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“The laws arce the codified w
of the dominating classes .
a rebel or an innovator is alwa
guilty before the laws made fi

conservation,”
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Threepence

P FEW weeks ago at a conference
gponsored by the Oxford Com-
gec for Fumine Relief (FREEDOM
b August. “Food & Poverty™)
% Bovd Orr suid. the problem of
world today is whether Govern-
ts will have the intelligence to
the enormous new powers given
s hy science for the benetit of
world. and appealed to them to
Boperate for mutual advantage.

Ri.hard M. Titmuss, on a similar
Biii-. discussed the problems of the
psponsible society’ in u B.B.C.
frd Programme broadcast. in
th he submitted that:

A4 fundamenial 1s how we dis-

- L2
b= oul wcreasing  afffuence;  the
*» which we collectively decide to
gurselves. to benefit others: and the
g o which we bring under public
the exerciae of arbitrary econo-

o IWET,

walicit in both cases is a cntic-
o1 Western Democracy and its
pirc 10 egualise the distribution
celth. This failure 1s summed
pb: Orr when he says:

. Wew grows food not 1o fzed
¢ pzopie. bul 10 make a profit.

jerussing the situation of the
werless groups in society, the de-
fns=nt poor. the sick and disabled.
mentally affiicied, the feckless
% the obscure. Titmuss questions
velue of existing social policies
tazsc terms:

=Wqll-intenuoned  welfare  legislation
a0 not. he el suffice. Nor is it
ugh 1IN 32 ancreasingly  prosperous

10 ciamm, for instance. that the
pwores: filth oi the pation are sharing
incremncd wealth, To take up
Bl = position. 10 set this as our objec-
“Live, &7 :mple that in absolute terms
we snzl| be accepting a society of more

* reia‘nvely more social in-

-
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From American  sources he
quotes. n a period of unpreceden-
ted economic growth, the propor-
tion of old people with low incomes

more than 50 per cenl.—was Vvir-
tually the same in 1957 as in 1947,

From the book. The Waist-High
Culture, he quotes an American
critic of his own society.

“We are breeding a new tvpe ol
human being: a guy with a full belly, an
empty mind, and a hollow heart. 1t is
the age of the shrug.”

It is also the age of passive ignor-
ance about ‘“‘the obscure powerless
groups™.  Titmuss compares the
growing affluence in Britain with
the lack of knowledge about the
incidence of poverty and the stan-
dards of living among the old and
other dependent groups. He equates
our own conditions with American
society and states that there may be
seven to eight million people today
“living precariously . close to the
margins of poverty.”

Titmuss points out that the social
welfare services have benefited most
of those who have needed it least.
and that the corresponding growth
of the ‘social welfare firm’ has been
largely concentrated on the better-
off third of the population.

In considering the concentration
and combination of economic
power, he views with alarm the
accumulation of immense funds in
the last decade in the hands of in-
surance companies and insurance
trusts. The staggering accumulation
of funds invested in the amalgama-
tion of compunies and the growth
of control over the ‘‘economic sur-
plus™ places too much power in the
hands of private enterprise which.
in the words of Titmuss is:

A polential power concentrated in
relatively few hands which can affect
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Music by Muzak

I v
while you sit on  tha
uzak  while vou
von, Muzak when

you get there. You will think of
t 1ngs ke TV 'ind_zlcs and ice-cream
imes  as déighlful. sentimental

memories—rather like the organ-
prnder and the muffin man You
will look forward to the roar of the
next jet-plune that passes, in the
hope that it will drown the scientifi-
ally planned tranquillizer that per-
tually afHicts your eurs.
Edward Hyam's wife is
 dnvenn crazy by u constant
Kent. Already organ-music
heard on the MI near
ready furmers in India
musit 10 their rice-fields
e rRx-[Rants like 1t o lot, what-
#er 1 pluyed) rather hike un wudi-
e @l th= Proms.  Jt used 1o be
ought (hat thers was s Music ol
the -‘.ﬁrhi.‘:i. ugste by the other
plancts as Wisy cuinbrowly dunccd
round our owsn  In 1984 4 Martian
fying-saucer appn_ﬁdnug the Lurih
will hear st the Muwic of the
Spheres. but the Muzak of the Scrls.
no doubt 1t will wurn batk gt once
But what will you du. gentle
reader?  Will you gut the loud.
I wirgs., and be senl away
peyehiatnc ticatmem?  or will
u do t mes  Thur Oy
e - he
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Richard Titmuss on the Affluent Society

Poverty in the Midst of Plenty

many important aspects of our ccono-
mic life and social values . . . account-
able, in practice to virtually no one.

In these circumstances govern-
ment plays a ‘dwindling role’, and
Titmuss believes that one conse-
quence is the “muflling of social pro-
test and the spread of conformity”
which will leave social welfare to
the whims of private enterprise.

Titmuss may well ask :

“Where do we look in future for the
men. the movements and the values that
will continuously nourish the social
conscience?”

The Labour Party has dismally
failed to offer a real alternative to
laissez-faire capitalism. As Peter
Townsend, himself a socialist, wrote
in the New Statesman (26/9/59):

The party now seems to be character-
ised by a diminished attachment to
moral and social principle and by a cor-
respondingly greater concern with piece-
meal reform . . . and there is a notice-
able shifting of feet whenever there is
the slightest suggestion of using taxation
as a weapon for social ends.

Titmuss is not fooled by “well-
intentioned legislation™, but his view
that the dwindling role of govern-
ment in social policy making muf-
fles social protest, suggests that the
alternative would be government by
conscience.

It is on the solution of social in-
equality that anarchists take issue
with the social reformer.

Their alternatives to what we
might call a complete social revolu-
tion may seem more realistic in
existing society. but we would not
today be discussing inequalities in a
time of economic prosperity if the
alternatives had not failed to pro-
duce results.

It is quite unrealistic to say that

a change of government with the en-
B Coatinued on p. 4

NEWS CEHRONICIE:

ASHINGTON, Mon-

day.—Hundreds of
babies and children are
verging on starvation in
the proud city of New
Orleans today because the
Louisiana Legislature re-
fused to give their mothers

welfare help.

For two months 6.000
mothers with 23,000 children,
mostly Negro. have been
struck from Louisiana State
welfare rolls.

Loulsiana's new guitar-
playing Governor, Jimmie
Davis, pushed through the
legislation with the aim of
reducing the number of Negro
welfare reciptents and reducing
the number of Negro volers.

‘The legislation by the new
governor is clearly designed o
put pressure on the Negroes in
New Orleans who are trying to
get their children into white
schools,

Just o nﬂ;uclll_

Reflections on the ¢ Herald®

Hand-over

AN INDEPENDENT PRESS?

"INDEPENDENT—Outspoken" is
how the Daily Herald is adver-
tising its newly-won freedom from
the strings that have tied it to the
T.U.C. and Labour Party since its
inception in 1911. The implication
is thut up to now it has been neither
independent nor outspoken, presum-
ably because the T.U.C. had editor-
ial conuol over the paper by virtue
of 1ts ownership of 49 per cent. of
the stock of the Dusly Herald (1929)
Ltd. Does the fact that
ionud Press > independent of vcontrol
by the political parties adutomaticadly
guarantee s editoriul indepen-
dence? OF course qot! Not oaly (s
the Press e business o ke o
profit. but where i can also reflec
the purvculur political or other in-
terests of the controthng individuals
or groups without jeopardising ity
girculation, it will do so in the niost
outspoken mumer (ev the Beaver-  but
brook newspapers).  And Odhams
Press, whe prnt the Il)ui-lj' Herald
are no excephion to this rule. Their
wish to be indepeadent  of  uny
Cdllll)riﬂl control hy'.lhn‘ TLC i
not a matier of principle. but
question of business. ter all, in
. . when the
ir o of more J  the

o the largest i 1t 1

new

thie losses
they
more capit
had u free hand.

sull hold 44

ght  that o

world, there wus no talk of severine
the T.U.C. connection'! v
that its circulation is one of the
lowest umong the populur National
Press and Odhams are losing about
£300.000 a year has the “disadvan-
tage” of the T.U.C. onnection been
discoverel!).

Only now

I spite of the fact that nearly 14
million people buy the Daily Herald
Odhams
the Nut- kil

prepared o
| I

were  quite
the newspaper if the

would not sign @ 25-vear agreement
which
obligution o

poticies of the
trade
for any itlusions that the controllers
of our Mational Press are primarily
concered witl service (o the pubhic.
And shoct of publishing the puaper
itselt the 1°U.C had no alternative

Herald Trone iy
support  the  specitic

Labour Party
nmovement.  So much

freed thy

ulon

demands.

o aceept Oudhams’

For in the tist place. Odhams and
et the .U C. have been standing

and in the second place
were only prepared to pour
Al into the Herald il they

e wall

arrangement  the l_.l_ . i

l ‘u per cent. of the stock

Lt 3 ay 14 hiilve
yotigtions 1y weil

4 prnl}[hhlc Herald

N order to jomn
race.
spending £3 nullion on the “inde-
pendent’ Daily Herald.
der in what way those millions will
be spent and what form that “inde-
pendence’ will assume in the end?
Indeed,
newspaper be that seckhs to compete
i the mass circutation race?
are rumours of a mereer with the
News Cloonicle.
that since the latter took over the
Manchesier
years 4go inoan stitempt to build up
ity talling circulatton, 1t has fallen
off as w serious popular newspaper
and stll ats circukition has contin-
ued o drop.
to believe

papet
predecessor?
to understand how o paper as bad
Since under the s
1.40C.000 copics, but like the News
Chronicle it was obviously not bad
cnough 1o compele for circulation

would show a return for their stock
if nothing else!

W

circulation
talking  of

the
are

Odhams

We won-

how independent can i

There
There is no doubt
Daily

Disparch  three

[s there any reason
that with or without a
the andependent  Daily

flerald will become a more seriou
than s

T.U.C.-controlled

We find it difficult

Daily Herald could  sell

¥ Coatinued oa p. J
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BOOK REVIEWS

THE INDIAN REVIVAL

APOLOGIES TO THE IROQU
stady of THE MOHAVWKS |

N HIGH STEEL, by

OIS. by Edmund Wilson, swith a
Joseph

- Mitchell, W, H. Allen, 36s.

?\,IOST paople. il _lh':_\ think ar all
& abour the American Indians today,
ook upon them as a dying people tuckad
away in reservations. This piciure was
probably 2 truz Ong sOMZ years age.
and it may be true of somz of the iribes
taday., but it s not the case with the
Iraguois.

Edmund Wilson cames 1o know ahout
them because some of thzm. who had
peen deprived of their homes by the
sonsiruction of the St Lawrsnces Seaway,
had squansd on land adjoining some
pzoperty he ownsd. Theyv claimed the
iznd was thairs by right of a trzaty of
1784, H:z wen: to visit their leader :n
this movz. Standing Arrow, and thus be-
an 12 find out about the moedern Red-
SEIDS.

“In 1he summer of 1957. a young
Fnzlish writsr came to visit me in the
linzls 10w in upstale New York in which
I have since childhood spesnt many of
Dy summers.  As we ware dnving back
cne day from the county fair. I ratailed
with an arr of awthornty. a scrap
sion which | had only lately

soguiced: that ths n2me Adirondack
meant. “They ezt rark’. and had been
zpriied by ceruain Indians 1o other

ind:ans thar wed in the mouniains which
s2re visible. 2s we drove, in the distanca.
M visitor asked me whar had become
@f :he Indians, and ] replied thar there
ognix 2 few of tham left szatterad
i raserviions He inquired abowr the
Mohiczns. znd 1 10ld him thev were the
szme =5 the Mohawks ™
Ths sommarnses 50 wall the average
Zans .22 of the modern Indian. The
m=s? of the boox 35 in ths nawure of an
Zp0 for such ignorance.  (Th: Mohi-
¥Rs. DY 1n- Sav. were in fact the deadiv
snsmizs of 1he Mohawis) Inspired by
Lonel independenc: movaments in
Asa. the Iroquois zre sesk-
:n.  Thzy look upon them-

g &y 7SS aooin.

selves as an independent p2ople stilf,
living in their own country, the reserva-
tions, and not in the United States. The
older generations often have difficulties
in speaking English, and many of the
yvounger people use a slightly odd phrase-
ology. the result of thinking in Indian
and speaking in English (or American).
In fact. although quite capable of coping
with the modern world, they live very
much in a world of their own, an Indian
world. Onz would get the same effect,
or something like 11, if anarchists in
England spoke Basque among themselves,
had their own ceremonies, songs and
dances. a matrillneal family organisation,
and various areas set aside for their ex-
clusive accupation, on the South Downs
say., or in Ashdown Forest and elss-
where.

The thing however which distinguishes
the lroquois revival, and that of the
other Indian tribes who are seeking to
emulaiz them. from the national indepen-
denc: movements in Africa and Asia,
and from the experiment of Israel, is
that the Indians are not trying to build
up a powerfu] state on the European
model. which they could hardly hope 0
do in aany case, they are trying to live
their own lives free from outside inter-
ference. Thelr way of life is very dif-
ferent from that known to Europeans,
Americans and Europeanised Africans
and Asians. Ii is based on the matri-
archal clan, a form of social organisation
that Europe said goodbye 1o at ths time
of the Roman conauests. [t is a form of
society that has elements in common
with the anarchist Free Society.

This becomes evident in the author’s

Non Violence &

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP

CPEN DAILY
iOper 8 ar.—635 pm_ 5 pm. Sets:}

New Books . . .
Yo Mocow and Zeqond
: ~oa=se Sshubery 25,/-
Keprints and
Cheap Ediuons . . .
Celetiod Jourtsinm Crzrphe) 1378

Zurning Srignht

%o Dutsces Eoitic Aok
Cap o Seic

Sty

Freror '#iitag oa
Ao= G : L

Foe Bier: Bigerimem
B Caeid

Yo Cacllcrge 24 vor Time

orciden Fmavie oL Ley
Yee Piei: 050 ' Keoden

Tre Eroze Calls
War a3 Cims
Plotimnin Mot 4/

Fawplider . . .

Iae Boize: Song tae H

N

Perivdicals . . .
Tre Flumeaist, -
Tae Ullv."\, Lok

Ksrefs zars i g
sae find it Sca
aﬁ ssarcred f
{oura!

Postuge {rec on a
Obtainable

Direct Action

B~ Continued on p. 3
cffort, of being kind 10 glaziers. Others
anlicipate injury, destruction and vandal-
jsm. To look ar it in this way would
be 1o regard direct action as an impul-
sive thing, when its real value is that it
symbolisss the workzars' revoll. Why
should we not therefore use this direct
action for the antainment of our ideals
of peace and fraternity?

We must invisage its use in sabotage
of war preparation and the disorganisa-
tion of thz war cconomy. We must use
it against militarism by collzctive refusal
10 pay taxes for war and national de-
fence. by reiusing 1o become soldiers
and by organising fraternal uid for thosz
who lake Lhe same path.

Direct aciion thus conceived and thus
wiiiized! prepares the way for peace by
subsuituting social consciousness and 4
wzrmonious socticty for a viojent and
powerful régime which prepares for war.

As rcgards non-violence. for us paci-
fists i1 appeals as a hghting ructhod that
snvoives vigorous action. Guadhi quite
rigiliy reected the expression “passive
registaree” as unswitable and insufficicnt,
tegmene I considered that ‘pothing on
i caflh can Ds dons withoul direct
astion’

Te sutn wp  Nop-violence only re-
wcals ds Uus viluc when it b secom-
paned Dy hor-co-operation and civil

. Noesie of us afc agnerant
thas .m, wiich, M they were
would bc able, 1= no great

o decbver the masic
g S0 nonsolcnie and
+ are umpsiinie,  Thi w the
W mus g prach-
Y may Yy dLswdding (w10
people takitpy pasl, i exicid
narey @0ongy il poopic
the ctusate. Copdarsd aicd

derful thugs.
1] slavery, be

o

description of the tribal high council at
Onondaga, the capital of the Iroquois
jeague. I was struck in this connection
and others by the primitive democracy
of the Iroquois. Though there is some-
one o initiate the ceremonies and though
the clan mothers occasionally intervene,
there does not seem to be anyone inves-
ted with the authority to see that order
is kept. If the children are unruly, they
arg uncontrofled unless their parents
control them. and a sufficiently vigorous
protest against the admission of an alien,
though counter to the genera] sentiment,
may result in a brawl or cxpulsion in
which nobody intervenes and 1o which—
though the Indians notice everything—
nobody. at the time it is going on, ap-
pears 1o be paying atenion.™ ‘

He himself had been invited to attend
the council. although a white, but an
elderly fapatic kept him out, although
his friends had wanted him to come in.
In fact the whole thing sounds rather
like what | can imagine an anarchist
Folk Moot would be, a strange blend
of dignity and disorder, which neverthe-
less works as efficiently as any parlia-
ment. There is no voting. Voting is
contrary to the Indian practice. Instead
a project is discussed unti} it is accepted
unanimously, or else it is rejected, if no
compromise can be arrived at: a slow
but probably surer process than the
majority vote.

The position of the women is a high
one.

[ was told by one Mohawk that the
Indians had given their women a domi-
nant position because, in observing the
animals—who were so much closer to
them than they are to us: almost like
other races of men—they had roted that
the maintenance of the animal family
depended entirely on the mother. The
society of the Iroquois Indians is, in any
:ase, matrillineal. The senior woman of
the clan, known as the ‘clan mother’,
names the chief or chiefs for her clan,
and, as Standing Arrow explained to me,
2 wife whose husband is drunken or
otherwise undesirable may first have him
reprimanded, then, if the offence Is re-
peated, put him out of the house, which
belongs to her. In the early days, 1t

ems, the husband did not always even
live in the house of his wife, who might
live with other members of her own clan.
The women then did all the work at
home while the men went out fighting
and hunting. It was even believed that
the sarth would not bear unless culti-
vated by women, and the [roguois, who
had always used hoes. were a long time
1aking up ploughs because working with
them was too heavy for women. This
dominance of the female, no doubt, has
mads for u certain conservatism, hence
guaranteed a certain stability. The ban
against marriage inside the clan would
act as a brake on inbreeding. The mar-
riages between the six nations would
help to bind them together.”

(The Iroquois people is really a Con-
fedsration of six, originally five, tribes,
the Mohawks, the Senecas, the Onon-
dagas, the Oncidas, the Cayugas and the
Tuscaroras).

To me. as a child, and probably 10
most white children, the words “Red
Indian™ conjured up a figure of horror.
red-skinned, beak-nosed, painted and be-
feathered, preoccupied with weird and
ghastly rites, scalping and rorwaring his
cnemies, whom he first tracked down,
remorselessly and inescapably, through
densc forests. My earliest rocrnory of
life at all is of a nightmare along these
lines, for the Indian has cntered the folk
iore of European children and occupicd
a prominent pluce in it.

The cruclty of the Indiuns in war was
comsiderable.  bul  such  institutions as
stulping and cannibalisin were actuully
eocouizged wid stimmutated by the whites,
who fmd mo obecion o seving tndiaas
@dsyere cach her, and who were per-
factly ready o wbandon ther
sl (0 tha ancrsy ol thar enciniey when
they  Twd s purposs.  The
Fogazn_ Ciighah and Americany weie ol
not@eubly hatane in their wars,  Alro-
iy Lor aptoaty, e lisdiam were niv
triclior (han by while inen,  There wore
a5 ndiany ansolved o ihe Thigy Years
War.

b

wised

The pilurc ol i wmbunan ssvagy
Wiy cadouiuged in order Lhat the white
peuple might take the land of the Indisns.
lndlﬁl..lh‘p robhery is still going on. wnd
of the cuuses of the proseanl

merly sacrificed. This is the Spirit of
Progress. Onc of the menaces of our
technological age is the high dam.
There was a lime when small dams were
made in rivers for the purposes of irriga-
tion, but modern technology has mads
it possible to wall up whole valleys, thus
drowning whole counirysides. No doubt
there are occasions when 2 good deal of
benefifit accrues from all this, but there
are times when the interests involved
are more financial than hurmanitarian.
The most frightening thing about i1 13
however when the work seems to be
done for irs own sake, as a demonstration
of power, regardless of suffering caused.
regardless of benefit. An engineer is
quoted as saying, when the Indians were
doing their best to block one of these
projects, “You and [ may never live to
see that dam. But in the Jong run
nothing under Heaven can prevent an
engineer from building it. You can dam
so much water for so little money!™

“One cannot, of course, when one con-
templates these great highways and sea-
ways and dams, fail 10 be much impress-
ed by the genius of engineering they
represent,. by the practical imagination,
the delicate mechanical devices and the
complicated computations that have gone
10 lay down and erect them, to start them
going and to keep them running, to
deepen and divert the great waterways,
to light more lamps and to ser more
wheels turning, to enmesh all mankind,
to girdle the earth. But it is well 1o
remember the beavers. The beavers are
engineers. A friend of mine in Massa-
chusetts, who had recently retired to the
country, imported a pair of beavers,
which were furnished him by the State
Division of Fisheries and Game, and put
them to live in a little stream that runs
through his rather wild place. These
animals proceeded immediately to con-
struct an enormous dam, and thus flooded
2 whole area of woodland. The trees
are now broken-off sticks that prick dis-
mally out of the beaver pond, in the
middle of which humps an ibloo bristling
with grey dead iwigs; the managerial
offices are here, the housing for the per-
sonnel. All around this, the forest has
been devastated. The stumps end in
pyramidal spikes, produced by symmet-
rical chiselling; the trunks lie rotting on
the ground, with bark partly or wholly
grawed off. The beavers are indifferent
to landscape, to the convenience of
human beings, whom they fearlessly
swim up to and stare at, and whom they
iry to frighten away by insolently slap-
ping their tails . They ars untiring
and, if not interferred with, can go on
with their operations along infinite net-
works of streams and through infinite
generations . . . Lewis Morgan . . . be-
lieved that the activity of beavers was
10 sOme extent unnecessary, grattons”

The Tuscaroras have apparently suc-
ceeded in stopping, we hope for good,
the flooding of one-fifth of their reserva-
tion as pan of a hydro-electric project.
The attempt of the Power Authority of
ihe State of New York 1o take over the
land was carried on in a bullying and
and vicious manner, and ii encountered
2 lively resistance. It says much for
American public opinion, which is no
longer so favourable to “Progress™ as it

FREEDGO
vemted This ietars Tobbery Wi
E Ty of tha {ndians
the creeping totalitarians of mi
democracy may well proye '
significant than any success they
in battle with the Palefuces, |
shows thay nincteenth centyry liberaly
despite so tmany betrayals, is nop g
dead yet. Nor is il cynicul to add y
many whites’” properly is 4150 threge
by these fanatical engineers. with i
dams, seaways and high roads.

The Seneca Republic howsver
unsuccessful in Ils resistance (o the e
struction of the Kinzua Dam. which
likely 1o flood most Of ils territory.
Republic is a sort of Monaeo or [sle
Man, a little autonomous Indian stz
one of the few surviving relics of
Year of Revolutions, 1848, oddly eno
in 1hat year some idealistic Indians
fluenced by the revolutis sweeping
Europe, repudiated the old way of
in some respects and turned their resé
tion into a democratic state. MOS
this interesting little country will 3
be under water however.

Indian Views, which is published
the League of North American lndi

the Tuscaroras’ struggle. ~If science g
duces no better fruits than tyranny.
der, rapine and destitution of naue
morality, [ would rather wish our O
try to be ignorant, honest and astimi
as our neighbouring savages ars™. wi
was rathar a remarkable pronouncels
for 1812, almost a prophecy onz wé
think.

Though science may no longer‘c
inevitable friend of liberty, as once!
generally assumed, it is amazing #
much a people may retain of their
life in a modern setting. Joseph Milg
ell's Study of the Mohawks in i
Stee| shows us how bands of itine
steeplejacks, for the Mohawks are
ceptionally good on heights, Izave 3
reservation and set outr into the Wi
just like the hunting bands of the
days, returning eventually with perh
2 car, or some other *spoil of the cha$
These bands travel and work togeili$
just like hunters, yet many of the thil
they bring back with them are W
up-to-date. Gadgets and gimmicks b
penetrated the reservations. Soms Indi
are television addicts. Yet it would’
a mistake 1o assums, as do soms wrll
thar the Indians ars becoming slail
conscious. [t is parr of the Indian Wi
to regard showy display with contemp
This gets them criticised from 1he oth
dirzction. They are accused of b¥
slovenly, their yards being stuffed wit
junk, their houses being unpaintzd.

Many Indians are in ‘fact sceptical of
the white man’s inventions, and strangs
prophecies circulate concerning an Immi-
nent world war and a new l2ass of lird
for their race. At all evenis they are
sull a very lively people, and are cer-
tainly not dwindling into extinction.

ARTHUR W. ULOTH.

Around the Galleries

IT iIs a curious fact that while one can
condemn a book for the trash it is,
a2 bad film or play as rubbish, to even
suggest that a particular abstract paint-
ing is worthless, sets a hundred sensitive
souls baying like beaten pups. Yet like
it or not, the fact remains that there are
men posing as artists who in any other
age would not be ullowed inside w
studio, even 1o sweep the floor. Using
abstraction as their alibi and the sheer
size of the hardboard as their cover they
live theit short public hwves providing
wrivilities for a  particular  coterie of
writers to trigger ofl thewr essavs,  Chiet
burker for this school of mignse banality
is Lawrence Alloway an aet eritic who
can el you everything about abstruct
pabnting except when (0 pul a match (0
it. Aloway has this in common with
George Oowell that both are «t tharr
beasl when their subject nuatier is worth-
fess.  Just as Orwell wus st his most
erjoyable us an essayist when writng
about such trivial subgcts as comic post
vards, sinully paper-bound books, smull
bovs' comicy or the easily flopguble Mr.
Dali. 30 Alloway is st his best when he
iy writing ol horror comics, science fic-
uon nilms or single tone canvases.

Sime vears ago the 1.CA. made the
front pages of the Daidv Express when
Alloway showed a film that for one
hour consisted of hierally nothing but
a blank ncgative. On thut occasion the
audience rioted and a shouting mob of
suckers demanded their money back, yet
these very samc pcople when faced with

he p canvascs on view jn the

[.C.A. will accept this rubbish without
2 word. In 1919 Kasimir Malevich, the '
Russian painter, shoox the mallery trot- i
ters when he painted a white square on
a white background and o And this
same theme bobbing up vear after vear
with merely a change in colour can onily
make one despair. While the LC.A. s
offering us an all-black cunvas, William
Turnbull at the Molton Gallery at 14
South Moltan Street, W.L. is sufl stick-
ing 10 the all white canvas, A year or
~o ugo Kline gave us ihe ali-blue canvas
and the ¢howe of colours must be nar-

rowing {or those that want w0 eet into
the ust
The unfortunate thing about these

exhibitions is that most of the swtl is
passe ten minutes after the exhibition
Closes, Tor the oaly thing of value about
them s the inevituble foreword in the
catalogue. I ac some future date Allo-
wav or the other writers use these AN 3N
as @ nucleus for a4 baok it will mauter
lile it the ouginal canvases ace in
existence for we have reached a stage in
painting when the painter iy acting uas
second fiddle 10 the eritic, Just who
skids with u bicycle across o flat canvas
or who twirls a nude woman around on
@ shest of paint-wet hardboard is not
parugulnrly important.  What is impor-
tant 13 how will the Alloways. the Cole-
mans, the Reads, the Reichardts wriie
about it. That is the tragedy of so
much of British abstract puinting that
is function is simply (0 acl 3s an open-
ing for an off-beat essay. .
ARTHUR Movse
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\ HEN one is speaking of non-

violence and direct action the first
quetation that comes 1 mind is onc by
the most authoritative expenent of pon-

Independent
Press?

'Coatw trom p !
# the outter Press. Since 1t is
Berned  with  circulation.  and
B¢ we kpow that the few serous
Spapers published in this coun-
fenjoy an even smaller circula-
than the Herald or Chronicle.
fpust assume that the “indepen-
F—outspoken™ Herald is going
Pok more fike the Lxpress and
Mirror than either the Guardian
Acr the Telegraph!

~x

fact ne newspaper, periodical or
g0y other means of communica-
cun be independerni. To our
BS the hall mark of a responsible
BE i< obiccrivity n collecting and
Briine the news: jfournalistic in-
m making clear what is
fion and what are facts: and last
ot Jeast the use of the Press for
Broc discuscion of ideas.  Such
Bocc will not be independent be-
it will be conirolled by those
are -espo';sxb!c for its existence.
b s today the Press is controlled
B above by about five groups of
b-millicnaires. <o the responsi-
Press of tomorrow will be con-
e but from below by thousands
roops. small and large. cach
Ie cxisiing as a result of a com-
interest and assuming jts full
bnsibility.  Then each news-
gr or pericdical will serve the
for which it was created.

is only in a country such as
in where the daily Press is
mnated by Fleet Street. and
ispapers such as the Chronicle
Hrrold each with a circulation
ecding 2 million copies a day are
thire straits. that the idea of a de-
ised Press. of thousands of
"»'mp;.’pcm instead of the
20 which are at present pub-

; unrcall.sllc and un-
Bonomic. \et even in the United
es. with only € umes the popu-
on of Brinwm there are 1.817
i 15 1imes as muny as in
s country.  And Switzerland with

viclence, Gandhi. “Nothing on this earth
has ever been accemplished  without
direct action.”

Sc marked s the corrclation
cxists  between  these two lerms, nen.
violence and direct action. that—far
frem being epposites—they complement
cach other in an undeniable way.

that

No doubt a comparison between non-
vielence and  direct action scems (o
Western people to be paradexical, and
it evokes in our minds an understandable
scepticism. But if one examines  the
question mare closely it becomes clear
that the two concepts can casily be re-
conciled. Only ignorance has prevented
their true value being widely recognised
and used t¢ achicve positive aims, Look
back inte the past and study cbiectively
toth what direct action has been and
what it now is.

In the Grend Dictionnaire Socialiste
of Compere Morel we 1cad:

“Direct Action: Action opposed to
the apalyvtical and mcthedical pelitical
action of the Socialist Party, advocated
by anarchists and seme syndicalists. The
general strike is the most widely known
and practical form.”

It is. to say the least. somewhat pre-
tentious  te affirm  that the political
metheds of the socialists are analytical
and methodical, and to claim that direct
action is no more than a2 move in oppo-
sition to peliucal action. In itself direct
action is just as analvtical and rational
as pelitical acton, and one could con-
sider that political action is in fact a
degencrate form of social action. One
which has moreover led the workers into
a2 blind allev of reformism and parlia-
mentarism, a morass where all action
intended to Jcad 1o Jiberation hbas
ended,

In fact. direct action is not new in the
annals of social. religious and econcmic
struggle. It is a great honour in a way
that it is always the anarchists, and some
syndicalists, who are described as advo-
cating it. It would indced be more
Jogical to write that anarchists and syndi-
calists have never ceased to advocate
direct action, to counter those politicians
who have denied its value. At all times
direct action has been a method used
by those who have stood up against
wrants, dictators and exploiters, who
have tried to impose their will and ideas
upon others.

. But Ict us turn to what the principle
theorists have said about direct action.
Emile Pouget in La Confederarion du
Travail wrote:

“The characteristic of direct action is
that it is a spontancous and reflective

s population of only a sixteenth of
that of Bnwin
dathes!

The fact that these Jocal dailies are
generally dreary sheets is beside the
roint, which is, that even within the
sxpitalist sysiem it would be possible
in this country for locul dailies to
22581 on circulations a fifteth as big
zs that of either the Chrunicle or
Herdld.

And such ¢ Press could be nter-
esting, the rallving ground for dis-
cussions as well us for local acuivi-
nes bui oply of ° came inin beiog
hy the eflorts---in ume and materiaf
coniributions—of encugh people in
each locality, for whom un atelli-
gem newsheet. & forura for discus-
sion of idcas were more I
0o h\mg a full hfc Ih‘&n—lhc POSSEsS-

decause we have mass-
ave mass-nunds not
because, as those believers in the
elite fondly imagine, the “‘masses”

re born with‘!nﬂﬂxieﬂ brains. but
quse we come nto a world suff
with tradition. prejudice and ignor-
nce. And most of us are deprived
f the necessary education and ad-
vice without which one cannot fight
gaigst such an environment.

is not a question of a formal
ducation. There was more social
-areness among the semi-illiterate

nnds.

boasts  as man_vl

demonstration of the consciousness and

peasants of Spain than in the 'uni-
versity-studded United States  of
America. and it is social awareness
that matters, not just in the head
but in the heuart as well. Then not
only does one seek to live one's

ideas, but one also finds the time
to communicate to others the things
one has discovered for oneself.
Every anarchist should be a propa-
gandist: not necessarily on u plat-
form nor necessarily with a pen. but
just in the day-to-day contuct we
all have with our fellow beings.
From such apparently modest be-

gnmings will the revolution in
values emerge.  Of this we have no
Aoty !

for this rcasop we go on
and wriing. One reader,
ter we publish elsewhere.
us on the grounds that
s the feeling that [reading
EDOM] one can abmost predict
what 18 coming next”™.  Fur from
being o cpuicism, we copsider 1 it
compbment. W have obviously
made ourselves clear! If he really
wants 1o be entertuined he should
read whut the pobticians have w0
say. It will be white one week and
black the next. We realise we can-
ot be as entertaining but we hope
that each week someone picking up
FriepoM for the first time will at
least be provoked into thinking for
himself. Thought precedes resporn-

sible action.  Anarchism is incon-
ceivable without responsibility.

will of the working class. without the
intervention of cxternal agents,

“Direct  action is nol  necessarily
synonymous with viefence. It can be
brought about by gentle and pacifistic
conduct, as well as by very violent
means, witheut ceasing to be. in one
wav or another, ‘dircet action™.”

The above definition ef direct actuion,
written by one of the most competent
theereticians  of  French  revolutionary
syndicalism. merits all our attention.
For those of us who are pacifists a great
practical Jesson is clarified by such 2
definition. and we shouwld not neglect
te examine it. We therefore can under-
stand perfectly the vital purposc of direct
acticn, that s {o say, action completely
diverced from compromise with capital-
ist interests and governments, and action
which is taken without the interference
of intermediarics.

Emilec Vandervelde. the Belgian social-
ist. in the Brusscls newspaper Le Peuple
Qnce wrote:

“To get anything out of the capitalists
it just will not do for the wurking class
te give 2 mandate 10 their representativzs
te struggle on their behalf, We have
told them many times, but not of course
enough. the great truth that is part and
parcel of the theory of direct action—
one cannot get any serious reforms from
intermediaries.

“The Belgian working classes have
been left by the ruling class in ignorance
and misery. but nevertheless have for
twenty vears given proofs of their capa-
bility and sacrificial spirit. If we can
permit ourselves to reproach them in
any way at all it is to peint out that
they have counted too much on political
action and co-operation with the estab-
Hshment—in other words. they have
chosen the line of least resistance. They
have not done enough for syndicalist
action, they have given way to the dan-
gerous illusion that when the day comes
that they have their own representatives
in parliament, reforms and concessions
will just fall into their hands.”

Who could ever deny that this is the
truth! Direct action is the triumph of
indivdualism. In other werds it is the
wayv of liberation, which those, who
reject beliefs imposed from above and
beJow, will take. It js a call to the
consciences of all to participate in the
common fight.

“Direct action is a Jenial of miracles
—God's miracles and the State’s miracles.
It opposes any belief in Providence. no
matter what form this belief may take.
It proclaims the way to practise the
saving “‘the future lies in our bands™.

My Iate friend Pierre Besnmard did not
hesitate to write. having finished a study
of direct action. that it was “the onlv
real weapon of the proletariat. No
other method. however it is used, will
allow them to be free of all pressures
and dictatorships—inciuding the most
absurd of all. the dictatorship of the
proletariat”,

As a revolutionary syndicalist, Pierre
Besnard saw in direct action a violent
method. This prevented him from dis-
cerning the possibilities of non-violent
struggle. He thought viclence necessary
in the face of violence by the adversary.
However the revolutionary act, the in-
surrectional general strike. is. according
to him. vastly different from the armed
insurrection of political parties. Also
i1 aims at stopping a seizure of power
by any faction. There is some element
of truth in his way of considering the
matter.  But this statement of Besnard
may be superseded, and facts can prove
the opposite. Although the events of
his day justified his opinion, subsequent
history might have nullified his appre-
hensions. The example of non-viclent
direet acuon, as used by Gandhi, is a

living proof of the efficacy of non-violent
dircct action.

Pierre Bespard  concluded  his  study
with these lines, which will mect with
gencral approbation:

Don’t Forget
the Challenge!

We  remind  readers  of the
announcement we made last week
of an offer by 2 friend w0 contribute
£50 to the Deficit Fund if during
September readers in this country
contribute u similar amount. Please
don’t wait for others (o start the ball
rolling. Send your coatributions
now and so encourage others to do
likewise !

A London Anarchist Group Lecture

NON VIOLENCE AND DIRECT ACTION

do away with regimentation and imma-
turity. It
and power to
minorities are free o express themselves.
fnitiative js not choked, and progressive
clements
triumphant.

“{n fact there is a great difference be-
wween the bourgeois definition of direct
action and the recal significance that we
ascribe 10 it.  Although our adversaries
have (ricd to explain this method as a
series of violent disorders and brutal
acts without reason or motive, as des-
truction for the pleasure or satisfactjon
of those who carry it out. we affirm that
direct action is ordered, methodic and
only violent when jt becomes recessary.,
1t js always directed towards concrete
aims that are noble and thoroughly
humanitarian.™

in the pamphlet L'A4erion Directe, by
Emilc Pougct, the author proclaims the
rclative precision of the dircct action
idea. as a comprehensive formula for
the battle against cxploitation and
oppression. The theory is clear and
self-evident.

We can alrcady openly put forward a
few comparisons and similarities between
Pouget's conception of the struggle for
liberation and the methods advocated
later by Gandhi and Barthelemy de Ligt.
Certain important peinis will separate
the two sets of ideas, but will not the
actual methods also diverge? The
methods modify themselves, they differ
according to time, place and zims. One
must point out that in the West direct
action has been the product of circum-
stances and social evolution, and we
must dispense with some romantic inter-
pretations of the method. The barricade
cra has passed. Nowadays we are faced
with atomic weapons. Strect demon-
strations are out of fashion, useless and
sometimes dangerous, considering the
vast power of the forces of repression

today. Strikes. the occtupation of fac-
tories. guerilla strikes and sabotage,
have marked successive stages im the

social struggle, It is a question of
amplifving the practise of these methods,
of learning the uses that can be made
of them, without leaving the way open
to careerists and opportunists to exploit
these diverse actions for questionable
ends;

The opinion of those men, though of
widely differing outlooks, demonstrates
an idea common to all of them. that
direct action is a factor in the develop-
ment of the human personality, for it
re-awakens the spirit of initiative. The
sheep. the following types. must be
shaken out of their inertia by jt. Direct
action. by arousing consciousness. can

pen.
which can succeed in dispelling the be-
lief in them.

of the workers’ power and will,”
Pouget,
circumstances and the place, and mani-
fests itself by acts which can be as mild
as they can also be violent.
a question of necessity.™

give direction,
the workers.

meaning
With it

can

have a chana: to emerge

Without doubt man often neglests his

own personality and education, he alto-
gether forgets that revolutjon is the pro-
duct of dajly action and nceds a con-
tinuous effort.
to find himself unequipped to face the
possibilities of success in realising a new
socjety.
bility, or he wi¥ rest in the hands of
his pmew masters or chance leaders.
this case his exploitation will simply be
continued under 2 new system. He must
have the will to attain for kimself the
world of his dreams.

Jt will not do for him

He must acquire a capa-

In

Jt is a long task, a daily task. The

way has to be prepared continually, and
maintained and improved. This neces-
sitates efforts—for there ain't no sich
thing as miracles—and a belief in the
miraculous has often the effect of creat-
ing a spirit of passivity.
Jeads individuals back to slavery.

. The coming of a2 messianjc revolution
has too often been prociaimed by the
political playboys.
it will form part of an inevitable process,
which will follow the decomposition of
the capitalist system.

This inertia

They proclaim that

As I have said. miracles do not hap-
It is only the will of the workers

“Direct action iz the demonstration
writes

“it materijalises according to the

It 15 only

Only a question of necessity, Faced

with the continual recurrence of violencs
that resolves nothing. we think the time

has come to affirm that this necessity
will in future be only non-violent, or at
jeast will try to become more and more
non-violent.

Some insufficiently informed people
imagine that dircct action is as Pouget
said, “a massive window-smashing cam-
paign™. This is. after all, only another
way. one that does not require much

B¥"~ Continued oc p. 2

The Cookie Crumbles

HERE was a time when a man
felt overawed by the myster-
ious and unpredictable power of
nature, with its floods, droughts, and
raging storms. The mystery and
power remain, but man has learned
to tame and even to turn to his own
uses many of the forces that once
terrified him. In the twentieth cen-
tury. it is the power of the organ-
ization (the system, the government.
the “enemy”, “the way things are™)
that intimidates and paralyzes too
many of us.

Any life-long rebel can testify to
the occasions on which apparently
happy conformists have confided
privately that they hate the system
but feel powerless to do anything
but “go along with it.” One of the
saddest fallacies of our age is the
feeling that the individual is help-
less to stand against the svstern. As
a result. millions perform meaning-
less (or even malicious) tasks, in
anti-social relationships, adjust their
consciences 10 the srartus quo, and
then are driven to get their kicks by
desperate attempts at frantic pleas-
ure-seeking, by scrambling  for
status, or by grabbing more than
their share of the matertal wealth
which is supposed to bring ful-
filment but never can.

A refreshing centrast to all this—
and further evidence of the amazing
power of the individual who is self-
reliant but not self-seeking—is pro-
vided by the recent release of Rose
Robinson from the Federal women’s
penitentiary at Alderson. West Vir-
pinta. Miss Robinson, an anti-war
income-tax refuser. was onginally
sentenced to jail for the rest of her
life unless she co-operated with the
Federal Court that was backing the
government in its efforts to collect

the tax from ber. The response was
to go on a total hunger strike for
as long as the government kept her
in prison. The response of friends
and supporters was to organize
continuing demonstrations at the
jail and at Internal Revenue offices
in New York. Washington. and San
Francisco. Rather than allow these
activities to dramatize the anti-war
stand. the judge rescinded his order
for indefinite imprisonment and im-
posed a sentence of a year and a
day. Miss Robinson continued to
hunger strike (she was tube-fed
after the 18th day) and her support
increased. culminating in repeatd®
civil disobedience by Karl Mever
in Chicago and in the arrival of
eight supporters to sit-down and fast
indefinitely outside the prison where
Miss Robinson was incarcerated.
After a week of this latter activity
(and while Meyer and a colleague
were in jail in Chicago) and after
only 90 days of Miss Robinson's
sentence had been served, the judge
commuted her sentence to “‘time
served”. on the basis of reports and
recommendations of the govern-
ment.

*“*Too Much Trouble™ Authorities
Say™ was the subhead on the front-
page news story in the West Vir-
ginia papers. But most of the coun-
try’s press did not consider this
story worth reporting. And in
millions of homes throughout the
country, individuals continued to
eripe to each other about the way
things are. interspersing their com-
plaints with the debilitating ques-
tion: “But what can one person
do?”

DAVE DELUINGER.

(Liberation. U.S.A., June 1960).



Marchons!?

P H. misses the chicf diflerence be-
tween the marching of soldiers and that
of “the peace- movement '—soldiers
march in swep, pacifists don’t. The
Aldermaston Marches and their like are
not really marches at all, bul processions,
He also misses some of the most signifi-
cami “antecedents for the anti-bomb
march”. Rebellion. pilgrimage, peti-
von, mob—yes; bui, far more directly,
demonstration and protest. And  here
we can see that the Aldermaston march-
ers are descended from the Radicals who
were shot al Peterloo in 1819, the Re-
formers of 1830-32. the Chartisis of
1836-48, the Socialists of the 1880s and
1890s, the Suffrageties of 1905-14. the
Hunger Marchers of the 1930s.

The modern peace march is a way of
protestng against something (rather Jike
writing 1o an M.P. or an editor), of
affirming a certain opinion {like joining
a pany). of demonstrating feelings (like
throwing bombs or Jeaflets), or just of
meeting friends and getling some exer-
cise. t s simultaneously a watered-
down form of “propaganda by ‘deed”
and 2 mobile public mecting. Ii is also
a powerful mechanism for absolving
guilt feelings bv bearing witness openly

and corporately.

It is casy to make fun of such u
march, but perhaps it is rather foolish.
Here is something that is organised with-
out being authoriturian, collective with-
out being totalitariun; the marchers are
participating directly in a political and
moral action in an age of mass media
and vicarious activity, R isnt really
necessary that marching should have a
“point”: what s necessary is that mar-
chers should not suppose they are having
any immediate impact on anyorne clse,

This of course is the danger that P.H.
js concerned with, and it is a serious one,
[t is betier 10 march against bombs than
to talk or write against them, but i
won't in iself get rid of the bombs, The
only way 1o do that is to go and pull
the bloody things to bits or bury then,
If the CND Icaders could escape the
delusion of winning Mr. Gaitskell over
and the Direct Action leaders could
escape the delusion of non-violence,
something tangible might get done. If
only a march would jusL once turn into
a2 mob and break into the Aldermaston
establishment or the House of Com-
mons, the marchers iight realise their
potenuality.

Poverty in the Midst of Plenty

B~ Cugtinestd from p. 1

suing conirol of capital could change
the social conscience while capital-
ism is still the basis of our economy.
One does not have to be a profes-
sional economist to see this.

Counter-Revolution

The Negro sit-in Campaigns to achieve
equality in sitting down at lunch coun-
ters won three more victories last week.
Vazriety stores (all of them national
chains: Woolworth., Kress, Grant) in
Durham, N,C., Chauzanooga, Tenn., and
Miami, Fla. opened counters to all cus-
tomers without discrimination.  Since
the sit-in movement began Jast February
in Greensboro N.C., counters have been
de-segregated in 32 other cities and
counties in the South and the border
states :

Kansas: Kansas City.

Kentucky: Frankfort.

Maryland : Baluimore.

Missouri: Jefferson City, S. Joseph.

North Carolina: Chapel Hill, Char-
lotte, Concord, Elizabeth City, Greens-
borc, High Point, Salisbury, Winston-
Salem.

Oklghoma: Gutnrie, Oklahoma City,
Tulsa,

Tennessee: Knoxville, Nashville,

Texas: Austin, Corpus Christi, Dallas.
Galveston. San Antonio,

Virginia: Arlipglon and Fairfax coun-
ues, Alexandria, Falls Church, Fredeg-
icksville, Hampion, Norfolk, Poris-
mouth, Williamsburg.

Time, $5j8/60.~

Lord Boyd Orr’s solution, that
governments should co-operate for
the benefit of the peoples of the
world, is indeed a naive view.of the
role of government, which is on-
strably to govern and dividé the
peoples of the world. In the long
historv of government there have
been many opportunities 10 “move
towards™ universal policies of mut-
ual co-operation, but this is gene-
rally only practised for a limited
period and on a smull scale when
political expediency has deemed it
necessary.

Increased taxation or government
control are not the answers either,
when 1t is clear that capitalism, as
it functions in the West, and demo-
cratic government are too closely
tied up to allow policies which
would equalise the distribution of
social wealth.

The state capitalist economy of
the U.S.S.R. has created its own
divisions and its privileged groups,
who do not exercise their power
economically in the Western pat-
tern, but as political yes-men are
rewarded financially and socially.

Finally, if we do not agree with
the various solutions to the irres-
ponsible society we support the
plea made by Titmuss that:

Jf Western democracy means anything
at all it must surely mean that we should
be continually asking such questions and
continually sceking answers to them.

R.M.
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A Tribute cloth Ss,
Journey Through Utopia
cloth 18s. (U.S.A. 33)

27, Red Lion Street,
iondon, W.C.1.
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For ultimately it is as lutile (o wave
banners or 1o sit in the mud &y § iy 10
fight windmills with a lance. 1L iy as
ridiculous 1o tell the police what you
are going 1o do as it is 10 play [ootball
with them-—splendidly British, no doubt,
but ridiculous wY the same.  People will
respect your politeness, but that doesn’t
get anyone anywherc, The only way is
10 recognisc that property 15 not the
same as life, A surprise march on a,
rocket-site with the deliberate intention
ol dismantling it would have more
eflecer than a hundred marches (o Trafal-
gar Square. We might as well try to
persuade Nelson up on top of his
column as Macmillan in Downing Strect
and Gaitskell in Frognal Gurdens. We
have so much to learn from the Hun-
gariang and the South Africans. Civil
disobedience and passive resistance and
hunger-sirikes and marches and proces-
sions and so on are all very well.  But
in the end disobedience is nothing” unless

it s extremcly uncivil. What are we
waiting for?
Hampsiead, Aug. 24. N.W.

The artcle “Marching”™ (FREZDOM
20/8/60) was read by me with great
interést.  You ask what is the point of
marching? 1 will tell you.

As anarchists, we should not be
apathetic, but should support movements
and campaigns like CND. Since we
support (and no doubt many of us be-
long to) CND, we should lend ourselves
out for marches like Aldermaston, so
that we can show the world that gov-
ernments are”stupid—so stupid that they
are taking the path to nuclear suicide,
and surely this kind of protest demon-
stration is what anarchists should be
doing.

Indeed it ts sensible to march, not to
march “for Kicks" but to show that we
—as anarchists—are willing 1o sacrifice
a holiday to prove to the world WHAT

ROT THESE GOVERNMENTS
TALK!
Aug. 23 K.

- HOPE IN ASIA?

Two  minor commsnts Arthur
Uloth’s review.

I. Jt is not true that "Europe was
united by Rome”. What Rome did
did unite was the Mediterrancan world.
It was not until the southern and eastern
shores of the Mediterranean were occu-
pied by Muslims in the 7th cenwry, and
the people north and east of the Danube
and Rhine were converted to Christian-
ity in the 9th and 10th cenluries, that
the area now called “Europe™ acquired
unity and self-consciousness; Europe is,
comparatively speaking, a recent con-
cept.

2. Nor is it true- that indusirialism
made it possible for the whole world 1o
be conquered by Europeans. Industrial-
jsm facilitated economic domination,
certainly, but political conquest was
afready possible before 1800 because of
superjor scienrific and techoical know-
fedge—a very different matter. What
has made Europeans unique in the field
ol world politics, however, has been a
mixture of contempt for non-Europeans
and a determination 10 rule them. L
us hope our victims have not learnt «/f
our Jessons!

on

Hampsiead, Aug. 19. N.W.

Marching Backwards I .

The Aldermaston March, started  as
one of protest, has developed imto &
left-wing picnic, and P.H.s criticisms
ara largely justified, Now thg march
goey the wrong way. Instead of ending
at  Aldecmiaston, which does  symbolise
preparation for nuclear war, it cnds in
London, the seat of government. A
march has @ certain publicity value, but
still rather in the freak category of D,
Barbara Moore's achievements,
the

Probably big centralised march

ON NOT GIVING UP
“FREEDOM™

L was surprised to read that Martin
Smith is suspending his subscription to
FreepoM on religious grounds. 1 also
hold a metaphysical (though not ortho-
dox Christian) view of the universe, but
1 have always found FREEDOM quile
bréad-minded and tolerant, especially
when compared (0 the rigid anti-religi-
ous line of some left-wing groups,

Anyhow, the Buddha satd “Increase all
good; fessen all evil; control your own
mind”. I'm not much good at control-
Jing my mind, but [ can at least do my
tiny bit to increasc good and 10 lessen
evil, and thal’s why 1 hopc to continue
my subscription to FREEDOM!

Finally. my taste may bc bad. but
your cartoonist makes me laugh—Kkeep
him on!

Oxford. Aug. 24. J. W, SHaw,

SLOGANS

Qccasionally [ see in FREEDQM in the
top right-hand corner a quotation whilch
floats round in my mind, sometimes with
useful purpose, but occasionally you
print one which amounts to a shibboleth
of your own. (Granting that society at
large has many morc).

The one which says “Power corrupts,
absolute power corrupts absolutely™ is
an incorrect phrase to have in your re-
pertoire, absolute power never corrupts
in the hands of the incorruptible, 1 will
not go into examples, but you must
know many. The dangerous thing
about the use of slogans such as thesc.
is that there is implicit in them that
sociely does not alter. It does, but
whether it is altering fast enough to suit
us is another matter., The jnstitutions of
our society, whether they are profes-
stonal, religious, or political are as auth-
oritarian as the people in them; Chris-
tianity first produced the early Christians
in their simple humility and set of new
values in a materialistic world, but [atec
that same Christianity threw up the
Inquisition. The early socialists threw
_up Russian Communism; every profes-
sional body, legal (although this is a
doctors, all have their progressives—the
doctors, have all their progressives—the
flexible people who can adjust to chang-
ing conditions, and the inflexible who
can only go by precedent and are auth-
oritarian and reactionary. 1 would say,
if 1 took every word to heart printed in
FReepoM that there is no growth in
society, but fortunately for me 1 know
there is, faith, perhaps, but justified by
the facts.

Aug. 20. M.O.

Pre-September

Blues
(See Challenge on p. 3)
PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT!

Dehcit on Freedons £700
Concributions received £581
DEFICIT £119
August 20 to August 26
Surcey: F.B.° 5/ Bilstord R.G.W. 2/6:
Maliby: H.E.B. 7/ Lon Anon,® 1/

London: J.5.* 3/.. Maidstone: P.J.B. 5/-:
U.S.A.: pere H.D., B. 14/.: Lendoan: L.C, 2/6;
Wolvarhampton: LG L = 4/5: Keighlsy: S.K.
6/ Cambridge: J.P.H., 7/6: Huddersfield:
AL 11/ Baltimore: M.M, 7/-.

Total 116 0
Praviously scknowledged 527 11 8
1960 TOTAL TO DATE . £581 7 8

GIFT OF BOOKS: Tunbridge Walls: A W.U.

'Indicqt.l;lq.-ulj.C‘Ih"m.
—_— _

ANOTHER DISAPPOINTED
READER?

DeEar Sk,

1 agree a lot with what your disap-
pointed subscriber, Martin Snuth,  has
1o say ubout PFrEEpoM’s interpretation
of Aparchismt.  Reading FREEDOM, one
has the feeling that one can almost pre-
dict what s coming next; once the
mentality of anarchism has been grasped,
its values and judgments understood,
there s little difference between their's
and the judgments of the capitalist and
COMMUNISE press.

Unfortunately this seems 1o be a law
applicable w all ideologies and  those
with an axe 1o grind.  Anything resemb.
ling  pure  honestto-goodness  eriticism
and apprecuagion ol reality is only  very
slight 1 the understanding ol anarchists
Sull, for all this, anarchism will he a
concepl one will have much symputhy
for, and it is good to kuow that there
are anurchisis. It is a noble ideal,

Yours sincerely,

. BraNarp ScoiT.

3
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has seeved 5 purpose, g dispix
strengih. and should be replacey s
iony demonsiFALONS up and downl
country, wherever there ace aje buses
faclories producing weapons. Suend
monstrations as that at the Greanl
Common base on Sept. 3rd, apa
planned for Qct, 8th at West Mgl
Kent where an R A.F. acrodromes -
been handed over o the Americans) (L LT
of far more value thap the mam s J
march from Edinburgh 10 Lons ;
These should have the eNect of inf
ing and arousing people who live & v
to the bascs.

Recently a demonstralion was o8
ised that assumed the droppios ofy
megaton H-Bomb on a town. and
roads picketed with placafds shS >
the extent of damage and destruct -
various distances from the” hypoth
centre of thc explosion. This 8
conjunction with extenstve  lca
and proved morg effective than the
ventional march, also provoking a
councillor, chairman of the Civif
fence Committee, inlo making some

statements., * ! .
G o n »

But the point still remains: ho - W
ane register protest effectively? B8 =
be argued that the present Aldes 1 !

Marches do not achicve anything
may even aiwd the Establishment
providing a safety-valve through §
the rebels can express themselves B
Jessly and then go home and rests
feet. Another criticism is  thai
Aldermaston March lacks sponta
that essential of protest movemeng
is all 100 wel] organised, even 10

lavatories. .
Direct Action. taking the fors -."a’
civil disobedicnce, will only be prag ?_‘
by the small minority who arc pres -
to go to prison. Strike action IS oy
likely from those earning good ~ald
on defence contracts, The issue re o
We nced some form of mass demof e g
rion that avoids the futility of ann s ; .

marching up and down the sape sk
of road, and hcaring at the ends
same voices booming in the same S@
Brighton, Aug. 22. F

Meetings and -
AnnouncementSiy

LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP and MALATESTA
DEBATING SOCIETY

IMPORTANT

MEETINGS WILL BE HELD
in basement, 5, Caledonian Road, N.i.
{near King’s Cross Station)
at 7.30 p.m.
All Welcome,

London Anarchist Group

AN EXPERIMENT IN
OFF-CENTRE DISCUSSIOR
MEETINGS

Ist Thursday of each month ar 8 p.m.
At Jack and Mary Stevenson's,

6 Stainton Road, Enfield, Middx.
Last Wednesday of each month at
8 p.m.

At Dorothy Barasi’s,

45 Twyford Avenue, Fortis Green, N 2.
st Wednesday of each month ai 8 p.m.
At Colin Ward's,

33 Ellerby Street, Futham, S W.6.

FREEDOM
The Anarchist Weekly

Postal Subscription Rates -
12 months 19/- (U.S.A. $3.00)
& months  9/6 {U.S.A. $1.50)
3 months 5/- (US.A. §0.75)
Special Subscription Rates for 2 copies
12 months 29/- (U.S.A. $4.50)
& months 14/6 (U.S.A. $2.25)
Cheques, P.O.'t and Money Orders should
ba made out to FREEDOM PRESS, crossed
a/c Payes, and addressed to the publishers
FREEDOM PRESS
27 Red Lion Street

London, W.C.I. England

Tol: : Chancery 8364
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