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Bringing Europe’'s dream of integration to East Asia!

Dr. Schwimmer, former Secretary General of the Council of Europe, speaks in 3 cities

The ideal of Cheon Il Guk means creating an
environment of one world family under God's love. A
nation achieving something close to this ideal in the
contemporary context may be the United States of
America, which was settled by emigrants from diverse
racial and religious backgrounds. But it is Europe that
has advanced a regional cooperation and integration
among the existing sovereign states.

For instance, now 24 states use EURO as their
common single currency, while 25 nations allow their
citizens to cross across their common borders without
passport control, free flows of goods, money and
services without customs control. Roughly speaking,
citizens of the 28 countries forming the Europen Union

can live in any of these countries for study, employment
or marriage. They more or less experience like one
nation divided only by their linguistic barriers.

In Asia, by comparison, especially the East Asia
consisting Japan, South and North Koreas, China
and Taiwan witness little clues for their integration,
rather, undergoing sour relations, hampering mutual
cooperation. However, the CIG ideal essentially
requires collaboration between Japan and South
Korea, or the re-unification of the Korean peninsula.

In this light, Japan's Council of Ambassadors for Peace
as well as the Universal Peace Federation-Japan
invited Dr. Walter Schwimmer who had served in the

forefront of the European integration and peace. His
lecture programs were organized in Tokyo, Osaka and
Sapporo under the title: Peace-building processes in
Europe and Proposals to East Asia.

Dr. Schwimmer served the Council of Europe (CoE),
a 47-nation intergovernmental body of Europe, as
its secretary general for five years since 1999. Still
pursuing the dream of one Europe, he is currently
engaged in the World Public Forum Dialogue of
Civilizations, a non-government organization endorsed
by the United Nations, as its co-chair.

Dr. Yong Cheon Song, UPF-Japan's Regional
Chair, met with Dr. Schwimmer while Dr. Song was
responsible for the UPF Europe. Moved by Dr.
Schwimmer's passion for one Europe, Dr. Song read
carefully Dr. Schwimmer's book entitled 'The European
Dream'. Dr. Schwimmer later helped UPF organize the
Europe-Urasia Dialogue. This time, he came over to
Japan at the invitation of Dr. Song.

The CoE has aspired to create one peaceful Europe on
the principles of democracy, human rights and rule of
law. It was established in 1949, shortly after the World
War Il, developing to cover most of the countries in the
European continent of 800 million people.

In Tokyo, Japan-Europe Leadership Forum on April
3rd was attended by 26 current members of the Diet,
Japan's national parliament, 5 foreign ambassadors
as well as some 90 scholars, journalists and religious
figures. In the following two days, Japan-Europe
Special Seminar Program brought 540 guests in Osaka
and 650 guests in Sapporo respectively.

Cherry blossoms in full bloom exclaimed Dr.
Schwimmer in Tokyo and Osaka, while he was exited
by snowy streets in Sapporo, capital of the northern
island of Hokkaido.

Press conference

at Press Center, Tokyo,
with main news
organizations

A press conference with reporters of major news media (April
3rd, Press Center)

Dr.Schwimmer's visit to Japan was
overshadowed by a crisis in Ukraine, especially
following Russia's annexation of Crimea. The
subsequent tension between Russia vs. the
USA and Europe has become one of the most
serious challenges in the post-Cold War era.
Thanks to his high-level experiences in the
European diplomacy and his relations with
Russian leadership through the World Public
Forum which he chairs, Japan's major media
organizations sent their reporters to listen to his
views.

In a press conference at the National Press
Center right after his lecture in Tokyo, Dr.
Schwimmer pointed out, as one reason of the
escalated tension, that European leaders did
not utilize good offices of the CoE in which
both Russia and Ukraine were its members.
He stressed that the crisis should be resolved
through peaceful diplomacy and dialogue. His
interviews were published by several major
newspapers.
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The 3-day, 3-city itinerary was accompanied by Dr.
and Mrs. Song as well as Rev. Eiji Tokuno, President
of UPF-Japan. They introduced Dr. Schwimmer to the
guests and exchanged friendship with them.

In his welcome remark, Dr. Song hoped to "apply
Europe's wisdoms towards its integration and peace
in the tension-rising north east Asia." For this lecture
program, Dr. Thomas Walsh, President of UPF
International, accompanied the tour, introducing UPF's
global activities including peace initiatives for the
Middle East and the North East Asia. The audience
was impressed by UPF's interfaith endeavors that
are drawing attention of the United Nations and the
Vatican, the heart of the Catholic faith.

At the onset of each lecture, Dr. Schwimmer paid
tribute to a Japanese woman called Mitsuko Aoyama
who got married to an Austrian diplomat, because their
son, Count Richard Coudenhove-Calerghi, advocated
and pioneered the contemporary Pan-Europe
Movement after World War One.

Europe currently consists of 49 nations, large and
small, with many ethnic groups and about 200

languages. Its history was tainted with bloodshed
from struggles among royalities and countries over
territories, peoples as well as religious allegiance
and ideologies. The two World Wars in the 20th
century began in Europe. Dr. Schwimmer expressed
lamentation by saying, "Precious lives of millions of
young people were lost for senseless wars!"

Out of the war-torn Europe, some courageous
statesmen such as Sir Winston Churchill of the Great
Britain raised their voices for a peaceful and integrated
Europe, leading to an establishment of the CoE, which
envisioned "one Europe from Laykabik (Ilceland) to
Vladivostok (Russia's Far East)", as Dr. Schwimmer
put it. Shortly, however, Europe was divided with the
so-called 'lron Curtain', leading to the Cold War with
threats of nuclear holocaust in the latter half of the
20th century.

Right after the Berlin Wall was dismantled in 1989,
Dr. Schwimmer joined the like-minded politicians
and diplomats in the Parliamentary Assembly of the
CoE as one of Austria's representatives. Against
many odds stemming from distrust and hostility, he
worked hard to bring Russia into the democratic
Europe in the aftermath of the Cold War . As a result,
Russia joined the CoE by 1996, then several former
communist nations joined '‘Common Family of Europe'
(Gorbachev).

Dr. Schwimmer's endeavors for East Europe might
be in tandem with the sincere efforts of True Father,
who held a meeting with then President Gorbachev
in Moscow in 1990, discussing ways and means of
Russia's soft-landing out of the communism.

Incidentally, the CoE has its blue-color flag with
12 golden stars forming a ring and its anthem,
Beethoven's 'Ode to Joy' (from his Symphony No.9)
arranged by the world-famous Austrian conductor
Karajan. When the European Union was formed later,
it adopted the same flag and the anthem. It was the
EU, however, that has steadily substantiated Europe
without walls and tension.

According to Dr. Schwimmer, Europe's process of
integration was initiated by the reconciliatory efforts
dismantling their historic resentments and filling
gaps of distrust, particularly between Germany and
France. Their efforts resulted in the establishment of
the European Community of Coal and Steel, which
would place the management of coal and steel, the
two most vital resources to produce conventional
weapons, to the international control among the six
member states. This system later developed into the
European Economic Commonuty (EEC) and, finally
the European Union (EU).

Each of his lectures was concluded with the following
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notes: "In spite of what remains to be done, | believe
that we have taken a great step forward and, with the
help of all who believe in the vision of our founding
fathers, we shall accomplish the vision of a united
Europe. A dream of hundreds of European generations
is coming true, and | am convinced that such a dream
is not restricted to Europe. All mankind has much more
in common than what could divide us. "

"As East and South East Asia have a history of
conflicts and ideological rifts, reconciliation of former
enemies and rivals should play a similar role to
Europe."

The audience gave generally positive responses to
his lecture: "Dr. Schwimmer's remarks encouraged
my vision for an Asian community" (a Diet member);
"Following the European lead in reconciliation and
peace, we in Asia should tread steadfast steps towards
our peaceful coexistence" (former university rector);
"I agree with Dr. Walsh in the importance of religious
dimension in international politics and their harmony" (a
military expert); "I wish we could travel freely to South
and North Koreas and China without a visa, just like in
Europe." (end)




