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BIG FLAVE IN THR BLIP CHIP AGE

! AL LI TE F LLLE T

THIS is to explain some of the thinking behind the motion on " A NE™
STATEMENT OF OUR POLITICS " from members of Sheffield BF, I have found
it herd to write, Our discussions have been incomplete., I haven't
done enough work on it., WMy life has changed alect since BE. was born 11
months ago. The branch has been struggling ., although it has recently
revived. "ith the exception of rewent migrants ,we're conscious of

our lack of imput into.the national organisation over the last couple of

years, But.....-.-.ag

BF as a whole seems to have suffered more than it realised at the time
from the departure of so many key members - both to the Tabour Party
and elsewhere. Despite our differences of views, we used to have
consistently interesiing documents written which stimulated debate and
atcivity in the organisation, But since the last conference we seem
to have lost cur way. Many members are unclear about our politics,
Despite the good intentions of the "Emerald Street" motion passed in
Dec. '8l, and the subsequent appeals from the NCyand Kimberley in
particular, the political analysis has been sparse, The '"more interven-
tionist approach,.to..implement campaigns and initiatives " flickered
briefly e.g during the hospital dispute,but has found neither consistent

direction nor response, WY ?

THE CRISIS IN BF IS PART OF A GENERATL CRISIS CF RRVOLUTIONARY POLITICS
This is not to blame everything onsg%%g%ﬂg factors, But the overall
effect of (a) International defe%ts/ (Chile,Portugal, Kampuchea,China,,
Polond - & now Zimbabwe ?),(b) the decline in domestic class militancy,
c) the weakness & fragmentation amongst the autonomous movements,
and the decline of "Beyond the Fragments'" after the Lecds conference;

d) Collapse and/cr decline of sistor organisations in Burope,especially
Lotta Continua, and (e) the "success" of Thatcherist politics and the
Malvinas episode in particular for the ruling class - has dealt hody
blows to BF of a kind which more sectarian/thick skinned or Labour -
entrist groups have been ablec to cushion.

The composition and lifestyle of members have also chenged. More of
us have kids. For a time at least, most of us had waged Jjobs. As Ben
Roberts has commented in his accounts of the far left in Europe, militants
have been less willing to "sacrifice" themselves fo the revolution, Vhich
is no bad thing, But for a small organisation like BF its meant renl
problems, Some people really have worked hard to keep the national
organisation going, And its toaken its toll. Quite rightly, we've
questioned the value of travelling a hundred miles to a commission

meeting we know is unlikely to be well attended. But then those who do P









