The Origin and True Purpose of the Paddle

The child who has been
whipped into obedience
is a pitiful creature
':
There hasprobably never been |
anevil of any descriptionfor which
itwasnot possibletodig up some
argument initsfavour, someexcuse
for itscontinued existence. The
judtification for theexistenceor
extensonof apracticeliesnotin
thefact that it possessescertain
virtues, but that thosevirtues
outweigh itsdrawbacks, or that it
servessociety insomeessential formfor whichthereis
no alternative method available. By no speciesof
argument can anything of thisnature beclaimedfor
corpora punishment. Itsevils, itsdrawbacks, and its
disadvantages, aswe have seen in the process of our
inquiry, outweigh hugely and in every possibleway, its
few virtues— virtueswhich are based upon themost
dubiousfoundations.

Thetruefundament of any valuewhich corporal
punishment possesses asapreventive of crimeisthefear
whichitinstilsinthe cul prit— actua or potential. Now
fear isapowerful deterrent. It operatesinthechild, and
intheadult, inthemost primitiveof racesandinthe
highest stratum of civilized society. But therearemany
kindsof fear. Fear of death isanecessary and valuable
preventiveof injury and suffering. Fear of displeasing
on€e' sparentsisan admirabletraitin thechild. Fear of
aienating public opinion, and fear of losing one'sliberty
or one'ssocia position, are powerful antidotestosinand
crimeinadult society. But thefear induced by corporal
punishment bel ongsprimarily to none of these categories.
Itisessentialy and pre-eminently thefear of physical
pain. Itisthefear inevitably associated with suffering of a
degrading, deliberate and debasing nature. Fear whichis
associated with and restricted to physical pain, asa
punitivefactor, possessesno truereformative powe...

Theindividual, whether child or adult, who can be
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Common mode of whippi

Beating in child-rearing
has its psychological
roots in slavery

The black parent approaches
theteacher with the great respect
dueaperson of learning. The
iy soaring expectationswhicharean

. important part of theparent’s
fedingsfind substanceinthe
person of theteacher. Hereisthe
personwho candofor this
preciouschild dl thewonderful
thingsaloving parent cannot. The
child isadmonished to obey theteacher ashewould his
parentsand theteacher isurged to exercise parenta
prerogatives, including beating. Inthisthe parent yieldsup
hisfina uniqueresponsbility, theprotection of hischild
againgt another’saggression. Thechildisplacedinthe
teacher’shandsto do with as she seesfit, withthe sole
requirement that sheteach him. Themeaning of thisgiftis
not lost on theteacher, who isalternately touched by the
parent’strust and staggered by theresponsibility, for the
teacher knowsbest of all that much hasgoneon before
shegetsthe child and knowsthat, even asthe parent
urges her not to sparetherod, that same parent istelling
volumesabout thelifethat child hasled up tothis
moment. Theparent tellsof achild both beloved and
beaten, of achild taught tolook for pain from even those
who cherish himmogt, of achild who hascometo feel
that beatingsareright and proper for him, and of achild
whoseview of theworld, however gently it persuades
him to act toward others, decreesfor himthat heisto be
driven by theinfliction of pain. Pity that child.

Beatingin child-rearing actually hasitspsychological
rootsindavery...
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ng with the paddle

William H. Grier, M.D. and Price M. Cobbs, M.D.
From Black Rage, 1968

kept good or moral through fear or personal suffering
only, isapitiful creature. Hisreformation, or hisgood
conduct, ispurchased at apricewhichisasterribleasit
isdeplorable. Hisexistenceisthat of adave...

George Ryley Scott
From The History of Corporal Punishment, 1938
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