ON qudl'S ‘UTONOMY : : T e
FiHI1E ot denylng ourselveq tne rlyht to cr1tlclse the anunomous movementu '

- the-main tagk for. a general politibal” orgenisation like BF is to change our
polltlcalwork as a consecuence of learning from them, and building specific
forms of SOlld?Plty w1yh then, o
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I've been concernéd particularly since the summer scliool about BF's
approach to feminism and rels tionship to the women's movement, .1 felt .
that the summer school was exactly the kind of mlxed forum for discussion
of sdxual-politics we:'nved, but I've also FTelt thatithere has been a L
great deal of confusion around discussion. of the summer uChOOl and uexual
politics', #nd ‘several assumptions made whlch I can't cccent ‘

One,wh:gh_llyﬁ seen ur:tten and heard v01ced is tht there are women in
.BEF ‘wvho don't support BF's politics:of the complex Telationships of
oppressioms but rathor put womens oppression first. I have get to meet

such a-vomen in BF and I think what that assunption hides is an attitude to -

vomengautonomy. vhich-is confused ond distonced. It is this relationship
vhlcn w as Bb aomon nued, cru01a11y to ba cloarer about.

hen I g0 on & reclalm thc leht marech callod ‘to demonstrate ﬁnﬁer over th
the &2 ,000 fine- for rape¢, and on< of the slogens shouted is 'castrate’
raplbtsi which: I-don'!t support, even if I discuss it with thc women
around me , even though I foel bad about it, I can't in eny way cxoect
te prevent thatslogan b91np shouted, and thereiore by being on. that -
march being seen to support it.Nor do I feel in this situation .that what
I'm offering as a women in BF is 'eritical support!' for WAVAW '« I anm
sngry abuot that ‘case cnd I've come to expréss ‘the anger I feel about rape
I am-in: fact actively vart of -ibis demonstration. Yhen male c¢lub owners .. .
or the police move in, I Ulll fight with and for a]lthe women on that march '
and if asked I will’ speak on-behalf of all womem of” mny anger and my T
despair -of :yhat. vonen.everyvherce suffer from nen.

This 15 the practical reality of my involvemocnt Ulth the women 's movomont_
and thé question is how does that reality relate to my committment to BF
polities? I suppesermy. way of understanding BF politics.is-a s a femlnlot.
My commltment to women's struggles first doosnot mean that T beliove = '
that :they're ‘more ‘important than anti~imperialist work, or a commlttmeht‘?
to working c¢lass struggles, it me rely reflects my experience as.an. ) wivi’
1nd1v1dual middle~class white women, vhich neons my cxperience of oprussxon
is as’a’ women, end thereford it ia as aw women that I can identify with
and:organise around the oppression of others,. It is 1y oxperience as a
women which commits ne to revolutionary - trugglu, and to belthb that
to be a necessity for all opressed groups. , : oo

In trying to be clearcr aboutvhat women's autonony rmeins for BF, we must
avoid making hierachies of oppression, our politics won't be better for
substituting omne oppresu on T r 1nother, but Father by ofganising :
differently. In o letter in Nov BF'Dissidemt 'H Hanchester, tries to show
that because in Bouth Africa women will side with men oppasite each
other in the black/white danflict that the oppression of worien through
nale vielence 'is somchow less significant in -that contexg. Yet we know
that women in South Africa are, copressed through sexual violence as clse-
where, and what we YTearn from the women's novement 1 that black women-
will/are orgonising seporetely from men (as well as together) ,that they.
will be cancerned particularly with c« srtain issies .which affcct then
desparately like separatlon from children, and that we must build "Sorldo-i+.
solidarity amoung womun in europe Iorkh thet. -

hnother aren of confusion is' I think the issue of nmens 1nvolvenont in
anti-sexist practice,

WUhile T expect BF nen to be able to explain, and defend antismsexist *
work to men butside BF , I wduld have an unrealistic scnce of what men and
wonen directly stand to losc and gain by the liberation of women .o %hin':
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if T thought that men could participate in the creation of feminist thobry.
In ny experience raising femninist perspectives in canpaipgres both in and
outside BT is not casy. Usually th. beginning of whet becones a substontial
feminist criticue starts lifc as a vaguely generalised wondering, goes
through 2 process of discussion with othdr women , thich confirms experience
and finds explanations, vond is only thon a theoreticilly useful argonent,

It is not ny experience that men cen help that development, rather I have
been forced inte argunents wvhich I cannot substanticte through talking
about wonderings with men before hoving crguments protty well worked out.

I don't think this is cithoer surprising or disapointing - Men don't
have the experience which creates feminist theory,

At the marie time T fear a tendency in nyself and other women to tell
rien what to think or do about feninisnm, and I hate the effect that has on me
as well as on nen, Partly because of this I think is's essential that nen
organise themselves to talk =zbout anti-sexist work and feminist theory,
and to toke action as they feel necessary/motivated.

4t present I think thisis an arex of some concern for BF, UWchave to be
really carefull how we approach male involvement in feninist carmpaigns.
First I'm worried by discussions on nale violonce xrg or abortion for
instsonee, turn so rmuch around what men should do because ' as we're a
nixed orgcnisation we have to give o lead on this! It can ®mx never be
the nost inportant issue. Wonten nust work out their own ideas first no
satter what demands men in the organisation cre naking.

I'n also concerncd by how nen seen to want to always be involved where they'll
be nmost obvious and public - for instance in the discussions about a
Reclain the Night nerch in Hackney, the group has talked about whether
sympathetic men should be allowed to join the narch. I would like to

sce BF men questioning the wholp notion of ‘'political work's. I think
it's herd for men gonerally who've been traditionally invisibly supported
in order to publicly act, toget away from valuing public politics above
all else, But sonme nen in BF have withdrawn from BF politics in order
to be with children. ind that's ah isolated and individual decision for
them, Is thero some way mf that making childeare z prioritye(which has
cnornous effect on the political lives of women) can be a more collectively
considered form of political actiony.

What's good about the sentence about autononmous movenents at the
beginning of these notes, is that it assumes a closeness to the struggle
which mekes it mean something.If I stand back #nd talk ab' t a right to -
critisise the antonomous wonens novement, ny criticisms are irrelevant,

If on the other hand I'nm crifisising from within, when we're making choices
about strategy, or working out ideas, then ny rightz as a BY women

-as any other woinen - exists and it is BT politics which undoubtedly

%111 inform my critisism. Similarly it is because of our sl¥se involve-
rient with the autonomous movenents thet we can use theose experiences
within BF Our learning cones from doing as well as thinking.

These notes were made for discussion with London Facing

the Challinge xxm wonen, so¢ not at all well put together
or finmished thoughts,but maybe usefuls.scs...fanny
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