TRANSLATED,
from the JAPANESE,






IN FEBRUARY, WHEN MY MIND WAS UNCLOQUDED ENQUGH TO

APPRAISE EVERYTHING, I DECIDED WE WOULD RETURN TO

CALIFORNIA. YOUR GRANDMOTHER, AUNT, AND UNCLE DID NOT
UNHAPPY TERMS

N
AGREE WITH THIS CHOICE, AND WE LEFT ON
IT WAS ALL VERY UNDERSTANDABLE.

oLinas
[
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SEO

Departures

|'

TSITTING NEXT TO PEOPLE WHO

LOREN, BUT THE MAN IN QUR
RFUL TOWARD YOU IMMEDIATELY.
R

o

N7

SITY PROFESSOR, FROM
ALLY, ON HIS WAY TO A CONFER-
ELEVY, HE AND T EXCHANGED A FEW

UT HE WAS ESPECIALLY HAPPY

VR




FAR INTQ THE FLIGHT, I
BEGAN TO FEEL ANXIETY,
AND T ASKED THE MAN
/ IF I COULD LEAVE YOU e
BRIEFLY. T GOT UP AND
/ WALKED SLOWLY, READY
TO TURN BACK WHEN YOU
CRIED, BUT YOU DIDN'T,

™™

AN
l

T
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YOU SLEPT FOR LONG
INTERVALS, AND EACH TIME
YOU AWOKE, THE MAN SET
DOWN HIS BOOK AND TURNED
TO YOU, AS IF HE HAD TUST
BEEN BIDING HIS TiME,

L STAYED IN THE RESTROOM
A LONG TIME TO COLLECT
MYSELF. 1T CLOSED MY EYES,
TOOK DEEP BREATHS, AND
TRIED TO ENVISION MY
LOCATION FROM A LONG
DISTANCE., 1T WAS SOME-
THING THAT ALWAYS GAVE
ME A FEELING OF VITALITY.

S

1L¥

NO SM
IN LAV,
/
> (—
¢ (&
\_




BEFORE RETURNING TO MY
SEAT, L ASKED A STEWARDESS
FOR WATER. SHE BRANDED ME
A BOTTLE AND ASKED TF T
WOULD ALSO LIKE SOME
SNACK FOR YOU, AND PERHAPS
ADRINK FOR MY HUSBAND.

THE STRANGE T
MAYBE SHE WAS NOT
AFTER ALL.,

e

Aooooog




WHEN WE LANDED, THE PROFES-
SOR LEFT THE PLANE WITH US
IN SILENCE. AFTER TWELVE
, HE WAS A
N, HE BOWED
——— TO US BOTH AND DISAPPEARED
N C O Ok PEOPLE
CABS.

m
~x

L HAD NOT T
THERE ALON

HOUGHT AHEAD TO THAT MOMENT SOMEHOW. STANDING
E, I WANTED TO BE INVISIBLE, TO EVAPORATE,

37
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