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"If you put men in.cages; .

and treat them 1ike ani-
malis, how do you expect
them to behave?" a pri-
soner once asked. In
the California prison
system it seems clear
that most of the pri-
soners have retained
the essential charac-
teristics of their hu-
manity far better than
have their jailers.

but injustice heaped
upon injustice inev-
itably produces rage,
and then retaliation

by the prisoners--fol-
lowed by charges against
other pisoners, more
often motivated by ven-
geance than justice,
more often singling out
militant prisoners

than those who may have
been guilty. Most of-
ten, the weapon used

in this deadly game was
racism,

0f the many recent and
ongoing political trials
relating to prisoners in
California, almost all
can be traced to Janu-
ary 13, 1970, when three
unarmed black prisoners
were shot to death 1in
Soledad Prison, or to
February 25, of the same
year, when another black
prisoner was gassed to
death in his cell 1in

San Quentin. What fol-
lowed was a series of
retaliatory attacks on
guards, and reprisals
against prisoners who
had dared to protest

the original killings,
or had the audacity to
support and defend

those accused of ex-
acting justice upon the
guards.

A chronology of the
prison struggle--omitting
food and work strikes,
and other mass organ-
izing and resistance--
_helps put-some of the
current political trials
in perspective.

January 13, 1970. Sol-
edad. Guard 0.J. Miller
shoots and kills W.L.

Nolan, Alvin Miller and
Cleveland Edwards, three
unarmed black prisoners.

January 16, 1970, Sole-
dad. Guawrd John Mills is
killed. George Jack-
son, Fleeta Drumgo and
John Cluchette are in-
dicted. The three be-
come known as the Sol-
edad Brothers, (Hugo
Pinell, a black Tatino,
is among those who sign
affidavits and write
letters describing the
killing of Nolan, Edwards
and A. Miller.)

February 25, 1970. San
Quentin. Black prisoner
Fred Billingslea is tear-
gassed to death in San
Quentin. Willie Tate,
who witnessed the kill-
ing, and twe other black
prisoners, Ruchell Magee
and ‘David Johnson, file
affidavits in a suit pro-
testing B8illingslea’s
death.

Mareh 2, 1970. San Quen-
tin. A guard is assault-
ed, reportedly in retal-
jation for Billingslea.
James McClain is accused
of the assauilt.

July, 18970. Soledad.
Another guard is killed.
Prison officials say
they find a note saying,
"Two down, one to go."
Jackson, Drumgo and
Clutchette were in an-
other location. Seven
other blacks charged.

August 7, 1970. Marin.
James McClain defends
himself in a retrial on
charges of assaulting
San Quentin guard in re-
taliation for Billings-
Tea. (His first trial
ended in a hung jury.)
Ruchell Magee and William
Christmas are defense
witnesses.

Jonathan Jackson attempts
to free all three pri-
soners. All except Magee
are killed -as pelice and
guards open fire when
tney Teave with hostages.

1
LI I |

Angela Davis is accused
of providing the guns
Jonathan Jackson used,
Jonathan reportedly de-
manded that the Soledad
Brothers be freed in ex-
change for the hostages,
although he didn't spe-
city how or where. =
Angela was active 1in
the defense of the Sol-
edad Brothers. ‘

May, 1971. Soledad.
Cnaraes  against four of
the Soledad Seven are
dropped; the  case
against three others
dismissed when an in-
mate witness admits in
their trial that he was
lying for the prosecu=
tion because Captain of
the Guards Charies
Moody (Moody has since
been made a Special
Investigator for the -
Monterey district at-
torney in charge of
prosecuting the Soledad
Brothers) held a gun to
his head. .

July, 1971. San Quen-
tin. An inmate inform-
er ("snitch") against:
the Soledad Seven is
stabbed. While he is
in the prison hospital,
Guard Leo Davis is
stabbed trying to pro-
tect him. Larry Juss
tice and Earl Gibson °
are accused of the kill-
ing.

August 21, 1971. San
Quentin. George Jack-
son is shot to death

by a prison guard in
San Quentin. Two oth-
er prisoners and three
guards are also killed.
Attorney Stephen Bing-
ham and six prisoners
are accused of "conspir-
ing" with, George, and.
of murder. The six
prisoners are:

Fléeta Drumgo (See a-
bove January 13 and
16, 1970)

Yillie Tate {(See Feb-
ruary 25, 1970)

David Jdohnson (See Feb-
ruary 25, 1970)

Hugo Pinell (See Jan-



nald

uary 13 and 16, 1970}
Luis Talamantez
Johnny Larry Spain.

The last two prisoners
have been active in re-
ducing interracial ten-
sions among prisoners
and in orgainzing in-
terracial hunger strikes
and work stoppages. The
others were all involved
in some way with rebel-
ling against, or pro-
testing, the deaths of
other black prisoners,
or they are being ac~-
cused of retalfation
against guards for

these deaths, The San
Quentin Six case, An-
gela Davis, Ruchell
Magee, Gibson and Jus-
tice--all grow out of
the killing of black
prisoners in Soledad

and San Quentin in the
first two months of 1970,
when prison guards or
officials apparently
decided that race-bait-
ing was no longer work-
ing to keep the prison-
ers divided and under
control, and began selec-
tive assassination. The
cycle still goes on today.
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