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ABOUT THE SOUTHERN CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

The Southern Center for Human Rights (SCHR) is working for equality, justice, and dignity in our
criminal justice system. SCHR's mission is to end capital punishment, mass incarceration, and
other criminal justice practices that are used to control the lives of poor people, people of color,
and other marginalized groups in the Southern United States. We do this through death penalty
representation, impact litigation, policy advocacy, and public education.
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

We Press On
Justice does not just happen.

It does not simply exist. Justice is brought about by hard work, diligent
struggle, unending hope, innovative thinking, boundless courage, and
tremendous compassion.

At the Southern Center for Human Rights (SCHR), we are not only
fighting for justice but also for equality and dignity for people trapped
in the criminal justice system.

In times like these, when it seems that so many of the advancements in
human rights and human dignity are being rolled back; when it appears
that compassion and understanding are at their lowest; and when it
looks like so much hope has been lost; we must fortify these three
words in our hearts:

WE PRESS ON

It is imperative that we uplift the values we hold dear higher than ever.
Not only must we shine a light on injustice, we must also illuminate
compassion, hope, love, and humanity.

SCHR continues our fight in the Deep South to resist the worst
excesses of the criminal justice system and change it into a system that
is transparent, humane, and a true instrument of justice. This report
summarizes the ways in which we combined capital representation,
high impact class-action and civil litigation, public policy, and media
advocacy to achieve significant outcomes in the pursuit of equal justice
during 2017.

With your support, SCHR has become a more powerful force for
fairness in the criminal justice system. Thank you for standing with us as

we look toward a more compassionate and fair tomorrow.

Thank you for your partnership and support. Together, let us press on.

&——

Sara J. Totonchi
Executive Director

2017 Annual Report




“But with patient and firm determination
we will press on until every valley

of despair is exalted to new peaks of
hope, until every mountain of pride and
irrationality is made low by the levelling

process of humility and compassion;
until the rough places of injustice are
transformed into a smooth plane of
equality of opportunity; and until
the crooked places of prejudice are
transformed by the straightening process :
of bright-eyed wisdom.”

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Nobel Lecture, December 11, 1964




James Dennard with SCHR's
Patrick Mulvaney, Atteeyah
Hollie, and Sarah Forte




James McWilliams

Photo Credit: Alabama Dept.
of Corrections

SCHR team and Munger, Tolles
& Olson after the United States
Supreme Court oral arguments in
McWilliams v. Dunn




AFTER FOUR HOUR
900 CHILDREN HAD'BEEN FORCIBLY AND UN UTIONALLY SEARCHED.

Sheriff Hobby authorized a highly
invasive search of 900 students

Photo Credit: WALB




The packed house from Justice Day 2017,
where attendees from all over Georgia
joined to lift their voices for criminal justice
reform and to reimagine equal justice




Former client
Cleopatra Harrison

Photo Credit: Nick Burchell for
Cosmopolitan




SENTINEL BOASTS INNOVATIONS LIKE ITS “MARCH MADNESS™ BONUS PROGRAM,
WHICH OFFERED CASH PRIZES AND A FREE VACATION TO THE PROBATION
OFFICERS WITH THE HIGHEST COLLECTIONS FROM POOR PEOPLE.

CHR continues its work to take down the predatory

private probation industry in Georgia. Private
probation companies have one overarching aim: to make
a profit at any cost by charging people who cannot afford
to pay their court fines exorbitant supervision fees and
threatening them with jail if they do not pay. SCHR aimed
to take down Sentinel Offender Services (“Sentinel”),
the oldest, largest, and most notorious private probation
company in Georgia, and arguably in the United States.
Sentinel boasts innovations like its “March Madness”
bonus program, which offered cash prizes and a free
vacation to the probation officers with the highest
collections from poor people.

SCHR filed several lawsuits to curb Sentinel’s predatory
practices including one challenging Sentinel’s practice
of charging unauthorized “enrollment fees” in addition
to exorbitant monthly “supervision fees.” Protracted
litigation in combination with the passage of a 2015 law,
written and shepherded by SCHR, hit the company hard.
Sentinel announced in March 2017 that it had “become
politically and fiscally untenable” to do business in
Georgia; that the program had become “financially no
longer feasible to operate;” and withdrew all business
from Georgia.

Co-counsel: Caplan Cobb, LLP

Southern Center for Human Rights
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Plaintiff Cindy Davison with her
late brother, Randall Davison

Photo Credit: Cindy Davison




OR. HANEY CHARACTERIZED THE SMU AS “ONE OF THE HARSHEST AND MOST DRACONIAN . .. FACILITIES
| HAVE SEEN IN OPERATION ANYWHERE IN THE COUNTRY,” AND ITS PRISONERS AS “AMONG THE MOST
PSYCHOLOGICALLY TRAUMATIZED PERSONS | HAVE EVER ASSESSED IN THIS CONTEXT.”

he Special Management Unit (“SMU") at Georgia

Diagnostic and Classification Prison is Georgia’s most
restrictive prison facility. Prisoners assigned to the SMU
spend 23 to 24 hours per day confined to isolation cells
that have covers over the windows and solid metal doors.
Prisoners cannot leave their cells unless they wear leg and
wrist restraints and have two or more officers escorting
each prisoner. They are allowed only five hours per week of
recreation time inside a solitary metal cage.

SCHR represents Timothy Gumm, who filed suit to challenge
his ongoing confinement in the SMU. Mr. Gumm was held

in the SMU for over 7 years even though the facility’'s
classification team recommended him for release on 14
separate occasions.

Dr. Craig Haney, a prominent psychologist whose research
documents the harm caused by segregated confinement,
toured the SMU in October 2017, interviewed prisoners, and
prepared a report. In his report, Dr. Haney characterized

the SMU as “one of the harshest and most draconian . . .

facilities | have seen in operation anywhere in the country,”
and its prisoners as “among the most psychologically
traumatized persons | have ever assessed in this context.”

Co-counsel: Allen Garrett, Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

Southern Center for Human Rights



FISCAL YEAR 2017 FINANCIALS

To carry on our work, the Southern Center for Human Rights depends on the generous support of foundations,
individuals, firms, and organizations. SCHR receives no government funding.

For the sixth consecutive year, the Southern Center for Human Rights earned a 4-star rating from Charity
Navigator in 2017. This is Charity Navigator’s highest possible rating and indicates that SCHR is accountable,

transparent, and financially healthy and efficient. Only 5% of the charities evaluated by Charity Navigator have
received this ranking.

2017 REVENUE

8.1%

. Individuals & Foundations | $2,159,998

| $431,573
| $315,371
13.6%
| $257,563
2017 EXPENSES
5.4%
@ oo | $2,354,009
‘ Administrative | $244,924
. Fundraising | $148,329

85.7%

2017 Annual Report
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MAUREEN DEL DUCA, CHAIR
Northrop Grumman Corp.
Washington, DC

JAMES KWAK, VICE CHAIR
University of Connecticut School of Law
Amherst, MA

GREGORY T. CAMP, TREASURER
Newfield Capital
New York, NY

L. JOSEPH LOVELAND, SECRETARY
King & Spalding LLP
Atlanta, GA

WILLIAM ABRAMS
Foster Pepper PLLC
Seattle, WA

JANET DEWART BELL, PH.D.
New York, NY

JAMES BOSWELL
King and Spalding LLP
Atlanta, GA

MICHAEL A. CAPLAN
Caplan Cobb LLP
Atlanta, Georgia

U.W. CLEMON
Birmingham, AL

MAWULI DAVIS
The Davis Bozeman Law Firm
Decatur, GA

RAJESH DE
Mayer Brown LLP
Washington, DC

DAVID DEBRUIN
Jenner & Block LLP
Washington, DC

RONAN DOHERTY
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore LLP
Atlanta, GA

E. MICHELLE DRAKE
Berger Montague PC
Minneapolis, MN

ANN FORT
Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP
Atlanta, Georgia

JAMES M. GARLAND
Covington & Burling LLP
Washington, DC

C. ALLEN GARRETT
Kilpatrick Stockton LLP
Atlanta, GA

VIVIANNE GUEVARA, LMSW
Federal Defenders of New York Eastern District
Brooklyn, NY

KATHARINE HUFFMAN
The Raben Group
Washington, DC

MARY C. KENNEDY
Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer LLP
Washington, DC

LAUREN SUDEALL
Georgia State University College of Law
Atlanta, GA

ALEXANDER RUNDLET
Montoya Law, PA.
Miami, Florida

L. CHRIS STEWART
Stewart, Seay & Felton
Atlanta, GA

DONALD B. VERRILLI, JR.
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP
Washington, DC

HENRY WEINSTEIN
University of California Irvine School of Law
Irvine, CA

ELIZABETH ZITRIN
World Coalition Against the Death Penalty
San Francisco, CA

1 O 0 O/ of SCHR board members made personal
contributions to support our work In .
(o ibuti pp k in 2017
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THE SOUTHERN CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IS GRATEFUL TO OUR
SUPPORTERS FOR STANDING WITH US AS WE PRESS ON.

instagram.com/thesoutherncenter

@ linkedin.com/southerncenter
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