Of the Fabian
eontemporarm, the anarchists and semi-

of the Socialist League wanted
to abolish the State and to replace it by
freely federated autonomous communes,
while the Marxists of the SDF, remain-
ing convinced . of the nwd for a centrai
political authe \
‘hﬂ bourgeom State into a p.‘:()ples

STORY

class struggle had no place in the Fabian
picture of the world: socialism was not
a matter of classes; it was rather a
question of the ‘community as a whole’
taking charge of what was rightfully its
own. In this conpection. the different
wording of the broad objective of the
Fabians in comparison with that of
other socialists is significant. For revo-
lutionary socialists the aim was ‘the
emancipation of labour through the
abolition of the wage svstem and the
socialisation of the means of produc-
tion.” For the Fabians the aim. as
stated in their Basis. was simply ‘the
emancipation of land and capital from
individual ownership.”

(111} The notion that socialism would
be achieved through a process of gradual
evolution. That socialism was the next
step in the development of modern
society. Sidney Webb, writing in the
Essays on the historical basis of social-

. ism, argued that socialist principles had

been implicit in. much of the develop-
ment of social organisation in the 19th
century. Successive regulation and limit-
ation of private ownership in the course
of the century had cut ‘slice after slice’
from the profits of capital and the in-
comes of rent and interest. ‘Step by
step’ the political power of the country
had been used for industrial ends. The
logical end result would be the complete
ownership and management of industry
by the community. 2 consummation that
would be achieved ‘with no more dislo-
cation of the industries carried on by
(capitalist shareholders) than is caused
by the daily purchase of shares on the
stock exchange” Not for a moment
were the Fabians prepared to counten-
ance the idea that State ownership might,
in certamn circumstances. be in the inter-
ests of the capitalist class: socialism was
State intervention and that’s all there
was 1o it

Acceptance of the bourgeois political
structure, repudiation of revolutionary
economics, insistence on the inevitability
of gradualism. With these major ingre-
dients in it, the Eabian brand of social-
ism proved attractive. For the first time
m history socialism became respectable
and within a few years of the publica-
tion of the Essays the Liberal politico,
Sir William Harcourt, could safely d&-
clare: *We are all socialists now.’

~In the 20th century Fabianism was to
ced with some compcunon from

senting civilisation as a popular melo-

-_o:her sources of income as disreputable.
By the illusion of the downfall of Capi-

I have suggested that
Labour Movement bought 5
at the Fabian shop. The Fabians, OF
course, offered the goods gratis. But @
price., nevertheless, had to be paid and
We aré now paying it.

the Brius§
v
its doctrines

The Fabians succeeded in changing the
whole character of socialism. For the
‘socialism of the street” they substituted
‘the socialism of the bureau—the socials
ism of a bureaucrat anxious 10 enlarge
his department. In modern parlances
they. were the harbingers of manager-
ialism. They valued above all socials
efficiency. an ideal which, if it has always
found expression in socialist literature,
had previously been subordinate to the
more human values of freedom. mutual §
aid and social co-operation. The Fab-
ians never tired of emphasising the
economic advantages to be gained from
a collectivist economy—the repiacement
of the ‘anarchy’ of competition by
planned production and the elimination
of wasteful unemplovment and poverty
through the establishment of a national
minimum standard of living. The total
effect of Fabian doctrines was thus w0
transform socialism from a moral ideal
of the emancipation of the proletariat
tc a complicated problem in social
engineering. making it a task, once poli- 1
tica] power had been won, not for the
ordinary stupid mortal—Beatricc Webb's
‘average sensual man—but for the ad- i
ministrator armed with facts and figures .
provided by diligent research. It is
small wonder that, nurtured for three
generations on such fare, British social- i
ism presents today a spectacle of spirit- '
ual exhaustion.

A charitable person might be prepared
to forgive the Fabians for their part
leading us into a blind alley in which
we find ourselves. True. there were
those like William Morris warning the
Labour Movement against taking the
deceptively easy Fabian way. But the
Welfare State is undoubtedly a better
place, in man¥ respects. than the. 19th
century capitalist Statze and pechaps we
ough to be content at that

It would. however, be easier to be
charitable if one did mot know that the
early Fabians were aiso aware of the
destination at which we have almost
arrived. Writing in 1897 on “The Hlu-
sions of Socialism’. Shaw contrasted the
enthusiasts who conceive the idea of
socialism and who win converts by pre-

drama. with the statesmen who in the
‘raw reality’ have to draw up concrete
proposals, capable of being adopted by
a real government and carried out by a
real executive. “Qut of the illusion of
“the abolition of the wage syvstem'™ he
concluded. “we shall get steady wages
for evervbody and finally discredit all

Wnp"
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HE MOVE!

the time this issue of FREEDOM
S- subscribers in this country
all: be “on the last stages of
WIng from Holborn to Fulham.
St the past month preparations
3 tbeen made at our new premises

seive us. Yards and yards of
have been assembled to
the library. the bookshop
and FREEDOM PRESS
g Ihe office has been receiv-
& coat of paint and a dozen
£ Jobs have been started. For
ral days. a van has been pro-
3ing between the two premises
Evihg the stock. the files of news-

the books and pamphlets
have accumulated during the
fifteen years. In many ways it
been an exciting operation for
Bs all been done by volunteers
e up their time during the day
the evenings after “work. 10
re that by the end of September
shall be installed in our new
and with 2 minimum of
irbance to the smooth day-to-
‘running of our various activi-

.-_” "

work has been done by
5le who have accepted to carry
lertain tasks. and without orders
@ above (since there is no one
among us). they have

The Secretariar of the International
Anarchist Commission in London. has
issued the following rext en war which
will be delivered by rthe Japanese Anar-
chist Federation, daffiliared to the War
Resisters International, to their Congress
ro be held in India in December,

CHARACTERISTI(‘.ALLY opposed to
evervthing which oppresses and
impedes creative impulses and the satis-
faction of instincts which are not them-
selves oppressive, anarchists are even
more categorically opposed to that ex-
treme form of oppression which is sup-
pression of human life. and in particu-
lar to war. which is organized suppres-
sion of human lives on a huge scale.
Their ideal being a feeling of brother-
hood. or at least a practice of tolerance,
among all human beings, and a dispen-
sation under which individuals and socie-
ties could each peacefully attend the
pursuits of their choice. anarchists con-
-demn war as the most potent and violent
denial of human unity, and as the most
serious threat to the freedom and the
very existence of individuals and socie-
ties voluntarily formed and maintained
without compulsion,

Anarchists wish to emphasize that no
helpful analysis of modern wars can be
made without recognizing the overriding
importance of the State as the very
apparatus which forces war upon man-
kind., which waxes stronger with each
war. and which can only justify its ex-
istence through fear of war and prepara-
rion for it.

Anarchists, few and scattered as they
are today. are in no position to stop or
hinder (to any significant degree) States
from waging war on one another. and
from causing death and destruction to
an alien or their own population.

Realistically assessing the unpreceden-
ted might of modern States. and the diffi-
culty of undermining them from within,

gldered their responsibilities.

s the shelves were being built
am. down in the basement at
m the dusty job of sorting.
b packing has proceeded apace.
then a fortnight ago the team
“removers” sprung into action
ith a borrowed van proceeded

Westwards! And as we write
of these papers have found
‘way onto the right shelves.
ch still remains to be done. but
that it will be done with-
“the need for anyone in particu-
10 give instructions for it to be

IOV
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LARGE number of readers in
London have been accustomed

70 purchase their copies of FREEDOM
. at the Red Lion Street Bookshop.

tions. others will be coming to see
_ us at Fulham. But for those who
~cannot there are a number of news-
- agents in Central London who
. stock Freepom. A list is appended.
 But we would specially draw the
ancamonof those readers to the fact
‘that we have made arrangements
with a newsagent situated on the
‘opposite side of Red Lion Street to
stock the paper each week.
that in this way tbeteiore,wc_

Some have now taken out subscop-

We hopc 3

Anarchists sadly recognize the illusionary
character of hopes pinned on any par-
ticular class or set of people whose
historic mission might be to bring peace
to the world. The intelhgentzia and the
industrial proletanat are part of.
and are forced to support, the war-like
structure and policies of the State,
any other class or socal group,

Notwithstanding the argument that the
final effect of pacifist campaigns in
countrics where they are allowed, with
no counterpart in counfrics where they
are not allowed, is likely to result in 2
net advantage to the States which dis-
allow them. Anarchists recognize the
value of such campaigns. if fof no other
reason than that their denunciation could
be tantamount to an acceptance of the
present srarus quo.

Anarchists admire, when the case de-
mands it. the courage and spirit of sacri-
fice of some integral pacifists.
sharing with them a religious faith, and
being sceptical of heroic attitudes and
missions. have no wish to dictate to any-

45 a

as 18

but

not

one the policies and practice of integral
pacifism. They recognize every
richt to refuse to sacrifice his Iife for
any cause. and at the same time recog-
nize his individual right to defend him-
self against other men trying to mmpose
upon him conditions whch seem to him
intolerable.
The threat
noet present
every man
means
himself

man's

of orgamzed violence does
itself the same
In ¢very country,
at cach man's disposal to defend

against  the and the
reality of organized war, or even to fur-
ther the cause of peace,
country 1o country
to individual, :
unable
ral

in way to

and the
threat

also vary from
and from individual
Anarchists
to lay down the
policy for a
leave 1t to
individuals cherish
and ethical values, to act
judge to be the best
preserve, defend and
things thev cherish.

therefore feel
'i"f< (_\f a gene-
concerted effort, but
or group of
life,
in what they
possible way
strengthen

ecach individual
who

1

freedom,

to

the

We do not consider, however, the pre-

AN ANARCHIST STATEMENT ON WAR

Antirely pessumistic ierms,

sent outlook n -
nor are we takmng an attitude of unguah
We think that the mncreas-
bv the State
defeat its
human nature

incalculable
the

fied despair.
r“g \1‘\ cnee
againgt the
own ends,
By

deploved
individual may
We feel that
and

revulsion {0

silently, devious
ways, will express s

kind of life the State expects from

and that the most hopeful answer 10
war is in people’s refusal to believe either
in it, or in the men whe say it s Jusl

necessary or inevitable.

Whatever the W.R.Ls reacion t¢ our
position as stated above, and whatever
thereof, we warmlv salute
Congress, express our ap-
preciation of their intentions and efforts
in trying to free humanity from the
war. and wish them the high-
est success in their Congress, and in the

their criticism
their present

scourge of

new light. hope. and determination by
which their work may be further in-
spired.

SECRETARIAT FOR THe
INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST COMMISSION,

they will be encouraging him 10 give
it a good display which may attract
more readers among the growing
numbers of office workers in the
Red Lion Street area.

*

LL correspondence from now on
should be sent to our new ad-
dress which is:
FREEDOM PRESS.
174 MAXWELL ROAD,
FurLsaMm,
LoxpoxN. S.W.6.

'ill all book and periodical
publishers who send us review
copies of their books. who ex-
change journals with FREEDOM
please make the necessary alter-
ations in their mailing lists so as
to avoird any correspondence
gomng astray. In spite of the
efficiency of the post office some
letters and parcels will go astray
i the eonrse\of xed:rectmng them,
SO p‘iease ce the chances to a
‘minimum by gettmg our address
changed now.

Andplcaseremberﬂ;atf*’clma-_

DoM’s bookservice will be
as ever. and as ne
finances of FREEDOM PRESS as

~ev-:rnwas. Postyouroxdasor,

CURIOQUS feature of the anarchist

movement of this country in recent
vears has been its equivocal attitude to-
wards the Campaign for Nuclear Dis-
armament, and the various actions which
have been taken in opposition 1o the
preparation for nuclear war, the setting
up of rocket sites, etc. NOW no-one asso-
ciated with the anarchist movement has
ever advocated preparation for nuclear
war ag a “‘good thing™: no anarchists
have temporized and approved of the
holding of The Deterrent by NATO or
some international body: all anarchists
have condemned the continued existence
of nuclear weapons, But the practical
results of such condemnation from the
anarchists has been smaller than might
have been expected considering the anar-
chists’ past record of militancy.

The aparchist movement 1S unique in
its consistent advocacy of direct action
as opposed to political action. Now
there has been considerable direct action
against the preparations for nuclear war
in this country. but it has been the work
of people who, generally speaking, have

little connection with the anarchist
movement. A number of individual
anarchists have participated in such

direct action. either by going the whole
hog and landing in gaol, or by participat-
ing in the organization of a continuous
campaign. But on the whole the paru-
cipation of the anarchist movement such
as it is. has been small.

Looking at FreepoM over the past
few years one may detect a tendency to
be highly critical, even mocking, of many
of the aspects of the whole broad cam-
paign against nuclear weapons. The
criticism has been reasonable, but therc
is a general impression of being critical
from the outside rather than as partici-
pants in a campaign on various fronts.

Now 1 am not one to suggest that
anarchists. because they are anarchists,
ought to do this or that. 1 feel no per-
sonal remorse that 1 have not been lying
‘down in front of lorries on rocket sites,

VIEWPOINT

Anarchist and the

warm aoout efforts to abolish the H-
bomb,
War and the State

The distinctive contribution of anar-

chism to social theory js that anarchists
mnsist that the State i« a morbid excres-
cence on human society rather than a
desirable social institution. While many
social theorists, and notably Marxists,
insist upon the economic motive as the
prim¢ force in social dynamics, anar-
chists insist upon the primacy of power.
To anarchists the power structure of
human societics is taken as the most
smportant social fact, Anarchists can now
point to the totalitarian régimes as ex-
amples of the economic structure being
clearly subordinate to the power struc-
turc; also in the modern world, inter-
State rivalries such as that between the
U.S.S.R. and U.S.A. certainly cannot be

¢explained in the economic terms of
Marxism. Such rivalries are power-
rivalries. and the existence of the
“enemy” has among other functions, the
important function of consolidating the
power of the States over their own
peoples.

The evolution of the Nationa] States
is inextricably bound up with the insti-
tution of war. Although the army as
a distinct entity may have a greater or
lesser importance in the power structure
of different States. it is nevertheless an
indispensible adjunct of the State.
Purely military States have been com-
paratively rare, but no State has come
into being or maintained its existence
without an army. Fortunate, unimpor-
tant States like Switzerland and Norway
have not had to have recourse to war-
fare in recent history to maintain their
existence (Norway was a helpless battle-
ground in the last war) but war and the
threat of war has been the lifeblood
of all States.

In the 19th century it was the pious
hope of thinkers such as J. S. Mill and
Herbert Spencer that warfare would be-

H-Bomb

come outmoded by the steady growth
of industry and commerce. Such utili-
tarian thinkers regarded warfare as part
of the barbaric and romantic past, and
took it for granted that it would have
no place in a society dominated by hard-
headed practical men intent upon leading
the prosperous lives of well-organized
citizens. But the weakness of these 19th
century social philosophers of the opti-
mistic rational school was that they did
not in fact appreciate the true nature of
the State. They looked upon the State
as a social convenience, an institution of
ciccumscribed  function which should
have the role of ensuring public order
but not interfering with the
ordinary citizens.

lives of

We have seen, however, that the insti-
tution of warfare has flourished in the
present century, and that the State has
vastly augmented its power. The Liberal-
pacifist wing in all countries has taken
a tremendous beating and so has the
socialist-internationalist  element  which
sought to outlaw war by the international
fraternity of working men. The irra-
tionalists have been indecently triumph-
ant all round. Far from being relegated
to the barbaric past, warfare has become
enshrined as the natural expression of
advanced societies. and Liberals and
Socialists bhave dropped theirr pacifist
leanings.

The anarchists have always been pessi-
mistic about the Liberal-pacifist hope of
the State abandoning warfare as a per-
manent institution, for the anarchists
have beld that war is a necessary expres-
sion of the existence of the State. Like
the Liberal-pacifist and socialist anti-war
opposition, the anarchists’ anti-war agita-
tion has also been a huge failure. The
power of the State has been maintained
and grown, as so too has the institution
of warfare become a steadily more im-
portant drain upon the national product
of all countries. Qur anti-war agitation
has been utterly powerless.

B¥™ Comtinued om p. 4

or getting myself put in prison, or even
marching in street demonstrations. 1
am sure the great majority of people who
consider themselves to be anarchists
likewise feel no remorse at their non-
participation. What 1 am concerned to
‘consider is why resistance to preparations
for nuclear war has evoked so little prac-
tical response from the anarchist move-
‘ment. The readership survey conducted
by Freepom has indicated that there is
an alive and interested body of anar-
chists in this country and that it has
been considerably augmented by young
adults over the post-war period. One
‘might have expected that such people
would have fclx moved to do more about
anti- -puclear activities than has in fact
been the case. Anyone is entitled to
dmugree with”my interpretation of the
{hds, ‘but makmg such an assumption,
am gomg 10 ask what may seem a
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Towards Greater Fairness ] .
15 very catastrophic powers it may nevel

Anarchists and the H-Bomb

Ifc 'on this planet i it iy used, but by

- m‘ m

from p. 3
high explosives, and were thus able 10
maintain  their  exisience ad  infirnitum.
This is il course, quite possibie, and there

LRy i Mo - . be used. All the other weapons, rom r inherently impossible in a
g As a resuil of techpical progress, cer-  swopds to T.N.T. could be used and s aothing m..r:; y '138-;:‘ B A
B min novel features bave been introduced  were ysed with utter impumity and cal-  futiee @ FIMPM% '”'1'- View iy m:ll' be
*3 inte the mstitution of warkare in this  Jousness by the power maniags (o the mke a more up.t.lmwlllt l‘n‘:I'- A Y !‘:
e, 9 century. It used 10 be 50 simple; the  grearer glory of their god, the State. that we have scen 1he M dl £ ,Or.-”f'.
S common people Of OPPOSINE COUNtrics  Now they have got their ultimate wea-  cra Of wartare, thanks to the “dlessing
4 were rounded up and put inito uniform  pon, and since the minoc experiments ol the H-bomb'.
b}' their masters and sent our o the ot Hiroshima and l\dbd‘u‘.lkl they have ,rhc Tl"ec and its Frui[

4 slaughter for their country's glory, with  peen afraid 1o do more with it than : j
% such officers as felt that way, also par-  raule it in one another’s faces, They The sentiments and reasoning express-
A aking in the thnil of personal danger. know well enough that the one who ..d above may Jcad_som.: o charg:: me
il The rechnical developments which had  presses the bution annibilates himself. with complacency in :h‘_: face of the
W come about by the 1914 war produced 5 existence of the H-bomb in highly irres-
i two new elements; first, large numbers The Dawn of a New Era? ponsible hands. But [ maintain that we
o' of voung gentlemen were slaughtered 3s { am not ali that hopeful for the sur- Must accept the H-bom'b as a social fact.
»:,',’, ]n_[amry othecers 3]0“3,.\@» the common vival of Ihife on this pianct in the iy, NO‘I"*ng can nov'v .’abOll:?f"l the know-how
. cannon-fodder, and this Jed 1o protests suing years. The rulers of this world whu:"h produced i, and ar all stocks were
e from men like Sassoon that the older  pave piven ample demonstration of just abolished tomorrow, if ever there is
- “the flower  pow barmy they are, and if [ ger rhe @nother “conventional™ war between the
technically advanced States, the H-bomb

generation were sending oul

i\ of young manhood” to die for them.  jour minute warning signal 1 shall nor [ :
while they sat comfortably at home.  po very surprised. But | do think thar Wil again be made—and used. There-
o Second, the invention of aircraft made  (par. is some genuine hope that the 1ore although it is entirely understand-
= it no lopger completely safe 10 S a8 Houwar will never be launched. Now able, human and laudable to yell “Ban
home cheering on the young. this is ranamount (o saying that there the H-Bomb!™ it is not a realistic cam-

will be no more big international wars, Paign. It is one siep along the road of

- understanding 1o vell “Abolish War!”

The conunued development of aircralt
went further in the removal of inter-
class and inter-age-group differentials in
warfare. In the 1939 war, all secuons
of the community werc invoived 1o a
greater degree, The rich could no
longer sacrifice the poor, or the old men
and the women sacrifice the young men
With complele impunity. The bombing
acroplanc made warfare much fairer, il
one can use such a word In s0 mon-
sfrous a context. Pacifists are apt
emphasise the shocking awrocity of the
Imparnia] bombing of civilians—but in
the long rum is it not fairer to nvolve

and if this is so a new era dawns for
the world. When the “great Powers”
have rattled their H-bombs for so many
vears without daring to use them, it may
be that the bluff will wear thin and all
will be forced 1o acknowledge thar war
is outmoded, nor through sanity, or
humanity or amity, but through sheer
crude fear.

‘What then of the future of the State
when it has [ost its historic prop of war?
The anarchisis have Iried to draw the
teeth of the State by arousing men to
withhold their allegiance from it—with-

bur we have seen that it is impossible
unless we are prepared to—Tabolish
the State”™—and we have seen how little
we have achieved in past circumstances.

I am concerned to be neither Job's
Comforter, or prophet. But I do think
that the furtherance of our movement
lies along the road of seeking to under-
stand the implications of contemporary
events as much as in plunging into ener-
getic campaigns (o abolish this or thar.
We will always have our energising
myths; the natural and healthy reaction
is 10 come out and yell against whatever

—

LETTER> -

The Editors, FREEDOM.
Dear FRIENDS,

It is ofren asserted that rhe “Direct
Action Non-Violent”™ methods tempt
other people o use violence, and there-

fore are more evil' than using violence
oneself,

There are many degrees of violence
from the scuiile, at one extreme, to the
violence involving the use of nuclear
weapons, and the preparation for their
use, at the other extreme.

People emploved at rocket bases, in
any capacity, are helping to keep a base
going. If the base were ever to be used,
the bombs launched could kill abour 3
million people. They are preparing for
the uitimate violence, and absolve them-
selves by thinking that these weapons
deter, and will never really be used. It
will be roo late for them to have second
thoughts, after the order ro fire has been
given, and the chain reacrion set in
motion.

Direct action gives a direct and per-
sonal challenge to these workers, factory
workers, manufacturing H-bombs, erc.
and service personnel. In England. no

as on an alrar?

e %3 peibeese-bars, b o s used Fay ol envisaged a future condition in which
-;: ES SSCIS {0 MC ca. Very, SAUSTACTONY  rhree Srtates continued to maintain their
bt "‘"‘:"31’?“ from that point of view. I know  .xistence by ‘nor using the atomic weap-
& that it may well extinguish most of the  ,ne ar  their disposal. Instead they

wl the whoie communily as the price of
war, rather than o select certain sections
by class and age and 10 sacrifice them

And now we have a weapon of war
which will not spare even cabinet minis-

OUl SucCcess.

succeeded in choking 1T with cream.

Orwell, with characteristic pcas:mlsm,

played at serious warfare as a perma-
nent condition using only conventional

3 The Seamen’s
3 Strike ~ ooy

- p 1

- condemned strikers 10 prison in-
sisted that they were in a different
category 10 ‘other workers, while
pmion officials, in supportng 1this
‘aturude and their own refusal of a
shop steward system have comment-
ed that “you cannot have a ship.
~ run by « comminee”. What they |
mmmsdymoppm:c that
@ ship is the most natural ﬂamgm
the world o ber

The London magistrale who first

It will be very curious if
it proves 1o be the case that the scien-
tists and technicians, far from drawing
the beast’s teeth will eventually have

threatens most obviously, like the H-
bomb. Yet when people have yelled
until their throats are hoarse and
marched unul their feer are sore, and
the H-bomb is sull there, their reaction
should not be one of despair. The H-
bomb is the inevitable resuii of the idea
of the National State in a technically
advanced world. The tree that bears the
fruit is sull supported by the vast major-
ity of those who march from Alder-
maston. G.

PERHAPS, at long last, Africans and

coloured people everywhere are
havmg doubts about African National-
ism. One should not get too excited,
but despife pacifist praisc for non-violent
men like Nkrumah (the new African
xm;»cnabu), questions are being asked.
- What after Independence?

This, the first pamphlet in the series

w have appeared, is by a group of
French : Africans called Pré-

_ nc" Affer a good and con-
ol’ the cvi[s ot‘ Capital-
;bc au:hors_ demand that
fdmra bv:'Sou:a]is: when

- mean the same
 for Africa 10 be
_ r Socialism Sg;cusg De
ggmocragy' " talism

it depends onha

elected by :hcpc%lc of the
{wk 1o satisfy the

and which, if it
he people.
govern-
‘have Social-

n@l’m.; mm—

Book on Africa
AFTER INDEPENDENCE, WHAT?

cans Irying to behave like white men.

In Africa, perhaps Kenyatta and
Mpathelele stand alone as original
thinkers, and both are now trapped in
politics. In Africa, where independence
could mean a birth of a truly progres-
sive and Socialist sociely, we zet the
very best brains chiming zway about
democracy and Socialism as if the last
fifty years of history had never hap-
pened. It js tragic, especially 1o those
of us who are admirers of Negro culture,
10 see men of the quality of Huddleston
and Michael Scort praising Nkrumah
and his corrupt régime. If members o1
the Opposition in this country were
arrested there would be an outcry from
the progressives, but in Ghana such
action is seen as mildly disturbing.

It may be that the doubt that is start-
ing will mount znd (he next few years
will see some strong minds appear with
worthy African thoughts behind them.

*

AMOT\G' the books on Africa which

% arc appearing i such numbers
nowadays, are some ihal are nothing
more than a waste of time and money.
Curtgin-up on Scuth Africa, by Garry
‘Allighan (Boardman, 21s.) is one of
them.

Garry Allighan, an ex-Labour M.P.,
and now & journalist, has, he believes,
exposed the situation in South  Airica
for (he very first time; he sces himseii
as liftng the curmin on the play that

acted 4t the Southern extremity of
Thireen  years in the Umon
given  thix  ex-politician  many

*This Little Band of Prophets:

‘No Stopping

ahanr :hc Mrmn populi- |
: s (0 refer

The Fabian Story

89 Coantinued from p. 2

talism we shall turn whole nations inmo
Joint Stock Companies; and our deter-
mination 1o annihilate the bourgeoisie
will end in making every workman a
bourgeois gentilhomme. By :h_e, illusion
of Democracy. Or gOVernment by every-
body, we shall establish the most power-
ful bureaucracy ever known on the face

of the earth . =
% #* *

Clearly. the Fabian story is worth tell-
ing in full and worth pondering on. All
I can say of Miss Fremantle’s book™® is
that it is not this. As historical chit-
char, culled from secondary sources.
about the leading Fabian personalities,
it is quite amusing and occasionally the
anecdores are very revealing. For in-
stance: “The Webbs used every occa-

retaliatory violence, of any signifi
has occurred. In France angd the
the usual violence micted ouy 1o
demonsirators, has been used py
police and servicemen. But the ps
response is respect, not violence
Two examples which show how
violent methods have challenzed
tally violent people in a .novel'®
happened during the Monrgomeny
boyco[r A white Amci'ican ._‘
abuse at a negro participant, who 8
smiled back. Reporiers photog
the former rewurning the” smil
asked him why he smiled When he
negroes. He replied that it was
to hate a man /f he did nol ﬁ-‘a
The second example, was when The
Kilux Klan marched into £hes
quarter 10 intimidate the negf
beat up some of their numbers
negroes, instead of hiding in fear,
out onto the streets, dressed in thern
clothes, and singing joyfully, a
Iit up their homes. The KKKJ
nonplussed, and marched to the
the sireet, and dispersed without &
anyone. b
I applaud Fkeepom for publ
facts about direct action and R
lence, for Tthe general press

ignores these demonstrations.
Yours sincerelyy
D. H. BARS

London, Sep. 1S.

What’s in 2 Na
To the Editor, FREEDOM,
DEear SIr/COMRADE / FRIEND,
May I point out that the J.R. o
don (Sept. 17th) is nor this J.R. off
don and any resemblance -8B
coincidental.
May 1 also. whilst were at it
out that the George Woodcock
pamphlets ore on FREEDOMs list
the new secretary of the T.U.C
Tony Gibson who speaks to L.AL
not the Tony Gibson of the B.B.CH
that T.S. (of the Prat: case) is not §
tram Shandy. :
Life gets complex. don't it?
London, Sept. 19. J{acx) R(OBINS

sion to further their schemes. For ex- ’
ample, when they went one Good Friday
to hear Parsifal at Covent Garden, thev
mer Lloyd George and Herbert Samuel |
during the [ong intermission Asked |
next day how he had enjoved the opera, }

|

|

Sidney said, "We had a most enjoyable
time. Our discussion with Samuel was
-nli;,hn.nin;, on the striking tendencies of

sickness in pregnancy’.

A book for the bedside table. not the
student’s library. Small facts Miss Fre- |
mantle often gets wrong: the big facts |
have escaped her entirely. !
GEOFFREY OSTERGAARD.

Bv Anne Fre-
28s.).

of the Gentle Fabians.

the Story ;
mantle. (Allen & Unwin, [
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Meetings a
Announcements

LONDON ANARCHIST

GROUP and MALATESTA

DEBATING SOCIETY
IMPORTANT

MEETINGS WILL BE HELD
in basement, 5, Caledonian Road, N.1.
- (near King’s Cross Staton)
at 7.30 p.m.
Al Welcome.

SEP. 25.—Philip Holgate on
ANARCHISM : QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS

London Anarchist Group

| AN EXPERIMENT IN
OFF-CENTRE DISCUSSION
MEETINGS

Lst Thursday of each month ar 8 p.m.
At Jack and Mary Stevenson's,

6 Stinton Road, Enfield, Middx.
Last Wednesday of ecach month a
8 pm.

At Dorothy Barasi's,

45 Twyford Avenue, Fortis Green, N2,
L5t Wednesday of @ach month at S p.m.
At Colin Ward's,

|
i
1}
I
| 33 Ellerby Street, Fulham, S\W.6.
|
|
|
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