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.gjf:THE GPTIMIST': T"VE “SEEN ‘THE FUTURE 5 AND IT MORKS' Hithe nun
. THE REALIST ¢ I'VE SEEN A BIT'OF THE FUTURE - 1D QUITE ‘A LOT OF IT VORKS PRETTY EELL
" (prnagcx ON THIS SOON PLEASE - SEE SUMVER' SCHOOL ORGANISATIGN ARTICLE

f:.OR'.-A SHORT HISTURY OF THE BIG FLAME SUMMER SCHOGLS ( nRTS AND ALL) (Read =~ 7 ool

‘We've been asked “to WTltE ‘this ¢ partly a expla Ethe hlstory and wackground of
the Summer Schoel (toe” help newaomers) ‘make a moreinforméd ‘dec¢isidn about
deomingy and.so’they.can.adapt more;easily when they arrive;.amd partly to make
v the: Summér Schesllan. appeallng prospect for..a politica _eoucatlunal"hclluay
00 (Ben Lowe) ', 8o this:document. immediately takes cn the.form of objective hlstory
' and propogandd. .(Note;particularly.the inverted. cnmmas around 'hollday Yo
Having longvagéidiscarded. the: bourgeois netion of ob3ect1v1ty, we_can go at this
“otask/ with marxiam gustcs Mixed with.guste,.comes- lbve cand . awes . Love, because
© “the Summeér-Schosl has been avery: 51gn1flcant experience for. us = somethlnv whi.ch
has done morerfir our:commitment to Big. Flame and cur ftlends thh1n her than any
“rpthértsingly experlence. AWe,- because it is.a.mc numental taskirunnlng a success-
‘ful Summer School,. le:were both deeply invelved. in the. flrst two (1977 and 1978)
and had. wer knewn: ﬁﬁan what: we: know 1OV, Summer,; Schcels ght never, have started,
; Now,,, however, the nrganlsatlcn has four years experlerce - and nothlng can go
ong.. Well L R EERSH SR & R

J I:;hhat We are trylng

ence. Only a handful of
) en:tn moré than one,
ee,why“;f we take

Wier say: MSummer - Schools because 1t is,no
s=ugrhave beentoy alls four,,but probablylﬂ
. 2i+'and ~there'sino doubt thak you. get meTe each t1me..

‘a chance: and: try;and list what. we'

1. Socialist life (love and Cﬁﬁféﬂééhlg,bTrY1ng nEw: for a\sllce of the future)

It may well scund pretentious, but that 1s_gql hing which happens at Summex
swnSchools,. and: everyone experiences,it, . ¥f “ofieht 'of the week, and
L pows feel At Less '“:- ; - : tlme) than in
1l thé last few daysas rEher e ., real. frlendshlp\ you can
',:get.tu know.people you ve unlyfseen at meetlngs, you can: sort cut cld problems,

\s of’ccllectlve erEz You find cut
pe»ple tnreetlmes a qay “is this the

e washlng up,
runnlng & bar 41¥ the impcrtant
“chu see uhat happens “Whin you cop
Uit géts pointed cut,
sgigteater degree of
t-that at’ Summer Schools,

of bimeY fbr self-
peopie who happen to
-':ksh)ps are

And talk’ a5dut’the ﬁnpié-totéther;f There’isihlsO‘léts
corganised=discussicns;:gboyut; tOplCSgWhich appeal. toithe,
{ed at: the:Schéels: dndsitds j

o erganlsed stod sha e;sklli

2% Whats dor we'actually d;?

Teo be 2 little more concrete ahcut”how we 'Set aboutd these dims, vie'1l deseribe
V"E‘the best: things that hgve—happenec (anu p@lnt out, some cf the problems).

1 Organlsatlun AN : R ; g : R

P Much of “the succeSs &F the: Summer Schonl= pends &n the thlnqub and crganis-

o 1ng which 'goe§ on'months’ befcre. Phe FIF§t tws were - organzsed Wy twe or three

ﬁ; people ‘dnd'a lot of thlngs wWere badly thought otits ‘Read wa$ ‘4céurately dubbed

“ ThHe ‘Commissar ‘at 'the first (HO-uHE daréd ‘natie him~at’the-decond) because he
had 4 Plan and everyone else was in the way of its divine operaticn, The

o

AN



fourth (1980)-suffered from too little organising over the months before it,

but was the best run during the actual week because a lot.of people took
respongibility, and several important changes were made to ‘the "infrastructure'.
1 imagine bhe 1980. pattern will be followed. It.goes like .this, ‘On arrival

;f 'y¢u‘are:assigned”towa;fwcpkggfbg§ﬁ (cho§eﬁfté]béigpde_qéX_Adajmixxpeéple from
o difﬁereﬁt';QWns)'Which'?éﬁf$faY”With”all*wéekﬁ* Yéu meet with this group for
i your- educaticnal discussions) and it should actas a personal.support group,

“espescially for newcomers,  Each day your group hhs a particubar task @
....childcare (daytime creche)s; wﬁshing up;. cleanings putting_to_bed_gnd_bahy-
_sitting; running-the bar or. some other equally important task.

‘Each of “thesé has proved problemmatic in the'past.  Before we had such an
efféctive system, "shit-work' became an oppressive hassle. .Once when we
¥'paid more inorder ‘to avold deingity-the paid workers felt.put upony  and

" people félt it was wrong that we were being serviced. .The creche has always

" beén well ‘staffed, but we have  found that people:scmetimes had little exper-

ience of ‘children and weren't very confident abcut playing with them:and enjcy-
'“ing their time un the’créche, even: though Big Flamé has ispent a.lct cf mongey

Y and effort building a large stock of toys, games etc. for.our creches: A big
* “step forward was ome person taking respsnsibility for- the:creche workers over

the week 3 seeing that they met the night before, advising them.on: planning

the days activities (which outings had” already been done.ete) s o

Ancther important factor in ensuring success. is the morning gripe‘meeting.

For half an hour befcre the educational séssion begins, there is 2 meeting

-at which problems are zired. . The most persistent problem has been hcw the
adutts and the cﬁilﬂfén”get”aiaﬁg“oufsidé~the4CréChé;-VThere-afe#proﬁléms

| about suime kids having more money than others, about how non-repponsible adults
" exert ciscipline over young: people, abuut ‘being unable tcisleep because of

‘the nnise (not that that complaint is confined to children by any means;)

We have never been wholly successful in involving the ycung pecple in these

. discussions, but scmething will emerge. . : :
'IEQ;FQHSaE?PE_E?QﬁEE@E%;‘ :-:H R R F e Plont e

“This never meets with omne hundred ‘percent approval for the wholeweek.

The first Summer Schocl programme was hatched by Read and Roberts in a

eold cafe ‘in Barnsley ‘(ve'd been to ‘interview an NUM militant fcr the news-

papers io, we didn't récruit him.) - Tt proposed three sessioms a lay,

each session cn-an aspect of “the following themes s English working class

 histcry (1800-1977), Internati-nal Revolutiom (Paris Commune tc Cuba),

and "great revclutionaries" (Marx to Mac).  The kindest comment we received

. to this proposal was that it was an excellent programme, and thernly thing

., missing wes the compulscry cold shower at fam. The final programme that

. .year ccnsisted of one 'talk’ sessicn in the morning (cn five international

«-revoluticnary events) and crganised practical sessioms in the afterncons
(on.agitprop. s cartoon drawing, street theatre, photography, newspaper lay-

T:.ﬁ_cut etc). . In 1678 we tock a fairly randem selection of trplcs, introduced

by scme fzirly 'big names' : Eritsh fascism (David Edgar) Labcur Party
(Lec Panitsch) Marxist analysis of the eccnomic crisis (Tete Burgess)
‘».linperialism. in Africa (Licnel Cliffe) Politics of . focd (rgricapital greup)

.- .and, Sex and Class (Mergaret Coulscm),  Space dictated that afternccns were

_.entirely self-crganised; and the weather dictated that pecple wrapped thems-
_elves in:blankets and went to bed, cr dashed to the mesrest cafe.
" The 1979 School saw Jane Barker on elternative technology, = Qarl:Gardner
“on the medis; Mick' Carpenter and Nancy McKeith on alternative health and
a couple of others which I've not recordedi (I:suspect.cne of them was Ben
Rokerts). The innovation that year was a day trip to Scarberough (where
we lost our daughter for a terrifying half hour).  Afternoons were self-
organised, so far as I can remember, S L

‘Last year saw a retutn to'the 'idaa of a’theme, whose precise name:varied
according to which minutes you happened to bereading. Basically it was

.. around the idea "marxism ~ what can it do and what does it miss out”", and

we used home-grown speakers.{there had been some reaction against “super
. stars") to look at’ the concepts of exploitation and oppression, marxism
- and women, marxism and race (this actually became an illustrated talk on



t Summer School p3

’ L _‘ir:( \.‘-.:;""." » ""t'l -.'.'.1&, ;-. .i'l' -J’ E' :_ ftyps
. . In the afternoons we Went back to the idea of practlcal wrrkshops -
there was one on bicycles, and 1 demonstrated my devotion to the means of
production (the duplicator) to a, thrfng%ng crowd of. three,. and Islington

Dave br* L : A

”As 1mportant as: all the th1n & ‘are the talks that pe0ple organise
when they arrlve.\ Almost nothlng goes untluched (1f y\ -te very luckyﬁ

Party, Ireland=
3:'Entertalnment e

'They always sneak ento the'organlslng commlttee and 1nfl1ct thelr personal
fads on the rest of "us, Roberts (my dear freend. and cemraoe) cnce got me
t" book 'a pre-war soviet’ COmedy called ' Happzness . Lt did, make the kids
(the under ten's that is) happy +a. Lagt year there was a raging argument
about the pOllthl rlghtness or wrongness cof showing "Mnreon, a su1tab1e
“case’ for” treatment”. Vhen it comes te the '
_bar taiklng er' 51ng1ng_ : f
=accompamed by sundry red mu51c1ans. But there are always some blb successes
1n Summer Schuol fllms (eg The Patrlot Game), SU no- dount thev will, centlnue.

ﬂemorles"are made of thlS

Lautieston Hall 1977+ Gan’ extraerdlnary mansion’in: Scotland ‘turned 1nto
commune; where wevate' rabblt food for & week and dep631ted in the t011ets cf
England for a month afterwards seees

Hellnay Fell”WShlp Camp, - Staithes, N Yorks.coast: 1978..s ;wrapped iin-blankets
in‘a terrapin’ “hirt watchlng Japanese D sants up to: thelr necks in: mud fighting
Japanese - pullce° sutside our l'mredes Wade knee deep in muc .to the. coLG showers,
fighting off “the w1therinb "yes cf the ‘mad, method1sts th Tun the place.,w

“"You ‘heve’ decelveq me" says“ he mad methrulst man at 12 o'elock cne night, as
we Stand ‘Gutsidé’a Rut in whlch a twelve year old ‘is v mlttlng her . flsh finges
ontJ the floor; "I thougbt you were a blble readlnv greup ol :

Beechmocd Hall Leeds 1979 the rellef of ia place uhich g clean, comfertable
and. frlendly, where they iserve neither rabbit frod mor ‘schocl dinners, - Tut

‘a choice of :meat .f vegetarlan, all wholescme and tasty (still the kids want
sausages: and beansa PRonkey rides :on . the beach at. Scarborﬂugh anu Brenda
eat1ng her, thlrdv;wui;le.v-*ﬂe £ sba B rEe SR R R

So gou Want to - come?

A good time is guar. nnteed D1 the
basis fof four years research The more you put 1n, the more you take out
and if you have ideas “about what you'd 1ike "fo see happen at this year sf‘
Summer School, talk them ‘over - with ‘friends and’ 1et the crganlslnv group
know in good time. See you there 4.44 R -

PS’ The we 1n thlS al efls not.the royal plural - I thought it was
going to be a301nt_art1cle ph. Gz ook, but. there were -bits; she
would have put 1n (malnly about women) whlch I Haven t ment1oned
she removed her name._ So I carry the can for it. all.;,;: =

Leedeei9;18i



