BLACK and anfi-iniperialist struggies, in a similar
way to the womens movement, have challenged
traditional marxist thinking,

_The classic marxist model expected all countries to
follow the same path of development to advanced
capitalism. Only then would the industrial proletariat
be strong enough toleada soczahst revolution....v: . .

But instead of the ﬂowerlng of. mature somahsm 1n E
Britain, Gérniany or'the US, major movements or
transfomlatlons have mostly grown m poorer ‘less
developed’ countries,” -

People in those countries have sa_1d they cannot
wait for:a western-type proletariat before the
revolution is allowed. Its very development is held
back by theif relationship to a wider system of
exploitation - capitalist domination on a world scale.

R

They have therefore thrown up new kinds of
leadership and new kinds of movements. They have
asserted their national or ethnic identity as a way of
mobilising a mass movement against foreign
domination.

Black movements in Britain have also insisted that
class struggle is not enough - racism has to be fought
explicitly in all parts of society, mcludlng left wmg

- groups. -
- NATIONALISM

But natlonahsm is full of amblgumes and contra-

“dictions, even. ‘when it sees itself within a. broader

framework of power relations. Every natlonahsr,
movement has to decide which aspects of its culture
are holding it back, and which are positive and

progressive, ‘All culture is composed of strengths and
- weaknesses’, said Amilcar Cabral, a famous black
‘nationalist. ‘No culture is a perfect finished whole.”

hese contradictions are no better expressed than
y the posmon of ‘women in ant1 1mper1ahst

suffer populatlon contml programmes _1mﬁ05é’d from

.above which are dangerous to their health. If they

RaCISm some white feminists refuse to support
anti-racist, . anti-imperialist  struggles
because they define the black movement

as male-dominated. It seems ridiculous to
define hlack men as more sexist than
white men. This is patronising and racist.

~ The black mavement is no more or less
male-dominated than any other ‘move-
ment’ in this society -— eg .the Trade
Union mavement, the gay movement, the
_revolutionary left . . The .oflyway
“.women fight that is by biiilding ‘our
- strength and solidarity with other womén
- Ulwithin: those struggles. The right kind of

and the

Women's

' _"._terms

| 'SOMETIMES get the impression that

-support from white femlmsts can hélp usj';.---
“in our fight against sexism ‘in-the ‘black
Smgvement — but it has to be on our-

Many women ir the West have access
10 contraceptives, which may leave a lot
to be desired; but which have given thern
more freedom of choice than their black

sisters. They should understand that they

have these facilities at the expense of
countless third world women - who .are
used as guinea pigs for drugs and IUDs,
and as dumping grounds for the contra-
ceptives that western women fight to ban,
- Even in this countr'v,"_coriti‘aceptives

“like the Depo Proverainjéc o’n known to

have dangerous side: effe are used on

: such drugs
uate ‘western-

“t's important to recognise the prnn

-Ieges which white women have in relation: ti

".to black women, both ir Britain:ard .
“throughout the world,: based “On the
expioatanon of black women by lmpenat '_
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try to enter this country or live here in peace, they
suffer a combination of racist and sexist abuse.

Anti-imperialist movements have often ignored the
specific oppression faced by women, and have
rejected criticism of their own practice on the
grounds that feminism was a ‘foreign import’, They
have defended female circumcision as a ‘cherished
part of our heritage’, refused to contemplate

“abortion, or expected black women to follow silently
and bear children for the sake of the revolution. The
white left managed to realise that racist and
imperialist oppression needed to be fought explicitly,
once those movements became a focus for radical
action, but they wouldn’t extend that logic to sexism.
A new kind of reductionism was showing — to race
or foreign domination..

But women have joined men in these movements
for very good reasons, They have begun to challenge
the men about their sexual blind-spots, making new
demands for the place of women in the society they
are fighting for together. In Iran, women used the
chador as a symbol of opposition to the Shah, but

have opposed the attack on them by fundamentalism.

In Egypt, women are coming out against female
circumcision, and are reclaiming their Arab identity.
In Ireland, women have raised feminist issues within
the republican movement, and Irish feminism has
grown. And in Britain, black women have started to
organise autonomously in groups such as OWAAD.

should we get involved in campaigns
against the Immigration Laws, when they
could involve supporting arranged
marriages?” The arrogance of these
women amazes me, They make the
chauvinist assumption that they know
better and can organise black women’s
struggles on our behalf, They also assume
that marriage in the West is somehow less
oppressive to women, somehow less
*arranged’. If ‘arranged marriages’ are to
be challenged they will be challenged and
are being challenged by Asian women on
their own terms.

It's not a question of laying the blame
for afl this at the feet of white women;
but it is important that they accept some
collective responsibility for it and begin
to support black women's struggles on

that basis, -
at basis LUCY COX

At the same time, these women know that their
oppression must be seen in a wider context. ‘Women’s
problems are political,’ said Nawal El Sadaani, an
Egyptian who condemned female circumcision in her
latest bock about women in the Arab world. ‘To
isolate them from the social, political and economic
structure that surrounds them avoids the main issue —
the liberation of men and women alike from
exploitation.’

SOLIDARITY

As socialist feminists we want to extend oux
solidarity to these women, not just for their sake but
because a victory for them is a victory for us. We have
recognised that women sometimes need to fight
against much more than sexism alone, and that
sexism can take many different forms. This means
that although we have a lot to share, we also have a
lot to learn. White socialist-feminists from imperial

-powers cannot tell other sisters how they ought to
~ struggle. Real solidarity is won when divisions are

re¢ognised and fought, not ignored.
" At the same time, we must continue to organise

: against sexism within anti-imperialist movements, and

broad fronts such as “Troops Out’ or the ANL. They
ave as divided by sexism as the trade unions, mixed
left or any other organisation in our society. But
that doesn’t mean we must have nothing to do with
them. They must always be forced to realise that if
the women aren’t free, then no-one is free.

Walking a tightrope 27

MARIK RUSHER (IFL)



IMPERIALISV

Grunwicks received a great deal of publicity. It was hailed as a show of the potential strength of the rank
and file, and many involved in the mass pickets saw themselves as the mighty labour movement giving
‘muscle’ to the weak Grunwick workers. But they didn't se¢ the areas where they themselves were weak
and had a lot to learn from the women at Grunwicks. The fight involved much more than union
recognition — it was about racism and sexism. it was a golden opportunity to tackle these divisions
within the trade union movement but very few took this opportunity. The Asian women were someshow
invisible, or referred to as “those brave little Asian women.”

The strike at Chix raises the very same problems, but it hasn't become as widely known. For eight
months Asian women at the Chix bubble gum factery in Slough were on strike over union recognition.
They won their fight — but at the cost of many jobs and a bitter lesson in union sell-out.

CONDITIONS AT CHIX were notorious.

Wages were 90p an hour for Asian
women and £1,10 for white women.
120 workers had to share four toilets.
Only five minutes was allowed for
washing on the day shift, and the night-
shift workers were allowed no time at
alf. There were no medical facilities like
a sick room, and no sick pav. Asian
women 1testified to discrimination from
the white supervisors.

Things came to a head when one of
the women lost her baby because the
management refused to dgive her a
{ighter job, It was then that the women
decided to join a union and change
things.

107 out of a workforce of 120
joined the GMWU last summer. The
marnagers refused to negotiate with the
union, threatened to sack the workers,
and recruit non-union ‘labour. So on
10 October, 96 workers, all Asian and
mostly women, went on strike.

Since the strike started, various
strike-breaking tactics have been used.
Scab tabour was brought in at £2.50 an
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hour; other wages went up to £1.45 an .

hour. Supplies of glucose were delivered
at midnight by a firm of TGWU workers,
under police escort.

The women picketed day and night,
often in freezing weather. They were
offered a settlement which

tion,

jobs — Chix managernent had abolished
the evening shifg, .

Some women will be’ going back to
increased wages of between £1.26 and

"£1.40 per hour. But those women who

have lost their jobs feei rightly that they
have been betrayed by the very union
officials of the union they fought so
hard for. They won the right to be ina
union but lost their jobs.

The women at Chix decided that the
settlement agreed by Jeremy McMullen,

GMWU fuli-time official, without ¢con- -

sultation with
enough.
They chalienged Mr McMullen at a

them, was not good

meeting to renegotiate for full reinstate-

ment of the women strikers.

included -
their main demand for union recogni- =
However, only 19 of the 45
remaining strikers wadld feturn to their |

i Chix Mass Picket

He tried everything to convince them
to accept the redundancies but the
women refused to back down. So the
strike was bhack on. The picket re-
started and the ban on supplies resumed.

Mr McMullen didn’t know that, had
he failed to back down, the women
would have offered him the thanks he

_deserved: in the shape of a dozen eggs

stashed away in their saris. And a
special gariand of broken, oid and torn
shoes would have been placed around
his neck to show their contempt and

“disgust with him,

But, despite the determination of the
wamen, their union officials have finally
backed down. They have accepted a
deal which is little better than the
original offer. The evening shift women
have not been taken back, though they
have been guaranteed jobs if the shiftis
restarted in the future.

The 19 women who have returned to
the factory will have to use the strength
they built together in the strike to make
sure the union dcts in their interests,
now they've won the right to be
members, AT
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IMPERIALISM

‘FROM THE POINT WHEN WE APPLY
TO ENTER BRITAIN TO THE POINT
WHEN WE ARE ACTUALLY LIVING
HERE, RACIST, SEXIST AND ANTI-
WORKING CLASS LAWS CONFRONT
US, PUTTING BLACK WOMEN AT THE
BOTTOM OF THE DUNG-HEAP IN
THIS. COUNTRY. IF WE KNOW THIS,
WE MUST FIGHT IT.’

'Black Women in Britain Speak Out” —
OWAAD Conference talks

VARIATIONS in our shades of blackness
are of little importance compared to the
common experiences we share in racist
Britain. To the racist on the street we are
all ‘niggers’ because we are not white,

The first Black Women's Conference,
in March, 1979, organised by the Organi-
sation of Women of African and Asian
Descent {OWAAD), was one of the things
recently that has given me strength and
solidarity, | felt proud to be a black
woman and glad to heéar other women
say things | had felt and said.

The racist immigration laws make no
distinction between Asians and Carib- B :
beans. Calling ourselves black is a sign of - Heathrow: Demonstration to protest virginity testing on Asion women.
unity and in times like this black women
certainly need unity if we are going to
effectively resist all the attacks being
made on us,

many black people as possible out of Britain and to harrass and intimidate those E
already here, Since 1971 it has virtually been impossible for a black person to settle [§
in this country. The only people who can come and /ive here as of right are
‘patrials’ — mainly white pecple with family connections.

The immigration rules defining eligibility and conditions of entry have recently
been tightened up., Black women have now been denied the right to bring their
husbands or fiances to live in Britain. Men can bring their wives and fiances, but it is |
alt at the discretion of immigration officials who decide whether they ‘believe’ §
that you are someone’s wife, Women can wait for years and years, vainly trying to &
be re-united with their husbands.

The Immigration Act gives police and immigration officers powers 0 arrest [
without warrant anyone suspected of breaking immigration controls. They can be |
detained indefinitely, with no right to bail or hearing, and deported without trial or
effective right of appeal. In practice this means more powers to harrass ali black &
people in Britain — to search, arrest, intimidate, guestion, imprison, and finally #
deport.

Many black women are being subjected to vaginal examinations on the pretext
of determining their age or whether they are married or single. X-rays are also used
to determine age, often on pregnant women, with no regard to the damage this
i could cause to their babies. Zahira Galiara was pregnant when she arrived in Britain &
in 1976. The immigration officials refused to help her when she went into labour
! and maintained that she was trying to avoid immediate deportation. The baby died |
as a result.

The campaigns to defend two women — Nasira Begum and Anwar Ditta —~ have
succeeded in warding off the threat of deportation and denial of entry to children.
® All the rules are loaded against a chance of a fair hearing, but it's crucial 1o show
support and increase their chances of winning their cases.

AT LA U A T T
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