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- A SADO - MASOCHISTIC

BONANZA?

The theme of the summer school this year was ‘Sex (gender), Class; and
Revolution® or the uneasy matriage between socialism and feminism:
For 2 week we wrestled with the conflicts, suspicions and tensions which
nre the familiar and perhaps inevitable accompaniment to the exploration
of how to incorporate the strengths and insights of the women's movement
in a fundamental way into the struggle for socialism:

We riged ihe following issties:
Can Marxism explain the specific
oppression of women or ig'a separ-
ate method of analysis required?-Is
‘the analysis of the relations between
"the sexes as important.as the analy-
sis of rélations between the classes,
or secondary? Will the development
of a truly anti-sexist mixed organisa-
tion ever be possible or should wom-
en put all their energies into organis-
ing separately?

BITTER DEBATES

The more bitter and acrimonious
areas of debate centred on such ques-
tions as: Can men ever become truly
anti~sexist? Should women waste
their time trying to get men to take
the initiative in anti-sexist behaviour

guiding, instructing, and encoura-
ging them? Isn’t this just one more
example 'of ‘women being pushed in>
to the traditional nurturing and supp-
ortive role? From some of the lestian
women the question was: ‘since patri-
archal attitudes are:so ingrained and
ate woven fto virtually every facet
of interaction with men, why do the
heterosexual women amongst usg
bother with men? Can someone
please explain? !

RELATIONS TO MEN

. Many of the women felt on the
defensive about their political and
personal involverent with men. [
would guess the men felt similarly
defensive. A large proportion of
the women at the summer school
(over half?) were non-Big Flame
members, that is people close to
Big Flame or sonsideringjoining.
Many of them had come from the
women’s movement and were wary
of being in a mixed organisation.
They tended to be very sceptical
about the likelthood of men mouth-

booknotes ....

Now that winter's approaching mayhe you're thinking of spendizg any
spare time that you might have with a good book. So if you've any suggest
ions or comments write in. Meanwhile here are some ideas — mosthv ™"
that come out its October (so | haven’t read any of them yet) but hé

look interesting.

WE SHALL RISE AGAIN is tiz fin-
al testament of Nora Connolly.,
O'Brien: She participated in the rep-
ublican and socialist movements
from 1916 (she helped organise the
Easter rising with her father James
Connolly) to 1981 at which time
she was campaigning for the H
Biock prisoners. 1t's published by
Mosquito Press at £1.95. Two other
new books are on the same struggle.
TELL THEM EVERYTHING is the
story of three months spent by
Margeretta D' Arcy in Armagh Jail
N. ireland {Pluto, only £1.95), it
describes the struggles of the wom.
en prisoners against their treatment
by the British Government — locked
up 23 hours a day in celfs covered

in excrement, urine and menstrual
blood. THE PREVENTION OF
TERRORISM ACT by the National
Council for Civil Liberties (£1.75)

is a review of the operation of the
Act since its introduction; it shows
how most people detained under
the act are seldom charged or con-

victed.
LA LT

ing 4anti-sexist incantations while re-

maining essentially unchangéd; Many '

of the' Bl women members felt diff-
erently: They were somewhat less
distrustful of the men, and felt:
committed totrying to:make amix-
ed socialist feminist organisation
work ‘while grappling constantly
with the knowledge thaf feminism
‘is'still not central enough to BF the-
"oty and practice:
*. However this:was not'just a sado-
masochistic orgy of selfsinvolved BF
members. The agonizing which went

on is:isimply a reflection of the larger

attle*being waged on'the left betw-
cen'those who regard themselves as
being feminists first and socialists
second; and vice versa; and many
others who want to find a way ‘of

marrying the two in an equal relation- o
ship.

“IDE RANGE OF TOPICS
The programme of discussions
included the subjects of patriarchy,

matriarchy,; how'to fight sexism at
work ‘and at home, in political cam-
paigns, the role of feminism in nat-
ional liberation struggles in the third
world, male violence against women
and much more. There were work-
shops which covered topics less ob-
viously connected with feminism
such as the Hunger Strikes (plastic

‘bullet passed round for inspection),

the ‘Alternative Economic Strategy,
the Anti:Nuclear Campaign. The for-
mal discussions, 2 peod number of
which'were separate sex meetings,
were:divided bétween plenaries and
workshops mostly .chaired by wom-
en: Not sutprisingly it:was the dis-
cussions I-had at the bar;.or.while
lying on'the grass'(lots of blazing
sun), or walking under the stars at
night which often had the most im-
Pact on me.

SEX'AND CLASS

For me the excitement of my
first BF summer school came from
the amazing diversity of experiences
available to be sampled. At almost
any time of the day or night by strol-
ling through Beechwood College (a
huge, attractive and comfortable
house with lovely surrounding grass
and fields)'you could take your pick
from amongst such activities as: an

iintense group heavily into a debate

on the Labour Party; a neisy came
of frisby, or hide and seck with the
*1ds; an intimate heart to heart over
a drink at the bar; a women’s film
on video: s sauna; a women'’s mass-
age worksiiop; a hearty revolution-
ary sing song; a quiet game of chess;
or a secluded spell of reading from
the daunting pile of papers circula~
ted for the week’s discussion topics.
Ore difficulty about the summer
school was that-it was Catering for
two rather distinct sets-of people.
There were those very new 1o BF
some of them new to political work
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THE UNHAPPY MARRIAGE OF
MARXISM AND FEMINISM is an
important collection of 15 articles
writteni by women in the USA. It
covers many viewpoints -- both con-
structive ones putting a new theory
on better foundations, showing the
importance of race or gay politics;
and critical ones suing for divorce.
It’s an important part of a debate
that will continue on political theo-
ry. (Pluto £3.95). As backround to
the book articles in the latest RE-
VOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM
from Big Flame; and NEW LEFT
REVIEW 128 may be useful. The
Wornen’s Press are publishing
PORNOGRAPHY: MEN POSSESS-
ING WOMEN {Anni Dworkin £4.75)
and PORNOGRAPHY AND SIL-
EI)/CE (S. Griffin £4.75).

Nora Connolly O’Brien - author of
‘We Shall Rise Again®

Last night fand late night) revels ar the Summier School.

altogether who'watted o explore
basic ideas and ‘have terminology
and basic conceptslooked ati The
other group were of people who had
been active in BF or other political
groups for some time and wanted

to use the school to debate and de-
velop theoretical positions in a more
Jetailed way — in fact to try to crack
old nuts. Linked in with this division
but not coincidental with it wasd
working class/middle class split, It
was felt by some that the issue of
class was-being squeezed out by the
issie of sex(gender) and a workshop
was called for working class memb-
ers only. Meither group’s needs were
fulfilled properly. Somehow in fut-
‘ure summer schools we must over:
come this difficulty while avoiding
the pitfalls of two tier systems, con-
soliddtion of power to an inner cau-
cus of experts; condescension tow-
ards beéginners etc.

Af timeés during the week I felt
exhausted, confused and demoralis-
ed_full of frustratxon and yet too
defensive 1o be abie to articulate my

COMRADE AND LOVER by Rosa
Luxemburg puts guestions of marx-
ism and feminism in a different con-
text, It's a selection of letters writt-
en in a period of fifteen years to Leo
Jogiches, which emphasises conflicts
in relationships and politics. For once
the publishers blurb — a “classic”
they say - looks unpretentious.

For the purer light of Marxism there
is M. Lowy’s REVOLUTION WITH-
OUT FRONTIERS {NLB £4) which
examines Trotsky’s Permanent Revo-
lution. If you want a book that is
sympathetic to the possibility of Lab-
our being a transitional force to Soc-
ialism then LABOUR AT THE
CROSSROADS (M. Robertson £4-
95) may be useful. It believes in a
strategy that leads through Parlia-
ment and extra-parliamentary strugg-
le to state capitalism, whoops what
an error | mean to say socialism,
Michael Foot has DEBTS OF HON-
QUR cheap at just £2.50 (Picador)
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disagreements. These negative react-
ions were easily cutweighed by feel-
irigs of joy and hopefulness — even
euphoria on occasion, Judging from
the amazing high spirits, warmth -and
delight at the last night’s merry
making I think lots of others felt the
same.

FIRE FOR THE
TIMES AHEAD

To live closely together for one
week with people inténsely comm-
itted ‘to trying to find:-a socialist
feminist way of living, trying to org-
anise collectively and democratically
for everything from the washing-up
rota; to child care; to'the chairing of
the plenaries - this 'was'the inspiring
thing, It was trying now for a stice of
the future; a socialist feminist island
in a hostile sea, an injection of soli-
darity and determination to fire us
for the coming year.

Lydia Hall (South London BF)

booknotes....

Lighter Reading you say! Well if you
haven’t seen it already there’s Wini-
fred Holtby's SOUTH RIDING (fon-
tana £1.95), or two new novels by
Margeret Kennedy, LADIES OF
LYNDON and TOGETHER AND
APART both by Virago Press at
£2.95. Ann Qakley has a book based
on conversations with sixty women
becoming mothers, FROM HERE
TO MATERNITY is £2.25 from
Pelican. In contrast there’s a person-
al account of life in a Citroen car
factory in France after 1968 calfed
ASSEMBLY LINE by R. Linhart
{Cafder £3.95}

Last but not least there’s the GOOD
TOY GUIDE 1982 published by
Inter Action Inprint, in collaborat-
ion with the Toy Lending Library —
it's a useful guide to 900 toys and
costs £2,95,

Al these books should be easily
available - The Federation of Radic-
al Booksellers can send you a list of
good bookshops: F.R.B., 73 Walm-
gate, York. Or vou can get them
MAIL. ORDER from York Gommun-
ity Booksl op at the same address.
dust send the price of the book plus
40 pence for P&P.

Terry Sheen




