Sueeoom

Vor XL.—No. 435.

JUNE-JULY, 1926. MoxtrLY : Two PENOE.
1 NOTES and all the armed forces at their command, and will use them ruth-
v lessly if necessary. The strength of their position, however, lies not

Money-Bags versus Stomachs.

The testing time for the miners has come with the passing of
the Bill permitting the eight-hour day in the mines. The owners
are posting the new terms for the longer day, and as in many cases
Wases,wxll be little less—at present-—than under the seven-hour
| ﬁopi’ng ﬁha.t many of the miners will be induced to

ander any cxrcumsmnces, but the stend) pressure of hungel is
“bound to tell in time, and no one would be surprised or could blame
them 1f thqy gave wny The General Council of the Trades Umon

reduce the workers' standards of life,”
to concentrate upon resistance to the
This seems an eleventh-hour repentance
he General Council, for we know now that almost from the
some of its most pi'omment members tried hmd to g,et thc

. f

a8 'sbatva.t,iqn\ rather than
se of Germany and Austria. In
the Federation of British

ers mto, submlssxon,, no

o and mdepenﬂence
“none: Moscow decides everything. We hear them complaining that

80 much in these forces as in the halo of sanctity which they have
cast over the institution of private property in land. If, therefore,
we can break down the feeling of reverence for all the old Acts of
Parliament and the musty parchments which constitute their title-
deeds to the land of this country, the landlords will find their rifles
useless. It is our task to-day to show the workers that monopoly of
the land is the basic cause of their slavery, and that when they
serateh one of the nice superior folk who condescend to rule them
they will find find a plain, vulgar robber. Once this idea gets into
the heads of the masses the temple of power and privilege will
collapse like a house of cards.

The Communist ‘‘Revelations.”

There is nothing new in the Blue Book containing a selection of
the Communist documents which were seized by the police during
their raid on the party's headquarters last year. We all knew that
the Communist Party of Great Britain was subsidised by Moscow,
which was evidently suffering under the delusion. that the party had
great influence in this country and would soon bring about a revolu-
tion, a delusion shared by many of its youthful and vociferous
members. We also knew that the party was under the control of
Moscow, but we thought they had some shreds left of self-respect

But in this correspondence we find they have

the money received had not reached the amount promised, and that
they cannot deliver the revolution unless they get a few more roubles
a week. We see Moscow sending them detailed instructions as to
their programme at the General Election of 1924, including slogans,
and advising the running of a candidate named Roy, who is probably
unknown to anyone in England outside the ranks of the Communist
Party. Some of these instructions are so elementary that one can
only conclude that Moscow has a very poor opinion of the political
intelligence of the party. Mr. Saklatvala in a letter dated October,
1995, proposes certain political tactics to his fellow-members, and

says, “ We must appeal to the C.C. at Moscow to let us work tempo-
_rarily along the lines I am suggesting.”
- This party, which according to one letter has a “ historic mission,”
“is here seen tied in leading strings to a small group of self-elected
. officials in Moscow, and cannot move hand or foot without their

How childish it all seems.

nsent. Their tactics, their officials, and their wages are decided
n Moscow—even the names of their papers are decided there.
‘Why, instead of making the hated bourgeoisie tremble in their shoes
hese documents will only make them smile. We can never ima.gine
his party as the “ Dictators of the Proletariat” in England. Itisa
great disappointment, as we always hoped to find among them a few
ood revolutionists with ideas of their own.

yd George’s Hypocrisy.

Speaking at the Welsh Baptist Chapel in Eastcastle Street, W.,
ne 27, Lloyd George said the doctrines of equality, the right of
idual, and bhe brotherhood of man were preached by Christ

eds of thousa.nds and millions were just as much property
5 and these dootnnes were ‘like seeds dropped in the

fortre of tyranny sta.n&s as strong to-day as ever, and the
: t as much property as cattle.” We need go back only
loyd GeOrgeas Prime Minister sending millions

ughter, and in the Treaty of Versailles the peoples
egarde& by him as ‘“just as much property as
a.nda of the statesmen. The man's hypwnsy
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The Lifting of the Veil

Whatever else you may think of the General Strike,

vou must
admit that it has forced the Labour problem to the front and precipi-
tated a discussion that will become more searching and uncompro-
mising as time goes on. At last some portion of the veil, if only

a small one, has been drawn aside, and the nation, eternally
humbugged by fine words, has started in to face its facts. There
is now such a clear-cut division in politics as has not been known
within living memory; and naturally, for on either side of the abyss
that separates the Have-Nots from the Haves the forces are
marshalling for a fierce struggle. Read the papers! The word
« Revolution " is on everybody's lips.

Take the happenings of a single day—Saturday, June 19. Five
leading politicians made profoundly suggestive speeches. Mr. Walter
Runciman, addressing Liberals at Peterborough, warned them that
“pational interests are now in jeopardy,” and that Mr. Lloyd
George is not a “safe” man. Lord Cecil, speaking at a Conservative

~ demonstration in the Clitheroe Division, urged the Liberals to make
‘up their minds whether they stand ‘‘for the party of unity and
 safety, or the party of revolution and division "—represented, as he
d, by the Labour Party! Lord Birkenhead, at Luton, declared
tly that the moneys sent from Russia were for the purpose of
enting revolution in this country '; and, speaking as a Cabinet
r, he added that the Government would have to consider the

g of relations unless there were *“signs of a change, of which
apparent.” At the Alexandra Palace Mr. Winston
athematised the Russian Government with extraordinary
; declared that it singled out this country for attack
regarded us as the main obstacle to its ‘“ plan of world
~And at the Kingsway Hall, London, the Prime Minister
’ i ws and loving sentiments, in which he
0 other country is freedom treasured and

is country,” and that ‘“in the attainment of
yorld that has anything which in

tion for the way in which Mr. Baldwin had
th olutionary attempts of the Socialist

istinguished stateman, this
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ow, for example;:that ‘almost one-
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the humbug with which our rulers habitually delude us, and

That 18 not

sections

s large put on their thinking-caps.

every . but it takes us on the road to everything. It means
that just as soon as we begin to see we ghall step out of the prison
in which aristocracy and plutocracy--twin vultures out of the same
egg—still hold us fast, and into that individual freedom which
Mr, Baldwin worships with his tongue while we have enshrined it
in our heart of hearts. Stirving times are coming, and none knows
it better than those who have now the upper hand. They mean to
keep it. We mean to throw it off. And that is all there is
about it.

For this reason * Revolution is now on everybody's tongue,

and it would seem to be only ordinary prudence for all friends of
Freedom to get together, regardless of their labels. All they have to
do is to talk, intelligently, frankly, and to the point. That is clearly
necessary, and it will be found sufficiently dangerous to satisfy the
most heroic. SENEX.

LOVE LETTERS ON ANARCHISM.

These * Love Letters " * are of an unusual character, for they
are mainly devoted to the discussion of social questions, especially
the sex question. Now we will admit that Mr. Hope is very far
from being an orthodox Socialist, but we deny his right to call him-
gelf an Anarchist. He is really a Guild Socialist, and thinks the
State must exist to harmonise the conflicting interests of producers
and consumers. On sex matters he speaks very frankly and sanely,
and says that  the first practical step towards sexual sanity is not
so much sexual reform as social reform.” He will shock many of
his readers by suggesting the possibility of group marriages, * for
life in such a group must of necessity be infinitely more rich and
varied than the solitary life of ordinary wedlock.” For the present
he advocates marriage contracts regulated and enforced by special
laws, although on another page he admits that ““a married couple
who are happily mated would no more dream of separating than
‘they would of murdering oneé another, and if all the marriage laws
in existence were abolished they would still remain a model of matri-
monial felicity.” Then why does he think marriage contracts are
necessary ? Becanse he is afraid that too much freedom to the indi-
vidual would *endanger the freédom of either the State or other
individuals.” The State: seems’tohim to be a lbeneficent’ institution
concerned only with the welfare of the people, whereas it has always
been concerned only with safeguarding the interests of a privileged
class. Marriage laws are based on property, not on morality.

We wish Mr. Hope had studied Anarchism before he undertook
to explain it in his love letters. He says: ‘“Anarchism .. ... is the
philosophy of perfection. It bids men and women be perfect. . . . .
When that perfection is achieved . . . . then, and not till then, will
the necessity for external law disappear.” Anarchism does not bid
men and women to be perfect if they would be rid of the external
law. It says exactly the opposite. It says, if men and women are
to reach the highest possible form of human development, they must
have freedom to experiment in every way possible, and not be tied
down to outworn conventions. To paraphrase Proudhon, ‘ Liberty

~ is the mother, not the daughter, of perfection.”

. Anarchists see nothing sacred in the origin of “ external law "
or of the State. Laws were not put on the Statute Book to protect
s from robbers but to protect the big robbers. Nor were laws to
eguard morality. The Government which prosecutes prostitutes
d brothel-keepers provides brothels and prostitutes for the use of
ers in India. It prosecutes bookmakers for street betting,
des special facilities for betting telegrams. The State hangs
committing murder, and trains men to commit murder.

awyers make our laws, and these people are notori-
st unprincipled and unscrupulous of mankind. How,
ope expect us to reach perfection when we have to

State and such laws? Most of our so-called
seial conditions, which are perpetuated
ust sweep away these conditions before we
{ for which Anarchists are working,

f an

Anarchist.”
1andos St
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LETTERS FROM RUSSIAN PRISONS. SACCO AND VANZETTL

1f you do not want to be convinced that there is political perse The last legal move has failed in the long-drawn-out stri le to
ontion in Russia, do not read this book, for we are certain that ro  save these two vietims of one of the vilest of police conspiracies, tho
unbiassed person could read it and be unconvinced. The malice and  Massachusetts Supreme Court having turned down the appeal for a
the vindictiveness of the persecutions are clearly established by these new trial, in spite of the overwhelming evidence of the hollowness of

letters, the genuineness of which is vouched for by those who know the case for the prosecution. However, there is still a faint hope of
the writers. Hverything we have priuted in Fruspos is proved up  rescuing them from the electric chair, A man named Madeiros, now
to the hilt. Before publication these letters were submitted to many awaiting the death sentence for the killing of a bank cashier at
well-known European and American authors, ineluding Arnold Wrentham, has confessed that he and some other men committed
Bennett, H. N. Brailsford, Georg Brandes, Gerhardt Hauptmann, the murder at South Braintree in 1920 for which Sacco and Vanzetti
Bertrand Russell, H. G. Wells, and others; and their comments were convicted. If these two comrades arve executed it will be
kﬁcﬁﬁlegmtimpmssion the documents made on them. We print because they were active in the workers' movement, the charge of
M Russell’s letter, as it to a great extent reflects our own murder being merely an excuse. The conviction was obtained by
views on the matter :— means of wholesale perjury, which is only too common & feature in
~ «T sincerely hope that the publication of the following docu- the United States when known rebels ave on trial. The l‘t)lmlsa of
ments will contribute towards the promotion of friendly relations these men would be a condemnation of the police authorities who
¥ the Soviet Government and the Governments of Western faked the evidence; consequently they will stick at nothing to send
Misled by Western Socialists, the statesmen of Great them to the executioner. : e

nce and America regard the present holders of power Enor.mous protest meetings have been held in the big cities, and
\ WM therefore dangerous. 1f they will read the American Federation of Labour has called the trial “a ghastly

become convineed of their error. The holders miscarriage of justice.” There is hardly another country in the
, as elsewhere, are practical men, prepared to world where men could have been sentenced to death on such flimsy

idealists in order to retain their power. There evidence, and the frequency of such cases is a striking commentary
vhy Western imperialists should quarrel with ©0 the value of the democratic institutions Americans boast about.
o Northeast, or why Western friends of
¢ thom until there is a radical change in
iti @) THE AVENGER.
B ¢ Bertranp Russpnn.” | e
s he iﬁﬁ grea&ly shocked to discover that The Jews of the Ukraine, who suffered many pogroms at the
n Russia are about the same as the hands of the White Russians during the civil war, bave been avenged.
s in tl e of Californin, of which I Petlura, one of the most notorious of these Jew-baiters, was shot
s contradict him. But dead in a Paris café on May 25, The man who killed him, Sholem
‘to condemn his Socialist Sehwartzbard, was the last man one would have expected to commit
hose who in many instances such o deed. In a letter we have received from Emma Goldman
ussia. Some ti and Alexander Berkman they say that he is oue of the most lovable
. of characters, of a cheerful disposition, devoted and generous to the
last degree. For some years he lived in London, but went to Russia
) e during the Revolution, later on returning to Paris, where his little
Eﬁ’b shed this watchmaker's shop was a gathering-place for refugees from many
nto silence. countries, including Russia. Though Schwartzbard was never very
wide Wwell off, no needy comrade ever left his house without a meal and &
ase more cheerful heart. But the sufferings of the many thousands of
the men, women, and children of his race must have burnt into his
brain, and when the opportunity came to avenge them, his hatred of
their torturers burst into a fierce flame, and he struck hard and
with unerring aim.
~ Now he is in prison, awaiting trial. His comrades and friends
. ave sparing no effort to provide him with the best legal advocate to
~ defend him, and when the trial takes place the pogromist Petlura
orturers will be the accused and not the man who
soners’ dock. Similar trials in France in recent
ed into political demonstrations and the guilty
there is a possibility that when the jury hear
he pogroms Sholem Schwartzbard may also be

'MEN AT PLAY.

lie so near the mill
ost every day
children can look out
Yabplay.
SaraH N. CLEGHORN.
rtraits and Protests.”)
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Labour’'s Next Step.

e Undoubtedly the masses sympathised with the General Strike,
- and they are showing by generous financial support their admiration

_of the tenacity with which the miners are continuing the fight.
: seem to point to a decision which, although it has

time coming, is of the first importance, for it means
this country there will be an increasing insistence that
hall be so changed as that Labour will be at all times able
i . As to the measures to be adopted for
practice that ideal, the masses evidently regarded the
as & quick way of getting what they wanted, and

e fact that lawyers might declare the method

iling class denounce it as treason. In a
‘the General Strike crystallised into a
rinate the future what had been previously

should or should not be
result, I should say
nothing but disgust
) ng the aristo

not for nothing that we
& fight, but they are sick to
ientarians, which never

thoss now publi hed daily by papers ol y P !
Id ha ecomed absurd Observe, however, that a4 et the
! lopment has been merely mental It has not as yet translated
tself into action, but that translation is bound to come.
A\ long step has been taken, and taken doubtless in the only
||!~.1}.,’- wiw ; for il the settlement of these vital bread-and-butter
questions is to be left to the politicians and that detestably conceited

element which fancies it has a mission to regulate the lives of others,
they will drag on from generation to generation, and the present
deplorable economic condition of the masses will remain unchanged.
That is preciscly what has been happening throughout the lifetime
of the oldest among us. There has been incessant agitation, usually
conducted at great self-sacrifice and personal loss; there has been
never-ending makeshift legislation ; as the result there has been a
great mental unsettlement, which is invaluable, but the great bulk
of the people has had no material relief. I care nothing about the
increased wages in certain specially favoured trades, to which Labour
leaders naturally call attention, since it justifies their existence ; and
I care nothing because I notice that even these aristoerats of Labour
are still looked down on as an inferior class, are seldom secure of
their positions, and live for the most part on the ragged edge. What
I insist on is that when the condition of the masses is viewed as a
whole, it is probably more precarious and unsatisfactory than at any
time in British history. All this despite the fact that the produc-
tivity of labour has been increased in many instances a hundredfold,
and in some more than a thousandfold.

Now, therefore, we have to take another step, one that should
be much longer and is certain to prove more difficult. We have
reached the point at which it has become generally agreed that
Labour must have full assurance that it will at all times be able to
make a decent living, and now we have to establish the firm convic-
tion that Labour alone shall be able to get any living at all.  Until
we take that further step the previons one amounts to nothing. Tt
cannot. It is simply unthinkable that Labour will ever be secure,
will ever be justly remunerated, will ever be able to take out of the
general pool of wealth what it has contributed, so long as thousands
of idle parasites are allowed to dip their buckets into that pool. Tt
is impossible, for example, for the miner to reap the full reward of
his toil while every lump of coal has to pay tribute to royalty owners,
way-leave owners, right-of-way owners, and the whole army of land
monopolists who tax it from the moment when the miner's pick digs
it out of the seam to the hour when it is delivered to the final
purchaser and consumed in grate or furnace. And what is true of
the miner is true of every other worker, from the skilled mechanic
to the humblest roadmender. None escapes from the workings
of economic law, and what, as educators, we have now to do is
to explain to the masses the operations of that law and their
inevitability. :

 Fifty years ago this may well have seemed an almost hopeless

 task, because fifty years ago it was really believed that the landlord

t the land in cultivation, as indeed Tories still argue; that with-

the capitalist Labour would have to stand idle, as all the
class still argue; that without the existence of & ruling
sole industry is the issuing of orders, the entire frame-
ety would fall to pieces and we should revert to
These myths, of course, still linger, but they have been
, and their explosion has cleared the way for another

¢ final destruction of these myths that there will come
‘work and hottest fighting. The work will be
feeling is far easier than thinking; and the
privileged class understand quite
e of these myths their reign comes
nire that his villagers shall believe it
r duty in that station of life to which

" It is of the first importance to

uou



Here, as everywhere, the masses must get hack
their own country, for which, although it had been

few, they were compelled, twelve years age, to spil! :

the parasite and securing equal opportunity for every worker. That

faces us with a terrific struggle, but the more M’Y'*@M

into it the sooner it will be ended and victory won. o
W.C. 0.

GOVERNMENT BY SCIENTISTS.

The liberty of man consists solely in this: that he obeys
natural laws because he has himself recognized them as such,
and not because they have been externally imposed upon him by
any extrinsic will whatever, divine or human, collective or
individual. T

Suppose a learned academy, composed of the most illustrious
representatives of science; suppose this academy charged with
legislation for and the organization of society, and that, inspired
only by the purest love of truth, it frames none but laws in
absolute harmony with the latest discoveries of science. Well,
I maintain, for my part, that such legislation and such organi-
zation would be a monstrosity, and that for two reasons: first,
that human science is always and necessarily imperfect, and that,
comparing what it has discovered with what remains to be
discovered, we may say that it is still in its cradle. So that were
we to try to force the practical life of men, collective as well as
individual, into strict and exclusive conformity with the latest
data of science, we should condemn society as well as individuals
to suffer martyrdom on a bed of Procrustes, which would soon
end by dislocating and stifling them, life ever remaining an
infinitely greater thing than science.

The second reason is this: a society which should obey
legislation emanating from a scientific academy, not because it
understood itself the rational character of this legislation (in
which case the existence of the academy would become useless),
but because this legislation, emanating from the academy, was
imposed in the name of a science which it venerated without
comprehending—such a society would be a society, not of men,
but of brutes. It would be a second edition of those missions in
Paraguay which submitted so long to the government of the
Jesuits
f idiocy.

jut there i

It would nurvl:. and l'Il]tilej.' descend to the lowest stage

still a third reason which would render such

government iropossible—narmely that a scientific academy

ted with a sovereignty, so to speak, absolute, even if it were

ed of the most illustrious men, would infallibly and soon

own moral and intellectual o rruption Fven to-dav,
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few privilege lowed them uch the history of all

aaAern e The greatest clentific geniu from the moment

N acadernd ! n ofhc y licensed savant

He loses his spontaneity, h

between ourselves, when in the
and thou consumest the
autumn days; when thy window is
stoppest up the opening with an ol
when thy naked children go shiverin
seekest out thy old summer-jacket, and as
it something warm to cover them ; when ¢
wood in the grate and weeps, and the
tears come from the smoke or from other
not ashamed! The enemies with whom
than the enemies of the king, and thou yieldest
But when thou, before a rich man (I call him
pullest off thy hat as the world of criminals call him
hat, and sayest to him, “ Sir, I ask you for work
* 8ir, take away the work from such a one, and give it
not come into the holy book of mankind), then blush,
blush! Thou knowest not what thou art, and
man is ! 17
Who hath told thee, poor man, that he who hath little is poor,
and he who hath much is rich? Hell hath told thee that, and hell
is a lisr! Who is rich-~he who giveth or he who receiveth most?
He who giveth most is the rich! Let the rich man withdraw his
hand from the poor man, and the poor man, if he do not smite the
rich man in the face, and take from him AL that he hath given him,
will take only a bit of earth, which belongeth equally to all men,
and then he will be hungry no more. But let the poor man with-
hold his hand from the rich man, and the palaces of the rich will
fall to pieces, their soft garments become tattered, and themselves,
unused to labour, putrify alive. Poor man, thou givest most ; thou
art the rich! If the sun should abandon the earth only for one day
the world would look fliuhl!llll}'. The goods of the earth come from
the hands of the poor. Poor man, should thou withhold thy hand
vich but for one day only, the rich would look frightlully.
Poor man, he who taught thee to beseech the heartless rich 1o more
taught thee well. Take, poor man, the earth, and share it with
ian comes and asks thee for

from the

I
}

w Eece Homo," 1889).



ohtinihaNamd NowYatk,wﬁhiﬁw
degradation abates a little, but the upmmi
machine grows more remorseless with the years.” And ¢
mdnpomt.brwhudoaﬁproﬁtammxfheaaﬂuskw

never-ending round of maddeningly monotonous drudgery?
mdmeﬁmhitwbeawginthe'hngewhealtwgﬁﬂaa
Mr. Ford's preposterous fortune ; to stand hour after hour punching
theumehndofholexnthemorotherm&eﬁslfedtoymbytha
moving platforms that make it possible to turn out a motor every
few minutes? No slavery could be more galling; no degradation
of man to the level of the clod baser or more humiliating. No man
ought to stand it, and no man of virility of character and awakened Tarey K 5,
intelligence can stand it. It is small wonder that, although Ford REVOLUTIONARY (}OVER MENT. §y
notoriously pays high wages, his workers are always leaving. He EVOLUTION AND BEVOL
regards them as machinery that he has bought, and their every LA
movement i8 recorded” a5 one menatnres an ¢ : Phis is
the system, and only thus can it be workul
The Hammonds add, and the point is worth thinking over, that
ot fastoty system would never havé Been Roddiled Tibd Hot the ﬁ T
ground been well prepared by our active participation in the slave THE 00 CEN
‘trade. We organised that trade on a businesslike and profitable

TCHERKESOFY, ¢
basis, with the object of furnishing our already seattered possessions ﬁz‘é’ﬁ%@kﬂ%‘) R YOB%,NGM;? oEs
with a supply of cheap, mobile, and abject labour. It was the pre- ANARCHISM OUTRAGE. 1d.
requisite for mass production, and it created the morality needed for FOR LIBERTY : A" Anthology of Revol

it. There developed necessarily the view that the masses were - Ristaps extemali v otk
cattle, predestined for use by the superior few; because naturally MODERN 38,1'31703 AND m‘*m ,)'
when the African negro was regarded as 8o much merchandise, the I’IELDS“p';'ACYI‘.OEIIB‘g w
next step, that of including in the same category the poor of one's Cloth, 24 ; posta
own country, became fatally easy. Thus evil propagates itself, and GOD A‘IN :’ ml’i
the slavery against which we rebel to-day has its roots in those MUTlg’Aolt"Aal.b?' h i
savageries of the past by which British capitalism laid the founda- PRISON MEMOI OF AN AN
tions of its power,

Our Trade Unionists, our Socialists, our Radical reformers still
think only in terms of factory production, their aim being to organise
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