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Int@pdpction‘: 1com Jemvary I offe ered :
igm’ Tor tne 2nd isgue of Vouems :truggle Tioh

what to write — aidn't want a hesavy impersonzl miece v
didn't think my own life-story (full of bom: s aehool, .
o Teng ﬂOllblCS, fresk, collective childcere, nearly 30 ﬁeVér beenf
married or borne a child) would seen relevurit to the wongh waadlng
J.5.50tes -~ would .in fact @more llkelJ reln;qrce the 1na§e o2 lesbhian-
as-Treak, Sometalnﬁ that Other Women are. S50 me and a frie:d who is
‘compiling a Directory on Women 1nterv1ened Cl wudetueg_ Hest indian
leshian frleﬂd with 2 deughiters. who used to live mnext dooxr Tio me with
her husband. Throvgh nestlnc to Imow- ouy hovs2hold and mweling gay
women she began to realise her lesbian notential ;,evéw o4y ghe - and
her husband snlit up and she wmoved into a council flat wearby with
another woman (friend, not lover) who had a lLidthe szne aze, and began
to study for 3 “(" Levels at college eveulﬂﬂ ulaSﬁof_She seemed aAgoo&
choicge Tor W.S.Notes in that:

+she is an ordinary woman whose 11fe LB%-a-ca!1v 1M*V’”Ld bv action
she has taken,with the sunport of otn«r thas is w0 2io0my utOT“ of
wisery and despaire A tleme of W.5.. iss supPOSed to he how wWomen
_have acted to iunrove their lives. _ o
“4she ig no diffovent from manyother blsck

P 1esbianw
s Tonunzled
=1ne tlle

~\;41 ;n educmtion, circuit-

stances etc, ~ she is surrouvnded by welatived area, »neonle Wio
- make it hard to change - nOL 2 ﬁ]S)l&CPr e~ cl ss_loftie to whon
_meonle can say YOh itfs easy for youl (Jutu -0t in Tect but - that's a-

nother storj) to come ouﬁ proclaim vour @irforence, AN B

she tallks in an easy--to-- read personal way which yet brings out a’
1ot of issues which spread W1dLV than lesbiauism -~ tuings sbov"aow
Cmueh better off she is, financially, since her husband left : how she
has aore control over and choices in her 1life now, while s%ill e€.aphos-
‘iging the &ifficulties of belnﬂ a slnﬁle qarenta Tlany. womeny, we Ie i
could identify with tais.. - IR

((Bvery BF wojen's rova ahovld have one or. Lnore conies of Lthi _inter-
view: so ifvou want to see 1t, cont*ct then :if no lbcw, write to me})

The editorial collective for the Ind .o . otes Ol&ﬂ'b 1ike the inter-
view, thovght it too personal not.politicel enough, shovld be more
analytical.  After thig T asked a 10t of woaen in J,P. theiy opimion
< Fhough in . artherolsOfugﬂlsed way - some- thouzht . 1%, preat come said
“nothing -~ tine passed - and eventually I heard frown. the editorial coll-
dctive Tor the 3rd T.3.0tes. Tﬂev %Ufned it down again as belng too
“gonfusineg’, too “heavy"?, that it puts down sleeping with men ag heing
“elnty,pfsﬂtlea%, alwavs leads to acting like aslave” (1tﬂoe5ﬂ‘t say
thig in fset), also thig bogether with Clavdette's opinion. tbam_all
women should try sleeping with women they found “guite threatening.
T4's a question, they say, of “how we Jroaect the idea of transforming
our relationshing, be they men~-wonen; women-wo.en; men-men 3 e\ch19
personal and social®, They go on aﬁort the need to build up #.5.Hotes
amnong wonen who have bharely benun to think about Vomens Liberation and
what it entaile.: Thig means belng careful abovi what we write, . and
treating the exneriences of the women we ‘oW will read it sympathetic-
ally? | ?so none ofthe readers ore pobevtlally a%bracted to wonen -
Claudette is an isolated freak?)). _ ;

Gloom. I then rece:ved a revuest to write oaet“1pﬁ for Lo BF Joaens

Conf. Renort on - svess what ~ lesbhbiagnism and gexuality. Afuer much
thought and delay X rewlled witi the foljow1nﬁ ¥etmcru

Dear Sisters, o ' R L
I'n afrisd I havi't wrlﬁten. anythlng on Lesblanlsm and

eral Teasons
BEF Yomeng Conference Report. There ari sev .
%egﬁgézgg fo§l§2§1y I feel very: unconfldent about wrltzn thlnp gox BF ,




3

which is strange as I do a lot of writing olroerwige and Uy ds womething

;I am faigly confidgnt about. Perhaps it Pesguse I ovoer imay what T
“write should be highly theoretical and flewl.=s, and . cun’i Inel thab

intellectual., Partly because of the uncomraicry and st oo wesliaberly
way I fear what I might say will be received oo has harroncd in the past
OK’ there are people who will say.that is pattotic and ¢ onvotiid - be -
POUGH and STRONG - but I am generally, quits. but thexs ave vays and
Woys of criticisingm some are positive gome are destructize (Iike thab
letter CD got from a comrade which prompted that great thing she wrote
for the Internal Bulletin which I found reasl v helpful. and uvhought-
provoking and supportive & have also shown zound to lots of poople. as

an coxample of What Is BF All About, what docs veing in BF mona - 8OTTY
back to the point),  Well destructive criticinsm does Jjusil. viwl - desgtroys
me.. Makes me feel,thoroughly'inadequate and. incapable. & =y 1 sUppose
cos 1 don't get much personal support withia heeds BF .. © Son's have
‘any cloge friends in the group - and SO that s a probiem...f'm used

to writing things I find difficult with at iLeoest one wiber person, then
it's easy, but of course being the only lesiien in Lesds UF and feeling
I'm identified as the "sexual politiecs frex T'm oon my own with writing
gsomething and no-one outside BF ig thsi au sobed. ho o aove more than a

5 minute discussion on iteeel think*isylaﬁuan.is.thcg:.;%lem vith all
that. o ; - S o

The other reason wzs Just not knowing liow “Th nay wha!s ¥ wanted to say
in a8 way that wou;un‘t be glienating ~nd o1 Poputting o the working-class
women, I know a lot of the way Wgexine Do iues! iz talked aboub both

in BF snd in the Women's Liberation Mevarenr nas beeun like that, and

T don't want to continue that, but I just ~*% know how to be better.
Oh I can talk about it all with any woman —aW hours, but wribing seems
different, especially in the conference report which will be taken as

. some sort of statement. s T
Then my previous attempt to write sbout lesbianiem, There wasg what Penny
and T wrote in the Internal Bulletin last summer, which looking back
wag 21l "oh how terrible and oppressive it is £o be-gay" which is ridi-
culous in giving far less than half the pilcture - nothing about the joy,
- strength, confidence, POWER that lesbianism, once I'd accepted it, gives
me. That I thought came over in Claudette's interview, but you all
found that threateninge. Like when it came up in our meeting in Leeds
(whole group) on The Family and a working-class woman, fairly new to

BF, said that the Womens Commission Minutes were "full of lesbianism”
(which surprised me a lot cos the Comm“.ssion. certainly hadn't been -
anyway there was Jjust one reference in 6 sides 1 think) and people
Mywould think we were just a bunch of gqueers" - and I gulped and tried to
. talk about the oppression of lesbians in this society - the plight of
lesbian mothers losing custody of their kids, which was new to some
comrades, well it's not generally known - but T don't VANT -to talk
always about oppression, making out homosexuals to be this poor group
to-be-pitied, I feel:: -~ - . - ' ST i

"LesbiahiSm ijs an expression of confidence in women
Lesbianism is a adurce of POWER for all women '

1ike it says on the poster by my bed., But I didn't feel 1% then, I felt
 wounded in the gut, and miserable, and alone. Even though some of the
‘comrades didn't agree with her, and said a bit ~ but then the subject
changed - T.didn't pursue it. Becouse T didn't know how to express
what T felt in a way that would mecan something positive,to_her,-not
something either disgusting or threateninge  4nd that in itsell, my
inability to say anything %0 put over what I feel 1s political aboutb
legsbianism, made me feel even more inadequate. Vicious circle.
The group of women doing the latest Struggle Notes in London say they
 want something tunheavy" on being gay. I guess T don't know how to be
~less "heavy". 0 - - L p

“hhé same was true to a legser extent on writing something on "gexuality"
I wanted to pubt over how it is political, how - OK, having orgasms and
enjoying sex doesn't cure your leaky roof or buy the kids shoes but




makes you feel a Lot better, moxe confident, happier and stronger
in yourself and therefore more able to fight about these things.

But that's not what I mean, that you should have good sex cos it
helps you be a better socialist. Not at all,

1'd have liked to talk aboutb that in the workshop. Perhaps the
leshian/bisexual women in BFF will really get together soon ToO talk
about all this . We may come up with something better than I've
been able to produce. Trom - the Peactions, it couldn't possibly he
WOT'SCe ' R s o L

I'm really disappointed to have missed the confereince.
love from S
T BNOS SN Tal

Oon A4th June T got a reply from Anne in L'pool saying the above

was too late for conf.report, but did I object to it going in Inter
nal Bulletin - she'd like it to go in. As I'd like it to get round
here it ise I hope people don't feel I should have meproduced the
original interview and a1l correspondence too = I thought that
would make it all too long, but as it is some may feel they've been
m}sinterpreted nd others that they havn't enough info. to Judge the
aituation themselves - anyone feeling thig contact me for copies

of interview and lettcrrs etces = '

Thoughts ¢ the surgestion that women should try sleeping with other

Pivalesmihuiiael e bt}

momon is clearly very threatening bo jots of women, even those who
openly admit to zetting the majority if not all their friendship and
support from women. 1t cane over strongly to me rending CD's piece
how the individuals who upset her, messed her about, fucked her up
werc all men, how her support came =%k from women. Of course us
women don't agrec all the time, & I've gone through a time of feel-
ing really unhappy ~bout the relationships between women in Leceds

BF (we've mot closer again now, are talking more). Yet the idea

of getting still closer to women, that you might carry your friend-
ghip into bed, or that others should talk about finding strength

and joy as well as oppregsion from society in doing this, is preeted
with nervousncss and dislike. We could ask ourselves why we feel ‘
this way, why XXk wmwkek it is to society's advantape to have made

us feel this way. Not all socicties of the past have had thig
strong taboo against homosexuality so why docs it exist now? Yhy

do the National Front hate and attack'queers'as well as commles

and blacks? How ®mxmuch do the feelings that they so violently
cxpress exist within us, #F members, however "tolerent! oand "en—
lightened" we think we are ?

Women in BF have toalked a 1ot about sexism within male comrades.
How about our own racism % I was born white, that's not my fault:
but it IS nmy fault if I behave in a racist way cven if I don't mecan
to. TLike not recognising black people 1've met and talked to,on
the street, when I'd certainly know Xkmwho 2 white person was thab
Ttd net as often : like arranging a meeting in the Tradeg Club and
not knowing enough aboutb fsian culbture to understand that the
Indian woman who caue would be totally frooked out when she got in
and discovered it wes a pub. - Frhgion women ern't allowed in pubs-
some Asian men who wene there saw her - her 1lifc is hard enough as
a gingle parent who's divorced in the Asian Community — she's on
ner own and if she breaks too much with her culture's rules she and
her children will be cast out ortirely. Sure she thinks it's not
fair but she doesn't-went to give 1t up, she'd like to change that
situaticn and make Agian wonen'S lot better, We've known her #2
years but we hadn't grosped the real Teasons why she never comnes to
the pub with us after playgroup meetings, somehow thought "oh she

doesn't want to", This is raciste. _
And then class. Homm tiﬁKQQQQ%ﬁH%&%ﬁﬁm.BF acerm o think that be-—



cause Wieordx we have seen through the bourgeois lie, because we

know the working-class is exploited and oppressed by capitalist
society in the shape of the bosges, that those of us who come from
the boss class (as I do) have somehow magically transcended our

class background. That WE never behave in ways that our working-
clnss comrades find oppressive. Well, if we don't actually think
this (and I hope nobody does) wo don't ever TALK about it. Until

it affects us directly I supposec we won't. It all began to hit ne
very hard when a woman I could have started a sexunl relationship
with gave as one of her reasong for not wanting to do so that T am
middle-class and she isn't. That the people we'd had coffee with
that evening (lefties active in their unions etc., not in BF bub g
c¢lose %o it% made her feel uncomfortable ~ "things like, what you're®
supposed to laugh at". This woman got to university but dropped

out when she realised the education she was getting, the scene whe
was mixming with, was taking her far away from her working-class
roots, she was beginning to 1look down on her family - now she's goet-
ting politically involved, gous to Womens Liberation meetings ond

is frightened of the same thing happening. Only at Womens Aid whoere
she works does she feel really all righte “And it's all quite true.

Tt's no good beating our breasts with guilt or alternatively thinking
that because we're aware of all these problems they'll magically go
awaya It's not my fault I was born whitc and middle~clags and thus
privileged in this society : is IS my fault if I continue to behave.
in the oppressive ways that this privilege gives me, I can't Ygive"
power to oppressed groups of whom I'm not a member {as ‘a woman I can
fight for the power of women, as a lesbian for the power of gay: ’
people)s I can though fight those who try to hinder khmsr people

taking control of their lives, I can speak out against racism and
get together with others to actively oppose it without trying to
in any way tell black pecople what to do « I will probably make a
1ot of mistakes do insensitive things in the process but I con and
nust try. ' P o ' o '

T know all ocur struggles arc linked - theretls no individual solutionse
Unless we all have power and control none of ug will. That's why
Tim in a nixed revolutionary mxxgzmzxkk organisation. But unlcss
we can openly talk ghout the differences within the organisation,
we won't be able tofoutwards and fight the mpxmssm big OppPressors,
the real cnemy, in @ unified way. A lot of our current difficulties
hinge on class. We must confront this sxawxxswx oh my niddle -
class conrades before the working-class members get totally pissed
off with us, which I wouldn't blame them for at all, ond tell us to
get out of thelr organisation because we'll never be anything bub
oppressive within ite Aind perhaps I have got completely the wrong -
end of the stick,. '

T'm not o person who invents theories and don't pretend to be, I
don't want to start apologising for all the inadequacies in this
article thereby "covering" myself apainst forthcoming criticism, )
Just please don't say "do you really believe all that?" in a voice -
of disgust like somgone once 4T3 To me about something I wrote 3
years ago which took ne all summer - it's not helpful. /fnd thonks
thanks thanks yet esgain to CD whose piege has given me the courcge

to actunlly write all this down for people to recad, though I've

been thinking it, and talking about it with "safe" people, for 0gcse.

Al G., Leeds, 25/6/77.
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