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Threepence

HE possibility of bringing o an
end (he fighting in Korea. so
@ hoped for in the past. now
1o have been realized at last.
brdinary people will feel a tre-
dus and natural sense of relief.
feeling however should not
people to disregard certain
ktions of this war and the
of its termination however
war-weary public may wish
Paway their eyes.

8l doubtless be hailed as a
i for patient and devoted
1ons—for the negotiations
en proceeding on and off at
ljom for two years. two-
f the total duration of the
I'he United Nations will de-
hemselves well pleased at
orts to overcome the last-
intransigeance of President
an Rhee, while the Com-
s will doubtless congratulate
fives on their forbearance in
ing an armistice in spite of

obstacles remain oulstanding only
proves the same thing. that the
obstacles only provide an excuse
when an excuse is desired for con-
tinuing the war. When such an ex-
cuse is no longer required obstacles
are no longer permitted to obstruct.
This is the cynical reality behind
“patient uegotiations™.

In the light of the actual signing
of the armistice. the attitude of
Syngman Rhee becomes much more
comprehensible. It has been plain
from the beginning that whatever
the United Nations or the Commun-
ists got out of the war, it was for
the Koreans utterly disastrous. Rhee
must have known that the major
parties were now set on finishing the
fighting and that his attitude would
make no difference whatsoever, “In
such circumstances his utterances
were clearly intended to secure his
position with his own subjects when
the war is ended and the Koreans

AS KOREAN WARENDED?

have the task of clearing up the
mess—what is euphemistically call-
ed “‘reconsiruction”.

Realism About Wars

Anarchists have long insisted that
wars are not to be judged by their
apparent or declared aims: they
break out when peace-time economy,
despile armaments ruaces. can no
longer maintain its necessary level
of profits. Once started they effect
changes in the economic pallern of
a nation’s life and their sudden
cessation would disorganize this
pattern because the war becomes the
basis on which the wheels of indus-
try and full employment are kept
turning.

No one expected the first world
war to last four years, and very few
thought the war of 1939 would last
nearly six years. Even more fan-
tastic is the duration of this “little

2% Continued on p. 3

TWO-MINUTE JUSTICE IN KENYA

THE upholders of the Justice on

this side of the curtain com-
pared with the summary execution
or faked trials on the other side,
will hide their annoyance at the
guashing of the sentence on Jomo
Kenyatta and his friends by the
Kenya Supreme Court. by using this
set-back as one more example of the
impartiality of British justice. The
grounds on which the Supreme
Court ordered a re-trial are simply
a legal quibble as to procedure, and
the most they show is that the game
of justice must be played according
to the rules when, let it be added, so
much publicity is given to a trial as
Kenyatta’s and when the defending
counsel is a Mr. Pritt, Q.C., who
knows the rules of the game and its
loopholes as well as any lawyer en-
gaged in the profession!

Less concern is shown for those
unfortunate Africans who have been
rounded up in Kenya during the
emergency, and who have not been

ressed attitude of the Presi-
Southern Korea.

fact is. of course. that the
ce has been agreed at a time
any “material obstacles™ ex-
o make it “impossible”—the
of the prisoners in United
s hands, the aggressive atti-
of Rhee, and so on. The fact
these difficulties have not been
ed to stand in the way of the
ice shows that at last the great
ers who stand behind the
ean battlefields—America and
ain, China and Russia—auctually
ire to end the war.

Freedom’s Viewpoint

Such a conclusion is in line with
at has been written in FREEDOM
any tmes during the past three
s--thut the war would continue
p long as it was useful to the great
ers. The course of the negotia-
ns has shown how trifling argu-
entation ¢an be made the excuse
r continuing the war. Now the
onclusion of the armistice even
hough appuarently much larger

FOREIGN COMMENTARY

He Advocated Atom Bombs for iKoirea

IT is a good thing that the Korean truce

was signed if only for the fact (hat
certain American democrats were pro-
posing Lo speed up matters by dropping
an atom bomb or two. Only last week
Representative Overton Brooks, Demo-
crat of Louisiana, who is also a member
of the House Armed Service Committee
said that if the Korcan truce talks again
broke down the United Nations should
use atomic bombs on the N. Korean
forces. He told a reporter that he
thought a specific deadline should be . put
on the talks and that if it passed with-
out an agreement., Lhe United Nations
should go on the offensive. It should
be noted that this Democrat from Louis-
jana has for some time advocaled the
use of the alom bomb in Korea.

Also from Washington and on the
same day. we read a report 1o the effect
that the House of Representatives had
decided to provide *a special room for
prayer and meditation by members of
Congress™. The report says that the
House * passed and sent to the Senate a

Anti-Communist

I‘Hl question of whether a man who
once been a Communist was a
1t person to be cmployed by the New
ork City Civit Service Commussion g
a Washroom Attendant has bezn taken
16 the N.Y. Supreme Court for © 1uling!
According 1o the Industrial Worker (July
3). Justice Aaron Sieuer of the N.Y,
Supn-mr Court has ruled that the mere
lact that @ person had once been u tem-
her of the Communist Pariy did not dis
qualify him as u New York employee,
for work as & washroom atiendani,
Bopaventura ngpers, who had an pre
vious  Joyalty  checks revealed b had
been & Communist from 1936 10 1939,
smicd in s application for employmend
y New York City that he had ever been
cmber of an orgunizalion advogating
violent overthrow of the gosernment.
e New York Ciy Civil Service Com-
on had suled that. in view of all
c o cicumstantes, Pinggera was  unfil,
It also uppears thal an alleged Com-
st who 1s engaged in cancer research
is a bad sccwrily risk. A United Press
port from Cambridge Muss (July 19
Joses that Cauncer researcher Dr.
en Dean Markham has been placed
r suspension wilth pay from Hurvard
Tsily bacause she iy alleged 10 pe
“Communist domination.”
e Harvard Corporation. which an-
ed the suspension, siid the assistant
brofessor wi be “given an
¢ heard.” n
the

Hysteria Strikes

in all Directions

Dr. Markham after she refused to
answer guestions regarding Communism
put to her by a Scnale internal security

sub-g e in Boston last March.
corpora!ion said, new
developments™ have come 10 its allen-

non. “We can no longer reasonably be-
lieve thut she is free from Communist
dumination,” the governing body said.

1)1 Markham indicated she was com-
pletely surprised by the development.

“Fhey havent told me about this”
ahe &aid wfter being informed of the cor-
poration  annoupenient, “Sunebody
will have to continue my experiments.”

Uiniverssty  aflicicls  indicated  1hey
would give hee e 10 tind @ substitole
to carry on a \wo-year-old rescarch pro-
jeer on female concer,

Ihe corporation said  Dr. Markliam
and her lhiusband issucd a piigss feleas
“sonttary’” 10 the corperaion’s advice !

alter they had been labelled as Commun-
ist party nembers by Federal Burcuu ot
tovestigation  undercover agent  Herbent
A. Philhrick last month, ‘The corpora-
tion said the release “contained stale
menls implying that the Havard Cors
pontation approved her refusal o testify
and supported her vihement aificism of
the Jenner vommittee.” M Plulbrick
had testificd that the Murkhams were
Commursts in 1947,

AL this rate 3t will not be surptiving to
learn vne day that u group of American
ductors had been rounded up lollowing
ey were ying tu

vernment!

resolution directing the custodian to fur-
nish the room, a little cubbyhole necar
the centre of the Capitol.

“There will be no formal religious ser-
vices and no denominational altars. The
idea is to have a place where Senators
and Representatives may find solitude for
meditation or prayer.”

For people with the knowledge of what
happened at Nagasaki and Hiroshima
and vet who advocate the use of the
atomic bomb, a room for “prayer and
meditation™ seems a waste of space; a
padded cell would seem more suitable
for such raving lunatics!

No Jobs for Heroes . . .
THE American Census Bureau reported

last week that though the unemploy-
ment figures were the lowest since the
cnd of the war. the average unemploy-
ment last year was 1.700.000. It is inter-
esting to note that the greatest unem-
ployment was among discharged ex-
servicemen of the Korcan war, In
October 1952, about 7 per cent. of them
were looking for work, compared with
2 per cent, for other men of comparable
age. M is perhaps just as well that we
have high level assurances that in spite
of the signing of the truce in Korea, not
one American soldier will be withdrawn
from the Korean front!

. . . But more Business

for Business Machines
NET profits of $i5% million (about £6
million) for the first six months of
ihis year is renorted by the Internalional
Business Machines Corporalion and its
subsidiarics. Before taxation had whittled
prolits 1o this miscrable £6 million they
were S41 million (£14 million).  How can
business men make ends ineet when ini-
tintive is crippled in this way by in-
human axation which takes more than
50 per cenl.

PUBLICITY MINDED

| AMERICANS

DVERTISING,  which  is  business
promaganda, wid which like politicat
propaganda aims a1 preventing one from
decidimyg for vnesell by o process of men-
tal conditioning. is the busis of business
i the United States. 1t s repocted
New York that Natiopal wilvertising
United Siates newapapers 15 expected o
rise tooa recosd of  S600KK.000 (nmore
than £200 million) tlus year. 1o shoukd
be¢ noted that this  only opplics 10
natonal adverbsing in the newspapers,
Adid 10 this all the other chunnels for
advertistng that are being exploued and
the preture, 1s o our minds, a pretty grim
une.
On the politicul propagnnda front we
are prosided with some figures by Dr.
Robert of the Sture

in

nformation
the

course of heated exchanges with Mr.
Karl Baarslag regarding the activities of
the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on
investigations that six million anti-Com-
munist books had been distributed to the
United States libraries in either book,
serial or condensed form. One would
have thought that such figures would
warm the hearts of every democrat and
ex-Communist in the land. But no! Mr.
Budenz. one of the ex-C.Pers., indeed a
former member of the C.P.s national
committece and a former editor of the
American Duaily Worker, said on a
radio forum in Mackinac Island. Mich.
a couple of weeks ago that the American
communists had succeeded in establish-
ing “a little iron curtain over America™
and that it had become impossible (o
discuss freelv and fully the extent of
“Red penetration” in the United States.
Mr. Budenz who is now a professor at
Fordham University, New York, declar-
ed that “the little iron curtain keeps
United States citizens from understand-
ing Communist opecrations” and that
“this blackout of knowledge must be
balted al once by intelligent knowledge
on the part of leading Americans who
know the nature of the Communist

conspiracy and how it operates”.
Really, with six million anti-Com-
munist books in the libraries and all pro-
Communist books being burned or with-
drawn from libraries, what more does
Mr. Budenz want? Or is it that he was
¥ Continued on p. 4

able to secure the services of a Mr.
Pritt to see that the rules of the
game are observed. A Reuter re-
port from Nairobi (July 24) of the
meeting of the colony’s Legislative
Council gives an idea of how much
justice an African can get from the
courts. In the course of a debate
Mr. Whyatt, the Attorney General.
spoke of “the torrent of criminal
work pouring through the courts”.
In the past two months no less than
10,000 Mau Mau cases have been
brought before the courts—an aver-
age of one case being disposed of
every two minutes. He added that
the adequacy of the emergency
regulations could best be judged by
General Erskine who had author-
ised him to say he was “‘completely
satisfied” with them. Mr. Whyatt
also spoke of the difficullies of get-
ting evidence against the Mau Mau
(our italics)-

In view of the fact that the for-
malities of asking a man his name
and reading out the charge against
him and pronouncing him guilty
and sentencing him would take at
least five minutes (assuming that the
prisoner understood the language
and did not require an interpreter)
one wonders how much justice an
African can get in the courts during
kis two minutes’ appearance. Or
do they hold mass trials of a hun-
dred at a time, in which case one
must concede that the mass trial will
last more than three hours (about
the time taken in Franco’s courts to
condemn 30 men to death or long
years of prison)?

A question we would be tempted
to ask the Colonial Secretary is how
many death sentences. how many
years’ imprisonment. how many ac-
quittals were doled out by the
courts in the 330 hours (10.000 x 2
minutes) they took to complete the
trials of the 10,000 Mau Mau sus-
pects. And as a supplementary,
how long did each spend in cap-
tivity awaiting trial?

Last week FREEDOM showed in
relation to the Evans case. how
dangerous was the death penalty,
bearing in mind that in the event
of “a miscarriage of justice” there
were no hopes of redress for the vic-
tim. How much stronger is that
argument in Kenya or Malava,
where the legal machinery has been
so speeded up that it has become a
mere formality. and where a blood-
thirsty ruling caste has lost all sense
of values. even bourgeois values?

THE FOOD WAR

THE American delivery of food for
East Germany has unquestion-
ably upset the Russians and brought
into further prominence the food
situation of East Germans.
However. there is little doubt that
the American iniliative is inspired
more by political than by humani-
tarian aims.  Already on July 22
the Times’ Berlin - correspondent
wrote that “one unlortunate aspect,
perhaps, of East German  food
scurcities  has been the distressing
tewcleney  of some individuals  or
groups in the west (o make political
capital out of i, or o use it for
clettorul ends.  Without the co-
operation. or al least the tacit con-
sent of the Euast Gernan and Soviet
authorities, it is almost impossible
to work out any scheme which will
substantiudly alleviate conditions in
the Soviet zone™.
On July 25th the Times returned
to the sume theme in an editorial :

f “A lurge scale plan of relief requires

more than good will and supplies:
it depends for its success on detailed
planning and the co-operation of the
local authorities. Another condition
for success exists in East Germany.
As time goes on the political aspect
of the enterprise must increasingly
overshadow the humanitarian.”

Of course the Communists
very vocal about American
tions of the cold war™ as they call
the food. But Communists have
never scrupled to use food as a
bribe for votes at election times.
The English press defends the
American action and the Times re-
fers to American shipments of wheat
to Pakistan and speaks feelingly of

are
“muni-

the “unflagging generosity of the
Awmericans’”. More realistic critics

will however recall that America
now has an enormous wheat surplus
and a problem of storing it, so un-
flagging generosily is perhaps not
their only motive even if one for-
gets also the political capital.



THE DRAGON AND

tions. $3.00).

our time has been forgolten.  Foc Rex

jated 10 the modern world,

earlier carcer,

ceflain recognition,
few imporiant
pocts.

The Dragon wnid i
one jevel, an ac
of tavel mw Europe and the United
States, bul interspersed with and under-
SMDE the notes of ihe voyager appean
u4n amprassive  phiiasophic  re-statement
of the iibenarian posiion.  For Rexroth
15 & convinced anarchis of iong standing,
and his social phiiosophy iy as nexto-
¢ably mingled with hls pocuc vision as
Sheileyv™s cver was.

There is sult and bitc in Rexroth’s tale
ol his travels. The pretentions are pil-
laricd und the humblc are raised up; for
l\:x.rmn [T [ in his saure, and
fauits of s and pocls (as
dntinel from anurchism and poetry) are

contemporary

n

Jud Bare wah as much zest as those
af Teaxun money-grubbers or English

anobs. Onc’s feciing is thal Rexroth s
al homec only with the poor and the
rested-~by convenuionai standards, and
i s pood company o which 10 be at
zame, ! doupt & ine American bour-
gZeowsic arc likely w be much affecied by
commments on fher “cuiture”, or by
Tuz he pokes with grim mtent @l
Azcriean “love™.
1 fecly Dke ir's made of plasiic.
It smells dike it's perfumed with
Coal 1ar. 11 rustes like it's made
OJ s03a ocans. 11 looks like an
Abeiioned pee-wee gold course.
o s it wond s1eride
AS & crater af the moon.
Bt [ hope 1hat somie European unar-
ohes: at jcael will rexd und think over
Sy coymnenls op therr juck of touch with
Teainy.

“Onc could devioic several thousand
Iwsrds 10 a profitable wumuiysis of The
LDiragon and the Umicore. 1T you arc an
apugoary of 2 gastionomer, you will
Hod @ fuany oddmients there 1o inlerest
s as f sew are qgidiy inlent on e
of sociay Of fespOnasivefiess 10

!?,QH B.QOKSHOP

. OPEN DAILY
S TG FESA
u . Genergl Lel w

’1 a.z-i.ce.. j6.-

TURZAYS

membered long after most of the more
fashionable and brttly madern poctry off

yoth 15 a poer who, while his wdiom and
his view of existence are organically re-
has neverthe-
Jess conirived 0 reiain a direciness and
simplicity or diction and message whichi
stund in sharp contrast 1o the obscurity
of deliberation or :neptitude which dis-
nnguishes so many of his contemporarics.
His aloofness from cligue and coterie in

deserved for the exceiient wriling oI his
from /n What Howur on-
wards, but the sheer intrinsic merit of his
verse seems ai least 10 have received a
and Rexroth now
uppears 10 be 1aking his place among the
Amgrican

Cnicorn 15, va
COUNt 1N Verse Ol a year

a well constructed  picce o narrative
varse. But Rexvoth’s pnme merits, in
my opiuon, remam  ticstly his remark-
able power of descriptive cvocation in

AT . & clear und dircct pociry, and, sccondly
¥y ENNETH REXROTH'S new 'long his ability to use the same medium lo;

pocm, Thq Dregon and rh("U/u(‘orn, the terse and cloguenl statement of a
is a work wihiach, 1 behieve, will be re- philosophy which has rarely been ox-

pressed as well in prose.
no better than use the remainder of my
= space (after all, there have not been

Revolr of Islam) o quote an example of
cach Xind of writing which in itsell will
sllustrate these qualities, Firstly, 1 re-
produce a piece of deseriptive verse relat-
ing W the Californian Sicrras (Rexroth
is an enthusiastic Alpinist and much of
his tinest poetry has been writien about
the mountains):

recenl  vears has nubtaled. 1t scems,
againsi his having reccived the credit L PO and 1 bot like to

Look ar warerfally. Deep in

The mowuntains, { urn my skis

And puwse whcre black and white waiter
Breaks through the snow.  All about
My Jeet are 100sc crysials of ice

Formed by the mist, ay big as hands.
Ajrer @ long time 1 turn

And drop into the valley,

Manwisveing swiftlv over

Tumbled avalanche cones und snow
Covered rocks and through sparse thickets
Of draw) maples, their trunks not

Much thicker than my thumb and pale
Sidver grey.  Their winged samaras

Sull cling 10 them, a paler

Sibver yellow. fach iwig
Is tipped with buds, deep crimson,
Overlaid with fine black lines.
Like drops of congealing blood.
Here and there on the snow is
A skelcron of a leaf, thin
And frail as an X-ray picture,
lis flesh eaten by winter.

As for the philosophical sections of

The Dragon and the Unicorn, \hey pre-
sent an integrated siatement of a free

And I can do

muny Major anarchist poems since The

A Poem for Free Men

THE
L NICORN by Kennceth Rex-
roth. (New York: New Dirce-

society in which social realities are bound
together by a total realisation of jove, |
must Jeave it for the reader to follow
this statement 10 all s ramifications and
complications, but as an example J would
quote the following passage on the dis-
tunction belween community and collec-
tivity which illununates what | believe is
the fundamiental dislinction  between
hibertarian and other social philosophies.

A community of love is

A community of mudtual

Indwelling, in which cach member

Realises his toral

Liability for the whole.

A colleciivity is like

A cancer disorganising the

Qrganism which produced it.

The healthy organism

ltself, responds instanily,

As a whole, 10 the injury

To the slightest of its parts.

Those who by function. or the chance

Of historical accidens,

Have mercifully been shut of f

Erom the ravages of social

Parancia and cancer

Still possess the remnanis of

Community, and can begin

To widen and extend it.

This class, unfortunately,

Includes few white Americans.

Where it survives, connunity

Can itranscend history only

By becoming self conscious,

And its first step must be the

Stopping of the insanity

Of commodity production,

And the substitution of jree

Satisfaction of human needs.

The integration of these passages of
social thought with the narrative sections
of The Dragon and the Unicorn is close
and organis, and the poem as a whole
presents an impressive view of a world
in decay and the vision that can save it.

GEORGE WOODCOCK.

The Buddha

Il\ the Jast issuc of FRELDOM, @ COrrcs-

pondent, Max Flisher, takes me 10
sk for my analysis of th Buddhist role
in  Burmese  politics.  Anarchism, of
course, ¢un have no integration with any
religious authorily whatsoever, and it 1s
an illusion 1o believe that one can be
of “an anarchist turn of mind” as he
puts it, induced by the reasonings or
pricsts of whatever calibre. He may
well mistake scif-abnegation for personal
{iberation.

Like many Woesterners, he tries 1o
rationalise his beliefs by saying that
»Buddhism must be termed rationalist,
agnostic and free-thinking” and is an
ethical belief rather than a superstitious
onc. Lxactly the same excuses are made,
on a higher level, for Christianity and
other illusions. Even a Spanish Calholic
priest, exhibiting pieces of the eross 00z-
ing blood on Good Friday or some such
iwaddle, will explain to the hard-headed
that this is only a “represenmaiion’”, sl-
though he will not reveal the same thing
10 his flock.

Naturally one cannot say much agmt
the essential spirit of goodness, cic,, etc.,
that figures in place of God as the result
of a rationalisation of Buddhism, Chris-
tianity and other religions. Heinricn
Heine remarked that “perhaps this new
God-pure spirit this parvenu of Heaven
who is now so ethical, so cosmopolitan
and universally cultured, barbours a
secret rescnument against the poor Jews
who Kkeep reminding him in their syna-
gogues of his one-time obscure national
connections. Perhaps the old gentleman
wants to forget that he is of Palestinian
extraction, and that he was the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and that his
name was then Jehovah.”

Some similar remarks .mighl be made
of the Buddha, who seems 1o be trying

FREEDOM, by Maurice Cran-
stpn, (Longmans, 12/6d.).

MR CRANSTON has written a book

which has at Jeast a titujar qualifi-
cation for a review in Frecoom. Whether
his analysis throws any light on the sort
of moral and political problems which
anarchists must face is more doubtful.
Essentially his book is a very lentative
restatement of liberalismy (in the broad
sense) from the viewpoint of linguistic
philosophy.

The first of his three parts is probably
the most useful for any practical pur-
pose: it is devoted 10 clearing away in-
telicctual rubbish resulting from careless
or confused use of the word “frecdom’.
Belore we cun discuss freedom we must
be clear whal jt meuns or in what sense
1t is being used. But to illustrate the
pussibilities of confusion Mr. Cransion
unfortunately draws some  distinclions
which though understandable in theory
4re untrue in fact; in paruculer one be-
tween whatl he cails the *Progressive’ and
the ‘Romuntic’ view of freedom. These
he defioes respectively as \ 2
“freedom from ihe copnsirainls O

nature, freedom Irom disease and

hunger and lasccurity and ignorance
and superstition’ and

“freedom from the consirainls of ad-
vanced  politcai  nstitutions, from
Kingdoms, Lsapires and Churches.”
ie gocy 05 0 sy that lhese (wWo Iypes
9l Ircedom arc incomputiole, because
i ﬁ,g—b ‘©niy obtanable at the price
nicn, O npulsory cducation

;ﬁ-m-:_p.u. It does nol scem

hhs thiar whal suc-
DN o in furhan wellare

’ﬁ_ 8 01 s of rather thun
g 1"‘?#“” i

u,o_m
& Intany e the
'wuﬂ"“ "$ cd-'
L Hot s, us
Crav

holds weapons it scarcely dare use. Ad-
mittedly we arc told these things every
day by our newspapers but we have a
right to expect a more balanced judg-
ment from a professed philosopher.

Mr. Cranston’s critical ability shows
to grealer advantage in his examination
of words as distinct from facts, He
points out how the emotive and descrip-
tive content of a word may be separately
altered in various ways, as when the
Nazis preserved the ordinary connatation
of the word ‘democracy’ but used it as
a term of abuse, whercas the Stalinists
have more subtly cashed in on its favour-
able emotive value by simply using it to
denote something quite ditferent—com-
munist totalitarianism.

Some of the definitions of lib‘;Ly
quoted in this section are worth ponder-
ing. As the author points our, they
divide into those which describe freedom
as an unresiricted exercise of the will,
and those which describe it as obedience
1o some sor! of natural or fundamental
law. Hobbes gives us “Liberty, or free-
dom, signifieth properly, the absence of
opposition™; Locke, “Liberty . . . is the
power a man has to do or forbear doing
any particular action”; Kany, Freedom s
“independence of anything other than

.the moral law alone”; Leibniz, -“Free-
dom is sponlaneity of the intelligence”;
Hegel, “Freedom 1is necessity transfigur-
ed”; Heidegger, Freedom is “a participa-
tion in the revealment of what-is-as-
such’; Spinoza, "A frée man is one who
fives according to the dictale of reason
aione’; and Engels, “Freedom is control
over ourscjves and over external nature
which 15 founded on knowledge of

= xhibition
Cynthia Fuller
Coffce House

FAYING a0 exhibions in @ calé
VS, | osuppase, IWa pucpanaea;
firstly tw utiragt arosn and ard Jovers a
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A Study on Freedom

natural necessity.” After this imposing
barrage, and after a discussion of the
Marxist and Existentialist concepts of
freedom, the author has no difficulty in
disposing of Herbert Read’s atiempt 1o
draw a non-existent distinction between
freedom and liberty. Apart from a per-
sistent abuse of the word “libertarian™
in the sense of an anii-determinist, this
is about as near as he gets 10 a recogni-
tion that anarchists, 100, have thought
about this subject.

The general conclusion of this part is
that ‘freedom’ signifies only an absence
of constraints, a position which the
author admits js negative but he believes
to be defensible. This reduces freedom
10 the purcly subjective level, A's free-
dom w0 hit B on the head being the
antithesis of B's [reedom from being hit
on the head by A. To reduce words to
2 point where no confusion of meaning
is possible usually results in emptying
out most of their significance, as the
author recognises when he says that “to
proclaim bejief in liberty” (in his sensc)
“is no more than the prolegomenon 10 a
political opinion.” This is true in that
no libertarian fights for liberty in order
that men should be free 10 oppress, ex-
ploit and destroy other men; what is
needed, and what Mr. Cransion does not
give, is an idea of tne practical impor-
tance of liberty to-day such as Mill gave
for his generation.  His awareness of this
is shown when he concludes; “Nothing I
have said i1s intended 10 discourage any-
one from loving freedom. 1 have only
triecd to clarify its meaning.” Anyone
who could love what remains after the
baby has thus been empiied out with the
bathwater must indecd be warm-hearted,

The mosl inportunt izsue which the
book raises, but which i aor tully dis-
cussed, s whether men really want Ieee-
Jdom at the pre o the responsibaluy
which freedom entails. This s one oL
the basiv ssues Tor the hbertarian and
u i disappointing that it should be
treated so gursorily,

Though very usciul for cleanng the
pround of verbal traps, the weakness ot
the linguistie techaigue * becomes  Lully
apparcnt o the second part, where the
author gives thumbnail sketches of the
progress ot liberalism in England, France,
Gerpany sod America.  Historical wnu-
lyses by non-historiuns are always given
away by thewr peculiar baldacss and bar-
rcnm», their aic of h.nm,, been written
by somicone who has simplificd and tidied
‘what he has reud in @ history book, not
Mm (s\ILISuJ that 1t has already been
1o P‘"‘j probably beyond the
-1' mnphm.umn In the
the wasonscious  distor-
deni over-simplincation of
irand Russeli. In

— -
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o pass off in vedania and theosophical
socicties 1n the Wesl as a similar “cthical
cosmopolitan”! We had better lake g
look' at the god’s “obscure national cop-
ncctions” s India. The legend has it
that Sidharta Gautama “atlained enligh-
tenment” under a tree in Rajgir. This
trec has now much the same adoration
attached to it as the cross in Christianity.
The royal monk. Asoka, cut it down
when he was a pagan king, bul on b
coming a Buddhist venerated il, as i
had the habit of sprouling again. HE
jealous wife cut it down, and up popps
the tree again. After 2,500 ycars 1M
same tree still exists!  The epormsy
wealth exiracted from the peasants &%
built a shrine nearby that cost a fort
and has been emulated by si
pagodas throughout the Buddhist wo
Enlightenment?

Standards of poverly were enf@
upon  generation  after  geners
throughout the Buddhist world bl
of the desire of rulers to build
after image of the god Buddha, as
tama came 10 be considered. A
what exacting god, pleased at t
of his own image repeated ool
times in temple after 1emple 1hrog
the cast, the level of his freethou
be judged by the sacrifices offered
as the famous offerings placad bl

sing receatly on top of Mount Even

The Western cthical cosmops!lita
Buddha is not of much danger, p
exacting no rorced tributes in the
temples and images nor able 0 ¥
an army of lazy monks upon il
poverished populzation. Buli a &
political danger lies in such assum)
as made by Max Flisher in his B
He says “that it exists peacably
Marxism is mereiy a conunuaiion §
2,500 year old history of non~dogni
and benevolence”. 1 do not guite §
what he imagines the Marxist-Bud
~Red Siar™ Communists are doing &
jungles of Burma. They are nol pd
ably contempiating their navels any
than the Socialist-Buddhist Governss
but engaged in a long-drawn-out
bloody, iratricidal and tyranaical
While they co-ist “peaceably” as regs
each other, they do not do so for i
peaceable or benevolent purpose an
for non-dogmatism, it is hardly necess
to relate what happens 1o Lhose who &
not wish to fight alongside them. '

I have dilated on this subject becauss
Buddhism is litzle known in this couniry
except the watered-down variety. lo the
East, no less than the West, the gods, na
less than :the kings and leaders, have it
be desiroyed in men's miads Ssfore the
can hope for freedom.

INTERNATIONALIST.

e

any event what is said in this part,
whether or not correct, adds nothing to
what has already been said except to
show that “liberalism’ has beea used in
as many-ways in the past as it is to-day.

The last section deals very compeient-
Iy with the question of determinism and
free will. Having disposed ncadly of
Kan:, Bergson, Wisdom, Eddington and
others, the author himseif fais nto a
minor trap when he assumes that an
mwuitive feeling of tree will 15 incom-
patible with a sincere belief in Jeternun-
ism. - On the contrary, many Jdelernunists
admit 1o “feeling” that their will is free,
but reject this as illusory on ihe usual
scientific  grounds:  deternunist  theory
will obviously account not only for be-
lief in {ree will or belief n determinism
as a result of different pre-disposing cir-
cumstanaes, but also for “rechings” of
free wiil combined with behiel in deters
minism, or [or (hal matler vice versa.
But on this question generally Mr. Cran-
slon approaches, without ever quite for-
mulanng 0 himsall, the argument 1 think
he could not nmieet——that the whole issue
iy wrelevant o the main wpic of his
book which, though academic in treat-
ment, 15 in the last resort concernad with
problems in metaphysics, does not either
logically or psychologically make two
pennyworth of differeace in any practical
matter. Though a believer in free will
cannvt reasonably adopt a Cratalistic
attitude (though he may be constrained ‘
10 do so by a succession of discouragr
meats) a believer in determinism s never
solely by reason of his beliels precluded I

|

from striving hard after some object, i
other words from believing that his
actions can and will affect the course of
events. Thus whatever our beliefs the
important point is that we all ager as
though our wills were {ree; ard as this
15 a4 case where a particular belief has
no influence on actions it ¢an be classed
as melaphysical ie. one from which it
is impossible 10 draw any praciical con-
clusions. 1i is useless to say 1 should
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war” in Korea of over three years-

institution  necessary in
tles of the economic hife of com

i

ect  than

sodes.

o be

8l or ungenerous, but because
wre very much interested In
tanding the paradox of war.
s it that the declared ohjec-
of 4 given war are so rarely
ied?  And why is it that these
fealing procedures, so hateful
dinary people on both sides,
ftheless continue to occur and
end themselves aver years?

Juey to Future Dead

may wish lo lurn one's cyes
from a wur once it is dver, (o
§ the horrors and the pointless-
Il one has lost relatives or
§ 1n such struggles it is not
0 examine them objectively. or
'ept the conclusion that they
mical expressions of economic
d huve no idealistic content
sever.  Bul it is not right to
the deaths —an this case, over
lion— of 50 many combatants
ivilians without learning some-
of how to prevent the “need”
such Josses in the fulure. To
wars in (heir causes and
ation 15 a duty not only to the
ple who have lost their lives, but
ase who will die in future wars.

Frispom has repeatedly stressed
vonncction between the Korean
7 and the Americun stock market.
e consequences of a cessauon of
istilities huve been so frankly
e by fHinanciers that the “danger
peace™ s o term which has been
¢d quue unashumedly and with-
L any cynical relish. 1t simply
gesenty e acceprance of war us
misde of economy on the part of
sse who have most to do with the
ration of such an economy.

sienssly  the ending of the
afl witr, on this view, represents
ending of a phuse. 1t does not
3 why way diminish the depen-
of murkel eoonpnues 0N war

Il as a methad vt economy, and
crefore i offars no hopes of future
. No amount of bk in the |
swdicd  Nalons, or  spevulations

"z nges of hean” an the
i adter thus fact.

August 1, 1953

HAS KOREAN WAR

nger than the Spanish Civil War,
ot if one regards war as an econo-
the

ing greal powers. one would not
short-lived

ie dwell on this aspect of con-
rary wars nol hecause we are

tance mo 5 re no doubl heroic,
bul yef, l!ggnm accounts, far from
glorious.

aod be succewsful by using the same
mcthods and the same ruthlessness one

MERE is an heroic faith which may

derive |l ™ e
sources 1o u degree which | who amn not
an hero cannot assess, but the fatth of
the average man  and woman  Tests
matnly on its heing shared by other men
and women. (Jpe makes assumplions,
gives meanings o realily, conlorms 10
patlerns of behaviour. and finds one’s
piwn existence justified because of a con-
tinual, tactic. expressed or imagined ap-
proval of other people, however limiied
{heir number.  The secret of righteous-
ness, n fact. the belief of being in the
right. depcnds on a conscivus or uncl-
scious clever process of concentraling
_ t onc's auention on the people who share
ong’s purposes, interests and views, the
others bemng pushed out of focus as un-
mportant.

Jifered only in externals {rom Naziism
and Fascism, and would mare readily
inherit their structures and achievements
than tolerate the exjstence of allies lor
whom freedom and justice were a real
aspiration and not a means of deception.

Wherever a Communist party triumph-

ed. with or without the assistance of the
Russian army and secrct police, ‘lhc samce
iragedy was re-enacted over 2 wider area,
and millions were brutalized, a candition
of despair made the norm, man shorn
of cverything but his animal will to
survive. As for ihe countries that es-
capued communist donmupnation, life could
he tolerable, but who ever thought in
terms of solidarity with all the pcople
of the carth, and saw his destiny in the
light of the destiny of mankind. fell prey
10 a lecling of frustration, of powerless-
ness, of futility and absurdity and, al-
though in greater comfort, not Jess
deeply despaired.

What political course was then open
1o the idealist with cnough sensc of reali-
ties to have any illusions as to the
chances of success and net result .of his
actions?  Totafitarianism means  the
absorption. the conirel and co-ordination
of people’s actions jn one powerful
unity, and the factual if not legal sup-
pression of all power of initiative not
stemming {rom the pervous centre of the

(3
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Thus it was casy in England in the last
thirty years to believe in the possibility
or desiderahility of freedom, w the free
choice of ideals. in the reality of values
hacked by centuries of human thought
and cndeavour; it was casy to believe in
reason. in justice and goodness. It was
casy also to laugh at the abswrdity of
the state tdeclogics of totahtanian coun-
tries. and at the histrionics of their
leaders; it was casy to condemn or de-
precate, albeit il at ease, the millions

thai submilted to and cheered the State.  According {o this  definition
siranglers of their freedom. totalitarianism was nof confined to this
or thal country, but was a world

But in laly and Germany, and later  phenomenon. Post-war man, moreover,
in the countrics that fell under their Was prone to accept totalitarianism as

domination, ag cclipse of faith was ex-
perienced. often total and sometimes
fatal, which a persan who was not there
can only imagine, and even then not too
often and not for long. W was not al-
ways possible or very heipful to under-
stand why and how it was done. but
people of one's faith were made unrecog-
thizable or vnreliable overnight, the best
oncs disappeared, and crowds once varie-
gated, neutral and pacific, coalesced into
W homogenous one-voiced mass calling
destruction on thal very lype of man to
which onc belonged. jt was not only
those friends, that group or thai class
with whom one more or Jess identified
oncself that gradually shrunk and van-
ished, but also al) one's spiritual ances-
tors, the thinkers and martyrs of the past
to whom one went for inspiration, and
that humanity of the future in function
of which one thought, loved life and
fought, God, history, human nature, or
whatever constant one relied upon lo
shape and order onc's thoughts, scemed
1o have been taken ofl; it was as though
the very subsiance of rcality had played
one foul and freacherously passed over

natural and congenial. The world was
divided in two camps. and a third world
war was preached as avoidable or ending
in victory only on condition of tolali-
larian preparation. Any group and any
action that would run counter to the
needs and purposes of the central ap-
paralus preparing for war was imme-
diately discredited or attacked as plaving
imo the hands of the epemy. Com-
munist  activities and exploitation of
social demands in the West lent truth
to the argument. Another argument
was that it was foolish for example for
a pacifist or an anarchist to scorn the
arnty and the government of his country
when they were the only guarantees of
his being able to continue as a pacifist
or an anarchist.

According to the various circum-
stances of their life, and in particular
to their ability (o keep contact with
people of the same faith, men who have
fived through the last twenly-five or
thirty years as anarchists and enemies of
‘uoneyojdxa pue Aldagls Jo swioy [

UNPREDICTABLE MAN

will agree or disagree with the correct-
ness of my picture, and  conscquently
endorse, minimise or caulfon against the
Importance  and  sigrulicance  of  the
following.

Fiest, il a totajitarian state may still
appear all-powerful 10 the inmate of a
]z_thour €amp, it is passible for one out-
side (0 sec in it weaknesses and limita-
tions that are nol imposed by the exist-
ence beyond its frontiers of another
powerlul stale. The communist syslem
has its inner contradictions no less than
the capitalist.  The Marxian ctaim 10 in-
terpret, control and direct the course of
history has been given the lie at feast in
(wo instances, which prove that the mono-
lithic might of communism is a myth
and that its advance is all but unifinear
and irresistable.  Tito's rebeliion showed
that centrifugal forces could successfully
cperate within the Communist Family,
and the triumph of Mao-tse in China
pul a barrier to Russian imperialism in
Asia far more formidable than 1he
Anerican forces or American aid,

Secondly, the death of Stalin has
caused havoc in the Kremlin. and ‘par-
ricochet’ in all the local communist par-
ties, although it is still too early to
measure i1s magnitude. Communist
Jeaders both in Russia and abroad knew
until yesterday whom (o hate, whom (o
fear, and whom to obey, but now all
their certainties are shaken, while the
rank and file, and perhaps even the
soldiers in the Red army, may begin to
wonder what is the whole purpose of the
_btuing of people they have been carry-
ing on for years, and whether the ideo-
logy they have been serving is not radi-
cally at fauit.

Thirdly, as Russian propaganda be-

SPECIAL OFFER

The three new Freedom Press
publications advertised on page 4
of this issue arec offered to all
readers of Frcedom renewing or
extending their subscriptions for
a minimum period of six moaths,
at the special reduced price of
16/6d. (U.S.A. §3.00, post free)
instead of the published price of
22/-.

(This offer is only available to
readers ordering direct from
Freedom Press).

ORDER NOW !

to the tyrants. LEvent alter evenl proved
that the tyrants were right, country after
country fell under their sway, and hope
in the countries that opposed them dwin-
dled accordingly. The best place to be
in svis a prison, because thiere one met
people of vne’s faith, there was freedem
of speech, and the swelling number of
s ionmates showsad that the enemy had
not yet won the day. But to the prison
there followed the concentralion camp,
starvaiion and mass-murder, and there
was nothing more 10 see in man except
a life to be extinguished.

JEWS is trickling out from behind
the Iron Curtain of reprisals on

the part of the governments of the
Russian satellites against workers
who demonstrated or- revolted dur-
ing the mid-June uprisings. In
Eastern Germany strikers ure re-
ported to have been shot and long
terms of imprisonment handed our.
Frau Hilde Benjamin, who suc-
ceeded 1he disgraced Zaissev us East
German Minister of Justice (ironic
term) has declared that no mercy
will be shown 10 provocaieurs. The
death penalty continues to be im-
posed in Rumania for “‘activities
against the State”. (Red Hilde has
herself been replaced by Ernst Woli-

Fractically in every couniry al one
tme or another during the war an oppor-
tunny was offered and seized 1o take
up arms and fighl. The various resis-

Resistance could be carried op
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of wiew Kifea remarns as ug-

rably placed as ever.  South

remaing & potential Atieric
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weber, an old guard Communist).

On the other hand an attempt is

e being made 10 make severity against
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Altogether the book fudes vut rather
than Rpishes, with a curious Clieshire-
Cat effect which is really the lingering
hnm:muvm:n wl 1he sompleiy irelevange
of the last 1hitd of the boak.  Aller ao
snlereating cinvalar our of the fingiinws
of Ibciabivm o whigh we bave been
drivin ngxoralily past inteebig gsiuey
peeptog roumd ol corners, [he s auny
Corongnon cousch tappers, Mr. Covaton
pula a bul where wi surted wuh the
waibering rettectivn thay i owr enguiry s

eath”.  goven us some grounds for doubt aud
rif i beliel “without grounds tor
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REPRISALS IN EASTERN EUROPE

militants more pulatable, by the re- I

lease of prisoners whose “liberty
does not constitute a threat to the
Staic”. Releases from gaol and |
from concentration camps therefore
go puraliel with trials of militant
workers, and this process is going
on nol only in East Germany but
also in Hungary. 1t may be taken
as an indication of the extent to
which the Russian Empire in Europe
has been shuaken by the events of
June.

Workers Still Resist

Reports are still coming through
of continued resistance. Workers ate
staging go-slow and sit-down strikes
and demunding the release of their
comrades imprisoned after the up-
risings.

“Go-slow und sit-down strikes are
continuing in wany of the big State-
owned factories of East Berlin and
other industrial centres.  Refugees
say that recently East German nuli-
tary units were called in w suppress
workers'  demonstrations  in e
uranivym mines on the Czechoslovak
border.

“Further east the Russians have
dechored i state of emergency in the
Podish border toway of Goerlitz and
Zitww. A qurfew s a force, and
public meeungs are banned.  In the
neiphbourhood of these towans small
proups of partisans, both Polish and
Genpan, have attacked Russian con-
vays amd supply trains intended for

3

comes less aggressive and Russian diplo-
macy more accommodaling, the war
drive and  American supremacy in ihe
West lose their character of inescapable
necessity.  War may still come because
i may be the only chance for totalitar-
1anism 10 survive, but jt will be war out
u‘f loss of faith, and Joss of laith this
time on the pan of the 1otalitarians
themselves.*

Events in Germany, Poland, Czecho-
Slovakia, Jfungary and Russia show
clearly that their leaders have developed
a bad conscicncet, that the oppressors
arc coming o terms with the oppressed,
and that the latier are 1aking courage.
However uncertain of the future, they
are determined ta do all they can 1o
fybring the present dispensation to an
end. Out of terror and abjection men
affirm their indomitable will not to be
finally reduced to labour units, machines
or guinea pigs for sadistic experiments.
Once again. and perhaps on an unpre-
cedented scale, men are fighting against
their old haunting nighimare that might
is right.

I am not a prophet nor am 1 in a
privileged position 10 feel the pulse of
the world. In fact, the recent events
beyond the iron curtain may prove no
more than minor disturbances in a crisis
of succession. The death of Tiberius did
not spell the end of the Roman empire.
History is full of similarities and recur-
rences, but remains essentially unpre-
dictable. The truth is that man himself
is essentially unpredictable, and that is
the comforting truth we must be able
to read in the present situation. If
having survived despair we lapsed into
apathy and disillusionment, if we thought
that the power of the State could be
invincible and force men to behave and
think according to ils own requirements,
foreseeing and nipping in the bud every
challenge and rebellion, we have now
a proof of the contrary. It is spirit, in
the double meaning of the word, that is
invincible. Invincible because unsup-
pressabje because its modes, the where
and when of its emergence are unpre-
dictable. This unpredictabiity accounts
for the monstrous proportions of the
police apparatus in a totalitarian state
sach as the Russian where it has been
reckoned that ome man out of every
seven is a policeman of some sort. But
if the totalilarian state may overestimate
ihe force of spimt, 1 is certamnly not up
0 us to underestimate il. Lukewarm-
ness in our faith at the moment could
hardly be justified when people in other
countries, with harder reasons to despair,
have spirit to rebel. They may know
nothing of anarchism, but they are re-
belling against a totalitarian state, their
faith is that no state is or will be allowed
to be all-powerful, and with their faith
we can streagthen and confirm  ours.
Perhaps do something to strengthen
theirs.

GIOVANNI BALDELLI.

[*Our correspondent seems 1o hold the
view that a third world war will have a
potitical  basis  and  will  bhe  from
the other side of the Iron Curtain. This
of course is not the view of ihis paper
which has comtinually stressed the econo-
mic causes of war as aguinst the “ideo-
logical”—EDITORS.]

[tNor do we believe thar peliticiuns und
dictators are governed by good ar bad
consciences. bur by cxpediency. They
give ground with the firm intention of
retrieving it when it is the right moment.
Lenin called it a “Strategic retreat’”'—
Eprrors.]

CARTELS RESTORED
IN JAPAN

T'HE Lower House of the Japan-
L exe Pardiament to-day passed a
Bill 1o allow a revival of cartels ia
Japun, subject 1o certain Govern-
MEN Controls.

The “Big Three” pre-war cartels
of Mitsui, Misubishi and Suiitomo,
andd about seven others, were split
up mto smaller tirms under the
Allied  occupation. and  an  anti-
monopoly law was passed 1o prevent
them  from sceiting themselves up
agn.,

To-day Mr. Yoshida's Govern-
nment won the approval of the Lower
House to wlier this law. 1t claimed
that cartels are more efficient than
W mass of small firms, and that
Government controls will protect
the public against abuses—Reurer.

their occupation forces.”
(Qbserver, 26/ 7/5).)

r repart declared that at
, on the Czech bor-
2 had broken vu between
| e Uranium miners,
Cminers bud been pul
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Krupps have been reconstituted
wm Germany, and now the great
Japanese combines which were be-
hind the Japanese war against China
are 10 be revived also. Once again
is demonstrated the power of an
cconomic  system to override the
common sense and expressed wishes
of ordinary people.
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FREEDOM’S “ REFORMISM?”»

ANARCHIST IDEAS IN INDIA

Ghandi. and still voicing the original

Anarchist

T the tme of the “Anarchist trial™ a.

the Old Bailey in 1945, an English

friend then in Indii wrote to me that (he

exlensive  reporting of  the

The conduct
untamiliar

India.
was nat

of the

considerable sympathy,

Since then, while anarchist ideas can-
not be said 1o have spread like wildlire,
miroduction of modern anar-
] sav “mod-

the slow

sedilion
charges made an impressive demarché of
anarchist ideas on the new gencration in
authorities
fo those who had
grown up under imperialist rule. and the
nature of the views under fire received

Gandhian principles. as distinct r’rm}n the

official Gandhi-veneration to which all
parties bar the cxtreme right pay lip-
service. Over the past ycar {as can be
seen {rom a mere glance at the index to
volume XVI—1932-53) his informed
articles on Russian economy and the
illusion of “communism™ in Russia, as
well as Lhose on profit cconomy in
general and the monetary system, have
reached the Harijan public. On rcading
other people's arlicles in Harijan it is
patent how far these criticisms have in-
fluenced them,

During the past few months, there has
heen an increasing tendency on the part
of the editors of FREEDOM 10 come Lo
terms with the outside world, and 1o give
praise as well as blame. Kind words
have been said about actions by the Con-
servative Party and the British Press, 1n
spite of the fact that these right actions
have been done for the wrong reasons. It
has been lefl to the readers to provide
the uncompromising attitude, and the
clash between the two points of view
has occasionally reached the point of
viciousness.

implicitly state). is that no government
can survive if i continuously ingnores
the wishes of its people.. The old anar-
chist cry was that not only was there no
such thing as a good government. but
neither were there such as “better” or
“worse”. Time seems to have made g
difference to the latter.

I do not wish to agree or disagree with

the modification in outlook. | merely
comment on its significance.
Thornton Heatlr, July 13. P, J. Hiich

Editing?

Woodcock's  articl:
“Among The Liule Magazines™

The duality of Mr. Woodcock’s Anar-
chist thinking is a strange contradiction.
On one hand he is pleased to find that
liberty for the writer exists in “Inferno”
but on the other hand hec finds that a
more ‘‘catholic™ job of editiing 1s beuter,
Liberty is good. but a litls
less liberty is in hetter taste. ¢h. Mr.

chisi thought has begun.

Woodcock? This is fne Anarclusé

ern’ because - therc does cxist an old
libertarian tradition in India, with an
cmphasis on deceniralisation and inde-
pendence from the Siate. which imperial
rule and local political parties have
sought steadily to destroy. A libertarian
movement to-day il it arosc would not
be dependent upon “imported ideas” but
upon an age-old manifestation no less

While the Gandhians have many points
out of common with Anarchists, such as
their mysticism, non-resistance, belief in
prohibition and some other points aris-
ing therefrom, they are tending to stand
increasingly neacer the Anarchists on
many other issues especially in the re
afirmation ol a peasani economy and
decentralisation.

Evidence of this new “line” was given
in the article on the East Berlin riots
(FREEDOM, June 27). The concessions
bestowed by the East German govern-
ment were shown as a result of pressure
by the people. In other words the work-
ers had shown thal if they organized
themselves they could make those in

[{1 is indeed heartening to learn thai the
readers of FREEDOM are more uncom-
promising than the Editors in their
attitude 10 the “ourside world”, particu-
larly since the general criticisin rthat is
generally levelled ar us is that we “live
in the clouds”.

But our correspondeni goes a hit too
far when he draws the conclusion that

juried shows because freedom means th
freedom to exhibit onc’'s work witho
going through judgment for the peril
sion to be an artist.
thousand poems a month or a thousd
poems a year—what does it matter
they are choscn—-the important thing

If we published

indi i f . { i ‘i i thal the poet is being given the OpjS

ndigenous to India than to other coun- INTERNATIONAL(ST. power act in accordance with their N ! ‘ : p

:ric"gand src uiring oaly its lransforma- : ) ARl wishes. ”_"’ original article on ihe Last Berlin | wnity to be read. The good I-
¥ . riots suggested thai by organiswjon the | nuggets” will remain in memory ‘ / 14

tion irom a philosophy and instinctive
ideal 10 a modern revolutionary trend.

people could make governments act in
accordance with their wishes. What we
do suggest is thar no govermment can
continne to function unless these is sonte
kind of co-operation from some section

To those who, like myseli, believe in
the power of non-violence, the events of
the past few days come as no surprise.
The more obviously totalitarian a gov-
ernment, the more vital becomes ‘co-

the bad stuff will be forgotten:
this belter (and healthier) than read
periodical where each writer seel
carbon copy of one another? Evig
of Mr. Woodcock's type of edilin
be found in all the conservative a

VALUES AND THE
FACTS OF LIFE

Abeady in Bombay a libertarian pub-
lishing centre has issued books on Aqar-
chism and allied subjects in English,

Hindi. Gujerati and other languages, and
the present availability of Anarchist
classics and theoretical works is a great
step forward.

The work of our old comrade M. P.
T. Acharva is, in particular. a strking
instance of what one man can do. An
Anarchist of many vears standing. in
Russia and Germany before returning
from exile some years ago, he has des-
pite ill-health, poverty and increasing
years, formed a wide audience for anar-
chist ideas. His articies in the vernacular
Kaiser-i-Hand (under the pen-name of
Marco Polo) dealing with political and
economics of the day (some of which
have been reproduced in FReepoMm from
time to time) pull no punches. Our own
Press Council might pause from their
weighty deliberations wherein the news-
papers with the smaller circulations
attack those with the larger, and reflect
on the fact thal no equivaleni journal
in England would dream of allowing so
flagrant a rebel the opportunity of ex-
pressing his own opinions!

A striking success must be registered
with M. P. T. Acharya's articles in
Harijan. This is the paper founded by

FOREIGN COMMENTARY

¥ Continved from p. 1

hinting at the fact that the withdrawal of
his own books by McCarthy’s boys an
unfriendly act?

WHO ARE THE
‘BOMB THROWERS?

N A4P. report from Vienna (July 22)
4% gates that a Bucharest court has
sentenced three persons to death and
four others to heavy prison terms on
charges of “terrorist activity”. Radio

Although | do not profess to follow
all of Giovanni Baldelli's philosophical
thought process 1 am in complete agree-
ment when he states that anarchism “is
a world and life-affirmation™. At the
same time if values are not in accord-
ance with facts they should be discarded
always with the realisation that we can-
not know the full facts of our existence
and must o some extent rely on our
intuition and sometimes to accept the
verdict of results without always know-
ing the why. The mistake largely to-day
is 10 start with values and try 1o fit facts
to them. A life-affirmative attitude
should enable people to accept the facis.
of life and base their behaviour on these
facts.

The scientific method in so far as it
is specialist tends to base its findings on
certain facts. This may not however be
the fault of the method.

Colchester, July 20. ALAN ALBON.

COMMUNITY

[ am sure that Alan and Joan Albon’s
letter on a Community will find many
active supporters among anarchists and
others.

There must be quite a number of
people (non-complacent) who are at the
moment sick to death of our present
system and are seeking a constructive
life to lead, and this community is per-
haps just the thing they are seeking. But
it is all very well for us to talk. What
about action? As I am sure that the
Carnegie Foundation is not likely to
provide the capital needed for the venture
we must provide it ourselves. Perhaps
other readers of FREEDOM will have some
constructive suggestions to make.

Kettering, July 12. E. NEHMS.

operation™. . Passive submission is not
cnough, the whole propaganda machine
becomes tuned (o the one aim of making
the people cnthusiastic. So long as the
peoples wants are satistied, all goes well.
But it is quite obvious that under their
present conditions, the workers have no
interest in raised norms and are refusing
to “play fair™, The one possiblc criti-
cism of this point of view and one which
caused many intellectuals to leave the
pacifist movement, namely the power of
indoctrination, seems to be smashed o
the ground.

All this you may agree with, but the
principle [esson to be learnt, (as you

of the population; that a government will
resort fo violence in implementing s
will in proportion to the opposition it
meets. Since the majority of people
have been brought up to believe in gov-
ernment, and still believe in this institi-
tion, they obviously can make a distinc-
tion between ‘‘good”, “indifferent”, or
“bad government” according to how
closely it represents what they consider
to be their interests. To anarchists such
distinctions are difficulr 10 make, since
their social conceptions discard the whole
idea of government as harmiful to uman
development. As Kropotkin showed, long
ago, anarchists do not even believe in
“Revolutionary governments' .—EDITORS].

POPE,

“Internationalist™ in his interesting
contribution Pope, Polo and the Prince,
(FrReepoM July 4) is more entertaining
than informative, and clearly over-
reaches himself when he comments on
the supposed struggle between “Protest-
antism™ and “Catholicism™ brought into
relief by the Coronation oath. As for
the infiltration of Catholicism into “Pro-
testant churches”™ by way of Anglo-
Catholicism, such a misconception can
only arise from his identification of the
Catholic Faith with the Roman Church
exclusively as the context clearly shows,
Roman Catholics must indeed be dis-
appointed with the meagre results of
these comspiratorial activities for the in-
fluence of a tiny minority of Anglican
papalists in the Church of England is
manifestly negligible and likely to remain
so, such an authoritarian, legalist temper
being happily foreign to the Anglican
ethos in spite of an inherent tendency to
Erastianism due to the State connection.

Many theories about our religious his-
tory and customs have founderad in an

POLO & THE PRINCE

inadequate appreciation of the true
pature of Ecclesia Anglicana. The
Church of England asserts the great,

positive principle of a non-papal Catho-
licism, though it is true that she may
fairly be described as Protestant in an
historical sense having regard to her re-
jection of the doctrinal perversions of
the Papacy. The oath which the Sov-
ereign repeats at the Coronation Service,
and which safeguards the *‘Protestant
Succession™ should, therefore. present no
great difficulty to the enquirer. The
House of Hanover notwithstanding. the
English Church is still able to reconcile
the Protestantism. which sought to purge
her spiritual inheritance of superstitious
error and the Catholicism which is
native to her genius.

Until “Internationalist” can disentangie
himself from the consequences of a
faulty appraisal of the religious and
social trends which have contributed to
the establishment of the ties between the
Anglican Church and our constitutional
monarchy his estimation of these very

actionary magazines in the US. a
Perhaps one of the reason
Anarchist Non-Movement has withens

very catholic. so full of Freudian 8
and so very dull,

What Mr. Woodcock was chidi
“Inferno” is actually Anarchist Ed
Lesiic Woolk HEDLE

San Francisco, July 8.

MEETINGS AND
ANNOUNCEMENTS

LONDON ANARCHIST

AIR MEETINGS

Weather Permitting
HYDE PARK
Sundays at 3.30 p.m.
TOWER HILL
Tuesdays at 12.30 p.n.
INDOOR MEETINGS
column for announcement
new meetings in September.

NORTH-EAST LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETINGS
IN EAST HAM

Alternate Wednesdays

GLASGOW

real forces in our national life will re-
main unimpressive and of little value
to the serious student.

Leeds, July 10.

Bucharest announced Salurday. Accor-
ding to the report, the group had placed
a time bomb in a state-owned store on
ec. 31, 1952, which injured 12 employ-
ees.

OUTDOOR MEETINGS
from now until further notice
P. M. M. HuGGon. &

MAXWELL STREET,
Sundays at 7 p.m.

With Jobn Gaffney, & others

E. A. GUTKIND

The Expanding Environment
The End of Cities— The Rise of Communities

In this essay Dr. Gutkind endeavours to show why life in cities and
in the country as we experience it to-day has become meaningless.
A short historical survey—illustrated by more than 20 striking photo-
graphs—demonstrates the development of cities during the last two
thousand years. This leads 1o the conclusion that we are to-day at a
decisive (urning point where mere reforms however well intentioned
cannot solve the overriding problem of finding a new social relationship
between man and group and between group and environment.

One of the main themes of this book is the interdependence of
scientific thought, in particular of cosmology and the new ideas ol space,
and the character and shape of our physical environment. The Expand-
ing Universe and the Expanding Environment follow in their structure
the same principles. A new scale, a new mobility and a new oneness
are the maj s of this parallel development which leads 10 the
emergence rpose of life. This trend is bound to result in
the End of Cities and the Communilies, in a richer personal life
and in a spirit of co
70 pp. - Y

It would be interesting 10 know the
olitica} affiliations of these ‘“bomb
owing lerrorists”. They could hardly
ymmunists, and had they been anar-
sts we are sure we should have been
just to keep alive the old myth
it anarchism being synonymous with
hrowing. Perhaps after all, they
iends of Western democracy,
gh we would hate to associate the
1 pame of “Democracy” with bomb-
ing—at least other than with block
er- atom- petrol- bomb throwing!

W LAW IN
AYA

NDER the Emergency regulations in
Malaya il is a crime to refuse to
bccome an informer, or to give food to
the “bandits™, or to be in possession cf
weapons, etc. One had thought that
every possible crime had been legislated
r. But we were mistaken. The
alayan government last week publish- !
ed new laws making it an offence for
nyone 10 huy, sell or possess bulIMproq[
aring apparel without license. It is,
other words a crime to protect your-
om a bullet which is offic [
“urn
a0

ARE AMERICAN

INDIANS AMERICANS? ) )

e MANCHESTER
SAN DIEGO COUNTY, California, LIBERTARIAN GROUP
declares that Indians on reservations :

are ineligibie for social security benefits. Meetings at

Superior Judge Arthur L. Mundo, on LAND O’ CAKES HOTEL

appeal by friends of the Indians, ruled Gt. Ancoats Street, (by Daily Bxpress)
last February 4 that the real test was at 7 pm. on 2nd & qth Sundays in
not “if they are Indians. but if they are every month. Fuly 12, 26, erc.

needy and otherwise qualified to receive Bnquiries to :

State aid.” Now San Diego County = J. Pinkerton, 12 Alt Road

seeking 10 have this verdict overthrown, Ashton-Under-Lyne, Lancs,

and the Association on American Indian
Affairs is waging a court fight on the
Indians behalf.

The Catholic weekly Anierica, in
commenting on the case, asserted: “If
any people in the United States are en-
titled to the full rights of citizenship,
they would seem to be the descendants
of the original Americans. who lived here
in freedom belore any and all immi-
grants from outside.” A court ruling in
Arizona last March held that the State’s
legistature could not deny Indians social
security rights.

Lo
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That is the extraordinary state of affairs
in this mid-twentieth century where the
natives of a country have less rights than
those who have occupied their countries
to bring them “civilisation™! And this
ondition is not limited to the Indians of
\s but exists in va.st areas of Africa

ed 11“[ stone-cold, for v
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e |
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