NOTES FRom SEXUALITY WORKSHOP AT
ANOMEN'S WEEKEND. | |

We didn't know quite whers to start the discussion on sexuality in my
workshop., Partly the ususal problem of being unused to talking about
sexuality in big groups, but also most of us weren't sure wha? it meant

cr what sgveryone else Ehought;it meant, 50 we went_rnund sayilng mbat

we thought it meant. Someoné riased the point ghat usually a'd;s?uasion

on soxuality is assumed to be or comes to be about lesbianismj being gay

or heterosexual; does it affect what kinfl of feminism you have et?._'

People assume its to do with sexual prefsrenee rather than something

widnr, Uhen we went ~ound women said various things about’ what they
thought it mgants "all things relevant to your biolcgical sex as a woman®:
fthe way wéwira conditioned to prove our sexuality"; " what is repressive ab
about sexuality id what we are conditioned to seec it as sg genital
heterosexuality ~ the mythology around it ~ why its tdétally linked to
reproduction, Sexuality as we think of it is a cultural reconstrucgion.

We have in our minds thd it could be smething . quite different to that -
linked to pleasure rather than reproduttion® ‘

Someone asked "can we think adbout sexuality as a peoplething or specificaly
as women, At the moment its completely limked to masculinity and femininity
Has always been to do with male sexuality, male drive and womsn thinking of
themselves as sexual abjects, We decgded it ecouldn't bs thought of in ap

ay other way than as women - but we needed to keep our sense of alternatives
in relation to sexuality -~ male and fepmle,

Thon we talked about being gay and how definigg oneself as gay is a politial
statement not a personal one and it involves a commitment to that struggle
for more and -more womsen. Also that the gay movement and gays 'coming oub!
has liberated everyones sexunslity and affirmed the validity of being gay.
Somaone said if there woren't any pressures sveryene would be bisexual and

I suddenly thought "7 wonder who is?" andthat we were all being very

Ueteiaa clid abeiacu 40 Way and no-one was talking about themselves very
much or saying if they saw themselves as lesbians, heterosexuals, bisexuals,
celibates or what ? Portly it could be a. need to develop more openess, get
to know sach other better - but theres more than that. Are we afraid of
labelling or being labelled: *,.she's bound to say that becafise,,,"

Perhaps we want to say it doesn't matter - that in Big Flame, because of

our politics thare are no divisions between leshbian and heterosexual women
But as someone said its a common assumption that most BF women ars heterose
ual - because nobody says otherwise., Its like when you're describing someons
and unless you say black sveryone assumes they're white and you sometimes
resontntha fact that you have to point it out, IFf you're black, like 1f
vou're.a lesbian then thot assumption in itself is oppressive., Theres a
tendency amomgst BF women to be very supportive om an individual leval

sbout our personal lives, relationships etc. but its not ge neraliswiin a
political way,. I don't mean that we should fesl cbliged to open up perscna}
1ly in any group/workshop in a BF conference dayschool stc to women we don't
know .and trust yet, That would be awful that pressure. Ithink I mean tha
the personal choicec we make have to be discussed as political issues and

wd have to bs able to see how our sexudlity fits into allthat.. It not a
guestion of spending every meeting discussing every detail of our personal
lives. But we do want to develop a feminist politics which is based on an
understanding of the ways that capitalism and patriarchy attempt to control
our sexuality as much as every other area of our lives., T think I8m beginbb

ing to ramble, I'd like to talk more about it all before and during the
confersnce, -




