THE REVOLUTIONARY ART OF EMORY DOUGLAS RETURNS TO PHI

By Dy, Yvanne King

The Church of the Advecote i MNorth
Fhiladelphia the appropriaie  venue
Saturday, November 10, 2007, for loeking at the
history of the Bluek Panther Pany (Pamy)
through the creative genius of its former
Minister of Culture, Emory Douglas.

The chuarch is the long-time home of com-
miunity setivist Father Paul Washington, cur-
resitly the hoame of Art Sapemary, and site of the
Intermational Black Power Conference in 1968,

The prolific pect Sonia Sanches reminisced
about the Black Ans Movement in San
Fruncisco, A, where she met Douglas.  Some
i the audience of 100 might not have known
thit Eneory designed the cover of her first book
of poetry entitled Home Coming. She held up
the book while describing the barefooted black
“warnor-girl” poised for battle with spear in
hand.

Sonin lost met Emory two years ago al o
book fair in Califormia. He came up o her and
psked if she still remembered him. "Do I
remember. you?™ Sonia teplied, "Every time |
look at Home Coming and every time 1 look at
the very real and naturalistic ot that other peo-
ple picked up on that you all were doing in the
'Black Papther Paper,' | see you and know tha
you exist.” She went on describing his memo-
rable work to this crowd who came from near
and far, most of whom had never met the artist
of this very populur and imponant work, "His
priwork wos 8 symbaol of o time.  His artwork
said to people, 'Gather, come, come together,
and move together. This grest arfist named
- Emory Douglas; tet's welcome him."

Al in the room stoad for this dynamic inter-
nationally-renowned and, yet, humble mun, who
thought in 2005 that Sonia Sanchez might have
forgatten him.  Emory spoke for about thiny
minutes describing the scope of his artwork,
which reflects the ideology, policies, and sur-
vival programs of the Bluck Panther Party, as
well as the strugeles for liberntion in other coun-
tries. Members who gathered in the Church of
the Advoeate to learn more about Emory's work
leo leamed more about him, especially what
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fleft to right) Emory, former Panther Bullwhip

inspired him to produce his amazing images that
donned the front and back covers of the weekly
editions of "The Biack Panther News" In
response o a jazz musician who asked Emory
who influenced his artwork: "This art comes ouf
of o Movement, Without the Black Panther
Party, this ort would not have existed ™ Douglas
related that like Bobby [Seale] and Huey
[Mewton] used to say that in forming the Party
they were inspired by Robert Willinms and
Malcolm X; however, they never intended to
copy them, nor did he { Douglns) ever try to copy
other artists, During the question and answer
period, a former Panther sister shared how peo-
ple responded to Douglus’ illustrations when she
sold papers in the community. "Your pictures
represented what was in their hearts.” She
remintded 't thit ‘memy ‘people didn nhwiry
read the articles but were always attracted to the
images, which often expressed their interests,
One of the most moving moments of the
evening was an expression of appreciation by a
man who recalled when =1 was 16 years ofd liv-
ing in the projects in Kanses City, | used to read
the paper. The paper inspired me to become
who 1 am, and it still inspires me to do certain
things." He pointed out, &8 50 many do, that the
Ten Pabne Platform-and Program is still relevant
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and Freedom Theater's Walter Dallas

todny, Finally, he told Emory, "Thank you for
vour courpge and thank you for your example.”
In response, Emory asked all of the former
Panthers in the nudience to rmise their hands,
after which there was loud applause, Former
Panthers  from  MWew York, Philadelphin,
Chicagn, and Oakland were there to reunite with
their former Minister of Culture and one anoth-
er.

Although due to technical difficulties,
Emory was unnoble to show his slides, his book
Black Panther; The Revolutionary Art of Emory
Dougles published this year was on sale af the
event, The owner of Robin's book store, the
oldest independent one in Philadelphia, supplied
Emory's book and others on the Block Panther
Party. Emory signed the ones purchased, This
hook not only has 200 of ‘Emorv'd fullcolor
illustrations, the contributions by Bobby Seale,
Kathleen Cleaver, Amiri Barnkn, Danny Glover,
and others puint a picture of the Hines, especial-
Iy the rich history of the Blatk Panther Party.

The community must thonk and commenid
the architect of this even!, Emory's friend and
comrade, Barbara Easley Cox, who solicited the
willing assistance of Arl Sanctuary.  Ar
Sanctuary's able Progrom Diréctor Jeffery Han
served in his familiar mole of emcee
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