Report from discussions with comrades of LOTTA CONTINUA

HFndIGEes 1" The current situation in Italy :
-2, A clarification of points raised and questions
wone o asked by BF International sub-committee, .
" ..3. _Report of the discussions in July/ﬁugust about
... the elections in Italy, and_LC's support' - of
ﬂthe CP ' _ _

1. THE CURRENT SITUATION IN ITALY

The LC comrade divided the discussion into 3 parts,: P
e 3). An outline of the programme of the
bourgeoisie during this period.
o b) ‘The programme of the revisionists _ -
'"ﬁo) The programme of the mass organisati 18,

First’ of ‘all, what is the economic policy of the’ present Gov'rnmeni

In fact it is very ‘similar to’ that of the British Government, -

It is to make a free' passage for inflation._ All ppomises ‘of

reforms.«vhave been postponed ‘There is a two’ stage strategy:}

1. Eo get out of the crisis,_ and 2 To get the ecomomy growing
.. Aagal n._"? ' .

This seems to be the common- programme of khn economic polioy

of -the Western capitalist world... France,. Germany, the USA...
:wThere are obviously many disagreements between them; . but what
’is absolutely clear is that the working class must be defeated.

:wThe attitude of the. bourge01sie is that there is adangerous
virus:all over Furope which has to be stamped out. -In fact: we

hink:that<any strategy for Eurpoe -at -this stage excludes .

taly and Britian, /They will be made to suffer more inflation
(they will be made:-to pay for the fact that thelr. working classes

- are fighting back too much).wz:m

The present Moro Government (Moro is the President of the Republic.
equivalent to our Prime Minister):began with the deafeat of :the
right<wing:of the ‘Christian Democrat:p~v+y led Government. under
Fanfani inixknnmaﬂxﬂaxizxnhixmnk (whose policias were . called
Fanfaschismo). = i

Moro's Government, although basically the same CD and Sooialist

Party coalition (Moro is a CD) is a more centrist Government °
than'Fanfani's. However; the trend seems to-be to isolate:the :
‘executive of ‘the Moro Gov. ::I,e, the CDs:both ‘support and oppose

the: Gov., and undermine it by oontinually threatening to withdraw.

:The main characteristic is that it is a Social Pact Gov (although
a very weak one.) It is a government for defaltion and" crisis
and the Social Pact" policies are designed to blackmail the’ left.
It . is 1ess ‘and less representative of the bouggeoisie, “and *
represents more the interests of Confindustria (Italian CBI), "
the TUC and the CP, It has ‘already" caused the resignation of '
the director of the Bank of Italy. "j;

Bhxx Moro's Government needs the - support of the Trade unions
and ‘the CP.:. It involves them in Gdévernment, but gives them no
authority. - It gives no power to.the CP., The Gov. is forced .
into this situation of . getting. ‘external . support because of: .
s - 1.1t . wants to force through authoritarian policies
,Twand laws onto.the working class with the help
of the CP (more law and order) ST
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__and 2. Because of the improved role of the CP in local
' and'regional government. °5 regions and all
‘“the biggest towns (except Rome and Palermo) are
now controlled by the CP since the elections in
Spring '75).
This Gov. couldn't govern without a social pact. The unions are

very much in favour of:this. social pact, - =
The main unions have put out statements which show their

support for Moro and the Social Pact. During the recent

railways dispute, the CGIL (the CP dominshed Confederation

of Unions) said. that the railway workers must give up economic
_demands. However the response of the workers was that they .
threa;gnedjtojleéyééthg_ﬁnibns:en'masse.ﬁ;Thejhéaﬁ;bf_the;ﬁ"'A
union said "we decide what you do". During this time, LC .
pxim . simply printed some literal quotes from the speeches .

of some of the union Readers, particularly one from the head |

of CISL (the CD dominated Confederation of unions) which =
said "We have a clear mandate from the Government on the contract
renewals which ‘are coming 'in the Autumn." 'Even: fop printing
these 1literal quotes,. LC came under heavy fire from the unions.
LC feel that an attempt is being made to centralise the power of
‘the unions ‘to the Government. This is an attempt at a formal
unification of ‘all contracts between the unions and Confindustria
(CBI). For example, it‘was not by chanee:that the railway: ...
unions accepted the contracts with no wage rises and no: ~oo.
demands ‘around unemployment ‘(except general investment plans that
~accéptftheﬁlogic-0f-clbsing\factoriesmand-openingrothers)4'agﬂ

LC's criticisms of A0 (Avanguardia Operia // I.S.) = are that
A0 are mmk  just ‘criticising the unions, “but accepting:the ...
“demands all :the ‘same.  They are:saying that this is not a - wo»
pe:iodfforvthe'grswth'of'workersvautonomyrand:they-are not: .
proposing any alternative demands for-workers. +AO:is just -
making political propaganda against revisionism -~ thats-all.:
They are not proposing material alternatives for the working

class. ... . e . O e
LC, ‘on the other hand, 'says that to accept the contractx renewals
just like that:and the centralisation of the treade unions would
‘be an enormous ‘defeat for the working class, < LC sees .enormous
potential for the overthrowing of the contracts, both within
the unions and in the autonomous struggles of the working class.
An example of the struggle inside the union is Alfa Romeo. . .
(For -more details see LC's French Bulletin). Alfa is part
state-owned, and during the summer vacation the firm decided
4o . give some of the workers lay-off (. cassa integrazione) .
to begin the first day back. This would have meant 94% of .
wages, but then no guarabtee of work afterwards. It was a
clever move by ‘the bosses because no one wants to go back to -
work after the holidays, and they thought they could sneakily
use this to lay mpmikm people off. ‘However, ‘the workers were .
cleverer, -and on ‘the first ‘day back, 'more than 90% of the' -
workers arrived for work, including everyone who had got lay-off
notices. In fact this was probably a“record for Alfa, where

the absentee rate is usually about 20% !!! These workers

turned up for work every day for a week., In effect it was
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an occupation, and hardly any work was done. In the end the . -
bossesx caved in and agree no more tll

The 1essons of this struggle are 11 That ‘the attltude of the
workers is. different to.that H6f the unions (who agreed to the"
lay-off).  The workers chose the. strtegy . of staying in the ~¥if
factory and producing very little. In fact the factory was

almogt dismantled.; o “2) v The - 6ialectics between'wf
workers ‘and ‘union ‘on a local level mean- that workers imgggg
thelr actlon and struggle on the unlon. : SR e

- An example- of the trend to autonomous orqanzsation is the e
continuing “auto-reductlon" movement: (reducing all your bills,
fares, “rents etc yourself). This:is now-concentrating on

“phone bills with people. paying what they think they.can afford
_themselves. ‘Housing strugglesare still contipuing and is . .
“‘getting some victories, particularly in forcing local housing -
authorities to'compulsorily purchase.~ There are good local
~examples, and in thé workplace in the face of the unions strategy.
1) The railway workers, and 2) the co-ordinatinfix commlttees _
against unemployment in Torlno and Mllano.

The rallwav workers strlke

Rails workers” in Italy are state employees (natlonallsed 1905)

-~ They are among the most underpaid of all workers. - They. just .

about survive doing overtime which is usually compulsory

anyway. The attitude of the. trade unions has always been

that state employees cannot. strlke because they are responslble

to the working class. = The TUs say ‘that service workers can't fight
for their needs because they are serv101ng the 'natlonal community

However, the attitude of the TUs o more. mlddle class. state

empl oyees is different.’ ‘For instance, when the airline pilots
were striking £mx o maintain their differential between..
themselves and the ground staff, the TUs said it was necessary

- -to give them conce351ons and more money ', even though’many of - them
were in fact fascists.. Their ratinale was that if you don't give
in, we'll make them into bigger fascistell! (LC calls the =
struggle of these elements who are only struggllng to .

-defend their prlvileges 'corporatlve_.

So the TUs say that ‘service workers must. give up economic ..
demands of all kinds.  Thus the #x wage. demands of the rail
wxm ‘workers was really low, ‘and instead:the unions demanded .
more trains, "and more investment in tralns 50 as: to have
betterrailways for 1ta11an workers, -+ :

(The links. between the union and the workers in the railways
are much looser than elsewhere.)__ :

"After the unions had tried to fob. the rall workers off wlth

their pathetic demands, 3 small -unions . :(1- autonomous organlsatlon
“in Rome, 1 autonomous union dominated by the CD:.and a fascist. =
union) called for a one day strike on the day.of the return from
holidays at the end of the summer.  Thexkxik strike. call. ';,-

had a totally different effect in the North than. in the south.
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And on the surface, it appeared quite chaotic. Chéoéing;ﬁhéi f
day for striking on the first day back efter the holidays
was very unpopular with many workers, Also it was the day

when migrant. workers were travelling back to their -jobs in -

Germany, and the bosses used the strike as an excuse to sack.
many of them who didn't make the journey. However the ‘strike -
got massive support from mm railway workers in the South, but
in the North the workers used the union assemblies to tear the
union apart for calling such-action on .such a day. .In fact the
union in the North practically collapsed as hundreds of workers
simply ‘tore up their union:cards. The right-wing tried.. . .. .~
to use this situation as: proof that another Chilean situation. ..
was occurring:as this‘was organised disruption of .the economy. .
at a4 mass level against the Social Pact.: The Government and the
CcP tried_to-use'the“situation-t0-’regulate*,the.strike,,_,,_H«;
There was a lot of talk of 'voluintary regulating' of all strikes.
and unions should accept norms ‘restricting strikes, which if -
the workers don't accept, they will: be breaking union and: State
Law, TR mRekooalUonn ety 8 fen evddvons e iias ol (g

The Government then staged a huge provocation by organising
a strike breaking Army froce which the unjons and ‘the:CP
accepted as a "service to’the community”. . The unions themesleves
organised their own' strike breaking force from: the North to.the S

After this, the official unions (CISL, CGIL ‘etc) made their

'own.strike,_whichnwasffollowed in”the_North;_but not ‘in the

South., LC didn't condemn or ‘support this strike. They saw -
that the southern workers were refusing the union programme
saying "We refuse to take orders from these crooks any more', .
vhile the northern workers were in€ fact using the strike in
the way they wanted £o. =~ "0 claonlan o el g o

How LC analysed the strike

. For.a long time, LC felt unable to grasp the fundamentals ‘of this

strike, so many aspects of it were confusing. ' They decided

to open the whole question out indiscussion in the newspaper.-
So, for a while, the newspaper contained debate from all
sides. There were discussions with workers from the Northa and
the South, from the unions, the CP and.other .groups, as well -
as LC workers and comrades: People said what they liked and ...
replies were from other  comrades were also Brinted. After
this long period of debate, LC finally-reached the conclusion.
that this strike m2 had proved the-existence of an .enormous:. ..
potential against the Government and the unions.

he working class wmax needs forms of mass organisation which

Gannot be found among the unions (seek later). In the

_railways, ‘it was clear that the unions couldn't represent anything.
‘The ‘unions ‘are supporting their own policies at the risk of . -

losing the working class, and losing some even to the right-wing.
(Our comrade said that workers never-become actual fascists, .
but it gives more strength to’ right wing leadership, in: the. .
absence of revolutiomary leadership. - = T '
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As far as the other rev. groups and the strikes the PAUP

supported the attitude of the unions. A0 had no open position

on the strike and was opportunistic about it, saying that )
the group in Rome” which did support the strike was not’ teally Lo
part of AO.  'The positions of LC in having the open dehbte’ -

so as to.leave the word to the revolutionaries in order kkz

to allow the contrgddctions to emerge. - The main problems were ey
1) Strike.regulation and 2) the question of mass organisation. ... .
The- rallway workers had objectively, if not subjectively opened .

this autumm. and thls perlod and the whole question of maSS-,~>
struggle.e- T : _ e _ : e .

Masgs Organisatzon

LC see this as one of the most important of problems at this stage.i**
The paper has as.yet presented no. lengthy analysis.of what has_k,m;.-
happened to the workers councils. '73 xx  was totally different
to the situation of today. 1) The dialectic between workers. S
and councils .is . still .open and relates-to the question of. workers

democracy. 2) The unity of worklng class unlts At

still: there.: Restructurlng only -began on a massive scale: a.

few months ago. “ 3) The workers councils are’ etill

victories.: Up until a few months ago, there had been no defeats.-lm"

Since the massive lay-off (cassa zntegrazione)atﬂﬂiat there o
has been a wide loss of representativeness of the workers councils.
The mobility of the workers ‘has meant the destruction of the 7 o
workers councils., - The unions succeeded in centralising and T
bureaucratising the workers wouncils., Decsions began to be” takenf?-*
more and more at national level at the 'co-ordination' of” L
workers councils. This is .not true for .councils all over. Italy, o
only the biggest. have become formal structures. .- .This one stage .. . ..
of mass organising is finished and another started. .In LC,

during the time of discussing the workers councils, we used to .

say "The form of mass organisation itself is not important.;

Fach historical stage kax or period has its own form of mass
organisation f{as eg. the shop stewards movement -in Britain}. ' o oo
However, now, the workers councils do not represent. . The situation_-
has made it impossible. Now the mass organisation must be clearer.. .
This situation is one where the offensive against the working. class. .
is outside-.of the factory at the level of Government. When wages.

and unemployment -are tied to public spending cuts, taxes etc, .. .. ..
when working class struggle needs unity. between wages and phone D
bills, k4® mass organisation must put the workzng class. in G e
touch with forms of popular powar.. In the army, with students__

and in the factories, -and working class districts. . _

We must begin to provide some alternatives to'the unions.: At a
national level there could be demands over hours and ‘pay: etcs

There is a problem of the mass organisation in the factory. At

the moment in LC we are reasseusing the whole role of the workers:
councils. The Workers Commission is discussing it. We are not.
interested in inventing something like the CUBs of AO (similar

to. Rank and File of I.S. here). These are just a passage for ﬁ_f}'
A0, a kind of stagism, first the CUB, then AO. We are not - ' .
interested in that. CUB cannot be a mass organisation. It has_ B
to be something which is open and dialectical.  The old organlsation-;
al structures are still functional ¥ especially in the samll fact-
ories. But in the large factories we must start from what is

there now to build mass organisation. We see that in the railway
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strike an. alternative'sas"emergieg.- Many 1eft~wing workers who
left the union at this time wanted to build an alternetive._:a

Then there are examples of the Co—ordinating Committees ‘of the"

small factories in Milan, and of the Singer (fridges) ‘cycle of " =
production “in Torino. 'In Milano, the committee ka brings together
all representatives of all factories in odcupation against unemploy-.-
ment. What matters ‘is that this new organisation is recognised '
by the union as a political and organisational force which goes
against the union strategy in terms of unemployment. The slogan

here is '"Hands of our jobs. We want to stay where we%areg. We

have built organisation here, and we. want to stay".

In Mfam Milano, the Co—Ordinating Committee held a demonstration B
to the courtroom which was occupied and 2 judges held. - (In A
Italy, when a factory closes, there is a court case.) - This occupation
was an expression of power of the’ workers who ‘don't accept: that SEEEE
justive is beyond classes. .. - R

On Aug. 15, there was a big demo of small factoriés in Milano. ~There
is much more support together than. if each small factory ‘tries to -
organise on. its own. For example, Singer (which has always had .

a left-wing group inside sympathetic to LC) was the first big

factory (1,700 workers) of the smaller type of factory. (usually only
300 workers)._ There was an occupation and a mass demo to Rome,g,

factories threatened by . the same unemployment (i e. the struggle :”["
that follows: the ‘'cycle' of production - the making of components i
etc) all supported the demo.. ..

Then in Piedmont (northern region eround industrial area of Torino),
ghe CP and Agnelli {boss ‘of Fiat) arranged a m conference on - R
unemployment.  They were met with 100 workers from Singer ‘who

said "You can't discuss this without us, although ve can discuss

it without you.“"”“

BF asked LC if itself was the mass orqanisation._f;g 

Answers ‘NO. LC is a cadre organisation with a mass 1ine. You can't
have a mass organisetion without the CP and the other revolutionery
groups etc. The new mass organisation has to cover' the ‘same base-i-“
as, for example, the shop stewards movement. It means in-‘effect:

the conquest of the majority. And not a minority organisation.f'

This means trying to effectx at a mass level, a different outcome

to the presnet contrgect renewals than what ‘the unions want, It is
hard to win. We have many fears about this new stage of struggle.
The CP will have to enter Gov. even though we in LC don‘t want the

CP in Goverbment.: - But we want the. instability which can create..

a new dialectic between the working class and the Government, so -
that the working class can impose its own . demands or brakes on the -
Governemnt.,. . . '

If we w1n ‘this stage of the problem of buildlng popular power, PR
we will accelerate the process of making the party of the revolution.
LC itself is not the party of the revolution, "We are a revolutionary
party but not THE party. These question are completely tied to -
the question of popular power and the expansion of popular power
to its limits. The revolutionary party must have real roots and o
strength _ _
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poinﬁs”x}aised“ by ‘the BF z'ntérnatior_;az 'Subfcommittee_é'_and LC '-¢omréd¢-

LCrs" analysis ‘of ‘Portugal R R PR :
The Question of an: 1nternational network of revolutionary groups
The relationship between BF and LC- s

Mutual correspondence on the current s;tuation SRR : S
BF relationshlp w1th italian comrades in Brltian. A LT

t

Portugalna . _
Main p01nts seem to bes 1) Popular power and the Party
2) Unity of the Revolutionary Left

LC consider ‘that the FUR (United Revolutionary Front) “doesn't. '
fully represent the revolutionary party ‘or ‘the potential” revolutionary
party, although it would be an 1ndispensable part of that party. -
The reason is that it leaves out the UDP which is the" biggest R
single revolutionary: organisatlon,au well as the FLC and the non—- :
dogmatic Marxist-Leninists. = S
LC is critical of all the organisations in Portugal but has
fraternal-links with-all of them.at the. same time.. LC think. . -
that FUR .made a mistake. in accepting the suicidal. strategy. under e
Goncalves of- support for a Government which was doomed. - .

ﬁThe Goncalves Gov. ‘was'a’ centrist ‘CP Gov. which did represent a.
threat to the international bourge01sie, but which was also a
brake to popular power, The AUG. 20th demonstration,: showed the
eaoxmmunxﬁokexkxnk ‘existence of enormous" potential of ‘popular: -
pressure to. overthrow the Gov by the left, - This was shown by the -
fact that the Goverbment was forced to- accept demands .of - workers R
taking over Republica and Radio Renascenca._ After” Aug._20th
xhsxxnxakukﬁenaxxaxxxnokxxknxznxxtakxxexaguiﬁsxxthxﬂn :

the right-wing took the offensive against the CP'and this’ created
enormous problems for the left-w1ng. “The answer of the FUR R
was "Since the Government is attacked by the Right,  we must.

defend the govermhent. LC see this as a mistake. It was: an’
initiative which served the revisionists. intiatwve.  And the FUR
did not make .a self-criticism of this position, and generally there
®gxs has not been a clear criticism. of their mistakes. _

The attitude should be not to build a front with the CP. Defend

the CP from the right - yes - but at the same time clarify the
reasons for the defeat of the CP at this time and claim it as -

a victory of the working class._ And outline the pex real position of
the CP. o

The: Cppcon document was to the 1eft the FUR.: The Copcon document
knew that.the Goncalves government was doomed. And the defence of -
such a doomed government. should not have been a central theme
for the revolutlonaries at this stage, otherwise the revs become
doomed also. - - : . L

The revolutionary left cannot be bullt in Front struvtures.. This
follows the classical:.idea of "merging from the top". And it :
excludes the - UDP-which has built more mass support- than any other.__
group; and it is the only group to have started work among the
peasants: of the North. -In fact, the -enemy in the North has been.
attacking the UDP.as well as the CP, . In fact, in some vadllages. v
where CP offices were destroyed, some of the UDP offices stayed
and were not even attacked., In many ‘of these cases the CP were. seen
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as foreigners who just moved in opportunistically.. Many of. them,
were petit-bourgeois elements, and were seen as:a a stranger—powere
Many peasants felt they were just exchanging one:boss for.-another.
And it -was-these Petit-bourgeois.elements who. fled the. area.. :
The main problem of the UDP appears to be its sectarianism. . .
However, LC is optimistic that we can look. forward to. the unlty

of the revolutionary: left in Portugal., LC . say: that the buildlng

¢f the revolutionary party cannot be delayed in Portugal, but

that it comes at the same time as the building of popular power, v
and is the nanguard of that power. CEEE

The International Network

At their:-national congress-last January, LC decided a thesés on .
Internationalism . (see "Documents.from Lotta Continua bulletin).
This was a historic criticism .of the. organisations of the. worklng
class (lst, 2nd & 3rd Internationales), and contains certain .

agreed. pr1nc1ples,- Our comrade said that the sgtrategy was.: -
communism, and the tactics were what has to be done between now . .

3ne of the main dlfferences therefore between LC and the groups of : t
the 3rd International (like IS) and’thé other Trotskyist groups
is that at the moment, the problem of the séizure of power is -
tied to the National State. . The Hational State is the lst.enemy.
In other words, the seizure of power has to pass through the stage
of Mational -State. .In. tactical . terms, this means that the central
problem is the maJorlty organlsations of the working class, - . .
the trade unions, parties etc,. The central problem of these =
tactics is the conguest.of the majority. .This means confronting
the nature and ideology of. the. majority of the worklng class. . -
This means that the. problems of. revélutionaries. in different. R
nation states is different. . In Britain, . the major organlsations S
of the working class are the. trade unions andd the Labour Party.
In Italy, they -are the reformist. party of the CP and the unions.
In the USA, the unions. are. different again., .

If the area where the revolutionary organimatlon intervenes is the
national state, it meens that you can't have -international or
centralised tactics. Therefore you can't have an  'Internationale'’
as such. You can have international discussion of. tactics though, -
For axample, LC and:BF share more views than say- LC and. IS, i.e.
groups have better or worse relations, But that. doesn't mean.
groups should be mutually exclusive. However, one must define..

which groups are revolutionary or not (ie the Frankfurt conference
on Chile).. The Marxist-Leninists are not revolutionary because
Chinese foreign policy is State foreign policy and not ‘revolutionary
foreign policy. Any group which sacrifices revolutionary policy to
State policy of any country, leads to the defeat of the working olass
in that country. LC is still considering this whole question- :
and is in the process of redefining thls in relation to Europe

This means ‘that the relations between LC: and other revolutionary B
groups is open. ThlS means that ‘LC is against Htyin®: organlsations
{1ike the IM5 saying ‘the representatlve of the 4th International’
in Spain, Turkey blah, blah) But LC does have fraternal /sororal -
links with groups, some of which are closer than ‘others.  However .-
they do not_ see thls as impinglng on the internal polic1es af

any group.

There can be tactical unity - ie 1) the mediterranean area;
2) western Europe. say the Portugal demos, or the campaign.. =~
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against NATO., LC refuse the sectarian view of common campaigns
with "twin” groups. International solidarity must unite all that
can be united, — . _ L : .

Is is dreamlng of a new International. ‘A0 wants to create -satellite
organisations in bther countries like “*Revolution! in France (which.
has now split) and’ ‘Bandeira Roja' in Spain {which has now.: -
joined the CP). LC don't want to do this, but want open relations ;'
with other groups-"“ : 3 : _ _ : :

In other words, the 1nternat10nal ‘network is not a network. We o
. ¢an. swop mailing lists ‘and contacts in other: countries. if wanted. ..
LC and BF’ have very much in common, but LC-also have relations with.
IS and IM3.  Equally, BF should not' rely only-on LC in. italy,..

but should apprOach other Italdian- organisatlons.i Our- comrade. . . .. .
said, "We in LC have nothing to fear from thls. We are confiéent
that we are right", e T . i

BR and LC

Lc want regular correspondence from us on the general
‘‘situation in Britain.  We suggested that we send all our material"
on-the current situation,. including . notes from Internal Bulletin

regularly. LT want everything that is sent ‘there to also be--f'ﬁ'f
dupllcated for comrade in London. (see motes £rom NC) '

(For details "Of inésrnational 1ntervent10ns, tour see NC minutes,;:
or refer Internatlonal sub-oomm1ttee).=--*'- - SR srgn Do

-'Relationshlp with Itallan comrades 1n London o

This was a very long discussion, mainly centred on the question

.of ‘the Campaign against the Immigration Act.,  For full" details see’

WL comrades (especially ND, SB and KT). Simply, our -positions boils
down to - We are not’ opposed to campaign. :We support-its aims.. - :
BUT.. we are not preppredk to lumber -ourselves: with more !'front!
~work at the present time, given the British situation-.on: tfront !

' organising and our slender resources in London.:'And at the moment

itx it seems that fronts xxka 1solate themselves more from the ‘workin
class than buzld class’ struggle. B : : - .

LC maintaxn the right sk to have their own corresponaents on the
struggle in Britain.

. For the exact details ‘of arrangements “and everything
please refer to International sub-committee) .
o {PA' mo' I (B) )-

i g S i A o i, AR Sl A SEOR P g S 3 g T . e e S i A L (PR P S

why LC supported the tlection of the CP ‘in the reqional electlons,
Sprigg_1975 ' [

ﬁhexeknakxmmxhxs N ' ' '

The result of the regional elections, w1th a massive vote for the
Cp, is a fantastic vigtory against the right-wing and the Christian
Democratic Party. The elections were of tremendous poligical
szgniflcance from the North to the South : :

The crisis af the Christian Democrat. party an& ltS monopoky of .
power lies in the changed power relationship between ‘the classes l
andin the general crisis of 1mperiallsm.

The central issue in these elections was the defeat of the CD
The lessons of Chile, ‘enriched by the Portuguese situation, and _
the potential in post-Franco ‘Spain means-that every institutlonal
change in Western capitalist societies makes a space for the
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emergence of new and massive revolutionary forces. There 'is.a -
development towards a situation in which clashes between reaction

and revolution occur more often-and with greater and greater force
in a day to day situation over the question. of power, 850, before
the conditions are ripe for the struggle of :workers power in . ”
Italy, it is inevitablek that the country must pass through a
ptocess of defeat of the CD and the taking of power by the CP,

The class moveient in voting for the CP.ig not identifying with the
revisionist line, the bureaucracy of the CP.. .In fact the. contrgdiction
between the revisionist line of the leadership, and the political .
consciousness of the masses has widened ewmormously.. There has =
been a development from isolated vanguards to a more general .
revolutionary consciousness. ber e

The vote shows a rejection of the 'historical compromise; (BF note:
that is between the CP and the right-wing Christian Democrats).
When we say 'more general revolutionary consciousness', we mean -

not only the workers in the main factories and the more ‘politicised’
workers,;but.also.to,people_mﬁkxnﬁXﬂmxkxmhmihxﬂxkhnEn the main vanguards
in the struggles.of housing occupations, of price increases, '~ = ¢
and the unemployed. A huge demo in Rome demonstrated the power - -

of the unemployed and the refusal.of the JdsmkagrxERXNErKY revisionist
ideology of work. The contradictions inside the CP .on specific
issues kx from anti-fascism to internationalism, to the question

of the CD is opening a way towards anti-revisionist mkas consciousness.

Ant&'faﬁé;sm"*The-CD and the bosses replied to the class struggle
by pushing through certain laws, and the class movement was attacked
in the ‘streets (i.e. 7 comrades killed by fascists this year).
Here there was a contradiction between the attitude of the CP who
said 'Its disgusting’'.; but still ratified these. laws, while at the
same time,’ many of their militants were on the streets fighting back.
At this time, LC organised a huge "Outlaw the MSI (fascist party)"
campaicn. But the CP wouldn't agree on outlawing them, S

The other big wampaign which really showed up the CP was th
"auto-reduction" (reducing your fares, rents, bills yourselfﬂ;n. L

Class unity and for a revolutionary programme

. " A revolutionary. analysis of this period shows we need
unity of the class struggle against the bosses attacks on production
and for a revolutionary programme, based on WE WON'T PAY FOR THE
BOSSES CRISIS . KExirxmeskximxEuusnxxsfxkiexsmmsek ik XEnx ek ieex
rEREEXEFERARNkER kXN ExInRkkEuk e We see the bosses crisis of
production. against a background of the bourgeois state and
international Imperialism. R A

LC is not in favour of the consolidation of the revolutionary left
as an institution. It disagreed with the groups who put up
candidates because it is not possible for groups to have power.

LC saw the vote as. an occassion to express working class strength

and refused to have their own candidates but =mu organised to
give votes to the CP, because the CP is the only force which

could defeat the Christian Democrats.: This dtd not bolster up the.
revisionist line, but forced the contradictions in the CP. .

The main content of the struggles of the past ‘period have been
anti-revisionist. And the main aim of our action in LC.is the .
guestion of the programme - that is the development of the mass unity
of the proletariat, on the basis of their class interests, against
the crisis, o TR i Fe o : o













