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WORLD STARVATION NOW ADMITTED

Not due to natural causes. bul o the price sysiem

T IS no pleasure for those who have for

to luy out, again for the next season The he State, however, through its spokesmen
months been warning against the danger US. crop of last scason was a record one. like Bevin, By wnd all the rest ‘-r.n.\.‘.
of famine to say, “1 told you s0!*  Starvation Common sense immediately tells one that this has to appear (o COBE If with socicty as
for millions of people is too grim a prospect. is singularly fortunate sceing that the crops in a wholes otherwise it would meve tinoe ta
- Nor is the fact that the United Nations have S. Africa and in ladia bave been poor. Bat rales Bat in deet of K world wide
now recognized the palpable fact of mass common sense und  humanity are not  the shortage, o probl that requires the encriics
hunger any guarsatee that anything will be dominant factors in capitalist coonomy-—the of society as a whole to solve it, all that gov

done about it.
Speaking at the U

market is the only consideration.
crop means lowered prices

And u good crnnrents cun do i te issue appenls to farmers

atly the to food]  Obvioasly i it

General Assembly on grow  more were

13 February, Ernest Bevin stated that in the U.S. Scerctary of A dy sug coonomicnlly feasible for the farmers and
first six moaths of 1946 importing countrics gested that crop have to be re peasants of the v #ld to grow more food there
© will require 17,000,000 tons of wheat and duged next year to proiect farm prices. lIn would be no fam I the poverty of the
flour, whercas the expected supply s estis plain terms, this means that American farmers workers the world aver permitted of it they
mated at only 12,000,000 tons. He added will be encouraged to produce less food this would buy m s very fact that

scason.  This advice was en when Europe
was already starving, and in toral disregard

&
of the chronic famine conditions in India and

”»

that there were good reasons for thinking that
*the deficit will be even larger than the
. 5,000,000 tons already mentioned.™

they could by the demand
without which, vnder eapitalism, no supply
< be fortheoming,

To indicate the extent of the likely faming, China. . It is uscless for Bevin to imply that the
Bevin  declared:  “We  arc  dealing  with Why cannot the surplus food be given away causes of th iing wre natural cnuses—the
1,000,000,000 free?  Becawse if it were, the price of food crop fuilures in Suuth Africa and India.  The

of the world population who in

B you mustn't give
e " Zhem food 2
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AMERICAN
STRUGGLE

Industrial

be | for the struggles of gigantic leaders

ambitions, and the

with ¢ aniac most for

midable

of these has been John L. Lewis, once

f the sd C.I( { lat !
the of Phil Murray
has ely seemed to ¢ ¢ that of Lewis in the
recent actions of the American unions, but a
report by the "Daily Espress's” American corres

pondent (12/2,46) seems to indicate that Lewis
is playing for a yet bigger game.

All through the Amorican strike wave,'
the roport, “not a word has been heard from
John L. Lawis, the union boss who led a mine
strike nearly every yoar of the war. The reason:
Lewis_has other plans.

At the age of b, he it plotting to become the
most powerful man in America. His strategy is
to unite disunited labour. His objective —
15,000,000 workers to do his bidding.

He has already achlieved the first step by
taking his 500,000 miners back inte the Right
Wing American Federation of Labour. His next
stop will be to win control of the other big
union body—the Congress of Industrial Organ-
isations,

Then Mr, Lewis will have the job he has
always wanted—president-maker, He expects to
win votes for his man by getting higher wages
for averyona.” S
But will Lowis got there? He is not the only

American union leader with political ambitions,
and there soems a general tendency for even those
who appear militant in leading sirikes to frame
their policy in such a way as to find favour with
the White House and thus advance aleng the path
towards the ruling class élite alrsady followed by
the British union leaders. So John L. may find

rung

T.U.
FOR
there's

BOSSES
POWER

' ro than a little competilion for the job
of political fuhrer of American industry
And he may alsc find that the American workers
are getting wis him and withdrawing their
' st leadors and organise

support '

iy & re

nary industrial organica-
America—the LW.W. It was the
vanguard of the American workers in the days
before Lewis and his puppet organisations were
ovory heard of, and it remains a continual chel-
lenge to reformist unionism and a nucleus around
which may form & wide movement of workers'

On Monday, 11th February, trouble began again
at the Merseyside docks, when ten thousand workers
rofused to and stopped work at
5 p.m.; there wers 30 shipy waiting to be loaded
or unlocaded. The resson for their action is thet
large numbers of experienced: dockers are being
dismissed as redundant, and that it would be
better to reinstate them rather than to do con-
tinual overtime work, The dockers point out that,
while they receive £1 185, 0d. for their 8 hours’
overtimes, such o large part of this goes in income
tax that it is not worth thelr whils to carry it on,
espocially when other men are being thrown out
of work.

The men have since returned, on the promise of
a new system.,

tion exists in

do overtime

Laundry workars in Liverpool, Birkenhead and
Stoke, to the number of several hum
gone on siriks over the sxclusion of & wa
croase from a tentative agreemant betwsen union
and employers. It is expected that they will be
followed by workers in La;doa laundries.
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7OOD could not have better staged
Wedl ok the Trshes THs

TYienivs AR Yhae

The stage was very elaborately set for the
political farce, produced to capture the appre-
ciative applause from the mesmerised gallery.
“The set is intended to display the bitterest ani-
mosity between the Government and the Opposi-
tion over a reactionary law. The hero of the
picce is supposed to be the Labour Party with
the Tories cast as the villains. As a picce of
public entertainment it stinks, but as a revelation
of Maskelyne political illusion it ds. Bevin
has thumped the box and roared his anger, and
Hogg and Eden haye risen to their roles in mag- ~
nificent style.

‘The whole farce might have had a littic more
success had not Mr. Henderston Stewart, in his
broadcast in the “Week in Westminster” series,
revealed that although there may be considerable
acrimony in the debare, in all his years in Par-
liament he did not remember such a feeling of
friendliness behind the scenes.

Under the,political glamour, which has drawn
so many millions to tragedy, there is no basic
disagreement between the Government and the
Oppositi On all fund: 1 issues there is
unanimity: unanimity on war, on finance, on
constitution, on Law and Order and certainly
on the matter of labour control. Should the
Socialists and the Tories part company on all
other issues (sic) all the records show that they
trusted to form a coalition of tyranny to

n any workers’ revolt for pa-

LABOUR LAW

AND ORDER

rc:hpomihll.ity for the “Bla

al,

cklegs' Charter™ on 1o

opportunity 10 cripple the i
weaken the Labour Party™,

The primary responsibility for this act clear]
rests with the T.U.C. and the Labour
who were guilty of the most flagrant betrayal
that has continued right down through the fol-
lowing 19 years. The betrayal has been so
complete, and the workers’ established rij 50
subordinated 1o the careerism of the T.U. and
Labour pl that the implication seen by
Reynolds News in the Trades Dispute Act is Jitde
more than a mild joke. B

True it is that the Baldwin government placed
the Act on the Statute Book, but the Tories
did no more than confirm the duplicity of the
T.U. officials and placate the capitalists.

The worker, living in his shabby surroundings,
experien

»

huge salaries, discuss the

Jeaves him pretty cold.

To the worker, the right to strike
mental as his right to breathe, That
be exercised when conditions drive

-
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Discontent In The Army

The
-
a As
went y the . Yy "
concermed wuh the na th r
régume was sdoplng
By 1644 desertions were bece
and trouble was abo caused (
some units to serve beyond th .
The Pacbamentary leaders thou I g : A
save the witustion by sending pr th { :
ranks, but revivalist preaching was tod und the 1 |
transitory in its effect in companisen with the an “Agres |
dissppointments the soldiers were actually ex- or 5
perienciag. The discontent of the soldiers and :
the inefficiency of most of the parhiamentary T
Jeaders resulted in & series of disasters which re d
was halied only after Cromwell and the Inde- ppr wl WHAT'S THE ANSWER]
pendents, the more radical wing of the bour- o ha (
isic, oused the aristocratic neffectuals like v th . ' N
from command and formed a corps d'dlite At abe when o br FRANCI
= of middie-class cavalry, the lronsides, who was. held ¢ ey in which th " \ay Bappi find O : G @ ooyt i : sodis g
the dynamic force of the New Grandees of the ermy, including Cromw dehiverers.” :
el Army and enabled Cromwell to win the Ireton, and & number of K { Riots 1 1648 ¢
decisive vicories of Marswn Moor in 1644 and duding Saxby and Rainbe lm{( 10fs In » i 3
N"l’::h 1645, LIRS il part In these debates there was 161 ked riotiog i ] A
Independents ered from the Presby- M s ¢ made se L4 1
secang in 1ho they widhod 10 FeplAce & ConTLL.  Prceied Riumly the dldihuonment of the men sily were, |
ined church by self-governing congregations. In Saxby, for instance, remarked ChacigMins I
ffect, they were just as ruthless and more effi- “1 confess muny of vy fought for those ends rag t !
cent in their pursuit of exploitation and power, which, we since saw, were not those which re i '
and ’“.;; hostile 10 o small tradesmen, caused us 10 go through difficulties and straits ”‘ ‘1' . " l‘ by
o - and to venture s}l in the ship with you. It g U e I t
Thus s victories, while they ey had been good in you to have advertised us of with the towns
nated the majoc against the king's it and 1 believe you would hsve had fewer y
forces, did = discontent under your command to control.” GEORGE WOODCOCK. il La L ire i lamixio Stlone. 1 Misessiis.
;-:: :"l' s whtn M"‘:‘” a b'":l‘]’ Rainborough wes even more o the point, (To be concluded) ster vigour and fighting s it
kept under arms, without psy which had been
overdue for months. e e e e o et et e e e - —
3 v
) § ing. chiefly in P o s ” . 3 " :
' in creating, chiefly in France, a new movemeni which, under The interest of each one is 10 secure employment, and as a

The following is the first part of an artiele which the
Ttalian A hist, Malatesta, ibuted to Freedom
in November 1907,

the name of “Revolutionary Syndicalism,” seeks to organise the
workers; independently of all bourgeois and political influence,
1o win their emancipation by the direct action of the wage-slaves
against the masters,

That is & great step in advance;
its reach and imagine, as some com
shall realise Anarchism, as a matter
gressive development of Syndicalism.

Every institution has a tendency to extend its functions, to
perpetudte jtself, and to become an end in itself. It is pot
surprising, then, if those who have initiated the movement, snd
take the most prominent part therein, fall into the habit of
regarding Syndicalism as the equivalent of Anarchism, or at
Jeast as the supreme means, that in itself replaces all other
means, for its realisation. But that makes it the more necessary
10 avoid the danger and to define well our ppsition.

Syndicalism, in spite of all the declarations of its most
ardent %, contains in i nature of its .

Labour mavements in the past. In effect, being a movement
which to defend the present interegts of the workers, it
must rily adapt ftself 1o existing conditions, and take
into comideration interests which come to the fore in society as
it exists to-day.
Now, in 80 far as the interests of a section of the workers
coincide with the interest of the whole class, Syndicalism is in
itéelf a good school of solidarity; in so far as the interests of the
workeérs of one country are the same as those of the workers in
countries, Syndicalism is a good means of furthering
1 BethoRa i
moment are i

H

Its analysis of the part Anurchists can

play in the Labour movement is still valuable to-day, when

rhers are seriousl: d with the future of the Trade

Unions ns means of working class action, Indeed, Malatesta's

views have been all too sadly confirmed by the history of the
Berd M. . %

position to be taken in relation to the
y

UL We must pot exsggerate
m o do, That we
<, by the pro-

one of the greatest importance
d of varied experiences,

5

% dictl

not in the

jcalism ‘is in itsclf 2 good preparation for the

Revolution. But unfortunately this is not always so.
Harmony

of interests, solidarity amongst all men, is the
ideal to which we aspire, is the aim for which we struggle; but
that is'not the actual condition, no more between men of the
‘class than between those of different classes. The rule
ism and the interd: d of i
struggle of each against all and of all

can be no other condition in 4 -?dcty

consequence one finds himself in antagonistie—i.c

mpelition
ants from
other countries =
place against v s in the same trade; it is the interest of
cach one 1o il dear and buy cheap, and consequently as &
producer he finds himself in conflict with all consumers, snd
sgsin as consumer finds himself in conflict with all producers.

_ Union, agreement, the solidarity suruggle against the ex-
ploiters ~these things can only obtain to-day in = far as the
workers, animated by the conception of a superior ideal, Jearn to
sacrifice exclusive and personal interests to the common interest
of all, the interests of the moment 1o the interests of the future;
and this ideal of a society of solidarity, of justice, of brothet-
hood, can only be realised by the destructions done in defiance
of al! legality, of existing institutions, ,

1 To offer 1o the workers this ideal; 10 put the Broader
interests of the future before those narrower and immediate; to
h 10 condi work.

will accomplish the Revolution—these are the object
Anarchists should strive for both in and out of the U'::Eo\m." -

Trade Unionism cannot do this, or can do but little of it; it
has to reckon with present imterests, and these interests are not
always, alas! those of the Revolution. Tt gust not too far
exceed legal bounds, and it must st given moments treat with
the masters and the authorities. It must concern itself with
the interests of sections of the workers rather than the interests
of the public, the interests of the Uniony-rather than the
interests of the mass of workers and the unemployed. 1If it
does not do this, it has no specific reason for existence; it would
then only include the Anarchists, or st most the Socialists, and
habituate to the struggle the masses that lag behind.

Besides, since the Unions must remain 1 those
desire 10 win from the masters better by e oo
ever their ma bemﬂuztwﬂwpﬂi_ﬂdoad’m.

not frighten awsy those
them, and next because, in pmporﬁmy -:hq mmum mx.‘m i Mm
with ideas who have initiated the movement remain buried
a majority that is only occupied with the petty interests of

gy

on poly of
internationally for the profit of indiv-
4 rule, more bands than work

.

: are, as : %o

; sk IE b rihe 2 Bl a certain a 1o assure, in accord

4 y SIS Vs with rather than against privileged situsti
: ,Gpmdlmm For The Individual themselves, and so create of entrance for new
Tt is impossible to isolate oneself, whether as an individual, TS, or the admissi pprentices in the factori
FHs the condia one depend a y*10 amass large funds that sfierwards they ate afraid
of the whole of of compromising; to seck the vour of public powers; 1 be
state of peace, absorbed, above all, in co-operation mutual schemes,

even 10 attack, or 10 become at conservative &

yofagv'mpa.nd:ag!_u it is scted on by the Anarchistic
Amrc!lim'lthepume From Syndicalism
ulmﬂ&:ﬂsmw
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v, \ ave to continue
m::ﬁ;a‘:-u k:e‘;ihnx‘hgr‘lon produce wealth that
‘will primarily ir late oppressors in para-
sirical idleness? If the workers are the sole
means whereby wealth is created, then all wealth
should be retained by the workers, Under
pationalisation, the big coal combines are to
get Government bonds, which the Government,
using all the means at its disposal, will ensure
are honoured by keeping the miners and the
rest of the workers hard at their (o‘il.- What,
on the other hand, will the miners receive by way
of bencﬁ(s?' Nothing but the time-hon

carrot on the end of an ever-

hasten to cap their promises !‘uh the proyiso
dedoniy g Ty

tha it all dep n incr P

When we recall that the largest contribufory
factor in the decline of coal production is the
shortage of miners and the inability of the
industry to offset the yearly deficiency in num-
hers of workers by attracting sufficient new-
comers to make up the loss resulting from deaths,

i illness and reti we are un-

op, that this Board will be made up solely of
technicans, coal experts arfd specialists and will
be to deal with the whole of the
industry. A tribonal will also be brought into
Eeing 1o decide upon “fair compensation for the
coiliery owners”.

it ing to note the admissis b'ythc

able to perceive how new promises are to work
the oracle in this respect. A large percentage
of the existing miners are in fact so dissatisfied
with the present day conditions that, it is: offi-
cially admitted, if the Essential Works Order
were lifted they would immediately seek other
employment. It therefore sécms most 1m-
probable that non-miners will find these same
conditions any i tob ing miners.

Labour spokesmen that the scheme for

people selling literature outside
and to draw attention to the

tif

ree g
this case. We
ent f

thi:

The mecting was addressed by

concerned in the attacks on civil libertics at
Hyde Park, and the audience was large and

betic.  An @ ing feature of the
¢ number of police

n’u:etin‘ was the

tiveal BEail tha bryunetinsiwho! Hevsibeea:

attack on freedom a

is
for laughter. The House

officers present, of whom two
topk down all the speeches in their book

By the time this note ;hw&nn in print it
will be two and a half months since Caltabiano
was Brst arrested on the charges which led

ital.

to his incarceration in Friern

‘whi
they yere out of po
Demand  Caltabiano!
and the public exposurc of those who w

ible for the i against freed
in his i !

far no efforts have been made by the auth

THE SUPREME SACRIFICE
Dublin Corporation on Monday decided by 2
majoricy to offer the freedom of the city to
Mr. George Bernard Shaw. The motion was
proposed by the veteran Labour leader Mr. Jim
Larkiz, sen., who stated that in 1939, when Eire
vas beser’by war dangers, Mr. Shaw proved
his petriotism by being one of the first to go
1o the Eire High Commissioner’s office in Lon-
don and register as an Irish dtizen.
Manchester Guardian, 6/2/46.

nthusiasm for
naliem is le 1 strange
T On Monday our Rome Correspondent
seporied that Be had recently contributed two

Through the

Press

AERIAL CLASS WARFARE

Union-chartered airplancs are patrolling steel
plants in some parts of the United States as the
steel strike enters its third day without apparent
prospect of settlement, -

One small airplane radioed, *“No sight of
enemy,” as it cruised over the strike-bound Beth-
ieh steel plant in Pennsylvania. 7
he patrolling airplanes were put in the air
by union leaders in an effort to learn the identity
of other aircraft reported to be dropping supplies
in the steel plants

One company spokesman admitted that airs
Pl s were bringing in emergency personal s
pl includ food, for the maintenance cre
% Evening Standard, 23/1/46.

economy

SAVING CAMPAIGN

rowing to the

Ososiion 38 s
sres— ci ) in the Army estimat

1 M. Andre Philip, France's
‘ L8] J 1 { the Cr ral Stafl und
L&) 1 4 or-General

The United States Embassy in Paris has given
a plain hint to the Premier, M. Gouin, that a
loan to France is highly improbable and that,
in any case, Congress would hardly agree to
financial assistance if the Government proceeds
with its large-scale nationalisation programme.
Reynolds News, 10/2/46.
According to the Atlanti¢ Charter countries
are, of course, enfitled to choose their own
régimes.

BOOKS BY THE™ARD
London’s antiquarian booksellers, famous all
over the world for their rare editions and their
priceless illuminated marnfuscripts, are selling
them under the counter and behind locked doors.
Tt is a measure self-imposed by the booksellers
inst black market operators

. Harris, in ,whos¢ shop in
High Street you can pay as much

Marylebone
£4,000 for a book, ‘yesterday took me to hi

office on the first floor, shut the door and in
dignantly told me the whole story

The other a4 well known
horrifi

BUREAUCRATS' PARADISE

INDO-CHINESE GRIEYANCES

Here in brief are the main complaints of the
Annamese, who constitute about three-fourths
the population of Indo-China. Voting is restric-
ted to French citizens, so a mere fraction of the
people can take part in political affairs. Almost
half of the entire budget goes to administrative
expenses. Education of natives has been held
back by the French practice of assigning places
in the lycées to so many French students that
Indo-Chinese are left & comparatively small
number of educational opportunities.  An econo-
mic stepup prevails that necessitates ever-increas-
ing cxports of produce in order to meet the
budget, largely because profits on these exports
£o, not to the people, but to French investors.

There have been a series of questionable loan
practices, among them the scheme concocted in
1922 by which natives were induced to invest
meagre savings in government bonds, in a gamble
they might win prizes put up on a lottery

but which never more than two percent of
investors might win. But more than griev=
ances are behind the current agitation; there is
a hope that if the struggle for freedom is kept
alive, at least marked gains may be expected
from the new French Government, with its
general pro-labour and leftist complexion,

The New Leader, U.S.A,, 1271746,

POST-REYOLUTION
MAJORITY

pow 193,000,000, of
n since the Revolu-
tatistic [his in
1 ALONOMOUY
Lithuania, Karelo

ral persons close to the present Labour Goy
ment, left London for Poland. Dispatches from
Poznan soon brought the news that the Soviet
commander of the airficld in Poznan arrested
the prominent British guests and released them
only after the British Government and the
&n}::}x Embassy in Warsaw intervened in their

Although the delegation covered a large part
of Poland and although it has returned to Britain
some time ago, it has not published a word by
way of report on what it saw' in Poland. In
British parliamentary circles this mysterjous
silence of the delegation led to a great deal of
speculation, so much, that one of the Scottish
dailies, The Bulletin, asked a member of the
delegation, Robert Taylor, for his impressions of
Poland and for an cxplanation of the strange
secrecy with regard to them, :

Before his trip to Poland, Taylor had urged
the Poles in England to go home as quickly as
possible, Now, after his return from that
country, he is of another opinion and states
that after his visit to Poland he has “‘acquired
much deeper sympathy and understanding from
the viewpoint of those who at present deem it
their duty to remain in exile.”

There are many things, he said, which he
would like to say publicly in the hope that
conditions in Polind might undergo a change,
but at the present moment he is not empowered
to do so,

The members of the delegation, he declared,
were so disturbed by certain things which they
witnessed_ in Poland that before the publication
of their official report, they considered it adyis-
able to confer with the Minister of Foreign
Affiairs.  Mr. Bevin suggested that they defer
the publication of their report and the delegas
tion complied with this advice.

The New Leader, US.A, 1271746

CARELESS TALK
“The Germans look as well fed or perhaps
hetter fed than the British,” said Mrs. Roosevelt
when she arrived in Frankfort from London to-
1 The children especially appeared to be
sier in Germany, she said
fanche

Manchester € i, 14/2/46,
Mrs. Roosevelt made this statement, accord-

ing 1o another newspaper, two hours after
h landed in Germany. Statistics re-
g mortality both amongst adults and
hildren tell another story,

wving




A New Police Story.

Thc‘ Mnxlu:l -ud}fr&l:n luveh !oundtnmnew
way of persuading al 1o put them-
ulzu into the eird Indg&?p As pl‘;l of the

no position to defend
t ::x u;&tl prbo?m
w0 anything against
have not already provoked them
patience, and would also ask how many

have been beaten up by prison officers

when they were in no position 1o defend them-
selves, and whether the officers in question were
ore seeret prison courts? whole pri-

son system stinks, and such an Institution .4y
the secret trial of prisoners s only worse \h;’n

because it ilustrates more ¢l

£

the rest, early
how far 8 man 18 removed even from ordinary

conceptions of justice and fair play
once he has passed inside. ‘The only solution,
as we have repeated again and again, is to
ubolish and destroy the prisons,

All From The Tanners
Of The Poor!

In our last lssue we drew attention to the
recent profits which had been made by the
Woolworth combine, A few days ago it was
revealed what the individual beneficlaries of

for the next
July, the 5,000 electors ure to have their
thumb prints taken to prevent them from votin
twice, This is indeed a likely story! It w
be interesting to see what happens to these
thumb prints—whether they are ﬁpx after the
clections and whether they will be st the dis-
posal of the police. * So far, we in England have
avoided this lndignhlv., but, as way ted out
in the review last issue, the F.B.I, have
100,000,000 finger prints in their files, 5o there
is no reason to suppose that the day will not
come Inspector Whitehead and his friends
will be going from door to door with the finger-
print pads.

ression, ma
sin

re| et signa

ppprl g of lbeyll{xb}cu ples gf

 Meanwhile, let : n 3

bL:i :rmha ted, wnd h%
ing perpetrated, wnd that a

men and women have been murde ¥
of the Imperiul poﬂml\ good

Il the
Tnnwml( expected from a Labour triumph i
England!' PR AV s

ing for
ne things wl the Indian people had

LABOUR LAW AND ORDER

Continued from page |

Ernest Bevin stated in the debate last week
that he was “us big a constitutionalist us any
member on the other side (Tory) and I am fight-
ing 1o remove the stigms that the Tory Party in
1927 put vpon me."

I'he stigma to which Bevin refers is that he
supported a criminal General Strike in 1926,
und that he Is really no criminal, any more than
J. H. Thomas was o criminal at that time. But
Bevin did not hesitate In January, 1927, 1w
brand the strikers as criminals, At the T.U.C,
special conference he said

“You have to remember that the whole ap-
proach (o the national strike is one of {llegal-
ity

Bevin was then marching In step with the body
of J. H. Thomas as be now wnIL with Jimmy's
soul,

In the middle of the strike Thomas, then
Ceneral Secretary of the NUR,, sald:

“Te wus no use quibbling, jt was no use
pretending that an Mlegal act had not been
done” (Weymouth, July, 1926)

This attempt 16 place the T .U. leaders in the
elear both with the law and with the workers
whom they betrayed shows the leadership was
badly frightened that the lssue would become
constitutional

“Under the circumstances prevailing during
the Genorsl Strike, there was no half-way
house between the ballot box and the machine

gun” (C. T, Cramp, NUR., 18/8/1926)

e workers' leaders sold ot to Maldwin and
Churchill (spokesmen for the City) at the ex
pense of the strikers, and we may now assume
that Nevin snd Co. have put themselves right
in the ey of the Tory Party and have cleared
1) Bar.” If, in the process, they
\ ! the miners and rallwaymen s criminals
then it ohly cor wnt with their whole black

! 1" 1]

o et

o o N

Philip Sansom, who was sent to prison in
Jaonuary as the vietim of a eat-and-mouse
whurge for failure to attend o medical examinas
tion, was released from Wormwood Sorubs
Prison under a special order from the Home
11th February.
appears to be due entirely to
the Freedom Defenve Com-
o gave the ense wide publicity nnd
exposed offectively the complote injustios of
the prosceution. We regard it oy a great
moral telumph thet the Government should
thus have been foroed to recognise the ine

dvisnbility of its per i d should have
found it neeessary to withdraw on such a
elenr onse of politieal diserimination,

But, although Philip Sensom has beon re-
leased, there nre others of our comrades in
the working elass movement who still yemain
imprisoned s vietims of the vicious diserimis
nation of the ruling elass,

JOHN OLDAY

One of these is John Olday, who, having
been  removed from  Stakehill, is now in
Sowerby  Bridge  military  detention  eamp
undergoing the remainder of u two years' sen-
tenee for desertion, which ho recelved last

year,  John Olday, whose story we have told
in previous issues of Freedom and War Com.
mentary, has been n militant warker in the
anarchist movement sinee the days of the

woarkers' risings in Hamburg after the 1914.18

war.  While many of the people who dircoted
the neoond World War were still flirting with
Hitler, John Olday was already a confirmed
anti-Nuzi, and durdng the early yeurs of the
Nuazi regime he oarried on extensive pnder
ground work ageiost the oppressors, I this
Was known to the suthoritics and particularly
to the Special Brangh of Seotlund Yard, but
onee he showed his recognition that the British
ruling were w8 much the enemics of the
» the Naxls, they ohose to apply their
utmost persecution wgainst him.  On u oharge
of being in possession of 0 wrong identity enrd
s offence wsually given n month's imprison-
ment=—John Olday was sent to Brixton for o
yenr,  When his sentence there wuas' come
pleted, ho was pleked up by military esoort
und taken to a military prison compound at
Prostatyn in North Wales, where ho und the
other prisoners awaiting court martinl wore
treated with the utmost indignity,  Eventually
ho was sentenced to tywo years detention, The
first part of this he served in the notorious
onmp of Stakehill  Throughout his long ims

easea
prisonment, John Oldux has pi
spirit of confidence in t ‘
and has inspired all those who have ol

contact with him with a fresh senso of the

need for strugle ugainst injustice,

ALBERT MELTZER
Another of our comrades who Iy a vietim

of ruling olass diserimination is Albert Meltser, |
also qnder‘olnl  aentence of detention on u |

I charge of Albert Molt
ser ix another militant who has been in the
nnarchist movement for the last ten years, and
who has shown s great aetivity in working
for the working elass oause against the impers
h“lln deceptions of Tory and Labour politi-
clany,

We have obtained the rolease of Philip
Sansom, but' our work will be incomplete
while these other good and steadfnst comrades
still remain behind peison bars ay vietims of
the hatred which all governments show tos
wards  those who rebel against inli

oxperionce of such

bean that they always tend to do em-

ployers want, and that, by Mu':‘ them in direct

contact with the owners, they hasten the cor

tion of a wider section of trade unionists. T

workers have no interests in common with their
R

oppression and injusti We o Wl their

immediate release, and ask our readers to use
every menns at their disposal to being their
waves to the attention of others and to obtain
rapid freedom for these und all the other
vietims of imperialist diserimination.

“I think that the restraint and brake s to
be found within the T.U, movement and its
own sense of the responsibility which devolves
upon it . . . in other words, the unions are
being entrusted by Parliament and the com-
munity with very great power."”

It Is fairly obvious that the responsibility to
which Sir Walter Citrine refers L the saving
and protection of u state capitalise soclety, The
TU.C. Is on the side of the governors, Law and
Order and the State and Constitution.

For the purpose of disciplining the workers,
Bevin sees a subtle difference between the state
and the community, for he said (12/2/46)

It there Is o strike against the State i Is
obviously llegal.”  (Hansard

From Bevin's viewpoint the community at large

Is only u part of the State when they are con

seripted or taxed, but stateless when opposing

the Labour government I'he Minister of

Labour (Isascs), not to be left out of the bid

for total power, speaking in the debate revesl
That the government do not belleve In

rik W ree the g

strike, the Government would undoubtedly
take disciplinary nction by exercising their
right, as an eomployer, of instant dismissal
without hope of reinstatement.”  (Hansard),
In the coming sruggle the real battle will not
be fought out at Westminster or in the Law
Cowrly,  ‘Ihe o g¢ or non-existence of u
Trades Dispute Act will have no significance
whatsoever, The workers con, and almost cers
tainly will, by direct yetion and o genernl social
strike, smash the Bretificial bureaucratic power
of politiclans and lawyers. It Iy not in legisla
tive bodies that the point of struggle lies, but in
the workers themuelves; social o econamic
rights do not originate in Westminster or Trans
port House but are lngrown in the people
Workers cannot delegate the skill of their

brainy and hands of the value of thelr labour o
artificial leaders. It ds ax much a part of them
us they themselves are a part of life itself

PRESTON CLEMENTS
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The latest move in the farm wages deadlock |
that the Minister of Agriculture is putting MPJ
tentative proporals of a graded u::mo of \uxl
for various types of agricultural workers. The ohe
virtue of farming in the past has been that the

have been very little divided axtrome
in wages lovels, and this has
in solidarity at present which is making
any such proposals, They point out rightly

all farm jobs are equally important in the
reduction of food, and that thers Id therefore
o no discrimination between them, If other

workers were to maintain thiv ettitude of alr

the impossibility of asieming the importance
various jobs, and were to go forward united against
the poliey of paying rates, the working class meve-
ment would ained In effectiveness. Different
lovels of wa Jo more to weaken the workers'
caute by divion than any direct attack by the
owning classes could achiave, -

FREEDOM DEFENCE COMMITTEE, Cok
loction of signatures for Amnosty Demand
ends on 28th February, Outstanding shaets
should then be sent to:

17 St. Goorge's Street, London, W.I,
Freedom Defence Committee,

FORTNIGHTLY 24,
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Formerlyt WAR COMMENTARY,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES ¢

| 6 Months, 3/- (U.S.A, 60c) post free
| 12 Months, 6/, (US.A. $1) post free
heaues, PO wnd Monsy

Froadom Prove and sessssd
a/e Payes and address them e |
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