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CHRONOLOGY OF SAN QUENTIN SIX FRAME-UP

LATE SIXTIES, EARLY SEVENTIES:

Prior to the 1971 San Quentin Six indictments,
Hugo Pinell and Fleeta Drumgo, along with fellow
inmates, including George Jackson, had fought
against prison authorities' attempts to whip up
racial hatred among prisoners. They strongly
protested the January, 1970 murder of three
Black prisoners.

In November, 1970, Johnny Spain 1is put into
the hole at Soledad for possession of literature
alleged to be "inflammatory" -- his personal
writings about prison life.

At San Quentin, Willie Tate and David Johnson
vigorously protest the fatal gassing and beating
of Fred Billingslea. Also at San Quentin, Luis
Talamantez successfully fights frame-up charges
of assault, stemming from a March, 1970 incident
in which Luis actually breaks up a fight among
prisoners.

JANUARY 13, 1970

Three Black prisoners - Nolan, Edwards, and
Miller - are killed by a Soledad prison guard.
Two of them had been involved in a suit against
Soledad, exposing the racist, hate-mongering
tactics employed by prison officials. These
killings are ruled "justifiable homicide" by the
Grand Jury. A Soledad guard, 0.G. Mill is kill-
ed shortly thereafter.

JANUARY 16, 1970

Fleeta Drumgo, John Clutchette, and George
Jackson are accused of murdering Mills.

Angela Davis joins the campaign to free the
Soledad Brothers. (After George Jackson was mur-
dered in 1971 the two surviving Soledad Brothers
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were acquitted of charges by a jury.)

AUGUST 7, 1970

Jonathan Jackson, younger brother of George
Jackson, walks into the Marin County courtroom
where a Black San Quentin prison activist, James
McClain, is standing trial. McClain, Jackson,
and inmate-witnesses William Christmas and Ruchell
Magee take hostages. Jackson, McClain, Christmas,
and Superior Court Judge Haley are killed.

-—Angela Davis and Ruchell Magee are subse-
quently accused of murder, kidnap, and conspir-
acy in connection with the above events. (Da-
vis was acquitted in June, 1972. Magee was
acquitted of murder, and there was a hung jury
on the kidnap charges in March, 1973. In Jan-
uary of 1975 Magee was sentenced to life in
prison on the basis of an alleged guilty plea.)

AUGUST 21, 1971

George Jackson is fatally shot in the back by
prison guards at San Quentin. Two other inmates
and three guards are also killed. 1In the days
that follow, Adjustment Center (AC) inmates are
beaten, shot, burned, and generally brutalized.
Several contradicting stories are released to
the press and public. For example:

--The "cap" under which Jackson is alleged to

have hidden a pistol, which he is said to have

smuggled into the prison after an attorney vi-

sit, changed to a "wig''. The '"thirty seconds"

Jackson was alleged to have spent shooting it

out in the Adjustment Center (San Quentin's

maximum security unit) is changed to twenty
minutes.

--Authorities say that Jackson smuggled in a

"9 mm Spanish Astra m-600" under an Afro wig.

The San Francisco Chronicle had reporters re-

enact the alleged feat and discovered it could

not be done. After the Chronicle results were
published, a new story was leaked in which the
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gun became a lighter and smaller Spanish Llama
Corto. In the Grand Jury hearings it ended

up as a 9 mm Astra.

--The exit wound in Jackson's back became an
entrance wound.

SEPTEMBER 13, 1971

New York Governor Nelson Rockefeller orders the

assault on insurgent Attica, resulting in the
deaths of Attica prisoners and guards. Sixty
prisoners are being prosecuted, yet no State or
Federal officials are being charged.

OCTOBER 1, 1971

The San Quentin Six and Attorney Stephen Bing-
ham are indicted for murder and conspiracy stem-
ming from the events of August 21.

--The indictment is forced through despite

objections and subsequent resignations of

three Grand Jurors. One of the horrified

Grand Jurors called the proceedings '"falla-

cious and immoral". Another declared that

"What this Grand Jury does is not justice but

vengeance".

—-Pre-trial hearings begin. The Six arrive

in court chained, manacled, and shackled.

JANUARY, 1973

Fleeta Drumgo wins a pre-trial motion to have
the court appoint and pay an attorney of his
(Drumgo's) choice, but this ruling promptly is
overturned by the California Supreme Court.

NOVEMBER, 1973

Howard Moore Jr., the only Black attorney in
the San Quentin Six case, is cited for contempt
by presiding Judge Henry Broderick for merely
attempting to present an oral argument on a pre-
trial motion he had just submitted in writing.



JANUARY 17, 1974

Superior Court Judge Vernon Stoll dismisses
the murder-conspiracy indictments against the
San Quentin Six on the grounds that the selec-
tion process of the Grand Jury excluded Blacks,
Chicanos, Latinos, blue-collar workers, and
youth as jurors. However by December, 1974, the
San Francisco District Court of Appeals reverses
this momentous decision thus reinstating the in-
dictments against the Six.

JULY, 1974

The trial of the San Quentin Six's Civil Suit
against the California Prison system charging
cruel and unusual punishment begins. The trial
exposes the brutality and misery inside the in-
famous Adjustment Center. The Six demand that
Federal Court Judge Zirpoli release them from
the AC and order the Department of Corrections
to shut down the AC altogether.

DECEMBER, 1974

District Court of Appeals reverses the his-
toric Stoll decision.

JANUARY, 1975

Willie Tate, one of the Six wins release on
$500,000 bond after completing the final year
of his original sentence. Release is won des-
pite the "arbitrary high-handed maneuvers of
the State Supreme Court to keep him in custody",
in the words of Attorney Howard Moore.

JANUARY 29, 1975

California Supreme Court turns down the Six's
request for a hearing, thereby affirming the
San Francisco Court of Appeals' ruling which re-
versed Judge Stoll's decision. After 30 days,
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the original murder-conspiracy indictment against
the Six is once again in effect.

i.I.SISHH -I-IIM HM FEBRUARY 21, 1975
i SOWBH I_LS'SEH Pretrial motions resumed with Judge Henry A.

Broderick presiding.
MARCH 3, 1975

Hugo Pinell enters court with a patch over his
left eye as a result of a beating by San Quentin
guards. Johnny Spain appears with contusions on
his left cheek. The beatings resulted from the
brothers' protest at the lack of adequate medical
care for ailing Johnny Spain.

MARCH 6, 1975

Arguments challenging the fairness and impar-
tiality of the current jury selection process are
heard. One by one, all of the defendents (with
the exception of Willie Tate, free on bail) are
ejected from court following their protests at
Judge Broderick's refusal to hear defense argu-
ments and at the lack of adequate medical care
for ailing Johnny Spain.

MARCH 14, 1975

By this date, Judge Broderick has denied:
1) a change of venue motion filed because of the
inflammatory and prejudicial Marin County press;
2) a motion to sever the Six's cases from that of
Stephen Bingham (white lawyer reported last in
Canada, who is alleged to have passed a gun to
George Jackson on Aug. 21, 1971); 3) appeals to
remove the chains and shackles with which the
Six are led like animals to and from court; 4)
4) appeals to provide medical attention for Johnny
Spain who must be periodically removed from the
courtroom because of agonizing muscle spasms and
other undetermined illnesses.




MARCH 24, 1975:

Judge Broderick affirms the prejudicial and
unnecessary shackling and chaining of the Six
during court sessions. He also refuses to en-
tertain the motion to have himself removed as
the presiding judge.

MARCH 25, 1975

The process of jury selection begins.

MARCH 26, 1975

Defense attorneys argue a motion demanding the
judge order a mistrial because the slavery-day
chaining and shackling of the brothers constitute
and unquestionable violation of their fair trial
rights. Motion denied.

~Bourgeois press circulates totally unfounded
rumors that Hugo Pinell stabbed his court-
appointed attorney, Lynn Carmen, in the throat.

-Carmen vehemently denies this vicious rumor
while emphasizing that his throat bore no stab
wounds of any sort.
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MARCH 27, 1975

Defense Attorney Frank Cox files a dramatic
and revealing motion charging that the D.A. is in
possession of certain evidence which proves that
prison authorities, along with the state, had
foreknowledge of and aided and abetted in the
events of Aug. 21, 1971. Motion to gain access
to such evidence, including certain FBI files, is
denied.

APRIL, 1975

Jury selection continues. Existence of
"secret witness" revealed by prosecution. In
spite of defense attorneys' rightful insistence
that this person's identity be revealed, so that
an adequate defense might be prepared, Judge
Broderick orders that this witness remain anon-
ymous until 21 days before he/she testifies.

MAY 6, 1975

Only remaining Black juror out of 600 called
to this date is preemptorily dismissed (without
cause) by the prosecution. Fleeta Drumgo and
David Johnson are ejected from the court after
vociferously protesting.

MAY 8, 1975

In what appears to be an attempt to justify
the racist removal of the only Black juror from
the jury box, prosecutor Herman charges that one
of the defense investigators, Victoria Mercado,
had been seen talking to Ann Smith (a prospective
juror) twice prior to her dismissal. Ms. Mercado
is tried for jury tampering; a ruling is not ex-
pected before the end of the trial.



MAY 19, 1975

Johnny Spain is excused from court and taken to
S.F. General Hospital for medical tests. He is
chained to the hospital bed and surrounded by
heavily armed SQ guards. A few days later, Johnny
is snmatched from the hospital by prison authorities
over his doctor's strong objections. Despite much

protest, Johnny was not returned to the hospital and

still suffers from an undiagnosed ailment,

JUNE, 1975

Jury selection continues.

JULY, 1975

By mid-July jury selection is complete. Of 12
jurors, eleven are white and one black. (Of a
total of 1400 in the jury pool, only 8 were Black.
Although Marin County has a 2.5Z Black populace,
only .57% of all jurors called were Black.)

JULY 14, 1975

Luis Talamantez, David Johnson, and Hugo Pinell
are beaten, gassed, chained and dragged from their
Adjustment Center cells, and appear in court reek-
ing of gas and covered with bruises. The assault
by prison guards was the result of a direct order
by Judge Broderick that Luis Talamantez be placed
in the court's holding cell as "punishment' for
objecting to Broderick's ruling during a previous
court day, that one of Luis' counsel, Ernest Graves,
could not question an obviously prejudiced prospec-
tive juror.

JULY 28, 1975

Prosecution begins opening statement. D.A.
Jerry Herman admits that there is no direct evi-
dence that any of the six actually killed any of
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the guards or inmates on August 21, 1971, and that
he would have to rely on conspiracy theories of
aiding and abetting in order to convict. San
Quentin Six Defense Committee and other supporters
hold demonstration to protest injustices, chaining
and shackling of the defendants and the seating of
a jury of non-peers.

AUGUST 1, 1975.

Following the Lraudmark '".S., Supreme Court
decision which upheld the right of defendants to
act as their own counsel, Hugo Pinell submits a
motion to be allowed to act as his own counsel.

AUGUST 7, 1975

Hugo Pinell gra.ted the right to be his own
counsel but would not change the ruling to remove
the chains and shackles. San Quentin guard Daniel
Scarborough, a prosecution witness, testified un-
der cross—-examination that he saw a letter in
November or December of 1970 from the FBI alerting
the prison of the smuggling plan.

AUGUST 9, 1975

A political-cultural event hosted by the San
Quentin Six Defense Committee in memory of James
McClain, Jonathan Jackson, William Christmas and
other fallen comrades.

AUGUST 15, 1975

Another people's victory--Joan Little freed.
Joan Little, young black woman freed of second
degree murder charges.

AUGUST 16, 1975

San Quentin officials release to the public
that all Adjustment Center guards are to be searched
prior to admittance.



AUGUST 17, 1975

San Quentin officials issue to the public a
statement that a Black Panther Party leader Elaine
Brown brought cocaine to the prison when she visit-
ed Johnny Spain on August 3rd. (Elaine Brown did
not visit Johnny Spain on that day according to
prison records and Black Panther Party release.)

AUGUST 18-20, 1975

Kenneth McCray, the only witness against
Talamantez testifies that he overheard Luis
Talamantez' conversation in Spanish with defend-
ant Hugo in which he said Talamantez complained
that a cord being used to strangle another guard
was not tight enough. Under cross-examination
by Robert Carrow, Luis' counsel, he stated that
he could not remember what was said. Bernard C.
Betts admitted that he did not see any weapon in
the attache case or tape recorder when he examined
the objects. Daniel P. Scarborough testified that
he saw a letter from the FBI in November or Decem-
ber of 1970 giving the prison foreknowledge of the
escape. Sterling John Unangst said on the stand
that there is no way for an escape to be arranged
through the mail.

AUGUST 21, 1975

Fourth anniversary of George Jackson's murder
by San Quentin guards. Vigil held by San Quentin
Six Defense Committee outside trial site amidst
heavy FBI and Marin County Sheriff surveillance.
Kenneth McCray, the sargeant in charge of the
Adjustment Center on that day admits that he was
carrying a pen knife at the time his throat was
cut. He said, "just about everybody who worked
at the prison had a srall knife of some kind."
Five knives belonging to guards among which was
a switchblade were recovered after the August 2lst
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incident. Although possession of a switchblade is
a misdemeanor and possession of such weapons inside
prison is a violation, no prison employee has been
prosecuted or disciplined. Bombing of two Marin
Sheriff cars at the site of the trial purported

to have been done by the New World Liberation Front
as an expression of solidarity by the underground.
The cars were empty.

WHY THE SIX NEED YOUR SUPPORT

The San Quentin Six are not treated by the
State as men, but as animals and slaves. All
six men have been living in the San Quentin AC
for almost 4 years. They live in 6' by 8' cells,
sleep on steel slates, are permitted no outdoor
exercise, and are not allowed to participate in
the prison's educational or vocational programs.
Medical care is almost non-existent. Every time
they leave their cells they are locked in an in-
tricate network of chains and manacles and sha-
ckles, including neck chains. The intention of
the slavery-day chaining and other unreasonable
and excessive security measures in court is
clearly to make it appear that these brothers
are dangerous criminals, thus driving over the
constitutional right to presumption of innocence.

The San Quentin Six are prime targets of bru-
tality, harrassment and frequent threats by pri-
son guards because they have chosen to stand up
and organize against their extreme oppression
as Black and Brown prisoners.

During the trial of their Civil suit against
the Department of Corrections all of the Six
dramatically testified that they had been gassed,
harrassed, beaten, and tortured by guards. Sev-
eral were told by guards that they would never
leave the AC alive. During the trial itself,
Johnny Spain came to court one morning with a
bloodied jacket - he had been forcibly shaved by
guards.
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THE SAN QUENTIN SIX ARE VICTIMS OF A POLITICAL AND
FASCIST CONSPIRACY ORIGINATING FROM THE HIGHEST
LEVELS OF STATE GOVERNMENT.

The beatings, chainings, constant threats,
and the repeated denial of fundamental human and
democratic rights, coupled with the various con-
tradictory official versions about the events of
August, 1971 at San Quentin, and the lack of any
real evidence against the Six leads a reasonable
person to one conclusion - that the State is at-
tempting to silence the Six. Why? Because like
George Jackson, the San Quentin Six have become
outspoken representatives of the movement behind
the walls, a movement which poses a real threat
to the continued rule of prison authorities by
racism and terror.

THE SAN QUENTIN SIX NEED YOUR SUPPORT. YOU ARE
‘'THEIR HOPE.

When you fight against the inhumane and undem-
ocratic treatment to which the San Quentin Six
are subjected, you are standing up for your rights
and the rights of all prisoners and oppressed
people. A victory for the Six would mean a vic-
tory for all prisoners and all progressive people.

WHAT YOU CAN DO:

1. Join the San Quentin Six Defense Committee
3169 16th Street
San Francisco, California
(415) 626-0690
Get on our mailing list.

2. Donate badly needed funds for legal fees and
office operation expenses.

3. Write the Brothers and express your solidar-
ity.

Fleeta Drumgo B10837 Luis Talamantez A93537

12

cI

BADT] SIOS SO @p B1]UOD UD [Ead BIJOUSPIA® eung
-UTu 9p B3ITEJ BT UPTqUE] UTIUIMY ues us T/6T
9P 031S08e US SOPTIINDO SOJU3AD SO 91q0S ,SEBTl

-031DTpe13jUO0D, L ,S3[BIDTJO, SSUOTISIIA SETIBA

SET B OPTUN SODT3RIDOWAP A SOUBWNY SOYDIIAp

SODTSEq SOT 2p UOTOBTOTA EBNUTIUOCD B K sajuey
-SU0D SezZeuswe ‘sOjuaTuweuspeEduUs ‘sadyod so]

*TB3IB1IS3 .UID[QOZ [ap SOITE SEW SI[9ATU

SOT 9PSop BUFB}I0 Tend B[ EBISESE] A EOT3FTOd
u913911dsu03 BUN 9D SBUTIOTA UOS SIS SO

*BTOU93STS91 oleq uoiejiaje o] seIpiend

soT @nb B4A ‘opejusaiduesua cdiiqe ns uUOD BUBU
-eu epun oura uieds Auyop ‘oroyn[ T8 @jueang

*SOATA Ojuatwelsnly ap ox)

-u@) Top ueiples edunu anb uoaalip o1 seipaend

SOT ‘sopol V ‘'sefpaend sol i1od sed uod SOpPeIXTJ]

-Se Ised L ‘sopezeuawe ‘sOopeiIniliol UOIaNj SOTT?

Sopo3 9nb uoieOdTIT1s?9] sTas so] ‘Teuad ojusum
-ej3iedep T® ®I3juO0d TTATD OIOIn{ T3 @ajueang
! "10T0D
3p 0 so0a3au Soa2uO0TISTId owod BWIIIXD UPIDQJd
-0 BT BaI3U0D 3d1eZTuEB310 4 S9IqUOY OWOD ISIB
-ed B UOI3TPTISap 9S SOTT3 anbaod upystad e 9P
sefpiend so] ap @231ed 3p SeZEBUSWE S3JU3INDIIF L
-s9ToWw ‘pepIIEINIq 3P SOOUETQ UOS SI3S SO7]
‘epeqoad eas pep

-ITTqedInd e anb e3sey BfOousdOUT Ip TERUOIONJIII

-5uo0d e;queze% BT 1IN13S9p BIdUBW BIS3 3P A SOS

-013179d S9TBUTWIID owod uedzaiede seuosiad sej]

-s2 anb eied uUOS 0S3dxX?2 U2 PEPIINZEIS ap Seplpau

SB110 £ SOJUSTWEUIPERIUD so03isy 'Sesodsa A s93977
-T113 ‘seuoped uauwud 9] sepIo2d sSns Ip uales anb
ZoA BpPE) °"93U3ISTXD OU TSED S3 ODTP3W OPEPIND

Td uQTIsSTad B] 9p SOTBUOIDOEDOA O SITRUOTOEBINPI

sewei3oad soy] oo aedivriaed uspsand ooodwes ‘aagq
-I7 @aTe Te sorldroaale asdey a3jtwiad sa] as ou

A& oi9o® ap sozepad us uswisnp ‘ g7 1od ,9 uaprw

anb sepTad us uaATA ‘SOUE 013end 3p sew l1od

uylusand) ues ap ojuajuwelsnfy ap oajzus) suwejuy

19 U OPTATIA uBY SOI2UOTSTad SIaS SOT *SOABRTD

-S9 O SaJEBWIUE OWOD OUIS Ope3IS? T3 10d aiquoy
OWOD SOPEIEBI] UOS OU WFIUSAND UBS 3P ST3S SO

0A0dV NS NVIISADIN SIAS SOT AN0Y0d



*gyony eajsanu e olaufp A odwayl ns BIZai13JQ°/
*329 ‘@sel2 ns e ‘odnial
ns B 37iIBTqRY B 23ITWOD [2p SOIqWaTw UN B I3IFAUL‘Q
*pEPARTOS BT 3P [9°1BD B[ U@ Souruw
-134 SO 9p SOJUPTWERUIPEOUd SO] opuelsajoad yrod
-177 ® & S2UOTDO3110D 9p 103J31Tp e ‘IOPRUIdS NS
e ‘lopeuiaqod e ‘)}OTiapolig zan[ Te ITEqJIIST°¢
*(eaoy £ eydaj el eied 23TWOd
19 uod 03d0BjuU0D ud aseduod) 23100 B ® B3USp‘H
v) ‘0dstduei ues

399138 Yi9T 691¢ 19488V
?3el STTTTM TT2uTd 03ny
cL984d L8€9Td

uredg Auuyor uosuyor pyaeqd
LEGEEV LEBOTH
Zajuewele] SIN] o3uniqg B319914

:SOpIUN souw

-B31S3 @Nb 3TOPUIIDTP SOUBWIAIY SOT B ITBQIIIST'E
‘ ‘safedat

solsed £ sope8oqe ieSed eaed oasuyp eANQTIUO)°Y
0690-929 (ST%)
BTUIOJTITE) ‘ODSTOUEBI UES

1994135 Y3I9T 69T¢
ST9S SO 9p ESU3Ia([ ap 83ITWO) Te aseun’]

$¥AOVH Fadnd And

*SOopo3 eied BTIOIDIA BUN S STaS so] eied BT10]
-2Ia eup -sepruiido seuosiad sepol ap SOYdIIIaIap
sol l1od onb Ten31 soyoaasp sns i1od opuariequod
B1S9 paisn ‘STas SOT Uaqydal anb odT3eidowap

ou A OSOTOTA O3Ba3 [d 23BqWOD PIISN OPUEN)

*VZNVY3dSd VIINN NS ST ddLsn
*0X04V NS NVIISADAN SIAS SOT

*101123 T® A owsIdoel T3 ueaid anb saueld ns ap
9s5eq ® soa3uolsTad sol B opuajwrido IeNUIjuOod
ap saueTd sSnNs B O3jUEBND Ud UOISTid BT 9P SIpep
PEPTi0INE SBT B BZEUSWE EBI3PEPIIA BUN 3I3TQRISI
anb ojuatwiAow un ‘uoystad B UD OJUITWTAOW T
9p Ssaijuejuasalidal ua OpPTiI2AUOD UuBY IS STOS SO]
uosyoel 931099 owod anbaog ;onbaog °sias soy e
ieJTeD °p OpuelE1] BIS3 OpPEISd [ ¥Nb -uQETINTD
-uod eBUN B IB33T[ @TqruUOSEl BUOSiad Iafnbjend e

David Johnson B16387 Johnny Spain B8672

Hugo Pinell A88461 Willie Tate
3169 16th St.
San Fran. CA.

San Quentin Prison

Tamal, California

Come to Court. (Contact the Committee for
dates and times.)

Write Judge Broderick, Governor Pat Brown,
congressional delegates, Director of Cor-
rections, and Judge Zirpoli protesting the
slavery-day chaining of the Brothers.

Invite a Committee member to speak to your
group/class/organization.

Offer your time and money to the struggle of
the San Quentin Six.
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George Jackson

""Settle your quarrels, come
together, understand the
reality of our situation,
understand that fascism is
already here, that people are
already dying who could be
saved, that generations more
will die or live poor
butchered half-lives

if you fail to act.

Do what must be done, discover
your humanity and your love
in revolution. Pass on the
torch. Join us, give up

your life for the people."

Assassinated August ,1971



