SOCLALLSM (ND CHILDCARE I Cordon Mayes

The struggle fgrpmv§pgpgother's perspeceBtive and how as socialists we

might develop it further

How dosgs our struggle in raising children fit into the struggle for Socialism?
The first thing it dees is alter our perspective on what that struggle for soc~
ialism is,

Tt is a great gain made by feminism that we now kk know that the struggle

for positive change touches every aspect of our private, personal and

social existence, snd for those of us engaged inraising children, it is

not particularly difficult tc redlise that in organising around the struggles
we have as parents we affect and potentially draw in either actively or
passivley a vast proportich of the total populaticn,

5IG PLAME was to! my knowledge amcngst the first corganisations to try in
recent years to prioritise the community struggle; to move towards a
much clearer view that the enormous weakness of women politically istheir
isolation as child rearers, and to help actively in the development of
struggles that brought womegog%gether to act collectivdy,

lecauase women are paying the/enormous price for the prevailing isolétion
of child rearers in terms of their health happiness and their potential
as human beings, women have much t gain by taking steps to combat it and
many are ready to do so. Cur Sotdsh London group of women with children *
met for the first time of 27th fpril. The cuietest woman in our meeting
went home wrote scme of her ideas down and next day knowked on seven
doors where she knew there were children, but did not know the adults.
Six of theseven women she saw expressed positive response to the idea of
forming a support group for each other,

Some of the problems

The decade of the Wommen's Movement has been a great period of
CreRESSION  burgecning awareness of our oppression as women, the fact that
OF CHILDREN the whole of our lives have been made a dreary process of self-
BY denial and acceeding to our own oppression., I will guess and
YREJUDICE leave it to further discussion by men that they are similarly
affected, Vhere do we learn this self oppression? 1 would
suggest it has its roots in parental enforcement of widespread
prejudice kyx in our society against infantile behaviour which
in itself is normal healthy and part of learning and growth,
Masturbation and exploratery play with one's body and then
with nther objects increasingly coming within reach.

tomen do resist to some extent this pressure to deprive themselves
and their babies of instinctual satisfiaction eg by breast feeding
but hiding themselves away to do it, One of by friends used to
take all her clothes off to feed her baby and hold him close.

»# " Yomen with Children" group formed March 1980 by Spare Rib
readers who have,orcare for,or just like children and want to=
discuss write about and organise around the problems,
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