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IN THE PAST there have been many attempts to
bridge the gap dividing organizing inside and out-
side of prison. While movements outside the prison
walls have the ability to experiment and flourish
those inside are left isolated and without support;
subject to the terrors of repression that those out
here rarely have to face.

In the last few years the anarchist movement
in the US has been forced to face that repression.
Operation Backfire focused on the earth liberation
movement, and sent many comrades to prison for
20 plus years. The offensives against the SHAC 7
and the RNC 8 resulted in more than one prison
term. Locally the Asheville 11 are facing several
cumulativeyears in jail.! Our lovers, comrades and
friends are increasingly facing the confinement of
prison walls. This is not the way we wanted anar-
chists in the US to remember the other 2.3 million
people behind bars, but it is the unfortunate reality.

What you hold in your hand is the first issue

I The SHAC 7 were six people charged with running a website that allegedly
coordinated and communicated hundreds of actions against Huntington Life
Sciences, a company engaged in brutal animal testing. The RNC 8 were 8 folks
charged with a variety of felonies relating to the coordination of anarchist activ-
ity during the 2008 Republican National Convention, where dozens of streets
were blocked, businesses were vandalized, and police were attacked. The Ashe-
ville IT are eleven people charged with a handful of felonies after a series of

businesses were attacked on May Ist in a gentrified area of downtown Asheville.
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INTRODUCTIONS

of a publication with the aim of bridging some of
those chasms. One of the functions of prison is to
isolate and separate: the guilty from the innocent,
the inside from the outside, the “political” prisoner
from the social “inmate.” This publication aims to
aid prisoners in communicating their opposition to
such isolation.

Proposals is a place for critical dialogue, a
place to share news and debate ideas and strategy.
To us this effort is an appendage of a larger body
of conflict and possibility. It is also an experiment,
one that may prove a lasting effort or transform
shortly into something else entirely. We believe
there is strength in the flexibility of experimenta-
tion, that movements become stronger through
such alchemy.

We should stress that while we find affinity
with prisoners’ struggles, we do not seek to fill the
role of “supporters” or “allies.” To us the prison is
not an abstraction but a real thing that has stolen
our family members, friends, and comrades, a loca-
tion we may find ourselves in one day. It is a threat
that haunts all we do like a storm on the horizon.
And the poverty of life under the prison roof does
not stop at the prison wall. Whether through polic-
ing or wage labor or even just apathy and isolation,
“prison” increasingly has come to define much of

meessssssssssss RESOURCES

&\ Support for Kids
690f Incarcerated Parents (SKIP)
T15-A South Walnut Circle
Greensboro, NC 27409

Provides in-school support groups for children
of incarcerated parents, where kids can talk
with others who have parents in prison, and
can form or strengthen a relationship with that
incarcerated parent through weekly letter-writ-

@:%9 Chapel Hill Prison Books Collective
Y/ 405 W. Frankiin St. Chapel Hil, NC 27516

The prison books collective sends thousands of
books of all kinds to prisoners by request, pub-
lishes prisoners’ writing, and maintains a large
collection of radical literature on topics ranging
from popular history, feminism, and black pow-
er to anarchist theory and writings by political
prisoners. Multiple copies can be requested for
study groups, etc.

Gg North Carolina Prisoner Legal Services
~ ) PO Box 25397 Raleigh, NC 27611

NCPLS is a private non-profit that helps North
Carolina prisoners litigate their cases post-
conviction, provides general information about
legal rights to prisoners. and helps prisoners
press civil suits under cases of abuse and rights
violations.

&\ National Lawyers’ Guild
"*3‘) 132 Nassau St,, Ste. 922
New York, NY 10038

A national organization of progressive and radi-
cal lawyers active around a wide range of issues
which affect prisoners. Their closest chapter
is in Birmingham. They publish an excellent
Jailhouse Lawyer handbook, which can be re-
quested for free from their national office at the
above address.

WRITE TO US

To be added to or removed from the
mailing list, or to submit materials for fu-

ture issues, write to us at: g
o

Proposals
PO Box 325
Chapel Hill,
27516

NC



got it on the weekend (which we never get in here).

My comrade F. and I had been asking the
pigs why we hadn’t received out coats like everyone
else. We were in a dilemma because it was our right
to exercise, but we didn’t have any coats to protect
us from the elements. Do we

2011 Year of the Rebellion

“United we stand, divided we fall” is not just

a phrase. It’s something we live by here in the Dan-
ger Zone. The movement is P.O.P. (Prisoners Over
Pigs). If one prisonerrides fora

go outside to exercise but risk If one prisoner I'ides fOI‘ cause, we back him. There will

getting sick, or do we refuse? a cause, we back hlm

For about three weeks we had

be no pig brutality without con-
sequences. When prisoners re-

been told there were no coats There Wlll be no plg alize who their oppressors are

in the warehouse in our size. brutallty WlthOUt conse-

Tired of the lies, we decided to

do something about it. When quences. Our solidar—
ity has produced results
we refused to come in. High-rank- CVCI'Y time and Wlll con-
ing guards came down and we told tlnue to dO SO.

it was time for inside exercise,
we went, but when it was over

them to suit up because we were

fed up. Comrade F. told them all about the coats we
were being deprived of. The guard who worked in
the warehouse came and talked to us, and when he
heard about our coat issue, he told us there were a
lot of coats in our size. The results? He personally
brought us five coats the next day.

and stop being victims of the
“divide and conquer” tactic,
things will get done. Our soli-
darity has produced results
every time and will continue
to do so. Even though there
are passive-minded pig sym-
pathizers here, the revolution-
ary spirit is stronger than that. As far as the Danger
Zone is concerned, 2011 is the year of the rebellion!

In Solidarity,
A

Bertie Cl
Windsor, NC
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everyday life in society. We have our own conflicts
and struggles out here, different though related to
yours on the inside, and therefore have our own
ideas and goals about how such struggles can move
forward. We seek a complete break with the car-
cereal form; we do not want the reform of prison
but rather the end of prison, in the broadest sense
possible. This publication will surely reflect those
desires, as it will reflect the goals and strategies of
the prisoners who write for it.

This publication is the outgrowth of a num-
ber of collective projects, actions, discussions, and
personal relationships on both sides of the prison
wall, and we hope it can serve to foster more rela-
tionships in the future. In that spirit we encourage
you to send writings for the next issue, to be print-
ed at the beginning of the month.

We are looking for editorials, communiques,
critiques and analyses. Report backs from study
groups and organizing initiatives, as well as per-
sonal accounts of life inside are welcome. Please
give us the group or name you wish pieces to be
published under. As an editorial body we will re-
spect everyone’s anonymity. Our hope is to create
an ongoing dialogue with those submitting works to
this publication. The editorial process will include

constructive critique on writing styles and content
with the intention of building our capacity to ar-
ticulate our desires. Because of the nature of this
publication, we as editors are reserving the right
to refuse to print material we find objectionable or
that would threaten the continuation of the project.
Please be wary of using terminology that prison of-
ficials and censors would deem to be “gang relat-
ed” or could be labeled as a “security threat group”
(STG). We can not return unused submissions, so
be careful about sending us originals of your work.
Our intention is to publish this as close to the first
of every month as possible. If your submission does
not appear in the following issue, it may still make
it in a later issue.

Many understand the prison to be a perma-
nent and inevitable feature of modern life. This pub-
lication is printed in the belief that the inevitable is
not inevitable, that the way things are will not last.
In that spirit, here is the first issue of Proposals.

Until every cage is empty,

Proposals Editing Crew
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GEORGIA PRISONERS
STAGE HISTORIC SIX-
DAY STRIKE

ON DECEMBER 9TH, thousands of pris-
oners in eleven different facilities across Georgia
began an unprecedented strike in a historic show-
down with the Georgia Department of Corrections.

Among many concerns expressed by inmates
were not being paid for their labor; being charged
excessive fees for basic medical treatments and
money transfers; language barriers suffered by
Latino inmates; arbitrary, harsh disciplinary prac-
tices; too few opportunities for education and self
improvement; and unjust parole denials.

The strike, in which prisoners refused to
leave their cells to go to work, lasted 6 days. On
Wednesday December 14th, prisoners chose to
the end their pro-
test on their own
terms, in order to
communicate, re- -
group, and have
access to facilities
like law libraries.

The protest
was unprecedent-
ed in at least three
ways: it was orga-
nized by mobile
phones that were
smuggled into the
prisons, it reached
across numerous
facilities, and it has united prisoners across ethnic
and religious lines in an environment where racial-
ly-based gangs often fight each other.

Prisoners began planning the strike at the
end of the summer, when prison authorities cut the
cigarette supply. For the past three months, they
have organized largely by word of mouth and text
messages.

“They have set aside their differences,” said
Elaine Brown, a former Black Panther leader and
adviser to the prisoners, whose 27-year-old adopted
son is incarcerated at Macon State prison.

“You have blacks, Mexicans, whites, Mus-
lims, Christians, Rastafarians, you name it. They
are all united and they are conscious that they are
united around their common interests.”

i ET

The strike was total in affected prisons, Ms.
Brown said. “If you’re at Macon or Smith or Hayes,
you’re participating in the strike. It’s not five peo-
ple. This isn’t rabble-rousing. It’s a universal, uni-
fied effort on the part of men who have been treated
like slaves, whether they are black, white or Lati-
no.”

Family and comrades organized solidarity
demonstrations outside of prisons and jails around
the country. One such protest occurred at Raleigh’s
Central Prison on December 17th, with anarchists
and anti-prison activists banging loudly on drums
and holding up banners that read, “Solidarity with
All Prison Rebels” and “Free All Prisoners.”

Prison officials responded to the strike by

cutting off prisoners’ heat and water, beating sup-
posed “leaders,” and putting many of the affected
facilities on lockdown. According to witnesses,
one prisoner targeted for his participation in the
strike was dragged from his cell in handcuffs and
leg irons, removed to
the prison gym and
% - . beaten unconscious.
' On January 6th the
Concerned Coalition
to Respect Prisoners’
Rights held a press
conference to draw
attention to these
acts of repression.
Ed Dubose, the presi-
dent of the NAACP
of Georgia, declared
to media present,
“Some inmates have
been targeted and
others have simply disappeared. We are urging the
Department of Corrections and Governor-Elect Na-
than Deal to act now to halt these unjust practices
and treat these men like human beings.”

Though appeals to politicians have done lit-
tle, the repression has not ended prisoners’ orga-
nizing or weakened their resolve. After choosing to
end their strike, several prisoners warned officials
that their struggle was not over. One prisoner in-
terviewed by the press, who identified himself as
Mike, said, “We let them know if they didn’t meet
the requests, the next time it would be pretty bad
and it was not going to be inmate on inmate; it
would be inmate on administration.”

THE FRUITS OF UNITY:
NEWSFROM THE FRONT
AT BERTIE C]

“UNITED WE STAND, divided we fall” is
a phrase that is constantly used but rarely under-
stood. Here at Bertie Correctional Institution in
Windsor, NC, on the Gray Unit in D-Block (a.k.a.
“Danger Zone”), we understand that phrase and
we put it into practice. Let me note, I'm not talking
about the few passive cowards that happen to be
dwelling here. They are submissive and are being
good little slaves, or rather, “inmates.” These de-
spicable individuals are willing to be deprived of
rights, disrespected and violated just so they can
go to I-Con. They even sympathize with the pigs.
Enough on them. The following are situations of
unity and the fruit they produced.

Blood in the Cell

There’s a brother that lives in the Danger
Zone named S. He has an unknown medical condi-
tion that causes him to cough and throw up blood.
The medical staff

« mis ity s - WWhen other brothers real-

competent to say the

s, mrior o mis jzed the severity of the situ-

incident, S. had in-

to call a code and get the brother some medical at-
tention. When other brothers realized the severity
of the situation, we all began to kick and beat on
our cell doors. The results? A code was called and
medical personnel rushed down here, along with
administrative officials, and S. was taken to get
checked out.

Freezing in the Yard

The Department of Cowards (DOC)/Division
of Pigs (DOP) Policy says that we’re not to be taken
outside for exercise—which is a constitutionally
protected right—in certain temperatures and con-
ditions. Since no prisoner challenged it in times
past, the policy was never followed. Recently, sev-
eral brothers from A-Bloc went outside and, realiz-
ing they weren’t supposed to have been out there in
those conditions in the first place (26 degrees with
snow falling), they refused to come in until they
could speak with a guard who was higher up. The
result? Policy is enforced now. Thirty degrees and
below and it’s inside exercise. Also, during the win-
ter, there’s now two days inside, 3 days outside. It
alternates week by week.

The brothers in the Danger Zone who re-
fused outside ex-
ercise due to the
temperature, upon
hearing about the
policy being vio-

formed and showed ation’ we a_]l began to kiCk lated, wanted their

evidence to a guard

mat ne naa veen a1 beat on our cell doors.

exercise. This one
brother in particu-

coughing up blood lar named R. had
and that he needed I l)e I'esultS? A COde WaS spoken with the

guard,

a medical emergen- higher-u
ey 1o ve canca . called and S. was taken to ana wes wia ne

He was told to fill

out a sick call form, g et CheCked Out.

which could take up

to a week to be seen by a nurse or even longer by a
physician’s assistant, and was told that whenever
the nurse came around to pass out medication he
could have his concerns addressed. A week later,
S. told a brother beside him to call the guards be-
cause they weren’t answering the emergency call
button and he was throwing up blood.

A guard finally came in to see what was the
problem. This brain dead motherfucker was asking
S. what was wrong while looking at him lying on
the floor in blood! I got pissed off and told the guard

could get his inside
exercise even if he
refused outside ex-
ercise. The lazy “bottom pigs” contradicted this. So
R. told them to strap and put on their “turtle suit”
(the pads and other armor they put on when they go
in prisoners’ cells). They thought they were just go-
ing to have him to deal with until the revolutionary-
minded made it clear that if they jumped on him,
they would jump on us; all of us. It wasn’t an idle
threat. The two comrades who were already in the
inside exercise cages also refused to come out until
R. was allowed to get his inside exercise. The re-
sult? Not only did R. get his inside exercise, we also
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LUCASVILLE REBELS
HUNGER STRIKE ENDS
INVICTORY

“SO MUCH ENERGY coming is from all over.
I'm just trying to hang on and ride the wave,” wrote
political prisoner Bomani Shakur on Jan. 6, the
third day of his hunger strike at Ohio State Peniten-
tiary. Convicted as Keith LaMar, Bomani and two
other death-sentenced prisoners started refusing
food on January 3 to demand better treatment.

The other two hunger strikers were Siddique
Abdullah Hasan and Jason Robb, both prisoner ne-
gotiators during the 1993 prisoner rebellion at the
prison in Lucasville, Ohio. For their participatory
role in the Lucasville rebellion, they received not
only the death penalty, but the equivalent of more
than 12 years of confine-

tured. And, yes, I'm aware that the word ‘tortured’
is a strong word to use, but I know of no other word
that more adequately describes what we have been
through. We have been put through hell.”

He also stated his demands in a Jan. 3 let-
ter on Facebook to OSP warden David Bobby: “1.
Full recreation privileges. 2. Full commissary privi-
leges. 3. Full access to Access SecurePac catalog.
4. Semi-contact visits. 5. Access to computer data-
base so that I can assist in the furtherance of my
appeals.”

Desire for justice for the hunger strikers is so
widespread that emails within the Lucasville Upris-
ing Freedom Network have been posted as articles
on many websites, including many sites of the An-
archist Black Cross Federation. An “Open Letter”
of support had already gained over 1200 signatures
in less than a week.

“The response has been overwhelming. I
have gotten calls and emails from Detroit, Colum-

bus and Philadelphia

: “ » TS B4 -
ment in the “hole” — soli- I th h d about bringing car-
tary confinement stripped m aware at t e Wor loads of people to the

leges.

X .. ¢ 9 .
f d t - rally, and calls from
of even rudimentary privi tortured 1S a strong Ios Angolos. Demver

Robb h int- and Washington, D.C.,
ed out :hat otk?:r CI;(;);::lh- Word tO use7 but I kl’lOW wanting to help,” ex-
row prisoners have been Of no Other WOI'd that claimed Sharon Da-

transferred out of the su-

nann, organizer with

permax prison or have more adequately de_ the Lucasville Upris-

had their security level re-

ing Freedom Network.

laxed. Along with Namir Scribes What We have “Ohio Prison Watch

Abdul Mateen (James

and Prison Watch In-

Were), these men are the been through. We have ternational were post-

only four prisoners who

ing information as fast

them, and the woman 1

have been kept relentless- been put thrOugh heu. ” as I could provide it to

ly on OSP’s highest secu-
rity level.

Prisoners whose death sentences were for
heinous crimes are able to win privileges based
on good behavior, but not the death-sentenced Lu-
casville uprising prisoners. The men’s dispropor-
tionately brutal treatment demonstrates the fear
of prison officials towards the rebellious and orga-
nized prisoner.

Bomani also expressed his reasons for pro-
testing the conditions of his confinement in a
message of poetic eloquence, stating, “We have
undergone penalty on top of penalty, kept from
fully participating in our appeals, from touching
our friends and families, denied adequate medical
treatment, and so many other things that are too
numerous to name. In a word, we have been tor-

was working with was
in Europe. Updates are going out by Twitter. It feels
like a new era in organizing.”

On January 15th. the birthday of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., a large protest was held outside of
the Ohio State Penitentiary.

The very next day, prison officials agreed
to meet virtually all of the demands set out by the
prisoners, and the men decided to end their strike.
The full details of the agreement have not yet been
released, but the hunger strikers and supporters
alike are celebrating it as a victory.

Wrote one supporter after recieving the
news, “We need to take some of this energy that
was created around the hunger strike to help these
men fight for their lives.”
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THE REALITY OF THE
CAGE 10 YEARS OF RE-
PRESSION AND REBEL-
LIONIN THE USA

ANARCHIST COMMUNITIES are no
strangers to repression and imprisonment.
Along with hundreds of years of struggle against
oppressionand domination,thereisanequal history
of police brutality, torture and prison. Unfortunately
the nature of the anarchist subculture today does
not allow it to necessarily remember this history.
‘Generationally’ speaking, anarchists tend to work
in ten-year spurts with groups all too often failing
to pass vital information on to the next generation.
In an attempt to rectify that situation, to
explore what affinities may exist between anarchists
on the outside and prisoners on the inside, and to
give a background on the inspiration behind this
publication, we present this broad overview of
state repression against anarchist or anarchist-
affiliated movements in the US in the past ten
years. For governments and revolutionaries alike,
to be anarchist has always meant to be criminal
in some inherent sense. Since our highly visible
reemergence on the political scene of the 21st
century in particular, the state has made increased
use of proactive surveillance and conspiracy
chargesto criminalize notjust rebellious activity but
our very identities and associations as anarchists.

A Brief Overview

Though anarchists were highly involved in
the massive disruption of economic trade talks in
Seattle, 1999, as well a series of later anti-capitalist
demonstrations that both popularized anarchist
organizational forms and saw thousands of people
participating in blockades, street-fighting, and
property destruction, few of these demonstrations
resulted in serious charges or significant prison
time. Outside of the arrest and conviction of Rob
Los Ricos, who was sentenced to seven years for
throwing projectiles at police in a riot in Oregon,
police had little success in sticking heavy charges
on this generation of militants.

Aside from  this “anti-globalization”
movement, there have been several cases over the
last decade that have stood out amongst the many
charges filed against anarchists and other anti-
authoritarians. The “SHAC 7,” six individuals and
an organization (“Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty
USA”) indicted in New Jersey on charges of animal
enterprise terrorism under the “Animal Enterprise

Protection Act”(AETA) on May 26, 2004, were one
of those cases.

More or less targeted for running a website
advocating direct action in defense of animal life,
the SHAC 7 were convicted on March 2, 2006. Their
conviction probably emboldened law enforcement
agencies to utilize conspiracy charges to target
radicals nationwide, especially in cases in which
simple criminal charges could not be pressed
convincingly or did not appear to offer enough of
a deterrent.

Just before the SHAC 7 were convicted, a
massive crackdown dubbed “Operation Backfire”
occurred, targeting eco-defense activists. The
major events in that case occurred in December
of 2005 and January 2006. With assistance from
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and
Explosives (ATF), the FBI indicted six women
and seven men on a total of 65 charges, including
arson, conspiracy, use of destructive devices, and
destruction of an energy facility. Currently several
of the indicted sit in jail cells around this country.
Labeled “terrorists” |
and put in extremely
restrictive
these
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and anarchist Marie Mason. In March 2008, Marie
Mason, Frank Ambrose, and two others were
arrested and charged with conspiracy to commit
arson; Mason and Ambrose faced additional
charges related to acts of property destruction
that occurred in 1999 and 2000. It came out that
Ambrose, Mason’s ex-husband, had been assisting
the FBI extensively in investigating environmental
organizing since 2007; despite this, his plea bargain
resulted in a nine year sentence, two years more
than the prosecutor had requested. The other two
defendants also negotiated cooperating deals with
the Justice Department, agreeing to help in the
investigation of Mason. Mason was threatened
with a life sentence before accepting a plea bargain
in September 2008, in which she also admitted
involvement in 12 other acts totaling more than $2.5
million of property damage. Mason was sentenced
on February 5, 2009 in federal court in Lansing,
Michigan. She received almost 22 years, the longest

sentence of any Operation Backfire conviction.
In what became one of the most publicized
support campaigns of

] — the last decade, as well
prisons, - he State has always de as the first use of crimi-

individuals f . d d f 1 _ nal charges under the
refused to cooperate 1ne uS as e aCtO Crlml 2002 Minnesota version

with authorities and

wmiven o menr <o N1als; we can only hope to %

defendants.
other

Many

conspirators were

of the Federal Patriot
Ramsey County

prosecutors charged

indicted co- find affinity With aS many eight alleged organiz-

ers of anarchist protests

also named, but Others aS pOSSible Who alSO against the 2008 Repub-

unlike their former

lican National Conven-

comrades and face this reality’ to bridge tion with Conspiracy to

friends, accepted

Riot in Furtherance of

plea deals in return h f — Terrorism. The RNC 8
for informing to the t e gaps O Communlca faced up to seven and

government.

Continued fall tion, Culture and deSire.

out from Operation

Backfire saw the January 2006 arrest of three
more individuals in January 2006. Eric McDavid,
Zachary Jenson, and Lauren Weiner were arrested
in Auburn, California for conspiring to damage
facilities “by explosive or fire.” Jenson and
Weiner took cooperating plea bargains, selling
out McDavid, who was convicted on all counts
September 27, 2007 and was sentenced in May 2008
to nearly 20 years in prison.

The McDavid case is notable because of the
role of a paid informant, “Anna,” who essentially
entrapped the defendants by utilizing money and
flirtation to lure them into discussions about illegal
activity. This type of entrapment will be used against
radical communities for generations to come.

Another result of FBI infiltration and
informants was the case of environmental activist

a half years in prison
under the terrorism en-
hancement associated
with the charge, which allows for a 50% increase
in the maximum penalty. They later received more
charges—conspiracy to commit property damage,
conspiracy to commit property damage in further-
ance of terrorism, and conspiracy to riot.

In early April 2009, after many months of
letter-writing, protests, and public harassment of
politicians and prosecutors involved in the case,
the terrorism enhancement charges were dropped.
Then, just several weeks before the trial was set to
begin, the prosecution dropped charges entirely on
three of the defendants. Another defendant pled
to a gross misdemeanor and received a 91 day jail
sentence, and the final three plead to gross misde-
meanors and received probation and fines.

Locally, anarchists have been hit with a slue
of conspiracy and conspiracy related charges. Elev-

en people were arrested on May 1, 2010 in Ashe-
ville, NC, accused of doing $20,000 worth of dam-
age to businesses in a highly gentrified tourist area
of downtown. Each was charged with 3 felonies (fel-
ony riot, felony conspiracy to riot, felony damage
to property) and 10 misdemeanors. Initially set at
$10,000, bail was ratcheted up to $65,000 apiece as
the authorities implemented anti-anarchist scare
tactics in the media and court system. Their trial
dates have yet to be set, but will more than likely
happen this spring.

What the Future Holds

These are only a few of the many hundreds
of arrests, cases and trials faced by US anarchists
over these past ten years. The use of conspiracy and
racketeering charges in general, and the cases of
the SHAC 7, RNC 8, and Asheville 11 in particular,
demonstrate the state’s expansion from seeking to
arrest those allegedly guilty of a specific activity (as-
saulting the police, liberating an arrested comrade,
sabotaging property, etc.) to criminalizing our very
associations with each other.

One could interpret this expansion as
prompted by government agencies’ generally clum-
sy inability to understand and weaken the horizon-
tal and “leaderless” organizational structures used
by anarchists: if the organization cannot be broken
down piece by piece, why not vaguely criminalize
such associations altogether? Of course, this strat-
egy is only made possible by a general expansion
of the state into everday life, itself a result of the
retreat of non-anarchist social movements and the
Left from any kind of radical or revolutionary activ-
ity.

Regardless of the specific logic of the mo-
ment underlying this criminalization, these cases
have forced a new generation of anarchists and
rebels to face the reality of prison head on. Despite
the obvious drawbacks of having friends and com-
rades stolen from our communities for years at a
time, this repression has also had its benefits, dem-
onstrated both with attempts to increase the inter-
generational dialogue with those still held in the
American gulags, as well as in the growing com-
mitment of some anarchists in engaging with and
enabling broader rebellion behind prison walls.

The state has always defined us as de facto
criminals; we can only hope to find affinity with as
many others as possible who also face this reality,
to bridge the gaps of communication, culture and
desire. We may feel this affinity in many different
ways and our approaches may be vastly different,
but our resolve must be total. The nature of our
lives and the structures we live under force us to
realize prison, and to respond to it in kind.
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