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GENERAL ELECTION gives wonderful scope for the
L gambling spirit. There must have been thousands last week
with no interest in politics who nevertheless sat up half the nighe
listening to the results as they came through, and how many could

resist the temptation to have a bet on the issues?

The general
which football fans
anxiously watch the Saturday evening papers to see whether, say,
Arsenal or the Villa are going to win the League Championship.
This is fortunate for the political apologists who have to explain
the results to their supporters, for the absurdity of the election
post mariems 18

spirit. 18 not greatly different from that in

in the race

less apparent I|lq.‘t.‘Iin\.‘. liln\:mphrrg‘.

Yet anarchists must also have - -
is not very fervent,

their inquest in view of the ‘“'“‘h ye : has not
enormous percentage that went mug urn\'ll,‘[.nll‘l. Such fervour
Conservatives are 95 Wus oceasionally to be noted

to the polls.
jubilant about their increased
vote, Labour about their reten-
tion of power, while Liberals
claim that the balancing Liberal
Party is the real holder of
decisive power. Most comical of
all was the Daily Worker whose

sprang more from party loyalty
than from any strong convietion
about the opposing programmes.
And even those who seemed fer-
vent enough required little pres-
sure (o that it didn’t
greatly matter which party got
in—things would be much the

concede

front page contained no headlines -

proclaiming that all the Com- “'™¢ cither way.

munist candidates were defeated, And apart from a few enthu-

and all the crytos roo: instead siastic loyalists of one or other

the Worker's headlines were party it was quite apparent that

about the lost deposits—of the the motive governing many

Liberals! voters was purely personal—
HEAVIEST POLL EVER “how will it affect me per-
What then are we to think of sonally and my work?" This is

the 83 per cent. poll? Of a practical enough approach be-
course it shows that the popu- yond doubt, but it does not ardue
lation as a whole stll accepts any very deep-seated convictions

the electoral method, though it either about the parties involved

seems certain that this accept- (Continued oo page 4)
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arc

get wiant

It irse, impossible 0
how ny he wotes cast were 10
fact negative in their purposc—as
AM. pointed our in our last e,
both the main parties sloganned
“Keep the others out” and it may
well be that many workers voted

to keep the Torics out, and
many middle-class people voted Tory
to keep Labour out, without really
falling for the party programmes they
acrually supported with their votes
Nevertheless, the voting was very
obviously done on a class basis, and it
seems, superficially at least, thar the
workers are solidly for Labour. This
means that not only are the workers
not upset by the back-sliding from
ilist principles which has been a
feature of the Labour Government's
regime, but thar the wage freeze 18
not held against the Labour Party
either. It is significant roo, that the
only party seriously using Wages as a
plank in its election programme—the
Communist Party—was ignominiously
kicked right out of the picture by the
voters. And the Conservatives who
had some vague line on “a £6 mini-
mum and no wage-freeze,” received
practically no votes from the lower
income groups who would have bene-
fitted from such a minimum being
established, and drew their main sup-
port from middle-class folk not
affected by the wage freeze and
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fealiana (U.S.1)
E;ga:. the Italian Socialist Party
fon the Confederazione del
{(Confederation of Labour)
which had 8s its object the affiliation
of all the trade union organisations.
But it was also an atempt to make
the workers' organisations an instru-
ment for the Socialist Party. Bur it
did not succeed wholly in either. for
a li part of the membership was
strongly influenced by the ideas of the
French syndicalists. A number of
large, successful strikes gave added
estige to the advocates of direct
action inside the movement, and as a
sesult a conference called in 1912, by
a number of organisations which were
a0t in agreement with the Confedera-
tion, resulted in the creation of the
Unione Sindacale Italiana. In 1914,
it took up an anti-militarist posiuon
and when Italy entered the war all
itc most active members were arrested
and imprisoned. But it once more
sprang inf0 activity at the end of
hostlities with a membership of
600,000, The rise of Fascism resulted
in its evenrual physical suppression.
After the “liberation” of Ttaly, the
guestion of rebuilding the U.S.I. was
discussed at considerable length by the
Jralian anarchists but the general view
was against. We do not propose fta dis-
cuss here the arguments put forward at

REVOLUTIONARY

U.S. L

The purpose

the nme, but the general view seemed to
be I'I_T.\l anarchists should carry on their
activity within the existing Trade 'L'ni-wl|
movement, and that the activitics of the
revolutionary syndicalists should be co
rdinated by a  Gomitato  di Difesa
Sindicalisra  (Syndicalist Defence Com-
mitee) In June, 1948, a conpress I:I
this Defence Committee was held in Leg-

o

hern and the following was one of the
resolutions: adopred: “The Syndic
Defence Committee considering the pos-

sibility of an eventuil scission in the
C.G,LL. (Italian General Confederntion
of Labour), deplores the attitude :I\I[ l!.
the political parties which are pm\'uh;w
tht breaking-up ‘of working-class unity,
thereby demonstrating their inability |.
defend the interests of the \\\‘srl-:im:-‘ll:n:
and reserves the right to examine at an
opporiune moment its own position in the
event of such a scssion taking place."
he scission took place in the summer
of 1948, with the break-away of the
Chrisdan Democrats. A third of the
C.G.LL.s funds was assigned to the new
arganmuiun‘ the remaining two-thirds
being held by the Togliatti—de Vittorio
and Nenni—Desanti  [actions. Many
anarchist-syndicalists felt that s scission
had taken place, consideration of

SYNDICALISTS :
RE-ORGANISE IN ITALY 23
Rebirth of the

A FEW wecks ago, a congress of revolutionary syndicalists was held in
the small coastal town of Piombino, in Central Iraly

ol the congress was 10 lay the foundations for a re-formed Unione Sindacal
. acale

shviously | considerably
ovement At the same time
onsiderable dincontent. amang
KRR the way the politi
" " \ ure using the '!l'r.|-|--I 1‘|n|’|rr| IIII £
working-clas . - their oW ' us ccenlt
valid objections ity were np  longer -v_ml. “'I""::'::u wat made e

U.51 At to the reforming of the

¥ th E¥ : sross Al ‘ ,
Piombing, whig i recent  cOn@re e movement by the fusion of ( )
gotes fror 'I'\' h was auended by dele Labour Federation (¥ ith oan itirmited
3 ven arouns: and which had i = R T &
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eighieen mon ‘".[ h }‘l t= I l_ ai from | million to 1,400,000 men rs).
revolut iths by the supporiers of a They hope by the fusion (o attract the '
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0 far as the congress was concerned  warkers who have o lar resisted member- | un
th

s 10 -
miin purpose was to outline the ob-

:;...'.l.;...,l:. ol the new organisation and W
e Committee of co-ordination; ¢
b 1 scretariat in Hologna, whose

i task will be to draft o con-
ilitution. At a later date o National @&

LCongress will be called X

As 1o whar chances — d unity
- g ances of success the new i b e Al 2
U.S.L will have, it is difficult for us to they will lltu.\:nﬂ“[ﬁl-r-c!.z-llr.;‘iﬂ-.rljIi..[u-u';
say, not heing on the spot.  Undoubtedly to compete e svell-orlec volitics =y
550 s s hines and the political vulturés who at d
opimion within the Tralis ATER 27 machines an I
T present have a stranglehold on the Iralian

ment itself is divided. And the fact that
such men ns Armande Borghi, who' was
the secrétary of the U.S.I. after the first

anti-(

ship drives of the

Jld war, have "I‘[‘“""" the idea, ha
influeneed 1he

,mmunisy Bl ir

Communist-comrotled
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+f Labour)

The revolutionary syndiea £
fear that the U.5.1.

wccused of destroying
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l 15 for Illegal Authority
would be in a chaotic mess.

People say that
Anarchists

authoritics whose ends it serves are responsible for the chaolic mess that the world

is in. The authoritarians says that witho

weak but, in fact, the social instincts of strong people would tend to dissuade them

from bullying and violence, making them
are compelléd to use their strength for Auth
“are the universities of crime,"
(To be continued)

AUTHORITY

(Continued)

and the lawyers and police authorities are its professors,
D.R.

if there were no legal system, the world
believe that the legal system, and the
ut law, the strong would tyranmisa the

the gentlest of people, except when they
aritarian ends. ‘‘Prisons,” said Kropotkin,

UNICN OF ANARCHIST GROUPS:
CENTRAL LONDON

INDOOR Lecture-Discussions
Sunday at 7.30 p.m. at the

Trade Union Club, Great Newport 5¢,

W.C.2 [near Leicester Squars Station).

March 5th A Debate
“THAT WORKERS' CONTROL WILL BE
ESTABLISHED BY INDUSTRIAL ACTION
ALONE."
Proposer: Philip Sansem [London Anarchist
Group).
Onposer: Don Bannister [London League for
Warkers' Control].
March 12th A Debate
“ABOLISHING WAR MEANS
ABOLISHING GOVERNMENT"

every

froposar: Tony Gibson (London Anarchist
Group).

Coposer: Sybil Meorrison  (Peace Pledge
Unian).

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP

INDOOR MEETINGS every Sunday at
7 p.m. at the

CENTRAL HALLS, 25 BATH STREET,
GLASGOW.
Frank Leech, John Gaffney, Eddia Shaw.

MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST GROUP

OPEN DISCUSSION MEETINGS
held forenightly

PLEASE NOTE: NEXT MEETING
Sunday, March 12th, at 3.0 p.m.
Mesting: fortnightly thereafter.

Enguiries: Ring Royal 4669

COLNE & NELSON DISTRICT

Discussion Group
to be held fortnightly.

Sunday, March 12th, st 7.30 p.m.
at

Twisters and Drawers Club,
Cambridge Street, Colne (Lancs.)

" HAMPSTEAD
Discussion Meetings
are hald overy Tuesdsy ot 2 p.m, prompl.

at
5, Villss-on-tho-Heath,
Vale of Health, Hamp:tead, N.W.3
Tuesday, Merch 7th:
"THE SOCIAL BEARINGS OF REICH'S
WORK"
od by Jehn Hewelson

Digz ussiorn

ANARCHIST SUMMER
SCHOOL 1950

It hes been suggested that the Summer
School be held in Londen this year, Wil
Groups snd Individusls send “Fresdom”
their viaws or slternative suggostions?

Reinember thet the School has to be
‘plerned o considersble time in advance.

We continue below,
resolutions passed at

Congress.

Declaration on means and methods
of developing throughout the world
our federalist and autonomist prin-
ciples.

T is fundamental for us anarchists 10

carry our struggle for freedom and
justice into all those lands where we can
seize any possibility of action from the
authoritarian powers, and this we can do
by spreading all around us our willing-
ness to struggle, and our message of
fraternity which will open the rond to
social revolution.

The means which we employ to develop
our federalist principles are many and
various but it always is the direct social
struggle which does most to awaken active
consciences to  the fght for freedom.
Convinced that it is not possible to realise
the free society of tomorrow within the
corpse of the old society, by reformist
means, we seck to march with the people
towards the social revolution and for this
reason we make a frontal attack on the
acute problems resulting from exploitation
and domination, working among the
peonle, and with them, in order to con-

the

Insincerity.

or about that mnebulous ab-
straction, the “good of the
country’ .

If voting is important at all it
must be because the individuals
voting take a responsible view of
their choice. But in recent years
it has more and more been
suggested that it is irresponsible,
unpatriotic not to vote. This
propaganda for the pallot as such
is no doubt in part responsible
for the heavy poll. But it does
not take much reflection to see
that such massive voting can
only spring from a somewhat
casual exercise of the right to
vote, for a dispassionate observer
might think that to vote when
one has no real views or only
lukewarm ones was very irres-
ponsible indeed. But Freedom
has often enough pointed out that
the institution of government by
delegated authority encourages
irresponsibility.

ALL PARTIES GAINED

VOTES

In this respeet the figures are
intﬂcsliﬂg- Al three finally rep-
resented parties inereased their
total vote compared with 1945:
Labour gained one and a quarter
million votes, the Tories two
and a half million more, the
Liberals nearly half a million.
But in general, the picture was

the same as hefore and just what

WIN, LOSE. OR DOUBLECROSS—continued from page 1

From the International Congress—2

publication of translations of the
recent

International Amnarchist

centrate and intensify their urges towards
liberation.

We invite them to join us in combat-
ting all forms of oppression and we are
with them in the struggle. This is the
essential. The rest—free methods in
education, co-operatives and communities,
etc,, are complementary activities, which,
with the participation of the anarchists,
can reinforce our efforts, but they are not,
and they cannot be the fundamental essen-
tial of our activity, given the fact that the
possibilities of these means of propaganda
are strictly limited and controlled by the
vigilance of the authorities.

Resolution on the question: How
can we spread our ideals in countries
lacking an organised anarchist move-
ment, particularly colonial countries?
THE Congress has studied the problem

aof imperialism, that is to say, the col-
lective servitude of certain human groups,
imposed by other groups which are con-
sidered to be more highly developed. This
servitude—which is exercised not only
economically (explaitation), and politically

(“trusteeship” and paternalism), but also
in the sphere of culture (suppression of
the indigenous civilisations)—tal many.
forms to-day. Besides the classical im-
perialisms of France and Britain, Belgium
and Holland, etc., there are developing
the giant new imperialisms of the U.S.A.
and the U.5.5.R. At this moment, these
imperialisms are the most dangerous of all
since they pretend to fight for the welfare
of the “protected” peoples (Point # of
the Truman declaration).

In fact they play a part in the implacable
stroggle berween the U.S.SR. and the
U.S.A., who seck to iron out the whole
world after their own patterns. In this
sense it can be said all the countries in
the path of these two giants are colonial
countries, or are in the process of colon-
isation. Nonetheless, we must pay par-
ticular attention to the “classical” colonial
countries which, from their particular
social structures, their original culture
hostile to foreign ideologies, and their
still intact revolutionary potential, can
effectively oppose the monsirous attempts
to make the whole world uniform.

In their propaganda the anarchisis
must denpunce all forms of imperialism,
not forgetting the *“home-grown’ agents
of foreign imperialisms, and those in-
digenous elements who would be amenable

Posturings

one would expect; the Labour
vote came mainly from the
mining and industrial districts,
while the residential, commer-
cial, and agricultural areas voted
Conservative. It is reasonable
to assume furthermore that the
bulk of the votes were cast from
adherence to one or the other
party, so that the deciding votes
came from those who were too
apathetic, too uninterested in
politics, too young even, in 1945.
The conelusion inevitably follows
that the democratic electoral
procedure ensures not the rule
of the majority, for the deciding
vote comes from the small frac-
tion which increased the per-
centage poll, and which is hardly
politically conscious at all.

Then there is the anomaly of
relation of seats to total votes
cast, The Conservatives claim
that the Liberal party is defunct,
and certainly their defeat (and
the losses which Lloyd’s sus-
tained for them) could hardly
have been more crushing. Yet
the Liberal vote was, numeric-
ally, more than a fifth of the
Labour Poll, while their repre-
sentation in seats is less than
one-thirtieth of the number of
Labour members. This is not to
raise the old scarecrow of pro-
portional  representation, but
merely to point to one among the
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many anomalies of election
times, of which the total upshot
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is surely to discredit the whole
sham apparatus.
NO RECOGNISED
ALTERNATIVE

To sum up, therefore, one may
say that the election was not
taken as seriously as it should
be if the population were as
seriously concerned about how
their affairs are administered
as they should be. If people
were seriously concerned about
such matters they would throw
out the whole absurd business.
That they do not take it seriously
on the one hand, and on the
other fail to take steps to throw
it out altogether, is due to the
fact that there is no gdenerally
accepted alternative. Dicta-
torial reaction offers an alterna-
tive to the ballot box which is
still fundamentally unacceptable
to the British people. But anar-
chism provides a more practical
and fruitful alternative to either,
and the problem for men and
women of vision is to make it
acceptable to their fellows. When
it is so the whole sorry election-
eering business with all its
thinness, insincerity, posturings
and intrigues, will be relegate
to the limbo of hulf-remembered,
almost incredible  superstitions
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