
W      E do not seek to wrest from our 
contemporary “Hermes” the place 

which it has won for itself  in the corporate 
life of  the University. Nor do we wish to 
cover the same field. We have a sterner 
purpose. We force ourselves upon your 
notice, flushed with the fervour of  the true 
reformer. To strip the veneer, to open the 
cupboard on our skeletons, and those of  
other people, to tell the truth without fear 
or favour, and to assist our readers in their 
search for the Touchstone of  philosophy 

--- happiness --- these are our aims. 

We are iconoclasts. We do not believe 
--- O Heresy! --- that the undergraduate 
is the most important member of  
the community. We refuse to pander 
exclusively to him. Indeed, we will not 
pander to anyone. We make our appeal 
also to the great General Public. 

From policies we entirely disassociate 
ourselves. We are not unprincipled, but 

we subscribe to no principles. We will 
not make statements for the joy there is 
in making them. Our criticism --- and 
criticism will frequently form the theme 
of  our journal --- will be constructive, 
and for the good of  all. The Mirror 
which we seek to hold up to Nature will 
perhaps be clouded at times, for even 
University students are sometimes fallible. 
If  however, we are occasionally able to 
point the way to higher things, we shall be 
satisfied. 

You will be asked to believe our 
advertisers. You will be unable to obtain 
a free life insurance policy because you 
carry a copy of  “Honi Soit”. You will 
not be arrested for sedition if  seen in our 
company. We should, therefore, commend 
ourselves to all tastes. 

- May 3, 1929
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Honi editors throughout the years

1929-1939: In the beginning...

1940s: Sex, war, and Ulysses 

1950s: Menzies, Einstein, and Law 
School scandal
1960s: Vietnam, computer troubles, 
and the birth of The BULL
Honi Soit Hall of Fame

Honi Got It Wrong

Honi Got It Right

1970s: Dylan, drugs, and tear gas 

1980s: The Left, the Right, and 
Maccas on campus 

1990s: Clinton, the Cold War,  
and mega-buck Macs

2000-2013: The Olympics, Iraq, 
and Redfern rising

Putting together an edition of 
Honi commemorating its 85-year 
history has been both satisfying and 
daunting.  What first seemed like an 
exciting opportunity to discover the 
history of the paper quickly became 
a struggle to do justice to all that 
preceded us.

We read of students sent to wars 
and those who resisted them. 
Minority groups struggled against 
Australian society, students against 
our university and generations 
between themselves. We were 
reminded of a campus and nation 
changed, but also of all those things 
that remained the same. People 
still haven’t shut up at Fisher, the 
orgy of student politics continues 
unabated, and there remains the 
occasional AFP drug bust  
at Footbridge Theatre.

This newspaper has not always 

been as it is now. At times, Honi  
was hardly a newspaper at all.  
It reported on campus happenings, 
college sport, and the Sydney  
social scene. At others, it has  
been a neo-Marxist pamphlet,  
an anti-war manifesto, a satirical 
zine, a conservative rag, and the 
most reliable mechanism for 
accountability at this university. 
It has been produced by one-
person fiats, ten-member editorial 
teams, and 18-strong syndicalist 
collectives.

This edition, like Honi generally, 
tells an incomplete history.  
It is a history that has excluded 
the voices of many: Indigenous 
students and students of colour, 
women, and people of diverse 
sexualities, genders and abilities. 
This publication should not be 
complacent when reminded of its 
past failings, and must continue 

to increase its representation for 
those whom it has failed before. 

2014 has seen the addition of two 
new autonomous editions, put 
together by students from the 
Indigenous Collective and the 
Autonomous Collective Against 
Racism. These too are significant; 
but editorial teams must continue 
to guard against the structural 
forces that see mainstream 
journalism swamped with affluent, 
aged, well-educated white men. 

We owe a great deal to the 
generations of editors who refused 
to let Honi languish as the Hansard 
of the Students’ Representative 
Council.  Honi has a proud history 
of being irreverent, acerbic and 
most of all of holding power to 
account: critical of cantankerous 
Vice-Chancellors, power-mad 
student apparatchiks, and 

governments at large. We hope  
that this edition does justice to  
that legacy.

We’re not sure that A. E. Crouch 
knew what he had started back in 
1929. Forgive both him and us.  
We know not what we do.

This edition would not be complete 
without a series of thanks. First, to 
those who preceded us. For better 
or worse, you made this paper 
what it is. We hope that this issue 
does your late nights, hard work 
and unflinching derision justice. 
Second, to the staff of the Fisher 
Rare books section. Without your 
kind assistance we would never 
have produced this issue. Finally, to 
our readers (both current and past). 
As always, this edition is yours. 
Enjoy.

October 2014

T R I G G E R  W A R N I N G :  Page 10 of this paper contains violent images that some readers may find disturbing or triggering. 

Honi Soit is laid up and printed on 
stolen Cadigal land. This year, it’s 85th 
year, saw the first Indigenous edi-
tion ever printed. Despite a history of 
progressive politics, the paper has not 
always been a space for First Nations 
voices. Nestled as the University is, 
between Redfern, Glebe and New-
town, there has always been a tension 
between the institutional privilege 
granted to those attending its hallowed 
halls and those living in its shadows. 
Honi Soit has struggled to engage with 
these tensions in a productive way.

P H O T O  B Y  J A Y  N G
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The Five-Year Plan

Discussing the Soviet Five-Year 
Plan before members of the Public 
Quest ions Society recent ly Mr. W. 
J. Morrisson, nat ional secretary 
of the Friends of the Soviet Union 
(Austra l ian sect ion), sa id since the 
f irst applicat ion of the new economic 
policy in 1921 the nat ional income 
of Russia had increased four t imes, 
the nat ional product ions twelve and a 
half t imes, and the number of workers 
had increased from two mil l ion to six 
mil l ion.

The speaker sa id that the Five 
Year Plan was to last t i l l 1933, and 
that it was typica l of the Soviet form 
of economic planning.
- 1930.

German Court Upholds Right of 
Students To Engage in Friendly 

Bouts

A court in Berl in has recent ly 
upheld the r ight of students to engage 
in fr iendly duell ing. The bodies of 
duelists are protected by heavy vests 
but their heads are left unprotected. A 
physician is a lways in at tendance. The 
bout cont inues unt i l both combatants 
have received scars of which they can 
be proud.

A drinking bout usually fol lows 
the armed one if the lat ter leaves the 
duelists in a f it condit ion. 
- 1933.

Hitler’s Table Manners Ridicule 
of Students

Following the incident at Heidelburg 
University, where the Student ’s Corps 
was suspended because members of 
a supper party discussed how Herr 
Hit ler eats asparagus, Baldur von 
Shirach, leader of the Reich Youth, 
has launched a bit ter campaign 
against the German Student Corps. 
He has now forbidden Nazis from 
being members of the corps, which, 
he says, is host i le to the Socia l ist 
nat ion, and because it is beneath the 
honour of Hit ler youth to recognize 
inst itut ions unworthy of the people’s 
leader. 
- July, 1935.

Unemployment 
Discussion

Various views as to the causes of 
unemployment and its possible 
remedies, and even as to whether 
it should be remedied but merely 
resisted, were put forward at 
the meeting of the Politics Club 
Monday night.

Declaration of  
Student Peace 

Ballot

47 Per. Cent. of  Students 
Vote 

Interesting Comments on 
Backs of  Ballot Papers

One thousand three hundred 
and eighty bal lot papers were 
returned in the Student Peace 
Ballot recent ly carr ied out by 
the University Joint Commit tee 
For Peace. Of these, 81 belonged 
to the Teachers’ College — 42.2 
per cent . recorded their opinions 
on the issues ra ised by the 
bal lot paper. Taken separately, 
the University students’ poll 
represented 47.3 per cent . of the 
student body, while that of the 
Teachers’ College represented 
only 15.5 per cent . of the student 
body of that inst itut ion.

The staff poll was disappoint ing 
— only about 20 per cent . having 
recorded their opinions by means 
of the bal lot paper. The staff 
results, published below, cannot, 
therefore, be taken as adequately 
representat ive of staff opinion.

1. Is war inevitable
(a) Under Capita l ism?
750 Yes,   523 No,   82 Undecided
(b) Under any system?
512 Yes,   752 No,   91 Undecided

2. Do you consider that i f one 
nat ion at tacks another, other 
nat ions should combine to resist 
it by
(a) Economic and non-mil itary 
measures?
1088 Yes,   205 No, 62 Undecided
(b) Mil itary measures where 
it appears that non-mil itary 
measures wil l be ineffect ive?
865 Yes,   380 No,   110 Undecided
(c) Mil itary Measures in any case?
187 Yes,   1086 No,   82 Undecided

3. Do you regard the League of 
Nat ions as an obstacle to war?
768 Yes,   502 No   85 Undecided

4. In the event of a war to -morrow, 
would you
(a) Enlist (or urge your fr iends to 
enlist)?
559 Yes,   589 No,   207 Undecided
(b) Undertake other war work?
643 Yes,   479 No,   233 Undecided
(c) Do nothing? 
216 Yes,   947 No,   192 Undecided
(d) Oppose war?
786 Yes,   370 No,   199 Undecided

Although the authorit ies 
have yet to f ind the corpse, it is 
bel ieved that a foul murder was 
perpetrated in the main entrance 
of the Engineering Museum, 
Science-road, last night .

This was but one of an amazing 
series of events which, fol lowing 
one upon the other with f ict ion-
l ike rapidity, engaged the 
at tent ion of the whole of the 
personell of the “Quad” police 
div ision unt i l the early hours of 
this morning. Mystery crowded 
upon mystery, commencing 
with the discovery of a body 
in a t runk, and ending with its 
disappearance.

Police off icia ls have reason 
to fear that a notorious gang 
of gun-men, headed by the 
infamous “Monk” Malpas, 
has again commenced its 
depredat ions upon society. This 
band of arch-criminals has been 
si lent since 1927, when certa in 
of it s act iv it ies led to searching 
inquir ies.

Nightwatchman 
Disappears.

Constable Sheyharp, a police 
off icer of much experience, had 
the f irst inkling that something 
was amiss at 10.30p.m., when, 
making a regular patrol of his 
beat , which encircles Science-
road and its environs, he 
not iced that the “Museum” was 
in tota l darkness. Invest igat ing 
further, he found a l l doors 
locked securely. He was about to 
proceed to an examinat ion of the 
windows when he stumbled over 
an obstruct ion. He was horrif ied 
to f ind at his feet a t runk from 
which a human foot protruded. 
Leving his gruesome f ind where 
it lay he at once reported to the 
“Quad” stat ion. Inspector Mil ler 
assigned Detect ive-Sergeants 
Leech and Vogan to the inquiry.

  Rushing to the scene in one 
of the new “Doran” Eight ies, the 
detect ives forced an entrance. 
They were astounded to f ind 
the heat gone from the boiler. 
“‘Monk’ Malpas,” shouted 
Sergeant Leech.

Sergeant Vogan had meanwhile 
entered the Curing Room.    

There he found further cause 
for wonder. Several va luable 
specimens of concrete, a fter 
standing for twenty-eight days, 
had lost their most neccessary 
component – st rength.

At this stage the detect ives 
remembered the body in the 
entrance. Making their way to 
the front of the building they 
were confronted by – an empty 
porch!

The t runk conta ining the 
body was gone!

A thorough search of the 
building fa i led to reveal any 
t race of the t runk, the a l leged 
murder – or the night-watchman.

“It looks as i f poor old Hufton 
has got his,” remarked Seargent 
Leech. “Malpas wil l swing 
for this night ’s work,” replied 
Sergeant Vogan.

Commissioner’s Statement
Interv iewed at a late hour, 

Sir Hegerton Barraugh, 
Commissioner of Police, sa id 
that ths was one of the most 
sensat ional cases since that of 
the seven-f igure logs, which he 
had handled as a probat ionary 
constable. In that case he had 
been very successful, reducing 
the unknown elements to four. 
He had no doubt that his eff icient 
sta ff would be equally successful 
(he was a lways modest) in the 
present mystery. At the moment, 
he pointed out , his specia l squad 
of high-speed reversible Carnot 
cycl ists was patrol l ing the whole 
of the div ision, and an early 
arrest would, in a l l probabil it y, 
be made.

“Can you expla in why this 
gang has suddenly reappeared 
in our midst?” Sir Hegerton was 
asked.

“I at t r ibute it to the re-opening 
of Dan Briton’s night club, in 
the basement of Sutherland 
House,” the Commissioner 
replied. “That dive was closed 
on May 22, 1929, fol lowing the 
sensat ional ‘Tivoli Fruitsta l l’ 
case. It has been permission 
to reopen its doors against my 
advice. Although it i l l behoves 
me too crit icise my superiors, 
I feel that the S.R.C. has been 
tota l ly unmindful of the welfare 
of this Republic’s cit izens. It only 
makes our taks of preserv ing law 
and order harder.”

“Honi Soit” went to press 
at this stage. A representat ive 
wil l, however, be present at the 
off icia l opening of the nightclub 
on May 23 (disguised, of course, 
and armed). Watch this column 
for the latest news of “Monk” 
Malpas!
- May, 1930

Mr. B. J. Dooley’s mot ion, 
“That this House do now 
adjourn to discuss the problem 
of unemployment” was carr ied. 
Mr. Doolyey pointed out that the 
problem of unemployment was 
one of the most pressing and one 
of the most dif f icult quest ions of 
today.

The Workers’ Party on the 
extreme Left Wing pointed 
out that their policy was not 
to encourage or to welcome 
unemployment, but to encourage 
resistance to the tendencies 
which imposed unemployment. 
War was Capita l ism’s remedy 
for unemployment. It was only 
through resistance to present 
tendencies that we might hope to 
reach a new society.

The Labour Party argued that 
unemployment was an essent ia l 
part of the working system of 
Capita l ism. The only country 
in the world where there was a 
labour shortage was the USSR.

The Liberal Party urged that 
unemployment was due mainly 
to Tarrif f barr iers. I f America 
would accept payment in goods 
the unemployment problem 
would not be so serious.

The New Party contended 
that Capita l ism had caused 
unemployment and if the system 
was to Cont inue, Capita l ism 
would have to f ind a way out . 
Unemployment was due to the 
fact that the world could not buy 
a l l it procured, though this state 
of a ffa irs had been cloaked for 
a t ime by colonia l expansion 
and the Great War. Condit ions 
had not returned to normal and 
the f inances of the world had to 
accommodate themselves to the 
fact .

The Country Party declared 
that the primay industr ies 
could l ive without bount ies or 
protect ion.

The U.A.P sa id that 
unemployment should be 
a l lev iated. They did not say how. 
The Austra l ian Labour Party 
put forward the only scheme for 
the a l lev iat ion of unemployment 
– namely nat ionalisat ion of 
banking and controlled extension 
of credits. Even nat ionalisat ion 
could not be worse than the 
situat ion we should soon be in i f 
no act ion were taken.

Mr. J. A. MacCalum moved 
“That the House do now 
resume.” When this was carr ied 
he moved “That so much of the 
Standing Orders be suspended as 
would prevent the passing of the 
Nat ionalisat ion of Banking Bil l at 
a single session.” This was carr ied 
and Mr. MacCallum introduced 
the Bil l. After a short debate 
the gag was applied and the Bil l 
was defeated and the House then 
adjourned.
- 1932



Did you know that one of our best 
known lecturers has become a devotee 
of hopscotch? He was seen pract icising 
assiduously on the f lag-stones in front 
of the union; perhaps he considers 
entering for the forthcoming a l l -
Austra l ian hopscotch championship; 
or perhaps he is merely superst ituous.

“Cleanlines is next to Godliness.” 
We trust  it is not through fa i lure at 
the f irst v ir tue that has caused the 
inhabitants of the lower reg ions of the 
chemist ry to ra ise their l it t le washing 
l ine beside the Vice-Chancellor’s quad. 

Paul’s mainta ined their usual 
reputat ion for lav ish enterta inment at 
the annual dance last Wednesday. The 
College was looking part icularly fest ive 
for the occasion and a l l the corridors 
were gay with f lags and bunt ing. The 
marquee erected on the lawn for 
dancing was charmingly decorated 
with pastel t inted paper f lowers, 
but the cosy f ires which burned in 
a l l the rooms frequent ly  proved 
a greater at t ract ion for the guests.

The whole feminine populace of the 
University has seemingly invested in 
printed l inens. This is most pleaseing 
and very appropriate to the spring 
weather, yet it is ext remely disconcert ing 
to meet three or four versions of 
yourself st rol l ing around the quad.

1929-1939

“Strangler” Lewis

Notices
“Strangler” Lewis Will Be Here 

To-morrow“

“Strangler” Lewis, the Champion 
Wrest ler, w il l v isit the University to -
morrow.

Arrangements have been made with 
Mr. Grif f ith, of Sydney Stadium, for a 
party of wrest lers to v isit the Varsity 
during the lunch hour in the Union 
Hall. “Strangler,” who wil l g ive a 
lecture on Wrest l ing, and demonstrate 
several famous holds, is very anxious 
to meet the students of Sydney 
University.”

Evening Students’ Smoko:

The E .S.A. wil l hold its 30th 
Annual Smoko in Union on 
Wednesday.
- 14th May, 1930.

Beer and Beagles: Extravaganza 
Next Term

The annual meet ing of the 
University Hunt, which is to take the 
form of an extravaganza reunion, 
wil l be held in the Union Hall on 
Friday, September 15.
- July, 1933.

Dictatorship For and 
Against:

On Wednesday evening, July 
18, the Washington Debat ing 
Team, represented by Mr. 
Robert K. Burns, wil l move 
“That the polit ica l sa lvat ion of 
the world l ies in Dictatorship 
rather than Democracy”. 
- July, 1934.

Festival Programme 
Gradually Takes Shape

Further Deata i ls now Released. 
This Year’s Innovat ions: Smoke 
Concert and Treasure Hunt.
- May 1935

LAGER is the logical luncheon liquor ... the tang 
of a true lager giving a fillip to the appetite ... the 
high protein content definitely aiding digestion. 

Indoors or out, let Tooths K.B. be your luncheon 
beverage. It’s a true Lager.

Letters to the 
Editor

Decency and Order Posse
Student ’s suggest ion:

In answer to the request of the 
President of the Undergraduates’ 
Associat ion (Mr. J. M. Gosper) 
for suggest ions concerning the 
reorganizat ion of the student 
body, Mr. Douglas Anderson, who 
mainta ins that the undergraduate 
body is not real ly under a cloud, 
and that out of this year’s ev i l w il l 
come complete rehabil itat ion and 
restorat ion of prest ige, suggests 
the format ion of a “Decency and 
Order Posse”. In a let ter to Mr. 
Gosper, he writes —

“The Decency-and-Order 
Posse wears a dist inguishing 
badge. Each year of each Faculty 
elects one member for every 
twenty men in that year. The 
Decency-and-Order Posse is not 
a Purity League or a Society for 
the Abolit ion of Exhuberant 
Spir its. The scope of its dut ies 
are discreet ly arranged. If police 
cannot be persuaded to enter a 
theatre, the posse watches the 
audience, not the shows, and 
prompt ly descends upon brawlers 
and howlers (drunken and/or i l l -
bred and/or degenerate).”
- 1929

Arms Manufacture
Sir, —

In these t roubled t imes, when 
internat ional relat ions with many 
countr ies are st ra ined a lmost 
to breaking point , it is the duty 
of every sane and cool-headed 
cit izen to do every thing within 
his power to ext inguish sparks 
of mil itar ism which, fa l l ing in 
the internat ional t inder box, may 
well k indle a world conf lagrat ion.

It is with this thought that I 
wish to make an impassioned 
protest against the inst ruct ion 
of Engineering Undergraduates 
in the intr icate deta i ls of arms 
manufacture and the study of 
gaseous explosives.

Let not an Undergraduate of 
this University be a party to the 
European blood lust ; but rather 
let us st r ive for things of va lue 
and last ing memory.

Surely this is the one country 
in the world at least , where it 
might be possible to say farewell 
to arms.
I am, etc.,    
                 QUO VADIS
Eng. IV.
July 1938

Shut Up!
Sir, —

I am aware that from t ime 
to t ime let ters have appeared 
in your columns deploring the 
discourtesy of many students who 
use the Fisher Library.

Students are perhaps incl ined 
at t imes to disregard a not ice 
posted by the authorit ies, but this 
mat ter is becoming too serious to 
be ignored. Numerous requests 

have met with no response, 
therefore I would suggest that the 
Fisher sta ff be more emphat ic in 
enforcing the si lence rules.
I am, etc.,
ANON.
Arts III
1938

The Silent Under-grad
Does anything ever happen 

in the ‘Varsity? Apparent ly not . 
There are a couple of weekly 
meet ings of societ ies l ike the 
S.C.M. and the L .N.U., once in a 
blue moon the Dramat ic Society 
stages a Restorat ion comedy. But 
beyond that —

Undergraduates, the Editor of 
Honi Soit is pining away for lack 
of sensat ional news. Write now 
and tel l him anything – what 
you think of the professoria l 
neckwear, or how you l ike the 
new font type. But write.

 

To-night the f irst Students’ 
Representat ive Council w il l 
surrender the reigns to off ice.

The f irst meet ing of the new 
council w il l be held on April 9, 
by  which t ime the four aff i l iated 
associat ions wil l have chosen their 
delegates.

In its brief existence, the 
inaugural council has covered 
an immense amount of ground. 
“Honi Soit” feels sure that a l l 
students wil l join with it in 
offering its members sincere 
thanks for its work and praise for 
the manner in which its arduous 
dut ies were carr ied out .

Formed on November 13, a few 
weeks before the ‘Varsity went 
into long vacat ion, and approved 
by the Senate on December 2, 
the council did most of it s work 
whilst the main body of students 
was enjoying a well -earned rest 
between one year’s work and 
the next . It bore the brunt of 
the framing of the const itut ion. 
Some idea of the labour involved 
can be ga ined from the fact that 
a number of clauses were each 
debated during the whole of two 
meet ings.

Let us chronicle some of the 
f irst council’s achievements. 
They have established, on a f irm 
foundat ion, the students’ paper 
which now writes their epitaph. 
They have appointed a ful l - t ime 
secretary to place the council’s 
a f fa irs on a sol id f inancia l basis; 
they have secured independent 
off ices, and prepared plans for 
a building devoted exclusively to 
housing the organisat ion; they 
have established a Freshman’s 
Day; they have decided upon a 
dist inguishing gown for members 
of the council; last , but not least , 
they have ent irely reorganised the 
annual fest iva l. Concerning that , 
“Honi Soit” wil l have more to 
say in the next issue. This much 
can be sa id now – that it is hoped 
to make that celebrat ion unique 
in the history of Austra l ian 
Universit ies.

The Vice-Chancellor expects 
great things of the S.R.C. Judging 
by its achievements to date, he 
wil l not be disappointed.

- 1930.

What are We 
Fighting For?

An Editorial

Adolph Hit ler, his hands ful l 
of plunder, has delivered himself 
of his plan for ensuring peace 
in Europe, based of course om 
the complete retent ion of his 
i l l -got ten gains. His speech 
to the Reichstag would be an 
unanswerable case i f only it were 
founded on fact .

Even so his plan for peace 
would be received with less 
suspicion if the man behind it 
were worthy of t rust .

The onus is now on the All ies 
to say what they are f ight ing for. It 
is not for Poland, which does not 
exist except in a spir itual sense. 
It is certa inly not for materia l 
ga in — we are st i l l suffering from 
the last war, which we won.

Equally clearly it is not for 
terr itoria l ga in; we covet no 
man’s land, nor anything else 
that is his. It is not for conquest 
in the abst ract , for we have no 
wish to deprive anyone of his 
leg it imate place in the sun.

What has to be made clear 
to the German people — and 
to the world at large in this 
propaganda-r idden age — is that 
Brita in and France f ight for a 
principle — a principle as dear to 
the German people as to those 
of our own democracies. It is 
the r ight to l ive our own l ives in 
our own way, free from threats 
of aggression and dominat ion, 
in a world where the sanct ity of 
human l i fe and age-old priv i lege 
are a l ike respected; we f ight for 
a bet ter and freer and cleaner 
world, with no thought of ga in for 
ourselves save the consciousness 
of a moral obligat ion discharged 
by the st rong towards the weak.

Hit ler may not be able to 
understand that ; for that reason 
it looks as i f it may be neccessary 
to bring the t ruth home by force. 
But bring it home we must

- Thursday October 12, 1939.

Pitfalls for 
Freshers

An Editorial
Many are the by-paths which 

branch from the highway to 
learning, and many have been 
the well -meaning freshers 
who have been lured from the 
“st ra ight and narrow” by the 
subt le at t ract ions of extra-
curricular act iv it ies.

During the next few weeks 
freshers wil l be inundated 

with invitat ions from a wide 
assortment of clubs and 
societ ies, a l l anxious to capture 
the interest of the new ‘Varsity 
populat ion, and at the same 
t ime to increase their own 
membership.

The freshman, no doubt, wil l 
be provided with the best of 
reasons why he should become 
a member of each of the forty 
or so societ ies connected with 
the University, but i f he y ields 
to the temptat ion, he wil l soon 
be wondering for what purpose 
he is at tending this seat of high 
learning. Pract ica l ly every taste 
is catered for by some club or 
another, and freshers wil l be 
well advised to l imit their act ive 
support to those in which they 
are part icularly interested.

But to those freshers who are 
disposed to be over-studious we 
would say there is more at taching 
to a successful University 
career than merely academic 
at ta inment. Important as that 
is, it is neccessary to point out 
that there are other sides of 
‘Varsity l i fe, which demand our 
at tent ion. If we a ltogether neglect 
sport ing, faculty, socia l and 
other general interests outside 
the actual course of lectures, we 
are not only didaining one of 
the greatest priv i l iges associated 
with University l i fe, but we 
are fa i l ing in our pla in duty 
as well. The community spir it 
in the University is of great 
signif icance, and without our co -
operat ion, the various societ ies 
which comprise it , cannot exist .

As in a l l things, the dif f iculty 
is to obta in a balance. If we 
concentrate on studies, to 
the neglect of other ‘Varsity 
interests, we may succeed in 
becoming men of “let ters”, 
but our undergraduate career 
wil l have been, at  most , only 
a part ia l success. And we may, 
ourselves, be the v ict ims of lop -
sided development.

If we spend too much t ime 
in extra-curricular act iv it ies, to 
the neglect of our work, we may, 
and doubt less wil l, enjoy Varsity 
l i fe, but the examiners wil l not 
hesitate to tel l us that in our 
prime object ive we have fa i led. 
Perhaps the balance can only 
be obta ined by a process of t r ia l 
and error — but small mistakes 
are often cost ly, and it is bet ter 
to err on the safe side, than to 
repeat a year.

At the University then, 
opportunity is g iven to cater for 
the whole man — body and spir it 
— and wise and fortunate is the 
student who is able to  sat isfy his 
t r ipart ite nature, and develop 
that balanced personality which 
is the a im of a l l t rue educat ion.

- March, 1939.

Honi Soit Qui Mal Y Pense
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 The current question in the quad is 
‘Where will John Anderson go? Will 
the philosophy staff be separated from 
Gwen Kelly and Ruth Walker? Will 
the Freethought Society stat a Soup 
Kitchen beside the Jacaranda tree? Is 
this the first results of the Evangelical 
Union’s onslaught?’

  The campaign to exclude male 
students started during first term. 
Since then, shabbily dressed male 
Arts students have been carrying on 
guerrilla warfare with members of the 
Manning staff. Honi Soit interviewed 
one of these students in the U.P. 
He said: “Recently in attempting to 
enter Manning I was assaulted by 
sexless, athletic young females fresh 
from the playing fields, with the 
flush of exercise on their faces and a 
healthy sweat on their bodies. I and 
my painted companion – who was 
asked not to bring undesirable males 
into Manning – were driven back 
to the Quad. An academic question 
is – what constitutes an undesirable 
male! Is it lack of a bank balance; 
an inability to bid in the stud ring? 
Unfortunately those engineers, 
with an assured future in the higher 
income brackets, have only just 
discovered Manning, and now the 
place is cluttered out by hordes of 

bone-headed mechanics with a few 
stray females. This, of course, could 
be a contributing factor to the new 
ghetto-like attitude”

  This character, who reeked of the 
Paddington slums, obviously was 
violently prejudiced.

  Manning House has quite valid 
reasons for taking some action 
against the enormous influx of males 
into the dining-room, an influx 
which has curiously taken place 
when the University population 
has passed its post-war peak and is 
declining. Anyone who has recently 
dined in the Women’s Union, and 
seen the queue, reminiscent of 
Rushcutters Bay Stadium before the 
Dawson-Hassen fight, must realise 
that the kitchen facilities – although 
enlarged – cannot cope with such a 
crowd. Manning House is after all a 
Women’s Union, and not a cheap and 
reasonably pleasant mixed dining-
room – an institution sadly lacking in 
the University.

  It could be maintained that the 
influx of males is due to the food 
service, and the facilities of the Men’s 
Union, whose attitude towards the 
opposite sex is far less intolerant 

than that of Manning House. A 
hangover from the pre-war years of 
female subordination and lack of 
womankind at Sydney University.

Evening students, led by Alan 
McLeod, spear in hand, maintain that 
the dining room was not paying until 
the E.S.A suggested that males should 
be allowed to dine there: those who 
are now excluded.

  It seems a shame that the splendid 
service, cheap edible food, and the 
pleasant atmosphere of Manning has 
been denied to male students after 5 
p.m. – in particular, it seems a shame 
that male and female students can no 
longer eat together cheaply. Someone 
miught suggest to the Manning House 
Commission that after a reasonable 
period, if the dining-room is still not 
crowded, girls should be allowed to 
escort one male into the dining-room 
during the dinner period- a rule 
applying to some Sydney lounges for 
entirely dfferent reasons.

  We can sadly say, Monday, the 3rd 
of July, marked the end of a pleasant 
era of civilised eating and decent 
company at the University.

6/7/1950

  He was a man who felt strongly for 
his fellow man, and the realization of 
the debt of gratitude which he owed 
them prompted him to say, “My inner 
and outer life depends on the labours 
of other men, living and dead, and I 
must exert myself continually in order 
to give in the same measures as I have 
received, and am still receiving.” He 
was convinced of the basic equity of 
human beings and he regarded “Class 
differences as contrary to justice”. 
Much of this fellow feeling came, I 
think, from the bitter anti-semitism 
which he suffered in 1930-33 by Adolf  
Hitler.
  It was Einstein’s expressed opinion 
that “As long as I have any choice, 
I will stay only in a country where 
political liberty, toleration, and 
equality of all citizens before the law 
are the rule.” For his outspoken and 
active pacifism he was forced to flee 
Germany and, after receiving offers 
from Spain, France and Britain, he 
settled for America

A Democratic

  While Einstein tried to remain aloof 
from the world he was, nevertheless, 
concerned with its welfare and he was 
a believer in the democratic state as 
the only true government, convinced 
that “It is an irony of fate that I myself 
have been the recipient of excessive 
admiration and respect from my 
fellows through no fault and no merit 
of my own.” Such was his humility.
  His democratic views sprang from 
a strong feeling for the individual, a 
person about whom he wrote much, 
as “The man who regards his own life 

and the lives of his fellow creatures 
as meaning-less is not merely 
unfortunate but almost disqualified 
for life.” To such an individualistic 
personality, compulsion is to be 
abhorred, and of military service he 
says “Compulsory military service 
seems to me the most disgraceful of 
that defienciency in personal dignity 
from which mankind is suffering 
today.
  “No wonder there is no lack of 
prophets who foretell the early eclispe 
of our civlization. The led must not 
be compelled, they must be allowed 
to choose their leader. Force always 
attracts men of low morality.”

Philosopher

  With all his pre-occupation with 
science it is strange how he fgound 
time for his philosophical and other 
works . He did most of his work 
on the theory of relativity, by the 
way, when he was a clerk in a small 
store. But all through his life he was 
working to complete some theory: 
the first, relativty, then his theory of 
gravitation, and his final theory which 
he never completed because of his 
untimely death - that of the Unified 
field equations which were to have 
combined magnetic and gravitational 
phenomena under one heading.
  The prospect of atomic warfare 
horrified him, for “The ideals which 
have lighted me on my way, and time 
after time given me new courage to 
face life cheerfully, have been Truth, 
Goodness and Charity.”
  May he have found his ideals.  

  To many an ordinary man Einstein was a word which meant all 
that was mysterious in Science. He was “the great scientist”, the man 
who “had something to do with the atom bomb”. Nothing could 
be further from the truth, for although Einstein was undoubtedly 
a great scientist he was an extraordinarily simple man, intensely 
religious, and a well-known philosopher. His external appearance 
was not impressive because he was “strongly drawn to the simple life” 
and to him “the ordinary objects of human endeavour - property, 
outward success, and luxury - are contemptible.”

  The storm broke at the last Divorce 
lecture of Lent term, when a Law 
Society spokesman mounted the dais 
and addressed the assembled second 
and fourth years.

  He told the shocked gathering that 
gambling in the common room had 
reached such proportions that the 
parents of one student had been 
driven to protest to the Union. 
Not only that, but certain eminent 
solicitors were gravely concerned 
about their petty cash.

  The Union, went on the 
spokesperson, had referred the 
matter to the Law Society, which 
now appealed to students to be more 
moderate in their extra-curricular 
activities.

  Apart from some covert giggles from 
the audience, no immediate reaction 
was apparent. After the lecture, 
however, some of the Law School’s 
sporting gentlemen held an earnest 
and hurried conference, the result of 
which is as yet unknown.

  A poker school has existed in the 
Law School common room since time 
immemorial. It’s clientele consists 
mostly of regular devotees of the cult, 
but from time to time freshers join 
in: either to remain or to emerge well 
and truly plucked, as did, presumably, 
the student from whose mother came 
the anguished plaint. Comparatively 
large sums of money change hands 
from time to time, and players have 
occasionally boasted of winning their 
term’s fees in a few hours play.

 1952 - The legal profession and the Law School have been throw into confusion by a complaint 
that gambling in the Law School is contributing to the delinquency of rising young law students.

T. Blum



Sir,

1957 - What is Honi Soit’s policy 
in the matter of editing and cutting 
material for publication? For your 
controversial article competition, I 
submitted a 614-word piece, which 
I believed to be concise and to the 
point, giving the grounds for my 
argument, and answers to possible 
objections in it.

It was printed last week in a 
butchered 228-word version.

There was scarcely any mention of 
the problem I desired to solve. The 
solution itself was oversimplified 
and brusquely presented. The main 
point of the article (the transfer 
of responsibility) was obscurely 
expressed in one sentence. I admit 
my version may have sounded like a 
legal document, but if you could not 
improve on it, why did you have to 
abbreviate it?

The most simple-minded and easily 
refuted of the objections was the only 
one printed. My final paragraph was 
there almost in total, but it was the 
most unnecessary part of it all. Why 
print it to the exclusion of others?

My disagreement with free will 
was completely removed. Since 
philosophical controversey in Honi 
Soit seems to be restricted to free 
will atheists and free will Christians, 
this should have been the most 
controversial matter of all.

No wonder people think students 
are simple-minded and unthinking, 
when editors reduce their arguments 
to bareboned inconsequence.

Jan Lowe 

Madam,

1953 - On walking through the Quad 
the other day, I noticed our amiable 
friend, Gary Scrimgeour, wearing a 
deep red tie. “Aha!” thought I, “ties 
speak louder than articles in Honi 
Soit.” However, I must confess that I 
later learnt that it was a nylon tie of 
American manufacture. The bloated 
capitalist!

R. F. Hosking - Arts II

Sir,

1957 - I fail to see why such a fuss is 
being made about parking difficulties 
which discourage people from 
driving into the university.

Instead of driving myself I get James 
to drive me in the morning and pick 
me up in the afternoon.

I find this eminently satisfactory.

Evelyn Fothering-Haugh - 
Engineering I

It is important, then, that the 
sophistry of this argument be exposed, 
and the two invalid assumptions it 
involves brought into the light.

The first point will be familiar to most 
of us: it is that even if there was a 
mandate, that mandate certainly did 
not come from everybody, from every 
elector. Even the most intransigent 
tory will not pretend that there is 
no opposition to the legislation to 
be found anywhere in Australia. 
While the phrase “a mandate from 
the people” is intended to suggest 
a hundred per cent support, no 
supporter takes this seriously; and 
it would generally be admitted that 
what is meant is a mandate from the 
majority of the people. I believe that 
the results of the last Federal election 
do NOT prove that there is a mandate, 
even from the majority of electors, to 
dissolve the Communist Party.

The “mandate from the majority” 
thesis is as much a solidarist myth as 
the previous hypothetical suggestion 
that the mandate was from the total 
population. The “mandate from the 
majority” thesis depends on the 
assumption that when an elector 
votes for a certain party he personally 
approves of EVERY plank in that 
party’s platform. If you voted for 
Menzies, it is argued, you were in 
favor of banning the Communists.
This vicious distortion smothers over 
the fact that in the last election many 
of us felt that we were confronted 
by two tyrants, by two totalitarian-
inclined parties, between which we 
had a choice, but what a choice!

It is no secret that many of those 
who voted for Menzies in the last 
election were motivated, not by 

consideration of the Red threat to 
Australia, but by considerations 
of the price-spiral’s threat to their 
pockets. This is especially true of the 
petty bougeoisie, who are finding 
it impossible to maintain their 
accustomed standards on their present 
incomes. Many of the lower white-
collar group undoubtedly swung to 
menzies in desperation, but their 
swing had nothing to do with the 
Communist Party. Other electors that 
voted Liberal might well have voted 
for reasons disconnected with either 
the Reds or the prices: for example, 
Banking.

There is nothing novel in the position 
here urged. It is at least as old as 
Rousseau, and was stated again by 
W Macmahon Ball in the Australian 
Journal of Psychology and Philosophy, 
Vol. X, p. 181, where he said: “It 
is obvious that the machinery of 
representation prevents the electorate 
from taking part in tthe active 
formulation of policy … it is also 
obvious that since this work must be 
left to party leaders, and sicne the 
main orupose of the party is to form a 
majority, there must be such continual 
compromise on all but the most 
vital principles of it’s programme, 
that in attempting to represent more 
and more people, it may come to 
represent less and less of what these 
people desire. Hence the elector’s 
oppportunity to express his will is 
reduced to making a choice between 
one of several parties, no one of which 
may represent more than a fragment 
of his political will.”

It is clear that the view that there is 
no proof of a mandate for anti-Red 
legislation is based on statistical 
assumptions. For example: If a 
party had only two planks in its 
entire platform, and was returned 
by 100 per cent. of the electors, 
then we’d say that “the chances are” 
that the party did have a mandate 
from more than 50 per. cent. of the 
electors to implement each plank. 
But when a party has many planks 
as varied as Communism, Banking, 
and Prices, and was returned by an 
overall majority of slightly over 50 
per cent., then we could say that the 
chances that the party had a mandate 
to implement each plank were 
about equal to the chances afforded 
oppositionist movements by the 
Menzies legislation.

In conclusion I might point out that 
the arguments outlined do not imply 
a belief that Menzies COULDN’T 
get a mandate from the majority if 
he sought one in a referendum. The 
present state of the country seems 
very conducive to the seeking of 
scapegoats, and I think the Press could 
persuade over half the population to 
cry for a crucifixion. But the point 
is that at present it is arbitrary to 
ASSUME that Menzies has a mandate, 
and that those of the Labor party 
who argue he has would seem to be 
looking for a line that will save the 
Labor Party’s “unity”.

H. E. Dowling

Judo is composed of many sections, 
among these are “Karati” and 
“Shiaho”. Karati is the art of attacking 
and killing or immobilising an 
opponent in mortal combat. This 
section is the most heavily publicised 
but rarely practiced. Shiaho is the 
contest where two Judoists meet in 
friendly fashion to see who can upset 
the other’s balance.

The Karati is most effective, as many 
an Occidental seaman found to his 
cost when attempting to “do over” 
some diminutive cop patrolling the 
“Palmer Street” of Yokohama. The 
Japanese, having full knowledge of 
this, made all Karati experts register 
with the police during the war, as 
their skill was considering more 
dangerous than firearms; it is quite 
possible to kill an opponent leaving 
no trace of violence. Little of this 
branch of the sport is known outside 
Japan.

Judo, practiced in all countries, is 
based on the principles laid down by 
the Kodokan, Tokyo, headquarters 
of Judo. The Kodokan was founded 
by Kano, a Professor of Mathematic 

at Tokyo University. Being interested 
in physical fitness, he studied the 
ancient Chinese and Japanese arts of 
Jiu-Jitsu and allied forms. He evolved 
a highly scientific form of sport. The 
reason Kano altered the system of 
Jiu-jitsu was that too many people 
were being injured and even killed.

Judo differs from wrestling in that 
strength is not necessary. Body 
weight and especially eight are likely 
to be handicaps - needed most are 
speed, agility, delicacy and precision 
of movement.

A small man can easily defeat a 
large, clumsy man, but large men 
are not necessarily clumsy - in fact, 
a big man with his weight centrally 
placed may be the most difficult to 
upset. Skill is needed in removing the 
opponent’s supports, the legs, and 
twisting him off balance.

Often the contestants slip to the 
mats with no point being scored - 
there the contest continues on the 
ground. Points are awarded here 
for immobilisation holds lasting 30 
seconds, meaning that to win the 

contestant has to hold his opponent 
in the same relative position for 30 
seconds. They may change their 
locality on the mat but their positions 
with respect to each other must not 
alter.

Another method of scoring in 
groundwork is for the loser to 
submit to some painful (or deadly) 
hold. These are based on strangling, 
choking, dislocating or spraining.

All are perfectly safe when both 
contestants have been schooled, the 
loser to signal defeat and the victor 
to release immediately. Delay can 
be fatal. Only minor accidents have 
occurred in the club.

In being thrown the learner is taught 
to break his fall, the principles of 
Newton’s laws making the action safe.

The sport is interesting and health; it 
has practical applications but the true 
Judoist never exercises his skill on 
one unversed in the art unless life or 
limb are at stake.



There will no doubt be the usual outcry from the intellectual butterflies of  this university that Honi is falling into 
the hands of  a clique. “G.M., D.J.F., C.J.,” they say, “these are the villains – these are the people who fill Soit each 
week with their tortuous meanderings and egotistic casuistry.”

Whether motivated by jaundiced self-approbation or a desire to appear blasé before a bevy of  wide-eyed 
innocents, all the critics of  Honi Soit’s material suffer one illness in common: a disease which amounts to 
journalistic constipation.

In short, while they are prepared to scream and rant in the security of  Manning fastnesses, they show a singular 
unwillingness to commit their criticisms to paper. I should like to make it clear that Honi Soit is filled by writers, 
not whisperers, by people who put hard work into the articles they write rather than by those who feed ready-
made inanities to the masses.

I have eight pages to fill and I must fill them with the material to hand. I am not a paragon of  unbiased, impartial 
journalism. I have my preferences, and these inevitably colour the material I print.

If  you disagree with articles in Honi Soit and you care to express yourself  in reasoned, thoughtful terms, I shall 
be delighted to print your work. 

If  you can’t take the trouble, then don’t grizzle if  you don’t get consideration.

I am as eager as anyone for variety, but I’m not getting it. Up to now G/M. and Co. are the only ones with enough 
guts and conceit to express their views.

Care to join them?

D.J.F

The S.R.C., together with the various Unions have 
decided to bring out a Daily News Bulletin to be 
known simply as “THE DAILY BULL”. The need for 
such a publication has arisen largely due to the 
increase over recent years in the number of  on-
campus activities. 

The Bull  will be printed on a new offset printing 
machine recently leased by the S.R.C. and will 
list all the day’s activities in chronological order. 
The deadline for copy will be 11 a.m. on the day 
preceding publication. In this case of  the Monday 
edition, the deadline will be 11 a.m. on Friday. 

It is hoped that the first issue will appear on Monday, 
24th June. Circulation is planned at seven thousand, 
and distribution will take place from nine strategically 
placed points around the University. 

In a recent interview with honi “Bull” organiser, John 
Paterson stated: 

“The first thing I would like to stress is that this is 
a completely free service which will list all the day’s 
activities open to students. Pre-publicity for weekend 
activities are acceptable and desirable. The second 
point is that the success of  the Bull will depend 
largely on the response from the various clubs, 
societies and various groups within the university.”

Paterson went on to add:

“It is hoped that the first edition will be out very soon. 
Naturally there are still a few problems that have yet 
to be ironed out, yet all in all the stage is set for a 
bold and exciting new venture.”

Co-editor of  honi soit, Keith 
Windschuttle, last week resigned his 
position. Windschuttle said he ‘tired of  
the S.R.C’s attitude towards finance for 
the newspaper.”

Windschuttle, an Arts III student, has been 
editor since May last year. In 1967, he edited 
honi on his own and this year was co-editor with 
Chris Ruhle. 

Windschuttle said he was particularly cheesed 
off  with the S.R.C’s decision, at its meeting 
last Friday week, to cut each editor’s $20 per 
issue expense allowance. S.R.C president, Alan 
Cameron, engineered this move.

This was the final straw in a series of  disputes 
about honi finance that had been going on ever 
since he took office, Windschuttle said. 

Almost every week, he pointed out, he had to 
attend meetings and make telephone calls to 
persuade S.R.C officials to increase the number 
of  honi pages.

“On a couple of  occasions last year, the 
S.R.C. wanted me to print eight page issues 
when I had material to fill sixteen. After 
much haranguing I persuaded them that the 
advertising budget could support at least a 
twelve page issue. During my term of  office, the 
honi budget has been progressively reduced,” 
Windschuttle said.

“The latest innovation of  eliminating my 
expense allowance goes too far.”

•	 report news
•	 write articles
•	 draw cartoons
•	 sub edit copy
•	 typr
•	 drink 

OR

•	 know the vice-chancellor
•	 have plenty of  time
•	 consider yourself  brilliant
•	 hate the S.R.C 

OR 

•	 useful
•	 willing
•	 able
•	 prepared to fail 

Then

Join honi - we need you.
Meeting 1pm., Tuesday, in Gosper.



The sports fee which all women students pay 
when enrolling automatically makes them 
members of  the Women’s Sports Assosciation 
and entitled to join any of  the Sports Clubs 
without further charge.

The association is the central body which 
organises and encourages women’s sport at the 
University. 

It provides sporting facilities and equipment, 
maintains playing areas and allots funds to cover 
the running expenses of  the clubs.

There are 15 women’s sports clubs at the 
University – Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, 
Cricket, Fenwcing, Golf, Gymnastics, Judo, 
Hockey, Ski, Softball, Squash Swimming, Table 
Tennis and Tennis. 

15 Sporting Clubs Open To 
Women
June 1964

The 
Vietnam 
War

S.U.W.S.C. & S.U.S.C.
April 1962

THE Men’s and Women’s Ski 
Clubs are holding A BALL OF 
A BARBECUE in the Women’s 

Hockey Pavilion APRIL 26

BAND, GROG, 
STEAKS AND BREAD 

AVAILABLE

This year the Basser Computing 
Department established an 
undergraduate course, Computer 
Science III, to supplement its long 
standing Diploma course. How well 
can a vital facility such as the KDF9 
computer, harassed by priorities and 
plagued by breakdowns, handle the 
added burden of  a systematic course at 
the undergrad level, especially with the 
problem of  prac. work on the machine?

The KDF9 is a recent addition to the Department. 
Early last year it was purchased to supplement 
and eventually replace SILLIAC, Sydney’s locally 
constructed computer and one of  the fastest 
machines in the country for the early part of  its 
working life. KDF9 is a very fast machine with 
such special features as high-speed stores and 
a modular (and so expandable, within limits) 
memory core. It is quite comparable, if  not 
superior in many respects, to the large IBM7090 
series. However, there are innate disadvantages 
in a fast, large computer. Firstly, and obviously, 
everyone wishes to use it. 

The KDF9 is a commercial venture in that time 
can be bought on the machine and this is priced 
largely to subsidise the Physics Dept.’s own use 
of  the machine. This is itself  a complication in 
that the Dept. has free use of  the machine an 
staff  priorities outrank all bar the Computing 
Dept.’s own work. Other Departments, 
conspicuously that of  Statistics, are regular 
consumers of  computing time, at a vastly 
reduced rate to that charged “foreigners”.

Next, the machine, being fast is prone to 
breakdown. In its first six months of  operation 
users were conditioned to a regular expectancy of  
the machine ‘going down’ for days or a week at a 
time. This year the machine has been fairly well-
behaved, in that the machine has been down for 
the minimum time. This record has been marred 
in the past few weeks by a series of  failures, first 
in the output printer and recently in apparent 
power fluctuations.

“DEBUGGING”

Again, programmes must be run and the failures 
detected and “debugged”. This is done normally 
by booking time, e.g., by a foreign user or be 
another Dept., by queuing, or putting one’s 
programme to be run eventually as priorities 
shift, or as students’ exercises shovelled into a 
metal box to be run eventually late at night or in 
off  hours.

The machine is also often available late at 
night and on week-ends, if  an operator and a 
technician is available, so often a debug run is 
available between the operator’s own runs, as 
long as pressure is not on with the ever-present 
priorities.

Probably the greatest objections to the system 
of  student use of  KDF9 then are these: students 
will choke up punchup facilities (including vital 
fast tape copiers), a valid point in that often the 
only times the machines are in the early morning 
or in the evening: either more or more reliable 
machines are needed (reducing the number 
of  rewritings required): students in general 
will require more time on the machine, since 
they have more errors to correct and need the 
experience on the machine. Furthey they are often 
under the pressure of  time limits on exercises.

For this latter the only solution would appear to 
be to give all or a number of  students clearance 
to operate the machine, and allow them to run 
their own or (better) all exercises late at night, 
rostering students to allow a full correction 
sequence. Most students agree that a little lost 
sleep is preferable to lost grades because of  loss 
of  time. Alternatively, a greater efficiency in the 
turnover time to an apparent optimum of  24 
hours is the best offering, although this is subject 
to the machine holding together long enough to 
get everything processed.

The KDF9 is a valuable machine and should not 
be entrusted to the careless or the incompetent; 
its operators are harassed but helpful. It would 
be a pity if  the Computing Department were to 
rule that its students as useless to it and its staff  
must be further martyred. 

Computer 
misbehaves

 September 1968

 (Female). A 
clean (?) handtowel is provided every alternate 
year in the Physics Building. In return for this 
generosity students are requested to have faces 
not larger than the dimensions of  the mirror (6in 
by 8in). How can we make ourselves BEAUTIFUL?

, would the friend 
to whom I lent my copy of  Carew Hunt: “Theory 
and Practice of  Communism” (I can’t remember 
which you were) return it to me, via Margaret in 
S.R.C. Office as soon as possible? Exams, you 
know. Pete.



I arrive at the SRC to be immediately confronted 
by a garbage can on its side and papers scattered 
all along the SRC corridor. However, this does 
not seem as dirty as one might think as the walls 
themselves have been painted with obscenities. 
A clean floor would seem almost incongruous. 

I notice that the front office wall has been 
decorated with homosexual posters by one of the 
front office staff who stares sullenly and unco-
operatively, especially when I take them down 
and ask him not to replace them with others 
of a partisan politico, socio, sexual bent. He 
complains to the Hon. Sec./Treasurer, the HONI 
editors and anyone else who will listen. 

I walk down the corridor to my ‘office’. It is finally 
time, I deicde, to remove the condom which has 
been pinned on my door. It rather clashes with 
the lesbian posters that have been plastered 
there. A notice I had placed on the door reads 
“Tony (confidentially) you are a fuckwit”. It has 
now been slashed for good measure. 

My first phone call is to someone who has been 
trying to ring me for days. Messages are often 
strangely mislaid at “our” SRC. 

Finding a copy of HONI I check on a feature I 
had suggested containing photos of SRC graffiti, 
an article of mine condemning such vandalism, 
and one defending it as “art”. Photos and articles 
are almost indistinguishable on a blurred grey-

spotted background, and the page is dominated 
by a daubed slogan. It seems the paint brush is 
at work even on the pages of Honi. Perhaps it is 
just as well – the pro-graffiti article is three times 
as long as mine. The HONI editors apologise 
profusely, but no, they will not reprint the 
feature. 

Returning to my office I am troubled by the 
thought of the SRC’s utter irrelevance to the daily 
academic grind of most students. These thoughts 
are not dissipated while I remain for several 
hours, receiving not a single call, letter, or visit 
from any student, except occasional abuse from 
the “welfare” officers across the corridor. 

I console myself with the thought that at least I 
haven’t had to remove candles, placed so as to jut 
obscenely from the front office wall, or try to stop 
payment on cheques disappearing from the front 
office. 

WHY DO WE ALL CONTINUE TO TOLERATE 
PAYING FEES TO THIS ORGANISATION? 
I HOPE YOU WILL HELP RESOLVE 
THIS QUESTION BY VOTING IN THE 
FORTHCOMING REFERENDUM ON THE 
SUBJECT. 

Yours,

Tony Abbott
SRC President. 1979

This is an odd place to write the President’s 
message. It is 3.30am and we are 
somewhere in the middle of our twenty-
three hour journey between Ibadan and 
Zaria. This is  the first time, I would 
venture to suggest, that a President’s 
message to freshmen has been written in 
a third class carriage hurtling through the 
wilds of Nigeria. 

My predecessors usually wrote at length on 
the prime responsibility of the student to 
his studies. If we are to be realistic, in the 
end, you should obtain your degree. 

All this is incidental to what I particularly 
want to say to you. Everywhere I go in 
Nigeria I am confronted by students, 
pressmen and just plain people who want 
to know from me and the other members of 

the delegation to Nigeria, about Australia, 
its treatment of Aborigines, its racial policy, 
its education system. Time and time again 
I am asked, “What do the students think 
about this?” or “What are the students 
doing?”

There is a growing concern among students, 
nationally and internationally with their 
role as a vanguard of liberal opinion in the 
community. 

Now, it’s just not enough to agree with this. 
It is vitally important that the freshmen of 
1963 should take their place with those of 
1962, in implementing and demonstrating 
at every possible opportunity this liberal 
spirit and their leadership. 

Michael Kirby, 1963

Most of the people whose names and words have graced the pages of Honi throughout its history have amounted to 
absolutely nothing- or wose, gone into corporate middle management. Here are some of those who have bucked the trend.  

Predicting the imminent collapse of Western 
civilisation is not, normally, one of my leisure time 
activities. It is, however, a rather profitable past time 
for many writers most notable of whom would be 
Thomas Malthus, Paul Erlich and the well syndicated 
Geoffrey Barraclough. They, of course, see us 
collapsing or collectively expiring due to weight of 
numbers or carbon monoxide and their cures range 
from contraceptives to bicycles. 

However, I don’t believe that civilisations collapse 
or decline because of too many children or too few 
aprks; the cancer is deeper than that. The population, 
the pollution, the Watergates, the pornography are 
only secondary tumours, sprung from that original 
malignant growth: despair. 

The twentieth century has suffered from this attitude. 
Men have built factories to pollute the seas with 
little reflection on the children that may want to 
swim in them 100 years hence; they have overthrown 
established political orders, callowly rejecting all the 
experiences of the past, only to replace it with a new 
and inhuman tyranny. 

When governments can be elected and not allowed to 
rule, when men who are premiers by virtue of their 
corrupt and gerry-mandered electoral system can 
reject the expressed, democratic voice of their state 
and when 47,000 country voters elect as many MHRs 
as 81,000 city voters, who can be confident of our 
democracy’s future? 

What, however, is most worry is the attitude of my 
generation, and more specifically the attitude of 
University students, here, at Sydney. 

I am used to being beaten at elections and meetings, 
I am accustomed to being in a minority and generally 
I know that neither I, nor my opponents, are entirely 
right and that by next week, we both may be proved 
entirely wrong. 

We are only alive for seventy years, and many of us 
less, so why plan, why build, why care for anything 
beyond an electrically comforted and carefully 
drugged existence tucked away in a wasteful and 
tasteless hermetically sealed suburban paradise. I’m 
alright Jack, so why worry, let tomorrow look after 
itself. 

I fear this Age, whose members increasingly care 
no more for the past, than for the future, no more 
for the fate of their democracy than for the SRC and 
Union elections, will be called the Age of the Summer 
Fly, perhaps the last summer fly. For by this apathy 
and vulgarising unconcern “… the whole chain and 
continuity of the commonwealth could be broken. 
No one generation could link with the other. Men 
would become little better than the flies of a summer.” 
Edmund Burke.

1975

Malcolm Turnbull



Most of the people whose names and words have graced the pages of Honi throughout its history have amounted to 
absolutely nothing- or wose, gone into corporate middle management. Here are some of those who have bucked the trend.  
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Reorganising Germany

In an address to the Public Questions 
Society on Tuesday last, Dr. Seelos 
told of the earnest endeavours of the 
Nazi party to develop a new Germany: 
new in spirit and organisation.

- June 20, 1934.

R E ACT I O N  AG A I N S T 
I N D I V I D UA L I S M

Fascism was a new mode of thought which 
did not deny democracy but constituted a 
reaction against individualism, declared 
Dr. R. Baccarini, in an address to the 
Public Questions Society last Tuesday.

- 27 June, 1934.

1. She drives everywhere, but always walks home

2. She only accepts pocket money in unmarked, non-sequential US 
currency

3. She thinks ‘the birds and the bees’ are codewords

4. She tries to justify her way-out dress sense to you: “All my friends 
are wearing dynamite”

5. When you ask her what she wants for dinner, she says: “An end 
to tyranny, and the the loosing of the blood-dimmed tide over the 
continents of the infidels. With gravy.”

Honi has done some intensive research on the new season’s fashion 
trends in terrorism and we’ve discovered that hijacking is making 
a comeback.

That said, we’ve realised that a lot of you would-be revolutionaries 
are a bit rusty when it comes to mid-air takeovers, so we’ve decided 
to dedicate this page to Hijacking in 10 steps or less.

Publication Date: April, 2001.

Nazi interview July 1964

The following is the substances of an 
interview given last week by Arthur Smith, 
leader of the National Socialist Party of 
Australia.

The Australian National Socialist 
movement had its beginning in the neo-
Fascist Australia Party (1955-57), headed 
by Frank Browne. This group lapsed 
when Browne contracted into journalistic 
positions in Sydney and was forced to 
curtail his political activities. 

Next, in 1959-60, came the Nationalist 
Workers’ Party (a “sneaky” Nazi group, 
unprepared to “go the whole hog”), whose 
collapse was also rapid. 

The present National Socialist Part 
of Australia was not formed until 30th 
January this year, with Donald Lindsay 
as its first Leader. Lindsay, however, was 
soon dismissed from the Party: his exit was 
marked by a disgruntled statement to the 
“Sunday Telegraph” in which he “exposed” 
internal political squabbles (“everyone 
wants to be Fuhrer”).

Membership has now reached 387 
throughout Australia.

The Sydney headquarters is run by full-
time staff of six, including the Leader and 
the Stormtroops Commandant-General, 
Mr. Brian Raven. (Full stormtroop 
strength in N.S.W. is 46, in anticipation 
of the day – seen as quite near – when the 
Party will have to fight in its own defence.) 

A full-time Deputy Leader is soon to 
be appointed in Melbourne; at present 
Melbourne District Leader, he is married 
with three children.

The purpose of this public activity is partly 
for recruiting, but most importantly to 
prepare for the next elections, when a 
number of N.S.P.A. candidates will stand 
(although who they will be is at present 
unknown). 

If elected to power the Party intends to:-

Stop any coloured immigration The 
White Australia Policy is seen as being 
not restrictive enough, because it permits 
the entry of coloured Commonwealth 
migrants (e.g., Ceylonese) and a small 
(460) quota of Asians.

To increase the national birthrate. This 
will be done by improving economic 
conditions and education, and in 
particular, by reducing the housing debts 
of married couples by 25 per cent, per 
child. (One additional source of income 
is to be from the confiscation of Jewish 
property – see below.)

1. Solve the Australian Jewish 
problem. What is this problem? 
A complete breakdown of moral 
economic, religious and racial 
standards. How is this due to 
the Jews? They pursue policies 
deliberately directed towards 
these ends.  
The answer to the Jewish prob-
lem is deportation. A so-called 
“final solution” (i.e., by genocide) 

is not at all acceptable, an the 
Party denies that even Hitler 
carried out any such policy (see 
article, this page.)

2. Impose sever controls on all 
foreign companies in Austra-
lia and implement sweeping 
reforms of the economic system. 
The present use in economic 
transactions of some artificial 
standard such as gold is to be 
replaced by a system based on 
material production rather than 
international credit.

3. Work increasingly towards 
liberation of all nations under 
the Jewish-Communist yoke of 
tyranny.

National Socialists believe in racial pride, 
not race hatred. They are quite prepared, 
for instance, for Jews to live in their own 
country and develop their own race as best 
they can.
The Australian Aborigines, also, will be 
encouraged to develop their race, and will 
not be forced to artificially assimilate 
into the white community. Apart from the 
provision of basic social welfare no control 
over Aborigines will be attempted. Half-
castes will not be prevented from fully 
integrating.
Although National Socialists support the 
Christian religion, this is due to its moral 
value in the context of this race, and no 
controls of religion of any kind are contem-
plated. Neither is National Socialism itself 
seen as a religion, or Hitler as its god – he is 
merely the “patron saint of the white race”.

Any person has the right to be as anti-
Semitic as he wishes. Semitism is, after 
all, a distinctly politico-nationalistic 
movement- a fact borne out by the fact 
that our Jewish friends, while accepting 
as a right the protection, privileges, 
and rights of a citizen of their adopted 
country, must needs continue to assert 
their distinct Jewish nationalism and 
claim twofold favour because of it. 
Therefore I say this. 

A short time ago we had a fellow called 
Hitler on the earth. Ninety million 
Germans (despite their present 
repentance) looked on him as a god. 
I thought he was an objectionable 
sort of upstart. I held myself (and so, I 
hope, did you) perfectly at liberty to be 
violently and abusively anti-Hitlet and 
anti-German, although ninety million 
Germans thought me wrong. Similarly 
many millions believe me wrong in 
being abusively anti-Communist , yet 
no stigma is involved. Therefore, if a few 
other people want to be anti-Semite, 
why look on them as “infected” because 
14,000,000 Jews think them wrong. - 
October, 1948

H I T L E R  I S  R I G H T

A Non-class Movement

None of these 
opinions are  

condoned by the 
2014 Honi team.
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“Now is the time for us to have a voice 
that represents us all. We needed our own 
voice, something that no government 
could sack. The white governments of 
this country are not going to control us 
any more. We’ve got to form our own 
independent government,” states Aunty 
Isabell Coe. Aunty Isabell Coe is from the 
Aboriginal Tent Embassy in Canberra. 
She came to Sydney last Thursday to 
light the sacred fire for peace and justice 
and perform a smoking ceremony in 
Victoria Park, at the same site where it 
was established during the Sydney 2000 
Olympics. In response to the demise of 
ATSIC, Isabel, and the other Elders at the 
Victoria Park Embassy have announced 
the establishment of a National Council of 
Elders, forming an Aboriginal Sovereign 
Government. Isabell tells me how 
this decision was reached. “After long 
discussions and deliberations, on Jan 26th 
the Aboriginal Tent Embassy in Canberra 
put the government on notice that we are 
forming our own Aboriginal Sovereign 
government.”

“We’re tired of waiting. We’re calling for 
all Aboriginal people to come to the park, 
and have their say. This is the first point 
where we’re going to start formalizing 
the process,” she explains. The need for 
an Aboriginal Government has been 
pressing for a long time, according to 
Isabell. “The white government has 
proven for over 200 years that they don’t 
care about us. They don’t care and they’re 

committing genocide against us. The 
only way our people are going to survive 
is if we take control of our lives ourselves 
and that means setting up an Aboriginal 
government that’s going to represent each 
and every one of us”, says Isabell. 

The Embassy’s proximity to Redfern is 
also especially important, “Redfern is the 
place that the Aboriginal Tent, Embassy 
in Canberra came out of 1972, when four 
men went up and put up an umbrella on 
the lawns Parliament house. We’re here 
to support the community of Redfern. It’s 
been one of the main communities keeping 
the embassy in Canberra going for thirty-
two years.” 

Isabell believes that the Victoria Park 
Embassy will help to draw attention 
to the underlying causes of Redfern’s 
problems, recently blown up in the media 
after the riot. “What’s happening down 
in Redfern hasn’t been going on just 
for the last month,” she says, “it’s been 
going on for years! In 2000 (during the 
Olympics) we were taking all the media 
that came down here to the Block, to show 
them how Redfern was a war zone. Now, 
that community down there have been 
screaming out for help for years! For a 
number of years the community was even 
trying to set up a drug and alcohol centre, 
couldn’t get any help from the government, 
couldn’t get it funded. 

Eighteen vulvas. All belong to women of 
Sydney Uni. Why are they on the cover of 
Honi Soit?

We are tired of society giving us a myriad 
of things to feel about our own bodies. 
We are tired of having to attach anxiety 
to our vaginas. We are tired of vaginas 
being either artificially sexualised (see: 
porn) or stigmatised (see: censorship 
and airbrushing). We are tired of being 
pressured to be sexual, and then being 
shamed for being sexual. 

The vaginas on the cover are not sexual. 
We are not always sexual. The vagina 
should and can be depicted in a non-sexual 
way – it’s just another body part. 

As one participant put it: “When it comes 
down to it, my vagina is just another part of 

my body, which can be viewed in a number 
of different ways, but the majority of the 
time is completely neutral, just like my 
mouth or my hands. It is not something to 
be ashamed of; it is not my dirty secret.”

We want to feel normal; we don’t want to 
feel fearful when we have a first sexual 
encounter with a partner who may judge 
us because of our vaginas. That fear was 
replicated during our photo shoot. “Just 
before getting the picture taken the little 
voice in my head was doing the whole 
‘why didn’t you landscape?’ thing,” said 
one woman. This sentiment was shared 
by most people in the project – we felt 
a pressure to present our vaginas to the 
world in a way that the audience would 
be ‘comfortable’ with. But this cover is 
intended to reassure other women. Take 
comfort from the fact that everyone’s 
vagina is different, and that everyone’s is 

normal. 

There was a selfish element to this cover. 
The participants have benefited from a 
sense of liberation. “It was a big ‘fuck you’ 
to all of the ideals, all of the shame, all 
of the hurtful lies that we are told about 
ourselves day in and day out,” summarised 
one woman.

 It’s telling that the women who 
participated in the creation of this cover 
found the experience to be liberating. It’s 
because we need liberation. Just before 
we went to print, we were told that our 
cover was illegal, possibly criminal. But 
why? According to the SRC’s legal advice, 
this publication might be “obscene” or 
“indecent”, likely to cause offence to a 
“reasonable adult”. But what is offensive or 
obscene about a body part that over half of 
the Australian population have? Why can’t 

we talk about it – why can’t we see it? Why 
is that penises are scrawled in graffiti all 
around the world, but we can’t bear to look 
at vaginas? 

Here they are, flaps and all. Don’t you dare 
tell me my body offends you. 

We acknowledge that the notion of vaginas 
pertaining exclusively to women is a 
very cisgendered conception of anatomy 
and identity. While vaginas often belong 
to cisgender women, this is not always 
the case. What we are discussing here 
is the experience of having a vagina, in 
an ungendered way. This experience 
is different for everyone. The term 
“cisgender” refers to the gender identity of 
individuals whose birth-assigned gender 
is in alignment with their current gender 
identity.

At 4.23 am on Monday April 27, 1976 
militant gay liberation forces stormed of 
the offices of the well-known subversive 
news-rag Honi Soit and commandeered 
issue 10 for their own purposes. A number 
of heterosexuals (the SRC does have a few) 
were exterminated in the bloodbath. 

We should warn you that this is just the 
beginning, we are angry, proud gays on the 
warpath and we are fucking pissed off with 
all you liberal heterosexist deadshits who 
somehow think its akin to making a stand 
by being ‘tolerant’. 

We are planning to kidnap the daughter 
of Rupert Murdoch and she will assist our 
growing forces when we begin our violent 
invasion of the heterosexist press. 

Honi Soit has fallen into our hands forever 
and one by one we will capture all the other 
vital heterosexist financial institutions, 
gun in hand. Then our glorious millennium 
will begin, all heterosexuals being 
painfully oppressed into oblivion. 

Today Honi Soit, Tomorrow the world! 

World Homosexual Revolution! 

Women’s collectives, women’s rooms 
on campus, women-only meetings and 
discussions, are frequently accused 
of being sexist. Why? Because they 
exclude men, and this is considered 
discriminating, often by men who can’t 
bear to think they’re missing out on 
something. 

Feminism aims to redress this imbalance 
of power, and “women-only” places and 
groups are an important strategy in the 
struggle against sexism. “Women only” 
provides a space which women can free 
themselves of the constraints which the 
presence of men usually places on their 
behaviors. In a mixed group, women may 
feel less inclined to voice their opinions – 
particularly on issues related to sexism…

Women-only places also provide a 
space where women can feel free of the 
possibility of being harassed by men. They 
are safe environments. 

These might be termed the “reactive” 
reasons for “women only” groups; the 

motivations being that mixed groups 
can be uncomfortable, unsympathetic 
or inappropriate, or even threatening 
to the women in them. There is also 
another set of motivations, which might 
be termed “positive” reasons by those 
who are obsessed with positive-negative 
dichotomies. 

These other reasons could be incorporated 
in one phrase: women only groups can be 
great! Women only groups, and places, 
provide the opportunity for women to 
meet and discuss issues that concern 
them, to talk about shared experiences and 
problems. 

This means women only groups are 
support groups – women can find 
sympathy, understanding and help from 
other women. This is a strengthening 
process for women too, in caring for 
each other, we care for ourselves, and we 
become closer to each other – which is the 
meaning of sisterhood. 

Jill Sergeant 
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They will soon be scattered,
Friendships may be shattered,

Some, or all, will grope or crawl
And get up very knocked about and battered.

Some will hang and some will marry,
Some for years in goal will tarry,
Still they are all members of the

Same old ‘Varsity


