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Civil Government . . . is in
reality instituted for the
defence of the rich against
the poor, or of those who
have some property against
those who have none at all.
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Mediation? . . . .

Can it bring the War to an end
SUGGESTIONS FROM THE WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE

After an attempt at humanizing the war in Spain, which seemed to
consist in & request to the Madrid Government to liberate all fascists held
in the Madrid prisons, as apparently they were not fascists (Mr. Eden know-
ing with mare pracision who were the dangerous elements still at large in
Madrid) the latest intentions are to bring about an understanding between

the two fighting forces.

The Woman's International League,
in & letter about Spain to the Prime
Minister, urges that it is the duty of
the League Council to try to make

ce. The Council might take the
K'Iu-lng measures—

(1) Offer to the Spanish Govern-
ment & Refugee Commissioner, to be
sant at once to advise and organise
the evacuation of civilians from the
war zone, fo organise refugee relief,
and to use every opportunity to miti-
gate the suffering of the people.

[2) Strengthening the non-inter-
vention ag t by the establish
ment of impartial and non-Govern-
mental Commissions of supervision,
and by including in the agreement

prohibition of man-power from
other countries.

|3} Offer of mediation to the com-
batants with a view to declering an

in carrying out negotiations for a
peace settlement. We feel that the
oppartunity for friendly aid and the
need for information would both
occur if the fighting stopped, and
that, while it wonldgba maost impor-
tant to avoid the intervention of
foreign Governments in the affairs of
Spain, the presence of impartial Com-
missioners of the League might pre-
vont a fresh outbreak of hostilities
and further a just settlament. The
co-operation of United States citi-
min such a scheme might well be

The first point would be of im-
mense utility, though it does not go
far enough. Already many thousands
of women and children have been
evacuated from Madrid, but that fact
does not make them immune from
danger. Meost of them have been
found homes in Valencia and Cata-
:ﬂh: that is not wlfilciolnl. : The

rge and well aqui talian forces
cantred in ﬁm.qsﬁr:fi: Islands are
waiting the moment 1o attack the bilﬂ
towns along the coast. They wil
bomb from the air and shell from the
sea and land,  What socurity have

innocent women and children?

To suggest a neutral zone to Franco
seams equally useless. 1t would only
offer a better target for his airmen,
who, like thair brothers in Abyssinia,
mercilessly bombarded to bits the
Red Cross Units which had gone out
there to minimise the suffering of the

woun: o
Thare s enly one solution te that
stion. The les of d ti

m should take it upon them.

offer refuge to these unfor-
tunste until the end of the
war, s concrete propasal will un-
doubtedly meet with opposition in

conservative and, probably, socialist-
satriotic circles, -ﬂ‘mﬁhmmm

done by France and Mexica in
cating for the children and arphans
of Spanish workers,
STRENGTHENING
NON.INTERVENTION,

or to usa British ships for that pur-
pose!

Men-intervention has bean a failure
—even Mr. Eden has recently re-
marked on its futility—and the estab-
lishment of impartial Commissions is
out of the question, es far as Portugal
is concerned (this measuro was sug-
gested by Russia some time ago and
blankly rejected by Portugal), and
ltaly and Germany would always find
means of smuggling arms into the
country if necessary. Another reason
why non-intervention is of no use at
this juncture is that Franco has all the
arms he requires.

MEDIATION,

The third measure suggested,
mediation, is equally useless. It is
not a solution to the problems pre-
sented by the present crisis for two

reasons which have been made
o nt during the last fow days.
first s thet Haly and Germany

will not agree. Their antwers to the
French note are almest negefive.
The object of the Germans' attack
is the Anarchists. It has taken
exactly five months for Germany to
realise that there is no Communist
“menace " in Spain; the new " men-
ace " is the Anarchists.  laly re-
fuses to allow anarchism to reign in
Catalonia, so that we can be certain
that in the event of Germany and
ltaly agreeing to the mediation pro-

sals, at the bottom they will sﬁ|rbn

hind the Rebel forces, and the fatal
results that nen-intervention had on
the Loyalists will now be repeated
with even worse consequences.

The second reason why we con-
sider the measure as unsatisfactory,
despite the fact that we, more than
any one elie, desire to see the end of
this bloody battle, is that mediation
will merely serve to bring a temparary
check to the war only to let it rage
meare violently afterwards.

The Anarchist programme of this
yoar was that Spain should be divided
info auftonomous regions, which
regions would be determined accord-
ing to local influence. Let ws sup-

that this were accepted now

ranco.  |s it conceivable that he
would be true to his word? Events
of the past months have shown that
he would not. When the Popular
Front registered its election vidor‘.
Franco, Mola and other Generals
ware allowed to retain their posts as
heads of the armed forces, and they
swore allegiance to the new Govern-
mant. Mo sooner had they done so
than they were conspiring to over-
throw those very people
who had spared their lives [we say
" spared," as under a vindictive Gov-
ernmant they would have been shot
for their responsibility for the mass-
acre of the workers in the Asturias in
1934).

Now, should Mavarre, for instance,
be under the influence of a fascist
dictatorship, is it not obvious that
within a month they would be con-
spiring with Germany and Italy to
supply with arms to smash the
other zones, whore the poople, free
and happy, were carrying on their
work of reconstruction on now, idea-
logical lines?

No, the war in Spain must be
hﬂgh:ftrl;‘:n ond. % the Govarn-
ment country is anxious to give
lnlphbrhi'“hcnlﬂdunp?d}f
as possible, they have but one course

(eontinued in next column)

No Passaran!

(contimued fraw preceding columin)

to follow: the removal of the arms
embarge on the legal Government of
Spain and the imposition of an em-
bargo on the Rebels [which will be
assured by patrolling Spanish waters
with the mighty fleets of France,
Russia and England).

It has even been suggested that
elections should be held.  These, if
fairly carried out, would show the
vast majority of Spain to be anti-
Fascist. But then the elections held
in Fascist ltaly, with an armed black-
shirt standing by the ballot box, are
still too fresh in our minds to believe
that in the districts controlled b
Franco's forces the same methods will
not be applied. We should then
learn that all these areas voted 100

¢ cont, for Franco, though incidents
E:hind the lines show clearly that
there are risings taking place regu-
larly in territory under Fascist dom-
ination [(despite the fact that thous-
ands of worfm have been butchered
in Seville, Badajoz, Saragossa, La
Linea and elsewhere),

Mr. Eden’s speech at Bradford is
significant. It gives ona the impres-
sion that Fascist bluff is to be met
with a stern reply, and not by wb.
mission as in the past. Whilst we
can hope for liftle help being given
to the loyal forces, yet we can hope
that less help will be given to France.
And that is already much, judging by
the pro-Fascist attitude o |EI pre-
sant Government and of the head of
the Mon-Intervention Committes in
London.

Now is the right moment for con-
certed action by the people of this
country. Mot through representa-
tives of their unions or ty theil
M.P.s, but by their own action.

Let us remomber that the ameli
oration in the working conditions of
tho workers in France was obtained
by their own efforts!

Let us remembor also that the
30,000 political prisoners in Spain
:f.mlum lr;L b:;:a conn:aﬂrld- orts

Ll storm: M‘l.
and M”I:y order of the democratic
Popular Front Government!

LAY EDUCATION

The Mother in- the New
Society

The mother first and then the ele-
mentary schoolmaster must be the
builders of new generations. Now if
we wish them to develop in accord-
ance with the p of civilized
people and to make up a noble society,
just and free, we must free the mother
from all religious belief and choose the
master, taking care that he possesses
the necessary qualifications and ahility
for a rational mstruction.

Catholic education during its dom-
ination, of many years' standing has
enslaved woman in a most definite
manner, and when she has borne her
children, she has followed the archaic,
damaging and duoll education with
which the Church overwhelmed her
and which, ‘owing to her ignorance,
was interpreted by her as an act of
faith. As a result it was impossible
to make her understand anything else,
and to convince her of her mistake.

Emancipation of women, then, is
the first step to be taken by workers'
organizations in order to begin the
child’s education fram early infancy.

When we shall have crushed the fas-
cist hordes, and overwhelmed for ever
reaction supported by the Clergy and
Militarism, the two privileged classés
which lived in great luxury, at the

1 aof the 1 working class;
when we will have succeeded in re-
establishing peace in  our dearl
beloved country, stained so often wil
the blood of free and altruistic men,
and when calm will be once more
restored in the homes of the workers,
it will be their duty, those men who
have given all and have saved Spain
from a detestable and criminal fas-
cium, to dedicate their activity and
knowledge 1o the making of mathers
who are educators.

The Governments of the Rey

UNDER FASCIST RULE

Reign of Terror in the
Canary Islands

We receive the following informa-
tion from Francisco Miranda Diaz, a
captain in the merchant pavy and
president of the Union of Captains
and Officials of the Navy st Palmas,
who escaped from the Canary lslands
in the Norwegian ship ** Bajawar *';

“During the early days of the move-
ment, a5 soon us the workers' resis-
tance had been crushed, German
fascist agents arrived in the Canaries
to organise militias and the fascist re-
pression, which reached grest heights
of cruelty. The Communist deputy,
Eduardn Suaroz Morales, and
the delegate of the Civil Governor in
the narthern zone of Gran Canaria, a
Socialist militant, were assassinated.
Many workers were shot. A soldier,
mem! of a firing squad, who re-
fused to shoot, was killed by an infan-
try lieutenant. Marfil, the Health
Commissioner, was also shot. In a
single week, 36 peasants were shot in
one lc;l_intn:t alone.

" Five male nurses, belonging to
the Military  Hospital, who were
accused of having been found in pos-
session of u hemb, were thrown into
the sea from the Teide Road, at a
place called Mar Fea, with a ave
their heads and u boulder tied to their
feet. One of the bodics was found
days later by a fisherman, who brou
it to the Concentration Cump. T}
Trade Union headquarters, Cultural
Centres and Masonic Lodges were

All
ed and re-

i

taken by sssault and

U:ci;df'umimrt was s

tured, thanks to which a violent ‘;::

secution began throughout the lsland,
“The state of the warking class is

who for the past five years have not
had the time to pay attention to this
matter, and have ined undecided

on the of the 8 ion of

the Church and the State, and who
have sllowed reactionaries to direct
the armed forces, must now change

All mon and women who fasl their policy, and ‘the mathers all
strangly for their fellow:baings fight- !‘hl’;ﬂnlgg:rlhlllm
ing for the of the world at | culred and p i wo that they
large, should do their share as | may he aware of the position they hold
tharaughly as they can. in society, and the duty they have

Agitate—Propagate the ideas of
nd giva material help to
the victims of Fascism!




Teason a

Bt ofvhm.
But has

or Franco are volun

teers?  The
“ Manchester Guardian " (16/12/36)
reveals that these men are merely con-
seripts.  The preater majority have
been forced into taking pm._m‘nm

i tic Correspondent writes:
iver of men who kgr been

ched to S pei

iy g e
lesters -nsud to the Berlin post
offices C 2, W 10, and N.O. 355,

whence the letters are forwarded.
The relatives have not been told
that there men have gone overseas.
The men are instructed (o inform
their relatives that they have been
drafted to a recret destination far a
course of traiming whick is to last six-
teen weeks. he letters to the men
serving with the German Flying Ci;'w}:

in Spain ore [orwarded tia post o
W 10. Letters to men in the tank and
anti-gircraft corps po via C 2 and N.O,

55

]H'mnkéh poents of Germans
serving in Spain have begun to re-
ceive official motification rh:.‘ their

have been " fatally injured during
mwru ool Lx ciner Uebung ™).

GERMAN VOLUNTEER DESERTERS

Other mention the fact
that many &:nlo-uued German
volunteers have deserted en masse and

are now with the anti-Fascist forces.
Eye-witnesses in Seville have re-
stated that Italian soldiers
parade in the streets in uniform. Then
there is the incident when Iltalian
hting scroplanes crashed in French
orocco.  The pilots were members
of the Italian Air Force.

This, therefore, is the difference to
be found in the definitions by Ger-
many and Italy and the Spanish Loyal-
ints with regard to “ volunteers.” We
must defend those men and women
who have gone of their own accord,

g
o
-5

(continued at foot of next column)

has & most dangerous enemy before
it. Unfortunately this has slready
been done, and for penerations
back, owing to the sell-centred-
ness of learned dogmatists, the fan-
aticism of casuists and the thought-

(continued from preceding coliman)

ITALIAN COUNTER-ACTION
Mr. Vernon Bartlett, in the * News-
Chronicle " (16/12/36) discusses the
possibilities of further men being sent
to the Rebel forces.  Whilst “m
that the Internationsl Column
shortly be doubled in numbers, it Is
believed that this increase in Loyalist
volunteers " would be met by further
Ttalian  reinforcements for, General
Franco, though there are thought to be
Himits to the riske the Ialian mﬁm
ment would be prepared to 3
“As for the Germans, it is doubtful
whether they are willing to carry their
assistance in mng much further,
B ko ioksly
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was utterly inoctive
to Spain, and (s curious
culled from its minutes) anly when on
January 31st, 1871, Marx ha;
look at La Revolucion Soci
anarchist argan, printed on red paper,
issued in Palma (Majorca), he was
struck by seeing such ideas as those
of Bakunin propagated even on the
then remote illmtf. and Engels was
appointed secretary for Spain at that
same meeting of the Council. Engels
in his very first letter sent to the sec-
retary of the Spanish Federal Council
(February 13th) pleads for a Spanish
political Warkers' Party after the
model of German social democracy,
and such propositions were ane por-
tion of Paul Lafargue's (the son-in-
law of Marx) activities in Spain since
Christmaes, 1871. The ather i
was the unearthing and public denun-
clation (by names) of the secret inner
structure of the Spanish International,
of the Alianza, 5 nucleus of vital im-
portance for the protection of a_public
body exposed to every form of per-
secution.  Such action was neither
scholarly nor loyal, but that of & fan-
atic and a foreign invader who wished
to break the spirit of the Spanish or-
ganization and force it under the yoke
of his personal ideas.  From this, over
tixty years of strife arose, which was
only mitigated in October, 1934, when
workers of authoritarian and liber-
tarian

“ Though Ber i
little m fo spare, yet it is
from o::‘zmn that the Nasis have
i far %ﬂ the very rubstantial sum
of 200000000 marks in support of
the rebels."

The banning of Volunteers will be
the final betrayal of the Spanish
people.  We have allowed the Gov-
ernment of this democratic country to
deny arms to the legally elected
ernrfmn of Spain; :E: have allowed the
Government of this country to pass a
Bill reventing _English chant |
ships from transporting arms to Spain
y .F.ulnd now there is the suggestion |
that men and women whnwiuhmﬁ

:
g
:
1

fought side by side
in Asturia, and will be further
bridged over in the present months of
direst danger, when the monster of
Authority in its most hideous form iy
martyrising the whole nation,

The Fate of the Spanish
Peasants

Since the sixteenth century Spain
became, above all, & country of agra-
risn misery, since the pessants’ tojl
and the affluence of gold from con-
quered America kept the aristocracy
and the mercantile class in luxury,
which meant regular ! to

shnitil
a§§E§§%§§;% .

general movements, - insurrections, 3
revolution made this feasible, As a
rule it might be said that they kept
their own counsel, but were quite
aware, for a century, that the rebels
of the towns, the workers rising for
the Federal Republic, the [nterna-
tional or the comumitmo [libertaric
were their only friends and the land-
lords, bourgeals, the State and all its
tools, from the notary. to the gen-
darmerie, their enemies. In some
parts the peasants were kept as under
a state of siege and the guardia cvil
and eventually the military forces took

action against them

ISR
i
s
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All this happened but a few
back and was never forgotten nw’::

the rea interval (end of 1933
ta end of 1935) likely to alter peaple's
opinions.  What really held their
hands was the electoral victory of the
popular front in February, 1936; then,
contrary to what the reactionists pre-
tend, the pessants and the people in
general did very little of their

some really ed that some-
thing might be achieved now by
large reforms sccepted

little to contradict it in these months
up to July last. Al the popular ele-
ments, then, were ready to give the
refarmists a chance—and it is againsd
this peaceful situation, not agsinst any

as ly,
melhnodi:lnl] and cruelly as ever did
the Royal Irish Constabulary and the
“Black and tans” in Ireland—that
Ireland from which fascist volunteers
are said to have gone to join the
general's work of crushing the i
peoplel  These peasants and labour-
€7 were starving in spite of the richest
harvests which their toil had produced.
They were aften prohibited from leay-
ing the villages and even their houses
ind hovels after dark, ss the land-
owners were always afraid of vindic-
tive acts, sahotage and incendiarism.
Peasants Take Matters Into
Their Own Hands;
" Invisible Expropriation *’
Living thus under the high
of hard work, periodical starvation and
t:!-»n placed in generous ideals and
d men preparing to fight for them,
these peasants got to know exactly
what they wanted, if only the armed

the town wark In the eigh

of their

% 3

century the land question was more
lhmnughlg;'invuﬁpud in Spain than
in any other country, and in the carly
ntnrtumh} g century, propositions Jike
those of Henry George were already
before the mm.ir. But nothing was
done, ma the rich absentee landlords
were at the same time the Court aris-
tocracy and their youn sons the
military officers, the lﬁ civil ser-

Oppressors  was

or broken and f
equality and solidarity would hold
their own, Neither the great Enquiry
in the cighteenth century, nor the
sitempts at legislation during the pres-
ent Republic of 1931 were o any good
uthem,b_uturhuanpubli:hadn
- ;}ommullr mt:hud a little the
ns of power, the pessants began 51
last to take matters into l.lll:;rg own
hands.  There was what is called “the

g

P ar
the tlmlu.-mu’ s assault of tl‘::m"mﬂlﬂ
and

The Results of the

ﬁ:d‘i' to act whenever
full spirit of the ions
deseribed here. What MW
are doing, then, s nejther
fiotous excess, nor is it
effects of excitement by outside.
ators, but is really the fulfilment
of many up-to.date well-reasoned
hopes and expectations. 1n Andalusia
their were frustrated as the
treacherous forces when they
quelled the ullill.lnm of the practically

sent to the :om;ﬂ,gp. and
na and s6 man others,

£
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Fi8

(continued at foor of col. 1, p. ﬂa 4

conspirators of July 17th !
5 |
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The Social Revolution
in Spain
ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION OF
CATALONIA

Collectivization of Industry and Commerce

A new propesal for the first stage of
the new economy was submitted by
Juan P. Fabregas, Councillor of the
Generality, representing the C.NT.
The plan was firt proposed to the
Generality Council and this proposal
was followed by a detailed report,
which was covered in two sessions at
the National Palace at Montjuich on
Saturday night and Sunday, Decem-
ber 5th and 6th respectively.

The huge and luxurious palace,
brilliantly illuminated, its balconies
hung with banners bearing the arms
of the different Catalan provinces, was
filled to overflowing. It is estimated
that at each session between fifteen
and twenty thousand people sttended,
invited by special request cards which
had been distributed in all syndicates,
factories and other institutions,

The following speak 44 4
the audience and gave 2 detailed
account of the new economy plan:
Jose Gimenez, of the Junta of Syn-
dical Control in Eeconomy of the
CN.T. and the F.AL; E. Ruiz Pon-
seti, Council of Economy, from the
U.G.T.; Juan P. Fabragis, Councillor
of Economy in the Generality of Cata-
lonia of the CN.T, and Luis Com-
panys, President of Catalonia, pre-
sided at this meeting.

Thousands of workers gathered for
the first time in history to listen to the
lans for a new structure of economy.
Eldl of the orators explicitly de-
clared that he could not speak in the
name of his organisation unless he
spoke with clarity and conviction, and
gnnounced that the new plan is the
most practical for the achievement of
i over the fascists and the secu-
rity af the revolutionary spcial and
ecanomic Hie.

{continued [rom p. 2, col. 5)

ste the ruin and murder done there.
But in Free Spain the new waork of
the peasants must be called wonder-
ful.

had a unique chance 1o et

things right without outside inter-
ference. Unifications is but a mmhig
growth, only autonomy is creative an
enjoyed it.  Local wrongs re-
quire local remedies. They straight-
ened things out as best they could,
weeded out the unsocial elements and
mode whatever new beginnings can
be made under the merciless pressure
of an invader close by. The young
go to fight, the old and the women
do the work, a rifle to hand too, for
a few of them have joined the

§

the big owners who either left or who
ars now content with & smaller bit of

ground. A maximum of ration
and enjoyment of individual

It was emphasised that the National
Confederation of Labour and the
people of Barcelona are of the opinion
that if we cannot triumph over the
fascists with arms, we can do so by
mastering industry And we cannot
reconstruct life upon a new economic
basis without the syndicates. Inter-
est is not only centred upan the de-
feat of fascism, but on the building
of a new society for to-morrow,

The collectivization of the economy
as proposed by Comrade Fabregas, is

e weapon for victory over fascism
and for making the new economic
structure.

What is this new plan? It can be
summarised in three stages: (1) war
against fascism; (2) economic and (3)
cultural development.  All these de-
pend on the functioning of the eco-
nomy not to benefit a fixed group of
workers but for the common benefit
of the entire community.

The Collectivization Decree passed
by the Generality a few weeks ago was
not very clear and had no idealogic
and revolutionary connections. After
the decree, therefore, the collectiviza-
tion of the factories was begun by the
workers of each shop and factory, but
no one really benefited from the cal-
lectivised system  except the waorkers
engaged in these particular enterprises.
That is to say, the profits of each fac-
tory or industry were divided by the
workers of the same, leaving & small

rofit for an emergency fund, o cover
osses in other industries and for
public services generally.

The objective is to abolish indi-
vidual or group egoism and to de-
velop in s place a communily
responsibility. |t was clearly empha-

sised at the moetings on Saturday
e
accept H of sacrifice a
be willing to rpﬁw himself of

ial comforts during the war and
the revolution until the struggle has
ended triumphantly, and then each
will be able to gain greater fruits
from his labour.

Similar proposals for economy were
put forward for use in each enter-
prise; the decrease of unnecessary
costs of miscelluneous accommodations
of service and transportation as a
meuns of completing our great mis-

sion,

All the speakers stressed the impar-
tance of working longer hours with
greater efficiency in order to increase
production. Above all the rigid re-
sponsibility of everyone in our great
struggle was repested many times. In
the audience, besides the general mass,
rep! ives of the ical organ-
isations were present, and these pro-
posals were warmly responded to and
cheered with the g husi
especially when Companys made the
closing that all responsibil

TRIBUTE TO DURRUTI

Impressive Scenes in
Barcelona

Cyril Comnolly. in an article on
Barcelona in the New Statermin &
Nation describes the scenes at Dur-
ruti’s [uneral,

* Why did half 8 million people turn
out in the rain on this occasion,
marching in  silence  twenty-five
abreast, climbing up trees, crowding

the windows to see this man's coffin
carried on its six-hour journcy by the
pall-bearers? - Why did the car bring-

g his body from Madrid have to
speed th the ¥
hours to avoid the lorry loads of wait-
ing’ flowers which there »
time to fetch?

could pet the

res in the small

sald be no
It ™emed that if one
answer,  penetrating
beneath the eulogies, one
would understand something of the
Spanish revolution.”

verbose

Of the man, he writes:

" Durruti was one of the fint to
realise the importance of attacking,
and led a column up to Aragon. He
proved a natural organiser and his
column, on the front of Bujaroloz, be-
came famous as the perfect example
of ‘organised discipline,’ that is to
say, of a kind of * honour system * by
which the anarchists, whe detest mili-
tarism and disapprove of all orders
and words of command, were able to
establish a sort of natural obedience
to his wishes. He lived the same life
as his men, acceusible to all, going
barofoot fill all had received boots,
and only differentiated from them b
the possession of a pair of ﬁdd‘{
glasses.

* He was put in command of the
Catalan reinforcements sent to Madrid
and was killed on his way back by car
from the front by a bullet in the spine,
fired from behind, from the upper
window of a deserted villa. His last
words were * se me para el corazon,”
though he had previously said that he
could never regret dying now, for he
had lived, in the last three months,
through what had been the dream of

every revolutionary for centuries
He was a  rugged, lion-like
man, p d of natural Intelli c

and reckless courage, capable of com-
plete devotion to his ideals of " madre
anarquia” and to the people who
shared them, and an equally untiring
energy in using direct action against
the capitalists who dida't. His gift
of leadership made him an extreme
danger to the Fascists (who had
already shot his mother) and his death
made him a revolutionary martyr, a
symbal to all the parties of the Left
of the sacrifices they wodld have to
make and the privations they would
have to undergo. His mammoth
funeral (“no king could have a
better," said an anarchist to me) moar
not only a tribute to him but an act
of defiance to the enemy"

AN INVITATION

The receipt of & copy of * SPAIN and
the WORLD™ s an Invitation te
subscribe.  Though the services of the
Editors ars given free, postage and print.
ing expenses must be pald regularly.
ﬁLﬂmpﬁon for 13 issues 2/6 or
i 0.60§ froe,

ity rested with the workers.

post
for 26 imsues 4/6 or
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Who are the Anarchists in
Spain ?
MORE TRIBUTES BY PROMINENT MEN
Anarchists Puttin?‘hén;;r Into Practice

continued from previous isur)

Sir Peter Chalmers Mitchell, dis-
tnguished scientist, Fellow of the
Royal Society, was in Malaga at the
time when the British Press was cir-
culating atrocity stories; incidents
which apparently took place there
Sir Peter Chalmers Mitchell wrote a
long letter to the Timer deseribing the
situstion as he saw it at that time.
He describes the . way the Rebels were
shooting prominent people in the parts
captured by them, though the Loyal-
ists never shot their prisoners. “ But
as the fortunes of the Government
wavered,"—he writes “as Moorish
troops poured in from Africa, as
munitions and armaments and trained
officers poured in from Fascist Powers,
and as it became elear that not even
moral support was coming from Eng-
land and France, the Civil Govern-
ment of the town became weaker and
contral passed more and more
to the Left, the Trade Union Com-
munist (UL.G.T.) and the anarchist
syndicalist group (F.A.L, CN.T.) took
the most active part in affairs. Both
sets organised militia; the former were
more active in trying to regulate sup-
plies and unemployment and in
ing refugees. The latter specialized
in  arranging nmew hosputals for
wounded soldiers and in propagenda
for the future. The former attempted
to bribe men into the militia by
promising them permanent service in
the standing Army when the war was
over, The latter were bitterly opposed
to all standing Armics and even their
leaders refused the rank of officers in
the militia. The former thought
chiefly of raising wages at the expense
of what they supposed to be the
capitulistic fund.  The latter were
trying to organise a new Spain based
on creative work of all kinds, Among
the latter | made the ecquaintance of
same of the most constructive idealists
1 have roer met, same of them miners

and carp , others of lknowledg
and culture”
Carlo  Rosselli, ex-Professor in

Economics  at the University of
Genoa, and director of the Liberal
newspaper, GIUSTIZIA E LIBER-
TA, writes of the anarchists in the
following terms, in an article dealing
with the situation in Catalonia:
* Catalonia comprises a large section
of the Spanish population, hall the
country's wealth and three-quarters of
its industries. In three months Cata-
lonia has been able to substitute a
new social system in the place of a
tottering regime, This ix due, above
all, to the anarchists who have shotun
a remarkable spirit of moderation, of
ate bl an erg i ? v
Anarcho-Syndicalism, which  has
always  been  misrepresented  and
abused, displays formidable construc-
tive powers.  Santillan, the anarchist,
recently spoke to me about the recon-
struction of a powerful war industry.
And, in fact, we have been able to
appreciate the utility of this industrial
mobilisation at the front itsell. We

went to fight with just » shirt on our
hacks and a pair of bathing shoes on
our feet. And now, we are slowly
becoming a well equipped Army.

1 am not an anarchist; but | deem
it my duty in the face of justice to
state quite frankly my opinion on the
true nature of Catalan anarchism, too
often represented a3 a purely critical,
destructive, ever criminal force. Cata-
lan anarchism is, apart from every-
thing else, & strong current in the wes-
tern workers'” movement. The Liber-
tarian-Communists of Catalonia are
the “ voluntaries ™ to whom social life
in its entirety is not the result of a
mechanised development of produc-
tive forces, but the result of creative
willingness, and the struggle of the
masses.  Their starting point is the
individual.  According to them the
revolution must have the services of
the individual as the starting point,
as the instrument and as the sim. No
buresucratic laws, but free association
of free men.

A kind of * libertarian humanism,”
such is the esience of Catalen anarch-
irm which is a movement stecped in
culture, Culture is s passion. Ita
greatest martyr was a  teacher, a
pedagogue® Francisco Ferrer. The
“allegalist  anarchists";  Durruti,
Ascaso, Jover, Oliver founded in Paris
a library at the time when they were
being hunted in Catalonia like thieves,

I remained 75 dayr at the fromt with
anarchists, and I admire them.

The Catalan anarchists are the
herioc vanguard of the Western Revo-
lution. With them has been born a
nets world, and it is a great joy to be
able to rerve i,

You, doctrinal Revolutionaries of
Madrid, men of the IInd and IIlrd
Internationals, reformists, and you
who are mixed up in it!  When it
concerns anarchiam, think of the 19th
and 20th of July in Barcelona: do not
forget that one of the ablest fascist
Generals, namely Godet, had scientif-
ically prepared for some time, the
shattering attack an Catalonis. The
strategic points wete occupied before-
hand by 40,000 men, T{mﬂ:‘vﬂﬂj,
Barcelona had fallen . . . .

The fate of Spain is in the hands of
Catalonia.  Authoritarian  Socialism
and Communism look on with anguish
at this phenomenon which goes bevond
their written formulae ., . . .

(te be continued)

Revolutionary Economy
At Valjunquera

This village, like many others, had
fallen into apathy and listlessness, and
it proved no eusy task to arouse it
from its lethargy. Nevertheless a col-
lective wan formed by some 200
peasants. ch jon has made
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Friendly and Unfriendly

A REVIEW OF PRESS VIEWS

Universe—Vernon Bartlett—Generalitat de Cataluynia-
Sunday Times—Manchester Guardian

The “ Universe," undoubtedly worried at having to rectify continually
atrocity stories, by which Archbishops who are alive and well are said to
have been murdered (see our first issue), has now launched a campaign
disproving the atrocities which the Protestant newspaper accuses the Rebels
of having committed on Protestant priests!  We have never heard of unity
in the Church, but we thought that in this crisis Popular Front tactics
might have been adopted against those supposed “ rapers of nums™ and

“ vandals "—labelled the * Reds.”

However, not so, and we can but hope

that they will continue slandering one another for evermore and not have
the time to interfete with politics of which they show the grossest ignorance.

The Truth Always Meets Opposition

Vernan Bartlett in the December
issue of his " WORLD REVIEW ™
writes in the cditorial that

“1 have not, | am thankful to say,
ever commilted a major crime or in
any other way made myself a subject
of controversy on the front pages of
the newspapers, But 1 have begun to
realise a little how unpleasant it must
be to become an unpopular villain,
As the result of writing or broadcast-
ing about what | actuslly saw in
Spain, and not about what peaple
expected me to see, | have become the
recipient of letters which could hardly
be more bitter, reproachful or insult-
ing if | had murdered my grand-
mother and left her poor body in a
cabin trunk at Waterloo Station.

“ And why? Because | could not
accept the view held by ther writers
that everybody on the povernment side
in Spain was @ murderer, a forturer,
a Communist paid by Moscow and all
the rest of &

" Wo raite a United Cry against the

Oppression of the Workers

This is the title given to the appeal,
published by the * Universe" (19th
Dec.) and signed by some 4 Arch-
bishops and 13 Bishope It includes
the words of the late Pope Leo X111
wha said that * Wealth has been con-
crntrated in the hands of the feve and
teo many huve become proletarians.”
The whole appeal is based on this
statement. Now, perhaps we can give
a linle information which might be
included as a foot-note, and should
bear the title " Let ur practive what we
preach,” followed by this list:

MNearly £500,000 were found in
the Bishop's palace in Madrid and
handed over to the Government
(" Sunday Times " 25/8/36}—I6
million pesetas wore found in the
palace of the Bishop of Vich, A
total of 30,000,000 pesetas wore
confiscated in Catalonia alone
" Manchester Guardian 5.-"8_1"’35}.

The " Litte Sisters of the Poor ™
in Madrid left 100 million pesatas
behind them when they loft
Madrid.

Is it surprising therefore that most
sensible people cannot take these
bumanitarian declarations very seri-
ously? The fact is that there are
many Catholics fighting against the
Official Catholic Army supported by
a great majority of Moo

The Company of Josus and the

Mational Econamy

The Generalitat de Cataluynia pub-
lishes & very interesting document in
ane of their Bulletine. It reads s
follows

The wealth of the Company of
Jesus in Spain before the 19th of July
was enormous. They had about six
thousand million pesetas invested in
the national economy. It was the
Jesuits, who held the largest shares in
Spanish railways, trams, gas, elec-
tricity ,and maritime transport. They
speculated in real estate in most of
the larger towns and manoevred the
stock exchange in favour of their own
interests, The bank and telephone
services were under their contsol.
Indecd in the latter they had a repre-
sentative, the Marquis of Urguijo, a
famous banker, while another of their
agents, Ruiz Senén, was on the board
of about 40 powerful companies. The
Company of Jesus had its claws in
most of the heavy industry of the
country in this way The economy
wis in their hands and the remaining
moncy belonging to Spain was con-
trolled by varous other religious
orders, bishops and other powerful
digmitarics. It was these powerful
economic and social forces which were
mobilized to prevent the dissolution of
the religious orders,

Certan orders, after gigantic com-
bats, were dimsolved, but their in-
vestments, not only remained intact
but continued to sccumulate capital
The Jesuits were willing to play at
martrydom and many of them accord-
ingly set off abroad taking their gold
with them whenever they could, which
was another way of picking the Re-
public’s pockets. But many of them
managed to stay on by joining other
arders which hod adapted themsclves
tn certam local conditions, or else by
acting in & private way . but they
continued to keep their influence alive
by teaching children and  bringing
them up

All i+ Welll Broken heart found!
Te be pisced together again!

The * Universe ™ publishes infor-
mation which they esteem will bring
‘joy " to readers. We reproduce it,
both because of its entertainment value
and hecause it shows our readers what
these people, who have controlled the
brain of children in Spain for so many
vears, must have twught them, if this
ncident is sufhicient to bring joy

[+ is being expressed ay the
heart on the great statue
mounted the national shrine of
m the Hill of the
i has been found
slter the Reds fad
e the momonent. Bt s in three

ning the heart vaell, broken in
e The finder passed.the picces

\continued af Joor of wext column)

‘BEHIND THE SPANISH
BARRICADES'
by John

—_—
Davies,

glance " Behind the
Spaish Barrichdes™ gives one the

jon of having been written in

a day's for the Spanish Re-
publicans. e of the enormous
difficultics in the way of aid to
Spain—the Government arrests cal-
lectors, confiscations of funds, ete.—
the working population have taken up
this initistive with great enthusizsm
and self-nacrifice.s
URUGUAY

‘The solidarity of all workers, demn-
crats and progressive thinkers, with
and the Spanish people fighting

a light vein, almost with that
attitude that 1t ;
happen in Spain.” In reality, hidden
beneath this apparent suf
and indifference is a deep understand-
ing of the Spanish situation and the
mentality of the brave Spanish people
fighting behind those barricades.
There is no attempt by the author
to make a political study out of his
book, though he declares quite defin-
itely that he is an anti-Fascist, and in

against [fascism, is already b r
ractical results.  Since the end of
ovember  Women's Commiftee has

been working here, under the presi-

dency of Dr. Paulina Luissi, for the
support of democratic Spain, Collec-
tions of funds have been initiated on

a large scale by the members of this

Committee, in aid of the victims of

fascism in Spain. A great solidarity

campaign of the women of Monte-

video for Republican Spain s

being organised. District Committee

branches have been formed in various
arts of Montevideo, garments are
tu'ng made for the Spanish fighters,
ete. The collection of warm clothing
has brought in excellent results.
Since the end of October the

National Committee for the Defence

aof the Spanish Democratic Republic

has published a2 review, “ Espana

Democratica,” which is carrying on an

energetic campaign against the allies

of the Spanish fascists, and utilises

the preface he als for a clear

g 10 of Spanish War
viewed from the le's angle. “To
the many readers who quite sincerely

believe in the insincerities of our philo-
fascist press 1 say, '1 beg of you to
believe it possible that you have been
misled, Read and imagine things in
terms of human men and women; of
simple folk, insulted and injured,
whose ha‘);molf an end to the Dark
Ages has destroyed by rebellion
subsidised from abroad. I you saw
your family doomed to the conditions
of the Spanish peasantry and work-
ers, would you need Moscow gold to
make you cling to the little you had
and fight for a little more? -
ber all that you have heard of the age-
long tyrannies of Spain; do you realise
that a victory for the Rebels means
their reimposition on the remnant left
alive? "

A Sentiment Born With The People
But by his innumerable pictures of
individuals, so well described in their

word and picture to enligh the
public opinion of Uruguay on events
in Spain.  The National Committee
has already published a large number
of leaflets for the defence of Spanish
democracy.

CANADA

The Spanish delegation, pased
of Marcelling Demingo, Mra. Palen-
cig, and the priest, Luis Saratola, has
concluded its great tour in Canada.
It has held meetings in both the east
and west of Canada, and has gathered
enthusisstic erowds In Vancouver,
Winnipeg, Windsor, and Hamilten,
they were given a hearty welcame by
official reception Committees. In
Winnipeg no fewer than 7,000 per-
sons, headed by the Reception Com-
mittee with the mayor, John Queen,
came to the railway station and ac-
corded the delegation an enthusiastic
welcome. At all the meetings, held
in these places and later in Edmon-
ton, Regina, Saskatoon, Calgary, Vie-
toria; etc., men and women of many
different opinions promised to give
their utmost aid to Republican Spain
The collections taken at all meetings,
and swelled by contributions of wed-
ding rings, bracelets and  other
valuables, have yielded over 5000
dollars.

These are but few of the manifesta-
tions of solidarity for the Spanish
workers

The toll of the war in human lives
and the destruction of houses and
property has left women and children
destitute.  The haspitals are full of
men and women who are incapacitated
for life. They must not be allowed
to die of starvation because of the lack
of solidarity on your parts.

Send your donations NOW to our
Fund.  All monies will he forwarded
to the Committees in Spain and
officially acknowledged

Address your donations to; —

SPAIN AND THE WORLD,
Tempaorary Ofices:
207, GOSWELL ROAD,
LONDON, EC.

(continued from preceding column)

ua to Don Rodrign Penalows whi com-
mands the bartalion now guarding the hill

e sent thes wunt who i presery.
g it seal T private oratory in
Zamoru, woken relic s ke

table londe th fowers.  Mass hoas been
eelebrated oo this table e

followed by » descripti
be put together =
that will follow i

And all this for a piece of bronze
or hrass and yet they are not
shocked or horrified at the sipht of
men blown to pleces in the name of
God These are left 1o rot in the
roads, or scooped into 3 hale in the
ground like ordure,

LIBERTARIAN

detail, and of scenes that take place
every day in Spain, there comes to the
fore an important characteristic in the
Spaniard’s nature: his unbounded love
of Liberty, and as a result an ndi-
viduality which, to our mind, we
should all envy. John Strachey, writ-
ing in the Left Book News, suggested
that it was a pity that * into the new
born working class movement of that
date (1860's) had strayed the brilliant,
erratic, disastrous Russian aristocratic,
Michel Bakunin. He became far
more influential in Spain than the
Marxists.  He aplit the International
and set a great section of the Spanish
working-class movement in the rigid
anarchist mould.” 1 have quoted this
passage by Strachey because Mr,
Langdon-Davies' book shews without
any doubt that anarchism is not the
result of extensive propaganda as that
of the Church or the Communist
party, but is a sentiment born with the
people.  And even more, during this
period, the Spanish people are able to
show themselves as they really are:
lovers of freedom.  ‘We are able to
read of the sheer sentimentality of the
militiamen  besieging  the  Alcazar
Authorities have often repeated that
Toledo should not have fallen, had no
mercy been shown for the besieged
women and children. The author de-
scribes how, when, at long last, it has
heen decided to blow up the Alcazar,
owing ta the arrival of Franco's Moars,
“One morning the commander of the
militia (he writes), bareheaded, his
arms cromsed over his chest, walked
out into the centre of the Pliza de
Zocodover down the avenue of
death 1o the gates of the Alcazar, At
the gate the rebels blindfolded him
and led him in.  He had came o
plead with them, Very soon they
were going to blow the whole furtress
into the air.  In the name of bumanity
let them send out the wamen and chil.
dren They should be given safe
conduct, and be fed and Jooked afte
These are the men whem our gutter
press describes as the harbarians, the
rapers of innocent nuns, and so on!
A Collectivized Village

Mr. Langdon-Davies gives us an
admirable picture of the village of
Selva, which, like many other villuges,
is * collectivized.”

" Port de la Selva is a little fishing
village in a fold of the Pyrences. The
beauty of its white buildings reflected
n i bay of ultramarine may be taken
for granted.  What s more important
1 that behind all the beauty, the
picturesqueness,  the tourist-value,
there shelters less than the normal
amount of social injustice. Part de 1s
Selva s a2 fishing village practically
owned by the Fishermen's Co-opera-
tive.  The fithérmen own the tools
their trade,

of
not only their nety and

1]

by Secker & Warburg, 12/6.
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h

and the

la Selva is to sit in an
free men, and no one ean understand
Spain if he excludes from his idea of
Spain, this reality, For there is some-
thing very Spanish about Port de la
Selva and its co-operation, the spon-
experi ing in the art
of living together. It is somethi
that must remain utterly incompre.
hensible to thos¢ who are condemned
to live in a dormitory on the outskirts
of Landon or New York, who are con-
tent  therefore on Spain's hour of
agony to think of it as a country full
of reds in the pay of Moscow.” Be
sides this village, the author describes
the customs of pessants in Aragon;

* their clothes, their dwellings which

" defy description sive that they are
like the Mlustrations to some German
fairy tale.”

The Communists in this country
have aften spoken of the reluctance of
the Anarchists to co-operate with the
other parties in fighting Fascism, It
is true that there had been some reluc-
tance, but the manner in which the
Anarchists were treated all along
clearly expluins this attitude, The
Catalan rising in 1934 was quickly
suppressed  because the Government
refused 1o arm the men, because to
put arms in the hands of the F.AL
and CN.T. was to “ put power into
the hands of criminal pistoleros.” In
fact, even in July, 1936, the Catalan
Government refused to arm the people,
as the President stated 1o the author
in an interview.  All this suspicion for
men whose ideals are of the highest
and noblest order, could only result in
equal suspicion on their parts, and as
a result a tendency to keep apart from
other palitical movements,

What It Meant To Us

The last chapter is entitled " What
it means to us,” and is a brilliant at-
tack on Mr. |. L. Garvin, who, like
many of his reactionary colleagues,
secs everything in terms of * class war
anarchy,” and in the fall of Madrid a
"Moscow defeat.” The author clearly
discusses all these points, accompany-
ing his arguments with facts, a thing
which is lacking in Mr., Garvin's
articles.

He concludes his excellent book with
these defiant words directed to those
men and women in this country who
are witnessing this human  struggle
with complacence and apathy: “We
turn in humility to the humbie folk of
Spain, republicans, socialists, com-
munists, syndicaliss, anarchists, who
are groping in horror with their bare
hands to save the light from flickering
out.  We turn in anger to those in
England who want the light to die, and
We ery in words to which Spain has
Biven 1 new meaning, No Passatan;
they Shall' Not Pags This Way"

We  have given  Mr, I.J;Ilgdﬂﬂ'
book a long review, but have
#ucceeded in touching on but a few of
the amazing things witnessed h)f him
during these few months, We hope,
though, that we have brought * Be-
hind the Spanish Barricades " to the
notice of our readers s one of the
finest books written as yet on the
Spanish Civil War, snd that st the
same time we shall haye rendered
homage to those brave men and women
hghting for their Liberty, and ours a4
well, as we feel sure the author!of
‘Behind the Spanish Harricades™
wishes us ta di V.R
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