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World War III over
with.”
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war have been the main external fact

that war has longer roots in our |
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sdom will be in the hands of its readers in
for an anniversary—the eleventh since the outbreak of
l World War on September 3rd, 1939.
represent a substantial fraction of their lives: for
ple, almost the whole of their adult lives,

For many, these

The con-

s pressing on

tence of our generation; the events of recent months make
¥ certain that war conditions, if not war itself, are likely
the dominant social factor.

As War Commentary pointed out during
the time of the Churchill-Roosevelt-
Chiang conversations at Cairo, he has
more blood on his hands than any other
successful pol with the exception
of Stalin. Political fashions have now
stripped the veneer from this particular

leader. The truth, however, has always
been  there, however much the Left
sought o ss or conceal it. It is per-
haps unnecessary to do more than point
to the glorification of Churchill by the
pro-war-Left.

The important matter here is that

the claims of truth are largely incom-
patible with the waging of war or with
acceptance of the war-pressed social
structure. The more one adheres to
the truth—both for moral reasons and

in order to understand the modern
dilemma the 8 can one put up
with the half-truths and downright lies

of war propaganda.
WHY IS IT ACCEPTABL
To turn from those who manipulate
the facts of history for the purposes of

propaganda to those at the receiving
end is cqually di lusioning, perhaps
more so.  For it soon beeomes apparent
that however flimsy the propaganda
pretexts, and however much “*we all
hate war", there something about
war is highly acceptable to

modern men and women. Even before
1939 there were those who were pre-
pared to admit that the only time they
had ever bec happy was in 1914

On the |Ith Anniversary of World War Il we ask:

ERMANENT WAR?

to 1918, and who were frank ¢h to

Do you accept

say that they would weleome the out-
break of hossiitics.

Psychologists have somewhat diffi-
dently explained satisfaction in war by
reference  to  “‘release of aggressive
drives in a' socially ncceptable form.”
The layman is often aware that the
pulse beats quicker in wartime, that the
sense (one should say, the illusion) of
purpose lends point te life. Many are
able to recognise that Army life with
all its squalor has something to offer
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Foreign Commentary

HE embargo by New York steve-
dores on all goods of Russian
origin must not be mistaken as a sign

RESISTANCE TO
MILITARY
CONSCRIPTION

THE Los Angeles Daily o5 s
quoted by the Paris weekly
Libertaire as stating that in Germany,
in spite of Adenauer’s new position,
the German people in general are
resolutely hostile ot any plans for re-
armament; that in France it is esti-
mated that in the event of war half
the conscripts will ignore the call-up.
In America the position is stated to
be that in New York of 1,402 men
called up 329 failed to respond; in
Portland (Oregon) the comparative
figures were 191 and B2, Washington
100 and 22, Cleveland (Ohio) 100
and 38, Boston 154 and 10, Kansas
City 200 and 25, Miami (Florida)
103 and 27, and in Chicago only a
third of those called up presented
themselves.
We can only hope that these figures
are accurate.

of working-class militancy against
authoritarianism. Indeed, the politi-
cal manceuvre which resulted in

their action is much less savoury than
the Russian crab meat which they
refused to unload.

Three million dollars’ worth of
this commodity had already been
imported and sold in the United
States without anv objection from
the dockers. The first ideological
protest came from a group of
senators who, to quote the well-known
American  commentator,  Alistair
Cooke, “by a coincidence happened
to be the representatives in the
United States Senate of the crab-
infested shores of such Srates as
Maine, California, Oregon, Louisiana
and Maryland.” These senators
eventually found a longshoreman,
Parrick Brown by name, and who is
also a commander of a local post of
the American Legion, to champion
their cause. It is reported that it
took him only forty-five minutes to
win over one of the branches of the
AF. of L’s International Long-
shoremen’s Association, not on the

KOREA—

A Phoney

Taegu is accepting tragedy and disaster w

ith the expressionless calm

of a people well-adjusted to despair. One gets the impression, irresistibly,

that for total wvictory, whichever

flags and shed no fears.

ay it went, Taegu would put out no

War report in “The Observer”, 27/8/50.

I

refined “after the long years of peac

a trace of jrony in his plummy voic

villages and towns in the name of “freedom and democracy™,
reels, the radio, the press and the poli

*
you went to the cinema the week before last, you probably saw the
news-reel of war-planes and ships being taken out of storage and

as the commentator put it without
You saw, too, the bombing of Korean
The news-
ians are all preparing us for the

idea that the Korean war is the first stage of the Third World War.

While a rational and calm approach
will show thar neither the Russian
nor the American government is pre-
pared technologically for a full-scale
war, and that Russia will not be for
a long time, it is obvious that they
may well have created a sitwation
from which they cannot withdraw.
The American government in par-
ticular is so deeply committed, that,
no matter what the cost in soldiers’
lives, it must continue to defend what
its own advisers considered last year
10 be strategically undefendable, De-
feat in Korea would be so disastrous
10 American prestige that, however
great  the losses, the government
whose prestige is at stake dare not
end the war. Men may die, the
country (which was once called Chao
Hisign—Land of the Morning Calm)
may be utterly ruined, but prestige
must not be lost.

The manner in which the “values of
the free world” are being defend
be enlightening 1o those who in
the Korcan war is being fought

“lor

q‘.v]liulinn”.

The war correspondent of (he
American paper Time (21/8/50) writes
that the war in Korea is forcing upon
the American troops “acts and attitudes
of utmost savagery, not the usual
inevitable savagery of combat in the field,

but savagery in detail—the blotting our
of villages where the enemy wmay be
hiding, the shooting and shelling of
relugees who may include North Koreans

And there is savagery by proxy ., .
The South Korean police and the Souih
Korean marines who I observed in front

line arcas are brutal. ‘They murder 1o
wave themselves the rouble of escorting
prisoners 10 the rear; they murder

civilians simply 10 get them our of the
way, or to avoid the trouble of searching
und cross-examining them. And they ex-
torl information—information our forces
need and require of the South Korean
inerrogators—by means so bruwsl tha
they cannot be described.”

We may +be sure that whether the
victory in K should go w America
apd its puppets or to the Soviet Union
and s, the people of the country
will be the losers. C. 1. Figeruld, an
anthropologist of the Australian National
University, writing in  The Listener,
(24/8/50) says, “The Korean people
wanted independence and unity—liberty
from the Jupanese yoke. Instead they

Crusade

were given a coudtry divided by a pre-
posterous artificial parallel, a fronter
conforming to no natural feature, cutting
off the towns from their electric power,
the harbours from their hinterland, the
rice-fields from the head waters of the
fertilising streams. One half of the coun-
try had thrust upon it a Russian inspired
Communist regime, the other received
under American protection a feeble
government of former exiles, men who
had spent their lives abroad, wholly out
of touch with the Korean generation
which had grown up under the Japanese.
It can safely be said that the great mass
Korean people would never

y have chosen the one or the
, and least of all a division between
5}‘;‘ two.”

And another authority, Mary Linley
Taylor, who has known the country for
over thirty vyears, tells us (in The
Listener, 17/8/50), that “even to-day the
Koreans sing a lile chanty when they
see US coming:

“Foreigner, foreigner,

From the Wesiern Seas,

What is your business here?

Go aw g0 away,
Foreigner from the We

tern Seas.”
Mary Taylor's article is entitled “What
do the Koreans themselves want? Her
Koreans street-song supplies the answer,
The New Statesman remarks that “the
war in Ko will settle mothing, and will
degenerate ino an  increasingly  bestial
amsd savage butchery on both sides unless
it is made clear that its conclusion is to
be followed by a political settlement
acceptable in Asin.”  But what do the
silent anonymous Asiatic millions want?
Not the half-baked commissars, the ruth-
le: lists or the ambitious Westernised
ecs.  Not the decrepit imperial-
commercialism of the white sahibs and
planters.  Not the hard-boiled civilisation
juke-boxes, pin-ups and Coca-Cola.
Surely what Asia wants is freedom to live,
freedom from sudden death and from
slow death from famine and avoidable
disease.  Freedom to live its own life
in its own way. W,

»,

Crab Policies

Plays into the hands of Stalinist Propagandists

grounds that American crab interests
were suffering by this invasion of
Russian crab namrally, but to the
patriotic slogan of “we are at war
with Russia.” The conversion to the
Senators’ cause seems too sudden for
one to suspect that we have not been
told the whole story; one day we pre-
sume the whole dirty story will come
out.

Helping Communist Propaganda

Meanwhile such action helps Com-
munist propaganda. For the Com-
munists will be pointing to the fact
that while longshoremen were boy-
cotting Russia, the House of Repre-
sentatives was agreeing to the grant-
ing to Franco, Europe’s arch-Fascist,
4 £22,000,000 loan. On this action,
it will be pointed out, the dockers are
silent though they will be called upon
to load ships with goods which will
be used by Franco to consolidate his
totalitarian regime, and to strengthen
his own prestige among the Spanish
people.

If dockers—and other workers,
were to boycotr all totalitarian
countries then one might even ap-
plaud their militancy, but they don’t;
and Capitalism knows no frontiers—
not even iron curtains or rival isms.
We pointed out in Freedom’s wartime
predecessor, War Commentary, how
Germany was receiving scrap metal,
rubber and meals from this country
right up to a week before the our-
break of war, and the same occurred
in the case of Japan and America.
Why should it be different now?

In fact, the same situation exiis
to-day. In Germany for instance the
embargo on steel exports from
Western Germany to the Eastern
zone has been lifted. It should be
noted that the embargo we imposed
in the first place, not in order to pre-
vent Russia using the steel for v-ar
preparations but simply because the
East zone failed to meet its promises
of pavment in kind and alsa ran outr
of Deutschemarks!  Besides lifting
the ban, it was learned in Bonn, last
menth, that a big West German iron
and steel company was negotiating
for a direct deal with the Russians
amounting to more than £2,000,000,

In the city columns of the Press,
one also reads that heavy buying of
rubber in the East by Russia and
some of her satellites has “added to
the recent pressure on supplies.”
Spain Exports to Russia

But the most perfect example of
the Capitalist International is the re-
port that huge quantities of mercury
{used in explosives as well as in in-
struments) are being exported by
Sp_-.un to Russia vig Finland and are
being transported in American ships.
And 0 complete the picture one
should add that it is more than likely
that the exporting firms are largely
financed by Wall Street and the City!!

One thing about the Russian crab
meat is that it is palatable; which is.
more than one can say about politics
on both sides of the Curtain,

| [More Foreign Commentary on g 3}
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DELINQUE

In this and the next issue of Freedom we are publishing the text of Alex

Anarchist Summer School on August 6th last.
on penal reform in the Houses of Parliament, such view

Comfort’s lecture at the

Despite the expression of highly reactionary views in debates

s are clearly on the defensive at the present time,

and psychiatrists and others connected with the penal system are developing an outlook which would have

been unthinkable fifty years ago.
Alex Comfort distinguishes between
relevance of the latter activii

“erime” on the one

HE M vou may remember, prided himself on making the
punithment fit the crime. If he had been one the moere pro-
gressively En Home Secretaries, he would have talked

about making it
25 a rather g for criminal.
out that this is technically incorrect
law punishes, and that is

leading maxim of cri
the law expressly forbids jt: crimes
prohibited and which are punishable,
Delinquency is a ps
behaviour disorder which expresses itself in injury to other people, or
#eneral mischief 1o sociery.

he delinquent. A great many people use the word
I want to begin pointing
Crime is something which the
it You probably know that the
w is that nothing is punishable unless
are those which are
and the term is a legal one.
it usually means that kind of

term

5.

actions

: Lh_}‘c‘“" s delinquency, and not crime, which psychiatry studies.
ik you will sce that this must be so—statistical data o
pre_va]rncc— of crime, for exampl
ach i
90 can become a crime or cease to be a crime overnight.

ment. . 3 2 e
Passes a Bill, or the Minister issues an arder, forbidd
tale of herrings |

the

are almost meaningless, because any
If Parlia-

g the

than four inches long, it is going to be reflected
crminal swatistics. I'm choosing an extreme instance [0
the distinction, In most so including our own,

it s quite qrye i :
quite true thar mos crimes, at least the important ones, are
acts of delinguen

B s [Ty’. bug .il" the last hundred years this has hu.cuulc
Siniee -Iu“ ue, owing [II.[hl: growth of a \'\tlf}' tH_fBL' be of
e bum-‘ ‘J'\nd the dlslmctmn. he_c::mcs h:ghl}' important as
e u.L-I c.n to 1r.:.v' lo. use psychiatric [nu[.huds in dealing with
B v o ncuulrfa ;_t.an'-'lc(. It must be quite of vious, I think,
Seceive i f:’L saying that all convicted criminals ought to
i that psychiatry would have very little

cted of shooting the King's deer, or
n he is starving, or to the Tolpuddle martyrs,
ual who is convicted of street beuting. Those are
ices, In the last few years we have seen psychiatrists
ehabilitate people and readjust them
drop bombs on civi

\'alm\'nl,

1o Robin Hood conyi
10 the man whe steals whe,
of 0 the indivig,
DOt extreme instar
being agked 1
l.h:y refused 1o
macial laws. T don', thinl
‘ﬁl:lw_ocn criminal and del
COMIng buck 14 later,
L‘lm:. who do ape quite
the ume, and tha others
Are essential membe
make the Jaws whi

i 1 In society because
ilians or to conform 1o the MNazi
k 1 need say any more to stress the di tinction

linguent, except 1o point out something I

that am

while some delinquents commit  crimes,

arbitrarily selected by the form of the law u:

of identical makeup are either unpunishable or

T4 of our present type of society. They may even

ch determine the selection,

s ]“‘:am- o begin, however, by confini g myself the deli

i an;ﬂn}ln:‘lj. n the sense that they persistently fall foul of

i wh_h”‘hl Lp.enp]'_‘ round them in ways which bring them into

gl mdﬂ: _u., because l'hc?' present a definite challenge to the
¥ which we, st this ¢ €, have been di i

Surveying the subject of “Delinquency™ in an entirely masterly fashion,

"

hand and *“‘delinguency” on the other, showing the

v to revolutionary thought.

One of the standing arguments in favour of t
by the State is that delinquents of this type exist, and
1o be protected against them. Now I know
don’t accept that argument, any more than
What I want to do to-day is to give you

here

that most of us
we accept punishment.
of the
evidence which, to my mind, justifies cur rejection of it, bur never-
theless I feel, from reading a good deal of our literature, that we
are in danger of under-estimating the activity of these delinquents,
and of assuming rather blithely that in a society of the kind we
envisage they will disappear and gi

a clearer idea

no more trouble. It is quite
true, I believe, that we can eradicate this kind of delinquency almost
entirely by altering the form of society, but only if we have a

very clear idea of the exact causes which produce them. If we

talk in general terms about gewting rid of capitalism or of coercion,
I

Wwe are rea

¢ being just as vague as the elderly magistrates who talk
about improving the moral standards of the nation. The only hope
of geuwing rid of delinquency, in an anarchist society or in any other,
depends on our having
[ the causes
ctly the same methods.
of causation in delinquency whic

accurate @ picture of its causes as we

of epidemic disease, and we can get that information
I want to look at some of the ideas
h have been held in the past, then
at the implications of this work in
new social patterns which we undertake,

re recent studies, and lasth

any planning o

During the period when our criminal law was formed, the normal
explanation of delinquency wasz that it arose from spiritual wicked-
In other words, it had a supernatural cause.
view persisted, attempts to analyse this construct any further were
rather limited and scatiered, though they were not by any means absent.
With the growth of deism and rationalism, the idea of original sin
and of the Devil did not decay at all rapidly—they became translated
into the ideas of a basic human tendency to relapse into aggression
pgainst others, and instinctual  drives
which had to be curbed. We no longer accept the “basic human

" rather, that aggressive impulses are
normally the obverse of social impulses, but we have to accept the

ness. S0 long as that

in the idea of antisocial

tenden: s or we recognise

idea that some people have strongly-developed antisocial impulses—
the starting-point of rational ciminology came when individual workers
began 1o try to ascertain where these impulses originate, why some
people show them more strongly than others, and how they can be
remedied. The book which is usually regarded as the start of
m“&k:rn paychiatry of delinquents is Beccaria’s Dei Dalitri ¢ Delle Pene,
published in 1764, but that book is a plea for humane treatment rather
than a Study of causes. Perhaps the first serious study of causes,
lhnu.gih it was r:n.hcr a mistaken one, came from the physiognomist
ll-ﬂ\“llﬂ_'- who originated two of the longest-lived and most misleading
ideas i p!!"c_hulouy. that of the ecriminal type and that of the
personality-trait, which he claimed to be able 10 recognise in the face.

BN \ 7
C

By Alex Comjort

His influence is very manifest in the

much to limit atempt o treat

that

assuming the man who commits crimes is :

from the man who does pot, but it did rest on v 1mpal
ation, which still holds good, that those commit

fal 1o two very sharp groups—thos commit

fairly obvious cause, who steal when

ope under the influence of extreme
recurring decir
in detail.
I think it is important to recognise this when we

of

FEETE claim political theory that the and the

forces of the State are our main protection against delinguents,

law

apart from any consideration of anarchism, the facts show
ge proportion of the crimes which occur, and which ang
delinguent crimes, as opposed to administrative offences, are the work
of a relativ The evidence which we have
to-day suggests that any of us here to-day are vd for one criminal=
delinquent act, given sufficient provocation—the fear of punishment
may play some small part in keeping us in order, but if it were with=
drawn, very few of us would rush out to steal something or Kl
the person we like least. Our internal standards of conduet would

stop us from doing so. On the other hand, there is this very definite

group of individuals who repeatedly do such things, and who do them

in. spite of the law, in spite of repeated punishment, and very often

without any great personal advantage accruing to them. The pmht:_m

of crime is not the problem of stray, innate, or natural antisocial

impulses. Stable socicties control these very effectively without ©o=

ercion by the same kind of group-custom which would make any of

us here very loth to walk down Oxford Sireet naked, even if we would

n::r.h(.‘_.l.r.-es'.l.'d.fur doing s0. The problem of crime as @ serious menace

to individual life and rights is the problem of the persistent offender,

and the only T_umccriun the State gives us against him is that which
we get from his absence in jail. I don't need in the present company
ue against mere incarceration for preventive purposes. If we
can rehabilitate these people, we ought o—there is quite as good ¥

case, on grounds of policy, for imprisoning those who have open

tuberculosis, but we don’t consider it just or equitable e do this.

From our point of view, the important thing is that this threat w0

saciety, upon which the State bases so many of its claims, would dis-

appear if we could ascertsin why individuals become persistent

offenders, remove the causes which make them s0, Spot and r_ghnb““"“

the early case, and thereby remove the supply, even if we did nothing

to rehabilitate the hardened cases.

The second thing which Lombroso recol
him to regard crime as congenital, was I?Jﬂ_l'
almost invariably begins his antisocial activities at a
And it is generally agreed that if we can focus our
juvenile delinquent, pick out the group who are going to becomé
persi fends as of ‘lom:gmupofnluﬂ“?bmlﬂd
arrest the process there, crime as an administrative problem will
virtually disappear. That is why so much psychiatric sitention h
being focussed on juvenile delinquency to-day.

(To be continued)

relatively

small number of people.

gnised, and which led
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653 schemes of artificial Volapuks (I have
' not time to look up the real figures)—
all of them fighting for universality?
But the whole terror
nightmare or dream. “The cwrse of
. Babel is ever with us.” And that will
perhaps save us from a new World war,
because to have real misunderstandings it
ijs necessary to talk the same mother
rongue! People who speak the same are
g mutual plague to each other because
they can more casily cheat, excite, com-
mend and obey, spy and denounce each
L other !
0n the other hand, people who speak
ently are conscious of the nec 4
A eflort in order to frate
tv of learning languages provides
Wwith an avenue of approach which
¢ same time patient and silent, and
profound, even without words.
is the use of a Volopuk? The
pof sympathy and the first effort
pehension that & man can off:
ts some odd-looking stranger
the other’s language. 1Is it
to be child-like again and
t lessons in the mood and
people by repeating new
ced by the sweet lips of
ably a girl friend, if you

still remains a

tions of language, what a
they have! 1 don't
i longer or a shorter way
ling the secrets of life. You
fhe mysteries from a woman
i, can vou? Violence spoils
fist as fraud does. And even
d be a shorter way to know-
long way of learning and
ster-key could open all the
what would be the use of

world, of course, would use
Hanguage, and the language
ned without joy and without
ld be without difficulties,
cial, compulsory, ciphered,

‘gwnﬂd ]

AP.

i hie

o]
tainly ridicule the idea rhar

IMPRESSIONS OF GERMANY—1

THE Anarchist Groups in Germany
_have a long tradition of militancy
daung back to the revolutionary struggles
against the Kaiser's Reich, and the name
of John Most is, of course, familiar to
English and American readers. Since the
bitter struggles of Most's day, the Anar-
chist movement has come through many
severe trials of wars and reaction and one
hardly has to mention the worst of all,
Hitlerism. Seme old militants still remain
to link up with the past—Rudolf
Oesterreich is probably the oldest Anar-
chist milit in Germany, and still re-
mains active; others like Carl Langer in
are the centres of a new move-

ment amongst the youth; and it is indeed
a cause for reflection when one considers
that their earliest struggles were those
i the laws originally laid down by

k The industrial Ruhr was
always the most fruitful point for Anar-
chist and Syndicalist propaganda, and
from e Anarchist papers
to-da Der freie Arbeiter
(the joined together im

one issue; presumably they will later have
have one title). Amongst the possibilities
before the Anarchist groups is one that
is being discussed of a building co-
operative to let the workers see for them-
selves what solidarity can mean. This
¢ of action is one that must certainly
ow and is a new symptom for activity
—strike action is outmoded for many in
lands where unemployment is so heavy,
and some other form of industrial action
is called for in place of the industrial
peace which Social-Democrats think is
called for. The idea of rebuilding in

an international language should be com-
pulsory. Freedom Press published a
pamphler advocaring Esperanto just over
40 vears ago, bur just the same we foel
that many of our Paris comrade's shafrs
are justified, for

is much in Ber
effect thar “Britai
divided by a

ar
ignificant paradox of what
historian has grimly and
d “The Era of Vie-
peration suicidally prepar-
g Jd war is concerning

with the welfare of the
Mtwo great conflicts that
half of the twentieth

the spirit of the age
of the Rt. Hon. H. A.
., Britain’s Minister of
‘France 1o study pensions
This laudable initiative,
with the Government’s
forming a grudged service
dly given, followed imme-
‘the visit 1o Queen Mary's Hos-
pchampton, of Mons. Etienne
, President-general of the Fédé-
Amputés de Guerre de France,
Edouard Besnard, Secretary-
the South West Region of the

of this inspection of Roe-
p was the parry’s introduction to

?e French boys there for arti-

tting, and the presence of a
1 smdemt of Rochampton's
y diversiform service for the dis-
"Not long ago, four German ex-

n, two on whom the Krukenberg
d been performed, and two
eplastic operated arms, visited
and_demonstrated the results
operations before British ex-
and women and our most

disease  and  disablement
It is remarkable how
thinking people have
this manifest truth.

of the universal
bled, ﬁg combined
g e

’s Living Victims

apparently near-sighted woman in my
Lancashire home-town. She evidently
thought she had known me at some time
or other and said: “Eee, I hardly knew
you. Have you been to the War, then?
And is this what it did to you? Deon't
answer! I know very well. Here, have
a nice peppermint!” L oy

In 1942, in London, another lady, simi-
lar in age and class to the first, and a
perfect stranger, asked me: “Did that
happen in the blitz?” On my answering,
“Oh no, 1 was wounded in the LAST
war,” the old lady’s interest faded imme-
diately, and she jeft me without another
word, to, I must confess, my great amuse-
ment. X . ;
The significance of these incidents i1s
that they are representative of @ sLAggering
transformation.  The old _l,an_cashlre
woman's vaguely comprehending interest
was typical of those pre-1939 days. Had I
in 1937 still been the slim youth in Khaki,
probably the good dame would have kissed
me as one kisses a child who has fallen
and hurt himself on the hard pavement.
Bur the abrupt turning away of the Lon-
doner reflected the view that r_ls\_\nadays
war is no distant thing of decciving en-
chantment inflicting dlslllu_smn_anfd Jis-
ablement upon Young Warriors in _“rc’ﬁff
fields, but something that his literally

‘"?iehfﬂﬁsri‘; of the 1939-1945 shooting
war with the freeing of atomic energy wa:;
the final factor in a consistent swing o
public opinion which has come %{;’un
heavily on the side of pessimism. hus
since 1939 has been bred a ;.-pml_n{ dmn]g
one’s duty by the disabled, 1ilurnme.d on )_'
by the dangerous notion that as we Le-{\.
tainly capnot be assured of immumity
against disablement our policy must n_:lc_cs-
sarily be one of monetary and rehabilita-
tory insurance. :
it i ected that our thoroughly
i obaetgc‘d“ms, in decreeing thus

the second i

that disabl “natural” or “goquired”’y

our time, and with
g ar le
- thoroughl
of—the tota

of the civilisation
more desperately
itself, were moved
desire of the com-
ensation 1o the
1 can only

is an inevitable feature
to which man clings
than he clings to life
only by the generous
munity to guarantee comp
unfortunately handicapped, I g
assert that this is beside my point. n}!;n
concerned with the peculiar quality of the
despairing spirit behind such otherwise
excellent legislation. .
We may measure the stumps of limbs
and assess the value of eyes by the timid
of tape measure and the relative
range of vision.

S uge of any remaining 1
gn 0 inyufc these al the price of the

lete renunciation of hope is to begin
at wrong end. Can it be denied that
‘o long as society prefers war to the
‘gharing of privilege, that the corollary of
ndustrial and military disablement will be
s inevitable as death? When the hydro-
gen bombs have been dropped and the
survivors among us sorted as berween the
isabled and the non-disabled, we may
well be faced with the situation in
ich the present percentages of pension-
and otherwise are reversed.
"‘How ironicel if the new Poppy Day
needs be for the bencfit of the few
IT in receipt of a Government pension !
Sam WaLsH.

| “Socialists Support

stricken Germany i in 1a:. 5

to the root, and u-h]::hc];m:rg [Ek ‘;:'c
venture is m:._'ﬂs[ul it dnes.pn?él[ t[ 15
new tendency in Anarchism which s
be seriously considered. New jdea, Lo

ideas, -
ticularly on education (which js ; ‘L‘:'ll'
problem in ek

TMAanY, with o
between St nd religion inlhc:uct;:ﬁ"_t
have been welcomed from abroaq ion)
the vears of darkness since

In the Ruhr partic
the Anarchists also fou
In pre

D.

¥, A elsewhere,

ded a syndicalist
Tmany this was

e Workers Union

e of the old militants

endeavoured to re.

5
tionary syndi
of pre-1936
make compromises in or
their union in the present society.
tendency towards defensiveness charac-
terises most  revolutionary  syndicalist
movements which keep a bit quiet about
their anare vndicalism, as if anarchism

was a poor relation and whom one
acknowledged to the family but didn't
care to speak of before strangers. It

does not seem to be a policy for to-day.
One can certainly see this trend in the
Swedish movement in later years, when it
found itself in a fairly responsible posi-
» with a couple of daily papers and
a cohesive union organisation, while the
dead weight of reaction came around. It

UR multi-millionaires are, it is
true, fond of pointing to the
honest toil by which their first
savings were earned as evidence of
a blameless career.

So could many inhabitants of
our jails point with pride to the
innocence of their early manhood.
Even so, en these men of enor-
mous wealth began piling up their
millions, it was by far other means
than their first dollars were earned.

HENRY LAURENS BALL
(The Concentration of
Wealth—U.S.4.)

Through
the Press

LIVING IN A
MAKE-BELIEVE STATE

The late premier’s political record is
one of great integrity and wisdom. In
fifteen months’ ume he managed (0
achieve, among other things, the forma-
tion and a successful development of a
Polish National Council in London, a
firm establishment of public controls in
the political life of Poles abroad, the cre-
ation of a Special Commission for
investigating into the past and present
economic activities of the Polish Govern-
ment in exile, budget based on a volun-
tary taxation of all the Poles abroad,
an extensive preparatory work for a new
electoral decree which will enable all
Polish Communities outside their home-
land, to take part in the voting to the
National Council, and the promulgation
of a law on Polish Tribunals abroad.

—Obituary of Mr. Tadeusz Tomaszew-

ski, premier of the Polish Cabinet in
exile, in Peasanr International Agency
Bullerin, 18/8/50.

ON ELLIS ISLAND

Dr. Angelica Balabanoff for certain
mysterious reasons, recently spent three
days on Ellis Island. Old-time socialist,
close associate of Mussolini in his Avanti
days, and later of Lenin, and long since
a leading socialist opponent of the Krem-
lin power, she blamed the detention as
something stirred up by Communists.

Angelic Balabanoff is playing along
with the Norman Thomas Socialists and
their Ttalian counterpart. Their Call
recently came out with the headline:

U.N., Truman, on
Korea; Urge a New Drive to Halt World
Arms Race.”

Of her stay on Ellis Island, Angelica
Balabanoff commented that she saw “so
much tragedy that T was almost ashamed
to leave.” 'Helpful hint: Repetition of
such inconvenience might be avoided by
one with her reportorial ability and “good
press”, by telling the world the “human
tragedy” she witnessed on Ellis Island.

Industrial Worker (Chicage), 21/7/50

COOL HYSTERIA

Hysteria is generally planted by cool cal-
culation. It is fed by an appetite for
publicity and power, political advantage
or personal jealousy. Its sponsors seem

to show little or no respect for the facts. |

Their appeal is shrewdly addressed to that
Jowest form of patriotism, the patriotism
of fear,
—Dixon Wecter in
Saturday Evening Revi

e

moved to defence instead of artack. But
wplied to Germany there is really nothing
to defend; only a revolutionary policy
will wake up the workers, who are really
thirsting for just such ideas and whose
athy is fully comprehensible

paper Freie Gesel-
wduced and quite an
arian review
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obody
ins, Bal
pioneers
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early
have passed
t Kavanagh
s at Paris
between
e 1905 was that

s was really something
1 much nearer to the

countries, and the
1 in Germany in the
that of this country,

ot only on the efforts of
to ch the workers but
also in appreciating the true relation be-
tween Anarchism and Syndicalism. The

fact that Anarchism is a revolutionary
idea which has produced different develop-

such a wonderful friend.” ;
705‘-@4'. Commenlak Observer, 20/8/50.
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Faets for

T['I'E)‘S Yugoslavia con-
tinues sorters, mainly
1 L > Stalinist e -

d Marxists who are hoping

the God that Failed;
id ical supporters. But
Te are i who will give him
t, not on ideological grounds, but
t same principle as enunciated by
Churchill

ten years ago, when he wel-
o lin’s Russia on the side of
d <Ta on the grounds that anyone

willing to kill Germans was an ally, that
anyone now hostile to Moscow is an ally
in the present cold war,

Thus we learn that the Labour Party's
National Executive Commitee have de-
ed to accept Yugoslavia's offical in-
tion to send a delegation in the near
furure, It will be a delegation of
stooges, but will include the Chairman
and the Secretary of the Labour Party.
The acceptance of the invitation is even
more important since it is the first time
the Labour Party has accepted an invita-
tion from a country whose recognised
Socialist leader is in exile. It is said
that the delegation regards the visit as
exploratory. It is also significant that Mr.
Ernest Davies, Under-Secretary to the
Foreign Office has spent the past fort-
night in Yugoslavia on what is described
as “an unofficial visit” to study the
general situation in thar country.

We wonder whether Mr. Davies and
Tito’s friends in this country have read
how the regime deals with such crimes
as stealing and the punishments it
inflicts on offenders?

A Manchester Guardian’s correspond-
ent (19/8/50) describes the novel pro-
cedure of trying offenders in their place
of work instead of a court-room, which
has recently been introduced in Belgrade.
Seventeen workers were tried in a big
workshop of an engineering works for
having committed numerous thefts. One
rian was sentenced to death and 16 10
penal servitude ranging from two months
to twenty vears. The whole staff of the
works had to attend the trial that was
designed to serve as a warning.

And have the friends of Tito read

different
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is anarcho-syndicalism.
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Tito Fans

about conditions in the mines in Yugo-
sl as reported in Borba, organ of the
Pa Of 11,000 workers y signed
on for work in the Trepea
during the last 12 months 1
It is also stated that Yugos
sent to the mines throughout
on 48-hour notice during the
months after being dismissed from clerical
jobs in a paring down of the Communist

bureaucratic apparatus that has taken
place since March,
The Belgrade paper Politika said that

local Communist authorities “have turned
this sending of the work power surplus
to the mines into a punishment measure
and have presented the mines as prisons,
the mention of which should frighten
those who are ‘disobedient

Mr, Will Ballantine, LL.P. apologist
of Tito’s regime, may be right when he
says that Yugoslavia is returning to the
teachings of Lenin for, as far as we are
concerned, Stalin is the faithful disciple
of Lenin—but when he says—as he did
at the LLP. Summer Schocl that “he
saw a country emerging from a feudal,
almost medieval past™ and that the
“people were slowly building a Socialist
State” (Socialist Leader, 12/8/50) we can
only assume that he speaks a different
language to us. Who ever suggested that
the Press gang and the death penalty for
stealing were progressive—other than
Lord Eldon when hanging for stealing
was abolished in capitalist Britain more
than a century ago.

LIBERTARIAN,

STRIKES IN BOMBAY
COTTON MILLS

A

bay's

REUTER report from Bombay last
week stated that fifty-four of Bom-
cotton  mills

! were closed in a
Socialist-sponsored  strike  for a  wage
bonus. Only 7,000 of the Ccity's

250,000 mills hands were at work. Three
workers were arrested for trying to defy
the ban on meetings in the city.
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‘Anarchist Aetivity—I

crience confirms the truth
’D’T};k:rindcrsmzding may have re-
e ced a thing many years be.l‘_orlz:
a;,g,m has ceased ro beat for it.
o Max Stirmer & Eddie Shaw.

T a private meeting held after 1}_":
A recent Anarchist Summer School in
the guestion of a_narchm groups
L‘mdqn.’.ugs;d. Mo conclusion was reached
hobe d‘!‘mﬁ‘(]‘ng was valuable in revealing
o mg&c divergence of opinion which
. gur movement on basic issues
this country we discuss 1t:m
1 hecause it was Vet anotber
?idmu';:ho[ the way in which political,
e and authoritarian attitudes cling
Jegalistie f our “understanding has

of Anarchist Groups” (I
think that one can take i_hs' vgurd union
o mcan & ~COMINE rogether™; it does not
t rly imply 2 coming together of
fical objects), was formed at a con-
. held in Glasgow on December 1st
and 20d; 1945, from groups which drew
up snd adopted a statement of aims and
inciples s and Principles of the
U,,-;,’ Groups, published by
the LA inable from Freedom
" was 1o consist of
united in a federal
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concrete, | think that & group is only &
Poup when it

seis itself some concrele

#ad wel-defined task. It seems 10 me
parchist groups which sur-
those which cor

people who have come together to do
some particular thing; for example, the
Freedom Press group which exists (0
publish an anarchist newspaper and books;
or the Glasgow group which conducts
streei-corner meetings; or that  street-
chalking group that existed in Glasgow
during the war, which when Frank Leech
was on hunger-strike in Barlinnie, made
it impossible for the city to be unaware
of it; or the group in Italy whu;h_:ll
the end of the war, instead of moaning
like evervone else because no-one would
rebuild the village bridge, rebuilt it them-
selves; or the group in Italy to-day which
set itself the task of building a children’s
1

holiday home in memory of M Berneri.
These scem to me to be examples of
groups which did not fail, because it's

members were linked together, not neces-
sarily by the same conception of anar-
chism, or the same eventual aims, but by
the processes of doing a particular job
which seemed worthwhile to them.

1 don’t think that the question of what
are the qualifications for membership of
an anarchist group arises at all. Some-
body talked about intending members
having two “sponsors”, but this, while it
may be appropriate for a cricket club,
seems to me to be meaningless in this
context. As I see it, people do not apply
to join an anarchist group. If they are
interested in the work of the group, they
will, of their own volition assist it, and
if the members of the group are unani-
mous in wanting the newcomers to join
their group, they will be asked to. There
is nothing more laughable than a mult-
plicity of nominal groups which have no
purpose, but nothing more valuable for
our purposes than a loose association of a
multiplicity of small groups each with its
own chosen function.

This conception of anarchist organisa-
tion is, perhaps, a reflection of the sort
of social organisation that one envisages
in an anarchist society and I think that
the social groupings envisaged in anarchist
theory, the commune as the territorial
organisation and the syndicate as the in-
dustrial one, would in fact take this form.

William Reich, who is regarded by
some anarchists as a modern Moses, and
by some as a lunatic, has, whatever you
think of the theories which have made
him famous, some very illuminating com-
ments to make on the nature of work in
functional groups, which he calls (rather
misleadingly, 1 think, “work democracy”.
In an artcle, “Work Democracy in
Action” (Annals of the Orgone Institute,
No. 1, 1947):

* . . . On what principle, then, was
our organisation based, if there were
no votes, no directives and commands,
no seerctaries, presidents, vice-presi-

nts, etc.?

“What kept us together was our
work, our mutual interdependencies in
this work, our factual interest in one
gigantic  problem with its many
specialist ramifications. I had not
solicited co-workers. They had come
of themselves. They remained, or they
left when the work no longer held
them. We had not formed a political
group or worked out a program of

action . . . Each one made his con-
tribution according to his interest in
the work . . . There are, then, objective
biological work interests and work

functions capable of regulating human
co-operation. Exemplary work organises
its forms of functioning organically and
spontaneously, even though only gradu-
ally, gropingly and often making mis-
takes. In contradistinction, the political
organisations, with their “campaigns”
and “platforms”, proceed without any
connection with the tasks and problems
of daily life.”

Elsewhere in his article he says:
“If personal enmities, intrigues and
political manwuvres make their appear-
ance in an organisation, one can be
sure that its members no longer have a
factual meeting-ground in common,
that they are no longer held together
by 2 common work-interest . Just
as organisational ties result from com-
mon work-interests, so they dissolve
when the work-interests dissolve or
begin to conflict with each other.”

ABOLISH M.P.s? — QUEER

® DO WITHOUT M.P.sF

A reader of the Sunday Pictorial talks
sense when, in connection with Churchill's
campaign for the early recall of the
House of Commons, he says, “Let M.P.s
have their holiday; I don't believe recall-
ing ' em would make the least difference
to the present trouble.”

And we would add: And why not let
them have a permanent holiday and then
we can start learning how to run our
own [ives?

® SAD COMMENTARY ON VALUES

A man of 35, who said his wife had
left him and he had no home since he
left the Army, told Thetford magisirates
that he has stolen a bicycle so thar he
could go 1o prison— ich as far as I
concerned,” he said, “will be my home
now.”

The magistrates apparently did not try
to convince him of his wrong values nor
did they attempt to understand the des-
perate plight which drives some people to
such extremes, for they passed a senrence
of threc months' imprisonment.

® IS SHE A MURDERESS?

A mother, devoted 1o her child, which
was going blind, decided to kill it and
then commit suicide, the prosecution
stated at Aberysrwyth Magistrates' Court
when a 20-year-old-wwoman was com-
mitted for trial charged with the murder
of her daughter, aged 15 months.

Reich specifically denies that his kind
of organisation is ‘“anarchistic”, but I
believe that his experience exactly mirrors
that of, for instance, the Freedom Press
Group and the Glasgow Anarchist Group,
and probably many others.

I think we might well learn from these
experiences and not attempt to apply to
anarchist  activitie methods  of
authoritarian organisati CcwW
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which wage labour on a clerk’s stool
cannot.
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totalitarianism know that
make politieal wse of this pseudo-
corporate spirit, and can feel that there
is something severcly wrong with a
social strueture that gives such psycho-
logieal handlcs to reaction. Radical
psyehologists like Reich have been
courageous enough o state outright
that war provides sexual gratifications
which peace denies, and that ch a
perversion of natoral sexual desires it-
sclf stems from the sexual repression
of our society. The “drift to war” is
not a drift at all; s a drive, all the
more uncontrolled because jts moti-
vating forces—the need for an outlet
(a socially tolerated outlet) i'm-_ re-
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ACTITY | Who shall say what is the funde:

pressed sexual urges—arc

mental, the underlying factor which
makes war inevitable in our society?
Sexual repression is necessary to make
war ascceptable—in  Army  ideology
licenee goes hand in hand with chastity
for *‘decent” women, and all that
revolting  farrago about “‘honour” in
sexual affairs of an open character. But
it seems unlikely that sexual repression,
or any other psychological factor, is a
cause of war; they only operate within
the framework provided by war, and in
its absenee find other outlets. But they
do not ereate the form of such outlets.

For this reason it seems to us that a
more fundamental (though not neccs-
sarily more important) cause the
economic system of competition made
necessary by the inherent expansionist
demands of the capitalist mode of pro-
duction, with its demand to “export or
burst”. Eight years ago, War Com-
mentary published an article with the
significant title, “War Without End”.

That they are unconscious is again due
i to the structure and mores of our
socicty.
| Sexual repression has an answer Lo
all  this—it is mply nonsense, say
those whose training forces them to be
| blind to everything which an an
dubbed taboo. Buot

traiming has
band of those who say
“sipecrity” (thast is, compl

degeption in this casc) is a dimi
o The srmy and the forces generally
are carcful not to diminish the sppeal
of their known opportunities for sexual
licenee, though they do not openly offer
such,
| Aw artiele in Piciure Post (26/8/50)
on why reeruits volusteered for Korean
serviee bs remarkably frank within the
repressive  framework  of our  times.
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News of the World eompared with this
vost delingueney of the sowial strueturs?
THE ECONOMIC WAR

Tt g d to the causes of
war, and deseribed how a war, far
from relieving (still less removing )
those causes, only exacerbated
Hence the *end” of the war
the foundations of a

il And all this at the expense of
the living standards of the workers of
the world.
IN SUM

An Iysis such as the above—and we
believe it to be a truthful, and not a
merely partisan  account—shows  that
every aspeet of war, viewed without

hypocrisy or idle hil
social struetu
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onee  referring
wetual horrors,
payehological
vidu suffer
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Do You Aceept Permanent War ?

desire to alter the bases of society in |
a radical fashion—to take up, in short,
a revolutionary position.

But it is also clear that to arrive
at such a position requires that one
have some idea of what is for, some
conception of a better li The revolu-
tionary wurge is not mere blind des-
truction; it sceks to destroy something
foul and life destructive, in order to
permit human life to expand in a life-
giving manner. Effective resistance to
war arises out of a hopeful attitude to
life, illingness to sce the rot-
tenness s no other word) of
contemporary social structures.

IN PRACTICE

When we have said all this, there still
remains the fact of an increasing tr
tarian denial of all life-
iving activities. There is no use burk-
ing the ecffect of Russian expansionism,
t effec - answered by point-
ing to the defeets of western imperial-
ism—or of denying that they exist as
war-supporting  socialists, and,
, anarchists of the coming war
im. We are concerned with life,
with individual fulfilment in life.
knows better than any
. the effeets of Bolshevik

other, vl
dictatorsh But, os our analysis
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COMMENTARY

THE LAW — DEMOCRATIC MARGARINE

FREEDOM

VALUES — INHUMANITY OF

According to the prosecution, the child
had a disease of the bone and was prac-
tically blind, Although devoted to the
child, the young woman decided that the
best thing was 1o kill it and then kill
herself. She waited for 12 months to see 3
if the child’s health would improve, J

Since the woman has beem com
for trial we cannor comment on t
But is comment necessary?

® TWO BLACKS DON'T MAK
WHITE 3

It is becoming increasingly rare s
days for people to apply the same
values 1o themselves as  they
attacking their enemies. The
are notorious in this respect, bul
hysteria has so warped the @
many so-called democrats 4
little 1o distinguish  them
Slm’i::i_w_t so far as intellec
15 concerned.

When, therefore one reads
Press from members of the
refuse to be panicked into
ing thar the “Democrats
moral and the Stalinists imme T
versa) one feels there is sti

The particular letter we
was printed in the Manches
from a Hull reader, who w
Vansirearr hates cruelty and
but supporis a regime in Fo
cruelty has been mivigated only
inefficiency. He justifies this
the argument that no concessig
made in the siruggle against ihe
evil of world Communism. T,
denounce cruelty and oppressig
ere the Russian Governmy
allies are responsible. They
position with the argument th
must be maintained in the s
the supreme evil of capitalist im
The similarity of the argl
obvious. Both rest on the 08
asswmption thar one form o]
oppression can be effecrively @
supporting another form of}
evils.”

® DEMOCRATIC MARGA

A Press report stated tha
Norah Edwards (21), secré
Merseyside Peace Commirtee @i
ber of the Liverpool Umi
Players, said to-day that sh
job as a clerk in the persom
at the Stork Margarine
borough, because, accordi
she had Communist sympat)
Her crime was thar fe
months she had been colle
for the Communisi-inspired
she recently addressed a large

pactfists in London. The Liver
rr.l" the Clerical and Ad
Workers' Union said that the

been approached with a requeses
remsrarement.

_We have had the experience af
Chuney which the manufacturers
us, on the green label affived 10
had been “untouched by native
That in 1950 we should also be
have democratic margarine, untoue
Communist hands, is ver another

of the advanrages of private enterp

The Future of South Africa

We wvery much regret that in
last issue of Freedom the name of
author of this article was inadverte
omitted. It was by Freda Troup
was circulated by Worldover F

Aug. 10th to Auvé
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