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MAKING THEIR MINDS UP?

or the third time in two years, the General secretary, Dave Prentis, said:
“This dispute is the biggest issue Unjson

has faced ftor decades. It aftects the

major unions have agreed ro ballot

for a general strike over publie
sector pensions, The news follows the
splitting of the public sector pensions
agenda into ‘national’ and ‘local’, with
nanonal-level workers getting a guarantee
of immunity from pension changes for
existing workers last years.

Local government workers were rold
they would have to negotiate their own
terms separately, leading to the
secondary confrontation.

The Local Government Association
have announced proposals to cur
pension rights, and have refused to

agree protection for many existing
scheme members.

Although the rerms being offered are
broadly simular ro those accepred for

national-level government workers,
unions have artacked measure which . |

| spht the agmemems further and artack

rights of one million of our members
who have paid 6% of their salaries into
their pension scheme for decades to
save for their retirement and are now
being told thar the deal is off.

“The local government employers, the
LGA and the Government should be in
no doubt of how serious we are. All we
are asking is for members of the local
government pension scheme to be
treated fairly,™

Unison’s executive were heavily
criticised last year borh internally and
by members of other unions for
unilarerally withdrawing from the serike
process during the election period, to
allow New Labour a clear run.

Julian, a member of Unison who waorks
in local government, has been tollowing

the fight over pensions. He, like many
shnp—ﬂmr members, has been frustrated
by the union’s attitude over the last

mgmmﬁm, mu.ld | year. He said: *We're just wasting time
sion nights wh I-time staff | negotiating, we should go straight for
hmm ﬂlﬂﬁrmdgakaﬂmg o industrial action. At the period of the
accusations thar the governmenr are election it was crass stupidity to take

|, seeking to ‘divide and conquer’. guarantees from Prescort when it was the

perfect rime to make them rake norice.
The only language Prescott understands

‘The call to arms comes after fruitless
talks on the i1ssue between unions and

local governments. is people being away from work.
Unison, Amicus, TGWU, GMB, “The constructive thing thar will come
| Ucarm, CYWU, Napo, NUT and the out of it is that more people will become

organised, as action is a great recruiter.
However | have a feeling we will be
fobbed off again as we have so many

FBU agreed the strategy and have

begun pmcecdmgs to ballot 1.5 million
members for action. Unison are leading

rule from 1st October. The rule allows
members to retire at 60, if their age and
years of service toral 85 or more, on a
full pension. In effect, this means thar
in furure all scheme members will have

the call for the strike as the Iargcf.l: time before, with negotiators accepting
i‘ ;gmnpuuﬁthe.mmr,,plcdgmg to ballot a. | poor terms and then just recommending
mﬂltﬂﬂwﬁf its members unless progress | we take them.”
15 made in talks. The proposals will remove the ‘85-year’

resulted in a loss of significant body
function.

The US have also defended classic
torture measures such as ‘water-boarding’
(a techmque where the victim believes

they will drown) and mock executions.
This stance is highlighted by Bush’s

avoidance of the prohibition of cruel,

' unhuman or degrading treatment. This

further eﬁambatet[ byhnurncy

: Alberto Gonzales® claim that it

s permiss “mmge:;uuh treatment for

non-Americans hﬁ ””mijlﬁ”thml}mmd
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a retirement age of 63,

I | I'E’D TORTURE

democracy to approve the abuse of
detainees, Britain has adopted policies
that make it complicit. Tony Blair has
proposed the deportation of terrorist
suspects to countries with well
documented torture histories for such
people, a full adoption of the US
‘extraordinary rendition’ policy (which
it currently aids).

The Convention Against Torture
prohibits sending people to a country
where there is reason to believe that
they would be tortured. However, the
UK government has suggested sending
their rerrorist suspects to Algeria, Jordan,
I.il:m, Mnmmrand Tunisia. Each of
intries are gmlt? of torturing

the recipient countries prdmg;ngmdm | |
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k rﬂimm the suspect, and paﬁadwal

~ \m» page 6, column 5

e In other pensions news, the Confedera-
tion of Business Interests (CBI), the
main lobbying body for business in
parliament, has announced a new
campaign to allow small businesses to
opt out of the government’s proposed

FAST-TRACK

he Workers’ Party of Belgium (PTB)
have put out a call for international
solidarity for 13 dockers jailed during
protests in Strasbourg in January. The
dockers, who were rounded up during
confrontations with police surrounding
the European Parliament, were part of
a crowd of over 10,000 protesting the
European Directive ‘Port Package I1°.

The 13 dockers were convicted of
‘violence against the authorities during
an armed demonstration’, as had thrown
stones at police using teargas.

In a statement, the PTB said: “Nort
one of them came close to the European
Parliament. And it's clear — they were
arrested at random and convicred
arbitrarily in what is called an *accelerated
procedure’, Their lawyer was only able
to see the files for a few hours, How
could they defend someone properly?”

“The demonstration was the culmination
of a campaign to stop a directive which
would have seen scafarers and dockside

national savings plan.

The scheme, which s designed to
supplement the existing state pension,
originally proposed all companies and

staft be enrolled automancally.

T0 JAIL

shipping personnel carrying out loading
and unloading of goods. The move would
have undermined dockers’ rights and
impacted heavily on satewy standards.
The bill; which was the second to have
been introduced, was heavily defeated
just two days afrer the demonsrration.
Protests called by the European Federa-
tion of Transport Workers were backed
by strike action thar broughr ports across
Europe to a standsoll. Porrs closed in
France, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Germany
and Sweden. In Belgium 2,000 workers
struck in Antwerp, In the Netherlands,
Rotterdam and Amsterdam were on strike.
PTB have asked for support and have
already seen an action of community
solidarity launched by three unions.
Money collected will contribute to
the solidarity action initiated by FGTB,
CSC and CGSLB. You can pay directly
to the bank accounr 132-5049503-13
of the joint union front. When paying,

Rob Ray

mention ‘Solidarité Strashourg’.



Job cuts dee
Fears tha 2 series: bfmmnr Jjob losses
I!gz-_-L._s_l; hit workers ﬂaammmd
Rentokil come alongside recent walkouts
- over proposed ithe Department
of Work an :JL,-L,.:L";i;i s (DWP). |
. { he Cor mm“lt Tons 'Wmigm:s Union | CHINA: The ‘Grear Firewall of China’,
(C \ W) have s d that up to ‘a massive system of censorship cunt:mllmg
40,000 more jobs could go from Royal | access to the internet across the nation,
‘;-'___‘_1"!1 following massive cuts which | is to be bolstered after an agreement was
'!‘___,;_LNFJ taken place over the last | reached with online search giant Google.
' The company, which is attempting to

Tew v
IEJ.L“_.'L:TJ;II."#I ?'ﬁw Mail tries | claw back marker share in the srate, has
agreed to remove all reference to
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‘pan Baidu, which operates with a pre-
| the closure | programmed censorship system, currently
y 1 M_; ess ﬁ works faster than Google as it is not
""" rﬁaraugh t;he Chinese government’s
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Email ask-zagreb@ner.hr for more
information.

ITALY: Silvio Berlusconi has restricted
imports of abortion pills in the run-up
to the election in a sop to Catholic
fundamentalists. The move, designed to
cement his far-right coalition’s ‘family
values' agenda, comes alongside a vow
by the Prime Minister never to sanction
gay unions.

Mifepristone is used across Europe,
and blocks the hormone progesterone,
which is vital for continued pregnancy.

Berlusconi, who runs a near-monopoly
on the media in Italy, has been accused
by left-wing opponents of abusing this
control to appear almost nightly on
national television. On one appearance,
he vowed he would remain celibate
throughout the election campaign to
honour the Carholic ideal of chastity.

JAPAN: The Osaka Municipal Govern-
ment has been removing homeless
communities from two of its parks in
preparation for the World Rose Conven-
tion. Around a third of Japan’s 25,000

round the world

homeless are based in Osaka, and these
evictions are meering mass resistance,

Abour 100 people — some 17 homeless
people and their supporters — shouted as
the city government started dismantling
the tents in Utsubo Park at around 8am.
Two people from the homeless side
sustained Injuries in a struggle with the
officials ar Ursubo Park, where rents
were quickly removed. More than 750
city employees and 350 police have been
drafted in to remove the tents,

Many homeless people in Japan live
in stable tent communiries in the parks
of its larger cities (see picture). In Tokyo,
tent villages in Ueno park have an agree-
ment with the authorines thar they will
temporarily pack up and *hide” for major
events. However, Japan has increasingly
been attempring to remove its homeless
park communities from view permanently.

SWITZERLAND: The World Economic

Forum (WEF), a foundation consisting
of chief executives of the world’s richest
corporations, national political leaders,
and selected intellectuals and journalists,
met last week in the Swiss mountain
resort of Davos.

- The neo-liberal institution has been a
focal point of the extra-parliamentary
anti-capitalist movement in Switzerland
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threw paint bombs ar banks and artacked
several buildings with fireworks. 2 500
p::uph:‘. ook the streets 1n Basel A2 1nst
the WEF, imperialist wars, repression
and capitalism on 28th January.

:\fIEr I.—h.‘lrlg mntmidanon I recent
vears from the Swiss army 6,500
soldiers prorected the WEF, activists
decided to focus on a decentralised Day
of Action. Street-theatre, demonstrations.
Reclaim the Streets parries and paint
bomb artacks took place in a dozen

[OWTIS.

USA: George Bush Jnr has turned
against his former right-hand man and
top fundraiser Jack Abramoff. saying
the US Senate needed 1o find a wav 1o
eal with lobbyists ‘raking advantage of
the system’,

L

Abramoff, who has pleaded guilry on
charges of corrupt practice during his
time as a lobbyist on Capitol Hill, was
one of Bush’s top fundraisers during the
2004 presidential election campaign.
Abramoff pleaded guilty last month
to federal charges regarding schemes o
bribe public officials and defraud Indian
tribes who were his lobbying clients.
He has promised to co-operate in
investigations into his relationship with
various top-level senators, prompting

f' - the last fe years. A decentmhsed
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anu-WEF events in a CIG?E'I'.I towns with
hundreds of people participating in
creative and militant acrions.

Activities ranged from ‘Reclaim the
Streets’ to street theatre, demonstrations

and public meetings. Militant activists

| happening

house.

proposals for strnng measures to smp It

In a raster of the radical changes to

come, on a 379-50 vore, the Republican-

ed house changed its rules to ban access
by former members-turned-registered

obbyists to its chamber and gym.
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|| Federal Regulations (28 CFR Section

-

'0.85) as “unlawful use of force and
‘\ﬁﬁ!gﬁ@ggamsr PErsons or property to
intimidate or coerce a ‘government, the
civi '_'_'ilﬁﬁulﬂnpn, or any segment
,:L"ﬂ_g., _iflll:_themrtcc of political or
social objectives.”

ff"'ﬁ*'* ales, art a recent news conference,
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organisation. Those far:mg charges
include the fﬂ]luwmg.
e Daniel McGowan: environmental and
social justice activist from New York.
He has been an active member of the
community, working on diverse projects
such as the demonstrations against the
Republican Narional Cnnvenuo Really
Really Free Markets, and suppﬂmng
political prisoners such as Jeff ‘Free’
Luers and others. Daniel was a graduate
student earning a Master’s degree in
acupuncture and working at Women’s
:phe.re; | Law, a nonprofit group nhavlmlps women |
crime | | in domestic ahuse situari rate
l "‘“f“ y '-._.iﬁi?_'ﬁ 51 thc lqggl system

» Suzanne Savoie: environmental
activist who has been helping to organise
campaigns to stop the Bald Lick nmber
sale and prortect the Counderoy Mountain
roadless area on Oregon’s Black Moun-
tain. Her support group can be reached

‘via Erlendsafsuzannesavme@yahnu.cnm
 Kevin Tubbs: described as a uniquely
Eﬂﬂﬂﬁ, loving person who is uncommonly

| generous to friends and strangers alike.
See supportkevintubbs. org

» Joseph Dibee, Josephine Overaker
and Rebecca Rubin: are nor currently

n custody.

* Sarah Kendall | HEINBY‘ from Arizona,
she 1s currently out on bail. She has

' :ﬂqnm thar she receive no prisoner
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News

At the centre of it all

As another new social centre opens in London, a gathering is being

s the New Year starred, a new
occupation began at the former
School of Slavonic and Eastern
European Studies (SSEES) located at
21-22 Russell Square, London,

The building, which had been vacated
some months previously, was occupied
by students and non-students aiming to
creare free accommodartion.

The group say they have been unable
o gain property in any other way due
and are

ro speculative property prices,
refusing to fall inro a “debr trap exacer-
bated by the creeping privatisation of
education”.

The building includes a café (Tuesdays
to Thursdays from 12 noon to 3pm),
bar/gig space (look our for regular
benetit events), hacklab, infoshop, and
meeting rooms. Groups using the space
mclude: Bolivia Solidarity Campaign.
Campaign Against the Arms Trade,
Clandestine Insurgent Rebel Clown
Army, Feminist Film/Discussion/Action

group, No Borders, Solar Roofs Project,
Solidarity Collective, Urban Design

Collm:nve, and the Wamﬂﬁ. Add‘tci‘ﬁmlly

w'hn sedtsand s wi]Iing w parﬂmpate in
a reformarion of space, contesting that
space for the developmenr of collective
social and polirical needs.

Tim, from the Campaign against the
Arms Trade, said: *We see the social
centre as a unigue tool for education,
acnivism and the promotion of peace and
look forward to working with everyone
using 1t in the future.”

The occupation follows on from and
is inspired by previous occupations for

| —mum d-F' [

| \ Al h“ﬁw'ﬁi&ﬂmg, a”mﬂnber uf
R ih-é-h :"

planned for the fast-growing network

atield, sav the collective, Social Centre
Collective meetings are an Mondays at
21 Russell Square starting at 7pm, and
everyone is welcome to get involved.

The opening of the new social centre
coincides with a preliminary meeting of
social centre groups which rook place
in The Common Place in Leeds on the
29th January.

The turnout for the gathering, which
took the Common Place collective by
surprise, took in acrivists from past
centres like ex-Grand Banks, Institute
tor Autonomy, PAD, current spaces like
Kebele, LARC, Matilda, Basement.
Sumac, Chalkboard, Common Place.
Hanover Squares, 1-in-12 and groups
interesred in future iniiatives for Preston,
Liverpool and Newcastle.

One atrendee said: “No one was
expecting many people to come, especially
as It was a Sunday and the trains are so
shit! Some 60 people warched a monrage
of clips abour social centres and orher

auronomous spaces from across Furope
in the Common Place cinema. It was

0 haw
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nonplace began by explaining
wh they had put a call out to other
sncml centres. They said: “We were
putting on these films with the aim of
educating ourselves about whar we are
doimng burt realised thar there have been
a few artemprs ro create a nerwork and
we thought this would be a useful
contribution ro that end.”

Members of each social centre present
then gave brief presentations about the
background to and history of their
particular space. This was followed by
a wide-ranging discussion abour what
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everyone was trying to achieve, some of

He cr.mun_ued. “We want to wqu-,_ fwhafl:
we need is support networks when we
need ro work. We're an easy target to pay |
for an unjusr war. 've been :nnnnually
'-mumusmd and harrassed for my rwhmln'
| blowing”™.

It is hoped that around a million mple
wﬂlu lbe mmmed and sent out to work |

decided), a central website to incorporate
aspects of the existing social centre
internet programmes, and the upgrade of
an old email list to become a working
inter-centre contact point.

- » UPDATE: There was a launch event

the problems and shortfalls involyed and
in whar ways existing centres can work
together. The meeting proposed a series
of new initarives, including the setting
up of a full rwo-day gathering of social
centres for May/June (details to be
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drwers in the Iranian capital are fighting for survival against a
tal state clampdown, reports Rob Ray
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ny serious critique of the
Independent Working Class
Association ought to accept
thar the fundamental premise
of the IWCA is correct. The
lefr has, as they state,
abandoned the working
class, and any effective resistance to
capital can only be established on the
basis of rebuilding a militant current
within the working class.

Any other strategy will commence from
the position of isolation established by
the left, and repeart its mistakes. What
1§ necessary ts the re-forging of a current
of working class resistance, which takes
as its starting point — given the weakness
of the organised working class in the
workplace — a community-based politics
of, as the IWCA pur it, working class
rule in working class areas.

In putting this into practice the IWCA

have established themselves as credible
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the case
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mhtl.oﬂdnn organiser
a, this has been at considerable
persnnal cost — he was evicted from his
home as a result. Though when it comes
to addressing the issue of working class
crime and anti-social behaviour, the
good pracrice of the IWCA appears to
come undone.

A focus upon crime and anti-social
behaviour — if it 1s to lead to a rebuilding
of working class militancy and self-
identity — has to take into account a
number of factors. As the IWCA
acknowledge, any campaign based
around such issues has to distance itself
from what they call a “cultural witch-
hum: of wm:km§ class youth.™ Equally
hougl nha;to recognise within what
' '.Eh‘ar ﬁi-»hunms taking place.
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class which had mounted so effective a
challenge to capital in the 1960s and '70s,
then New |

Aabour represents stage two
of that strategy: the redisciplining of a
disorganised, fragmented working class.

None ol this figures anywhere in the
IWCA analysis of working class crime.,
Neither is there any effective analysis of
the root cause of crime within working
class communities. Anti-social behaviour
18 a direct product of the decline of
traditions of solidarity and resistance
within working class communities.

It is the consequence of aromisation
and fragmentation within our communi-
ties and as such it can only really be
addressed through the re-politicisarion
of those communities, Organising
COMMUNILY resistance ro Crime cannot
be an end initselt. For it to work it has
to be a means to the re-forging of

community self-organisation, around a
“recognition of wnrkmg class interests in
the widest sense.

There is no point in the sclf-m:gamsahﬂn
of working class communities to
address issues of anti-social behaviour
unless in the process what is also
addressed is:

* the need for working class political
independence;

« the political necessity of active solidarity
within working class communities - as

a means of survival for those communi-

ties in the face of artacks on rights to

benefits, social housing, working hours,

wages, health and education, etc.
Equally, whart has to be posed is the
question of what working class independ-
ence actually means. To provide an

'sueh issues as*-dr—ugsr, ﬂHtI*EMH‘
| behaviour, touting, benefits snoopers,

etc., have focused both on direct action | thﬂgg mﬂst myéfmd in street Gl’i'mﬂ- In

as a solution to working class
problems, and the illegitimacy of lﬁ&
state as a policing force within work
class communities.
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Crime and community

John Shute looks at leftist political group IWCA'’s relationship to
crime in the communities they serve
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Blackbird Leys, where the IWCA has enjoyed its most visible successes

the local drug trade, the low level war later conceded that there have been

of all against all within our communities | regular police raids on the property. Far
is what is supposed to result from Blair’s | from being based on an analysis of the
concerns abour anti-social behaviour. role of the police in relation to the
Meanwhile the media sells us chav wnrkmgaclass,. and a strategy for
Stereorypes to convinee us of our own rﬂfargmg community sﬁhdarlty in its

- ——

impotence. - : | own interests against both crime and
In relation to its focus on crime, the | the state, the IWCA. npprﬂ’ach‘imm [
IWCA has pursued occasionally very direet action into a mnan‘mafp ressing

the local state to act ~a reformist ¢ ei:

end that has nothing at all to do with

the realisation of “working class rule in |

|
|
ffective community anti-drugs !I
initiatives, such as pickets of dealer’s
“houses, pickets of arcas with a high

number ¢ of muggings and doorstepping

working class areas.” |
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Commentary

FREEDOM

Volume 67 Number 3

Anarchism

Anarclists work rowards a society of
mutual aid and voluntary co-operation,
We reject government, and all forms of
explomtavon and domination,

Freedom Press s an independent
anarchist publisher, founded in 1886.
Besides this newspaper, which comes
out every two weeks, we produce books

on ull aspects of anarchist theory and
practice — see our website for a full list.
In our bulding in East London we run
Britain’s biggest anarchist bookshop
and hast the Auronomy Club meering

room and the Freedom Hacklab open-
aceess IT space.
Qur aim is to explain anarchism
more widely and to show thar people
can work rogether and use direct action
to pracncally improve our lives and
bnild a betrer mrld |
Freedom's editors wish [0 present a
broad w-ﬂf anarchist thnught, and
is:&'ﬂi:h ﬂv: views. expressed in the
paper ﬂlﬁfa of the individual

contrib ﬂj_nm necmnly those

HEIIANE 'Ill'i 1'1I
F""""-""lv"] 1 :
- 'qi-i'"f'u
A1y i
i ..-'L"..H-.#-lr. ‘h

'| . I
1-.‘1:! 1 d I

L I
I

benign motives in the Middle East —

Objective
journalism at
its best

The organisation Media Lens (locared
at medialens.org) 1s dedicared o analysing
the media and showing how it defends
power. Basing itsell on Chomsky's
‘Propaganda Model" of how (and for
whom) the media works, its analysis
essentinl reading for all radicals.

To get a taste of it, we present this
exchange berween the orgamsation and
the BBC. Objectuing that its reporters
were simply repeanng US and UK
government claims of their monves as
objective fact, Media Lens emailed the
company. They pointed out thar one
reporter stared thar “US intervention in
the region ... is pushing its democracy
agenda, has creared a political space
that dissenters can occupy.” However,
“All this does not mean thar the
dreams that the Bush administration
has for the region are coming true,”

As Media Lens note, this “is the key

propaganda sentence: the United States
and Britain are driven by fundamentally
| by
"dreams’ of democracy, no less. Our

governments invade countries illegally,
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AN:wm'ught rﬂportﬂ; fﬂr txample, talkcd
of “Bush’s grand design of toppling a
dictator and forcing a democracy into
the heart of the Middle East.™ When
Media Lens challenged Newsnight
“editor to justify this as objective report-
mg,lhc replied: “I'don’t think it's right
to chuﬂenge the assumprion that [Bush]
-wants democracy in Iraq™! It gets worse.
The BBC's News at Ten reported that
_B\Iﬂhﬂh and American forces “came to

-1 Yaper .l\ nnd'[hmmqghts. Asked wherher she

mu!lu first place to bring democracy

sl b

gl{pgd by this factually untrue statement,
|‘| fhﬁ @G‘hiﬂimmz of l"ItWE HIEP[IECI d]ﬂt
the nmlyajs of the underlying

'\ morivation of the coalition is borne out
f by many qpeechﬁ and remarks made
by both Mr Bush and Mr Blair." So if
~our rulers say something, the BBC
‘,mn’idtr‘r it as rrue. Journalism at its
Need| ess to say, Media Lens pointed
out the obvious facts of the marter,

‘more easily. Usefully of course, the
impact of this switch-over will be
almost impossible to measure. It could
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thing has been a great success — as less

whan the old psder wa
UREte Lo
then
Mirsanel and poltioal frie ndship with Makhne.

5 Nisk

namely that it was “flatly false™, US
and UK rroops invaded Iraq to
disarming an “alleged ‘serious and
current threat' to the West from Iraq’s
weapons of mass destruction. Only
when this claim was revealed as an
indefensible fraud, did Blair and, later,
Bush begin emphasising ‘demaocracy
and human rights™.” This the BBC
simply presented “as truth arguments
made in ‘many speeches and remarks
made by borh Mr Bush and Mr Blair’.
Is it the job of objective, neutral BBC
iournalists ro take it as read thar onr
leaders are telling the truth? Isn’t that
the task of propagandisrs?”

Thar this war was not about regime
change has been placed in the Memory
Flole. It is a good job that Media Lens
1s there to remind us of the facrs,
particularly as the same nonsense is
now being peddled by the government
to justify an arrack on Iran and the
media 1s going along with .

lain Mackay

NHS mess

As a Suffolk lad, I've been handily
placed o wirness what’s going on in
one of the worst affected NHS crisis
counties.

Hundreds of beds are closing, along
with two entire hospitals and their
staff. Mental health centres are shutting
down, and care services for borh the

young and infirm are facing drastic
Cuts.,

'
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1r Steac .
community’ ideas, and a ‘refocusing of
resources that will transform health
care for decades to come’. Whar they
seem to mean, in amongst the glossy
drivel of their Big Book of Plans, is that
the PCTs are massively in debr so
they’re palming off as many sick people
as they get away with on an unwary
general public.

Some of the more interesting scams
include changing focus to *prevention
being better than cure’. In this scenario
more health professionals are sacked
or moved over to being teachers of
personal health provision to the county,

In theory, a more healthy county is
one which the NHS can deal with far

be said in five years’ time, as the
number of operations goes down in line
with a lack of surgeons, thar the whole

r if!!_FIl\ 'r'-‘rl'..l:l! 1.-I-1'1."|'|,"|_~|rlI F"IL'
dastroy both the old and the new
y i prison In 1911 that Pates

Stofr

Il war
which Ll

undoubtedly

iy of the Makhnovlists Is
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And by the ntme the numbers ar:
' tound UL, |lt_:-pril||l_\ the whole thimg
will have been moved over to the
private sector anyway, and it will
become just another bogeyman story 1o
tell abour how inefficient the national
health was,

Care in the community 15 a carch-all
for "u_“ui_‘f'.'_ll morc Hf '[I'w-,{' SCAIMS, Menrtal
health care in particular is going to be

sent back our so thar vou and | can

days but sans the nerworks of
community support which used to help
deal with 1t

We can hope that the poorer famihes
from which the mentally unhealthy are
inevitably mostly drawn are given
professional support instead, but as
one-ro-one carc 1s 'u’;l'nli"u' maorg
expensive than institutional care, that
seems an unlikely scenario.

This also seems to apply to the very
elderly and the severely disabled, rhe
mentally handicapped and rhe soon-to
die, 1f recent indicators are anything to
zo by,

But never fear, this damage will heal
itself apparently, thanks to the wonder
of the market. New Labour Al pmhinp:,
and have been for most of the past
decade, for a spangley new idea -
privatisation of services.

Funny that, less than two elecrions
ago, Gordon Brown was announcing a
massive injection of cash into a system
‘chronically ler down’ by the Tories.

It turns out, the real money
I':har went in was less than a third of

what he originally announced in the

commons, burt the expensive reforms
and upgrades he wanted have been
carried out anyway, all bur bankrupt-
ing many of our health groups. Now
he’s refusing ro bail them our, and is
calling for privatisation to ‘fix" the
problem.

Does anyone get the impression that
bad luck doesn’t just run in PCTs?

Rob Ray

State terrorism
in action

While the US bemoans the potential
terror threat of Iran, it kills 18 peaple
(including women and children) in a
(state) terrorist attack on Pakistan. It
justified this artack by saying ir was
aimed al Qaeda’s second in command,
Ayman al-Zawahiri (it initially,
wrongly, claimed 1o have killed him), If
Iran had done something similar we
can be sure of what the US response
would have been but because America
had done it, the murders are reported
matter-of-factly and not as the crime it
most surely was,

The US military tells us that most of
Its victims were terrorists. How it
knows thar is a mystery. What is true
15 that someone has taken a decision
to arrack a civihan area, knnw’in'g |
that innocent lives will be lost and that
these people were expendable in the
name of a greeamrgﬂnl Is that nor
why terronsm is denounced by our
rulers? Are not the people of Pakistan
terronsed just like people in London
after 7eh July? Which suggests that
the state does not object, in principle,

have the pleasure, just like the good old
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Torture

mp page 1

monitoring, to vahdate this promise.

I he memoranda are useless. each of
[h(’ <l [.{-JI'E.‘.IIIL‘I"”H'IHL“Li countries have
ratified the Convention Against Torrure
bur ignored it. This form of monitoring
Is also problemaric. Periodic monitoring

will not deny torturers opporruniry, and
isolared detainees have lirtle chance of
exposing their mistreatrment without
suttering consequent retaliation.

1'his course of action 1S IIWLTII'T]IT..IHH"‘[L
with internarional law. As a result, the
LUK and US have tried to defear a UN
resolution stating that diplomatic
assurances were not sufticient ro absolve
governments of their duty nor to send
suspects to countries where they are
likely to be tortured. In the European
Court of Human Rights, the UK stared
that this duty should be balanced against
security considerations and urged other

European governments to follow their
lead.

' media, free softwre

ﬂﬂapehmesslT

Quiz answers

l. The Okanagan Valley area of British
FDII.III'I'H;].-. Canada. Can’t find our where
It gor s name, sadly.

2. Cesar Milstein, aka El Pulpo, was 4
Jewish Argmtlnmn molecular biologist.
Fle attended an 1WA l.:nngrtss m Paris and
wits on the board of La Protesta in the

'50s. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in
1984,

10 ‘;ﬂc mentality or mmﬂhﬂ]ﬂ thar
~produces acts of terronsm, bur
o having a rival, R

Why state terrorism is not denounced
in the same manner AS nonsstate error-

sm 15 obvious —any act becomes good

‘3 meamlm Practice of ‘striking’ or

lowering their sails. thus prventing the
ships fmnmghmg to seq,

| 4. Burnbank Gﬂ.rﬂm Glzuigww It wax the

HQ of Guy Aldred’s Ann-Parlia mentary
Communist Federation
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his primer on anarcho-
syndicalism was published

when the anarcho-syndicalists

i Spain were at their most
powerful, in early 1938,
This gave Rocker, who was
well acquainted with the
theoretical side of anarcho-syndicalism,
as well as the international aspects the
chance to show how anarcho-syndicalism
gould be successtully put into practice.

The timig seemed pertect, but within
eighteen months the movement in Spain
had been destroyed, all its achievements
overturned by the victorious

Francoist torces and Europe stood on
the brink of the disastrous world war.

Yet the basic theory of anarcho-
syndicalism survived both these and
provided rhe inspiration after the war
to new generations of industrial and
other mulitants to the extent that the
movement, despite various ups and
downs, remains a force to be reckoned
with in many ¢ountries, albeit at only a
fraction of its former glory days.

The text 1s presented as part of AK
Press’s *“Working Classics’ series which
indicates that, whereas the basic ideas
discussed are still valid, it shouldn't be

seen as a conremporary propaganda
tool, which is not to say that it is
worthless either!

The ntroduction by Nicolas Walter is
from the Pluto Press edition of 1989
and gives the background to the writing
of the text together with some guidance
as to more recent works on the subject
and the epilogue is the one used by the
Modern Publishers Edition of Indore,
dated 1947.

The principal differences with the
1987 Phoenix Press edition 1s that it
lacks the introduction by Martyn
Everett and the first chaprer from
Rocker’s The London Years.

For a book designed as primarily
about anarcho-syndicalism, Rocker
spends rather a lot of ime on a basic
history, firstly of anarchist ideas and
then on the workers movement in
England, France and the rest of Europe.

His brief history of the working class
organisation and resistance ro capitalism
in the nineteenth century is well done
and highly informative, but it does tend
to unbalance the book as a whole as it
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For a book designed as primarily about anarcho-syndicalism, Rudolf
Rocker spends rather a lot of time on a basic history...

| become irrelevant while poverty and

leaves only about 50 pages to deal with
the ul*f-"[i:r['l*.'w, methods and evolution
of anarcho-syndicalism (the last being
global in 1ts coverage).

Consequently the coverage of how
the social revolution in Spain was
implemented 18 very schematic and
lacks the sort of detail that would make
tor a more convincing argument for the
anarcho-syndicalist approach. Now
partly this is because the book was put
rogether during the conflict itself, but
Rocker obviously had some detailed
knowledge of the collectives and how

they were organised,

[ suspect, for example, that Rocker
was tamiliar with the CNT-FAI volume:
Collectivisations: I'ouevre constructive
de la Revolution espagnole, the first
edition ot which came out in 1937 and
there may also be¢ more information in
Rocker’s own volume The Tragedy of
Spain published in the same year, but |
haven’t seen a copy of that. Diego Abad
de Sanullan's After the Revolution was
also published in 1937 and apparently
contains a very detailed description of
how he thought an anarcho-syndicalist
society could be organised. (Again a
ritle | haven’t seen, making it another

title due for a reprint!) It is also true
that he perhaps was aware that the
conditions were different in every
country and that what may have
worked in Spain may nor have worked
elsewhere so keprt the detail to a
minimum. Or perhaps he didn’t want
people to too closely identify anarcho-
syndicalism with the Spanish experience,
especially if, as it turned out, they ended
up on the losing ‘side’.

The book is very clear, however, on
the ractics that the workers’ movement
should adopt and what it should avoid.
Rocker is coruscating in his denunciation
of the purely political struggles of the
Socialists which claims had not advanced
the working class one iota in their struggle
for socialism. Instead he advocates such
forms of struggle as the strike, and in
particular the general strike (and not
just for purely economic gains bur also
as a weapon in social struggles), sabotage,
sit-down strikes, go-slows and so forth.
And at all times such struggles must
remain under the control of the workers
themselves and not be taken over by

somehow believing that class has -

destitution spiral,
Crucially, identity politics ar,td the
Driy l@nsﬂf oppressions are thorough!
Iﬂ' an ﬂmhﬂl' d&lﬂan ratin j- |
”.“t.&ﬂﬁ Pﬁ]l.ldlﬁiﬁl acterisa- |
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political parties for their particular
advantage,

The epilogue, written ten years later
in 1947, shows just how much damage
the end of the Spanish Civil war and the

waorld war had done to rhe libertarian
labour movement, yet despite that
Rocker remained upbeat as he realised
that whatever the immediate situation
was, as long as the capitalist class
controlled the economy, then the working
class would, of necessity, have to struggle
to maintain, let alone improve, its
standard living, its working conditions
and the quality of life of the whole
community.

And even amongst the ruins of a
devastated Europe there were the germs
of a resurgent libertarian movement,
albeit one which had suffered grievous
losses.

Anarcho-syndicalism awaits its
historian. There have been many partial
histories dealing with particular
countries over certain periods but there
hasn’t been a single volume history of
the whole movement at a global level.
Especially one that is both sym pathenc.
to the subject but also prepared to be
critical where needs be.

At the same time there need to be
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remains very much a minority movement

State.

of relative complacency and comfort,

with redundancy or enforced wage cuts.

over control of the entire economy and

above still prove extremely effective in
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here at least the many active anarcho-
syndicalist groups have been busy in
many countries, including Britain, where
the Solidarity Federation publishes the
excellent *zine Direct Action, the free-
sheet Catalyst and several excellent
pamphlets and leaflets.

Yer for all that anarcho-syndicalism

IN MOSt countries, srrugghng either to
get a foothold in a situation dominated |
by reformist trade unions or forced

underground by repressive forces of the

In the former case most workers seem
content to ler their trade union leaders
negotiate whatever benefits they can
from the boss class whilst they live a life

only stirring themselves when faced
In such situations anarcho-syndicalist

demands that the working class engage
in class warfare with the aim of raking

society fall mainly on deaf ears, although
the anarcho-syndicalist tactics mentioned

snm_e situations.
On the other hand in countries where
.evemrcfa:mm trade unions sﬂ:ﬂggle to
survive, anarcho-syndicalist |

each other’s effects  and tmeé%ﬁﬁ‘e .
| and excuse the other would be fatal.

- However, for several centuries @ﬁ;;
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Rudolt Rocker

methods and forms of struggle are ofren
the only ones open to workers, yet the
repression makes open propagandising
a1 hazardous occuparion and renders
any form of sustained organisational
presence problematic,

Anyway, is it worth gerting this edition
of Rocker’s book? If you already have
the Pluto Press edition then probably

| not, unless you want to give it to

somebody else. There's possibly enough
variation between the AK Press and the
Phoenix Press edition to make it
worthwhile if you have money to spare.
For first time buyers this is probably
the best one-volume introduction to
anarcho-syndicalism on the market, but
it is far from the last word.

At the very least a revised edition with
additional chapters bringing the story into
the 21st century together with an updated
reading list / bibliography would seem
desirable. However, we should thank
AK Press for making this title available

again in a very presentable edition.

[oppgl gty

(preface by Noam Chomsky,
lmmﬁm by uimmwalm.m
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A Sideways Look '

My daughter has recently started primary
school. 1es proving to be quite a change,

as we try to juggle her new week with
dismal things like having to wark tor a
living: She’s enjoying it ar the moment,
though given how much she proclamms
that things are “boring™ this may be a
honeymoon period.

One thing she has complained about
is having to walk there. It's about hifteen
minttes walk if you have the legs of a
four year old. Her complaints were put
in context the first time | ook her. We
passed parents and children getting the
bus. to go one stop. Unless a bus acrually
arrives within five minures of gerting (o
the bus stap, it takes longer. Her class
tubfl:ler told us that they have to start
the day with a fifteen minure warm-up
of exercises, as so many of the children
have been driven.

This brings me to another problem.
Cars = loads of them! Parked everywhere,
driving full-pelt ar che lollipop man,
:m the sign which flashes ‘30 mph
SLOW — CHILDREN" at them. And loads
of 4545 — ir’s like Jeremy Clarkson’s wer
dmm, all it needs is a dead cyclist and

| be happy.

}_..-ﬂ‘ k hﬁﬁnﬂlfand'pmnts have
TITt coL __'ff qbour the trathic

L '_ il L—dﬂ‘?m. So

[ L\-\'JT-LIHQ-I'-.
i 1'1,',|:| ] .

lack of exercise, car apalogists blame
poor dier. You know whar | blame?

Svartfrosk

Capialism.
Blast from

the Past

Taken from Freedom 13th February 1981,
entitled Letter from America 2: Visions of the
‘New Poor’;

In 1948 a 12 year-old girl was raped by
her step-father in a small village near the
rown of Lynchburg, Virginia.

Nine months later she had a ¢hild,
Suffering from mental collapse and
physical side effects from rhe whole
experience she was admitted ro the
Lynchburg Training School and Hospiral
for ‘treatment’. Unknown to her she
was sterilised.

Today she stands with others on a
Washmgron DC street in silent protest
against a system at work in the heartland
of Ronald Reagan’s power — the ‘new
sourh” — which allows people taken into
public institurions to be sterilised against
their wishes.

The Virginia Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) says there may be as many as
65,000 peaple in the USA who have
been sterihsed when in psychiatric care

— and they do not know it. The ACLU
uncovered a massive sterilisauon scheme
in rhat state only last spring, and it has
been | i operation since the 19405, Botl
men and women have been the victims
of the state sanctioned murilation process,
based on whar one Virginia offi ¢ial said
Was an attempt to “weed out ‘misfits,

| ke u e women or incorrigibles”.
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] It’s all above board, Pussycat !!
Execulive salaries are decided by

independendent remuneration panels,

T
I

I,

Il

|
"

.mnnlﬂllll\- H

compenting for talent in
a global marketplace.

Buitish execvtivesare
. -—|

J¢. direcvors of other companies S npt the mast taleated,

lntentan keeping salavies high. g ot the highest paié.

I

'l

il

bow sack alishe staff, cavsig

e firm o go belly wp.

Terefore. yov'ye cukitled 10
gelden handshake of millious ¥ =

[

| l
[

v~

I

Il

Vil

Illl|l

|

-

TR

umllilllllﬂml

Imagine if...

Sergeant Pepper was doing the rounds,
bur all seemed quiet. Outside the massive

HQ of the ruling BNP party, a small

group of hardened protesters were being

dragged away and having a relocation

order placed on them for their anti-social
behaviour, but that was par for the course.
One of them, who he knew vaguely as
Marty, shouted “It all started with the
defeat of the rehigious hate bill!”
Sergeant Pepper found his curiosity

piqued, and dragged the wild-eyed,

miscreant out of the crowd. Marty was

still screaming hysterically. “They should

until 18th February No Sweat/Zanon
speaker tour with actions, discussions,
film shows. alternative fashion events
and speakers including Jose Julian
Pununari from the occupled Zanon
factory in Argentina, for more details
see nosweat.org.uk

until 27th February Past Tense presents
an exhibition of radical maps-at the
vegan Pogo Cafe, 76 Clarence Road,
London ES

10th to 12th February Projectile festival
of anarchist film and culture in
Newcastle, see www.projectile.org

Many leaving payments include
compensanon for notice periods
and lump sums to pension funds.
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25th February Demo apainst monkey
laboratory, meet 12 noon at Carfax
Tower on the corner of Cornmarket
Street / Queen Street in Oxford. Conract
0845 330 7985, 07986 359012 or see
www.speakcampaigns.org.uk

4th March Seedy Sarurday communiry
seed swap at Edmund Kell Hall in
Southampron, from 10am to 2pm, first
event (possibly) of its kind in the area.
Contact 02380 643813 or email
seedysaturday@yahoo.co.uk

12th March The miners’ remembered,
mark their heroic struggle with a day of

11th to 12th February Camp for Climarte
Action planning meeting ar the Sumac 23-25 Wharf Street, Leeds, conract
| Centre, 24SGladst0ne Street, Nﬂtunghm .manyrmccmk@gmall .com for info.
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| Ever}'w ere) th!:} 7 |usr passed rhat
bill and banned all abusive or insulting
behaviour towards religion this would
never have happened'

“It gave the BNP free hand to be mean
‘about religion! People all over the world
suddenly became racist overnight
| because comedians...™ (Marty barked
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zines, anti-corporate arnuurlc ancl diy
publicarions at Basement Bookshop, 24
Lever Street, Manchester, for info email
manchesterzines@riseup.net

16th February Johnny Fluffypunk, Sir
Gideon Vein, with MC Den Levertt. from
8pm at The Inn on the Green, 3 Thorpe
Close, London W10, see newagenda.

Traa, derails o be confirmed.

2nd April “Unauthorised’” demo against
the occupanion of Irag to mark second
anniversary of the April 2004 siege of
Fallujah. meer 12 noon in Parliament
Square, London. A non-violent direct
action workshop and legal briefing will
take place in London on Ist April, see
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