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“Power and abuse of power

1
are synonyms.

—BARTOLOMEO VANZETTI

September 10th, 1960

Threepence

: _‘r.' write the British Associa-
ition for the Advancement of
pee which is meeting this vear
ardiff, has devoted a whole day
1S deliberations to the question
orld population growth and the
ures needed to deal with it. We
f sure that the report of the
Bches will contain much factual
erial of considerable interest as
as practical suggestions well
fiin the grasp of modern techno-
p and medical and agricultural
hce. It remains to be seen
er the scientists see the solu-
j primarily as one of food pro-
fion or as one of population con-
Yor. as we would hope. a com-
tion of the two plus a social and
omic revolution. For, without
ter (@) food production will
increased except lo raise the
dard of living of the have-coun-
 and (b) popu].mcn control will
> form of some state-control-
srogramme of mass sterilisation
ome egually sordid project lack-
the human touch—and what sub-
demands the “human touch”
¢ than that of reproduction?
i *
ammmsm the problem of
populstson is first and fore-
ne of seeing 10 it that every
“being has an equal oppor-
of enjoving all that medical
can provide for maintaining
as well as the means for
: s life in the form of food,
and clothing. We cannot
‘as one of numbers
have to be controlled because,
i thcﬁtstplace there is no evi-
ene ¢ that thgfondmaumﬂfthc
' ched to theil

What the World Needs is

is. birth control not as a means nr
solving the problem of the world’s
“hungry millions”, or of controlling
what the Observer last Sunday was
calling the “Population Nightmare”,
but for providing human beings
with the means for enjoying a full
love-life without the inevitable bur-
den of unwanted offspring.

Given this freedom to enjoy sex-
ual love to the full and determine
when it will result of offspring we
have no reason to suppose that
human beings will stop having chil-
dren, or that being sure of being
able to provide for them adequately
they will not desire many children.
All we can wish, or hope for is that
only wanted children will be born
in a world which is freed from the
shackles of religious dogma and sex-
ual taboos, and at the same time is
equipped with the knowledge and
act of love-making and that of re-
production. But while we can, with
justification we think, assume that
the result of a sexual revolution of
this kind, will result in a fall in the
birth rate in the world. we think
there is no reason to suppose that
there will be a decrease in the
world's population. Indeed, better
medical services and adequate nour-
ishment for everybody in themselves
will result in a growth of population.

*

'I‘O approach the problem of man-
kind as one of numbers is self-
defeating. Having provided every-
one with the education and the
means for controlling their offspring
to the number they desire there is
no other way of limiting population
except by authoritatian degrees,
punishments or such measures as
' isation. Such action may be
-acticable for governments but we
not believe any libertarian would
'usttfy such drastic steps
- urces of the

is not the case. One authority, Dr.
Colin Clark, has calculated that the
world could support at least 28 bil-
lion people, or 10 times the present
population if all available land were
farmed as scientifically as the Dutch
now farm theirs. And if as much
human ingenuity and energy were
devoted to improving the quality
and vield of our crops as is at pre-
sent devoted to launching dogs into
outer space who can doubt for one
moment that food-production could
not be noticeably
one year to the next?

Apart from such considerations
which some sceptics might argue are
speculations, it is a fact that in many
countries—and Britain is one of
them—only the best land is cultiva-
ted. (One speaker at the British
Association pointed out that though
a third of the world’s surface could
be used for food production, only
one-tenth was at present being used
for this purpose). Furthermore in
some countries such as the United
States, governments consider it more
economical to pay farmers not to
cultivate their land than to pay sub-
sidies for crops for which there are
no “markets”. Again in many other

increased from

ORE FOOD-LESS ATOMIC POWER!

countries (such as India and Vene-
zuela) industrialisation results in the
movement of population away from
the land to the towns. In spite of
this drift away from the land it
appears that this year food produc-
tion in the world has increased at
a “slightly faster rate” than popula-
tion increase. What spectacular in-
creases could thus be achieved in

the immediate future if coupled with
the increased productivity noted, no
land were allowed to go out of pro-
duction and at the same time more
land was brought into production?

*

"THE question that has to be asked

is: why is it that the most vital
industry for man’s survival is at the
same time the most neglected and
depressed? The answer is a simple
one which nevertheless needs to be
shouted from the roof-tops for it is
suppressed or distorted both by the
Right and the Marxist-dominated

B Continued on p. 3
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the last ten years, such
deserted beach. or picnicing in lealy
woods have been threatened by the pos-
sible arrival of a family with a portable
radio set. More recently, science has
bounded forward to the pocket transistor
sel, so that even when a person is actually
walking down a quiet lane, he may be
pursued by a fiend carrving such a
source of “music”.

However, there is a bright side to the
story for some people, as can be seen
from the Observer 28/8/60, whose col-
umn on popular finance deals with
“Music in the Pocket”. The Observer,
one of the self-styled Quality Papers,
devotes many of its pages to criticism
of arustic and cultural questions, but
15 quite ready to provide its readers with
financial chit-chat about various rackets
including canned music in restaurants
and railway stations, mentioned in FRrEE-
DOM last week, without saying a word
about the values involved in these ways
~of making money. Perhaps the incomes
m' the high quality readers depend on
est of the population continuing to
p with the low quality kind of life
1o them by capitalist society,
.l‘ls repont, we learn that the
ustry welcomes the chance to
Rllt ﬂm new gimmick into everybody
pocker, and more money into its own
use the television market is drying

up sooner than was expected.

The whole article is a gem in show-
ing up the methods and problems of
capitalism with reference 1o a purtioular
uct, e talevision maenufacturers
rw_kan._ud that one duy the market
for their t would be saturated, but

m had expested saturation 1o
mu. The enterprising cap-

finance wid: their up and com-
s le executives, whose
and power are supposed
er migh lormunt

which one wouldnt be ashamed to listen

profits of the shareholders. it would be
casy to pass over it with mild amuse-
ment. In fact, the whole of our econo-
mic svstem is organised on these lines.
and when wastage and inefliciency occur,
the ones who lose are the workers whose
labour and brains go into producing the
wealth of the world, and not those who
devote Jbeir talents to the organisation
of other people’s labour or the manipula-
tion of finance, occupations which com-
@and high status and higher material
rewards. Yet the majority of people in
this country, and no doubt throughout
Europe and, other continents, in all
classes. and all political parties believe
that the stimulus of the profit motive is
one that gets things done, ensures effi-
ciency and sees to it that human needs
are satisfied: at worst it is accepted that
if the profit motive has some bad aspects
it does at least work.

The industrialists no doubt argue that
it was the government’s regulations that
sel them back, and resulted in one mil-
lion TV sets getting stranded between
the factories and the shops. However,
none of them is volunteering to return
to the régime of uncontrolled competi-
tion. Each little capitalist wants the
government 10 pass regulations favour-
able to his business, (0 encourage his
export schemes, to subsidise his new fac-
tories; and no doubt the methods ot
exerting pressure on the government (<
attain such ends would make the elforts
of  progressive  ideological  movements
look amateurish. The radio  industry
apparently felt thar having suflered in
this way, 'the government owed it u
living, an attitude usually aseribed only
1o working people.

Nevertheless, it is not content with
expeeting, it is taking measures 1o ensure
that the flow of profits keeps up to nor-
mal by developing other sides of the
market, Even under these circumstances,

Brinsh  concern  for  culture  shines

theough, in the form of @ conservative
firm

hat still prefers 10 make sets on

-wants.

THE ‘EFFICIENCY’ OF CAPITALISM—-OR

The Million ¢Stranded’ T.V. Sets

\URING
pleasures as sitting on an almost

triumphantly satisfy it, and keep the
wheels of the opportunity state turning
until some new fiasco of overproduction
or miscalculation causes another read-
justment,

This situation is rewarding to those
who do not demand much. After having
been educated by work-weary and emo-
tionally resigned parents. a prostituted
school system and the experiences of
baving to earn a living semehow or
other, most people fall into this cate-
gory. The skilled men and women who
produced the million unwanted TV sets
have the intelligence to do their jobs. but
unfortunately few of them have so far
been able to conceive that if their indus-
try were organised to meet rational
needs, instead of makine profits, they
could work less time, exercise more con-
trol over what they did, and even more
important, produce much higher quality
goods and enjoy a much higher sense of
social usefulness. This criticism applies
not only to the ‘workers’, but to the
hangers-on on the management side of
things. who have often acquired impor-
tant knowledge during higher education
but are still so uneducated in their feel-
ings and awareness ol life that they use
that knowledge for the most trivial ends
conceivable.

The technical objections to an econ.
omy based on production to meet needs

can casily be disposed of.  Collecting
and supplying information, collating
plans for production, developing the

best possible products under every set
of circumstances would be simple prob-
lems in an age of electronic computers
and social surveys, provided the human
clement was favourable. That remains
the Tundamental probleim, While only a
tiny minority of the populatton are dis-
satishied with the present inefficient and
dehumanised set-up, their schemes for
replacing it and elaborating plans for a
dilferent  order will at  best  remain
sketchy, As more peonle become dis-
contented and come to want o change,
the questions of how things could be
arranged differently will become amen-
able to more fruitful discussion.
haps this will even provide a ficld
the brains ai present wasted
and selling things that no




cludes psychoanalysis  or

seems dangerous to rhe layman.

in school, office, jail, factory and clinic,
and one is alraid by the magical effi-
ciency which is supposed 1o tell which
studies one could undertake, which job
one should choose, which “complexces™
one must suffer from. Your LS. (intel-
hgence quam.,ﬂl.l states 1 you are intel-
ligent or if you are a half-wit, your
Rarschach test (ink-blot projective tech-
pigue} tells f you are normal. your
Rosenzweig  (picture-frustranion  study)
R shows how badly vou could behave it
you were in trouble, Liule escape 1s
left, nearly no activity being outside the
ficld explored by psychology and the
psychologisis using aptitude and ability
tests, intelligence tests, personality in-
terest and auitude inventories, achicve-
ment and reading tests, electronic
" chronoscopes, and what not. Sometimes,
after a psychological examination, one
> fecls not only exhausted bur also frus-
trated, onc would like to ask: what en-
titles the psychologist to be so affirma-
tive abour a person’s abilites, intelli-
gence or personality? What sort of
truth may we expect 1o find in the dis-
coverics of psychology? Is the psveho-
logist able 10 be fair in his statements
or is hc biassed. being another techno-
crat craving 1o enslave mankind cven
more?

Being 2 psvchologist myself, 1 could
only answer 2 few of these disturbing
Qquestions, and say that 3 “real” psycho-
Jogist s never very affirmanive, that our
work s often distorted by the social
conditions wc lLive in, that psvchology
can be biassed bur s not always so.
As I sull belicve in nsychology, while
1 accept many of the criticisms made by
the layvman, 1 mast admit that the use
of psychology in school, office, jail, fac-
sory and dm.ic serves generally the pur-
pose of mamtzining intact the present-
day society. Nevertheless, I'm sull en-
atied 1o pomt out somce trends in psy-
dmiogy showing that this particular
sgcnce may be used, and is sometimes
osed, o serve z different purpose and

s
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may be conceived as one of the

world.

will first
in
Dollard and al.,

case of

Social psychology
10 give examples.
Aggression™, by J.
find reference 1o a
Holland and Secars,

in the Southern States of US.A.

brutality.

dices. Such discoveries,

causes,

In the same pattern, we will discover

some studies having chosen the armed
forces as field of observation. While
the colonel gets ready 1o enlist all men
and women and wonders how 10 per-
suade everybody that war js always legi-
umate and that the armed forces are

sacred. the psychologist is sometimes
able to examine colonel and army, to
stress & few causes of the important

number of neurotcs, alcoholics and mal-
adjusted people found :n that aiea. Mr
C. Kramer, with the help of projective
techniques, proved that the military
social group is something very dif-
ferent from the average civilian social
group that the valuss it praises arz
entirely different, that the living con-
ditions it imposes create higher frus-
tration, mental disease and anti-social
trends, that a professional military must
be considered as a special type of being.
living in 2 pathogenic surrounding, with
very specific personal, socia] and sexual
problems.

It is of great importance 1o notice,
furthermore, that modern psychology
emphasizes nowadays the unigue struc-
turc of personality. Pr. Rosenzweig, for
instance, demonstrated that the indivi-
dual has often been subordinated, in
scientific psychology, 1o the generalized
human being. At first, abstract laws
scemed to be applicable 1o anyone, and
the psychologist had no more interest
for the individual person than the
chemist has interest for the individual
lemon. lLater on, with Galion and psy-
chometrics, it 1s the average man “so
much like the generalized man™ who
became an object of interest with more
reference to the group average than to
the proper individual structure. When
psychology is used in school, office, jail,

tools
which could help to change the present

help us
“Frusuation and
we
correlation
between lynchings and econonuc indices,
having compared
the evolution of coOIlON per acre prices,
from
1882 10 1930, with the annual number
of Iynchings have discovered the high
correlation linking low prices to high
D. S. Thomas studving the
social aspects of the business cycle found
also a correlation betwzen the use of
violence and the fall of economic in-
it seems, would
help the humanist opinion stating that
many social problems cannot be solved
by tribunal or church, but demand to
be defeated by an uprooting of material

factory and clinic, the psychologist and
stalistics are mostly concerned with the
study of a social unit and they still dont
consider an individual as such (hence
the feeling of frustration and cheating
felt by the victim of psychometrics!).

Progressively, the psychologists realize,
under the spell of psychoanalysis, pheno-
menology and finer psychometric tech-
niques, that the individual must occupy
the centre of their attention. After uni-
versal norms, group norms and social
norms, it seems necessary to apply o
the individual his own norm and 1o
judge him “in terms of himself™ by
adequate methods, When psychology
will be able to understand thatr “unique
world of events” a person represents,
there could be important consequences
for the general treatment society imposes
on the individual.

Thirty years ago G. Politzer had
already criticized the classical psycho-
logy which he accused of being too ab-
stract, too general and too impregnated
of religious thoughr. It js easier, of
course, to deal with soul and body, than
to understand the unique principle of the
organism. Modern psychology, it s
sad to say, sull uses those ancient cale-
gories inspired by religion. But if we
forbid ourselves to dwell upon the sub-
ject in terms of body and soul, which
explain nothing, how should we study
a person?

Politzer made clear that psychology
was incapable of explaining entirely the

PSYCHOLOGY AND ITS VICTIMS

MODERN Psychology, whether it in-
not,

Nowa-
diays one meets psychologists evervwhere,

human behaviour: man
as well as he bhas a
Man lives inside of determined culiure,
where social, econonncal and political
roles and laws govern his actions. S0
that we cannot expect the restricted
psychological explanauons o .cover the
entire field which includes economic,
social and political determinisms. Psy-
chology is still necessary, of coursc, as
long as its interest remains mainly in the
human *“drama”, that is the world of
events which is his own. G. Politzer,
like S. Rosenzweig, advocates a scientific
psychology centered around the specific
structure of the concrete individual, but
being a marxist, he sugeests also that
marxian economics only are able 10 ex-
plain the entire social determinism—
which point could be discussed. Still,
where physiology is concerned, Politzer
makags clear that the existence of the
brain is necessary to explain thoughi,
but that explanation doesn't entirely
explain all psychological realities. Psy-
chology is as well “outside” of the brain,
in the social history and the background
of the individual. Thanks to his history,
so 1o speak, a person is more than his
physiology (or should we admit that
between a Prime Minister, 2 Queen, a
Judge, an Officer, 2 Policeman and a
Humanist there are main physiological
differences?). What is more, the im-
portance of the physiological determin-
ism is thus reduced, and the might of
the socio-economical determinism
consequently stressed.

has a History
biological being.

is

FREEDC

One must kl:cp in mind that 3[
chologists are not radicals.. cash “
cases the psychol logist g paid b
or Trade 10 Keep things ot

goin, ‘.,.
Sc one understands n.d‘u].y b\; ¢
conformily is S0 much praised fy
psychologists.  They  clajm 1}“

responsible, mature, adjusted pereo 8
a high rate of group wm‘ﬂmmy .
manages 10 keep "out of traubles
to be out of trouble, in 1he prescn 8
society, means 1o be healthy. . To 3@
commen patriotism, colonial wars, s
injustice, church, police and zrmy;
this is a good sign of mentai healths
cause it shows the "'*_“BC of our g
conformity, How nicel Alas

psychologists and 305'01051’4\ SN
Reich, A. Comfort 2nd others.
made clear that a social 2roup ma
considered as “sick” as 2 PGFS‘?M_
cording to these authors, Loere
societies where life, the kind
people are obliged 1o live, is unhedl
where the healthy person has 10
group conformity for the sake of
own health Needless to say
such a subversive point of view is
generally accepted because the sc
is not always capable of facing conf
with the rulers who employ and pay
and who are only too willing 1o <ni§
social conformity! Science might§
represent a danger to them, esped
when it would prove that

“There cannot exist in this world!
peace, nor tranguility '
Iong as every human
honoured and respecied
by every other mzn.™

as ist

CHARLES DEvanod)

They

THE. British Empire prew for a long

ume, and then it >egan to shrink;
this simple process had some curious
eficcts. For many years thousands of
people left this country for the colonies
and many of them settled there. There
is still a rrickle of emigration, in par-
ticular to the white dominions, but since
the War immigration into England from
the Commonwealth has grown steadily.
London, like Rome or Constantinople
in earlier days, has become a place of
pilgrimage or even settlement for South
Africans, Rhodesians, New Zealanders,
Canadians; also for Americans and Irish;
‘and, more interestingly, for Indians,
West Indians and West Africans. This
is 2 new phenomenon that is well worth
studying, and this symposium*, which
is the third in the series that began with
Declaration (1957) and Convicion (1958),
consists of ren essays wrilten by people
from each of these szroups who were

-

CINEMA
Nasty in the Woodshed

ing the most irritating one, that of pre-
sentation. We all know the cinema is
fighting for its survival and onc if its
weapons is he Big Show which |
adopts the theatrical idea of non-
conLNUOUs pcrrarnumcs with intervals
d booked seats but 10 put it over as
_being under the personal threat of
Huchwgk is childish to say the

'&: ‘the threat as 1o what would

0 & critic who divulged the plot
is fatous. Ja any case 1 be

:s always hact wuh

BOOK REVIEW

Chose England

asked, according to the very dull Pre-
face by Timothy O'Keeffe, “to give their
impressions of England today and to say
why they decided to live here.”

Such a collection cannot help being
interesting, bur it is very wuneven in
quality, The only single impression 1
get from it is that this country is still
in some odd way the nucleus of the
English-speaking world—not in terms of
wealth or power or wisdom or prestige,
but in some other indefinable and per-
haps more important terms. To a South
African, it is a sort of refuge; to a
Rhodesian, it was “a grail” to a West
African, a place of education and adven-
ture; to an Indian, a place where “cul-
tural capital”™ could be drawn and artistic
identity found; to an Australian and a
New Zealander, it is “the source™; to a
West Indian, it is—however cruel—
“home”; 1o a Canadian, it is fun; 1o an
Irishman, a place where one can get
work and food; and to a very peculiar
American, it secems 10 have been the
only way our of a mad-house.

But why do these people and all the
others stay in England’s grey and gloomy
land? To people of English stock
("Europeans™}, it is of course the mother-
land, in however ambiguous a way that
can be interpreted. To people from the
Commonwealth who have any sort of
mtellectual and cultural interests, it is
somehow metropolitan when their colo-
nies and dominions are aggressively pro-
vincial. Novelists like Doris Lessing,
Dan Jacobson and Mordecai Richler
obviously prefer 1o live and work where
novels are read more widely and appre-
ciatively than in Rhodesia, South Alfrica

or Canada. But this doesnt oxph
why J. P. Donleavy (whose novel
Ginger Man, is still banned here
Olympia Press edition) should sty
England rather than in Dublin or Pag
nor does it explain the strange
atlantic exchange of Henry james,
Eliot and Donleavy for Huxlev, Ang
and Isherwood. As for Abiosch Nk " !
Merrill Ferguson 2and Victor Ang C R
England has so battered West -Afrg :
the West Indies- and India that thé
culture, language, education and ever
thing else are inevitably dominated
the bullying motherland bevond the seg
—rather as Britain jtself was by Romg
in 290 A.D. k
Indeed, one of the remarkable things
that does emerge clearly from this book
is the continuing power and infuence

ra

of the English language. It is extra-
ordinary and rather humbling 1o read |

how people in every part of the world |
grow up on a diet of English books and
wonder what sort of place it is that pro-
duces them. In this contex: Bran
Behan is only one¢ in a long and magni-
ficent line of Irish writers who hawe
lived in England and have spenmt haif
their energy belabouring their hosts and
the other half keeping English: literatars
alive (from Swift and Sterne down
through Wilde and Shaw 1o the other
Behan brother, Brendany—even i his
reason for leaving Ireland was simply
“poverty”.

Another thing that us quite clear s
the disappointment nearly everyone feels
as soon as they arrive here. For Brian
Behan and Memmll Ferguson this dis-

B Coatmaued on p. 4

And 1 will war, at least in words (and—should

My chance so happen—deeds), with all who war

With Thought;—and of Thought's joes by far most rude,
Tyrants and sycophanis have been and are.

[ know aot who may conguer: if 1 could

Have such a prescience, it showld be no bar

To thiy my plan, sworn, dowaright detestation

Of every dexpotism in every nation.

It iy not that 1 adulate the people:

Without me there are demagogues enough,
And infidels, 1o pull down every steeple,
And set up in their stead some proper Stuff.
W hether they may sow sceptism 10 reap hell,
Ay in the Christian dogma rather rough,

do not know;—1 wish men to be free
M;m moba as kings—jrom you as me.
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< from >}
For thé: Capitalists investment
justiry is much more profizable
agriculwre. This may seem
in view of the fact that after
e demand for food is universal
epresents a2 market which will
when all others have disap-
(For capitalism, investment
Ory 10 can tomatoes or pro-
jcanned tomato-soup 1S more
able than growing and retail-
resh tomatoes). Undoubtedly
producton (as opposed to food
issing) is 2 chancey business,
R unlike the factory and the
ge whose every movement can
fitrolled. is dependent on clima-
)d other factors which man is
gnable 10 control completely.
plture, furthermore, has not
completely subjected t0
control as Big Industry
the result that neither produc-
prices can be controlled or
ined b} 2 “ning” of manufac-
_ ...- it 1S true that wheat,
§ Cocoa, sugar, eic. prices are
‘... bv government agencies
d level). Bumper crops de-
perhaps as much on sun and
§ on scientific farming. There
knowing how the season will
wbcn‘.'d.‘s the wheels of in-
canbcmadcwtum at a
determined by the distributors,
p2n and “the markets”.
mdnsrry more profits are
though the wrnover has drop-
In agriculture a bumper har-
pay spell economic disaster for
- if all farmers enjoy a
Op at the same tme! In
mons it is ofien more
> for them to gather only
crop and 1o allow the
) TOL Or 20 10 seed.

“s

discussion in last week’s FREEDOM
Richard Titmuss’s broadcast on

e

ol

“The Irresponsible Society™ focusses
attention on the new “school’ of social

imvestigation which has grown up under
his inspiration in “the age of passive
ignorance about the obscure powerless
groups” the age of the shrug.

Cast your mind bacX (wenly years.
Not to Dunkirk, the fall of France and
the months of waiting for the blitz o
begin, but to the changes on what was
called the *“Home Front’ associated with
these events. Children were evacuated
from the great cities, and in the ‘recep-
tion areas’ people looked at these strange
animals, swapped stories about their
insanitary habits, their ignorance of
civilised behaviour, and wondered (or
the more thoughtful of them did) what
kind of environment had produced them.
Men were being conscripted for military
service, and in some areas they were
men who had never had a job since they
feft school years before at the age of
The military authorities were ap-
palled by the evidence of malnutrition,
physical unfitness and illiteracy (as they
had been under similar circumstances at
the ume of the South African War and
the First World War). In anticipation
of huge military and civilian casualties,
the Emergency Medical Seryice sought
to co-ordinate the hospitals, and, in
doing so, revealed the great variation in
their standards and the gaps in the medi-
cal ‘coverage’ of the population. The
needs of total war, which embraced the
total population, brought changes in
socizal policy among the governing
classes, changes in social feelings among
the middle classes, and the climate of
opinion to press for long-shelved social
reforms, and greater demands from the
working classes, since as the saying
goes, the bosses’ need is the workers
opportunity. As the historian of war-
ume social policy observes:

14

*In this context, the Education Act of
1944 becomes intelligible; so does the
Beveridge Report of 1942 and the Nat-
ional Insurance, Family Allowances and
National Health Service Acts. All these
measures of social policy were in part
an expression of the needs of war-time
strategy to fuse and unify the conditions
of life of civilians and non-civilians
alike. In practice, as we have seen, this
involved the whole community in accept-
ing an enlargement of obligations—an
extension of social discipline—to attend
to the primary needs of all citizens.”

ok
NOW cast you mind back ten years.

the Labour Government had put
into effect the legislation which resulted

with 2 population of 2,500,000, had 5¢

doctors only.
~Ar the 1op of my shopping list I put
health. We need many more doctors,
mma.ad, pubhc health workers, and we
mca:ch on !.hc even

PEOPLE AND IDEAS

from this war-time mood, and went to
the polls to gain a much-reduced major-
itv as a prelude to its subsequent suc-
cession of electoral defeats. The myth
of the “Welfare State” was being buiit
up. This myth took several forms: one
was that ‘womb-to-tomb’ security was
now universal, another was that wvast
numbers of idle people were ‘living off
the Welfare State’, another was that the
social services only existed for a portion
of the population—those who took out
more than they put in. The whole
mythology was accompanied by a bar-
rage of sneers and moralising comments
about Nauonal Health false teeth, the
breakdown of the family because of the
diminished sense of personal responsi-
bility, and so on. while people who had
never known insecurity jeered at the
security-seeking mania of the working-
class. At the same tme the Labour
Party was reproaching us for not being
grateful 1o rhem for the achievement of
the Welfare State.

Today however, we are able to ex-
plode some of the myths of the Welfare
State, we are able to examine it with
greater accuracy and sophistication, and
perhaps more constructively, thanks to
the work of a quite small group of social
investigators during the last ten vears.
The ‘father’ of this group, though he
would deny it, is Professor Richard Tit-
muss, who began his working life as an
insurance clerk when he was 15. As the
author of some books on population
questions which had been read by the
official in the Cabinet Office in charge
if the Civil History of the last war, he
was summoned to Whitehall 10 write the
volume which evenwally appeared in
195C, Problems of Social Policy, and this
in turn led him to edit W. J. Braithwaite’s
curiously-titled memoirs Lloyd George's
Ambulance Wagon. about the origins of

the social legislation introduced by the
Liberal government before the first
World War. These works, and Titmuss’s
lecture War and Social Policy provide
more evidence than we have ever been
able 10 gather together, to support the
contention that the welfare State is a
product of the warfare state, or as he
concluded in that essay, that

“The aims and content of social
policy, both in peace and war, are thus
determined—at least to the substanual
extent—by how far the co-operation of
the masses is essenual 1o the successful
prosecution of war.”

*

IN 1950 Titmuss was appointed Profes-

sor of Social Administration at the
London School of Economics, and in
the decade since then, he and his col-
leagues, pupils and associates have pro-
duced a stream of statistical, sociological
and economic studies, which together with
other investigations, throw a great dea]
of light, not only on the dark corners
of the welfare state, but on the forces
that influence it, and the direction :n
which it is going. Apart from those in
specialist journals, many of these studies
have appeared in book form, and they
make an impressive list: Titmuss &
Abel-Smith: The Cost of the Narional
Health Service (1936); J. P. Martin:
Social Aspects of Prescribing (1957); R.
Timuss: Essays on the Weljare Staie
(1958); J. Vaizey: The Costs of Educa-
riow (1959); P. Townsead: The Family
Life of Old Peopie (1957); Young and
Wilmot: Family and Kinship in East
London (1937); P. Marris: Widows and
their Families (1958).

The last three of these books are the
products of the Insttute of Community
Studies, founded by Michael Young in

THE NEW SOCIAL INVESTIGATORS-I

1954, which has greatly affected the
study of the family in this country.
(Mention should also be made, because
of its 1mpiu.ancn:. of Mr. Young's fan-
tasy The Rise of the Meritocracy, and
of the contributions of Messrs, Abel-
Smith and Townsend to the symposium
Conviction, and of John Vaizey's arucle
in the compilation The Esiablishment.)

No-one can say that this group have
not been active. What does their work
add up to? Primarily, to the destruc-
tion of the various welfare state myths.
They have shown that the middle-class
draws more In benefit from the welfare
state than the working class. They have
shown that the middle class benefits
more from the public education svstem
than the working class. They have
shown that the working class pavs more
into the social services than it draws
out. They bhave shown thai far from
having an equalising effect, the social
services are actually “enlarging and con-
solidating the area of social inequality.”

They have shown in conscquence thal
most of the things that are said and
written about the welfare siate are the
expression of either hope or prejudice,
unsupporied by facts, and they have
done this simply by taking the trouble
to analyse statistics and undertake sur-
veys. But apart from twrning many
stereotyped opinions upside-down. the
new social investigators, who are mainly
supporters, if critical ones, of the Labour
Party. have proposzls of their own on
the future pattern of social policy and
social welfare. It is nere that we are
likely to disagree with their assumptions,
and while welcoming their diagnoses,
may be sceptical about their remedies.

(To be continued).

C.W.
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HISTORICALLY, an interest in other

societies seems to have been corre-
Jated with an expansion Of one’s own
civilization. In the ancient world the
spread of Greek and, later, of Roman
influence produced many accounts of the
ways of the “barbarians”. Some of
these early writers can still be read with
pleasure and profit today. Herodotus
and Tacitus are examples. Centuries
later, Europe again expanded and again
was created a literature from which
much ethnological information can be
sifted. The books and journals of thou-
sands of travellers, missionaries and ex-
plorers, from Marco Polo on, provide a
vast amount of knowledge about non-
European societies.

The awakening of interest .in non-
European peoples was fired by the—in
- European eyes—exotic and scandalous
many of their practices. Some-
umcs.'the reaction was one of moral
or cowmnauon—as wilness
ted heathen”. Just as

er, this reaction was tem-
{ unliauon. The Eumpan

he §9!,!th Seas has not qux:c
C aura. Those who wrote
were not alwavs

Science of

descriptions of “manners and customs™

It is not until the nineteenth century,
however, that some men started thinking
of themselves as anthropologists and it
is with the nineteenth century that H. R.
Hays begins his From Ape 1o Angel
(Methuen, 36/-). His book, subtitled
*an informal history of social anthropo-
fogy", is divided into four parts e¢ach
dealing with z partcular stage in the
development of the subject. In the pre-
face we are told that:

“This book attempts 10 tell the hither-
to untold story of social anthropology.”
It sketches the extraordinary world of
curious ethical, religious, and marital
custom revealed by the research of field
workers who went 1o live among primi-
tive and exotic tribes. It also traces
the inception and development of var-
ious schools of ethnological thought in
terms Of the ‘lives and activities of the
leading scholars who forged the science
In telling the story an efort has been
made 10 set these scholars in the inzel-
lectual backgrounds of their times and
to show how their insights have plaved
a dramatic role in the making of the
modern mind” (p. 19).

He is not quite right about the “hither-
to untold story™ as there are, in fact, at
leasty three other accounts of the rise of
the science, of which A, C. Haddon's
History of Anthropology (available in
The Thinkers' Library) is reputed the
best. From Ape 1o Angel has the advan-
tage of being more comprehensive, more
clearly and interestingly written and
more attractively produced than any of
the others, Mr, Hays is not himself an
anthropologist  bul, judging from the
bibliography, is extremely well-read in
both the classics on the subject and more

~ recent works.  Another of his merita i3
- What he 13 not afrad 0 asert the rele-
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anthropology and, by implica-
ather sciences to an under-
M in nature, As

man's
: ' imumcwcm

about the time that men wers becoming
aware of the discrepancy between reli-
gious and scientific accounts of the uni-
verse and of man’s place in 1. It could
no longer seriously be denied that the
existence of the world reached back
through acons of uime before 4004 B.C.
Evolutionary theory was beginning 1o be
applied 1o fields outside biology. It is
not surprising that izlse analogies were
drawn berween social and biological
organisms, or that atlempls were made
10 trace human insuturions 0 their
origins in the distant past. The encyclo-
pacdic compilations of Sir James Frazer,
of Westermarck, of Robert Bnffaul are
the monuments of this phase of anthro-
pology Their books are sull fascinating
10 read because they are storchouses of
ethnological informaton but the theories
they ser out 1o prove have been dis-
credited or are regarded as unverifiable.

The limitauon of this kind of cvolu-
vonism is that it s fundamentally un-
scientific. Beliefs and practices are not
studied and analysed in the context of
the real societies in which they exist but
are torn out of thar conteXxt and amanged
in an evolutionary scale which purports
10 represent the actual historical develop-
ment of the type of institution of which
they are examples.

The same procedural defect markaed
the contributions 1o another of the burn-
g questions of this phase.  Where there
was an apparent resemblance between
behiefs and practices occurring in differ-
ent. parts of the workd did this mean that
they had been diffused or had they been
independently iovented? The signifi-
cance of any cuoltural trait lies in the
function it has in the society to which it
belongs and not in rescmblances 10
waits in other socienics. But instead of
analysing the adtual functioning of be-
liefs and practices in real life the dif-
fusionists and their opponents followed
the lead of the evolutionists and tore
traits from the living cultural contex:.
A well-known and extreme represenia-
tive of this school was G. Ellir Smith
Who sought 10 prove the Egyptian origin
of such practices as mummulfication, sun-
warslup and stone monuments.
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LETTERS TO

THE EDITORS

Hope in Asia?

Desr COMRADES,

To reply to N.W.'s commenis :

(1) Rome united a large portion of

what is now Europe. Hobbes said, “The
Roman Catholic Church is the ghost of
the Roman Empire sitting crowned upon
the grave thereol.™ Both Christianity
(Catholic and Protestant) and secular
republicanism stem in part at least from
the Romans. Both these traditions be
hieve in the state. to which all have to
submit. We know a great deal of the
persecuting zeal of the Chrnistians, who
could not bear that any should be out-
side their spiritual kingdom. We hear
less criticism of the secular branch of
the same tradition, which blossomed
after the French Revolution, but it s
equally totalitarian. The concept of the
man as citizen. the “rule of law", the
nation “one and indivisible™ and so on,
these are late ecighteenth century devel-
opments of the Roman wdea. They lead
logically to *“1984", despite the slogan
“liberty. equality and brotherhood™.

It is difficult 10 believe that these ideas
could have comec out of pre-Roman
Europe. whase inhabitants were living
in tribes, and probably had much the
same outlook on life as the Red Indians.
I thought 1 made the point myself that
it was not until the Chrisuanisation ot
Europe that the continent acquired self-
consciousness in the modern sense. But
if there had not already been a tradition
of centralisation in Europe, when this
conversion took place, what would have
happened would have been the flower-
ing of a multitude of different sects.
similar to the different forms that
Hindutsm can take in India. In fact
this very nearly did happen,

(2) “Industrialism facilitated econo-
mic domination, but political conguest
was already possible before 1800 be-
cause of superior scientific and technical
knowledge . . . " It depends what you
mean by “conguest”. The Industrial
Revolution in Britain was already under
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way by 1800. Indin had already been
seized, but China, much of Africa and
a good slice of North America were still
outside the effective power of Europe.
Ifi Europe had not developed th-
steam-engine, the clectric telegraph and

the quick-firing gun these conquests
would probably have been relatively
short-lived, Some backward European

countries, Spain and Portugal did in fact
lose most of their empires. These very
countries were the ones which did not
have an Industrial Revolution, and were
not able to pour out masses of cheap
machine-made goods. “'Conquest™, 1o
my mind, consists, not only in defeating
armies but 1in economic subjugation. In
fact, due to the scientific development
Europe had made, the Industrial Revolu-
tion was inevitable, and the logical con-
sequence. in a society already authori-
tarian, was world domination,

The concepts of “Europe™ and “Asia™
that we still hold will soon be out of
date. What we in Europe consider tc
be “Asian” will soon be the way of life
of only a dissident minority of Asians.
just as there are a few dissident Euro-
peans, like the anarchists for instance.
sull  surviving both Romanism and
Christianity.,

ARTHUR W, ULoTH.

Marching

DEAR SIR,

What a peculiar article is “Marching™
by P.H. The writer first expresses mild
alarm that nuclear disarmers should
march at all, as this form of locomotion
bears the mark of the militarv. 1 was
about 1o comment, having once been a
Sergeant-Major, that in my opinion the
Aldermaston demonstrators were very
unsoldierlike, when P.H. answered that
one by admiting that the marchers wished
to make the public think about nuclear
disarmament, and then by pointing out
that political rebels like Wat Tyler, and
others, adopt the march for their own
purposes, which may be quite unconnec-
ted with subservient militarism,

I wonder whether P.H. ever saw the
marchers; he makes a comparison be-
tween them and disciplined soldiers and
a few paragraphs later describes them as
“ragged groups of bohemians,. dropping
out to sit by the roadside to rest their

Nationalism and Culture cloth 21s.

Neither nor W
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feet . . " That is trying to have
both ways with a vengeance! Actually
neither picture is true, but this sort of
debate is o waste of time

In all, 1 suppose, P.H, writes nearly
a thousand words, but not once does he

either condemn nuclear weapons—nor
have the courage to defend them. Is
he trying to be neutral, when he asks

“But what is the point of marching?™

I ask, “What is the point of his art
cle?” The marchers want to rid the
world of the terror weapons that could
kill millions of humans and put back
civilisation thousands of years. They
strive to convince others to do something
about it, and themselves engage in a lot
of other activities (in addition to march-
ing) to achieve their ends., 1 cannot be
neutral, and have tried to help nuclear
disarmers.

But where does P.H.
against the bomb?
honestly one way

stand? For or

Let him come out
or the other. If he
wants to quibble, one must assume that
he supports. albeit unthinkingly, those
who want to keep nuclear weapons in
the hands of the NATO forces. for time
is nor on the side of the disarmers. |
hope he will ponder, and join in (dare I
use the phrase?), the march of progress.

Yours faithfully,
London, Sept. 4. CHRISTOPHER BRUNEL.

Don’t Forget
the Challenge!

PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT!
WEEK 35

Deficit on Freedom £720
Contributions received ... £591
DEFICIT £129

August 26 to September 1

Warrington: J.H. 7/6: Leeds: G.L." 3/5
Hounslow: L.K.W. 2,/5; Bexley Heath: '_'}6
2/6: Smethwick: EW. 10/-; Belishill: G.8.
2/2; Hereford: J.H.M. &/-: Surrey: F.B.*
Leeds: D.S.B. 11/ London: J15.° 3/-:
Glasgow: S.M. 3/-; Bolton: W.B. 2/6: Wol-
verhampton: J.G.L."= 4/6; Londen: L.L.C.
I/-; London: V.R. £2/0/0; Stroud: R.J.C.
£1/0/0; Welwyn: Mog £1/0/0; Glenrothes:
G.G. 2/6; Los Angeles: S.5. £2/9/0; Harrow:
V.A.H. 5/6: Oxford: Ancn.” 5/-.

Total 10 6 2
Previously acknowledged . 581 7 8
1960 TOTAL TO DATE ... £591 13 10

GIFT OF BOOKS: Slough: E.C.
®Indicates regular centributer,

They Cheose

from p. 2
appointment is more like anger—reason-
ably enough, in view of the reception
Irish and West Indian immigrants meelt
in England. The other two coloured
contributors—Abioseh Nicol and Victor
Anant—have some bitter things to say
about the colour prejudice they meet
here and the sickening hypocrisy that
dccompanies it. And all the contribu-
tors are horrified by our well-preserved
class-system—all, that is, except J. P

Donleavy and Doris Lessing, who don't

ever get round to answering the ques-

tions the editor asked (hem.  Donleavy’s

wouldn't be out of place in his
and Mrs. Lessing’s not only has
: 'p as her vecently published

t of the English, but
the first chapter of

on,  There s

in it

The Science of Man

" Continued from p. 3
worth considering, not only
because it attempted to be u‘lmpr.'.'hcihn-;;
and scientific but because it has influ-
enced anarchistic writers. Like all fer-
tile theories it has relevance outside the
limits of any one academic discipline.

theory is

According to Malinowski, organic
drives are the determinants of culture—
hence his early sympathy with psycho-
analysis. In the geographic environment
in which he finds himself. man has to
satisfy his basic needs, i.e. his nuiritive,
reproductive and hygienic needs. The
satisfaction of these results in the crea-
tion of a new, secondary environment
which in turn gives rise to needs. This
new class of needs—the derived needs—
are ecither instrumental or integrative.
The former are satisfied by economic,
political, normative and educational acti-
vities and the latter by knowledge, magic
and religion. Malinowski contributed not
only to the theory of culture but to the
methods of field work adopted by
anthropologists. He insisted that the
only way of obtaining an adequate
understanding of a society was to live in
it for at least one economic cvcle and to
learn the language. In other words the
anthropologist must be like any other
scientist and actually observe his subject
matter. This is the exact opposite to
the methods of the armchair theorists
and “museum moles™ who had previous|y
dominated the subject.

Functionalism and subsequent develop-
ments are dealt with in the fourth part
of From Ape to Angel, called “Psyvcho-
logical Insight and Social Responsibil-
ity". It is only in this stage that anthro-
pology can truly be termed a science and
even now some would dispute its title
Anthropology is still associated in the
puhiu, mind with the study of primitive
societies. But quite early anthropolo-
gists had realized that if their methods
had any validity then they must be
equally applicable to more advanced
societies. The first concrete step in this
direction were the studies of American
urban communities which were carried
out in the 1930°s by Lloyd Warner and
his associates. At the same time the
study of primitive peoples has continued;
especially of those primitives whose cul-

responses which men may make
environment

and without laws,
ority and without
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Contacts

READERS IN FIFE

Will any readers of Freepowm
in Fife contact:

GEORGE GILFILLAN,
8 Bethune Road, Glenrothes, Fife.
who needs congenial companionship.

*
BIRMINGHAM READERS

Will any readers of Freeposm whe
would like to contact others in Birming-
ham and district write 10

living

Joun Boben,
Yardley,
Birmingham, 33.

5 Upton Grove,

ihd years kept E

Australia and in England; it also con-
veys the feeling of aliemation that
oppresses him in both places—the feel-
ing that should be the theme of the book
if it weren't forgotten so often. We all
know this Teeling, but people who coms
intd England from abroad can express
it more completely than us or than the
bunch of musfits Colin Wilson listed in
his Ouisider thesis.  Unforunately Mue
ray Sayle is the only contributor to this
book who does express it completely,
though Dan Jacobson and Victor Anant
don't do so badly, | wish there had
also  been  some  contributors  from
Europe, which is after all the source of
most of the immigrants who have from
time 10 tme in the last four or five hun-
land (rom getting
nad nko from Scotland and Wales,
us to be remunded every
of our shortcomings by
0 other lands, even if it

Meetings a
Announceme

LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP and MALATESTA
DEBATING SOCIETY

IMPORTANT

MEETINGS WILL BE HELD
in basement, 5, Caledonian Road, N.IU
(near King's Cross Station)
t 7.30 p.m.
All Welcom=

SEPT. 11.—Arthur Uloth on
THOUGHTS ON LIFE

London Anarchist Group

AN EXPERIMENT IN
OFF-CENTRE DISCUSSION
MEETINGS

st Thursday of each month at 8 p.m.
At Jack and Mary Stevenson's,

& Stainton Road, Enfield, Middx
Last Wednesday
8 pm.

At Dorothy Barasi's,

45 Twyford Avenue, Fortis Green, N2
st Wednesday of each month at S p.m.
At Colin Ward’s,

33 Ellerby Street, Fulham, S W 6.

of each month at

The Anarchist W.okly

Postal Subscription R .
12 months 19/~ e




