THE GOVERNMENT’s advertis-

ing campaign to put over its
Housing Finance Bill has run into
slight difficulties on ITV. This is
not because, as you might think,
the description of the Bill as a ‘Fair
Rents’ Bill is a gross fraud under
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NO RENT IS FAIR RENT

!h“.’rmdc Dcf“'p“om,}}ﬂ' but that servatives is for a prnpcrly-u\nling of homelessness but lacking the ur- fight and threatened to defy the against tenants at which the Council
it |.s_f.c|l o Lar‘ry ‘l ""_m._;;f Par;z democracy and they have never con- gency of a war-situation, for it was central Tory government. It was, retreated

political propaganda, »\I.m.l l‘:;:ld cealed their dislike for municipal in wartime that we built townships and is still, pointed out that the The Telegraph reports council
never do for ITV. The usual shoccy housing, this Bill is aimed at wiping for the services and billetted eva- Tory government would levy a sur- leader Mr. Terry Cowlishaw as

hypocritical British compromise has
been arrived at, which one under-
stands describes the Bill as the Fair
Rents Housing Finance Bill. It is
as if a food manufacturer advertised

out the stain of subsidized housing
by discouraging Councils from fur-
ther expansion and by raising muni-
cipal housing to economic levels.

cuees. We are not solving the prob-
lem and what is more we claim it
is insoluble.

To give the Conservatives the

charge on councillors who refused
to implement the orders to increase
council rents; the Tory government
also threatened to install a Housing

saying, ‘It was the bitterest day of
my 20 years in local government
service,. We are still determined
to show that the rent increases are

; s chi i The textbook concept of an un- credit of a devout belief in the Commissioner to administer the in- being imposed by the Government

as hing Poison e oA s i 7 £ J
gwrgg:?nli‘:m P;Y’(:(:l(ll':lsc(ng subsidized society is set at nought ability of capitalism to solve the creases. (It is strange how by some and not by the local authority. We
3 by the Conservative concessions to housing problem, this Bill is the dialectic, the anti - bureaucratic have a banner outside the local

What is a Fair Rent? Conservatives,
who have devoted their political
philosophy to the capitalist system
understandably believe that a fair
rent is as much as the market
will bear. The Labour Party, with
vague pretensions to Socialism and
an actual loyalty to the capitalist

believe it should be what
tenant can pay—and what is
economically sound. Post-war os-

a property-owning democracy, by
their furtherance of tax allowances
for mortgages and their continuance
of generous subsidies (initiated by a
Labour Government) for improve-
ment grants to convert a tatty little
slum house into a chic petite town-
house. However these are subsidics
to the right kind of people!

This constant pressure upon the
source of houses, the creation of the

purblind fumblings of an idiot creed
rather than the deliberate malice
of a grasping gang of money-
grubbers. That the money-grubbers
will win out there is no possible
doubt whatsoever. At the same time
the Labour Party have shown no
adherence to the least vestige of
a Socialism which would solve the
housing problem — which — forgive
me Cathy!-—is only a technical prob-

Tories set up multiplying bureauc-
racies.)

The Sunday Telegraph (17.9.72)
quotes a Labour councillor as saying,
‘We had the choice of breaking our
election promises, breaking the law
or resigning.” Also in the Telegraph
is the report of the Council at
Rugeley in Staffordshire which de-
cided originally to oppose the Act,
for they already had a surplus from

rent office saying it is not the wish
of the local council, and our rent
books will show the rent we ap-
prove of as well as the total’
Thank you very much!

The number of Labour Councils
‘opposing’ the act has dwindled
from the original numbers, some
have been ‘bought’ off by conces-
sions of reduced increases from £1
to 75p and others by the process

Gowu&n;mﬁeﬂznﬂm l&pet:ng:: two-house family, the bourgeoisifi- lem—given a determination to solve rent payments (what's ~ Socialist and reasoning of the Rugeley coun-
1o insecurity, to rising rents and the cation of working-class suburbs, the it which is conspicuously lacking in about that?). They decided, to cil. We find once again that the so-
non-!enln'tyt'o hoi eﬁssn:ss constant rise in municipal rents, the Governments of all stripes. avoid surcharges on individual called Socialists have feet of clay.
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the magic formula that the

and participating in
at'azg?gherpa

elimination of rented property, have
all forced families willy-nilly either
into homelessness, overcrowding or
into buying property on a mortgage
] the rat race
social level. The prob-

s wrote about it in the nineteenth
) e Y-

to

Thirty years ago the government
had a housing problem, thousands
of people had to be housed in a
hurry.  The manpower of the build-
ing frade was mobilized and whole

townships of accommodation were
built, in many cases individual houses
of a high standard. Where this was
not considered mansions were €x-
propriated and the homeless were
allocated living space. The question

cost or of subsidies did not arise.
~was a problem and it was

solved by the quickest method. Thirty
g later we still have the problem

of housing is nothing new, En-

3 1
do with immigration or

But what are we to do? On
the rebound, as is usual with electors,
Labour councils were elected in
many towns and cities. When the
details of this Tory Housing Finance
Bill were revealed they were full of

councillors, to ask the Minister of
the Environment to appoint a
Housing Commissioner. This the
Minister refused to do, and said
that the Councillors would be liable.
They also threatened other steps

As with the Common Market
and the Trades Disputes Acts, we
find these staunch champions of the
masses quibbling about 25p, or the
interpretation of some clause or

Continued on page 3

ALTHOUGH THE VAST majority of
building workers returned to work
after the ‘shabby settlement’ with the
employers, they did not feel that they
had been defeated. Far from it, twelve
weeks of struggle have changed the
industry out of all recognition. As
building workers we were told, that by
the very nature of the industry, strike
action, on a large scale, was not only
impossible but would also be ineffecti

At the Cubitts World's End, Chelsea,
Council housing site, the sub-contract
bricklayer refused to pay the new in-
creases. Cubitts also tried to transfer
men off the site. By the afternoon
the site was on strike again. They are
trying to get the support from other
Cubitt sites and force a victory over
a company which has continually black-
listed and victimised shop stewards.

The contrary has been proved on both
counts.

There is now a widespread feeling
that the unions, or rather the Union
of Construction, Allied Trades and Tech-
nicians, got the employers off the hook,
because, after another two or three
weeks, the bosses would have settled the
full_claim.

“On Merseyside, Birmingham and Dun-
dee, the strike continued for another
week in protest against the settlement.
Local union leaders were shouted down

h on Bryant jobs
are continuing their strike action to
gain the £6 national award on top of
their company agreement of £30 for a
40-hour week. This will mean that 23
sites will be idle. Some ies have

nothing
emigration or what kind of govern-
is in power.

* * *

of this upsurge and therefore reached
a settlement. As with other union
leaders, the leadership of the building
workers' unions are far removed from
the day-to-day problems on site. The
huge death and accident rate, the black-
listing and victimisation, that are part
and parcel of the industry, only appear
as figures and reports to the union leader.
His is the life of an administrator, nego-
tiator and a labour statesman. His roots
-may be working class but his life and
ambitions are those of the middle class.
Workers should not put their faith in
union leaders, but should come t

cut bonus payments in order to recover
the £6 settlement. Cementation is one
of these and strike action is expected to
force the firm to honour the settlement.

lthough 1 pped a long
way short of our demands, it is not
seen as a defeat. The picket centres
are still in existence and are trying to

1 to build effective organi-
sations of the rank and file. The
twelve-week strike has shown us what
can be achieved by our own efforts, the
opportunity to learn from it and build
on that experience should not be lost.
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when to get a resumption function. The Action Committees are
of work. But at later mectings they likewise still meeting but unlike the ]
decided to return. centres, the influence of the full-time FRA"ﬂo s

However it would be a mistake to
say the struggle is over. For as the
strike developed it became plain that
the dispute went further than just a
e about wages and hours. The
activists became a fight

', blacklisting and vic-
The u&:lunem has done

‘problems on their own. They ignored

the demands of the picket centres for

- a phased return with the

Regional Secretaries makes these Com-
mittees talking shops, rather than ini-
tiators of action. In fact, one of the
criticisms made of the London Action
gommitbe during the strike, was that
it only met once a week, when it could
have played a more decisive role. After
all the Committees included rank and
file militants as well as full-time officials.

PICKET CENTRE MEETINGS
If the important gains of twelve weeks
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Films
EAR

your
1 agree with your
Gaudier-Brzeska's reputation now
considerably higher than in 1952
you previously suggested the commemor
ation of one of his London residences
However, On examining previous corres
pondence, I find that Gaudier-Brzeska's
studio at 454a Fulham Road was in
fact demolished prior to 1952. Etc. and
oh ete. the possibility of erecting
a plaque at 39 Sterndale Road
Reburn Street will therefore be investi-

MR. MOYSIE

letter of September 4

thank you for
1972
Henr
sta

opinion that

when

or

gated, , ete., ete, yours faithfully,
Miss E. D. Mercer, BA, FSA, Head
Archivist for Director General the

Greater London Council, September 7,

1972.°

And all those long hours that one
spent, twenty years ago, sifting through
the old street records have in the end
been justified, and Henri Gaudier-
Brzeska’s short life within our Town
shall, after twenty years, be so honoured

For those who love the creative arts
there is that moment in time when
a single painting or a poem became
the key to an empire of the intellect
and of the heart, whose lifelong ex-
ploration shall cease only at death. A
few lines of a poem by Wilde, a Beardsley
drawing, a painting by poor dead Kit
Wood, a single chord of music or the
memory of an actor posing on a bare
stage, and we can name the hour, the
day and the year, even as the mystic
claims his personal communication with
God.

One remembers Henri  Gaudier-
Brzeska's carving of a gentle, resting
fawn. or the beauty of his marbled
Laughing Torso. In the late nineteens
thirties one stood, ill dressed and hope-
less, lonely in the huge crowd around
the platform of the Socialist Party of

Great Britain, and listened
Turner rage at our corrupt society
was our university and the
Tony Turner fed our starved souls

hope and our minds with a desire and

to

an and angry
with
an intent to examine and destroy
worthless world.

Then high upon his platform in the
grey November air Tony Turner held
aloft Nina Hammett's autobiographical
Laughing Torso (as Nina, despite what
the film says, posed for the torso, she
had every right to use the title). Tony
Turner cried, with the religious zeal
of one of Cromwell’s Ranters, that here
was living printed proof of an evil and
a degenerate society and one knew that
Tony Turner had fulfilled his task in
the furtherance of my education, for
he had revealed the cage of his brilliant
intellect.

NO SAVAGE MESSIAH

Gaudier-Brzeska was no savage messiah
but a young and creative sculptor in
the great European tradition. In clay
his work possessed all the flowing im-
mobility of Rodan’s fingered clay, when
flesh and dress cloaked the tortured
bones, and in stone he accepted not only
the discipline of the New Age but the
traditions of the Craftsmen of Orleans,
and in white marble he carved new
harmonies, yea, even unto his master-
piece Laughing Torso, whose young
breasts and scarcely rising belly reject
Ken Russell’s cheerful and colourful
pantomime of the artist as a happy
clownish extrovert.

our

A Fistful of Dynamite

FILM is the documentary type
report of the ‘revolutionary” activities
of a Mexican bandit who becomes a
Jeader of a guerilla army in the Mexican
revolution, and an IRA man. The
action takes around the high
point _of * the  tevolution _with__the
Zapatistas about to enter Mexico City and
the Villistas growing in the northern
provinces. This would be late 1914
and therefore the existence of the IRA
man is historically incorrect.

What is more disturbing, however, is
the equation of revolution merely with
-military victory. The causes of the re-

volution, land istribution and feud-

alism, don't gain mention at all,
/instead we have ambushes, raids and

This is perhaps characteristic of the
film as a whole. Ideas are not presented
except to back up the scripwriters' con-
cept of revolution as being no more
than a coup d'etat of the poor over
the rich. There is however one part
that “gives us “son isfaction, The
Mexican bandit initially concerns him-
self only with robbery. The Irishman
uses this to fool him into raiding the
bank in Mesa Verde which had been
turned into a political prison. This
‘brave act’ of course turns the Mexican
into a people’s hero! From then on
circumstances force the Mexican into
the role of a revolutionary leader rated
as highly as Villa and Zapata. The
climax comes when the military govern-
ment send one final punitive mission,
the train is blown up, the forces shot
down, but the Irishman is shot down
with them and in the fire that follows
his stock of explosives that he carries
inside his coat blows up.

An interesting film of what revolution
is not.

D.B.
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The cinema has ill served the artist
by turning all the long hours the
canvas into a few seconds of filmic
creations. So with Vincent Minelli’s film
of Van Gogh, so too with Russell's
Savage Messiah, Yet one cannot protest
but only sigh, for the film was made
to amuse a mass audience and it can take
its place alongside The Devils and The
Music Lovers. The film belongs to
Dorothy Tutin for we can believe that
this was Gaudier-Brzeska's friend and
companion who lived out her sad, mad
life after her young lover was Killed
in battle in 1915

Throughout the film Dorothy Tutin
gives a controlled performance of a

woman under daily stress, and her final
collapse, outside the scope of this film,
must follow with awful logic

on an
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For myself 1 can but regret the film that
was never made This was the w f
Ezra Pound, Wyndham Lewis, August

John, John Middleton Murry and cheap
meals at the Cafe Royal, yet Russell
gives us nothing beyond a few music-hall

and for rea-
Russell

caricatures of these people,
sons known only
a night club scene named, for the well

to God and

read, as the Vortex

MANY FAULTS

There are many faults within this film
badly written, badly cast, with
that more than stage
sets, especially with the Putney basement,
for Russell lacks Ford or Hitchcock’s
use of the long shot to give his filmed
drama a tragic universality, but it is
a good attempt, and the Archivists of

It

scenes

is

are no

There is no End

OW AND AGAIN a slight feeling
of bookphobia overtakes me, it is
not not just an occupational discase but
the serried ranks of books that pour
from the publishers like the output of
a sorcerer's apprentice give me Spasms.
Of books, and of books about books,
and maybe books about books about
books, there is no end—short of deliber-
ate illiteracy.
This review about a ‘book’ about
books is of Pacifism: a selected biblio-
graphy compiled by John Hyatt and

published by Housmans at 25p. It is,
in fact, a 54pp. pamphlet. One's first
impulse is to ask who wants such

a pamphlet? The general reader (God
bless him/her!) does not need such
a guide. The student doing a thesis
on the subject does not seem to be
sufficient of a public; he will, in any
case, simply badger the organizations
concerned (perhaps PN or the PPU have
such a market in mind). Next, there
is the collector or bibliomaniac who will
use this as his score sheet and badger
““his “BOoOKseller, who will badger the
Clique with this formidable, and not
entirely complete list. There are, of
course, the reprint houses but one knows
that an American publishing house has
embarked on a massive programme of
reprinting photographically the Great
Masterpieces of Peace.

‘Nothing hut

QUOTATIONS FROM THE ANAR-
CHISTS. Edited by Paul Berman.
Praeger, $2.45.

ERE IS YET ANOTHER American

paperback anthology of anarchist
writings, but this time on a rather
different pattern from Horowitz, Krimer-
man and Perry, Hoffman, and Shatz.
Tnstead of a small number of long
passages, it contains a large number of
short passages—rather like Quotations
from Chairman Mao. The closest par-
allel is in fact a French anthology
edited by Bernard Thomas and published

Since many of the books are out
of print and really scarce—John Hyatt
would have done everyone a service by
putting the simple letters ‘op' for out
of print after—alas!—many of the fitles

Whilst T am on about this, T will
fall gracefully into the common re-
viewers' trap of attacking a book for
not being what it never set out to be.
As a bibliography it fails again by not
describing the number of pages. I know
many of these works to be pamphlets
and it would save the time of booksellers
and librarians if they knew this awful
fact—pamphlets are often very important
material neglected by libraries and most
booksellers—Freedom Press and Hous-
man's excepted. (As for second-hand
pamphlets, they’re either given away or
fetch the earth!)

Secondly I think there should be a
section classifying the renegade ‘pacifists’.
It does the writer very little service (and
the reader too!) to believe that the writer
held to these views. One might even
list pamphlets or books in which the
writer expresscd contrary views. The-
prime example which Springs to mind
is Beverly Nichols, his good hack-work
(when we were all pacifists) Cry Havoc,
rendered for popular consumption the
facts of the Bloody Traffic and is listed
by Hyatt, his pamphlet ‘In the Next
War I shall be a Conscientious Objector'

lotes’

Almost all the material in the book
is alrcady available in English, though
some has been translated from French.
Berman secems to know no other lan-
guages, and as a result his coverage
of—say—Russian and Spanish writers is
weak; nor is it helped by such elementary
slips as calling Makhno's followers
‘Makhnovitsi’ rather and Makhnovisy or
remarking that ‘there are no works in
English devoted exclusively to Spanish
Anarchism’. So this book doesn't offer
much that is new; the question is whether
it offers it in a useful form.

in 1969 under the unfortunate title Ni
diew ni maitre (unfortunate because it
was of course the same title of Daniel
Guérin’s massive and magnificent an-
thology of 1965). Thomas’s book was
a cheap paperback containing hundreds
of brief quotations, mainly from the
classic anarchist writers, rather carelessly
arranged by subject, with a good preface,
a chronology, and a bad bibliography.
Berman's book is a relatively cheap
paperback containing hundreds of brief
quotations, mainly from some of the
classic anarchist writers, rather carelessly
arranged by subject, with a poor preface,
a fely biographical notes, and a summary
bibliography.

The main problems of any anthology
are what it includes and excludes, and
what purpose it serves. Berman says:
“The only Anarchists included are so-
cialists—more properly, either Anarchist
Communists or Anarcho - Syndicalists’
(with the addition of Proudhon). He
T e B LR e
cause they were not explicit socialists’,
and also all Christians and pacifists—
~which means the omission of Godwin,
Stirner, Tolstoy, and many other figures
gf great importance in the origin and

lop of the hist ideology.
The writers fi 1

Writ ented most freq!
are Bakunin, Kropotkin, Malatesta, Berk-
nﬁn;dold&m,b an:l é%ok‘:r. & that order.
e passages quoted da betwee
1840 and 1038, L

A of g from this
group of anarchist writers certainly gives
an impression of their ideas in a fairly
painless way, but it isn’t certain that
this is the best way of doing so. We
are given only a sentence or two at a
time, followed by the name of the
author and work, with a date (frequently
incorrect). What we get is not so much
anarchist thought as various anarchist
thoughts, with no supporting argument,

no linking Y, no exp
notes, no proper context, no attempt to

2

place them in_history or philosophy or

anything else.

Perhaps there is somc!ﬁing here for

Anarchist Classics Series

ABC OF ANARCHISM

—Alexander Berkman
Biographical Notes and
Reprint of Freedom Press
Edition with a new Intro-
duction by Peter E. Newell,

20p (24p)
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and it is their homage to ter
Henri Gaudier-Brzesk in
battle at one in the after 1 on June 5
1915, during an attack on N
St. Vaast

ARTHUR MoOYSE
is not—fortunately. But his apologia

Men do not Weep (one essay-chapter)
is also lacking even in the ‘Pacifism’s
Critics’ section. This section also lacks
very important C. Day Lewis (Left
) reply to Huxley We Are Not
Going To Do Nothing

In flipping through—who reads biblio-
graphies?—one notes the absence of John
Hovland's How Christ Met Aggression
but this could be covered in April
Carter's bibliography on Non-Violence.
Dwight MacDonald's Root Is Man is
listed only in the Indore, India edition,
and not in the various amended and
revised editions since; even MacDonald
has revised some of his views! Randolph
Bourne’s The State seems not to be
listed although his other works are.
There are a lot of books on my mind
published by the Peace Book Club before
the war, by H. M. Swanwick and L. P.
Jacks for example, which might have
been included.

Finally while I'm still carping, why
not list novels dealing with pacifists?
They should be worthy of a section
from FITZROY’s Despised and Rejected,
via HUXLEY’s Eyeless in Gaza to
J. E. B, STUART's The Objector. They
~have  something to -contribute~to~the
serious student of pacifism.

“Pacifism’ is still a fighting word in the
anarchist movement, therefore any
serious study of it is to be welcomed.
If John Hyatt's bibliography helps to-
wards this it is welcome.

JR.

readers who know virtually nothing
about anarchism and want to find out
something quickly about its socialist
variety. It is difficult to sec what else
there is—there is certainly nothing for
serious students of the subject—except
possibly a kind of source-book for
striking aphorisms like those which used
to appear on the front page of FREEDOM
every week. For all their faults, the
existing American anthologies really per-
form a more useful function; and there
is still no substitute in English for
Guérin’s Ni diew ni maifre.
N.W.
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history repeats itself.  Marxist groups
in the Bolshevik tradition have, like
lhetmor.hﬂn.beenfomedbym

sterile party-building—to effect a facade
which hists  might ti be
tempted to look upon sympnbzﬂenlly
‘Workers' control and workers’

deed are dedicated to eonvmdnl our
fellow-workers of that simple fact, and

we do not believe that they are too
stupld to eomprehend it. We are not

have been seized upon with opportunistic

In 1917 many Russian hi

ing for , pawns to be used
in our games, SO we are not interested
in conning workers with empty slogans,

convinced by Lenin's April Theses nnd
his State and Revolution that he had
i minculously nude a great leap in their
events were
to show that \agucly expmd libertarian

were no axamst the
construction of a ruthl

or flattering them when we believe they
deserve criticism,

Two readers’ letters recently criticised
the position taken by FREEDOM over Viet-
nam and the recent docks dispute. In
an orgy of opportunism one reader urged
us to ‘swim with the tide of workers'

party, which eventually crushed the im-
placable foe and the sympathetic critic
without distinction. The left-wing Bol-
sheviks who had acceded to the sup-
pression of the anarchist ‘bandits’ were
soon afterwards to suffer the irony of a
similar fate.

We know good revolutionaries who
accept the anarchist critique of cen-
tralism and beaucracy and yet they
continue to work within organisations
with the expressed objective of creating
a centralized party in search of power!
To such comrades we cannot say too
strongly that authority, centralism and
bureaucracy within the revolutionary
movement must be destroyed NOW. It
is not an academic debate to be post-
poned until after the Revolution because
if bureaucracy and the power of leaders
are not destroyed now then they will
destroy us, and our hopes for the future,
on the morning of their coup d'etat.

However, there is a simple acid-test
which clearly divides the power-seckers
from those who wish to seec a free
society created by the initiative and active
participation of the people concerned.
Anarchists believe that people everywhere
—whether workers in Britain or p

from Vietnam to dockland’.
What this reader failed to i

enemy: governmen

The ncdon'onho ockers
dispute underlined everything thgt
wrong in the trade union m

dockers turned on their fellow-workers.
Such divisive action weakens the working-
class movement and strengthens the hand
of the employers and the State, Un-
doubtedly, great differentials in wages
are the greatest enemies of solidarity
and should be discouraged by anarchists
within their own unions. Militancy and
dlrect achon are not automatically

was
that in the two instances quoted the
best interests of working people were
not being served, and this is why FREE-
poy refused to join the bandwagon of
mindless militants and pseudo-revolu-
tionaries.

A victory for the NLF in Vietnam
will not bring freedom to the peasants
in Vietnam. The ‘national liberators®
will form a new government, a new
tyranny over the people. Like all poli-
ticians everywhere they inflict every
suffering on the people in the name of
the struggle for ‘freedom’ whilst they
plan the ways they will regulate the lives
of the people when they take over
from the old rulers. The label ‘guerilla
army’ is no guarantee of revolutionary
good faith. Yesterday'’s guerilla is
today’s dictator in so many. parts of
the world. There is no iron law of
history which demands that a colonial
people must endure the dictatorship of
nationalist rulers on the way to their
own liberation. Furthermore, there is
no reason whatsoever to believe that a
nationalist government is a step towards
that liberation. By perpetuating the myths

in Vietnam—could create a free world
where people really would have control
of their own lives tomorrow if they
resolved to have no more of leaders and
governments. Our efforts by word and

about * 1 lib struggles’ peo-
ple who claim to be internationalists.
confuse workers by suggesting that there
is a nationalist solution to the problems
of the people. Whether in Vietnam,
Ireland or Britain there is a common

The New Bigotry

Dear Comrades,

John Brent writes a plain  mis-
statement of fact in FREEDOM (9.9.72
“The New Bigotry’). He writes, ‘Jensen
believes that Negroes are innately in-
ferior to whites. . . ." This is a lie about
Jensen, and it is worthwhile to nail
lies about people wherever they are
pub]hh:d Obviously reactionary and
racist papers would like to pretend that
this is what Jensen and

other men
of similar scientific eminence have
claimed, but the scientists have not

claimed that Negroes are ‘inferior’. It
is a pity that lies of this kind should
be retailed in an anarchist paper.

Not only deliberately racist journals

have used this lie, but bourgeois
journals like New Society and the
Guardian have helped to cloud the

issue for political ends or for the sake
of sheer journalistic sensation. They
would like to pretend that there is a
real, meaningful difference of scientific
opinion between so-called ‘environment-
alists’ (goodies) and ‘hereditarians’ (bad
dies). In fact, scientists competent in
related disciplines know that this is
an entirely false dichotomy which is
being played up by journalists. It is
o b seized on by ignorant bleth-
hoth the right and the left
some well-known academic
figures who blether on TV without any
this particular field

erers O
including

c

petence in

LETTER

If anyone is interested in what Jen-
sen did say, they should study Jensen.
As far as I have read his writings they
seem to me eminently sound. By careful
research and sensible theorizing he
has made a valuable contribution to
knowledge. In contrast, John Brent's dog-
matic statements are largely unfounded
and dogmatic, and his views appear to
bc both snobbish and sexist. He writes,
. . . most men and nearly all women
are profoundly reactionary in their
fccllnp What bloody nonsense is this?
“The New Bigotry' scems a fitting title
for this hodge-podge of the prejudices
of an elitist snob.
London, N.5 ToNy GIBSON,

John Brent replies: Source of infor-
mation, Guardian, 209.72. ‘This paper
scems to have taken quite a fancy to
the man. People seem to me to be
reactionary because of what they are
taught. It is not innate, and not their
l'mll but sexist, elitist or not, I rarely

set people who are not reactionary.
\hh anarchists outnumber female by a
large majority. I think this is due to
the roles society imposes on people and
trains them to submit to. As far as
the media are concerned, I have decided
to give up both the Guardian and New
Statesman, who seem to be using racism
as means of increasing circulation, and
if Tony Gibson is correct are not too
squeamish about lying

#
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another, instes
completely!
The primary concern with
in a I’Hlnmull\l\ manner
ille l or
which v affect the
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f Has it been tten
Geor Lanst
Popla

Continued from page 1
id of rejecting the Bill

acung

and
anything
‘ouncillors or

{ '
doin

rent strike? Must the tenants al-
ways depend on the broken reeds
of morally bankrupt Labour coun-
cillors giving a lead? As if one
were a dog!

The primary insult of the Housing
Finance Bill is the degradation of
having to go cap in hand, as it

sre, o ask the Authorities for a

with

that many are

}
ybvious, a

too proud to claim what is

by right, but which ha

and they are, in fact,
reactionary 11 they destroy the freedom
and solidarity on which a new society
could be built.

It was one of those unfortunate twists
of history that the first time solidarity
action was needed in support of workers
imprisoned under the Industrial Rela-
tions Act the workers involved had
been involved in action which inevitably
tended to destroy that solidarity. For-
tunately, on this occasion, working-class
solidarity was strong enough to stand

oyement.
Instead of uniting with container-workers
to further their common interest the

)

of the suffering and injustice
We will have a struggle
all the rulers and exploi
important step is
the dirty game of politics
men ever eager to set themselves

as leaders. A slogan which appeared
on the walls in Paris during the revo-

lutionary days of May 1968 states
position clearly Be xuluﬂo—dgnmd
the impossible!

TERRY Emu.ufs.

Rent Tribunals

OW STUPIDLY LAZY we all are.
Here 1 was in a cosy cottage-slum
paying four pounds a week and seem-
ingly quite happy to pay it. For it
seems most people take no action until
they are driven through desperation or
absolute need. Also although a person
may be able to read and write it doesn't
necessarily mean he can fight with words
and pen. Then again it causes un-
pleasantness. Few people want to up-
set others unless it is absolutely neces-
sary in order to obtain one’s rights—a
fair rent; or a deservedly cheaper rent—
or a stay-of-eviction! But unless some
action is taken then it only causes the
feeling that it is not worth ever
approaching rent tribunals.
However what must be done is sm‘lple'
in my own casc, having n:cexved notice

Rent Officer. From him ] received the
forms to fill in for a Tribunal (Rent
Tribunal). After filling in the form for
Furnished Lettings (Rent Act, Part VI,
1968) stating what fumiture was the
landlady’s and what was mine; adding
comments as to the nature of the cottage;
being without drains; water and gas but
having electricity; stating that no rent
book existed for first 18 months of nearly
fours years' living there (called opti-
mistically ‘Six Chimneys’ but having only
two; being able to see six mine, engine-
house chimneys down the Troon to Carn
Kie valley) and explaining that the furni-
ture provided cost a total of perhaps
just £25 and could in no way be con-

sidered sufficient to call it a ‘furnished
letting’ . . . the three members of the
tribunal, a solicitor chairman; a trade
unionist; and a conservative hat-wearing
lady-like personage, plus the council
officer recording evidence, took note,
heard the landlady’s evidence, then con-
sidered the case in private; having earlier
that day been up to the cottage to check
that what was stated on the tribunal
form by landlady and tenant was in fact

The tribunal came to the conclmwn
that they could not make any statement
on the ‘fair rent’ or time to quit since
they found the cottage to be outside
their jurisdiction . . . declaring in other
words the cottage to be inadequately
furnished—to be an unfurnished tenancy,
with slx months' notice before eviction

Thls can bc challenged by the land-
lady through a county court but would
of course cost money and she would be
unlikely to win in this case.

So take heart and defend yourself
whenever possible. T went into the local
library and read up on the 1968 act.
Made notes and tried to understand as
much of it as possible. You can do the
same for any such legal affairs. To pay
solicitors is a business racket and too
costly in every way, since win or lose,
morally right or wrong, they couldn’t
give a shit to put it simply. All the best
with your court cases,

Dennis GOuLD.

ST. IMIER—

a Gentury has passed

N WRITING
of the

of the first Congress
‘Black International’, formed
by the anti-authoritarian socialists in
1872, Bakunin neglected to inform his
readers on the state of the weather.
Which probably accounts for the opti-
mism that the organisers of the recent
reunion felt in billing it as a centenary

picnic: it was bucketting down in the
Swiss Jura mountains as almost two
hundred people of varying nationalities
gathered near St. Imier's tiny square,
now used as a car park., Amongst them
were Swiss, Italian, German, French,
Austrian, Japanese, Australian  and
American comrades, with myself as the

sole representative of British anarchism

We retired to a dead posh hotel, where
we crammed ourselves into a first-floor
restaurant, having mounted a staircase
that was so plushly carpeted as to make
me consider the fact that our comrades

1872 In
¢ restaurant some of the younger
comrades braved the hard floor to ‘pic
1ic whilst
part

would marvel to sce

those

more ney

of an ¢ meal with ot

xpensive

my halting French, I did my best to
explain that there were still anarchists
in Britain and that some of us were
kicking. A plea for action scemed to
go in of ears and come out
the. other but did receive some
replies; so if there is anyone in this isle
who wishes to make contact with our

scores
side,

comrades on other continents, please
get in touch with me via Freedom Press
At one point we were treated to

some revolutionary Spanish songs, com-
plete with accompaniment on a \pnm\h
quitar, which was followed by a
multi-lingual rendering of the ‘Inter-
nationale’, twice A Japanese comrade
started speaking in French but finding
the strain too hard broke into Japanese
amid a round of applause and bemused
laughter. But we got the message
After everyone who had
to say

something

had said it with more besides,
a pilgrimag
where

some made

de la Clef

¢ to ‘L'Auberge
lived Bakunin whilst

hmakers of the
hs were sol-
some Italians
amily
in

from
A\ way
Doubt-

b
haye done with

Please send foolscap (97
if you would like: xedvcbobﬂim

Bookshop
Open Afternoons
Tuesday to Friday

2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Open Evenings
Thursday close at 8.30 p.my
Saturday 10 am. to 4 pm

SUBSGRIPTION
RATES, 1972

FREEDOM
Inland, and Sorface Mall abroad

for one year £3.00 ($7.50)
six montha £1.50 ($3.79)
three months £0.80 ($2.00)
Alrmail
Europe & 1 year £4.00
Middle East 6 months £2.00
The Americas 1 year $12.50
6 months $623
India, Africa, &c. 1 year £4.50
6 months £225
Australasia & 1 year £5.00
Far East 6 months £2.50

ANARCHY

Inland, and Serface Mall abroad
12 issues £225 (36.00)

6 issues £1.13 (33.00)
Airmail

USA & Canada 12 issues $11.00

issues  $6.00

Australasia & issues  £4.50

Far East issues  £2.25




(myself 1 hate ALL flags as ‘aggro’).
_The Unionists will fight the reason

worh'ﬁ‘ against anything
from this meeting is that

enquiries into Lynch’s allegations of
torture, etc., in the six counties. Of
course Heath will say all ‘domestic
remedies have not been exhausted’, and
that no ‘inh or degradi
has taken place’, and try to get any
hearing quashed before it begins. The
Dublin Government will be doing its
utmost to push the case up to the admissi-
bility stage—which it feels it can win. If
they succeed Britain will be only too
anxious to find a friendly settlement.
Meanwhile the SDLP have issued their
propositions for bringing peace and
stability in the six counties, and to me
they are like a breath of fresh air in
their innate reasonableness. They are
novel in that they see an interim system
for Ircland, not only as necessary, but

s towards every one of the SDLP
suggestions. In the awful words of
Maudling they are prepared to accept
‘an acceptable level of violence', until
they can beat everyone who thinks dif-
ferently from them, and allow them to
retain their terrible powers of brutality
and repression against ALL the minority.
The SDLP document is refreshingly free
from any taint of oncupmanship. It is
primarily a buying of time to let men
of good will talk.

Meanwhile John Taylor says MORE
not less guns should be issued to priv-
ate citizens to defend themselves against
the TRA. I can only think his wound
deranged his mind completely. Craig
and Faulkner have quarrelled and Craig
won't go to the Whitelaw non-party at
Darlington, saying it is a betrayal, and
Stormont must be fully restored with
all powers for security vested in it. The
saddest thing is the bidding for personal
power among ALL degrees of Unionism,

refinery to be set u
though the get-rich-quick speculat
furious, considering their profits more

important than amenities for Dubl
people.

murders from both sides, and the British

killed. Three shots IN HIS BACK as
he ran away, but the army swear he was
an armed gunman and they shot him
down as he fired at them (over his

shoulder with eyes in the back of his

head?). No gun was found, and on-
lookers, including priests and a doctor,
say he had none. The army stick to

ﬂ

OPPOSING FORGES OF 600D AND EVIL

‘WllY DEMONSTRATE peace when
we are not at war?’

A question of sharp definition asked
by a small man in a cloth cap and
turn-ups. The street lamps cast shadows
of us across the rain damp pvc street,
shadows of monolithic intensity. Would
that questions were as two dimensional,
as clearly defined as they. Yet the
comparison is true only in the likeness
of their flecting tangibility.

Should T quote the reality of Vietnam
or Bangla Desh, pointing out that in
today’s ‘global village’ world the outrage
of one nation becomes the collective
responsibility of all thinking people re-
gardless of race or geographical location.
WAR. (Wor) M.E. fr of Gme origin.

Open conflict between nations, active

international hostility carried on by

force of arms.
—Universal English Dictionary.

‘Fight tooth and nail for peace’—un-

credited slogan in white-wash on a

Leeds wall.

A basis to work from in the argument
with the small cloth-capped man. A
clear definition. Probably he needs no
such definition, probably he fought,
probably lost friends, in the last war.
The acts of war, of international aggres-
sion, are obvious., The motives some-
what more difficult to pin-point.

Going beyond political arguments and
propaganda justifications can it be argued
this way’ War has  been initially
identified as open aggression between
large numbers of men. Could the root
cause be aggression in the individual,
multiplied until that individual becomes
the nation?

It is not difficult to find evidence of
individual aggression, the willingness to

resort to violence for very little apparent
reason. An acceptance, perhaps that
violence is a way of settling argument
or dispute. The pub brawl, the wife
beater, the teenage gang fight are evi-

This is what can be termed as
acceptance.

This is what we can fight now, during
a time, if only nominally of peace.

If war is the result of bad diplomatic

dence that is painfully app

But to hold that war is a problem
of individual aggression magnified is
also untrue. To accept this idea is to
refute all the research which has been
carried out into crowd behaviour, mass
hysteria and aggression. The nature
of the crowd, the psychological process
of the crowd is very different from the
nature of the individual. It can be
scen that even the most unaggressive
and mild man can be carried along
by the crowd, can fall victim to mass
hysteria. War is different from indi-
vidual aggression. War requires the mass

arg it follows that it can be
avoided by good political argument. That
international aggression can be avoided
by expertly applied logic. That, in a
theoretical utopian state, war would not
be necessary, would not be ‘accepted’,
because learning, logic, argument, had
superseded it. This also implies that
history is a form of evolution that has
taken man from a state of savage
barbarity to a state where ‘politics’ can,
if used correctly, do away with the
ncessity for violence. Project this graph
into the future, to a more civilised. to
a more learned world, and perhaps that
oo 3

mobilisation of the nation's r and
manpower, their transportation to many
miles away, their employment against
people who are not directly guilty of
any act, except to be in the unfortunate
position of being in the same position
—but in the pay of someone else. This
is not the way the individual would
act,

War has been described as the last
resort of bad politics. Implying that
under certain conditions of international
diplomacy, war is inevitable. That be-
yond a certain point, beyond a certain
breakdown of verbal dispute, open war-
fare is the accepted result.

Politicians apparently accept this logic,
as is obvious to anyone after even a
tertiary glance at any newspaper. This
is also a ently accepted by the ‘man
in the street’. The small man with cloth
cap and turn-ups. The most unaggressive
and mild man you know, perhaps.

e
l)\\‘l. PAWLOWSKI, head of the Most anarchists do not seem to be
Church of Aphrodite has been sen interested in ‘the drug scene’, nor are

tenced to six months imprisonment,
suspended for two years, for cultivating
cannabis at his church. He believes
that the taking of cannabis is part of

his religion. He told the magistrate, ‘I

have permission from The Goddess to
use cannabis. 1 don’t need the permission
of the police
As he was hustled from the court
he houted Down with the fascist
criminal, insane magistrate He should
be taken to a mental hospital for four
week rvation Pawlowski had al
ready been remanded himself for medical
ey He was brought back into the
court for entencing and  finally  de
varted 1 houting After his d
} wgistrate, Mr. Loudon, said
in the medical report
thing wro with hi
) ho w I with |

they usually inclined towards mysticism,
goddesses, witcheralt, ete But
they are strongly opposed to the perse-
cution of people whose views differ from
those the conformist multitude,
especially when, as in the case of Paul
Pawlowski and Bill Dwyer, they are
seeking to force their views upon
others, as is the case with some minorities

gods,

of

not

I'he magistrate’s comment might at first
amusing, but he has really
For he has in elfect

sight seem
condemned himself

aid  that whose views are
unusual (or just out of date, the Goddess
ancient Britain),
(terrible

someone

was worshipped in and

who gel emotional
England!)

t be insanc

sin in

wbout the way he is treated

Some
ad
ounter-productive to shout
that is lack

r prudence, not insanity. In fact

In other words
one I cannot understand must be
It is probably

magistrates, but of wisdon

theor state could exist.

It can, for the convenience of this
argument, be stated that man is a
successful evolutionary experiment. He
has cities, a complex legal code, vaunt-
ing ideals expressed in great art, literature
and music. It can also be stated as
an d fact that evoluti y civili-
sation is a process not only of racial,
but of the eradication of traits of sav-
agery in the individual.

This premise can be illustrated by
H .G. Wells' passage in his History of
the World, where he quotes the example
of a theorised, unprepared temporal
traveller finding incongruous, the sophi-
stication of philosophy, art, legislation
of ancient Rome, with its belief in
prediction of the future by examination
of the intestines of freshly killed animals,
its lusty pagan religions, its barbarity
in the arenas. The two extremes, he
implies, should not be found together.

At this stage in his development Wells
would also have found paradoxical the
ceremony of ripping the hearts from
living victims, in the civilisations of
central America, whose mathematical
genius is a source of amazement and
respect today

Later, as he wrote Mind at the end
of its tether Wells had ceased to he
perplexed, as he predicted the extinction
of the human race. By then he appears
to have gone to the other end of the
ideological spectrum From optimism,
to an extreme pessimism that believed
in an inherent capacity for destruction
and savagery that no amount of ‘civil-
ising’ could outgrow

Bertrand Russell, in a different way,
also hinted that man’s dualist
character, that ‘education’ could eliminate
savagery. His much quoted
dictum that ‘Survival is a race between

was o

his basic

education and annihilation’ proves this
Wells' disillusionment, and subseqent
pessimism s, of course, easily mirrored
by the whole direction of literature in
the first half of the twenticth century
From Eliots Wasxte Land, to the total
dedication to | ism of Andreyey, to
the Dadaist move nt Jneque Vache
lived his life as an art-object, the
expression which was do
nd st " ke

a
ators “Y:

troops, go on unabated. A youth was

Meanwhile in the six counties the g

blurb is as follows
24 meetin

Tho‘eonmjn's  two-fold
acquaint the students with the

, anthrop
history and literature. The theorie
rebellion and revolution will be
ined as well as the different
an anarchical society. No previous
knowledge of the subject will be assumed,
but a general interest in ideas would be
desirable.

Further details: Miss E. B. Finlay,
9 Ullswater Road, Handforth, Wilmslow,
Cheshire. Tel. 95-25974.

attitude of ‘all’s well in_this
possible worlds’, in the light of

War, Fascism, and destruction of the

environment.
And, getting back to the original ar-

gument, that of the shi itics
of the atﬂmde?%'d mﬁ%&ﬂg&  The

first idea that the force for destruction
could be bred out of the race by
logic, learning, and civilisation. Meaning
that the force of aggression was ‘learned’,
taught by the environment, was not
inherent, and could be unlearned.

And the idea that superseded it. That
man was inherently evil, and doomed
by his own genius for destruction.

Both ideas can be seen as unrecon-
cilable opposites,

Or as two sides of the same coin.

Paralleling the shift from optimism to
pessimism is the breakdown of that
other 19th century characteristic, the idea
of ‘systems’. The belief that every-
thing could be set apart, divided,
neatly labelled. The great age of the
pigeon-hole, the effect of which extended
into the rigid class system of the
Victorian caste strata, to the arts,
sciences, every facet of life and belief.
The very fact that we speak of the
‘arts’ in the plural, instead of art in
the singular, is but one legacy of this
method of thinking.

Therefore the shift from one ideo-
logical extreme to its polar opposite can,
in this light, therefore be seen as just
the product of one particularly limited
way of thinking. Confused by semantics
to an almost impossible degree.

Can we not go beyond this backwards
and forwards bickering?

Go bevond the complex arguments,
the division, the word games

Think of Wells' paradox of ancient
Rome, its twin in Aztec central America,
the Auschwitz, the Hiroshima, the Viet-
nam. that will confound all philosophers
who attempt to construct a Darwinist
theory of evolutionary  pacification
through civilisation

Every peak of achievement throughout
history, be it in the field of
art or philosophy, is cqualled only by
the ferocity and barbarism of the military
or political activities that parallel it

science,

Huxley's vision of the future as ‘a
boot stamping on a peasant’s face-—for
ever' rings painfully true

Tt can be argued, of course, that this

barbarity

Appare
{
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(To be

continued)

visions of

offer the old o
rather than trading it in. Freedom
Press.

Welsh anarchist, male, 22, needs room in
London flat. Any area considered.
Neil Jones, c/o Freedom Press.

“The Immortal Temple’ by R. C. van
Orden. ‘A challenging series of
P essays on Individualisml’
$5.00, Integrity Pub. Co., Dept. FRD,
P.O. Box 305, Garfield, New Jersey,
07026.

Catonsville R.R. No. 38 out. On Wales,
Liberation or Nationalism, Diggers,
otc. 8p monthly, 12 issues £1.25,
from 28 Brundretts Road, Man-
chester, 21.

ORA Special Conference, October 13-15,
Leeds. Anyone wishing to attend
contact T. Bavage, Flat 3, 35 Rich-
mond Road, Leeds 6. Phone: Leeds

59762,
ORA Newsletter. Articles on Festival
of Light, Tenants' Organisation,

Media, Germany, France, etc. 1§
4 postage from 68 Chingford Road,
London, E.17.

‘Black and Red Outlook’, monthly ASA
paper, on Ecology, Rock 'n’ Roll,
Stuart Christic on Special Branch
Persecution, etc. S5p plus postage
from A. Portus, 116 Gilda Brook
Road, Eccles, Lancs,

“Peace News' for theory and practice of
non-violent revolution. £4.95 pa.
(students less 10%). Trial sub. 7
weeks for SOp with free M. Duane
‘Biological Basis of Anarchism'.
5 Caledonian Road, N.1.

Inside Story No. § now out. On Squatting
in Islington and Paris, Building
Strike, Political Trials, Subs.: 6 for
£1.50, 1 copy 25p. From 3 Belmont
Road, London, S.W.4

Michael Tobin Defence Committee, ¢'o
265 Dale Street, Chatham, Kent

Libertarian Aid Committee for the Hyde
Park ‘3. Visiting: Phone 677 1526
(Mrs. Carty). Letters-gifts (must have

Prison No.): 110305 M. Callinan,
110281 L. Marcantonio, 110280 Stan
Quinn. Donations: Mrs Callinan,
59 Brondesbury Villas, London,
N.WSE

Stoke Newington 8 Trial. Send all aid
to '8' Fund, Compendium Bookshop,
240 Camden High Street. Meals,
fruit, papers, books (new ones only),
cigarettes and money needed




