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wekl APFROACH 1O THPRRNATIONAY, SOLLIDARLM

ot Moral Intornelionalism and Powards o boler lalist A§>_'.-'%."~i‘xa-;cl:tl.)

The following two papers were wrilten for a vorkshop on ioternational ism ab
the Beyond thne Trag, :‘?‘ien{,u Conlerence, They slem largely (rowm discussions io

Lhie BE Soulhern Afvica Group » bul have also bewn infomimed by discussions on Lhe
Internail mql(om.nm mu. They are included here as a contribution Lo the disce
vanlon on Ben Roberls m-")'i' ion on internaticnal solidori Ly wark, though, as

we have not yel seen the final version of this moi dorm, we will have Lo lesve

specitie comments on Lhe moi,lou vntil the next bulletiin.

An b ':Kuzmmd Lo the papers, | oguote Way Wilson's introduction weid Lien for the
Beyond Llhe b mxg_;,mon'i;::; Corference:

dotra,

bur ciarling poinl id lwo-iold, Mivstly the quile appuiling record of Briiish
sociolinls over the years aince the heudy days of Vieinus solidarity, in
support ing anti-imperialisl libersiion struggies - and particularly when itls

Stich dmpertaliom  that's under chall tenge, Irelamnd s oo conbinuing saga,

bt we welle more {ron our experiences in Llic abysmal failure of a national

Alubabue soliddeiby o ampaign,

decondly, bhe fraditional responge to Liberatlon strugsics has been Lo gloriiy
the heroic freedom Pighiers during ihe course of the strugele, and then after
bhey've Laken power and avents havent'i turmed cul guite how one mignt like,
we cilher denounce the new leaders as.s buresucratic elibe/state capitalists
(or whatever) whe have Lo be overthrown by a pocly based on ithe indusirial workers
Chowever fow workers bihere zre in the covalry s or else, 1 we are 8tal inists,

W sonbinue to suppord thie unsupportable P
195! 2l

e Civsl paper has toree partas-

:‘-ij oo took al lhe traditional Leit approaches Lo solidarily work
suestions for the theoretical basis of a AL, .'!=:1'Ls3"r'iz;1i<"t approach
) bhe tricky question of eritical or uneritical solidarity,
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The second peper is a tenlablive atien wpt to tackke the probles of ihe dmplications
of Preligurative politics {eepecinl ly as they have emprged through the women's
movewent ) for solider ity work: How do you deal, for o wimple, witn sexism and
anti-gay discrimination both within Lhe Liveration movements and within the

sulidarity campaigns?

tLoshould be clear that we in no way clalu bto have solved Lhe problems that
conf;'i;'mtu arise when you're involved in solidarity work, cspecially the

problem of whom, how and when you criticise the national liberation novements,
Haybe we should nave Jusi left it with the fallowing cartoon:

YOU CANT, PATTH,IT'S-
{ %u OLD ‘meow& JCAL




The traditional approach to soclidarity work

This coies primarily from the Communist Party, who certainly dominate Southern
Africa solidarity through Anti-Apartheid, and often other campaigns as well
Leaving aside some of the intricacies of CP politics eg why support ZAPU rather
than ZANU; this approach emounts to:

A} A moral/libetal human rights type approach appealing to the good natare and
humanity of people in this country, This does make some headway with churches
student , liberals etc and also leftish trade union leaders - but it always
fails to generate mass working class support.
A downplaying of the interdépendency of struggles, so that the struggle to
overthrow white rule in South Africa is largely seen as unrelated to any
struggle for socialism in this country {or even struggle against racism here)
This leads tp a position of trying to pressurise the British State and
governmmi into intervening on the gide of ihe Blacks in SA - the British
State being seen in a certain neutral way, particularly when there's a
labour government in powver. :
2} A total subservience to the p011c1es/§tatements of the llberallon {especially
if its stalinist controlled) movement - solidarity seen as uncritical support
vg2ince any interrelation of struggles is ruled out)., Here CP politicking
fits in very neatly with liberal paternallsm/}a01sm/gullt ? to say that we
can’t criticise. And since we can't criticise we only talk to the leaders
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of the liberation movement - becduse who knows, the lower ramks mlght be -
critical ? -
2) Within the trade union movement all the effort is put into winning over .
“he top leaders (more of why later) - so iis anti-apartheid leaders talking
to liberation movement leaders talking to tzade union leaders talking to -
British dovernment leaders .... and down at the grass roots other people
organice as best they can.
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The main . (and better) opposition to this has come from Trotskyism. It can be
characterised as such.

Y} an orientation towards the working class, and most mpprticularly to the
industrial working class (exclusively in the worst variants of trotskyism)
but one which is still often very moral/human rights in approach -~ because

B} Although they theoretically recognise the interdependency off struggles -
the attempt to make practical linkages is often (but not always) pretty poor
and prone to abstractness and moral appeals.

C) an attitude to liberation movements which is rightly critical yet often
becomes arrogant and slanderous in its criticism., Too often the 'correct line!
ig wheeled out without much snalysishaving been made of the concrete situation
facing the liberation movementsz. The generally true statement that liberation
movements aré peasant based and lead by elements of the petty bourgecisie is
trotted out in the mamner of "well if you haven't got a workers vanguard
party under the leadérship of trotskyists then what can you hope for!

D} An approach th the labour movement which is erratic in terms of going to
ihe rank and file or the leadership (Labour Party/TU bureaucracy). This
gtems from the overemphasés in Trotskyism of becoming the leadership of
a struggle, or winning them to your views divorced from what the membership

think. Linked in to this is a practice of emphasising getting resolutions
passed through small union mecetingd, and of over-emphasising the national
campaign so that it never builds any strong local roots '

So now we start to sketch out aspects of our alternative.




INTERNATIONALLSM - MORAL OR MATERIAL 2

Theoratically we start from the position that workers in Britain do have a material
interest in imperiaelist exploitation and are not, in general,go:ng “to be won over

by moral exhortation. BUT we don't see thiz in & sgﬁfid way ie, that Jrd world
struggles are in the f:gbuard and the British werking class is inevitably reacticonary.
Rather that’ this 'bread and butter! view of material intetests hag different |
meanings for different pqrts of the- class (eg Black workers - sce later) and also
ihat it ohly has its hold over workers for as long§ as thev identify with the

British State and British Capital. Onne they enter inte a struggle against Capital
there existeg the potential for winning them to an alternatlvc view of their

raterial interests (though it ain't easy).

91 a theorctical level we know that a struggle that weakens imperialism, and
in this case Britain in particular, thereby stréngthens British workers in their
struggle against British Capital{ & the multi-nationals) - but tell that to a
docker who would lose his job if sanctions were implemented against South Africa.
Itz not ém, of oourse, for as long as the docker isn't inveolved in struggle here.

BUT  "The racist regimes of Southern Africa guarantee superprofits and cheap .

) labour with little or no trade union organisation or political righits. For
Western employers in the hunt for profits, South Africa iz a literal gold
mine. An unorganised factory within a muliindtional is a threat to all
-ﬁorkers in that firm, whether the factory is dowm the road or in South Africa
Britiszh workers therefore have a real material interest 1n building :
golidariiy with the gtruggle in Southern Afrioal

~ Mancliester AAM leaflet

Or in other words traditional labour movement notions of blacking, solidarity,
combine committees can, and need to be, extended internationally. If they aren't
then the multi nationals are going to run rings round us all as they transfer
preduction where ‘they fancy. In the 78 Fords strike the workforce learnt how
international (Burope wide. in this case) golidarity from other Ford plants
heiped to win a partial victory. In Fords and a few other places progress is
being made on Turopean coordination but if that deesn't begin to extend to
SA, Taiwan etc then the trend towards high unemployment in Western BEurope and
super-exploitation in the 3rd world (plus high unemployment) will gel worse.
I British workers deon't support S.African workers etc in their struggles then
sconer or later their company will get up and go - and all the reactionary
cries for import controls, capital controlu et¢ to protect BrJtlsh jobs won it
zave them, .

If the above reprenenis the. mout fundamental llnk between workers there are othe"(
of a more ideoclogical nature - one can point out to the docker about to lose his
joi that the capiial being withdrawn from dockland areas may we&l be oiff to rivher
pastures -in S.Africa, or that ICL workers building computers for S.Africa's pass
laws are probably building something similar for. the folice here etc.

But the working class is wider and much more heteregenous than we socialigts

(not the ones here today) seem to think, For a start there's the black section
of the British vorking class whose material interests - gobs, housing, educatlon
etc are very directly linked to racmsm and fascism in Britain. And that racism
is inextriecably tied 1n_w1th_1mper1alism past and present. Media propoganda about
drug crazed terrorists‘in,debabwe may increase support fpr the likes of Smith etc
bul its primary.purpose is to promote racism amongst the white working class in
Bvitain and therefore help pave the way for tighter still immigration controls
and so on. Any anti-racist movegent that doesn't come to grlps with 1mper1allsm
is living in cloud cuckoo land because the consciousness is tied together -~
racigt whites will talk in the same breath of ‘shooting hhcm all in Rhodesia

and semding them all home‘-ra01sts are 1nternat10nallsts 1n a perverted way as
the fagcists well know,

o (white) socialists/feminists have to recognise the links that blacks in this
country have with abroad and learn to act in support &f their straéggles.

fnd also we should remeber that racism is not just about blacks, it also hits
Irish people eg Irish jokes. Anti-Irish racam and the consequent sgpport for
Britaims presence in Ylster has copened the door for the State to bring in
repressive meausures here eg P.T.A., snatch squads, riot ghields, the SPG etc.
Fhize all pioneered in . Ireland - the republicam movement has had many Blair Peach's




o end this sub-section with a guote from Race Today ~ Nov 76 = iBuilding the
Internationalt

"Black workerg are not ‘mimply manipulated on this historicai chess board. We
work to send monev home bé%au se our labour in the sweat shopé of the East End
cupports a family in Bangladesh, besause the 8 hour shift in Dagenham oi on’
Loadon Transport is ‘hecessary to support our families and‘relatives ia Barbados
ond Jamaica. ' ' '

As Black workers in Britain, we are, by definition, part of an 1m?ernat10ﬂa1 )
werking clags. By interdependence and ingtinct, we aren both part of the forking
zlass of the'mefropol iz and the exported muscle oif the Caribbean, Scuth Agia

ad Africa. That is not to nose a speratlon of body and goul - not to say that
our muscle is here and our hearts are there. No, it is to say that the woney we
send Trom here is determined by the needs out thore!

and p rhaps we should remember that the next time we talk about paking links
Letween Brifis workers and the Zimbabwean liberation struggle - that many of
thoge in the forefront of the liberation striggle in the rural areas were women
aad that many of those worlters in industries linked to Zlmbabwe,llke tobacco.
are women, and guite a few of them black as well.

& general point that comes outaof all this is that if we are going %o try and
make material links then we BAVE to make those links protty specdfic and
concrete. Webve given some examples but theretg many others - like nuclear
puher In the case of South Africa a iot of work is being dome around the

Rossing Mines inm Namibia and their tie up with uranium for the British Muclear
Industry - the latest issue of Manchester Anti-Apartheids trade umion publisaticn
‘Links! goes inte this in depth and should be at the conference. '

A Final point in this section is that some of the arguments we're putting forward
are hard ones to malke and win on the shop floor - there®s no way round it because
ans we. gald at the beglnnlng, there is a certain material interest in British
workers supporting Aparthéid {and racism in this country). The CP, with an
omp¢r3cal knowledge of the British working class far greater than that of the

iew left!, understand thig - and so thev avoid the. problem by only relating

tn trade union leaders. But even if the CF strategy actually got anyvhere -
gay with a Bennite government - the imposition of sanctions against 3A from
ancve, with their consequent percieved detrimental effeeci on British standards
‘5§nf§§ing, wvould create a right wing backlash (assuming of course that the
CF and the Bernmites hadn't done the necessary mass work at the base)

Critical or Uncritical Support to a Liberation Movement

Running throughout all the above is the view that struggles are interrelated
and that in general the British working class can only be won to support for
struggle in S.Africa on the basis of how it fits into its own striggle against
capital (which isn't to deny that the principled gut internationalism of many
socialigts and moral ? outrage at racism are. . good things which we'd like to
see spread) .This lsads on to how we relate to liberation mevements.,

We support liberation struggles and movements because at the very ieast, in

their anti-imperialism, they are struggling against the capitalist systenm on

a world level., And our support is condlulonal on that anti-imperialist content

~ we don't just support any old mationalist who comes alomng. But zince their
struggles have a bearing on our owh then we have a right to waks comnent/criticiem
of them. BUT in so doinfi we have to be aware of a number of things.

a) When there is such a massive amount of propoganda being put out by the
bourgeois press attacking the liberation movement then a lot of ocur energy
hag to go into publivally defending them and stressisg their strengths.

And so most of the criticism will have to be private - comradely criticism
of ones allies/friends who vou think are making mistakes. However that can't
hecome a total public subservience to the libieration movement becauge that
would be creating a manipulative relationship between those who know what
the movement is'really’like and theose who read our propoganda. Its a tricky
problem knowing what to say when but it can be managed.




b) a liberation movement will have .a far better knowledge of the. concrete
situation in its country than us and .therefore will have an advantage in
developing concrete analyses of what to do - but that is.not a blank cheque
to say its always right. - bad theory leads to wrong actions whatever ones .
empirical knowledge. Also we should remember tp put more faith in what the
liberation movement says than what the bourgeois press days (some of ug
sometimes develop a fatal soft spot for the Guardian)s o

cj A liberation movement is rightly going to be nwuch .more open to ecriticism or
advice from those who have worked hard 'in solidarity with it and have proven
themselves trusted friends, This is particularly the case when one is a
mamber of the imperialist country that they are struggling against and therefov:
in a sense part of the enemy. Alsc we shouldn't Forget that in places like S4
far more use ig made.oi spies/infiltrators/agent provocateurs than we like to
imagine is the case here. This will lead to suspicion on the part of the
tiberation movement. 'Earning the right to criticise! is a matiter of practic-
alitvies and building up trust etc; it ish't about "you must do X amount of
solidarity work before you can open you're mouth!

a} Criticism goes twd ways - the liberation movement can and should criticise
us, for our inadequate support.
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Our starting point is different from that of the liberation movement - their
focus of attention will be on the needs of their own struggle, ours will
be on the needs of the struggle in Britiéin. A good example of this occurred
in the ZECC campaign. At Lancaster House the Patriotic Front were forced to
accept a partichilar British intervention including British troops in Zimbabwe
over the election period. Many PF members including some leaders were guite
cpen about that in private. Those of ug involved on the far left saw no
reason why we in the solidarity movement should not oppose this intervention
because it would be used to strengthen British Capital and imperialism
- explaining in our leaflets why the PF had migned thé agreement. But the CP
would have none of it - their uncritical support tied them to the public
position of the PF, and the agreement and British troops were okay. It vas
only as Soames quite blatantly flouted the agreement that the CP could be
dragged into doing much, '

£} There will be times perhaps when the interests of the struggle in the colonial
countiy coniflict with the interests of the struggle in the imperialist country
For instance a case can be argued that IRA bowbings in Britain- raise morale
in Ireland and also weaken British support for the army's presence there.,
But that the resulting war wearinegs in Britain and the regponse of a racist
-~ lget our boys home and let the Irish shoot each other) - makes the struggle
for socialism in Pritain that much harder. Its a debatable point but even if
it were itrue we would still have to say that we supported the bombings.
Taking the struggle for socialism at home ag ones starting point and using
liheration'struggles to liberate peple here from their misconceptions about
imperialism nust not becowe an excuse for accomodating to the chauvinism of
ones own country. ‘ '




