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KEnown

Insiders say

tically

¢ has come under pressire
ernment to attrace muln
investment. As one said, "t

ry impormant to gel busimess

1x may be

part of that.”
r-revolutionary historical
ire currently

like the one we

rough, the low intensity of class

t means that the class war s

SELESS NUS

n Wednesday 25th February the
National Umon of Stodents (NUS)

has called a national day of acnon

education, thas

tdown higher
des with the Assocation ol

Teachers' (AUT) national
strike for a berrer pay deal. This s m

ernment winning the

TESPOnse 1o the g

but nor the argument) on top-up

ces. v is a fig-leaf to cover up the

.!;51\1:.-.

shown over lecturers’ low pay.

The NUS shutdown s part of a s0-

| ¢ alled “Week of Action’, which was

previous inditference the student leader l

come a poor second to the carcerist

of News International, not a great dinner guest

| doubtless called as the NUS Conference |

|
is next maonth and the Nanonal

Executive need to be seen to be dong

semething to get re-clected. Even so,

A sideways look --r

rarely promulgared using guns and
gallows. Class warfare today uses what
Marx called a “refined and civilised
method of explomanon™, using weapons
like taxes, productivity deals and ‘out-
sourcing” 1o grind us down,

But the ‘lirtle people’ also have
weapons, like our non-payment of the
Taries' Poll Tax and the intensity of our
resistance to the ongoing atrack is
cychcal. Tris all too easy to forget that
inter-revalutionary periods inevitably

give way to penods of revolunonary

activiry. Us little people will nor put up
with losing the class war forever.
Mark Devine

students and lecturers working together
to fight the introduction of top-up fees,
and supporting each other n struggle,
1s something we must encourage. On
the ground it seems that many students,
whilst opposed to top-up fees are not
interested in actively becoming involved
in the campaign, and the AUT going on
strike, 1s — at best - disraptive.
Throughout the Last fifteen years, the
interests of the NUS's membership have

mterests of the NUS leadesship. Formee
presidents Stephen Twigg, Jim Murphy
and Lorna Firzsimons now grace the
Labour benches in the Commons, and
Charles Clarke and Jack Straw hold

W page 3, column 1
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“mutual aid and volunmary co-operation; |
We reject all government and economic

police
l:el[copw’- ‘.]'hiu shows a number of

Tepress | arrests. Anyone represented by a
Fmd[::;ﬁrmmm fepende solicitor should ger their salicitor to,
anarchist publisher. Besides this contact Andrew Katzen (020 8986 [n[p ‘mmmmwsum
newspaper, which comes out every twa | 8336); anyone representing themselves IIII:II'B ‘contact. i _
weeks, we produce books on all aspeers | should ring Andrew to check: if i will e pp@hotma
of anarchise theory and practice. help cheir case. “ui - e oW, isps.ofg.
In our building in Whirechapel we run | Legal Defence & Montoring Group Joli ol LR
i e American sent down for J18 Three inmates of HMP Ranby Prison

host o social centre and meeting space,
ithe ﬁiitormm‘y Club. We're currently
developing open-aceess IT proyision for
ACHVISES tO use.

Our aim is to explain anarchism more
widely and to show that human freedom
can only thrive when the institutions of
state and capital have been abolished.
Freedom’s editars wish to present a
broad range of anarchist thought, and

as such the views expressed in the
paper are those of the mdividual
cantributors and not necessarily those
of the edirorial collective,

Donations

Whilst we've stopped publishing a list

ol donanons received, we still need
them, Running an anarchist bookshop
and social cenrre, and publishing a
fortnightly newspaper is expensive, and
we have a large number of overheads.
If you apprectate the work we do please
give generously, send cheques and
postal orders payable o *Freedom
Press' to Freedom Press, 84b
Whirechapel High Steeer; London E1 |

7QX or ger i touch if you'd like ro | ]
stalls from 10am to & pm, Sauthville
|

setup a standing order.

Contributions ||

A big thank you to all the peaple wha
have senr in contributions to the paper

recently. Regeerrably we cannot
personally acknowledge everyrhing we
recewve but would like ro encourage

peaple to continue helping us produce
this paper.

Hacklab

We are a few weeks away from opening

our compurer lab. If vou can donate either
ume or \.“ll‘['llf{'r L‘l]l]'l[‘”l('“‘. ]—‘ll A5€ [oIin
the email lise via the Freedom wehsite

at www . freedompress.org, uk

Circulation

We would like to merease the re:

wership

of Freedam, and an Hipartant parte of

this is gerting better circularion IF you

would like 1o help by selling Freedom

ar asking hlu-l»n-_lm;ﬂ., libraries or
newsagents (o stock ar please write to [

us or email cire@freedompress org.uk

Next issue

Contriburions are wanted [or Tuture
Freedoms, The next issuc will be dared |
fith March 2004 and the last day for

Retting copy oo us will by Thursday

On the 23rd Jan, ar Southwark Crown
Courr (England) James Borek pleaded
puilty to a Section 20 Unlawful Wounding
(GBH) charge and rwo violent disorder
charges plus an additional charge of
skipping bail in 2000. Jim was arrested
after attacking a policeman at the 118
protest in London. He was sentenced o
four and a half vears.

Jimn s @ 22 year old American lad,
who by the nme he is released in 2007
will nar have seen his home or family
tor eight years: Jim, an anarchist, moved
to Dublin (Ireland) when he skipped
bail and was working in a record shop.
He taughr himself to play the tin whistle
and jomed up with the punkilrish trad
band Blood ar Whiskey. It was while

LISTINGS

Bristol
215t February Festival for Peace and
Justice — day of debares, workshops and

Centre, Beauley Road. Conracr 0117
971 7784 for info

Buckinghamshire

27th ta 29th February Living i
Communities course ar LILI, Redfield
Commuruty, Buckingham Road,
Winslow. This course is offered by
Redficld in association with Diggers
and Dreamers. See www.low Impacr.org
or contact lili@lowimpactiorg or call
01296 714184

5th to 7th March How 1o make
biodesel — produce your own cheap,
carbon:neutral diesel with no need for
alrernation to your engine. For more
info see www,lowimpact.org or contace
lili@lowimpact.org or call 01296
714184

19th to 215t March Self-build Geodesic
BPomes —build your own low-impact
dwe |rlll.,,"‘\[lll dEE/spare roomlretrear. .
from Llll..l['. \H'-r.“”.ihh n};l'[l.'”-ll\_ I".II
more info see www.lowimpact.org or
contace lili@lowimpact.org or call
01296 714184

Glasgow
Flth March Freedom readers' Eroup
monthly meering, for maore details

contact ;_:I.i'.,uun'.-.-rrtt"lmrpurp.\:nm

Londan
215t February An African atrernan in
memary of Maleolim: X from 2pm to

<hth February, You can send arncless Spm at Unity centre, 2-4 Ravenstone
lettery to us at Freedom( opy@aal,.com Street, Balham. For mare Inlo cantict
or J sl miail to Bab W hitee |-4ilti Jll|'\jjiil_y"‘"\'.ﬂluu.;nlll ur Fki wun !I,’_:l
iy II aireet, London 1| ()X, BI47 7605

If yom aee interesie din writing

rr-','lnl:lf|:; tor Freedom we w ant e hear

[

From !

25th Fehruary Authors' re ading night

At Use Your Loaf Se il Cenrre,
deptiord Migh Streer, SES, from 7

57

Allpm

(category C with about 725 prisoners)
staged a roofrop protest at the
Nortinghamshire jail on Friday 6th
February. They were being moved from
one part of the jail to another when
they broke free from their escorts and
scaled the roof. They were on the roof
for six hours when they became stuck
on the roof and had to be rescued by
some specialist, highly trained screws.
They were protesting over plans to
maove them to different wings of the
prison, and have all now been
transferred to different prisons. In 1994
a number of prisoners managed to
escape over the fence using makeshifr
ladders, bue they were all eventually
recaptured (sadly).

Bring stuff to read, or just listen ...

26th February Indymedia presents
Kilometer 0, a film about the time the
WTO barricaded irself inside Cancun,
Mexico's luxury hotel strip, and tens of
thousands of people from around rthe
world came to rip down their fences
and stap the meerings. Showing at The
Other Cinema, 11 Rupert Streer, W,
tel 020 7437 0757, entry £7/£5.

26th February What is fascism, and
how do we combar it2, jaint Freedom/
Londaon AF public discussion, Tpm at
the Autonomy Club, 84bh Whitechapel
High Streer, E1

27th February Critical Mass Bike Ride,
meet at'6pm under Waterloo Bridge by
the NFT

28th February EU Dublin Mayday

‘ meenng from 12 noon onwards ar the

Occupied Social Centre, 93 Forress
Road, Kentish Town. For more details
see www.wombles.org.uk

Ist March Libertarian parent and kid
drop-in to be held every Monday from

4.30 ta 6.30pm at the Autonomy Club,
Freedom, 84h Whitechapel High sStreer,
‘ El. Come along and meer like-minded
‘ parents and kids. Ger in touch ar
Ill‘L'I'T‘lflil”i'.]rl'[il"s(q Y .illi'l‘?.th”k
‘ Every Wednesday the LARC Library
trom 1pm at 62 Fieldgare Streer, E1,
Every Saturday Vigil for the release of

Mordechai Vanunu from 12 noor o

2pm ar Kensingron High Streer near the

I‘-rJl.'ll ff\l.lh.l\.'-l\.'_ For more info see
| www.vanunu, freeserve.co.uk

| 020 7378 9324

or call

Manchester

27th February Benefit for Gireater
Manchester and Diserier ¢ ND ar the
Star and Garter with Manc hester
Haoker, Polithure, leans of Poundlynd,
from Spm o Lam, Call 0161 273 & 243

arsee www gmdend org.uk for info

mutifation and despﬁ One suewndldd
the corporate media of a prisone

¥

years berween 1996 ani mﬁﬁ
female prison pop
67%, but suicides
up by 200%.

Oxfordshire

28th February Demo at Campsfield
Refugee Detention Centre berween [2
noon and 2pm. For info call 01865
558145

Yorkshire

5th March Anti-fascist benefit with
Random Hand at the 1in12 Club, 21-
23 Albion Street, Bradford. Call 01274,
734160 or see www. Linl2.com

Animal rights

All across the counrry hunt saboteurs
are working directly in the field o
protect wildlife from the huntsmen
contact: Hunt Saboreurs Assaciation,
PO Box 5254, Northampton NN1 3ZA
www.huntsabs.org.uk

World
Ist March Veggie Manth. See www.

htinl or call 01732 364546, ext 29

Sth March Women’s Environmental
Nerwork Fifteenth Anniversary, See
Www.wen.org.uk

8th March International Womens' Day
event = a special information and
discussion website has been set up at
www.enragernet/m8

Nationwide groups

Anarchist Federation

</o 84b Whitechapel High Street,
London E1 70X
wwwaled.orguk

Class War Federation

PO Box 467, London E8 QX
www.classwaruk.org

Earth First)
www.earthiiestarg uk

Industrial Workers of the World
PO Box 74, 1y ihton, BN 120

WIWW. i ww, sorgiuk

Solidarity Federntion

ammalaid.org.uk/veggiemonth/contents.

Social Centres _
Aumnomonrﬁmxm,of

17 Wese. Montgomery M__
Wwwaut\:mmbmlgguk
The Cowley Club

12 London Road, Brighton Mm
www.cowleyelublorg,uk

Freedom

84b Whitchapel High Street. Lmamnm
Kebele

14 Robertson Road. Easton, Bﬁmnl
BSS 6]Y

www.kebele.org

Lancaster Resource Centre (LaRC)'
The Basement, 78a Penny Street,
Lancaster
www.eco-action.org/lancaster

London Action Resource Cenm
(LARC)

www.londonlarc.org

Ocoupied Social Centre

93 Fortess Road, Kentish Town,
London NWS5 (temporary)
www.wvombles.org.uk

SUMAC Centre

245 Gladstone Street, Nortingham
NG7 6HX

WWw.veggies.org. uk/raimbow/

Use Your Loaf

wwwisquat freeseeve.co.uk/
useyourloaf. bitml

1inl2 Club

21-23 Albion Serget, Bradfocd, Wesy
Yorkshive, B 2Ly

www il 2 com

Soa lnfoshop

56 Crampion Street, London SELT

wawssaleeycat ongy Sea/

62 Fieldgate Streer, London £l R

227 Depttord Migh Streer, London SE&

(ACE) o et

"
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Britain

Do unions

big cheer went up ar 12 aoon

when the Rail, Marinme and

Transpore union (RMT) was
expelled trom the Labour Pasty under

rule &

1. This rule was interpreted o
mcan thar the party’s manifesta was
worosancy and the RMT had broken w
sftiliated 1o the

when several branche

Scomnsh Socialist Party, Bob Crowe, the

RMT's Genoral Secreniry, was ar the

rostrum 41 this hast MmNt 48 One
ding um ol the Labou

Parrv was kicked oot tor uphoiding th

wmion’s AGM decision thay their politi

the nnmely expulsion RMI
1t The purposs
he rrade unior I he politncal |
With the SWPs 1 RESPECTT
[ LT }
I 0 lect d
I eu i I
H i
whoward squad { Se I
W ! 1"
! if
i o
filiaee from New Labous
5 11 alsis wa v 2 anardst
t An
ind A
" )
1 &l
we [rom page 1
niths Anarchist Societ

styouth. net

(Goin’ underground

want respect? ._
Tube workers vote for action on passenger

union leaders just want to talk

he anarcho-svndicalise group

salidarity Federarion (Solled) have

crncised the umon RMT, € slling
an London Tube workers to take direcr
non for better health amd satery,

I'hey

more eftecnive il

than rely on negoiatmon

rathis

Wierkers can be

w take things into their own
unicin bosses are in danger of
stching defeat from the jaws of
Fo nth n bers af RMT

Linderground

I il
af S & madi
vtk n agreement. They also
m it mtatement of 24-hour
{ ! patrods on tracks.
O - JF stk
while 5i1 igreed 1o the o
on sirke metsures such as "goee-slows
where trains would be driven at H Smph,
which ix permirred under the “adde book”. |

dowrn the netwark warhonrt any workers |

The cost of privatisation — the Paddington rail crash

This wewrk-teorrule would effecrively shur | leaders have agreed 1o a half-baked

‘review” of parrols on tracks. This s a

wrkers”

|

Underground as spending on essential
safety checks is reduced and staff are
ditched, following the sell-off of Tube
infrastructure in April last year.

In the thirreen months o Ocrtober
there = derailments, and

vorse as the rest of

tube = the stations and trains - are

rivers

Wilkmnson's saw praobrs rnise sharply to a
recard £36.5 million on sales of £817
million, hardly surprising considenng
the low wages they pay their in-store
employees, the pittance they pay their
prison slaves, and the heavy subsidies
they receive irom the tax-payer to allow

explon pnsoners. The Campaign
ery {CAPS) have also

discovered thar the English Wilkinson

t Prison Slay

T WETE NOTONGUS \.‘.I\\'ii\.\'i\(l’_\ m

In North Carolina in 1858,

if them owned no fewer than nine.

CATS are taking the new approach
1s part of therr dnve o improve working
conditwns tor Brirish: prisoners. They
vere recently informed thart the head of
the Ohio Prisons Department is called
Reminald Wilkinson, so the name
Wilkinsan s synonymuous with prison
repression and abuses! It vou know any
other infamous, Wilkmsons please let
CAPS know

UK Home Secretary David Blunkert
e NOW MOVINE 10 2ot prsoess 1 pay tor
thewr own incarceranon by introducing
so-called Part-tume prisons, so no dnl.lhl
thevre poing to also be qumrcd o do
part-tme jobs. As prisoners already do
work for Wilkinson's CAPS thovghr the
hiem mmight be mterested in emploving 4
parr-time prisoner m ong of therr stores:
Suitahly IIIL'\\l'Li, nsecunty [:u;ln.i Mark
Barnsley and part-time prisoner Waolfie
went o Hull Wilko's v tind aur

Enrering the store handoutfed rogether
the par firse tested just how liede £1.20
will bay vou in Wilkinson's, A ',".J.t.k ol

now being run down in preparation
far privatsation. '

See editonal on page 6

Excerpts taken from Solidarity, freesheet of the
North-East London Solidarity Federation. For a
copy, contact: NELSF, PO Box 1681, London
NE TLE Comact them at nelsolfed@fsmall.net
or sea www.solfed. org.uk

toiler rolls, the sort of item prisoners
are mcreasmgly having to pay for them-
selves, proved too dear, but Guard
Barnsley was very interested by the bags
of "mixed screws’ av two for £1.20,

Just the type ol thing prisoners are
forced to pack for Wilke's. Our convier
was less impressed as of course he's none
too fond of screws. Maoving on, they
decided it was nme 1o try and see what
Wilke's atmtude to employing parr-time
prisoners would be, none too forthcoming
of course, with nuthing acrually available.

We strongly suspect they'd be no
keener to employ the ex-prisoners
who've previously slaved for them
nside, nor least since unlike in prison
they'd have to pay them minimum
wage. The Hull store did present one
opportunity though, i the form of a
photo booth, which Guard Bamnsley
thought mighr bea good place 1o ke
Waolfie’s new 1D photo.

To Wilko's evident lack of amuserient
the pair’s visit was in any event
discreetly filmed and recorded, not
discreetly enough it seems because
Wilkinsons own Security starred
pulling their hair oot and triggesed an
alert, which brought security goards
running from all corners of the precinet

m which their Hull store 1 locared.
They only arrived w time however o
see prisoner Wolfie being liberared, and
deparnng with his tormer guard,
chuckling all the way to the pub.

www. agalnstprisonslavery org
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The Italian job-stoppages

Wildcat action and self-organisation on the rise in Italjt as hundr
of thousands down tools and walk out, reports Alex Allison

Fiumicine airpart cafeteria on the 14th 1.
sranding their ground ‘ February. Two days larer baggage by \ u '.
agminst attacks by handlers wildcarted while other staff
bosses and the stopped wark to support them, together
government in Iraly as | hlockading atrcraft and confrantng
serikes, blockades and | police. This intmidation did nor put

orkers have been

nseranons sweep | them off, as a follow-up strike was
called on the 19th, stopping 364 Hights.
A national transpore workers strike was ] |

den
the country, Regional general srrikes

have been held, and a nanonal gencral |
strike has been called tor the 20th | organised to coincide with a Telecoms
March by the rank<and-fle “base’ union | workers walk-our on the 30cth January. |

CUB and the anarcho-syndicalist US| Alitalia pilots have been striking i3
Much of the discontent has been caused | alongside Venice baggage handlers, and |

by assaules pensions, wages, wellare | as-we go ro print they are ser ro jomn

and the casualisation of employment Railway and ferry employees in a strike |
Whar distinguished the current wave of | on the 20th March. More fighes will be aﬂ
senion is that much of it has been disrupted by m s of the Enav trade N
cers then witk b s, with m :.
IS ;;#;
— sOmie Health . .ﬁ
he | n a tot | Health sector employees struck uti
from. Below are short summaries ot throughout ltaly on the 9th February:
selected action by sector | Ower 155,000 workers were involved in
the action, which will still see medical
Transport emergencies deale with. Unions

| apologised for causing inconvenience o

A management-union stirch

./but telr thar the action, as

pay in Milan was mer with e pu
wildcar of rrunsport employees. A isred well as two more orgamised tor March,
by mulitants of t cessary to prevent the national
n COBAS, wo he vice bemng broken up and stop |
solid stnike, dunng w the &5 ¢ the strike,
1m, bus Or undergrou bosses have agreed (o enrer into

< from nepotiations with the workers,

e s IR o T O

ol school and |
fait idents joined the stnkm uts.an 1 February, The rw Genoa, Hva tactor ‘ark f
ehruary 0 Genoa, llva factory workers foughe For more inf
e factory gates before pohice at the town hall in protest COBASmm::l::s‘T;; at W, d'-
racross the town. In igainse job losses, . i
; and the US| at www.ecn.org/ usi-ait
0 Ok- g .ght t.t
|
nst x 10N (i 05l I
nd rhie By
Fedor s the bush are made up O appoin 50 he g :
or ful sk ¢ 0, t ide up ol appointees of the Unlike previous US wars in Mexico,
I : 3 27 Our-sttttude ek ipnt government under invesnganon, Both Cuba, the Phillipines, Vietnam and
, ohi % : g have 4 narrow remit, looking purely at many more, Bush’s assertions on the j
lrelan uni lederal enquiry w he inrelli; nd n . .
5 " ¢ pcrid T b the Intel nd not the use of itby | reasons for it have been subject 1o 5
. ’ ; : : ’ 1 ) The government's i questo v B =
t OrEanISANG | d -t make suy | ot ind Blair's il fl .I. S ek STt TR ctough before the {
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S . I T | B reast thatgor that treatment. | real ieeivee. A i l\“n 1|| n fram thi macdle a difference (proving, medentally,
0 | ogether a : cal issues. And o delay things oy e :
I ] i l e hy the st morality of the US | after the US elect PRI the role of the media as purveyars of
AL ) 1hr 1 . it 4 i LIlon -
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- . th : 0es nor merit an enquiry. | mass destruction. And David Alpe. || Lo e U
| I f ) ind bt too much flesh on i A ik wid Albrighe, And vee there are no calls for
1 ) i : V lormer UN nuclear inipecta
he trad | m rrantl k througl st and the world i lisie contiacts an borh gl : L pl o it e . i“‘ m“
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Creen and Black Bulletin

Rise of the barbarian

May the barbarians break loose, may they sharpen their swords and
may they brandish their battleaxes. Hmmm ...

h OF course, the majority of anarchises

¢ current

surroind ar that tme, as im our own, did nor

isation, technology or

wiltsanion, rechmolog question civi
1 en - anarchy versos red progress. Kropotkin's viston ol
: d 50 or 1 ef communised Facrories, Fields and
1 that criticism | Workshops or Josinh Warrn n's True
; tian ha | centl Civilisanion anevitably have more appeal
thar urch nd not pr d o face
think t m e, and n the anarchist crngues
ntul to ! 0 f Hstr ind ¢ ation that
7o affer no clear vision of what will

trer the revolutionary destruction ol

ivilisation thar they hare

[he early twentieth century, and

particularly the grear massacre known

the Fiest World War, brought a major

11 the

. A number of tf bourgeots ideal of progress was thoroughly

Laviisanon
radical of the Romantics (Bluke

eroded and the questionng of civilizanon

| feselt was a significant aspect of a number
| oof paddical movements including dadassm,

| Russian anarchosfirearism and carly

i Shelley among others) were distineely
diserusetul of indusrrialism and s
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| become imcreasingly controlled and
mechanised, and human beings
||l\|'r.1~|ng]_\ c-\nh'rlln'd tor therr roles as
cops in the social machine, Histomcally
the thread that has gone through all
that 1s best in the anmarchist movement
has not been a faithan civilisation or
technalogy or progress, but rather the
desire for every individual to be tree to
create her or his life as he or she sees fie
in free associanon others, 1n other
words, the desire for the individual and
collective reappropriation of life. And

| this desire is sull what motivates anarchist
strugele: Ar this point it is clear to me

| that the technological system s an
mtegral part of the nerwork of domina-
tion. It has been developed to serve the

interests of the rulers of this world.
|I One of the primary purposes of large-
scale technological systems is the
| ' mamrenance and expansion of social

this requires a technological

self-mamtaining,

mtervennon

Tl
LR [

nal human

srogress had no mhberent

in liberation was

1d nany revol
e First Worle
i if 1l th
] “nror 5
ouk out now an

result ol all

he
it \

1 W oant MLION PerSpective 15
rimitivist perspective, While it
feed be inspining ro look at the

entl narch 1IN COMMUNIST
pects of some "primunve” eultures, 1'do
1 m rififue On a comparson
1 ¢ hese cultures and the current
liey, but rather on the way i which
| oof the various instirutions tha

se Civilisation act mogether 1o

v life from me and tatn it 4

ocial reproduction, and how

storm social lite into a
I-f\llll\l’l'nl |"I-"1 C55 50ry l”!' l||'ll|\ (1]
mamntamn the rulers and their social order.
oluttonary

Thus, i 15 essentially a rey

ind this is why I will

make use of anything in that

enal which s the history of revolution

iry theory and pracnice thut can enhance

my struggle, Primitive” people have

aften lived in anarchic and communisiic

I

wavs, but they do nor have a history ot

| revolutionary nlrll:_‘.I_.’]( from which we

can loot weapons [or our current

struggle. Having said this, however

do recognise those anarcho-primitivists

who contunue (O reCogEnisce [I\l.' NEecessIy

ol revolution and class struggle as my

les and porential accomplices:
volutionary struggle against the
cwvilisation of control and profic that
surrounds us will not be the reasanable

eEmpt o IJLL' over means of “J'lullll.'l‘llil'l.

The -,|.l~f'll-\|:-w\|* of this world seem o
understand thav this 1s no longer an
option for liberation (if it ever was), It
most are not clear about precisely who
or what is the enemy. most do understand
that they have nothing to say to those
in power, because they no longer share
a common language. We who have heen
dispossessed by this world now know
that we can expect nothing from . If
wie dream of another \\nr]d, We cannot
express that dream, becanse this world

does not provide the wards for . And

maost likely many no longer dream.

['hey just teel rage av the continuing

| d.'ur.ld.lluun of their existence, So thn.

revolution will, indeed, be the release of

the "wicked passions® of which Bakunin

\[‘lll\l’. the destructive l,\"l‘-.\'hnl:- that are

the only door o a free existence. Tv will

be the coming of the barbanans predicred
| by Dejacque and Coeurderoy. But it is

His time is at hand: Conan, California State Governor (Republican)

precisely when people know that they
no longer have anything to say to their
rulers, that they may learn how to ralk
with cach other It is precisely when
people know that the possibilities of
this world can offer them nothing rhat
they may learn how to dream the
impossible. This network of institunons
that dominate our lite, this civilisaton,
has turned our world into a roxic
prison. There is 30 much to be
destroved so that a free existence may
be created. The time of the barbarians
is at hand.

May rhe -barbanans break loose, May
they sharpen their swords, may they
brandish their bartleaxes, may they strike
their enemies without pity. May hatred
take the place of olerance, may fury
take the place of resignation, miy
outrage take the place of respect. May
the barbarian hordes go to the assaule,
autonomaously, in the way that they
determuine. And may no parliament, no
credit institution, no supermarket, no
barracks, o facwiry ever grow agam
after thewr passage. In the face of the
conerere that rises 1o strike the sky and

the pollution thae fouls i, ane can well
say with Dejacque that “1e s ot the
divckness thiae the Barbarians will bring
to the world this time, it s the light™

Crisso/Odoteo
First published in Venomous Butterdty
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Editorial

o, large sectio
have been privansed. and

miare are set t be in the near

future — so what aptiom ane

now open o the Tube
workers: Well, lirstly, the

fact thar union bosses have

sold out and ignored thorr members’
wishes muikes things i lor maore stri
farward. Afrer all, workers don’e meed
union hosses to give
rake action which aHeces so many
peaple’s welfare and lives, The facts
rhat the very action that the ballo has
sanctioned could be raker ar any rune
ro grear ¢Hect and carried on as and
when workers fe¢l it |5 necessary ro
schieve there dermands
Faking acnon on the b, as ulﬁpnwni
o walking out on serike, is an under
used bur highly-eflective way of forcing
o voncede i vour demands

nent
Gao-slows, wark-ro-rules and sir-ins ar
oodupanans are often all far more
sensible and effective ways of akimg
action. Firstly, you don't lose any pay

Alsa, vou don't have o worry abour

place has lirtle ar no etecr o undermuning | oo eney, emergence and symbiosis

the action. Ofren with a cony entional
walk-out" strike the umon officials
have all the sav as to' when, where and

how the action takes place. And they

int

can choose o sell our when they w

taking

In contrast,

Jo g iyl

varkers which are now

yzht-

| 2. Sociologsts themselves, even Ed
Wilson to same extene, have long

pudiated the crude and simphsric

derermmism thar Peter continues

hem permission o

involving both nature and nurure

[

| penenic

dulibe

an opportuniey ({1

fias 0w MArEaW, scientiste outlonk. As
having an ‘inflexable mind’, please =

i hardly o match for dear Peter. Let

()]

Tired mantra

I'm sure many readers are now getring
fared of Perer Gihson’s incessant rheraric

i favour of gen
his rather dismissive
poth anthropology and anarchism
d “rired and old” (Commentary,
=th Februaryl: In fact he hardly loses

Commentary

very insight liberates them. ‘
Harold Barclay's lietle book, The .‘Iﬂl.f.
which spacked the whole cantroversy i
4 ming of valuable information about
e but says liutle about their psycho-
logical origin, Whit it does say w0t
encOuragIng: “ we must acknowledge
that entrenched in the human psyche is
o porentiality for a will t power”. That
seems to imply that the ‘potentiality” s
dicable in humans as ¢ is in
in which we're stuck with the

et determinism and seat

arnrude towards

romore and parade
as nera

amimials,
sure for even

Francis Ellingham

me make four brief pomrs.

1. The apposition that Peter sets up
herween matire and umre, ool
and anthropology s redunda
outdated, for borh soci| scientists and
hiologses hay
| everything people
always both brological and social,

| to espouse, sec

prcker lines, and any scahhing that mkes | such ropics as complexity, autopoiesis,

ind untenable

3. As Peter almost has apoplexy ar the

will perhaps

Cecount

factors are mvolved inunderstanding

4

Pe

pra — bis

Richard Lewd

e

| that are of such importance o contem- |
| parary hiologists. The social determimsm

| of posrmadernism is equally one-sided

al whar

wven Jead him to realise that many

hen lay Gould, Lynn

- -
w0 | Rights alright
Panl Maguire says thae I haven't answered
s ‘rights tor

nt and

fus question about the BN
whires” slogan (Commentary, 24k
Januiry], even though | spent two
paragraphs of my last lerter doing so.
To recapirulate: my reply s that righrs
shouldn't depend on any category. They
chould he for everyone. not just for
whites. We should fight for our freedom
by rejecting fixed carcgories and nor by
demanding ‘nighes’ for the categories,
which aren’t rights for us as real people
who exceed and escape the caregories.
Now 1'd like to ask Paul a few guesnons.

lony recogmsed that
Jdor is inrrinsically and

wely quire oblivious to

|. Why does he keep assuming that
someone can only give or reccive
\II||\|,.|"|T‘ n ‘I_l.!‘l‘ o common or

ests or desires? Why

¢ difference must

conflict and dwision?
Is this, perhaps, an unconscious remnant

en and Friot | of the ‘bourgeois mdividualism' he ¢laims
i d seientisd who | to have rejected, expressed through the
him a more nuanced. | ASSUMpLion that everyone only ever
minkes us humans tick, pursues mdividual selt-interest:

2 Why does he call a politics of difference
bourgeois’, when the inherent logic of

capitalism is to homogenise the world

the complexity of human life
What concerns e 1sn't 5o much in line with \.111|[.I.||‘|1 :1111:!:\Ll|hnr('?
ree’s narrow and prejudiced 1. 1f class identiry'is objective and not
ntion of biolagy and his continual it all a discursive construct, what is to
msrepresentation of both anthropology someone sertmg up a hierarchical

taken b
ised. It 15 worth raking a look ar rhese
nd the advantages sifer worker
pposed to stmike acoon
It i
Transy
1] 1
O W
I (8 ]4]
1§ 1
Iy
more th
I i
\ 0 he d | by
orke |
bl I th m
] natl dust Cour
| i = .
I ! | dur 1 )
1914, Railw . Passon SN
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Quiz answers

rather the political yreanisation in order to represent the

vital Interests of this category? lsn't such

trom this

wolution a necessary develop

e class would have to

nimacy of this partcolar

1ald “bourgems

tor the

bring them into

anel r tired man
ik an Hict wach the “interests’ of the ‘class
1 Class | relation bwlt mto
W pr i < exists only when
Brian Morris | both nuling and rking class exist
r 1 icon ggamst rhe
bolishes not anly

working

g class loses the relanonal

Haw, then

to become

d where they ar

abolish

re they

emphasises

15 fundamental?

¢ I've no wish to deny the existence ot
¢ 1 d reach o OPPressive I lanions structured around
{ s lass, but Paul s wrong o estahlish
ol i i such a strong binary berween class
A tar p whicl Oppressions and those constructed around
the stare other ¢ tegories, & lais Oppression ¢ 't

amply be brovght to an end by thinking

h i | ditferently™ = but which oppression can
Ocia FUCTL imply be thought” nut of existence?
|
\ neck arders I5 an ndividoal’s rejection ol racism
Chimpanzees even ‘ pornge to smash the racist state? s an
ho build power hases -I--||'.:.|u||-\rurllinlllHf]‘-.t\hl.![lh
rying favour by Kissing | oppression going to tear down the mental
ychological lactors ‘ hospitals? Oppressive discourse 15m't
raving far power simply @ matter of linguage and thought,
o greate seates drive Bt is also constructed through the

wwighe nto | rerritorinl acrangement of physical

environments and through practices of

.

ymans can and that

physical vialence. To escape the dmluﬁltd}
hoxes, we need to resit the cages and
chaiiis through which they re bl not
only the labels they bear

In the case of every deep-rooted
oppressive relafion. Ihill‘fiﬂg bqrand the
OPPTESSar’S CATeRoTIes is m!pfﬁqent 10
end oppression = although it's alse
fecessary to make possible s mufr._'nrnmg.
Just as an anti-racist or :mn-nlc:mt
politics which ignores class will fail to
overcome capitalist oppression, s0.a
class politics which insists o the
primacy of class over other forms of
oppression is insuificient 10 achieve @
truly free society in which all relations

af oppression are OVErcome.
AR.

Daoes Paul Maguine seill consider himself
warking class? According to his previous
letrers, the mere discussion of “antis
messianic messianism (his term) would
mark him out as a middle class buffoon
of the type thar clogs up the miliew.
Daes he discuss the ‘abyssal” with his
workinates on their tea break? [ guess
he doesn’t talk of such things. It would
he inappropriate, and that’s precisely
my point when | talk of what it 15 to be
an anarchist — what it i5 to find yourself

| plantudes, He thought it got in the way,

helonging to a milieu thar others don’s
even know exists,

When we become pro-revs, we're
suddenly bestowed with consciousness,
Everything maters and has signihicance.
We see congealed labour and alienation
in every abject around us. Bur we also
find that we can’t communicate with
aur friends, family and workmates as
we used o, noomatter IT()\\' much we
prn-tcnd fand we do pretend) o be srill
one of the bovs. When you become a
pro-revolutionary, you separate yourselt.

There's something important here,
more than important. Paul has given
me plenty ot unedired abuse over the
last few months. He didn’t like it because
I tried to work out conceprs for mysclf.

| questioned assumprions and moral

bur really 1 was only doing what he
does himsell and what we are all meant
to be doing as anarchists — searching
for a means to grasp the world.

But there's a difference berween us- 1
haven't readd most of the writers he talks
about, 1 didn’t read academics until
after 1'd worked it all our for myself,
and even then | found them wanting.
He says 've arnived somewhere near to
whart Derrida says. Well, blow me, and
unpaid as well. Sohow did 1 do iz 1

redd with the milieu, | read its news

sheers and journals and pamphlets. 1
treated thewr writers with respect, ook

them at face value and held them

accountable tor whar they wrote

They hated it when T poo-pooed their
hand-me-down lefust shit. 1 did the
acnvist thing. | saw how it didn't connect,
hur 1 didn't burn our or withdraw. | re-
thought 1t out again. | wrote more
letters, made more contacts, asked
MOTE questinns, | tried to read the
academics, tried to formalise ar, but |
found they didn't really ger it = their
position in society means they can
NEVET get 1o the dead hearr of present
existence, the Monday dread, the
Friday exhilaraton.

S0 1 gave up on the idea of university,

1 didnt measure up and | was findi
fragments of teuth an the miliew any

way. | alse found that nabody had

unihed these Iragments = iF was almost
as il they were too scared to pur v all
topether.

Soon | discovered that the reduced
| politcal Tanguage of the letr conld

‘ never touch what the working ©

feeling: Leould see that the struggle we

without the proper I lin
formally educated you arc, the m
ou are able o write in JANRUARE.
:;rdinary people can understand’y bur 'r
something 15 lost in simplifica won and
the clarity thing 15 a subtle way of .
sidelimng the stutterees and stumblers,
che doubters and individualists. I hate
all that politics. s dogma. There's Ao
witnessing i it [t says nothing 1o me
about whar | sec or feel. it dots nathing
for the people | see about me.

We need something more than “clear
Janguage’ because the solution to the
scene isn't to be found within the scene.
Nobody I know is interested in ‘self-
management’, nobody is interested in
the *struggle’. They've got struggle
enough alreadv. To politicise it would
be a burden, not a liberation. People
like Paul Maguire talk of the factory
and the housing estate = | say bulldoze
the lot of it, we want palaces, we want
champagne, we want Magritte and
Ernst on the walls. We have no wish to
fetishise our present existence — we

wane to abolish i,

We'll never ger uver whatr we've been
through. Life is oo short, but to savour
the rich flavour of what it might be to
be a whole human being, that's what it’s
all about, Thar, nor pobtical-economics
is the centre of revalunon: You'd furgumm
that, hadn’t you? Your politics made
vou forger thar. I'd forgotten it too a
while back, but now I've got it clear
before me. Revolurion is a visitation of
the angel of destrucnon first, then it's a
mass migration, a happy exadus.

And what do | get from the poli
when we're talking of the most sacred
aspect of our wandering? What do | get
from Paul Maguire who, above all
other writers for Freedom, should ger
itz Well, I think his response is
ilustranve. He ‘understands” me

05

through the tepid scholasticism of
bourgeois writers, He caregorises and
dismusses me with the frigid theories of
the academy. No, it isn't good enough.
There's no need to read Derrida when
you can read Monsieur Dupont, because
Derrida, Spivak, Badiou (something to
do with Frank Skinner?) and the rest are
only the ghosts of whar we're dong here.
Rarher than reading academnes 1
recommend that the miliew generally
should read with absolute senousness
the wdeas of the milicu. Iv should know
itself, 1t should also listen to the pips
squeaking, n the shops, ar schoaol, a
work. The use of alcohol and cannabis
in Bratain is at crazy levels = rhat's the
squeakings of people who exist heneath
20,000 leagues of pressure. The milieu
should understand why people are so
out ot it that they can’t even read ns
propaganda, let alone act on it
Monsiewr Dupont
= On a shghtly ditferent matrer, I'd just
like to thank all the people who
responded to the recent MD advert in
Freedom. I'm genuiiiely touched. I
seems some sort ol vindicanion. Py
now sent alf 38 books as o result, and
plenty of pamphlers: 6% funny how fay
P've come, crearing staff thay didn't
exist betore (the pene-bonegems ideal, |
know), but nobody could have
predicred e s prety good | ehink, for
a bacrory hand's laey son, pretey good

S Wik

for a useless, marnoulate loser

- page 8
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In their book No Retrea
story of one of Britain’s

ubtirled The secreer war | had hinks o a groupmg with proven

to the police and secret services 15

8 anyane’s guess, Thar the book is

| published by Milo, who recently
published a Searchlight book an

I Combat 18 (now 0 be found in the

berween Britain’s ant- | ties
L}

how

fascises and the far
N Rerreat describes
Anin

tormed anthe

Fascist Action was
mid 1980s
Its function was tocombar fantasy section of vour local bookshop

AFA

o Wi groaps

fascism physically, on the strects [ s anather dodey link

Simply listing the times when the fash
| L

pot a kicking,

garted by members «
& Red Actione YIS SIS never mind the
Soctahist Workers |
SEtan | doesn’t rell rhe
the SWP leader- | Ever

nmes
(thow long?) we spenr i the boozer,

AFA story

vihing thar Aon-Fascist Action

artpinal Red members Ciire

A tr m'). The second wehieved as a lirgely working class
the anarcho-syndicalise Direc | conlition of reds and anarchists was, in
x Ca et dy runed by the inrermal wrangling
he new on develt 1 nto ¢ number one) as Red Action
. : o up constantly rried (o upstage or sideline
A - | ar the anarchists (si * number ewo). I
t vt ol
. neant that Ea lor of aJalul
i n af support
. ; flE K eople who couldn’t stand the
|
yrehist were of mustrust and imnmidanion
\Ma FA I |
\ 1. Tunnily ough, make the role
k 5 = chists plaved seem much
N . '
5 { : ) Y A md that of Red Acrion Larger
: : & : i three), This just about
. ; Book. Itcould be secn s
mier Ll
. ; | - 1 i by Searchlight ta claym credit
o T I il cash in ar tf letear of fascism in
daako] h b pproact y wd | m d re 1y
ow the tash were rrounced th Acrually ves [ am)
weved |
1 1 i onl
I
Tell me lies
j {
13
| | |
| Indymed
| I 1 i
i wl prim
|
reulation
lnhnny M
Ie [y f m fi 12.99 (ad
I UK, £2.60 olsewhers)

supporters of

3, OVer the vears,

My disnllusmnment in Russia

Fanlure

(in the

ol tul tis th |
mree fhicial ha, 1
1 | Emm dima
\ h
Nisi
1 men
j 13 d by
I i
1 het
! Hon Berkman’s Th
vhist
lar "
| 111
(i | ol our disas cl |
r Ky the horrors i
bes come from a time when Trotsks |
stull part ot the ruling junty. My |
sstonment i Rossio s sioodmaneoushy
i | chronicle, We see Emma
fram hope o despair as she sees
T Revolution berraved |
she w it once the great
and rreat tragedy of the
ian Revolution that i AECIp | |

leadership of the ruling political

t, Steve Tilzey and Dave Hann try to tell the
most successful direct action groups

necessary’. Respect to them, and if you

were ever part of that, then this book

will surely inrerest you. Bur a true and
yet to be written

Donny

mp 1l ||v\l|rr': 15

varty) to change only institutions and
while ignoring enurely the

conditions

humar values involved ...

Wiarse
!

VEr, 1n Its madd PAassIon tor }‘U\\'('T.,

OMmunst State

i eveen sought to

strengthen and deepen the very wdeas and

conceptions which the Revolution had |

trov.”

come to'des

eedom for £12.95 (add

e in the UK, £2.60 elsewhere)

Against all tyranny!
by Edgar Rodrigues et al
Kate Sharpley Library, £2

"New Worlds',

dream of which caprivated European

Brazl was one of the the
warkers in the ninereenth century. Some
ol those who wenr were anarchist activises
trom countries as diverse as Spain, Iraly,
Germany and Russia, OF course most
ol those who did follow the dream by
CMIErating, anarc hist or n W, soun found
out how empty thit dream was,

Ihis new KSL pamphler conrams a
number of essays, by three hands, These
cover the general history of the Brazilian
marchist movement and s chronalogy,

an analysis of Russian expectanons of

| Mo Retreat by Dave Hann and Steve Tilzey,

Johnny M. ‘

| Avallable from Freedom for £2 (add 20p

published by Milo Books, costs £7.99 and Is
available from Freedom, 84b Whitechapel High
Street, London E1 7QX (plus 80p towards p&p
in the UK, £1.20 elsewhere)

the new El Dorade, and biographies of
several anarchist notables. There's also
a review of the well-known Rua Frei
Caneca Inaident, when anarchse
shoenaker Antonino Dominguez was
assassinated by Marxisgs.

All ways round, Against All Tyranny!
is a testament to yer another substantial
and impressive pattonal movement, the
existence of which is barely known to
many English-speaking anarchists. This
handy pamphler should help to address
the situation,

Toby Crowe

postage in the UK, 40p eisewhere)
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1 know from the enicontagine things

they've snid that there are A lot of
penple who
politeal conce ' cd
writers. What gets published jsn't

fman enough for them. Diust hope
thar o different mode of operating can
be started up, that we can find some
wiy of beginning from whire we arc,
from our bodies, from our rorn and

ragied flesh.
But for the moment we must ask

oursclves why so few speak and why so
many remain silent, as our collectivity
requires that this is reversed, And if it

rurns out that the silent are silent

becausg they're unable o speak ‘clearly’
in ‘polinical’ language, then that harrier

should be abandoned as elinst.

Dying embers

[ want to reply to the last Green and
Black Bullerin (Red zones, 24th

Janunary). | was steuck by the author's

concern that ammal predators are
disappearing, while ar the same rme
making a lor of fuss over capitalist

predarors preying on their co-humans.

Is there a reasonable basis for such
dhscrimination? 18 ic because humans
have souls and animals don't?
Another observation s thar [ can't

see whar problems capital could have
with unlimited influxes of immigrants.
Don't they help to keep wages down?
In my country, The Netherlands, ir was
employers who soughr workers abroad
when there weren't enough people tar
the work m hand {before the 1973 il
Crisls 1‘-1'u|1]\- could be selective about
looking for a job)

A further remark concerns the

wmpheation — as 1 understand the authar's

MeEaning

be free. But public transport costs. I it

can’t be pard for out of savings made
through the fact that at’s free, taxes

have to be mcreased. One may say: let

the nch pay. Bur we know how the rich

are: b a country "l';“lll"‘- [O0 eXpensivi

they mave and the average raxpayer

gers a higher tax bill. Free rransporrt is a
nice idea as long as vou have a low or
no incame, bur are yvou sure vou'll
always wanrt to live thar way? Or
should everyone live on a low mecome
which might be good tor the
environment)? Bur then how could

i )
public transport be free?

Bas Moreel

rankie Dee and his
« Wildfire discussion
Commentary, 24th January). I can only
assume he's been reading a different
St me. Firs re’s the
non-primavists ‘ann-Green’,
1] ring their pro-ecological
comments. Then there's the clum that
we “evince righreousness”. I'm nor sure
what this means. Does s worry about
the deaths of millions amount to

1on the

arent conneced with the
ris of many Freedom

that public transport should

it thar “few anarchises are

e b
. o L. how they

comfortable being tal
mmuse live their lives.”
fike being told that on
‘realt anarchism.

S0 ro suggest tha
anarchists who aren’t
our vision’ seems ncredible.
1t's the primigivises who have
consistently angued for one way ¢
pamely their “priminyist yision. In
contrast,
the leve ¢
by each community
and wanes,

to suit its needs

you co-operate with someone wha

refuses ro answer simple questions and
instead accuses you of seeking 1o become

a *politician’ for adyocating basic

for “respect, understanding and
convergence”.
Finally Frankie wonders whit “all

the disdain™ is abour. It's quite simple.

If you labiel basic anarchist ideas as
*governance” and ‘workers self-

exploitation’, dismiss other anarchists
as ‘Jeft anarchists’ and “reformists’ and
talk about the collapse of *civilisation’,
then people are right o ask questions.

To disniss out of hand the pracucal
solutions offered by anarchism to the
pressing problems a revoluton would
face withour suggesnng alternanves is
crying out for disdain.

lain McKay

We can know that Primitivism is finally
| dead as a political philosophy now

that it receives favourable coverage

in Freedom.

Steve Booth

Facts lacking

While appreciating many of the points

ibout death rates for the elderly being

| lower in colder climares, your arncle on

The killing season’ makes no reference

to Winter Fuel Payments (Freedom, 10th

| lanuary . It refers to the death of rwo

pensioners who had their gas disconnecred.

In fact they'd automarically have

received the Payment of £200 ar £300

| last December. They died of ignorance

and the likely incompetence of their gas

| supplier. They should have gone on

Fuel Direct or a payment scheme.,

In addirion; due ro the pressures of

| Christmas consumer \[‘('Hl]ll'lll many

penstoners don’t use the winter fuel
payment towards alleviating thewr own

bills, It goes on grandweans” presents,

Alsa the introduction of Penston Credit

i October 2003 means thar a lot of
pensionérs who have some savings or

whao were reluctant to claim Income

| Support, have benchted, even if they
have savings of £15.000 or so
Revolutionary sketchwriters are great
it scorng political points but does 1t
e through a lack of faces abour
provision there 1s for the el
re aspect of the state can be
criticised by appreciation of the facts.
Furthermore, how many family
members and friends, in the atomised
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Pulillshed by Frosdom Pless

Quite right. | dint
Iy primicivism i

tit's the communist-
Being ‘broad” n

In reality,

af life,

I (far one] have stressed that
| of rechnology must be chosen

As for ‘co-operation’, well, how can

anarchist organisational ideas? So much

WHALEST ) cuin's besediovs
= wmimm!!

Real revolution 15 ot
siezing power. IL1s

saciery the wrirer describes, take the
social responsibility for ensuring that
their elderly relarives and neighbours
have warm homes and benefit

entitlement?
Jim McFarlane

Old comrade

Tom Carlile died at the end of last
month. I'm wondering if there are any
readers of Freedom left who remember
hint. | mer lim through Marie-Louise
Berneri in 1944, He'd been in prison as
4 conscientious uhwctm and was then
working in the Somerset coal mines. He
was acnve in [hl.' tf.'l\_ll.' umon movement

all his working hife and remained a
supporter of l" r\'ﬂ[\ml ta l]'ll_' \.‘I"ILl

Amorey Gethin
Al recollections of Tom will be very welcome.
Please emall them 1o FreedomCopy@aol.com
or send them to us at Freedom, 84b
Whitechapel High Street, London E1 TOX

Prisoner appeal

The ath Circuie US Court of Appeals has
refused Harold Thompson's challenge
toa Dhserice Court’s recent dismissal of
his First Amendment law suit,

Now it goes straight up to the Supreme
Courr for a ruling which will be both
decisive and binding. This procedure —
1 senes of |1r|.;1| rejecnons = Is the route
ll cases must rake ro reach the highest
judicial body i the land.

Harold isn't dispiriced. He believes
the case 1s eminently winnable and is
pursuing it to rhe end. It needs another
5300 o get it there in pure presentational
form Flelp for this final hurdle will be
greatly appreciated.

Frankie Dee

For more information visit freespace.virgin.net/
simon.russell/index.htm or you can write to
Friends of Harold Thampson, PO Box 375,
Knaphill, Woking. Surrey GU21 2XL

| Donations can also be sent to this address,
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A sideways look

The poor of China’s Fujian province
pay up to £20,000 each to be smuggled
into Britain. Once here, they need to
pay off the gangs who've brought them
here and start to earn money to send
home. Its little wonder that they find
themselves used and abused by ruthless
capitalists who want an arms-length, on-
demand workforce for seasonal work,

As we now know, Morecambe Bay €an
be a dangerous place. Even the locals
trear with it with respect. Concerns had
been raised before about Chinese workers
there, and some haye already had to be
rescued i the last couple of months.
The dearh of the ninereen cockle-pickers
15 horrific and exposes the dark under-
belly of British capitalism.

The work 1s hard, cold, wer and
dangerous — and paid at piece-rates. In
all the clamour since the tragedy, the
voice of racists complaiming abour ‘our
jobs being taken’ has been conspicuously
absent. There are some jobs that only
the truly desperate will do.

When Simon Jones was killed by the
negligence of his employers at
Shoreham Docks, it took a long and
spitited campaign by his family and
friends to even ger the authorities 1o
prosecute the company involved. All
along, the police seemed more interested
in arresting and charging campaigners
protesting abour Simon’s death than in
addressing the flagrant law-breaking
done by corporations.

Within a few days of the tragedy in
Morecambe Bay, police had begun
making arrests in Liverpool. What on
earth could have prompred them o
move so quickly? A late but welcome
recognition of the need to curb the worst
excesses of capitalism? Or the face that
some of the gang-masters involved are
probably foreign and a lot easier to
scapegoat than a respectable company
director from the Home Counties?

The reality is that Brithin runs on

undocumented, clandestine labour. We
buy cheap fruit and vegerables from
supermarkets thar are picked by
workers earming as lirtle as £1.50 an
hour. We have cur flowers picked for
us. Fish are packed. Offices are cleaned
and takeaways delivered,

A French comrade who came to wark
in London o learn English after a
decade of unemployment ar home rold
me that nobody in the Kitchens he got
iobs in could speak any more English
than him. There was, however, a
geographic hierarchy.

We're often dended for our calls for
borders to be as apen for libour as they
are tor capital. Even as the tragedy of .
the cocklers unfolded, the gutter |ﬁr~i-.
were calling for the government to stop
East Europeans in general, and Rona

ihe hopec thewarld
But T amapessinist.

(as they'll be entitled to do when the

EU expands). If there’s one thing we .
can learn from this, it's that people will
come any way, even for wages no one
forrunate enough to have been born in
the west would consider-

In 4 rare Progressive move, even
David Blunkert has said that Britain
needs immigratian. He obviously likes
his pizzas delivered and his vegetables
cheap: Perhaps he should be a bit more
daring and rake a leaf out of the book
written by another radical — George Wi
Bush - and offer an amnesty to those
who are already here. Stranger things
have happened. Bur not much.
Svartfrosk

Words we use

TERRORISM
We're allegedly parc of a *War on
Terror'. And how is it to be carried on?
Obviously by the systemaric deployment
of (military) terror, which wouldn’t be a
bad definition of ‘terrorism’ itself.
Strangely, the most strident rhetoric
against terrorism comes from the
people who are more responsible for it
than anyone else — the US elite and
their various lackeys. By their acrions
they inspire it throughout the Middle
East (what's al Qaeda bur an acr of
resistance against US occupation?) and
by their orders it's committed. The
American military s the biggest
terrorist orgamsation the world has
ever known. :

Anarchists support resistance, which
itself can take many forms. Ant-fascism
may sometimes ey to inspire terror in
the fascist. To this degree, activists too
are (or could be) terrorists. The questions
to be asked, as always, are: what's the
aim behind the terror and whose side is
it deployed to support?

Johnny M.

The quiz

1. Mad Caliph Al Hakim of eleventh
century Egypt made it illegal to work
during the day and o sleep at night.
He banned the manufacture of
women's shoes to enforce his 24-hour
curfew on them, One night he rode
off on his mule and disappeared. He
lefra group of disciples who believed
he was a divine incarnation. Who are
they now?

2. Ducch engineer Maurice Gatsonides
nvented the speed camera, Whar was
his other oecupation?

3. Spanish anarchists ysed to joko that
Marxists were Cavlistas, followess of
Carlos Marx, Why was this o
calealaved ingule?

4 What odd law does the tiny Republic

oF San Marine have about domestic
SOPVILES?

e particalan from coming here 1o work

n Great Hritain by Aldgate Press, Landon E1 7RQ. Prrted o oeyled pape
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