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NOTES

The Moscow Madhouse

The reports of the so-called trinl of eight professors and
engineers at Moscow—whether contained in the *‘Moscow
News, "' printed in that City in poor English and sent here for
propaganda, or the ordinary news agencies—are repulsive
reading. The trial scene in ** The Only Way," with Martin
Harvey as Sydney Carton—while springing to mind as one
reads—must be tame by comparison with the great Trade
- Union Hall in Moscow, und the huge crowd yelling for the
death sentence on these wretched men.
It is not that we have the slightest sympathy with the
mal folly of these professional men in their contacts with
ispossessed previous owners of property in Russia. These
rdly creatures would undoubtedly have left them in the
\d they carried out the suggested projects. They were
e the catspaw for retrieving some of their previous
If by any chance these engineers had formed a fresh
property jackals would have

e
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cannot  satisfy those who want to promote humanitarian
thought and feeling. The action of the present Government
on this matter must be closely watched. This is one more
step toward human freedom.

African Natives First

: Just as Kuropeans in India have in the past, and still do
m some cases, consider themselves a superior race to the
natives, so in Africa the whites not only walk in and take
whatever they want of the coloured man's land and compel him
as far as possible to work for them, but set up their authority
to make laws to further enslave the coloured people. For once
—and a Colonial Secretary in a Conservative administration at
that—the Duke of Devonshire in 1923, declared it necessary
definitely to record the considered opinion that the interests of
the African natives must be paramount, and that if and when
those interests and the interests of the immigrant races (in-
cluding whites) should conflict, the former should prevail.

Byer since that declaration the whites in Kenya and
Rhodesia have been trying to reverse the policy that followed in
favour of primarily furthering the interests of British subjects
who have gone there. These declarations in favour of {ais play
for the natives are good. Some day the British worker may
get one in his favour, against his idle exploiterss =

Jay.

Message from A. Berkman

St. Tropez,
Novembgr 24th, 1930.

.

)

[0 you and
best and appreciative greetings.

It gives a fellow a warm feeling around the heart to feel
that he has so many good and staunch friends. However
‘“ independent * or even seli-sufficient we may be, we yearn
for the understanding and approval of those near and dear
ShomaE e i e
'he cables, telegrams and letters of congratulation T

~ received on my 60th birthday from various parts of the world

are to me a source of deep gratification as well as of great
moral support. I have been deeply moved by the thoughtful-
ness and solidarity of our friends and comrades everywhere.
T have also received a surprise from France. An order of
a second expulsion within six mouths. The first took place,
as you have probably heard before, on May Ist. In June I
received permission to return to France for three months, with
the promise of a further extension of time. Instead I was
notified on August 8th that I must leave within 15 days.
I immediately left for Paris to see what could be done in
the matter. I again received a stay of three months, with the
romise that permission to remain in this country will be
ue 'he promise may be valid or not, but in any case
p d for whatever is in store for me..
~assured, and you may assure
.__Ei’mt ‘persecution, depc
‘the least affect my devotion
$ llfé, =
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TOWARD TIHE DAWN
During the past year it has become the habit to take a
migerable view of everything. Bven those who had no reason
to be other than cheerful seemed to think it necessary to
pretend to be wretched, so as to be in the fashion.
. And certainly there have heen many sound reasons for being
unhappy.

FrerpOM. JANUARY,

The world-wide economic and industrial situation
has been appalling to all those who have any feeling, and—
apart from the President of the last Trade Union Congress—

_ the sight of the ever-increasing army of unemployed men and

women las created a sense of dismay and horror.

The dismal failure of the Preparatory Committee on Dis-

ent at Geneva has caused many of the ordinary pacitists
- to despair of unything worth while coming out of the Inter-

- national Conference when it takes place. The hope that if
secret diplomucy was replaced by open conference, great results

would ensue, has been completely shattered in this respect.

r;1hen, too, the utter futility of the present Government to
ny improvement in the position of the workpeople has
me bitter searching of heart among the organised
ers, who out of their hard-earned wages ‘have found the
' the Labour Party. Tt has shocked their

hat whlle they finance the Party,

House of Commons, a

olltlcnl leader
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authoritv—cume to an end so far as the Dominions were
('I»Il('~'l‘!u"1],

The conference ln Id during 1930 has not only confirmed
that deciarnt.on, but ar.ed ** the right to secede,
this 18 a tlmmpll lx-n Anarchist principles, unconscious, no

doubt, but arising out of circumstances which have steadily

Lot nl\

(lm\«]upul in the Dominions during the past century.  And
aftertall, unless the circumstances make Anarchist, ar any
other principles, possible of application, they will remain
abstract theory, instead of conerete example,

And so, though 1930 has, in some respects, been a
depressing twelve months, from many puinh of view, we

remember that the darkest hour of m«rht is that which pre ('ulw‘
the dawn, and we look forward to 1981 with co nfident hope of
our ideas rapidly gaining ground.

Jony Tenxzr,

The Late Mrs. Dryhurst

Mrs. N. F. Dryhusst's smiling, charming face was, since
the late S(l s, noticeable at all mwtinus of the Anarchist
cause ; speaking, debating, handing out lulls, or going round
with the eollection ]:!.ltc' nothing was too much or too little
for her to do.

In ** Freedom," she oceupied a most important position ;
often editing while Mrs. Wilson wus away ; writing up notes
and comments on contemporary events; corresponding with
and encouraging comrades all over the country ; getting them
to send up reports of propaganda; putting nhlp shi ape all their
notices and reports.

With her command of fm(-wn languages she was able to
render great service to ** Fre cedom . in translating and
reviewing works; while her inborn Irish humour added n!mrm
to all her writing.

I eannot but recall with feelings of decp gratitude how
Mrs. Dryhurst, during those years, would in spite of her
middle-class education and upbringing, cordially interest her-
self in and render help to every comrade of the most down-
trodden class who was fortunate enough to come in contact
\\nh her.

s e W, Wees.

HOW | MET KROPOFKIN-

; ’I'Iw following is Mrs. Dryhurst’s own account ofher first
mactmg ‘Kropotkin and the work she did for * Freedon&,
right from the beginning.

It was'in 1885 1 met Peter Kropotkin for the first txme,!ﬂ

at a party given by William Morris in the office of the
** Commonweal,"" of which paper: ‘Morris was then the chief
supporter and contributor, |if not the actual editor. My
introducer was a friend ('Mrs. C.. Wilson, first editor of .
*“ Freedom ' later on) I had made through the reading of»
Stepniak’s books deseribing Russia as it was then, under
the Czarist tyranny. In one of them he told how Kropotkin

‘had succeeded in escaping from his prison cell in the Fortress

Peter and Paul in St. Petersburg, and the same friend told
me something about Kropotkm s subsequent ‘adventures in
Switzerland and France, where even the mai!gmby of Russian
tyrannv Thad pursued him. < :
Never shall I forget the Jmpressldu that ﬁrst slght of_

one Wmﬂd' hmk on seemg
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uc th the spirit of the age. During. a

which tends tégi;:}oducemen moulded after a com: paﬁtem,”f'
he remained untouched by levelling influences, and he was a

.

conspicuous figure if only from the f
own bent in matters of conduct wit!
convention and ‘authority.''* ’

& NapE 5 S &
ecently 1 have met many men who were friends of, and
co-workers with, Auberon Herbert, and they all speak with

genuine and glowing enthusiasm of that truly great man’s
personality and work, but so far as I am aware, apart from a

sympathetic * Sketeh ™ by J. Morrison Davidson, published in’

1880—from which I am about to reprint extensive extracts—no

biography of that remarkable Anarchist-Radical has yet been,

written. gt

Auberon Herbert was the third son of the third Barl of
Carnarvon, and was born on the 18th June, 1838.  “‘ Mr.
Herbert's early education,” writes Morrison Davidson, ‘ was
superintended by tutors, to the personal rather than to the

scholastic influence of some of whom he was much indebted.

In 1857 he proceeded to Oxford, where he became a student
at St. John's College, but studied steeple-chasing and kindred
pursuits more than the ancient classics or any other kind of
literature. The spirit of adventure was strong within him, and

aftertwo years of desultory reading he determined to enter the
Army so as to see service abroad. Accordingly, in 1859 he

joined the Tth Hussars at Canterbury, and subsequently served
candndi i i months, attaining the rank of

feutenan ‘re, perversely enough, he was as studious as at

With this object in view he returned to Oxford to complete his
Uniyersity curriculum, and graduated B.C.L.** in 1862. On
taking his degree, not caring to resume his military career, he
devoted himself to University tuition, and subsequently
obtained a * Founder’s Kin * Fellowship. In 1864 the man of
" blood and iron * had matured his first great crime by procur-
ing the invasion of Schleswig-Holstein by an irresistible Austro-
Prussion army. -Mr. Herbert, deeply sympathising with the
gallant Danes, abandoned his academical pursuits and hastened
to the Dybbol lines in order to encourage the defenders by
succouring their wounded. He rendered valuable aid, was
oftener than once under fire and became a great favourite both
with officers and men. The Government subsequently
signalised its gratitude by conferring on him for his labour of
love the Order of the Danneborg.” A little later, Mr. Herbert
went to America, where the war of Secession was then ending.
Of this visit he wrote: ** The easy, powerful current of life, the
mixture of classes, the respect shown to all, made a deep
inpression on me. Ready to see all the faults of democratic
government, I saw them, and yet felt the power and depth of
the tide, as if T had passed from some narrow lake out on to
the sea.””  Afterwards, *“ when he made the final plunge into
Radicalism, he felt like an escaped prisoner on the first day of
freedom.”’ ;

In 1870 Mr. Herbert stood as a Parliamentary Candidate
for Nottingham in the Radical interest and was elected by a
large majority. He remained a member of Parliament for four
years and then retired from party politics—owing to his changed
outlook—a great and growing antagonism to all forms of Legis-
lative Government. ;

* In Parlinment Mr, Herbert was not, generally speaking,
a persona grata,”’ to again quote Morrison Davidson. ‘* He
was too conscientious to be a good party man, too Radical all
round, both for Conservatives and Liberals. The cut and
. colour of his coats, moreover, scandalised hon. members.
They were light green when they ought to have been of a
more gombre hue, This, however, was not Herbert’s
greatest enormity. In seconding Sir Chas. Dilke's famous
motion respecting the Civil List and commenting on the justly
suspected frauds connected therewith, Mr. Herbert, while
alluding to the actual occupant of the throne with all the

* Obit. notice, 7th November, 1906,
«* D.C.L. in 1865
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before Auberon Herbert had become known as an original and
independent thinker and author of world-wide reputation. He -
had indeed: written ““ Letters from Sénderberg,”’ pleadin the

unpopular Danish cause—re-published in book. forr he
Danes in Camp,’’ in 1864, which had caused no small stir ab
that time, o i by

Auberon Herbert married Florence Amabell, daughter of -
the sixth and sister of the seventh, and last, Larl Cowpen* -
They had three childven, the eldest boy died in 1882; the g
second son, Auberon Thomas, born 1876—on the death of Earl - M
Cowper became Baron Lucas in 1905—died 1916; and a
daughter, the Hon. Nun Ino Herbert, born 1880, who on her:
brother's death became Lady Lucas, Baroness Dingwall, and
in 1917 married Lt.-Col. Howard Lister Cooper, still survives.
Lady Florence Herbert died in 1886. : s i
‘It was in May, 1890, that Auberon Herbert started his
brilliant and thought-provoking monthly journal, The Free
Life, ** an organ of Voluntary Taxation and of the Voluntary
State.”’. His own published statement as to The Free Lifef
and the Aims and Objects of Voluntaryism shows his prineiples -
and view-points in a clear light. ** The Free Life does not
believe in creating happiness, virtue, or prosperity for the -
human race by Aects of Parliament. It does not believe in
splitting the nation up into two or three political parties, each
trying to, vote down the other and to force upon the other its
own opinions and interests. It does not believe in the modern
politician, always engaged in glorifying himself and his party,
belittling his rival, misleading the people by passionate appeals
to the interest of the moment, and too careful about his own
self-advancement to speak in the scrupulous and responsible .
language of true friendship. It does not believe in the greab
game of politics; in the traffic of votes; in the scramble for
property ; in forcible interferences with the habits and lives of
men; in great uniform systems; in huge departments, escapi
from all real control on the part of the people, their nomin
owners; or in the treatiment of men and women, their faculties
and their property, as State material, which may be employed
for any purpose at the pleasure of the majority which has
climbed into power.

* Morrison Davidson refers to her as ‘‘a woman as remarkable
for simplicity: of manners as for the vigour of her intellect and the
kindness of her heart. With her, as with her husbhand, noblesse oblige,”

~ (To be continued).
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THE WORKERS’ CHARTER
Our readers will be pleased to know that at last a modern
Workers’ Charter has been found. Published by The Minority

Movement, and written by Harry Pollitt. Price: One-

halfpenny.

In its pages we are informed that the Labour Govern-
ment supports Capitalism, but attacks the worker. That
workers are being disillusioned with the Labour Government,
and that the way out is indicated by the six points of the
Charter, which may be amended, extended, ete. The six
points are as follows:— G e
(1) Increased unemployment benefit, and abolition of

squalifying restrictions and task work; benefit for

each unemployed day.
(2) Against speed-up dismissals, overtime,
spread-over, and for the seven-hour day.
(8) Against increased insurance contributions and for
non-contributory social insurance.

and the

(4) A guaranteed week and a national minimum wage of

o £8snersovsolomes s anma e
(5) Repeal of Trade Disputes Act.
(6) Against Imperialism and Tariff attacks upon the
workers’ standards.
** Shades of three acres and a cow. Thirty bob minimum.
Ninepence for fourpence, ete.”
- What have these to do with the abolition of Capitalism
‘and the establishment of a non-Capitalistic Society? Did

not the teachings of Karl Marx inculcate that ‘‘money is

the means whereby we are robbed "’? If so, why discuss
wages and working hours? Does not the plea for a minimum
week and wage imply acquiescence in exploitation ?

The only use for this pamphlet suggesting itself for the
moment, is that some comrade desirous of musical fame
should buy it and set it to music, under the title of
** Symphonic Idiotique.”

Bavaam’s Ass.

N.B.—This pamphlet would be excusable were it not for
the fact that the author and publishers know better.—B.A.

THE STORY OF CREATION

It is recorded that *“ the world was created in six days
and on the seventh day the Lord of Creation rested.’”” This
is one account, there are others—here’s another: “God
created the world and being at a loss for amusement, created
Man and Woman, who, in a land of plenty became so dull
and slow-witted as not to afford Him the amusement He
anticipated. God therefore compelled the creation by man
of money and has ever since been hilariously amused ‘at the
struggles of mankind in pursuit of money.”’

Enough of this darned history stuff. 1 am told that
history is the recorded reflex of man's stupidity.

G.C.W.

THE PEOPLE’S CLINIC.
For Birth Control and Social Welfare.

Married women (and those about to marry), who for economic or
health reasons require to limit the size of their families. and wish to know
the best methods of contraception, can obtain the most reliable informa-
tion at the above Clinic.

The methods are safe and scientific. Each patient is seen by a lady
doctor and carefully instructed by a fully qualified nurse, ¥

Advice is given free. Lady Doctor attends Fridays 3.5.30 p.m.

Telephone : Riverside 3488. Open Daily (except Saturdays).

Hours: 10.30 to 1 p.m. Afternoons, 3 to 5.20 p.m.
Lady Principal in attendance all sessions,
If you cannot call, then write for a copy of FAMILY
LIMITATION (by Margaret Sanger), price 6d, post free.
i THE PEOPLE'S CLINIC,
85, Shepherd’s Bush Road, Hammersmith, London, W.6.

~such as

o (3) T :
among the wage earners, with a view to
bodies, ultimately carrying on production
of all, thus eliminating the exploitation v
governments, and inaugurating an era of free Soci
(4) To assist in every way the b
and all forms of militarism and

pital punishmen gin : ] .
ment; to advocate the doctrine that it i1s not punishment, bu
opinion, real education, and just social conditions which stop crime
generally to promote humanitarian thought and feeling.
(6) To keep the Association, as a body, indep
parties, but to work in sympathy with ; yement,
its aim and objects. :
(7) To affiliate any Groups or Societies agre
~ Applications for membership or affiliation to * The .
Libertarian Association ** should be addressed to the. B .
Secretary : Gro. C. WitLsoN, 8, Provence Street, London,
N.1. ek

“FREEDOM " may be obtained at:
Arxcher’s Bookshop, 68, Red Lion Street, Holborn, London, W.C.1.
T. L. Combes, 8, Kentish Town Road, London, N.W.1. gin
J. Flynn, 19, Horsefair, Bristol.
J. W. Hayes, 29, Lea Bridge Road, Clapton, E. 5,
Henderson, 66, Charing Cross Road, London, W.C.2.
H. A. Jenkins, 17, Northcote Road, Norwich.
Librairie Continentale, 81, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.1.
Librairie Internationale, 73, Russell Square, W.C.1,
The News Stores, 9 and 10, Coygtic Street, Bloomshury, W.C.1.
O, Stone, 39, Charlotte Street, W.1.
F. H. Tippins, 118, Talbot Road, Bayswater.
Workers’ Friend, 163, Jubilee Street, London, E.1.
e Newsagent, 818, Shettleston Road, Glasgow ; 263A, Buchanan Street,
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