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olice and sheriffs evicted protestors | pubs changed hands and became the N ' p e IS i AR A TR D) N e Wk
from 34 Broadway Markert in the puzzling term ‘gastropubs’, while the ' — o i, "o N
East London borough of Hackney relaunched Saturday market sold novelty
tor a second nme on 23rd February. food items at extortionate prices.
Perhaps the most exciting political Suddenly, the majority of local residents

hughlight of the winlter was the — that is, the working class on the council y AG A‘NST C 0 R R U PT D E VE L 0 P E R S
community uccupnt.m.t.l at Brﬂﬂ%wa}' estates — were ;a.luzns in the area they knew NE WANT 0 U R CA F E NOT YU p PIE FL ATS | -

Market after the eviction of caté owner | and grew up in.

Tony Planio. Police had minally kicked To the outsider these changes were
them our at the end of December only perhaps a sign of improvement and

to see them return to reoccupy on prosperity, but the direcr beneficiaries
Boxing Day, of this process were few in number, with

Starting at the end of November, the property developers in particular being
occupation soon built up wide popular | at the top of the wealth pyramid.

support and unusually positive media ‘Progress’ has been cosmetic, with
coverage thar stretched from the Shanghai | deep-rooted social problems still not
Daily News and Bahamas Financial addressed.
News to the Evening Standard and the The occupation was both a form of
Guardian. personal support to the former owner
Broadway Marker has been rapidly of Francesca’s café, Tony Platio, who
changing over the last five years. New had been an obvious victim of council
bouriques and estate agents sprung up, incompetence and at the receiving end

of property magnet Dr Roger Wratten’s |
tion; and although the campaign

| Wﬁhi:{ﬁaueed,malﬁbmug}umtu
| the debate council corruption and

incompetence, gentrification, regenera-
tion, the 2012 Olympic business
bonanza, and New Labour’s insidious
market capiralism.

The contempt that the Labour council
has for the residents of the borough 1s Rather like their mentor Tony Blair, course the defiant 24-hour physical will this be part of a wider process of
astounding. Their arrogance being they seem to be shameless ar being presence at 34 Broadway marker itself, | social change?
demonstrated by the recent ‘rent-a-Trot’ | disgraced at an international level as where to next? Is it back to another re-
quote by the Deputy Mayor, who sees in | events on Broadway Marker have done | occupation on the road, or another Andy W. is one of the Broadway Market occupiers.
all dissent the hand of world revolurion | to Hackney council. different avenue of protest? Will it Various members of the community have vowed
— and this was just a comment about So after angry public meerings, petitions, | become just another yarn for rhe to fight on to redevelop the site for community
concerned local park users! town hall pickets, leafler drops and of participants to spin in years to come, or | use.
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adical historian, Paul Avrich, has Russian Anarchists. He went on to
| senior governmental ﬁgu.res that one ‘Callaghan’s incomes policy. in the face died at the age of 74. He was born | publish many more books on anarchist
‘ have ap: third of a major higher education of mass student apathy, the lecturers in New York City on 4th August history, including The Haymarket Tragedy
! | WMWW ]FW-I‘&” mﬂcga funding initiative would go directly into | unions are all that’s standing between the | 1931. He was a noted historian and in 1984 and Sacco and Vanzetti in 1991,
chiefs refused to hﬂﬂﬂﬂ|M@]ﬁdﬁﬂ | bringing up pay in the secror. government, management and businesses | professor who authored many books on The Library of Congress houses the
offered last year. After putting in the claim in October, | carving the whole system up.” anarchist history, including books on Paul Avrich Collection, a collection of
The }pm,mkghmym,ﬂu AUT and | the union was not met until January by A pay claim policy document from the Haymarker Riot, the Modern School | over twenty thousand manuscripts and
" MW unions will be the first | national employers’ body UCEA, which | Nafthe explains that: “Over the years Movement, the Russian Revolution and | publications on American and European
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m:ﬁe WO unions I refused 10 come up with a pay offer. . ‘we have seen the decline in the relative | a collection of oral interviews with anarchism that Avrich donated to the
v ?:;Fi_r-* valy The AUT have said thart lecturers’ pay | earnings of academic and academic American anarchists, Anarchist Voices. | library.
The one-da ﬁm im, | ‘has declined by over 40% when compared | related staff as employers have stuck to Avrich was nominated for the Pulitzer | Ronald Creagh remembered Avrich:
been followed -impos king | with other professional groups over the | pay offers based on the increase in the | Prize several times and in 1984 he won | “I know that Paul’s friendliness will
sanction J;J#j_, *:-—_,_H___._h J__,_ | resear last @ years. . - e-achmg grant, which has been around | the Philip Tafr Labor History Award. remain in the minds of all who have
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J‘ﬂ&-&‘m Manchester unis ersiry the level of inflation and somerimes Avrich received his BA from Cornell known him, just as his scholarship will
MMMW;MW ecrurers | lower. University in 1952 and his PhD be remembered by all who have read
j;. g:tédhrprm A lil'lﬂ same time. ‘other income’ to | from Columbia University in 1961. his remarkable books. He offers his

are ;I;,:L;' _;:.“- ette Fﬁﬂmﬂﬂyl | * hﬂs eased, The proportion | He raughr at Queens College of the readers very extraordinary information.
in something | ‘l“rn-r"w - educatior £ re on staff has declined City University of New York and “Perhaps his most thought-provoking
e ‘Tfi ends to just get re-schec " ed. {fmmﬂﬂ% to 58.5% over the last 30 | ar Columbia University. He was a testimony is contained in his work
*The action shor Jof a.stsi e will | mm@)m‘hﬂ.t mthe same l:unl: paﬂlepel: Guggenheim fellow at Columbia Anarchist Voices, which is based on his
‘* _--.,f.r"'.':-"Fﬁ":;rﬁ-ﬁ'ﬂf*?”*:é;I?;"fg?:?'-'.f;:: 1ave become increasing gly uncompetitive.” University in 1967-68 and a National | careful, ime-consuming interviews with
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5L f'~fj‘*'f*h on | Thes _'_,. owsadispurein | Endowment for the “Hhmmﬁﬁes senior | hundreds of people.”
e up, bec li"fi‘ﬂ DovRmber |ast year which'saw | fellow in 1972-73. - AK Press has recently re-published Anarchist
published Iﬁ:sadimnm tion on | Volces (akpress.org).
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220 colleges and unive ;4 Jn 'S SAW l.m@gm’ at Columbia Unimsiqr in | by Freedom Press, price £1,50 (post free),
valkouts r'“**’r* ed ducat .= ‘ w&ﬂolln MIME{MW huffmr available from B4b Whitechapel High Street,
A "._:_;j",_ ’1‘11,'_* [ .II{ i 8 | book on the history of anarchism, The | London E1 7QX or freedompress,org.uk
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“-. . : = | : Thcgovernnmnr ordered all educational let-up ro this day, have included T'Ept:atﬁ'd SOUTH KOREA Unions in Hnmh acdministrators were mvestigating

N | institutions closed on Sunday itself, most | visits to the Labour Ministry and [Tehran]| | Korea launched a general ‘-’»-l_r'lki.‘ on 28th | whether geography teacher Jay Bennish
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'\ [being | The UN's IRIN news service reported | with the lights on and two strikes. In the | Unions began a full nationwide strike at | Tustin Amole said.
II that dmly life has become tougher and | second strike, members of the union’s 1 pm, protesting parliament’s approval Amole said Bennish was placed on
_ IR mughm' in past years for the average executive board and over 850 union of the non-regular workers bill that administrative leave Wednesday to avoid
ear the debe, the 1 GHJHE&IL RJCE, t‘hl: staple food for the activists were arrested. Ar the moment, unionists claim will increase the number | further disruption at the school in this
sroposed further privatisation. | West Aﬁ'u:an nation’s eight million six of the union’s executive board members | of temporary labourers. east Denyer suburb.
' people; almost doubled between January | are being held in Section 209 of Evin It said that a rotal of 150,000 unjonists She said the school had heard rumours
. . E@# hud Nibvemhu 2005, with the Prison on the charge of building a at over 150 workplaces, including 40,000 | abour the protest, which included some
pm;g of a SOkg bag of rice union [syndicate]. workers at Hyundai/Kia Motors, took students who objecred to Bennish’s

| 1 mmnmﬁ:ar{l ‘50 000 francs to about Furthermore, all the striking workers | part in strikes across the country. comments. Students were told to return
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DUck and cover

Our exposure to Depleted Uranium is posing a dange!‘ that is being

wilfully downplayed and ignored — John Couzin investigates

new report has tound that during

the *Shock and Awe' campaign in

Iraq, radiation levels in Britain
quadrupled, leading to tears that
Depleted Uranium weapons used in the
desert state may have affected most of
Europe.

Chris Busby, of Liverpool University’s
department of human anatomy and cell
biology, obtained the results from
testing stations at the Atomic Weapons
Establishment in Aldermaston and other
stations within a 10-mile radius.

Depleted Uranium (DU) 1s a radio-
active waste product which 1s also
chemically toxic and is used by the
military in armour piercing shells and
bullets, When it hirs a hard targer it
ignites and aerosolises into a fine mist
of radioactive particles, if inhaled or
ingestred can cause cancer, leukaemia,
birth defects, Gulf War Syndrome and

other illnesses,
It can also enrer the food chain

Republic of Montenegro. Remains of
weapons with DU were taken from the
soil in these regions and contaminated
sotl was registered in each of these
regions, From Yugoslav Army reports
compiled during the war, plus

investigation of projectile fragments
and data about these types of weapons
and how they are used, it can be
estimated that NATO fired
approximately 3,000 to 5,000 shells,
which is the equivalent 1 to 1.5 ronnes
of uranium 238.

These weapons were also used in
both attacks on Iraq. The first Gulf
War in 1991 resulted in 350 merric
tonnes of DU being deposited in the
environment and 3 to 6 million grms
of DU being released into rhe
atmosphere, Its legacy to the troops
involved in the war, Gulf War Disease.
a progressive, multi-
organ system disorder, its symproms

Incapacitating,

include incapacitating farigue,

through warer and/or soil. The wind musculoskeletel and joint pains,

can send particles in all direcrions over

hn:f‘:ldaq:ht:a. neuropsychiarric disorders,
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Around 20-30 ronnes of DU waste is Uranium isotopes have been detected
lying on the Solway seabed with the in urine samples of Gulf War veterans
MoD making no artempt to retrieve ten years after inhalation exposure.
this danger. Rageh Omaar, a journalist reporting

As DU 15 a radioactive waste, it is in from Basra stated that Iraqi doctors
breach of the Convenrion on the have reported a 20-fold increase in
Prevenrion of Marine Pollution by cancers since the end of the first Gulf
Dumping Wastes and other Martter, War.

1972. [t is obvious that DU is a highly

Afrer the NATO invasion in former dangerous substance. The fact thar the
Yugoslavia evidence was found that states that use it are aware of this but
NATO forces used DU on eight sites, continue to use it and put their own

Seven of these sites were in the troops and the local populations at risk
Republic of Serbia and one in the to further their own imperialist gains is

ces chari

| North East and Scotland office are now

Depleted Uranium are shown for public viewing in Belgrade

hands of the people, work in federation
with other communities, creating a
world of mutual ﬂi_c_l; not pmﬁr, ﬂfCﬂ-
operation, not competition, seeing to
need, not greed.

suffering. If we wish to putan end to
war and its suffering we have to find a
way round the state. We have to
eliminate its power by organising at
community level, bring power into the

just another example of the State’s
disregard for the people.

War is an arm of the stare and it
needs ordinary people as cannon fodder
but has little interest in the resultant

I

£45,000 ro keep the Manchester office

closed, the Northwest office is due to | open and £55,000 to keep the n ) .
close in March, followed by the complete Birmingham 'uff' cufupm Tmﬁ_ud's like ﬁhlghn,* vﬁm companies to.
mm:ﬂmabﬁ i'umhs shutdown of the organisation in May, ssible. |  Of the first five co mﬁﬁﬂl%ﬂ
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Dpper knobs

'l'he battle over Papua’s copper and gold deposits is heating up as
als fight back against their exploiters, reports Rob Ray
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ning eiant Freepor or: Fhrtherrepﬁm from inside the country
‘have violently cleared roadbl | have said thar up to 500 heavily armed

4' Rk e e e b
J thrown up by lc F"*n : ;inrp‘h'ht‘i:stﬁﬁ . pohee then mampred to break up the

th i-i—"r*" *-*j-: e “ﬂ* vitation yua's . ,restqung pﬂpular road blocks using live
" yast mineral -.;::.-';.?ﬁ;ra_a*r;f: d treat "'f‘:.' tof | rounds.

lation. Richard Adkerson, said in a speech to
e Fre pe w}“‘" e in West Papua hac *';,dmmm “This is just part of the
been closed down on 22nd Februa 1be scenery of DEIEAn the mining industry
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~ Benny Wenda, a Papuan campaigning
| tbﬂﬁdaﬁﬁﬁ withdrawal from the

according 1o ] SATE e
_-'_"'-.",--f-.'é'f-:f;‘.-:"L-:_;j‘ rc ;Lf Er ks and island. , said: “This was a spontancous

‘demanded an end to the *“’Z‘;j,..,fr ' "'-‘ dem nﬁ“tzg‘ﬁﬁ‘ii', fired by the frustration
‘occupaton and the expulsion of ‘ ITG anger gﬂ yrding I}"pﬁﬂpl&'dmlcd

cMoran. This was after police shora | even the @pﬂ?ﬂiﬂlq’ to pick over the
ocal dead for trespassing on company *(_:ﬁﬁ‘ji ish lef Bﬁlunﬂ'.aftnr‘the ﬂl&g
| exploitation of their hamﬂland.‘”
Fre za,y,ﬁ-hﬁﬁﬁm an I 1ave
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in 30 years. VT — | engaged in a major conflict wit
Locals in villages near to the Freeport | mdlgmnhs Papuans fighting to remove

als in villages n
d been combiny ﬂﬁﬂmpﬂnr
B r decades " Freeport w&c‘a'll Ltﬂ have paud
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Feature

Middle East class war

Capitalism and Islam are twin parasites in the ‘Arab states’ - but
workers are fighting back hard, reports John Shute

he Gulf city-state of Dubai is, | national security or the basic services
according ro recent estimates, | provided by them to the citizens.” It is
the fastest-growing city on up to the Prime Minister to define these
earth and 1s, after Shanghai, | establishments by means of a decree.
certainly the world’s biggest | The Egyptian state is not slow either to

building site. Sheikh use the full force available to it to repress

Mohammed bin Rashid al- independent labour organisation. In
Makroum; a multibillionaire, intends March 2004 a thousand troops prevented
Dubai to be a fanrasy island carering to | an engineers’ protest about restrictions
every taste — a hyper-Las Vegas, with on union organising. In October 2004
underwater hortels, chains of theme the police besieged the Abou Tartour
parks and Bur) Dubai, planned to be Phosphate Mines to force striking miners
the world’s tallest building. back to work.

The Middle East is awash with It would be a mistake to believe that

money right now, as, post-9/11, Middle | such repression is common only to those
Eastern investors abandon the West and | Middle Eastern states which are the
bring their dollars home, The Saudis have | regional clients of Western imperialism.

already repatriated one third of their The ‘Islamic Republic’ of Iran, the
trillion dollar overseas portfolio, with at | product of a grassroots revolution in
least $7 billion mvested in Dubai, and 1979, wasted no time in crushing

o1l wealth from the Unired Arab independent labour and neighbourhood
Emirates is cast around the region in sclf—ﬂrgamsurmn
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'é Ihadh‘h:cm_pp‘resﬁc‘&ihyﬂu%ﬂ émm
drea: | i th:.i:iﬂﬁ of 1953. In the y yyears of the
lntl:ﬂdﬂd as an Arﬂb Gavnmn 'lslands “revolution Iran was alive with workers

Equally, though, in its arntude to councils, neighbourhood co-ordinating
labour rights and its super-exploitation | groups, and organised squatter campaigns,
of migrant labour, it has much in with the oil workers to the fore. The
commeon with its neighbours. Islamic leaders sought to portray their
Trade unions and strike action are decapitation of the revolution as part of
illegal and the majority of the workforce | the ingilab-1-mustaz’afin = the revolution
are South Asian contract labourers. In of the downtrodden. In fact the Islamic
2003, Human Rights Watch described state has suppressed the independent
the Emirares as “building prosperity organisation of the working class, and

from forced labour™. Asian workers have | used the ‘defence of the Revolution® to
their passports and visas confiscated by | deflect anger at its betrayals of the poor.

recruitment agents and are crowded Thus, variously, Iraq and the ‘Satanic With real_.snw in the _m.ld_d e of Ihe_-_-deser_t fﬂ.f tﬁl_ﬂ‘-iﬁts.- .
eight-to-twelve in squalid rooms in West" have been used to portray an -

labour camps on the outskirts of cities. | external threat to the ‘Revolution” as a | without rchablc ‘water or elc'_-'-’_' and dcmand the exemption fmm schnu[
‘Thar pattern of exploitation is mirrored | means of suppressing internal dissent. services, eﬂllapsmg transport infrastructure | registration fees for the children of
ﬂ:mughmu;:hg region. Despite consistent repression, the | smc[ sanitation. For Iraqi wnrknrs, the workers and the unempluyed ‘establish-
There is an economic boom in Saudi | Committee in Pursuit of Free Labour labour laws of the Ba’athist state have | ment of a social solidarity fund for the
Arabia, attracting foreign investment to | Organisations continues to fight for been rep[aﬁeﬁahjn complete deregulation | systematic payment of nuem;:,ulo:};ment |
the country. The fact that trade unions | working class self-organisation in Iran with those stll in work left unpaid Fﬁor compensation; the cancellation ﬂffudlit-.;r | ore
and strikes are prohibited doubtless against the state-lackeys of the Islamic mlﬁs on end. Contractors working in | debts owed by the poor; free health | exten
m;hn arrraction for investors. | Labour Councils, Violent attacks on | Iraq, in&ludmg Halliburton Corp, have | insurance to workers and the unemployed; |
g ﬂfﬁh‘nﬁz constitute almost two- | independent trade unions are common- | brought tens of thousands of migrant Eeglﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ'ﬁfﬁthﬁ Palésnnmn*&uthunqﬁﬁ
orce and hold over | place in Iran, with the recent assaults -r.[ ers to Iraq from impoyerished distribution of temporary jobs; fre e
pr maﬂﬂrﬂﬂh& and imprisonments of bus driversin | cﬁunmiﬁﬁn&mhﬂm he Phillipines | elections to the General Union of Wor 'ei:a mﬂi:qn?ntﬁ. i Lan kan
Tehran being only the most recent. and Bangladesh to carry out menial jobs. | Palestinian Workers. E For revolutio ‘,f*:":%ﬁ'r i
=i o | The wealth of the Middle East The US military requires that contractors | The Independent Workers Committees aﬁg\r_u ortar rq.uwﬁucﬁﬂp ting.
Aabis 1‘:'" e Tl o bnurgwmmlsfnund@‘i'm both the -_:_-I‘s"lﬁﬁ"i?." nt workers to work at bases | have learned through the establishment sucked intoheImoRE: s of debates
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1 ! ~ -y o, advocating stronger states, fairer Or 1de
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about Anarchist Mountain in your quiz | * Close the Department of Health in highly paid administrators but it i
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and global institutional charity scarcely

dents the status quo. Neither will we
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ive health education the opportu ity of ransacking people’s
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the facts abﬂut healthy hwng Most
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‘ '-”“.r"‘.::‘::“‘r'u - - < W _Pfﬂpi_.t_.dﬂﬂt realise it, bur at least eight | into police cars to be arrested on between university lecturers and reachers
gl out of ten cancers can be prevented, fabricated evidence? by upping wages.
; Mnst cases of heart disease can be Then for search squads to crash Following the merger vote, it 1s

|‘| ghwf.nle;l too. through the house like bulls in a china hoped the strike will herald a stop to

o -, = ' | dl)_ﬁsh dem‘jla :m‘ hdgpilal and docror | shop, smashing everything in their way, | lecturers disrespecting picket lines.
'l :*:1.-n and r- ure rate: l'I"Iu uuld at the same time showing no concern Eighteen months ago AUT saw
for privacy and basic civil rights? themselves abandoned by Nafthe and

AWCS *xl nist | © | > hosp \stonishingly Or how about an end to the wrath of | Unison during a two day walkout. One
ils) 40% of adults o ' | mounted cavalry and baton-wielding. ex-student remembers: “The result was
“screaming police officers upon: peaceful that AUT universities (basically old
k demonstrators as witnessed at G8 2005? universities) got a much bertter deal,

s ; - Perhaps the ‘Bill' means an end to although it kind of split the workforce.
| -.13'5"!5-;:-;'.:5?5;_ ﬂpmh Sl Cetrai H‘ innocent commuters being the target of | At my university it was pretty solid
“_a:::. :.uﬂ:__* j_ :9“, wu'ﬁ {t-;..d _;-1 TS | |§’ffé'ﬁiqgun-wgvmgwmps, who are the though, and Unison members wouldn't
ses de -r“"‘r"fiﬁ ) _ Al Judge, jury and executioner? cross picket lines. -

; ﬁr;q‘ "int;‘;‘?n}q'_“_ﬁf:l pes "_ \L‘ -Is_‘,_tgg .m}gg_ﬂqnpl&;;ﬂeshtam&ﬂﬂgadh} “I'did a load of work on it on the
c nffjﬁ_gw rions. It was | two days, and the staff really
appreciated it, Even just going between
the various picker lines, bnngmg coffee,
food and encouragement was really

| WEH received.”

nd Student union groups have had
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Freedom 11th March 2006

Hollywood’s New Radicalism is a fascinating account of attempts to
subvert the film industry from within, says Tom Jennings

Pz___-=___—_=- ?——-—ﬁ———— S

he old fashioned rop-down articulare progressive political change 1s |
movie business, where studio | best conceived mn terms of the general |
moguls reigned supreme and | disillusionment among the middle
ngidly controlled all aspects | classes with social democracy, given
of film producnon, broke their failure to predict or comprehend
down in the 1960s in the face | the unravelling liberal consensus. 1980s
of the commercial deregulation | and "90s neo-noir, postmodern and
) n&m&mﬁng, needed to carter to ‘slacker’ stories then symbolise thorough-
changing cultural and technological going refusals of traditional fallacies (not
|landscapes and parterns of consumption. paranoid detachment or self-indulgence
Those inspired by the countercultural | as Dickenson assumes) by those growing
and grass-roots energy of the era took | up without the benefits of 19605
advantage, extending the range of naiveté, making possible new forms of
‘material reaching the public in films collective mabilisation such as anu-
that were profoundly innovative, globalisation.
politically challenging and often extremely However, the current Hollywood
popular. Hollywood's New Radicalism | activism is unfortunately translated
intelligently documents the subsequent | onto the screen using largely retrograde
interplay of commercial agendas and narrative conventions, without the
American political retrenchment, styhistic and technical experimentation
focusing on the efforts of liberals and previously employed to reflect underlying
]nfns'ls involved in film pmducnun o malaises in Western sociery. The most
ot their mmallawmnm in their ‘obvious symproms of war and corporare
inating in today’s | excess are thus mistaken for ultimate
explicitl; nainstream cinema. | causes — whereas, ironically, the deeper
ix ﬁdimmm hamﬁsadlmant-gardc colonisation of intimate life by the

.-._-.._..-...‘___

li- jropean ! n styles and | instrumental logic of commodification
[ "':_f u'__'-"?' ;_tj="ﬁ}f”" INtage c [the | | has Hollywood at its vanguard.
oEhcrs o healize toeedom of | The book’s argument that commercial

an R I m;,-tnd their appeal “studio pressures are decisive constraints
™0 nmlyvzﬂilumr mbﬂhaus ynuth on the dt:grec of social consciousness
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throughout the 1970s, which rationalised | makers guarar tees p ﬁ.,m-
the industry’s chaoric structure and ;i *-:; es jus nﬁﬂwrrtn' émpﬂmﬂ?
he lictably po’hﬂpﬂ“dmuuwmnm* where the
intentions and interests of the intelligentsia
are so widely, thoroughly and undsr-
\ standably distrusted — nor to a media
~culrure in which superﬁcml appearance
| 18 ﬂsﬁlhﬂ‘ﬂm;lr*tfeushisedhm mask the
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i crats like Oliver i_E "ifiﬂ downplays Ii:d nd't!m cinema’s | latter’s rich social dynamic is often for resentful victims of history therapeutic lifestyles. In short, polirical
setrayal, but younger, W lverse and troub “_l_hli'“nrl&me | simultancously homogenised into struggling to maintain humanity. implications surely depend on the
lents continued | Nego r_f rj.r,ﬁ.imﬁt ng g tas '""' and | frozen victimised masses thawed by Conversely, Bulworth: (1998) transcends | responses and subsequent actions of
- nd style on the | enpaging deeper desires hile also ) ! ‘ individual heroics. charges of cynical fatalism with its viewers, nor simplistic readings of film
e with newly \l' "H" *’fTTTHT-"'w Ll L 1 ﬁ" uch trickier Al Therefore judgements of films like respect for ghetto phtlﬂsaphy and parratives as realist manifestoes or rtheir
udios - | than the voluntar istic idealis mof - | Cradle Will Rock (1999), Erin t-.dimmwﬁl of hope in professional makers' complacencies as gospel.
:--'.'l-.;-".'-.i- 5.“”;**" UBRC: *-f?."%t-"f:?‘-'?" radical directors | Bro £ "._.',;'J(lﬁﬂﬂ]nﬂ Dogyille (2003) | careerism; and Fight Club (1999) is | |
riple often skilfully portray mic '"115" {y s Hﬁlib”ﬂmﬂﬁmﬂlﬁ@?ﬁﬂ ﬂlsmtssed aslmcunnary nihilism The Empire’s New Clothes
wle’s | protagonists striving to maintain their spective nostalgia for elite | despite demystifying middle class Hollywood'’s New Radicalism is
sositions entangled in cor “‘*. clocal 4 “wtwﬁ 2 art wher {peoplaincw l “consumer politics — specifically the | certainly justified in ide entifying a fresh
| mat} -rarchies and histories, with very their place’; thn‘i?Tﬁmnu self- || ascistic appeal of cult violence | wave of liberal content _as last vear's |
ndustry | mixed consequences for those with less | markeung i.“-.;f_.- the diligently aspirationa cerally countering the sterile slow: Heart Huckabees, Crash, Lord of War
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A Sideways Look

One of my colleagues at work has been
studying the grievance procedure. He
thinks he's got a watertight case against
our employer for consistently refusing
him training. | think he’s right, He isn’t
alone in having suffered from an
emplover that tlaunts its ‘Investors in
People’ logo, bur at the moment he’s
the only one pursuing it.

Recently there have been some quite
angry scenes at our workplace, because
of contractual shenanigans between our
employer and the customer we all
ultimarely work tor. Lots ot people are
angry and aren’t holding back from
giving management an earful. When a
senior manager told staff ar a briefing
that “the customer doesn’t like us
anymore” he was put in his place: “It’s
not us they don't like — it’s you!™

The lack of training has become an
important issue — technology changes
rapidly and if you've been without
training for five years in most jobs you
are effectively being de-skilled. A lor of
anger was expressed in recent briefings
abourt this, bur so far the only training
ro be confirmed is ‘customer care’; not
really something you're going to put on
your CV.

Investors in People is a tool to stop
capitalists shooting themselves in the
foot, their instincts tend rowards
rreating staff like mushrooms (you
know the rest!). It gets them to

recognise that they do need to train
their workers, particularly with the
pace of change. The Chartered Institute
of Personnel and Development calculate
that recruitment nf professional-level

custom and practice.

If more of us had rhar confidence to
challenge what goes on perhaps we
wouldn’t now be in the situation of
needing to put in grievances. Don’t
assume there’s nothing you can do
about workplace issues — arm yourself
with information and stand up to
management

Svartfrosk

Taken from Freedom 13th March 1954,
entitled Removing ‘Natives' from Jo'burg
Hendrik Verwoerd, Minister of Native
Affairs in the Malan Government,
meroduced a bill this month rhar would
empower his ministry to sertle elsewhere
the largest body of city dwelling
industrialised Negroes in Africa.

The legislation, already approved by

a majority caucus, will theretore become
a law. It provides for the removal of
natives from any area in the magisterial
district of Johannesburg or any adjoining
magisterial district and their settlement
elsewhere. The legal reference to
‘magisterial district” means Witwarersrand,
rhe wealthiest industrial, financial and
commercial centre in Africa and the
world’s principle source of gold.

A large proportion of the Negro
population live in Johannesburg and
Witwatersrand Negro slums and in so-
called ‘slums in the sky’, boxlike
constructions on the roofs of buildings
in white sections of the city.

The power to remove and resertle
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Imagine if...

Peter *Yes to war' Hain mspected his
speech. He was pleased with it. Peter
“Yes to 1D’ Hain was not a man at home
to Mister Irony as he checked over his
speech to a union conference in Tyneside.

“Labour must learn the lessons of its
own history and ensure that the priorities
of a small, unrepresentative number of
people are not allowed to distort our
programme” the foundation hospital
supporting MP muttered under his
breath, as he prepared.

F'I‘d a.{“ q:_]l,l:..'l
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Listings

Now pledge to form part of a human
chain around the Westminster ‘no protest’
zone, but only if 6,000 other people join
In, see pledgebank.com/protest

until 20th March To mark the renth
anniversary of the No M66 Campaign,
there will be an exhibition ar the
Basement Social Center, Lever Street,
Manchester.

11th March Peak Oil And The Capitalist
System, a ralk with Adrian Williams
from 2.30pm, the Autonomy Club, 84b

SNSS| IXaU MIEQ 3q [[IM LOOIIED JEIPIAA Y |

at /.30pm, tollowed by a brief ralk by
Stop the City activists and then some
hopefully feverish discussion — lessons,
differences, links, experiences... at The
Pullens Centre, 184 Crampron Street,
London SE17, for more info contact
mudlark@macunlimited.net

31st March to 2nd April The Anarchist
Bookfair in Zagreb (Anarhisticki sajam
knjiga) to help organise or confirm
participation email ask-zagreb@ner.hr

or see ask-zagreb.org for info.

'[&The two of them were neck and neck, | mary

He was nearly ready for his speech,
which would place him firmly in the
driving seat in his rivalry with Alistair
“Yes to top up fees’ Darling for the title
fuf Labour cabinet minister most in touch
~with popular opinion 2006.

~ he thought, but his tirade against

leadership deyoid of listening was a

_,Pg:t'gt ‘£150k a year and a second
home in Spmu’ Ha 'ﬂwas he knew, a
true man o thg peaplc.
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Whitechapel High Street, London El,
see eventsandissues.bravehost.com.
12th March The miners’ remembered,
mark their heroic struggle with a day of
events and films ar the Common Place,
'23-25 Wharf Street, Leeds, contact
rosecook@gmail.com for i

15th March ‘Jose Couso: State Murder!®
US soldiers to stand human rights trial
for the murder of a Spanish reporter in
Baghdad, Anarchist Federation meeting
plus antiwar documentaries from 7pm
at The Square Social Centre, 21 Russell
Square, London WC1

16th March The Performance Club
with Mark ‘not on the telly’ Kelly, Sir
Gideon Vein, Jamie Woon, plus MC
Tony Allen at Inn On The Green, 3
Thorpe Close, London W10, from
8.30pm, see newagenda.demon.co.uk/
16th March ‘Hostage cities: London
‘and Madrid’, Anarchist Federation
meeting from 7pm at Conway Hall,
Rad Lion Square, London WCI

18th Mnrt:h International anarchist day
‘of action against the war with actions
‘and event: ;ﬁmmnhe world (brought
_ gcmal ‘of Anarchist
Federati uhTﬂJﬁ’wu lon demu (hopefully
miw ibertarian banne mble 12
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2nd April ‘Unauthorised’ demo against
the occupation of Irag ro mark second
anniversary of the April 2004 siege of

Fallujah, meet 12
Square, London. A non-violent direct

noon in Parliament

_ yW. -u-v.urg |
9th Apnl Mant_hestcr Anarchist Bookfair

at The Basement, 24 Lever Street, from
12 noon until Spm, for more details see
manchester@bookfair.org.uk

1st May Kent Anarchist Group meeting
in Canterbury to bring together anarchists
in Kent to discuss forming an anarchist
group in the county, venue and rime to
be confirmed, for more info conract
swaleagainstwar@aol.com

4th May AGM of leading war profiteer
BAe Systems, and Campaign Against
Arms Trade (CAAT) have plans, for
more info ring 020 7281 0297 or see
www.caat.org.uk

The quiz

1. Why was an exhibition of t-shirts

recently banned at a Polish university?

2. Which comic featuring an anard:nst

character has heen turned into a film,
but dxsownnd b:f its creatur?
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