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Social wage 
social contract 
prices and incomes. 
What are these terms and policies all about? 

Here are three articles dealing with these important and widely 
discussed issues. 

Defmingthe 
"social wage" concept 

by P. Symon 

Three terms are being bandied ahout in the lahour movement and in the mass media 
which have, hy lack of definition and incorn'ct usage, hl'come hopelessly confused. 

The terms are "social wage", "social contract" and "prices and incomes" policy. 
They have become virtually interchangeable but mean quite different things. It is 
desirable that definitions should be arrived at and agreed upon. 

In the iirst place, the term "social wage" is a misnomer and does not properly 
describe what it is supposed to cover. 11 would be beller if the tertiI were dropped 
and replaced by "social benefits". 

Social benefits are those benefits either paid in money or by way of services. 
subsidies or concessions met frolll governinent revcnues either Federal. State or 
Municipal. 
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Age and disability pensions, chiid endowment payments, unmarried mothet's 
pensions are examples of money payments. Subsidy of telephone rentals, travel 
concessions, free medical services, reduced Council rates for pensioners are 
examples of social benefits which are not <ldvanced by way Of a money payment to 
the recipient. 

It is all these benefits, and there are many of them, which are sought to be 
covered by the term "social wage" or "non-wage income". Dut the use of the term 
"wage" is misleading and is one cause of confusion. 

The term "wage" in common usage is understood to mean a payment received 
in the hand from an employer for work done in the production of a commodity or 
the provision of some service. 

A wage is paid by an employer (who might also be a government) while a social 
benefit is provided by a government or its intrumentality and is not received as a 
result of employment and work. 

In many cases social benelits are provided to all irrespective of whether the 
recipient has been a worker for wages or not. In some cases the scope of a benelit 
and the entitlement is limited by a means test. 

Taxation has also become mixed up with the concepts ofa "social wage", <lgain 
incorrectly, and adding to confusion. 

The ahility orn government to pay social benefits, whether in the f'on~ ofmonl'Y 
payments or by way of services, will depend on the amount of ib tax rl'venue and 
the priorities given to the government's various expenditure~. 

The source of tax revenue is important ami may be borne more heavily by the 
working people than by big business and thl' rich and is,consequently, inl'l]uitahle. 

Taxation levcls alTect evcrYlll1e's standard of' living. If taxation levil'd out of 
worker's wages is high while thl' social bendits provided are low, the overall 
standard of living or the working people is reduced. Real purchasing power is 
reduced by high taxation. 

But taxation is the income side fur the government while social benclits ,\I"(: on 
tl](' expenditure sick. 

or course, these two sides are inter-rL'i<lteci bur they are not the same. Ifdemantls 
are to he advanced l'llllcL'ming taxation levels imposl'd UpUIl rhe working people. 
they should be clearly frlrlllulated and not muddlcd by reference to a "social 
wage". 

foOl' many years the labour movclncnt has been concerncd about ~ucial bcncfit~ 
such as pensions and health bcnelits and abuut taxation levels. So it is Ill)t 
SOIl1L'lhing new. Much more atll'ntion sh(luid be given to thl'se aspects of living 
standards but it is not necessary to invent sOllle new IL'rllls to achin'e this aim. 

A "social contract" or Cl "prices and incomes" policy refers to an agrecment 
involving guvcrnmenl. t'llIpioyns and workt'l"s covering certain aspects of the 
econonlV. Such all agn.'ellll'nl could COVt'l" any llumber of things but is usually 

5 



limited to prices, wages, taxation and possibly some social benefits . These are the 
aspects induded in the proposed agreement between the ACfU and a future ALP 
government. 

A "social contract" is therefore entirely different to what is usually meant by a 
" social wage". 

A campaign concerning the "social wage" was first launched by the AMWSU. It 
was described as covering "health, housing, education, social welfare and other 
community services" and "comes on top of our ordinary wages. We pay tax 
because we have to and get a social wage in return." (Australia on the rack p 2.) 

These statements are only partly correct. Many wage workers do not get any 
"social wage" in return for taxes. It is misleading to say that the "social wage" 
comes on top of "our ordinary wage". 

More serious, however, is the fact that in the same publication the concept of 
"social wage" was very rapidly turned into a "social contract". 

Mr L Carmichael writing in Australia on the mc/.: (pp 28 and 30) says: 

"Preliminary talks are taking place on these matters between the ACTU and 
representatives of the future Labor government. The national leadership of the 
AMWSU is holding discussions with both. 

"The object is to reach agreement between unions ami the ALP about 
cooperative policy over incomes. taxes, the social wage and inuustry policy ... 

"Under the umbrella of overall government planning and intervention into 
the economy there should be industry hll industr), agreements between unions. 
government and employers ... An industrial bloodbath will certainly be on the 
agenda without such agreements. No one will benelit from that." 

The "social wage" is turned into a "social contract" anu class struggle into class 
collaboration with agreements between governments, unions and employers. 

Mr Bill Mountford, AMWSU Victorian Research Officer, is even more explicit. 
Writing on the content of an agreement, he says: "We cannot and will not be able 
to coerce private enterprise to invest their profits. They will continue to have to be 
induced. which places a crucial limit on the terms of any agreement. This means 
that the implementation of most aspects will have to provide for extensive 
tripartite negotiations, producing agreement with the corporate sector." 

And again: 
"If the industry policy side of an agreement is seen to simply work for the 

interests of workers alone, it will be resented and resisted by other significant 
sections of the community." Ay t he employers perhaps? 

Mr Moulltford also cnnws to terllls with the foreign inVl'stor: 

"An agreement mllst come to grips with the I;ICI that foreign investment will and 
should continue under a Labor Governml'nt. The terms on which it is allowed 
must therefore be realistic." (Quotatiolls from a paper hy Bill Mounti'onl. Ma y29. 
1\182 ) 
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"Social contracts" and "prices and incomes" policies ha ve been tried in other 
capitalist countries. They have always failed and wili also fail ill Australia even if 
the working people are conned to accept such an agreement for a time. "Social 
contracts" or a "prices and incomes" policy will inevitably fail on the rock of the 
economic realities of the capitalist system. 

Such agreements ollly cover some aspects of the economy and their real aim is 
to control, limit, freeze or reduce wages paid to workers. 

While prices are mentioned, it must be borne in mind that the Federal 
Constitution does not give power to the Federal Government to control prices. An 
investigation or assessment of prices does not amount to control. Manufacturers 
and others will remain free to increase them if they can. There is no mention of 
limiting company profits, only workers' wlIges. 

Here are some other important aspects of the economy which fall outside the 
concepts or a "prices and incomes" policy: interest rates, exchange rates, inflow 
ancl out flow of roreign capital, the decisions to intfoduce new technology or not, 
to start a new industry or not, to determine the extent of [)roduction and 
unemployment. 

Unless all major aspects or the economy come under central government 
control. a "social contract" will be limited and will be inevitahly turned against 
the interests of the working people as the employers continue their quest for 
maximum profits. 

Politiclllly, the advocates or such policies imagine that Cl situation or class peace, 
an abandonment or struggle by the working people, including struggle to protect 
those gains already won, will lead Ollt of the crisis. 

The essence of the "prices and incomes" policy is that price increases arc caused 
by wage rises. Control wages and all will be wdl!. they think . 

Mr Mountford , AMWSU Research Officer, Pllts it this way: 

.. As a result of the experience and struggles of the depression and the second 
wurld war governments have taken a steadily increasing responsibility for 
managing our economies. The essence of this is their ability to provide for 
continued economic growth, reasonnhly stable prices and low levels ofllnel1lploy
men!. Because of the growth of trade union power. wages policy has taken on 
steadily more importance in their ahility to do this. The position or trnde unions 
today make it increasingly difficult to accelerate the rate of economic growth and 
maintain or even reduce the rate of inflation." 

Mr Mountford blames the trade union movement for the slow down in 
economic growth and trmk union wages policy for the rate llf inflation (meaning 
price increases). 

Ironically Mr Mounti()rd, onc pI' the AMWSU Research Onicns who 
researched and wrote AU.I'/mlio Oil fl/(' meA, pnlvide~ figures and graphs in that 
puhlication which dispmve these assertions. 

As long ago as IX65, K MClrx COil test ed thi~ same vicw. Hc wrote tlwn Ihal the 
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"prices of commodities are not ruled by the prices of labour". (Wages. Price and 
Pro/if) 

The campaign for a "prices and incomes" policy is aimed above all to persuade 
the workers and their trade unions to give up the wages struggle and to accept at 
least "constraint". 

Kai'l Marx had something to say about this too. 

"If (the worker) resigned himself to accept the will, the dictates of the capitalist 
as a permanent economical law, he would share in all the miseries of the slave, 
without the secUl1ty of the slave." 
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Be 
a d 

d he "prices 
incomes" 0 C 

by B Rooney 

The AMWSU publication Australia 011 the rack, reports preliminary talks hetween 
the ACTU, a future ALP government and the AMWSlJ. ''The object to read! 
agreement between unions and the ALP about co-operative policy over incomes the 
social wage and industry policy. 8y incomes we don't only mean wages. We also 
mean thl' incomes of the fat cats and personal income from profits." (AlIstl'fllia on the 
I'{/ck p 28) 

Ralph Willis, Labor's Federal shadow Treasurer sheds a little more light on 
what is in mind when he says, "Clearly, significant redistribution depends on the 
exercise of state power. But the ability of a Labor government to remain in ortice tu 
implement these objectives will be dependent on the extent to which th(' trade 
unions are prepared to co-operate in an equitable 'prices and incomes policy' , On 
the other hand though, if the redistributiv(, policies are too ambitious by seeking to 
obtain mammoth changes overnight the likely result will be an investment strike , 
flight of capital overseas and other actions by the owners of capital which woulcl 
defCat the objective of restoring full employment." (/hid p 2R) 

A 'prices and incomes policy' is, thererure, going to depend, in the final analysis, 
on what the multi-nationals and local monopolie!o, cunsider to be 'tOl) ambitious', 

The new conditions presented by modern capitalist development are opening up 
I1(,W al1d menacing problems which will require all the strength (lfthe trade unions 
anclthe political organi~ations of till' working class to mect and solve, The vast new 
possibilities created by the advances of productive techniques are being restricted 
and distorted by the fettns uf monopoly capitalisl1l and have hccoml' a ntenacing 
spectre to threaten the lives anti c()nditions of' existellce of' millions or hUllIilll 

beings, Out 10 suggest that a 'prices and incomes' policy is going to solve some 
il11ll1ediate prohlems let alone open up vast new possihilitil's for the workers ull<iL-r 
lOJpilalism i~ an illusion. 
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What stands in the way of the fulfilment of these great potentialities· of 
abundance for all which every expert now recognises as possible? The Catholic 
Church says that " ... 'rigid' capitalism continues to remain unacceptable, namely, 
the position that defends the exclusive right to private ownership of the means of 
production as an untouchable 'dogma' of economic life". The principle of respect 
[or work demands that this right should undergo a constructive revision both in 
theory and practice. (!bid p 32) 

Is it not obvious, therefore, that there could be no more fatal policy for the 
working people than to sce in a 'prices and incomes' policy under capitalism the 
path forward to better conditions? It is precisely monopoly capitalism which is the 
main obstade to the full use of the great possibilities within society for the benefits 
of the people. In practice capitalism converts them into the opposite, into 
instruments of the offensive against the standards, jobs and Jiving conditions of the 
workers. 

The "prices and incomes" policy is put forward as a magic formula. It is 
generally accepted that the working class will not accept a straight out wage cut or 
freeze. It is in these circumstances that the working class is propositioned by the 
Fraser Government for wage restraint. But what the government would really 
like to do is to restrairi, freeze or cut wages. A "prices and incomes" policy has the 
same aim. 

It is easy [01' the architects oJ' the 'prices and incomes' policy to include both 
wages and pro/its as subject to limiiation. But the two processes are basically 
different. Wages are paid cU'Tenlly, and can be cut or restricted currently. A wage 
increase is either won, limited or defeated . A definite ascertainable figure of 
earnings is paid each week. Profits are only declared yearly and the processes of 
assessment and tax juggling admit of infinite complil:Htions and avoidance as the 
firms which specialise in this business well know. The 'pricesancl incomes polil:Y' is 
only a polite pseudonym. The reality is wagc restraint. 

In the short-term thc tradcunion movement wuld he swayed for reasons of 
dectoral considerations into nominally supponing what it well knows from hard 
C'xperience to bc unrealisahle. 

Does this mean that the only alternative to a 'pril:cs and incomes poliq' is thc 
conl:entration or thc entire strength or thc working class movement on the daily 
hallle for wages. conditions and trade· union rights and against the oficnsive of 
l:apitalism? 

On the contrary! Tt is precisely the strength and experience gained in the daily 
hallle that provides the hasis f()r the wider b,llIle against the class, against 
monopoly capitalism. What Marx showed a century ago remains truc today. In 
modern conciitioils, with the ever dosn inll'gration 01 thc big 1ll0nopoliL's ancithc 
state niachine, when economic and political qllestions arc mnre than cver 
intertwined. the elemcritili-y dailv hallk of the trade unions is more than cver 
bound up with the main politil:al hallk of the working class against monopoly 
capitalism. to end Il1pnopi.)ly l:apitalist rule and suhstitute it with sOl:ialislll. The 
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essential task is for the political and economic power of the monopolies to be 
defeated. 

Some of the architects of the 'prices and incomes policy' believe that they have 
found something new. One could be excused for thinking that they are offering 
a re-organised, rationalised and streamlined trade~unionism fitting neatly and 
harmoniously into the correspondingly rationalised structure of state monopoly 
capitalism, without strikes, co-operating together happily through joint boards at 
every level, in a paradise of 'economic planning' - without socialism. 

Needless to say all these efforts will receive the enthusiastic praise of the 
monopoly class. However, these leaders are making one fatal error. They believe 
that they are moving forward from the traditional concepts of tht: role of trade 
unions in new conditions and are extending their role. On the contrary, they are 
moving backwards towards class collaboration, a concept cast orr years ago. 
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" Prices and Incomes 
policies 

by Anna Pha 

In early September the ACTU held a Special Federal Ullions 
conference to cOllsider a document prepared aJ the baJis of an 
agreemellt bet .... een the t/'llde unionJ alld a .lilfllt'e Lahor 
gOI't!I'IIment. Here are ,~Ollle main aspects olthiJ document and 
an Q,\'Je,Umellt. 

" 

The ACTU Executive, at its August mee ting, endorsed in principle a Statement 
of Accord on economic policy which is virtually a prices-incomes policy. This 
pareI' was drawn up by a working rarty of represcntatives of the ACTU and 
the ALP. Members of the working party were: B H,lyden , R Willis , R Hawke 
(ALP); B Kelty, C fitzgibbon • .I Marsh (ACTU), 

The paper had the ohjective of a mutually agreeahle economic policy on prices 
and incomes in Australia , for implementation hy a Labor go vernment. It is seen 
a~ oITering:-

"by far the hest prospect of enahling Australia toexpcrience prolonged higher 
rates of ('collomic ond emploYll1cnt gJ'OII ,th , and accompanying grOll'tfl ill /il'ing 
standonly, without incurring the cireuITIscrihing penalty of higher inllation, by 
providing for r('solution o/coJ!/liCling incoll1e claim,l iI t lowcr /Cl'e/.I' o(ill/lation than 
otherwise would be the case." (Page 4) (Emrhasis added,) 

The emphasis is 0 11 agrecment and co-operation hetween the parties, rather than 
imposition hy the government or conl'rontatiLlIl approaches, The policy covers 
pril'l~s, wages, non-wage i[lCOIllCS, ta xation and government expenditure:-

Prices: Legislation to estahlish a pricing authoritv, and strengthening or Trade 
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by corporations within its jurisdiction. The large corporations are seen as 
price setters, and hence would come uncleI' the jurisdiction of the pricing 
authority. There is no suggestion of any constitutional amendments to 
enable prices to be controlled. 

Wages: Centralised wage fixation is seen as desirable for both equity and 
"industrial relations reasons". The government would advocate to the 
Commission and industrial tribunals "a system of full cost of living 
adjustments". That wage and salary eamers "may share in increased real 
incomes or reduced hours of work, or an appropriate combination of· 
both". The nions will consult with the government on the amount of any 
claims for improved wages and conditions. "Both parties recognise that if 
the essential conditions of the centralised system are met, that there shall 
be no extra claims except where special and extraordinary circumstances 
exis t." (Page 9) 

Non-Wage Incomes: are seen as being indirectly controlled, as there are no existing 
Federal powers to control such items as rent, dividends, capital gains, 
director's fees, interest, or incomes of self-employed, doctors, ete. Such 
measures as easing of monetary policy, extension of a capital gains lax. 
"heallh insurance scheme to remove the ability of doctors to exploit 
patients", are proposed. It is only if these indirect measures are 
unsuccessful, that the government will seek such constitutional changes 
which are necessary. 

Taxation: A restrllcturt' or the tax seale to ease the burden on low and middle 
income earners. wilh regular reviews of the scale, in conjunction with the 
trade unions so that "the tax burden will not rise automatically with 
inllation." The introduction of' "tough new measures to smash the ta.x 
avoidance industry." 

"The government will ('I/{Ii'{f\'ou}' to reduce the relative incidence of 
indirect taxation because of its repressive and inllationary nature." (p 12 
Emphasis added) 

Any general rises in taxation will be discussed with the unions firs!. 

Special levies may be used to fund commllnity or wclf:lre serviccs. 

Ref'crence is a Iso made to improvelllents on essentia I servicc~ and socia I 
inl'rastructure; this expenditure will he dependent on the success of the 
government ill achieving a "non-inflationary expansion of the eCOIlOIllY, 
which in turn will he substantially inllucnced hy the extent to whil'll Ihi~ 
prices and incol1les policy is successfully implemented." (p 13) 

Thl' Package 
Overall, this prices and inconH:s pol icy r('presents a tnlal package, proposing ;I~ 

essL'ntial katlll'L's, "control" of priccs to reasllllahlc IL'vels. wa!!c reslraint. Illaill
IL'nanee or real wage levels, "contml" 01 nOIl-wage incolllL's, restructuring of I Ill' 
taxation system, consultation betwcen unions and govern men I ,and if all goc~ wcll. 
some benefits in the aren or the social wage. 

Ilow re;t1istic is this? 
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From previous experience of the Pl'il:l's Justification Tribunal, one can expect 
little success in price control. There is nil suggestion of constitutional amendments 
in this area, It can be seriously questiollcd as to the likelihood of prices being 
controlled, 

As for the maintenance of real wage levels, the government does not have the 
power to deliver the goods, except for its own employees, and that has not been 
specifically mentioned, It is in the hands of the Arbitration Commission, and wage 
tribunals, The Arbitration Commissillll is sensitive to political and economic 
pressures, and takes into account whllt it calls "national economic interests", 
According to Michelle Grattan (Thl' Age; 23/8/82), R Hawke, the Labor 
spokesman on industrial relations, hlls "conceded that under the prices and 
incomes policy, there could be circumslllnces in which a Labor government would 
want workers to get less than full wage indexation", 

There is no talk of amending the Conciliation and Arbitration Act.tI This could 
remove the main obstacles to the Arbilr:ltion Commission granting full indexa
tion, There is also no mention of the I\CTU's Wages Policy that "automatic 
quarterly cost of living adjustments bused on the published six-Capital cities CPI 
figure" is seen as the best way of achieving the objective of the maintenance of the 
level of real wages , (ACTU Wages Polivy Decision, ACTU Congress 1981, p 2), 

The document admits to the lack of l'ol1trol over non-wage incomes, and only 
suggests the possibility of constitutillJl:t1 :ltl1endments in this area. The lack of a 
guarantee of full quarterly indexatiol1 ill line with CPI movements and proposals 
for "no cla'ims" constitute wage rest r:tillls :tnd will not ensure maintenance of real 
wage levels , 

The only specific reference to heallh is made to the establishment of a health 
insurance scheme that would remove the ability of doctors to exploit patients, 
through means such as over-servicing or l1ol1-adherence to scheduled fees. It does 
not mention the ACTU policy for a ''It'llIrtl to the Medibank system, funded by a 
compulsory income-related levy which gives priority to bulk billing". (ACTU 
Social Welfare Policy, ACTU Congress 1981, P 8) 

On the question of unemployment, IH) specific measures are mentioned in the 
document. 

It would appear that inflation is l'xl'nted to be reduced by restraint in wage 
movements and "controls" over pri(;t'." :lIld prolits. 

The "social wage" element is not SIlt'11 I lilt a tall, and appears to be dependent on 
the success of the prices and incomes policy. 

With no guarantees on the governlllt'lll\ side, no tirm commitment to specific 
policies in such areas as tarifl's, blldgt'l deficits, employment programs - the 
ACTU appears to be signing a blank lltrllllc. 

1# It is surprising that amendments to the AcI that would remove the anti-Union industrial 
legislation have not been included. They wOllld win favour with the Unions. and cost nothing 
in monetary terms. 
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Building the Partnership 
by 

Marie Lean 

Activists in the women's movement, regardless of thdr party political allegianct." 
IInd much on which they can agree. This was graphically shown duriilg the Mid-decade 
Conferences in 1980, leading up 10 Ihe Uniled Nalions Mid-Ierm Conferenct ill 
Copcnhagl'n, whert woml'n across the political speclrum from'lhl' consen'aliVl' partil's, 
across Ihe cenln' groups 10 Ihe Icfl, were agrl'l'd around hasic queslions of women's 
righls, slandin!.: lo!.:elher in opposition 10 Ihe cxtremt, reacliomll'Y l'ienll'nls who 
opposed all propos<lls aimed al furlhering Iht, equal slatus of women in sociely. Many of 
Ihese women\; organisations work logelher on Ihe various commillees in Ihe sl<lles for 
Ihe equal righls and sl<llus of women. A numhl'r of Ihem arc commillcd also 10 Ihe c<luse 
of ptan' and dl'vl'iop areas of co-operalion wilh one anollwr inlhis lie Id loo. 

Ilowevcr, the movement ror women 's rights in Australia i~ over-whelmll1gly 
dominated oy women or middle l'iass origin and petty bourgeois ideas , Hisloricall~' , 
oetter educated women have oeen the ones who have bceome involved in the issue or 
women's rights, Women\ rights arc secn. ,IS exprcssed by middle class theorist s in 
other riclds, rrom a bourgcois view or individual rights, Their approach is hum,lni st 
and pragmatic, Without the oenefit of a scien tific analysis of society. it is a simpll' 
Illatter to come to the conclusion that ifl1lcn hold ,Ill the p()sitions of power then it is 
Illcn who arc the enemics or WOIlll'n , prl'venting thelll from attaining equal righl ~, 
Many nrthe radieallCminists arc stridently anti-male, and it is not surprising that evcn 
the more conservative women 'ldopt these attitudes to onc degree or another. 

The wOlllcn\ nlO\'l'Illl'nt in the western world has grown enormously in rel'ent 
years; out its gro\\'th has taken pi;lce in an alnlOspherc ofhnstility tnwards. and alllll' 
sa mc lillle . almpst Iptal igllllrancc of. tht' ideas or Marxism-l.cllinism and thl' 
achil'velllCllls or WOIllCIl 111 thL' socialist world . Il1lked IhL' il1lluendo and straight out 
lies or an t i-Sov iL'l is III a re ali Vl' and wdl in t hl' Wllllwn \ nHWL'Illt'llt a:-. Illuch as in 01 hl'l' 
scctors of WL'stern lik , 

It was wilh thL'SC /;Il'h in 11111Hllhal a gn)lIp oi'Socialist Party wOlllen rl'cp<lrl'd III 
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take part in the Third Women and Labour Conrerence held in Adelaide, June 4-6, 
1982. Preparations involved collective study and discussion of the SPA Women's 
Program and other Marxist-Leninist literature, as well as some of the opposing 
points or view. 

This method or study, analysing our policies for the purpose or using the theory to 
examine and question the views or others, was or enormous benefit and enabled 
those involved to conlldently tackle the arguments put 1'00ward by women much 
practised in academic argument. The same approach could be profitably used by 
other groups of comrades taking part in any conrerence of the broad movement, be it 
on trade union, peace or women's issues. 

At the Women and Labour conference, the main concepts dominating proceed
ings were: that men have all the power and women must win over these positions or 
power ror themselves; trade union leaderships are 'male-dominated bureaucracies'; 
and from the Marxist/Feminists, no women have achieved equality thus far, 
certainly not in the soci(llist world. 

On the plus side, capitalism was seen to he proving incapahle of solving the 
problems or women or society. These anti-capitalist sentiments did not extend to a 
view or a socialist future except when Socialist Party women spoke. 

The Marxist/Feminists found references to the equality of women in socialist 
society a huge joke and referred to these countries as 'post-revolutionary' societies. 
They deplored l.he demise of the 'l'eminist' movement in t he Soviet Union and called 
for its revival. They rOllnd themselves (It odds with certain concepts of Marx and 
Engels, bll! were unable to put forward credihle alternative theories. 

Western feminists have difficulty in understanding why Soviet women have not 
put solut ion of their prohlems its women above the resolution of the problems of the 
whole society. The two, of course, are hound together in the solution of the prohlems 
of t hc work ing class as a whole. 

Anti-Marxist ideas werc hacked up by various theoretical texts and expounded hy 
a significant grouping of articulate academic women . They have flourished in an 
atmosphere almost devoid of altcrnative theories. There are few working class 
womcn present. nor will they he attracted to such eonl'erences. However. it is 
important that Socialist Party women take part and puhlicisc Marxist-l.eninist 
theory and the achievements of women in socialist society. 

Why are working class women nl>t attracted to I he women's movement in large 
numbers'? Just as in the dcveloping countries, solving Ihe problem of the day-long 
trek just to supply the family with water has priority for women over learning to read 
anu write; so working class women find the daily grind of doing two jobs. one in the 
paiu workrorce and one 'at home. more than fills t heir waking hours. Their paid work 
usually ensures the survival of the family and is nol usually an interesting career. 

Most working class wOl1len are not able to follow a careCl" of their choice. hut wurk 
to supplement the IiImily incoll1e. They do not sce the falllily as a milestonc arounu 
their necks, preventing them from :Hlaining cquality. as do many I"cminists . They 
devote t hcir energies to preserving I he hUll il \ i ntac I. despite the pressure~ of capitalist 
society which undermine the ramily. They work at what work they can gel which fits 
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in most closely with their domestic arrangements, the problems of child care, 
housework and shopping. Very often, because of this double load women endure, 
paid employment is seen as a burden to be escaped from whenever the financial 
commitments of the family allow it. 

Despite the fact that so many married women are now in the workforce, our 
society does not see this as the norm, and women are made to feel guilty and accused 
of neglecting their families and taking men's jobs. They see their financial problems 
as personal problems and seek personal solutions. They do not see that their need to 
work is a result of the general exploitation of workers by the capitalist system, but 
rather as working for a better standard of living for their families. Consequently they 
do not demand from society proper child care facilities, maternity leave, assistance 
with shopping and housework, but try to find their own solutions. Besides, society 
tells them that these are unjust perks demanded by anti~family radicals for which 
other working taxpayers should not have to foot the bill. 

The draft document, Part)" Work Among Women, recently discussed by SPA 
branches, states: 
"It remains fundamental to the success of the movement for women's economic and 
social equality and liberation that the working class - men and women together
determine the direction of the struggle and become the decisive leadership of it." 
The key to success is to work to bring about this partnership. 

Whilst it is true the full emancipation of women can only be brought about after 
the advent of socialism, this is often used as an excuse 'to put "women's rights 
questions aside in the 'too hard basket'. There are many aspects of the st ruggle wh ieh 
need to be taken up by the organised working class movement with mllch greater 
vigour. 

Trade unions shy off all-out campaigns for maternity leave because the subject is 
unpopular with the pUblic. This lack of resolution also stems from an inadequate 
understanding of the exploitation of women. Maternity leave is not .iust 'icing on the 
cake' for women. Women were once generally required to stay at home and produce 
the next generation of workers for thl: system. Now, for a variety of reasons, 
including improved technology and contraception, they arc often expected to also 
work for the boss as well as producing families, at the same time making their own 
child care and maternity leave arrangements at their own expense. 

Women cannot begin to take an equal place in society until theirdual contribution 
to society as mot her and worker is recognised in law and in practice hy full provision 
of maternity leave without loss of seniority and ,\(kquate child care. In our society, 
even among middle class women there nlllst be few indeed who have bel'n ahle to 
follow their chosen career without at some time hnving madc decisions betwl:en 
opportunities and fillnily; most do this all the tillle, taking theiob which creates leasl 
hassks in regard to family commillncnts. 

The wOIlll'n's movcment in Ihl' capitalist cOllntries has, again and again, hCCOllll' 
bogged down on the question ofjohs requiring physical strl:ngth to perform. Ideas of 
"individual freedom" are also brought in to confuse the issue. The tendency in the 
West is to claim that womcn are physically equal to men ,md that hiological 
ciilferl:ncl:s shollld not exclude tlwlll from <lny job. It is also argued that if thl:rl' arc 
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laws limiting weights that women are allowed to lift it will exclude Women from 
certain occupations and is consequently discriminatory. 

Perhaps this issue is not confronted realistically out of fear of old arguments such 
as that women are emotionally unreliable and are inadequate for many occupations 
and positions of responsibility due to their biology. Another tendency among some 
feminists is to deny the nurturing qualities of women, presumably to sustain the 
<lrgument of physical equality. 

The question of weights is already a very real issue for the tr<lde union and the 
wider issues irivolved need to be confronted by political organisations. 

Women in socialist countries are not bogged down on this question. The Soviet 
Union has specific laws in its labour code excluding women from certain heavy jobs. 
None-the-Iess women and men have equal rights guaranteed by equal access to 
education, vocational training and opportunities in employment. At the same time 
there is "affirmative action" in the form of special labour and health protection 
measures. 
(See Constitution of the USSR Article 35.) 

There is a real need for research in this area. The answer cannot be oversimplified. 

It has taken. time for the conclusion to be drawn th<lt the various anti
discrimination laws can in fact work against women and that what is required is 
affirmative action. 

Affirmative action 'involves giving women specific opportunities to achieve, not 
promoting them beyond their present capabilities. This particularly applies to thc 
working class movement and political parties. The ALP has made <l decision to 
promote women by having one third conference delegates women and this move is 
applauded by many women. In the Socialist Party we should see this question 
differently. The status of women in the SPA already stands up well incomparison to 
other organisations. The position of women will be further advanced by giving them 
the opportunities to gain experience. to develop their work, to study, so that they can 
be elected as conference delegates and on to committees in their own right. 

To promote won)Cn just because they are women, and not bec<luse of their overall 
pulitical understanding. has great clangers. however. for the working class movcment 
and could seriously weaken its elfectivencss. Tukenism can lead to problems. It is all 
too e<lsy to appoint or elect an org<lniser. adviser or other advocate for women and 
give her the job of sorting out all the "women's questions". The problem is often 
compounded by the anti-male attitudes of some women, and results in men shying 
oil even acquiring a knowledge of wOlllen's issues. Women activists attend an 
abundance of women'seonferenecs and meetings (from which men are often 
deliberately excluded) and build lip an expertise on the subject which is denied to 
men . Women do need their own organisations and mcetings. but somelimes these 
are ust'd not so much to develop the abilities and confidcnce oi'wolllcn. a~ to alienate 
them against men . 

Few workers have <In effective knowledge ()f the processes of capit:llist exploita
tion. Women arc not secn to be exploited at all hy sOllle. Illuch less tnsullera double 
exploilation . Many feel women are well olf ill our society. Workers do not nt'cessarily 
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see themselves as being exploited by the much vaunted free enterprise system and 
therefore do not see that their family is exploited. Engels' explanation of the family as 
the basic economic unit of capitalist society is little understood. Workers see their 
families as their own private and personal affair. They have children and love them 
and do their best for them. They do not see their children as the future workers 
without which the system cannot function; they do not see their wives as a pool of 
cheap labour for the capitalist machine; they do not reel the system owes women 
maternity leave because it benefits from their producing future workers to be 
exploited by the system. 

Workers join in struggle for a bigger share of the cake and more humane living 
conditions. Only when they have a more aclvanceclunderstanding will they struggle 
for socialism, to own the cake. Only when they understand the greater exploitation 
of wonien by the system will they fight for equal rights for women. The deepening 
crisis of capitalism assists workers to understand the exploitation of the system. The 
growing unemployment angers workers who want to work. Likewise, the extra
ordinary interest rate hikes on home loans is bringing many workers to the brink of 
catastrophe, Cl situation they can clearly see is not of their own making. They arc 
beginning to blame the system. 

The next step is to understand what is wrong with the system. I t is the role of the 
Socialist Party members to cxplain that. Women make lip 50(}'r, of the popul(ltion, 
and as a group they sulfer more exploitation than men. In struggling ag(linst the 
c(lpitalism systcm thc areas or !!reatest exploitation should bL"tacklcd by the 
(lrganised working class. HowevtT. thosc who arc most exploited (Ire often the least 
ahle and equipped to engage in struggle al(lne. They need allies among the m(lre 
advanced members of the working class. If women are to uncierstand their position 
in society and to gain thcir clue, men must become their allies and partners in 
aclvocating womcn's rights. Thcre can be no advance for mankind without the other 
h(llf. 
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Nationalism and 
internationalism 

by Hannah Middleton 

The natio,nal question is taking on increasing political significance in Australia today. 
It is manirestcd in three distinct bl/t inter-related forms: the struggle for Australian 
national independence and sovereignty, the transition ofmigrant communities into the 
Australian nation and into working class political mO\'ements, and in the national 
liberation movement of the two national minorities, the Aborigines and the 'Iorres 
Strait Islanders. 

The struggle for Australian national independence and sovereignty is an integral 
and the most important element today in the growing anti-imperialist and anti
monopoly movement directed above all to the light for disarmament anJ peace, It 
is expressed in such campaigns as opposition to the US alliance, specifically the 
ANZUS pact. and to US military bases on Australian soil. 

The Fourth Congress of the Socialist Party or Australia (SPA) emphasised that 
"not since before Federation of thc Comlllonwealth in 1901 has Australia\ 
independence and sovereignty been so restricted and threatened as it is now by the 
inflow or foreign capital, the shackling American alliance, the network o/" US 
military bascs and a government in Canberra which acts as a most subservicnt 
lackey doing the bidding of the US imperialists, 

"A continuation of these policies can only have disastrous economic. political 
and military conscljuellces for Australia by exploiting the labour of the workers 
ancl the rich natural resources of the country, distorting the development orthe 
economy in the interests of the foreign investors. subverting Australia's political 
institutions ancl posing a serious threat of war Oil our territory as the government 
follows the adventures of the LJS leaders," 
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The task of welding together a mass anti-imperialist and anti-monopoly 
movement for peace, Australian independence and social progress demands, 
among other things, that our palty considers carefully the position and potential of 
the migrant communities which form a significant propOltion of the Australian 
nation and particularly the working class component of that nation. 

Just three statistics illustrate the dimensions of this question: one in three 
Australians were not born in this country; over SO per cent of all blue collar 
workers were born outside Australia; in the country today there are about 80,000 
industrial workers of Greek origin. 

Migrant communities are small parts of or, as Engels called them, "splinters" of 
foreign nations and nationalities. Coming to Australia, they ha ve been or are being 
integrated into the country's socio-economic system, predominantly into the 
urban working class. 

This process at the level of the socio-economic basis of Australian society gives 
rise to the process of migrant assimilation into the Australian nation. However, 
their sense of national identity tends to change more slowly beca use the secondary 
process of assimilation, which occurs at the superstructural level, is slowed down 
by certain factors. 

Amongst the migrant communities themselves these factors include language, 
the maintenance of cultural values anu traditions, the process of chain migration. 
visits "home" and letters to and from the country of origin .. 

The developlllent of migrant community support mechanisms (organisations. 
clubs and cllfes, special assistance with health and housing problems. and so 011) 

reinforce linguistic and cultural values and also act as a "defence" against the 
indifference, ignorance andlor chauvinism of many non-migrant Australians. 

This combination of factors is tending in Australia to reinforce the contradiction 
that exists between socio-economic integration of migrants (which is lInderway as 
soon as the migrant man or woman starts work in a factory or other work place) 
and their assimilation into the Australian nation. 

Despite oflicial claims that Australia is a "multi-cultlJl'al" society. this is true 
today at a supediciallevcl only. In terms of actual social processes. as our Fourth 
Congress resolution pointed out, it remains true that " ... many migrant workers 
are discriminated against, are not given proper award conditions or arc employed 
in the lowest paid and most obnoxious jobs. Employers take advantage of their 
unfamiliarity with the labour movement. lack of knowledge of their rights and 
entitlements and language dirticulties." 

The document Migrants lInd I\'orkillg ell/SS IInif)" adopted by the Third Congress 
of the SPA in October 197t1, points out further that: "Discriminatiollexistsagainst 
migrant groups in comlTIllflity life, through disadvantages in the educational 
systems, language and social handicaps in everyday life and restricted opportunities 
for cultural preservation and development. Racial prejudice and discrimination 
exist, of 'ten in veiled form." 

What is lacking is all appreciation that the culture o/'thc Australian natioll can 
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and should be a combination of the best of the progressive and democratic cultures 
of the peoples who now make up the nation. 

The process by which the culture of the countries of origin of migrants and the 
culture of the Australian nation are both developed to their fullest is the de mO<.: ra tic 
and effective basis for assimilation of migrants into the Australian nation and also 
for the development of an Australian culture that genuinely reflects the multi
cultural nature of the Australian nation. 

Lenin warned that communists "must light against small-nation narrow
mindedness, seclusion and isolation, consider the whole and the general, subordi
nate the particular to the general interest'" and he also pointed out that the 
proletariat "welcomes every kind of assimilation of nations, except that which 
is founded on force or privilege."2 

The racist and chauvinist attitudes and practices of capitalist Australia are a 
fertile ground for the growth of separatist, isolationist or "ghetto" attitudes umong 
migrunts and above all for the consolidation of bourgeois nationalism. 

Bourgeois nationalism is an ideology, spawned by the capitalist mode of 
production, which the bourgeoisie frequently uses to buttress its power and as 
an instrument to disrupt the united front of the working class made up. as it now is 
in Austrulia, of workers from many dilferent countries. 

Unity is disrupted when national pride is distorted to become national 
arrogance or when concern with the development of a particular cult ure is turned 
into nationalist narrowness, impeding the mutual enrichment of nutional cultures. 

"Ideologues of the capitalist world ... stop at nothing to distort the national 
consciousness of the peoples. seeking to substitute struggle between nations for 
class struggle under the flag of national unity. And opportunists ure their helpers 
and allies . Divorcing national from class consciollsness ... "left" and right 
opportunists portray national unity as a supra-class value. and prevent working 
people from seeing their national intercsts in the socialist context - in close 
association with internationalism.'" 

The forms of bourgeois nationulist ideology are varied and complex. It has been 
pointed out that in the United States. for example: "We see imperialist chauvinism, 
the cosmopolitan aspirations of monopoly capitalism and advocacy of national 
nihilism, and the worst kind of racism in the form of 'white chauvinism', on the 
one hund, and the 'black nutionalism' of the extremist elements among the Black 
popUlation, the national isolation and prejUdices of part of the Indians, Puerto 
Ricans, etc. on the other."4 

Bourgeois nationalism not only ucts as a barrier to the building of working class 
unity in action but also holds back the growth of involvcment in and cOlllmitment 

'Lenin Col/ected works, Vel 22. page 347. 
'Ibid, Vel 20, page 25. 
"Leninism and the National Question. Progress 1977, page 211 . 
'Ibid. page 70. 
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to the Socialist Party of Australia among the most advanced sections of the 
community. 

This problem appears to be taking three major forms at the present stage of our 
party's expansion. In some migrant communities the awareness of the need for a 
Marxist-Leninist party is well developed among the politically advanced forces. 
The SPA is looked to as that party and its leading role is being exercised to an 
increasing degree. 

However, this "party sense" is contradicted by a persistence of nationalism 
which has negative results. In some cases, membership of the SPA is on the basis of 
a somewhat mechanical "transfer of loyalty" from the communist party of the 
country of origin to the Socialist Party, rationalised and/or reinforced by the 
fraternal relations between the two parties. 

In other cases, commitment to the SPA again is not on a firm ideological basis 
but springs from our party's internationalist stand on issues relevant to a migrant 
community's country of origin. 

In both cases, the possibilities for the full ideological development of those 
cadres are restricted. Their understanding of and therefore involvement in the vital 
SPA campaign for Australian national independence and sovereignty and other 
issues are held back until the party assists them to resolve the contradiction 
between communist party membership and bourgeois nationalism on the basis of 
proletarian internationalism. 

Another form of this problem occurs when nationalism acts as a bar to the pariy 
winning and playing its leading role. In some migrant communities the SPA is 
accepted among the politically advanced sections but is seen as relevant for 
Australian-born citizens, not for the migrants whose interest and loyalty, and 
sometimes party membe.rship, remain with the communist party of their country 
of origin. 

A third and clearly inter-related aspect is the nationalism affecting the 
Australian born workers and some members of our pariy. A position which puts 
"Australia first", is unaware of or rejects the relationship between anti-imperialist 
struggles in all countries, including Australia, and/or downgrades the particular 
needs and contributions of migrant communities is not only politically incorrect
and therefore ineffective - but also acts as a serious barrier to huilding hoth our 
party and working class unity. 

The solution in all these situations cannot he a mechanical transkr from one 
nationalism to another - this is unlikely and undesirahle. The answer lies in thc 
development of in/emationalism, in the victory of proletarian internationalism 
over bourgeois nationalism. 

Internationalism is an organic and necessary element 01 Marxism-Leninism. 
"Ihe fundamental basis for the activity of Marxist-Leninist parties in promoting 
the communist outlook of people of different nations, promoting their unity, 
cohesion, and convergence. "I 

'Leninism and the National Question. Progress 1977. page 211. 
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An internationalist outlook leads the Australian born worker to act in solidarity 
with his class brothers in every other country. Internationalism also leads the 
foreign born migrant in Australia to participate in these sOlidarity actions and to 
join in the struggle for Australia's national independence and solidarity. 

A blending of the factors, a combination of patriotism and internationalism, is 
the ideological basis for working class unity in Australia, a unity in action where all 
workers make their major contribution in and from Australia without underesti
mating the contribution that can flow from migrant workers' particular interest in 
the progressive movements in their countries of origin. 

Engels wrote: "In the working class movement, the truly national ideas, ie, ideas 
consistent with the economic factors both in agriculture and in industry, factors 
dominant in a particular country, are at the same time always truly international 
ideas." 
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A survey of Bourgeois Arts
Death in the Final Act 

by Norman Goldberg 

Abridged from Political Ajlai,..~ -
.lournal of Marxist Thought. CPlJSA 

November 1981 

In the recent play, "Whose Life Is It Anyway?" the central character, an intelligent young 
sculptor, injured in a motor accident, paralysed from the neck down and hospitalisl>d, reason~ 
that there is no longer any purpose to Ih'ing. He takes legal steps to compel thl' hospital 
authorities to allow him to die. Towards the end of the play, a hearing isheldat his bedside. At 
its conclusion, the judge rules in his favor. The curtain descends as the "victorious" young 
man stares ahead, in contemplation of what is to come. 

This is not the place ro r a critical appraisal o f the play, but it is worth noting that the 
idea or death as a rational so lution to a seemingly useless lire is here presented to us as a 
human right. The idea o f death as Cl "ratio nal" so lution to meaningless existence is not 
strange to o llr culture. It is frequently a subject or fascinating conversation in 
intellectllal circles, where suicide is taken to be Cl positive act of personal rejection or 
society. Suicides , suicide pacts, cult and state-o rganised assassinations and mass deat hs 
sllch as the horror ill Jo nestown, Guyana. reveal the dcpths to which bourgeois society 
has Slink . 

How diffe rent was bourgeo is idcology in its earlier history . In t.he eighieenth and 
early nineteenth centuries , the revolutionary uphea vals or the new capitalist classes or 
Europe and North America swept awa y the dead hand or monarchies which were 
restra in ing their growth . T heir ideo logical spo kesmen - Locke, Voltaire , Rousseall , 
.Ie1li.:rson and others -- proclaimcd. in diffe rcnt ways. the dawn or a new .era or 
freedo m. or course. it was it class-conlincd notion of frecdolll . It was the newly won 
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freedom of the bourgeoisie, the rights of white men of property, yet it represented a 
higher advance in the concept of freedom nllt! human rights nevertheless. it saw its full 
flowering in the English historical novels 01" I '"iclding, Sterne, Defoe, Smollett and Scatt. 
In these novels the broad landscape of niltional history burst forth, a panorama of 
conflict and change. 

These loose outlines and social values, iI~ seen in the arts , became more defined as 
class relationships matured under the sweep ,,]" expanding commerce and industry. The 
rapid growth of capitalism in the ninetecnlh cmtury created new social conditions of 
squalor and misery in the cities and factDlY lowns. While the proletariat had not yet 
become the leading force, its existence was ft,lt everywhere. Literature and art became 
increasingly critical of society. 

This litemture and art was characterised by ib ilbility to generalise, tosee individuals 
as pClrt of a distinct social background. This nhility to generalise has given us inspired 
works of literature Clnd art throughollt thc Illajor part of the nineteenth century. 

The period of monopoly capitalism and illlperialism or the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries, and thc state monopllly rapitalism of our present period have had 
disfiguring eITects on culture and art . In lik, the intensification of the division oflabour, 
the monotony and seeming meaninglessnc.~s of work as an activity, heightened the 
sense or alienation in the worker, which MillX had analysed earlier. Alienation spread 
to the arts, which increasingly became sepillilled from society. The ability to perceive 
and create art in a broad :~ocial sensc diminislied as personalisation and fragmentation 
of thought replaced generalisation. Art tlllllnl inward, prcoccupying itself with the 
"private life" of the individuClI, with thc "illlwr life", with psychology, fantasy and with 
artistic forlll It)!" its own sakc. 

As an example, the process of "desocialisalion" or the novel is seen in the work of 
Marce! Proust, who, while dealing with tht'nH's ofa social nature, saw events as a series 
of disconnected private expericnces. He alSll .~ iIW them in a psychological sense which 
blurred the reflective insight of his work. 0111' .)1 the last great examples of broad social 
perception still to be found in literature ill I Ill" earlicr stage of capitalist decline is in the 
novels of Thomas Mann. He described the spiritual crisis of t hc bourgeoisie of Europe, 
saw that this class was destined for oblivi( lIl, hilt left opcn and unanswered what would 
replace it. 

In an interesting parallel, the same sensl' (\1' 1·lass decline is seen in the plays of Anton 
Chekhov. However, here wc/ccl, hUI do 111)1 ilciually sce the shadows of the common 
people, in this case the peasantry, who would ~(llln step in, fill the void and build a new 
social order. This begins to happen in tlte Ilovels, and plays of Maxim Gorki. The 
Chekhov/Gorki connection in literature rollllds out an artistic whole, so to speak, as a 
full literary and dramatic expression of whal WilS taking plaee in Russia. Unfortunately. 
no writer arosc in Western Europe to play ('Ilrki to Mann's Chekhov, leaving Mann's 
novels in this sense, "unlinishcd". But thl'll, I Ill' socialist rt'volution took place in the 
East, not in the West. 

Bourgeois lire and ideology of the latt' nilll'll'cnth and early twt'nliet h cent my was no 
longer able to provide art with a progl"l·~si\ · c social viewpoint. Yet art did aprear 
throughout this whole period in opposil i.)1I III I he dominant trend. Literature 1)1' social 
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realism, criticism and optimism crossed swords with the social order. From Emil Zola 
and Anatole France, to Henri Barbusse. Romain Rolland, Alexander Blok, Stefan 
Zweig and Jules Romains - all writers of varying stripes, a literature was created that 
saw the injustice of cHpitalism "from the outside looking in". The same sweeping attack 
of injustice distinguished the literary works of Jack London, Upton Sinclair, Theodore 
Dreiser, Ida Tarbell and Sinclair Lewis in the USA. 

In the visual arts, narrative painting, the art that tells a story, conveyed the feelings of 
artists for the condition of the working class. Much of this is not well known, but this art 
did appear in a book several yeras ago, titled Work and Struggle. The Painter as Witness. 
Another powerful cOllnter-current, running deep in the American culture, was the art 
of Black painters and sculptors of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. 
Theirs was and is un art of the very first rank . Of course, there was also the art of the 
"Ashcan School" or the early twentieth century, where painters like George Bellows, 
Everett Shinn and John Sloan depicted with warmth the life of the people in the 
teeming cities. Art continued as Cl reflection of the social and class outlook from that 
period to the present, basically divided into two categories - the prevalent bourgeois 
and the varieties of anti-bourgeois art. 

Contemporary bourgeois culture and art is in insoluble crisis. State monopoly 
capitalism has become u carnivorous monster. It now uses the state as a special agency 
for superprofits on all sides of the economic organism. 

In culture and the arts this parasitic monster excretes torrerts of ideological poison 
on the people in a total effort to harness their minds to its purpose. All the arts have 
been alTected. FX<llllplcs of the recognisable ailments are below. 

Television is the dOJ1linunt means of mass communication. Almost every household 
in the USA has at least one television set. Television is now the main form of entertain
ment and recreution. It has eviscerated conversation and social intercourse. A large 
percentage of adults spend more than half their time away from work watching 
television. An equally large percentage of children spend more time at the telcvision set 
than at school. Glih references to television as "the hoob tube" or "chewing gum Jor the 
eyes" do not tell thc whole story. 

Its potential was long ago recognised by the ruling class, which has IIsed it as its 
plimary weapon in an attempt to robotise the thinking and tastes of the people .. 
Television programming offers an endless variety of ewry kind of decadence. Violence 
of every sort is featured. Torture. sadism, murder and crime is everywhere. Racism. 
sexism and general social immorality invade our lives through the picture tuhe daily. 
When all this is added to the standard fare of mindless talk shows. shallow situation 
comedies and soap operas, we have completed thc cycle of cynicism. 

Exceptions to this happen when general social pressures compel the contl'llllers 01 
television to allow better progrnms. The struggles against racism have given liS a few 
positive television productions about the lik and history pI' Afrp-AIllt'J'icans. Tht'l'l' 
have also been programs about [he problems and struggles of women and ()Id I)l'OPle. 
By and large, thes(, have been all too few and limited. There is still, as yet not OIlC good 
program on television that represents the working class in a truthful way. 

r:ilrns arc nOI lIluch bcttl~r. Whik free of advcrtising controls Ihal clomina1e 
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television, films require huge financial outlays and producers frequently must borrow 
millions of dollars from banks and other lending institutions, which put the banks in 
control or this art form. Films have become a world-wide business operation, with an 
international network of licensing, distribution, marketing and sophisticated promo
tion schemes. 

This affects the tastes, cultural patterns, and even the economies of various countries. 
The British lilm industry has practically ceased to exist, having been taken over by U.S. 
and U.S.-controlled film producing companies. This concentration of ownership of 
film production has polluted the cultural atmosphere of certain countries to the point 
where political struggles have taken place to curtail or control the level of their 
distribution . 

Better films, such as the recent "Norma Rae" , "Harlan County", "China 
Syndrome" and others arc contradictions to the prevailing output, showing the efforts 
of concerned filmmakers to function under very diHicult conditions. 

Bourgeois literature sufTers for similClr reasons. The Clcquisition of major publishing 
houses by conglomerCltes has made a supermarket product of literature. Books are 
churned out for mass distribution , with sights set on converting them into television 
series and films for the international market. This results in the same deadening effect 
on literature as on television and films . 

Bourgeois literature is a desolate shadow of its former self. Having lost its capacity 
to generalise with social awarencss, it has become locked in and subservient to the 
uemanLis of its financial controllers. American authors such as WilliClm Burroughs , 
Nelson Algrell , .lack KerouClc, Truman Capote and .Ioseph Helier give us little . 
Theirs arc novels of distress. We find no heroes or positive forces. eitheron the scene 
or as suggestions of things to come. Apathy and an anarchy of values is what onc 
reaus in this lit erature, a literature of despair. 

In the novels of authors like Sewl Bellow. the chief characters arc lost sOllls 
searching for identity, oblivious of the real world around them . self-indulgent 
characters. selfish and parasitic, groping aimlessly to the end. A dilferent and more 
forceful quality is found ill the work of Black authors , which, in general , remains a 
litcrllture of perception, social sensitivity and commitment to struggle . 

Modern visual art, painting and sculpture are firmly ill the hands of large 
foundations. museums, corporations and banks. Super-abstract and non-projective 
contrivances adorn the walls or corporate lobbies, board rooms, conference rooms 
ami offices in total harmony with their surroundings. This type of art has finally 
fOllnd its natural home. which is fitting. An art that has for long pretended to 
symbolisc everything while saying nothing mak es a welcome addition to(l dccor that 
exudes pretense. Art has bccome big business. It is an attractive commodity for 
investment. 

Meanwhile our contemporary bourgeois artists still search vainly for sOllle hidden 
"meaning" in a flew twist of the hrush . Long uctaehed frolll <lny useful function ill 
socicty. a condition not of their making, and incapable of grasping an olltward 
perception of reality , they continue on a lonely road to nowhere . 

The theatre is everything todcl~' . cxcept Ilwt which it is haslcally Illeant IP he - a 
uramatic arcna for challenging idea .... 
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Musical theatre seems to be the only profitable venture undertaken today. It is the 
form most adaptable to films and the potential returns to the producers are greatest. 
More than half the establishment plays on Broadway are now musicals . This leaves 
lillle room and gives no encouragement lo drama with a progressive social content. 

Avant-garde bourgeois music richochets around all sorts of electronic devices, 
experimenting with sound for sound's sake. It is an inner world of audio detachment. 
The computer industry has entered the music husiness, producing a digital 
synthesiser which may be programmed by the layman to compose "music". 

Capitalism is not satisfied with only nourishing escape and despair in the arts . As 
socialism grows stronger and spreads to new areas around the world, capitalism 
becomes desperate and irrational. Unable to defeat socia lism in the basic spheres o f 
life, capitalism has mobilised its forces, adopting all sorts of cunning means of 
psychological warfare directed against the Soviet Union and fraternal countries. 
Coupled to its huge military buildup, its bolstering of oppressive and racist regimes 
wherever they exis t, it has not overlooked art and has assigned a special role to it. The 
"arts des k" at the CIA is a busy place. With unlimited funds at its disposa l, it scans 
all the socia list countries, probing for openings in cultural areas where it might cause 
mischief, if not worse . It seeks to take advantage of some particular situation and 
spread subversion. It works through publishing houses, seeking to spread anti
socialist ideas, to fund writing by misanthropes still living in socialist countries and 
to organise the smuggling out of these writings to the West. Through intermediates. 
it tries to seduce ballet dancers, musical figun:s and other artists todefectto the USA. 
with bribery and glowing promises of fame and fortune that only the USA can give 
them. Some vai n and foolish people defect. tempted by the hribery. They arrive h~re 
with prepa red scripts about the denial of artistic freedom for them back home, and 
are immediately given access to our leading stages where they display the "artistil' 
freedom" supposedly denied them. 

The freedom to conduct, perform, sing. write, dance and paint is Cl privilege. the 
special property of the artist. The responsibility that goes with this privilege is 
something else. At minimum, it requires a sense of conscience, a sense of humanity . 
social principles and courage. The artist-emigres who have recently come here, want 
privileges only. They have little sense of responsibility. which in time will corrode 
them as artists. 

When bourgeois ideology, culture anJ art have run the gamut ofalltheavenucsof 
dehumanisation, they inevitahly lead to the end point of dehumanisation - death 
itselL This s urvey began with rel'erence to a contemporary play whieh involves thc 
right of the individual to choose death as Cl solution to a problem. Some forty years 
ago, in another play , "Thc Death of a Salesman", death also hovers in the hack
ground as the inesca pahk solution to the tortured lifc of its leading chai·<lcter. Atthe 
end. Willy Loman takes his own lire and is therehy ahle to provide his wire with some 
linancial security from his inslIrancc policy . something he could not dn in hi s 
lifetime. Death is immincnt throughout this play, hut it is a death symbol stemllling. 
directly from the illusory helicfs in the values or a hrUlal social system. It is a tragl'dy 
that demonstrates that nobody succeeds under capitalism. not even the successful. 
We see a social system that destroys the individual, thc family, and therefore all of 
society. A comparison of "Death or a Salesman" with "Whose Life is it Anyway'?" 
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reveals the forty year metamorphosis of the drama from the tragi-social to 
desocialised subjectivism. 

Artists have a two-fold responsibility. They must first ally themselves with the 
struggles of thc working class, joining their own economic and social demands with 
those of the working class. They must also learn from the working class, from its rich 
history and its experience. In this way they can best deepen and enrich their art. Only 
the working class and its allies have anything of fundamental value to give to artists. 
These are hard lessons to learn and a challenging road for artists to take, but it is the 
surest road to an art dedicated to life and the sQ(;ialist future. 
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Dimitrov's 
tOOth birth anniversary 

Statement made by J. McPhillips, Chairman of 
the Central Committee of the Socialist. Party of 
Australia to the International Theoretical Con
ference for the Centenary Celebration of G. 

Dimitrov's birth, Sofia, June 15 to 17, 1982 
(slightly abridged) 

In the name of the Socialist Party of Australia and on behalf of its Central COlllmittt~t· 

and the Party mcmbershill I greet this Conference, its participants and tht' organisations 
constituting it. 

We pay our homage to Dimitrov not only I'o r his great anti-fascist stand but also , 
and mainly for his o utstanding capacity as a redoubtable revolutionary. a 
proletarian internationalist, an adherent, advocate and practitioner of the scientitll 
theories elaborated by Marx, Engels and Lenin and or the norms and orgctnisational 
principles for a revolutionary party developed by them. We pa y hornagl' to Dil1litrov 
as a devoted communist of world standing. 

This homage o n our part does 11 0 t arise merely from memory of his wo rk but 
from a realisation of the ctpplicabilit y of his writings and activities to the problems 01 
the co mmunisl and workers' movement today, including that movement in 
Australia . 

At a conference similar I(l Ihis and held in Ihe city ofSoria ten years ago, to mark 
the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the birth of Georgi Dimitrov the 
representative of the Communist Parly of Irt>land, .lames Stewart is recorded as 
saylllg: 
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"Dimitrov's contribut ion to the international struggle of the working class and its 
allies for democratic rights, self-determination, peace and socialism neither began 
nor ended with the Reichstag foive Trial. A tJue product of the rich and courageous 
history of the Bulgarian Communist Party, his life's writings and actions spanned the 
fight for national liberation, lor democratic rights, against fascism, to the laying of 
the foundations of the socialist s tate in Bulgaria. 

"Georgi Dimitrov's profound impact and living contribution to the international 
communist movement is based on this experience and his creative application and 
development of Marxist-Leninist ideological principles in theory and in practice." 

In what is probably his most widely known writing, tlnd certainly the most widely 
known in Australia, his report to the Communist International 7th Congress in 1935, 
Comrade Dimitrov put fascismtls the most immediate danger to the peace of the 
world and to the democratic freedoms and economic well-being of the peoples . 

He described the inner essence of' lilscism and pointed to the fact that if its real 
nature was known, many who were misled by it, would change their attitude. 

He caJJed for wide dissemination of knowledge or the real nature or lilscism and 
the development of a united front against fascism and war. 

Today the world faccs,ln ever present andmountingdangcrofa nuclear holocaust 
and also thedanger or dev<lstatillg wars by sophisticated. conventional (that i~. non
nuclear) weapons. 

The Socialist Party of AUstrali,1 has accepted till' propo~ition that the struggle to 
prevent SilCh wars. the struggle 1'01' the strengthening and extension 01' dctl'ntt' -
Illilitary <llld political - 101' disarlllament and pcacc is the 1110~t illlpLll'tant 
international task facing us and we have declarcd that task to be the centre of the 
work or our Party. 

Our experience ill pursuing this task cmphasises thc nced to exposc the falsity or 
t he "Soviet th rea t" it nd t he rea Inat u rc and purpose ofi III perial ism . This la t ter factor 
is made tile more difficult hut the more urgent by reason or the dose and foi'mal 
alliance betwcen Australia. as a middle-sized capitalist pOWLT, and US imperialism . 
Our SUCL'ess in tili~ most urgent task is restrictcd by a wide-spread acccptance by the 
Aust ralian people of the so-called "Soviet threat" and an cqually wide-spread failurc 
to understand the real nalure and purpose of imperialism. 

Pointing to Ihe use or ;1111 i-colll III unislll by thl' forces of reaction Dilllitrov saiel: 

"Anti-collllllunism served as a smoke .~creen Llf Hitler's aggression. or the 
German imperialists' drive for world domination . . . . and now the AmLTican 
imperialists ami their ol'licial representatives arc also trying to use anti-l'olllnlllnism 
<lS a sllloke screen." ((,'('o/'gi Dill/i,ml' ,\/11'1/1. illg , Sofia Prcss . p. 109.) 

'rilat i~ thl' positi()n of liS illlpl:'J'iali~1ll and ih ; dliL'~ tllda v incluclin~ the currellt 
cenlral government in Australia. 

Just a!-o Dimitrov saw the nccd to cxplain the real nature offascism when calling for 
a united struggle against it as the main threat to peace, ~o toda y. experience shows the 
lleed tll l~ xpose the real nature of impcri;dislll 1nl' purposes of developing a hroad 
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united front against the threat or world war. Our experience shows that such a 
process requires exposure of the basis for the government's roreign policy. 

The struggle for peace encompasses a wide area and extensive aims and validates. 
in today's circumstances, Dimitrov's claim that "The struggle ror peace is a struggle 
against rascism, a struggle against capitalism, a struggle for the victory or socialism 
throughout the world". (Ibid, p 96) 

J n the elaboration of concepts or t he united front or various forces Dimitrov drew 
attention to a number of reatures. 

He said: " ... the united rront or the proletarian masses will not be achieved in the 
name or abstract aims and ideals which are not yet comprehensible to the broad 
masses, but on the basis of every day needs and interests of the working masses". 
(J bid, P 135) 

"The establishment or unity or action in all sections of the working class, 
irrespective or the party or organisation to which they belong, is necessary even 
before the majority of the working class has been united in the struggle ror the over
Lhrow or capitalism and the victory of the proletarian revolution". (lbid, p 137) 

Those concepts and processes have application today in the circumstances in 
which truly communist forccs function in Australia. The "Socialist Program" of the 
Socialist Party of Australia states on this matter: 

"The corner-stone of correct revolutionary strategy requires the 'achiewment or 
working class unit y in action . Without the united activity of millions of working 
people fi)r their many demands and directed against state-monopoly capitalism 
there can be no real prospect of ending t he power of mono poly, of winning working 
class powcr and creating the conditions for an Australian socialist society." 

However, there are many in the communist and workers' movement who quote 
Dimitrov on the question or the united front as though he had advocated such a 
process as a substitute for, or an alternative to, class struggle and as a rmm or 
collaboration with the class enemy. 

Dispelling such notions Dimitrov said: "The united front and class collaboration 
far from being identical. are , on the contrary, two profoundly opposed, quite 
incompatible and mutually exclusive tactics". " ... the united rmnt of labour. far 
from running counter to the uncompromising class struggle between labour and 
capital, is actually one of the forms in which this struggle is conducted un(kr specific 
circumstances." (lbid, p 136) 

There are also those in the working class movement who. allegedly pursuing the 
aim of a united front or working class forces, and claiming to do this in accordance 
with Dimitrov's views, would proceed without the comlllunist party or seek to 
minimise its role in such a unit ed I'ronl. 

On this. Dimitrov said, 
"Actually. only the COlllmunist Party is the initiator, organiser and driving rmct: of 
the united rront or the working class" . "When fighting for the establishment of a 
united proletarian front, the comlllunists must never lose sight of the revolutionary 
perspective: they Illust he ahle tn link thL' united front tactics with the strategic task. 
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namely the struggle for victory of the proletarian revolution for a dictatorship of the 
proletariat. " 

"The reaching of an agreement with the social democratic parties for a joint 
struggle against the onslaught of capitalism, against fascism and war, as a way of 
realising the united proletarian front, in no way means to postpone or abate our 
struggle against social democracy as an ideology £lnd practice of collaboration with 
the bourgeoisie ." (Ibid pp 138-9) 

Dimitrov's concepts are echoed in the "Socialist Program" of the Socialist Party 
of Australia. That program asserts the over-riding importance and need for a party 
guided by Marxism-Leninism and says: "Reformism seeks to 'improve' and modify 
the excesses of capitalism while preserving the system intact. This approach denies 
the need for socialist change and ties the workers to capitalism and all its ills. It is 
therefore necessary to comhat the ideology of reformism even while fighting side by 
side with Labor Party (social democratic) workers in the common struggle." 

Despite some incrcascs in wage rates <lnd decreases in working hours recently 
granted to sections of employed workers in Australia, the national economy is 
marked by cvidence of decline due to a combination of internal and external factors 
arising from the crisis afnicting the economies of all capitalist countries. In those 
circum~tances living standards are heing attacked and main features of the economic 
situation include investment deferments and ahandonments, international trade 
difficulties and adverse balance of payment prohlems. high and increasing intcrest 
rates, continuing price rises. plant c1osurcs. threats to Icvels of social services and 
i ncrcasing' unemployment . 

These circumstances, which show signs of long term duration. require from the 
working class and its trade nnions the development of Cl planned counter-offensive 
aimed not only at short term alleviating measurcs but at extensive and. in somc 
respects. hasic changes in economic policy as well. 

The development and elaborat ion of the necessary program ca pahle of encompas
sing the cOllcepts of essential basic changes is essentially the task of a political party 
guided by the science of Marxism/Leninism and unhindered by concepts limited to 
reforms within the confines of capitalism, Succcssful implementation of sllch a 
program requires collaboratioll with. and support from. the trade unions, 

Dimitrov's writings on the tradc unions give much guidance on neccssary 
approaches to this problem . 

He said: "Organising the masses and raising their class consciousness, the trade 
unions must also wagc a struggle in defence of the interests of thcse masses against 
capitalist exploitation. On the other hand the success of this struggle also depcnds on 
the class consciousness and education of thc militants." (Ibid. p M) 

" , . , Wc are resolutely opposed to ally dependence or the trade unions on the 
bourgeoisie and shall not give lip our principled point or view that it is inadmissable 
for the trade uniolls to adopt a neutral stand with regard to thc class struggle hetwcen 
the proll'ta ria t and the bourgeuisie," 

Comrade Dimitrov ciaborated vit"lvs l"<lIlcerning Ihl' role or thl' bOlll'gl'<lis statl' 
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and the need for it to be changed, concerning the need to buil.d and maintain the basic 
role of a Marxist-Leninist party, including the question of proletarian internationa
lism and support for the mighty USSR. 

We in Australia find all those views of Dimitrov acceptable to us as a Marxist
Leninist party and applicable to the struggle in Austra lia. 

We are under no illusion about the difficulties in winning support amongst the 
mass of workers for these views and for policies based upon them. 

Our difficulties stem from two main sources. Firstly, a deeply ingrained reformist 
ideology amongst the mass of the workers in the trade union movement and the 
existence of an innuential social democratic party - the Australian Labor Party
which receives extensive support both from the class as a whole and from the 
organised trade union movement. 

Our second difficulty is our own limited capacity. We are working strenuously to 
improve our own Marxist-Leninist capacity, 

The Socialist Party of Australia bases its position on the same grounds as those in 
which Dimitrov based himself. We are confident in the correctness of those views. 
and of our ability to lift our own capacity as Marxist-Leninists. 

That is the task we have set ourselves and we arc certa in that as the situation in our 
own country changes and more workers see the correctness of these views the 
Socialist Party of Australia. the Marxist-Leninist party or,Australia. will grow in 
strength and influence. 
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The real meaning of 
Left sectarianism 

by SHall 

There is much Marxist literature and many practical experiences to show the real 
nature and content of left sectarianism. 

From time to time, those concerned with this issue have tcndeclto equate left 
sect<lrianism with Party discipline and the strict <ldherance of policies and 
directives formulated by democr<ltically elected higher P<lrty committees. 

Left sectari<lnism can be many things, but it is not and never has been the 
applic<ltion of discipline in respect of Party decisions. 

Writing in Leji-Wing Communism - All /II/,allli/c Disorder Lenin said, 
" ... the Bolsheviks could not have ret<lined power for two and a half 

months ... without the most rigorous and truly iron discipline in our P<lrty" (Lenin 
Collected Works VoI3J, p2J) 

And <lgain, 
"victory over the bourgeoisie is impossible without a long, stubborn and 

desperate life and death struggle which calls for tenacity, discipline <lnd a single and 
inflexible will." (lbid p 24) 

It is <IS well to recall here that the highest f(lrm of working class organisation is 
the Party. This is basic. 

'nle best way to prevent the Party from being diverted by "leftism" (or any (llher 
deviation for that malleI') is to strengthen internal Party discirline in support of 
Marxist-Leninist positions, not to weaken il. 

In Le/i winK communism Lenin not only showed the soci<ll roots of sectarianism 
but <llso gave the key to the source of the argument that Party discipline can bt: 
equated to sectarianism. 
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What is the social base of sectarianism? 

" ... the petty proprietor, the small master. .. who, under capitalism always suffers 
oppression and very frequently a most acute and rapid deterioration in his 
conditions of life, and even ruin, easily goes to revolutionary extremes, but.is 
incapable of perseverance. organisation, discipline and steadfastness." (Ibid p 32. 
Emphasis added. SH) 

So Lenin argues, as Marx and Engels did before him, that left sectarianisrh 
springs from the pe~tY'pr?prietor and that this person brings with him a disdain for 
organisation and disciplIne. 

This is the view of other Marxist-Leninist Parties who also reject the idea that 
party discipline is equated to left sectarianism. 

Robert Steigerwald, an outstanding revolutionary and leading member of the 
German Communist Party wrote, 

"Petty bourgeois radicalism is understood ... as anti-authoritarian and 
generally speaking, its adherants consider themselves to be Marxist-Leninists . The 
whittling away of bourgeois liberties and spontaneity in the face of state monopoly 
control combined with these radicals' negative attitude towards concrete Commu
nist organisation (and) discipline . .. leads to a fundamentally anti-institutional, 
semi-anarchic approach ... it is also claimed '" a centralised Party under 
revolutionary leadership is unnecessary." (Anti-communist Myths in Left Disguise. 
Robert Steigerwald. Internatio nal Publishers pp 30-31) 

Attempts to equate Pal1y discipline with left sectarianism, bureaucracy, 
authoritarianism, etc are not new. 

In 1903, Lenin and the Bolsheviks waged a struggle against those who wanted a 
looser party structure. He wrote, 

"It is clear, J think, that the outcries against the much talked of bureaucracy are 
simply a screen to conceal dissatisfaction with the personnel of these centres, a fig 
leaf ... You are a bureaucrat, because you were appointed by the Congress not in 
accordance with my wishes but in spite of them; you are a formalist, because you 
base yourself on the formal decisions of the Congress and not on my consent : you 
act in a crudely mechanical way, because your authority is the 'mechanical' 
majority of the Party Congress . .. ; you arean autocrat, because you do not want to 
deliver power into the hands of the old gang. (The 'old gang' here referred to is that 
ofAxelrod . .. and others, who would not submit to the decisions of the Second 
Congress and who accused Lenin of being a 'bureaucrat' J.S.)" (From "One Step 
Forward, Two Steps Back", as quoted by Stalin in "Foundations of Leninism", 
International Publishers ; pp .114-115.) 

So much for what left sectarianism isn't. 

Lenin urged the Bolsheviks to wage a tireless struggle agninst ultra "leftism". but 
he was also insistent that it be properly identified. ' Illis was because it clothed itself 
in deceptively revolutionary garb nnd was frequently more difficult to recognise 
than right opportunism. Tnis remains true todny. 

I .eft sectarinlls in Lenin's day - and he said the best example of this trend in the 
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19205 was to be found in the Russian Socialist Revolutionary Party - could be 
identified by their attitude to three major issues. 

These were, 
I. The ne_ed tQ assess the balance of class forces, 
2. The need for class rather than individual action, and 
3. The attitude to be adopted by revolutionaries to the reformists. 

(LCWs Vol 31 p 33) 

In the first place, the "Iefts" in Lenin's day, as now, reject out of hand the need to 
analyse the strengths and weaknesses of the various forces in the struggle for 
socialism . Alternatively, they grossly over-estimate the strengths of the working 
class and its allies while underestimating their we<lknesses giving a distorted view of 
the forces for <lnd against socialism. 

In the former case, variolls trotskyist sects go to some trouble to advertise the 
obviolls fact that some of the objective conditions making for revolution are with 
us here in Australia -a general crisis of capitalism, int~nsified exploitation of the 
working people, falling living standards, an advanced economic base on which to 
build socialism and so on. What is not recognised is that in addition to the existence 
of the objective prerequisites, which the SPA has recognised since its formation, 
there are a Iso subjective factors which need to be present. 

It is clear in Australia that the subjective factors, while taking shape, have never 
been developed to the point where a revolution is imminent. The subjective factors 
include a willingness by the working class to think and act as <I class, to cast aside 
illusions about c<lpitalism. to reject the ideo logy and policies of reform ism and to 
be no longer preparecl to ilc(ept rule in the old way. T() try to take a shOi1 (ut to 
revolution by skipping over the need to develop the subjective requirements for 
revolution is a recipe for dis<lster. 

While the trotskyists reject the need to assess the balance of class forces. the 
Maoists nominally accept it. But the assessment they arrive at is so inevitably 
distorted as to have the same disastrous consequences as Trotskyism. 

According to the Maoists the class enemy is a "paper tiger" whose bark is worse 
than its bite. One good kick is supposed to be able to bring the whole rotten 
structure of capitalism crashing down. The truth is that despite a few such goocl 
kicks from time to time. the collapse of Austr<lliancapitalism hasn't happened. (It 
is to be noted that the Chinese revolution was it se lf the product of a very long and 
bitter class struggle.) 

Georgi Dil1litrov gave a similar characterisation of seet<llianism to that of Lenin 
in his repoi1 to the 7th Congress of the Communist Intemational in 1935. He said 
th<lt sectarianism could only be overcome if wmmunists "seriously take into 
account the actual level of the class wnsciollsness of the masses, the degree to 
which they have become revolutionized. if we soberly appraise the concrete 
-situation, not on the basis of our wishes, but on the basis of the actual state of 
affairs . . , Sectarianism lincls expression par/jclI/or/), in (lver-estimating thl' 
revolutionization of the masses, in overestimating thc speed at which thcy are 
abandoning the position of reforlllism, in attempts to leap over dilTicult stages and 
over complicatcd tasks of the movement. ~ k quoted Lenin who said, 
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"This is the whole point - we must nol regard that which is obsoletefor us as 
being obsolete for the class, as being obsolete for Ihe masses." . . 
(G. Dimitrov. Speech to the 7th Congress of the CommuOlst International. 
Current Book Distributors. 1945. p 75. Emphasis in original.) 

Is the SPA guilty of the "first sin" of left sectarianism - not recognising the need 
to properly assess the balance of class forces? 

The 4th Congress documents state 

"During the whole historical period of its existence, nothing approaching a' 
revolutionary situation has existed in Australia. Economic conditions enabled the 
capitalist class to make concessions in terms of wages and conditions. The Party 
membership has had to contend with a great weight of reformist influence among 
the workers and the appearance that other organisations of the labour movement 
were able to win reforms on behalf of the working class" (4th Congress Documents 
p 17) 

The SPA, both in theory and practice, is not guilty of this "first sin" nor have any 
allegations been made that it is. 

The second unmistakable mark of the left sectarian is his worship of individual 
actions as opposed to unified class actions. When Lenin wrote of this in Leji WinK 
Communism, he was referring specifically to the Narodniks and the exponents of 
individual terrorism. This is not a phenomena frequently encol;lntered.in Australia 
but it is a feature of socialist and national liberation struggles in other parts of the 
world. Ireland is but one example. Recently, the Communist Parties of Ireland, 
Canada and the USA held a high level meeting in Montreal at which a joint 
communique was issued on the Irish question entitled "For the Independant 
Democratic Republic of Ireland". It stated in part; 

"The three Parties reiterated their condemnation of Britain's role in Ireland .... 
At the same time while honouring the heroism of the dead Irish hunger strikers, the 
three parties resolutely opposed the campaign of bombing and shooting by the 
provisional IRA. TIley declared that. .. the solution of the national question could 
not be achieved by individual or elitist group acts of violence ... TIle ruling class's 
technique of "divide and rule" by which national oppression is imposed can only 
be defeated by mass political struggle based on the unity of the working people" 
(Information Bulletin International Publishers Vol. 2/1982 P 43). 

The SPA's coverage of Ilish events in its paper "The Socialist" has supported 
this basic approach of the Irish, Canadian and US communists. 

While tenorism is not a phenomena in Australia, individualism is widespread 
and manifests itself in a disregard for organisation, a disregard and even contempt 
for decisions and pursuit of individualist actions. However, this is not at all 
inherant in the policies and outlook of the SPA. 

This is evident in our support for the United Front of the working class which 
will embrace the vast majority of the Australian people against that small clique 
which constitutes the ruling class. 

The SPA's FOllrth Congress resolution says: 
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"Without the unity of action of millions of the working class there can be no real 
prospect of ending the power of monopoly. The establishment of the United Front 
me<lns the establishment of unity of action by all sections of the working class in 
support of the economic and political interests of the workers at each given stage of 
development and directed against imperialism and state monopoly capitalism. (4th 
Congress Documents p 20). 

Where is the evidence that the SPA bears the second characteristic of left 
sectarianism? TIle evidence does not exist. 

The third distinguishing feature of left sectarianism is its attitude towards the 
social democrats. 

When the Socialist Revolutionary Party in Russia levelled criticism at the parties 
of the Second International, the Bolsheviks took them to task. Not because the 
right wing social democrats were not deserving of cliticism, hut because of the 
nature of the criticism the left sectarian SR's sought to make. Those early Russian 
len sectarians thought it was very "left" to attack the Soci,,1 Democrats for some of 
their minor opportunist errors while objectively imitating their more serious errors 
on questions like the dictatorship of the proletariat and the role of the peasant 
farmers in the movement for socialism. 

While attacking the social democrats for their obsession with the parliamentary 
arena to the almost total exclusion of other types of struggle, the "lens" imitated 
the right wing opportllnists in overestimating the role of the non-prolelarian clas~ 
elements i'n the struggle against capitalism, 

In more recent times we have secn the c1evation or all manner or persons to the 
stat us ofa "revolutionary class" e.g" st udents, migrants, intellect uals, homosexuals, 
ahoriginals, environmentalists, etc. None of these grollPings are" class from a 
Marxist viewpoint, and each category contains individuals who are progressivc or 
reactionary uepencling on that individual'.s class outlook. 

The Socialist Party's relationship with the social democrats is principled and 
correct. It recognises that the ALP is a party seeking limited social rc!i>nns within 
the framework of capit<Jlism, Most of these reforms will have direct or indirect 
bcnefits for the working people. In as f;lr as the ALP illtends to implement its 
reforms (and the sincerity of its leaders has in many cases rightly been called into 
ljuestion) we as communists should work with ALP memhers and give them our 
sllpport, 

The SPA's Congress doculllcnts state that "ideological differences need not he 
barriers to united action on policies held in common ", The Socialist Party has ,IS its 
stated aim the forging of eloser links with the i.abor Party at all levels from 
Branches and individuals right up to the national leaderships, This is seen hy 
colllmunists as olle aspect of huilding ,I united lrollt of the workillg c/,ISS which 
includes not only I.hc SPA <Jnd the ALP hut all the trade IInion and nOIl-partv 
orgallisations of the working people, 

In huilding closer links we do 1I0t aballdon 0111' right 10 a separale idelltity, 
organisation. policies alld Olll Malxi~t-Lellini~1 ideolo)2Y, Wc would kwl 
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comradely constructive criticism a~ Ollr united front partners when the interests of 
the working people dictate. We would ask. only that any united action be in the 
interests of the working class. 

Is this an incorrect approach to the ALP? 
The SPA does not display any of the three characteristics which Lenin referred 

to as symptomatic of left sectarianism. 

Our Party, of course, does not work within a vacuum. We live within a capitalist 
society which consists of the bourgeoisie, the petty bourgeoisie and the working 
class which is presently dominated by a reformist ideology. It is natural, even 
inevitable, that some of the ideas and actions of the petty bourgeoisie and reformist 
influenced workers are going to find their way into the Paliy. It would, therefore, 
he ridiculous to clnim thnt len sectarianism will not occllr out it is not to be found 
in the adopted Party policies. 

These same . social classes are the origin of all non-Marxist and opportunist 
concepts of loose organisation to be found in many parts of the political left. It is 
the social basis of right opportunism as well as left sectarianism. 

Our best shield against the penetration and effects of right and left opportunism 
is three-fold. 

firstly, it is necessary to ensure the working out ofa correct political line, one 
firmly based on the application of Marxism-Leninism to all ollr task and struggles. 
Our Party's policies as set out in the 4th Congress resolutions is such a principled 
and ideologically correct statement. 

Secondly, democratic centraJism must be strictly applied in working out anu 
then putting into practice the decisions arrived at. The principles of democratic 
centralism apply to everyone from the newest recruit to the party leadership. It is 
not a question of democracy for the memhership and centralism for the leadership 
as has been suggested . This is not democratic centralism but a distortion or it. 

Thirdly, an ideological struggle must he waged agains the dissipating effects of 
right-opportunism and the isolating consequences of len sectarianism. 

The 4th Congress documents adopted this approach. ThePolitical Resolution 
says, 

"Revolutionary change can neither he 'gingered up' nor at:hieved by watering 
down ideological principles, by failing to take a stand on principle or relying on the 
development of the spontaneous mass lllovement. 'Left' and right opportunislll 
tend to fuel one another. Leftism gains ground as right opportunism shows its 
hankruptcy. Right opportunism is revitalised as the futility or 'leftist' excesses are 
repudiated. 

"It is necessary to oppose hoth expressions or opportunism. It is not a qucstion 
or a 'balancc' bctween these tWl) errors hut or overcoming the idcological 
weakm:sscs which give rise to both. '/0 'kft' and right opportullism wc oppose a 
proper application or Marxism-Leninism." (4th Congress documents p 17) 

Let LIS proceed tn huild a united pany 01 socialism hased soundly on thc 
scientific principles of Marxist-I.eninist ideology. 
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The Way to Peace and 
Stability ill Southeast Asia 

Nguyen Duy Trinh - Political Bureau member, 
CC Secretary, CP Vietnam 

The contest between the two opposite social systems - sodalism and capitalism - is 
being intensified from day to day. Against the backgrollnd of the tremt.'Hdous growth of 
thl' might of the threl' world re\'olutionary streams merging in a great and uniled force. 
whkh has been steadily deVeloping its slrakgil' offl'nsi\'e and scoring mvre and more 
major victories. there is a stl'ady weakening of imperialism alld rl'aclion. whiehart' 
sinking l'ver deeper into their gl'neral crisis and are being pllsht'd off tht'ir erstwhill' 
positions. 

Om adversary has not , of cnllrse. reconciled himself with defeat , for he has at his 
disposal material resources and a broad spectrulll of' insidious and uangeJ"Ous means 
of warfare, For the time being, the balance of' forces in somc regions o f' the world 
enables him to start local 01 diverse special wars. by resorting to incitelllt'nt and the 
fanning of local eonOiets. which they convert into proxy war~. The Unitcu Slates has 
conducted a policy of hostility and open threats against Cuba and Nicar<lgu:l in the 
Central American region and the Caribbean, fostereu schemes for using Israel as it 
shock force to put downth~ national liberation anu national independence forces ill 
the Middle East, and encouraged racist South Africa's aggression against Angola. In 
the Persian Gulf' area, the United States has concentrated large contingents of its 
rapid deployment force . Pakistan has beencollvnted into a bridgeile<ld for carrying 
on the undeclared aggression against Afghanistan. Peking has pursued a line of 
striking an alliance with the United Statcs for till' purpose nj' fighting Victnam and 
other countries of thc Indochinese Peninsula . 
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All these moves and gambles are designed to secure sources of energy and raw 
materials, to establish control over strategically important territories and to win 
back lost positions. Such an expansionist and begemonist ic policy tends to produce 
an explosive situation in these regions and poses a grave threat to the people's 
independence and security. There is no doubt that imperialism, headeu by the United 
States, will remain for a long time the main adversary of the socialist system,. the 
national liberation movement and the cause of democracy and peace. 

US imperialism has obtained a new ally in putting through its global plans aimed 
against the revolutionary forces of the epoch. It is Peking expansionism and 
hegemonism. The Maoist grouping within Peking's ruling circles, which has 
betrayed Marxism-Leninism, is the biggest force of international reaction which has 
entered into alliance with US imperialism and which is acting;.is the most dangerous 
co unter-revolutionary shock force. Everywhere, it has taken up this role, confronting 
the three revolutionary streams, especially in Southeast Asia . The Chinese reaction
aries' partnership with the US imperialists, now Cl characteristic feature of the 
si t uation in the world, tends to increase t he danger or war and the threat to pe<lce a nd 
security in the world, above all in Southeast Asia find on the AsiCln continent as Cl 

whole. 

Following tile trip to China by the US Secretary of State Haig, Peking and 
Washington took another step in gradually shaping up their ueal, which is based on 
effective military-political alliance resting on common strategic intcresets aimL'd 
aga inst the Soviet Union and other socialist cOllntries. Peking is fostering fresh 
schemes uesigned to separate these countries from the USSR and to pllt them again~{ 
each other. The sharpest edge of this policy is directed against the USSR , Cuba ,lnd 
Vietnam, while its propaganda cover is provided by the iuea or fighting "world 
hegemonism" and "regionCll hegemonism". The Peking leadership is trying to Ilirt 
with the communist parties of some capitCllisl countries in an errort to range them 
against the USSR, the socialist community and the world L'Olllmllni~t anu wurking
class movement. Peking has been straining to get the I('ss developed C(lulltrie~ to 
I'ollow in its wake so as to divert the non-aligned Illovelllcnt onto a way that is far 
away from the real struggle against imperialism and colonialislll. 

Southeast Asia is now onc of the hotspots of the world. The encmy's (Ounter
attaeks have been gaining in acerbity and ferocity with every sllcL'Cssful adv<lnL'C ill 
the region of the revolutionary cause of the three peoples of Inuochina : Vietnam. 
Laos and K<lmpuchea . Having entered into a conspiracy, our enemies art' carrying 
on an offensive against the positions or socialism, threatening thc peoples' n,ltional 
inuependence, peace and stability, and blocking the development of relations of 
cooperation anu the deepening of mutual understanding in the region. Following the 
def'cat in KampucheCl and the direct anti-Vietnamese ag/!-ression in 1(}79, Chinese 
ruling circles began, with Wa~hington's active support. wildly tOlllOllllt a nlllltilorlll 
sllbversive war against Vietnam, I.aos and Kampuchea . lhis illvolve\ luilit'll,) 
pre~sure on the border, armed provocatiolls, seizure of territory, a III I ;Ittelllpt~ 1(1 

combine brainwashing with espiollage operatioll .~; slIhversive aclivit\' <lnl(lng 
national minorities; i<lfIllntion ofdetachlllents from alllong traitors to theircOlllltry; 
the organisntion of sllhver.~jon alld "ttelllpts t() undermine the cconollly. All these 
hostile act s are being pHt throllgil within thl' frarlle\\'ork of a qralcgv geared 1(\ the 
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task or weakening Vietnam. Laos and Kampuchea; they are designed to create 
conditions for a large-scale aggressive war for the purpose of occupying the three 
Indoehinese states and spreading Peking's expansion to the whole of Southeast Asia. 

The facts show that China and the United States have achieved coordination on 
uniting and using Vietnamese, Laotian and Kampuchean reactionaries, and arming 
<wd preparing them for realising the hatched counter-revolutionary plans. 

The subversive activity begun in Southeast Asia by the United States and China is 
aimed to weaken Vietnam, undermine the combat unity of the peoples of the three 
countries of Indochina, and to isolate them from the Soviet Union and the other 
socialist states. 

The ruling circles of the ASEAN countries, in virtue of their class nature, their 
dependence on the United States, the pressure from China, and their illllsions ahollt 
Vietnam's difficulties, are still unable to reconcile themselves with the actual 
situation in Kampuchea. China, the United States and members 01 this grouping 
have been strengthening their interaction, making lIse of Pal Pot and other 
reactionary Khmer grollps to light the Kampuchean rcvolUI ion. Bases sited on the 
territory of Thailand are used for hastily training and arming the remnants orthe Pol 
Pot troops and other armed detachments of reactionaries whose military activity 
ag<linst the Kampuchean patriots is heing stepped up to the utmost. At the same 
time, these circles are pushing their KamplIchean henchmell to set up a 'coalition 
government'. Having staged the international conference on the so-called KalllplI
chean prohlem, they used the lJ N rostrum for t he adopt ion of resolutions amollnt ing 
to gross intervention in the internal arl'airs or the People\ Republic 01' Kampllchc'l. 
China and the United States have becn pre~suring Vietnam in an ellort to get it to 
withdraw its troops from th<lt country, dreaming of " political ~ollltion 01' the 
'problem' to slIit themselves, anct seeking to put the countries 01' ASEAN and 
Indochina against each other. Thi~ dangerous policy could turn SOlltheast Asia into 
a highly explosive zone of the world. 

Om primary task - which signifies deknce of the cause ol'socialist constrllction 
- is to give courageous rebllfL~ to the aggressive and sllhversive policy of Peking 
expansionists and hegemonists, who have made a deal with US imperialism. This 
calls for protracted and exceptionally difficult struggle in cvery sphei'e - political, 
military, ideological and economic. But while tirelessly cnhClncing our revolutionary 
.vigilance and constantly maintaining a high state or readiness to dcknd our 
wuntry's interests, we always V<llul' friendship with the Chinese people and have 
consistently advocated a continuation of talks to solve the pmhkms in relations 
hetween the two countries so as to bring about their normalisation. I lowevcr, to this 
day, Ihe Chinese side has invariahly refuscd to dl) so. and this makes the hellimse 
suhstance of the Peking rulers' line even more obvious. 

Together with fraternall.:lf)'; :llld i(alllrllChc:l, \Vc h:lvc pllt Inrw<lrd m<lny po\iti\'(' 
proposals aimed to set up a lone of peace. st:lbility, friendship and COopL'r<ltion in 
Southeast Asia. Victnam wants a norlllalisati(lll of rL'l:lti()ll~ with Ihe i\SI·i\N 
coulltries Oil the basis of thc prillciples or peacL'flll (,(ll'\i::.tL·llce OrSt:ltcs with dillclcllt 
social systems, a fllrther dCVL'lDPIllL'llt Df t hL' dialoglll' tlclld, and frllst rat Ion 01 
Peking's pulicy designed to rall hostility betwecn ASFAN a III I our states. SpL'ah.ing 
rCL'L'ntly on bL'half of the three Indocililll"c !!o\'crI1lllcnts , thL' reprL'scllt:ltiw or the 
Lm People's Dt'mon<1tic RqJllhlic pllt t'IIW;lnl :1 ilL'\\, illitl:lIi\l' at till' UllitL'd 
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Nations, when he formulated the fundamental principles of peaccful coex islence 
relations between the two 6roups of countries. 

The party ancl people of Vietnam are awar~ that the mission assigned to us by 
history now consists in reliable defence of national independence, sllccessrul 
construction of socialism at home and erfort s to preserve durable peace and stability 
in the region, something that will enable the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to ma ke a 
positive contribution to the cause or international detente and the defence of peace in 
Asia ancl throughout the world. 

I 
. . 

In the late 1970s, the victories of the peoples ofKampuchea ancl Vietnam brought 
about a new situation in Southeast Asia and rurther materially strengthened the 
combat alliance or the three countries of lndochina. These free and independent 
countries building soc ialism are nn important part of the world socialist system in 
this region , where the balance of forces is changing in ravour or the revolution . 

The Communist Party or Vietnam and its people have scored considerable 
sllccesses in overcoming the grave consequences of the aggress ive wars started by the 
United States, the Peking hegemonists and their satraps, and also in effccting socialist 
transformations and building a new society. We were victorious in defending Ollr 
socialist fatherland in beating back Peking's two-fold aggression: along Vietnam's 
sout h-western and nort hem borders. The Viet namese peop1e are engaged in fulfi !ling 
two strategic and closely interrelated tasks which consist in successfully building 
socialism and maintaining a state or readiness to light in defence of the country. 

Our successes are considerable. But in the process of oLir adva·I·1Cl' we come up 
against serious difricult ies , above all in the sphere of the economy and the life of the 
population. These are difficulties in the national economy in which small-scale 
production continues to prevail for the time being, the economy which has seriously 
sufrered as a result or a long period of wars and or frequent natural disast ers. We st ill 
hnve little experience in administering the economy and the society, we have made 
some mistakes in this sphere, and these are now being gradually righted. It is all the 
more difTicult to overconw them because much attention needs to be given to the 
Illaintenance or a high state o\" combat alert. so as to defend the rat herland and n:bul'i" 
Peking's hostile policy. 

The Kampuchean people, under the lendership of the Peoplc's Revolutionary 
Party, has scored major slIccesses or historical signific<lnce in the period since the 
overthrow or the Pol Pot clique. However, because of the exceptionally grave 
consequences or Pol Pot's policy or genocide ancl the present intervention and 
sabotage and aggression on the part of Peking and other renctionary circles, the 
country still faccs many trials . That is why the Kampuchcan people are in need of 
diverse assistance from the fral<.:rnal countries. 

Our party has resolulely reaffirmed that the strengthening of relations of 
especially close and all-round cooperation between Vietnam. Laos and Kampuchea 
is a strategic matter that is of vital importance for the threestal<.:s allLla factor reli<lbly 
guaranteeing the preservation or the independellce o\" each or these three c()lIntriL'~ 
and the building of their new tife. 

Wc wholeheartedly welcome the close and fruitful coordination uf the policy ul 
the Socialist cOllllllunity countries with Victnam. Laos and Kalllpuchea which has 
been established in the recent period. This all-round support and coordination 01 
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action in various spheres will daily produce even greater results, especially in 
explaining the just substance of the struggle carried on by the Vietnamese, Laotian 
and Kampuchean peoples, which the imperialists and other reactionaries want in 
every way to distort so as to mislead world opinion. Such coordination should also 
help the states of Southeast Asia to gain a clear awareness of the fact that the threat to 
peace' and stability here is posed by the expansionist and hegemonist policy of 
Peking, which has done a deal with the United States, and the Maoism (with Mao) 
has continued to provoke disorders in the countries of the region. 

The coordination of our joint action is designed to thwart the policy of the United 
States, China and other reactionaries aimed to isolate Vietnam. The party and people 
of Vietnam will always remember that their victories in the war of resistance against 
the US aggressors and for the salvation of their fatherland, like the slIccesses in 
socialist construction and defence of the country at present are inseparable from the 
valuable support of the Soviet Union and other fraterna l socialist countries. Our 
party, led by its Central Committee, which is headet! by Comrade Le Duan, has 
constantly emphasised that alliance and all-round cooperation with them in the 
spirit orsocialist internationalism is a fundamental and principled policy. We regard 
our alliance with the USSR as the cornerstone of Olll' international activity and 
foreign policy, because we believc that the USSR is the mainstay of the socialist 
system and the world revolution and because we proceed from the revolutionary 
substance of ollr Marxist-Leninist parties and states, which are guided by comlllon 
communist ideals. Such is our fundamental ami long-term strategy, which has 
become the earnest of the Vietnamese people 's victories in defending the country and 
building socialism, a guarantee of the strengthening of its positions on the 
Int!ociJinl'se Peninsula. 

Reactionary circles, head et! by lJS imperialism, havl: hcen fl:vcrishly refurming 
their mnks and putring up lierce resistance to those who stand for the cause of 
revolution and peace. This results in an ever greater exaCl.:rbation or the conlronta
tion hetween the forces of socialism, peaee, democracy and national liheration , on 
lhe one hand. and the forces of imperialism ant! reill'lion , Oil the other. Their 
aggressive inn:ndiary policy is the root causc of thc presellt lrnsion in the world 
arena. 

It is becoming ever more ohvious that a task 01' especial importance today is to 
carry Oil the struggle for pl:ace, to cut short the sinister schemes and aggressive acts of 
imperialism and the whole or international reaetion. It is profoundly logical that the 
Peace Programme put forward by the 2(,th Congress or the CPSlJ I'or the 19XOs has 
met with SLlch a great response among all honest men in the world. A wave of action 
by various strata or the popUlation under the slogalls of struggle against nuclear 
weapons, the arms race and war - unprecedented in scale over the past several 
dccmles - has rolled across the COl lntries of Wt'stl'l'n Furope, Japan and even the 
United States itself. The public at large has arproved and given supporl 10 till' peaCf 
proposals and initiatives or the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries 
designl:ci to ea.-;e tcnsion · in Furope. 1.1ll' I'crsian (iulr area , the Middle Fasl, the 
Mediterranean , the Indian Ocean ami the Far Fast; to Mnngolia's pr(lpos;tilhat a 
convention of Iloll-aggression should be sigllcd bv the countries 01 Asia alld the 
Paciric area, and to the initiatives of thc thrl'e countries or Indochina aimed to turn 
Southeast Asia into a zOlle or peace anL! stahilily, friendship and c.,opt'lalion. 
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The present situation insistently demands the formation of a broadest front to 
bring together - for struggle against the incendiary and aggressive course of 
imperialism, entering blocs with other forces of international reaction - the 
socialist states, the communist and workers' parties, the national, democratic and 
peace-loving forces and circles within socialist and social-democratic parties acting 
for peace. Leonid Brezhnev was quite right when he said: "11. is necessary now, today, 
to do everything to block the way of those who want boundless armaments and 
military gambles. It is necessary to do everything to secure the human right to life." 

Of crucial importance for victory in the battle for a peaceful future will be ollr 
perservering efforts in strengthening the might of the socialist community to the 
utmost, providing reliable defence of the positions of socialism, and constantly 
maintaining vigilance and readiness to rebuff any adversary wishing to weaken our 
ranks or to undermine our cohesion. We must closely interact in standing up for the 
lofty goals of the epoch, carrying high the banner of peace, national independence, 
democracy and socialism. 

* * * * * * 
A periodical conference of the Foreign Mini

sters of Laos, Kampuchea and Vietnam was 
held in Ho Chi Minh city, July &7, 1982. It made 
some new proposals to settle the conflict in the 
SE Asian area. Here are the main proposals set 
out in the communique from the conference. 

Thc Conference analyzed the situation in South East Asia and the struggle of the 
Lao, Kampuchcan and Vietnamese peoples to build up and defend their countries 
and to promote peace and stability in the region . 

The presence or Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea in no way threatens Thaii<lI1d's 
security. Laos, Kampllchea and Vietnam have on several occasions proposed to 
sign with Thailand treaties of non-aggression and non-intervention in their 
respective internal alfairs. At the same time, tlley are ready to negotiate with 
Thailand on all necessary measures to enslIre security, independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity for each country. The People's Republic or Kampuehca and 
the Socialist RepUblic of Vietnam reaffirm their standpoint regarding the partial 
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea provided that rcactionaril:'s 
in the Beijing ruling circles are no more allowed to useThailalld's territory to help the 
Khmer reactionaries oppose the Kam[JlIehean people, and that the Polpotists and 
other reactionary Khmer forces iHe uisarmed, no longer stlprlil'ci will1 wc;tp(ln~ ,111(1 
rood nor allowed to lIse Thai territory to impede the revival or the Kamptlchean 
people. As an act of goodwill, the Pl'Ople's Republic of Kampllehea and the Socialist 
Rc'public of Vietnam agreed to make the first step; the\{ decided to withdn:w a 
number of Vietnamese tro(Jps 110111 Kamptlchea in .July, 19X2. Depending on Ihe 
state or security and stability at the Kampllchea-Thailancl border alld on Thailand's 
ilctings in response to tht' initi"tive, KalllpLlchea and Vietnnm might consider a 
fllrthcr withdrawal of Vietnamese troop.s from KalllplIchea in a Ileal' future. 
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The People's Republic 01' KampLlchea reasserts its proposal or July 18, 1980 as to 
the establishment of a demilitarised zone along the border between KampLlchea and 
Thailand. If Thailand is not yet prepared to adhere to that proposal, the People's 
Republic or KampLlchea proposes the selling up of Cl safety zone along the border 
between Kampuchean and Thailand. Only the armed forces of Kampuchea will be 
present in the part or the safety zone situated in Kampuehea. The Vietnamese troops 
who are assuming internationalist obligations in Kampuchea will not be stationed in 
that area. Only the armed forces of Thailand will be present on the part of the safety 
zone located in the Thai territory. The Pol Pot remnant troops and other reactionary 
Khmer forces must be expelled from and refugee camps moved out of the safety 
zone. 

To ensure the implement<\tion 01' the agreements on peace and security at the 
border between the two countries, the two sides will agree on an international 
supervision. If the United Nations gives up the recognition of the representation of 
the Pol Pot or disguised Pol Pot clique, the People's Republic of Kampuehea may 
consider a United Nation's control. 

Laos, Kampuehea and Vietnam propose the convening or an international 
conference on South East Asia with the participation or the two groups of 
Indoehinese and ASEAN countries, of Burma, or 5 countries who participated in 
international conferences on Indochina in 1954, 1%1-1962 and in 1973, i.e. the 
Soviet Union, China, the United States, France, Great Aritain and of India, a 
ncighbouring country who ror Cl very long time has kept relations or rriendship with 
the South East Asian countries and grcatly contributed to ~afeguanJing 01 peace in 
IndochinCl ' and in the region ror till' past twenl) years . 

I.ans, KalllpucheCl and Vietnalll hold that the rigging up 01 the so-called walition 
Ciovernment or Democratic Kalllpllchea is a 1',lree aimed al concealing the evil 
nature of the Pol Pot clique in an altempt to rl'illlp(l~e the genocidc regime on the 
Kampuchean peopk .iust saved from de,lth, is a plllt hatched by reactiolwries in the 
Chinese rllling circle.~ and tire AS[':AN to intnkrc in Ihl' Kill1lpuchean intl'l'nal 
allairs and to continlle creating tension in South East Asia. The three countries 
considl'r the retaining of the representation of the Pol Pot clique at Ihe UN IInder 
whatever flame is an illegal act which conlravcnes tire UN (·h'lnn. r()J' the sake or 
jllstice and the UN prestige, Laos. Kampuchen and Vietnam demand Ihat the liNO 
expel thc Pol Pot and disgllised Pol Pot clique ,lIld scat the People's Rcpuhlic llr 
Kal1lpllchea. the sole gelluine and legal resprc~entati\'e or the Kalllpuchean people. 
The Pl'Ople\ Republic or K<I111puclwa declares that. ill thc irnlllet.iiate future , it does 
llol require the UN 10 accept its representatiofl bllt rather to leave thc Kalllpuchc;11l 
seat vacant. 
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