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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
CAPITALIS
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FRoOM THE EARLIEST CI1TY-STATES, THE
FORCES oF EMPIRE HAVE MARCHED To oy
Take LAND + RESOURCES AND To | I
IMPOSE THEIR SYSTEM oF CoNTRoOL.

THis CoromMIZATION oF LANDS AND PEOPLE

’ rv‘.‘,'\’k
;Ei; BROUGHT THE CITY-STATES INTo CoNFLICT

WwIiTH TRIBAL MNATIONS., THE RomAN EMPIRE
CoLoNIZED MOST oF WESTERN EUROPE AND
| 0OccuPIED SeME REGIONS FoR H-5 CeENTURIES,




THESE Twa WAYS OF LIFE—- URBAN AND
TRIBAL - WERE OPPOSED To oNE AnoTHER
BY THEIR VERY NATURE. LiviLizAaTioN

In FACT REQUIRED ExXPANSION DVE TO

RESOURCE DEPLETION + OVER-POPULATION.
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TRIBAL SOCiETY LI'VED m AccoRp wrm THE
NATURAL WORLD, ORGAMZED IN AuToNOMQUS
+ DECENTRALIZED VILLAGES, THE EARTH wWAS
REGARDED AS A MOTHER, AnD womMEN HAD
IMPORTANT SoclAL ROLES ...

CiviLIZATION SAw THE EARTH AS SoMETHING
To CONQUER + ExXPLOIT. |T WAS ORGANIZED
iIN A PYRAMID oF PowER, wiTH THE ELITE
AT THE ToP. WOMEN WERE LIMTLE MoRE
THAN SLAVES IN A PATRIARCHAL SoclETY.

RoemaAanN wWAY oOF LIFE.,
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CORRUPT WARLORDS, OFTEN IN
ALLIANCE WITH THE RoMANS,
SUCCEERER (N TulR~NMING THE
TRIBAL PEoPLES INTO
PEASANTS, FoRcgED TO
EFARM THE LAND...

UNPER RomaAanN OcCuPATION, LARGE REGIoONS oF TRIBAL
PEOPLES WERE INCREASINGLY ASSIMILATED To THE
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BY THE 5™ (LENTURY
THE RoMAN E MPIRE

HAD CoLLAPSED...

AT THIS TiIME, AssimILATED TRIBAL CHIEFS
ROSE To ESTABLISH THEIR OownN KINGDOMS,
LEADING To A LonG PERIOD oF WAR AND
PowER STRUGGLES UN~NDER FEuDALISM,
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UNPER THE CHUREH, THE LAST
REMNANTS OF TRIBAL CULTURE
WERE DESTROYED, puRinG THE
HoLY INQUISITION, MILLIONS oF
WOMEN WERE KILLED FoR

BEING WITCHES + PAGANS.

oNLY REVIVED wiTH -THE
INVASION OoF THE AMERICAS,
BEGINNING 1N 1492 wiTtH THE
VoYAGE oF CotuMBus To THE §
CARIBBEAN REGIoN.
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UNDER THE FEUDAL SYSTEM, FORMER TRIBAL
PEQPLES WERE ENSLAVED As SERFS- PEASANTS
FORCED To WORK THE LAND FoR THE ARISToCRACY.
OVER TIME, AS RESouRtES WERE DEPLETED AND
A3 POPULATIONS OGREW, EUROPE SUFFERED
WIDESPREAD POVERTY, DISEASE EPIDEMICS, A~D
OVERALL $ociAL DECLINE AND DECAY..,
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THE CHURCH wAs

ITAL

IN MAINTAINMING THE S
FEUDAL SYSTEM. A REIGN |.-

OF TERROR WAS IMPosED: |o*
THE ‘HoLY INQuISITION.'
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THE INVASION ©OF THE AMERICAS oUGHT NEW

RESOURCES TO EUROGPE + CREATED NEw MARKETS.

MiLLIoNS oF AFRICANS WERE IMPORTED As

SLAVES FaR MINES, RANCHES, AND PLAN =

TATIONS.
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THIS INFu3ton OF
HAD A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
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~N EUROPEAN STATES...

\

I

.@wmﬁ

. R
EVENTUALLY LEADING To THE INDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION WiTH MACHINES + FACTORIES.
PEASANTS WERE FoRCED OFF THE LaAND
| To woRK v NEW URBAN FACTORIES.
REVOLTS PREQUIRED moRE + MaRg
STATE ConTROL To PREVENT yNREST, 4

YT ry

[T L) L} [

b

THE CAPITALISTS SoucHT FREE HA
MARKETS + ComPETITION UNRESTRICT-[N\
ED BY FEUD ALISM,; WHICH conTRoLLED |
ALL LAND AND TRADE. TENSION
BETWEEN CAPITALISTS + FEuDAL
RuLE NcREASED...
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Lor——1A New cLAss oF TRADERS + MERCHANTS |«
LN EMERGED WHO CHALLENGED THE FEu- |
© |¢ |oa. sSYsTEM, THESE WERE THE LAPI- =
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IN 17789 THE FRENCH REvOLUTION
OVERTHREW THE MoONARCHY ANP
ESTABLISHED A REPUBLIL - THE STATE
MNow BELAME AN INSTRUMENT FoR
CAPITALIST ExXPANSION + CONTROL.,




|zeTrER woerRWING CONDITIONS

AlonG WITH A NEW CAPITALIST
CcLASS, A NEwW CLAsS ©OF
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS wAS
CREATED, ToiLING N THE
EACTORIES, THESE WOR KERS
erRGAMIZED + CHALLEMNGED THE

CAPITALISTS. SOME SouGHT

+ PoutTicaL PowER (THE SociAL
DEMOCRATS); SoME SOUGHT
WORKER CoNTRoL ©F THE
STATE (CommunISTS) ; OTHERS
PROMOTED THE DESTRucCTION
+ OVERTHROwW oF BoTH
CAPITALISM + THE STATE
(THE ANARLHISTS), ..
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BY THE LATE 1800s

|pPLANES, MACHINE GUNS,

MosT ©oF THE wWORLD
wAS ConNTROLLED B8Y
EtTHER EUROPEAN
STATES oR THE U.5-
THE STRUGGLE FoR
GLoBAL POWER REACHED
ITs PEAK wiTH THE
OUTBREAK OF WORLD
wWAR 1, THE FIRsT
MATOR INDUSTRIAL
wAR wiTH TANKS,

AanD TRENeH WARFARE. |2
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MucH 6F WESTERN EUROPE wAS DEVASTATED
BY THE wAR, wiITH SemE 28 MiLLoN PEOPLE
oYinG, THE U.S, WHitH Saw ~Ne ComBAT oN
ITS ownN TERRITORY, EMERGED FRom WW1 N
A FAR STRONGER PosiTioNn THAN ITS EUROP-

EAN Co M.PeﬂTOES. e
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EURGPE, oN THE OTHER HAND, SAw RENEWED
SociAL CoONFLICT, wiITH A NEAR- REVoOLUTION
1N GERMARNY. IN RUSSIA, SOLDIERS + SAILORS

ORGCANIZED SOVIETS (CounNCILS) AlLonNG wWITH

WORKERS. THEY SUcCEEDED IN OVERTHRoWING
THE TSAR + ESTABLISHING STATE-CoNTRoOLLED
Commupism, THE 1917 RussiAn REvoLuTioN
TERRIFIED THE CAPITALIST RuLLING CLASSES,
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IN 1929, THE STock MARKETS COLLAPSED,
CAUSING A GLOBAL EConOoMIE CRISIS.
MILLIONS LOST THEIR SAVINGS + THEIR TOBS,
IARMIES oF UNEMPLOYED PooR PEoPLE
APPEARED + SoclAL CONFLICT I1WCREASED...
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SUFFERED POVERTY

STATE WAS
MNAZ| PART
2

GCERMANY, FORCED To PAY ForR THE €asTs OF wwdil, ALREADY

CONDITIONS WORSE. THREATENED BY INSURRECTION, A FASCIST
IMPOSED UNDER THE CoNTRoL of HITLER AND HIS
Y. GERmMANY BEGAN To REARM + TAKE
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DURING THE 1920s, THE DEPRESSION MADE

INCREASINGLY
EXPANSIONIST ACTIONS, BY 1939, THE SECOND
WORLD WAR HAD BECUN. IT ENDED IN
1995 AFTER MASSIVE DESTRUCTION. ..o )
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EVROPEAN STATES
WEAKENED BY wAR, ManNY
COUNTRIES BEGAN ANTI—
COLONIAL REVOLUTIONS .,
AIDED BY EITHER THE U.S.
OR 3SOVIET UNION...

AS In wWwl, THE U.3. AGAIN EMERGEDL MORE
POwWERFUL, Now CHALLENGED onNLY BY A
GREATLY EXPANDED SOVIET UNION.

VIETNAM, ALGER|A, KENYA, MALAYA, + MANY
OTHERS SAw WIDESPREAD ARMED REVOLTS,
wITH MANY ACHIEVING (NDEPENDENCE. BoTH
THE U,5. + SOVIETS USED THESE STRUGGLES AS
PRoXY WARS DURING THE 'QoLD WAR'

A NEW WoRLD
ORD ER!

IN 1989, THE SOVIET uMNION COLLAPSED DUE To A
CONVERGENCE o©OF ECONOMIC, ECoLoGiIcAL, PoLITICAL

MILITARY, * SoclAL CRISES, WITH THE DEMISE oF
THE oNLY CoMPETING GLoBAL PowWER, THE L. S.
BEGAN To OCcupPY THE OIL-RICH PERSIAN GULF,
STARTING wiTH THE ATTACK ON IRAG IN 1990/9t.




THE CAPITALIST WEST HAD ‘TRIUMPHED'
OVER ITs MAn IDEcLOBGICAL RivalL - THE
COMMUENIST BLOL. CAPITALISM HAD WOWN, .,

CELEBRATE [T
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THIS TRIUMPHALISM CONTINUED INTO 1992
wiTH CELEBRATIONS Of 500 YEARS SINCE THE
INVASION oF THE AMERICAS,,,
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BuT 1T wASN'T ALL BADp., IN CANADA, THE
'OKA CRISIS' SAW ARMED MoHAwWK WARRIORS
RESIST THE PoLICE + ARMY IN A TT-DAY
STANDGOEFE THAT INSPIRED NATIVES ACROSS

THE LAND. DURING THE SUMMER oF 1990,
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| 1N ECUADOR THAT SAME YEAR, NATIVES
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FIGHTING FOR THEIR LAND SHUT DowN THE
OounNTRY WITH BLOCKADES OF HIGHWAYS, B
ROADS + RAILWAYS, PARALYZING THE
ECONOMY... .
of Pl e g ° el s s -t
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N 19
tAL ALLIES CoNFRONTED CorumBUS PAY
CELEBRATIONS ACROSS THE CoNTINENT. It
Y $AaN FRANCIScO, A BLACK BLOC ALSO MARCHED,
OMNE oF THE EARLIEST IN N. AMERICA.
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s INDIGENAQUS PEOPLES + ANTI-CoLoN=[=

ON NEw YEARS DAY,
1994, ZAPATISTA
GUERRILLAS SEIZED
7 TownNS IN THE
il MEXILAN STATE OF | _
CHIAPAS, THEY WERE ||
llopposep To THE "
| NomTH AMERICAN

| FrRee TRADE
AGREEMENT (NAFTA),
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THEY IDENTIFIED
NEO- LIBERALISM
AS THE NEW IDEoL- |y
OGY oF LAPITALISM, | 8




