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Etection Commission of India

Doted: 4" lanvary, 2017

No.437/6/Gompoign/ECI/INST/FUNCT/MCC-2016
To,

The Chisl Electoral Officers
of All States,/Unian Teritories.

Subject: General/Bye Elections to the Lok Sobho/legislative Assemblies- instructions on election
campaigns - Regarding.

5ir/Madam,

With @ view to maintain the election campaign in line with staiutory provisions and to avoid
clashes ond conflicts between stakeholders i.e. political parties or their supporters and also to ensure
pecce and order during the compaign period, the Commission has issued, in the past, a number of
instructions. The Commission has decided lo issue the following instructions® -

1. Video-vans

The Commission’s instructions, contained in letter Mo 464 /INST/2014/EPS dated 10" April
2014, provide that the permission for video-vans efc. 1o be used by a political party for compaign
across the Staie would be given by the CEO taking in view the provisions of the Molor Vehicle Act and
also the judgments dated 23.06.2006 and 14.02.2007 of the Allahabad High Court in Writ Petifion
No. 3648 (MB) of 2006.

The Commission reiterotes the above and directs further that-

[, The permission fo use Video-Vans for compaign purpose can be granted at Chief Electorol
Officer lovel only. Transport Nodal Officer must submit certificate fo the Chisf Electoral Officer that
the video van is in conformily with the Motor Vehicle Act

Il The contents of material for election publicity on the video-van shall be pre-ceriified from
MCMCs. The video van of the political party should be used fo propagate its programme and
policies to seek votes. Veles or support for of any particular candidate should not be solicited.
Howaver, if it is used for seeking votes/support for o candidate/candidatas then expenditure of
video van shall be accounted for by such candidate/candidates appropriately. Expenditure
observers fo closely moniior this.

0 N e S P N S e e R e st T
Addiional/New insiructions are shown in italics
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- Use of Loudspeakers in processions and

Use of vehicls on poll day-The EC/'s instructions in leffer No.464/INST /2014 /EPS dated 10.4.4,

inter alia, provide for restrain on unlawful use of vehicles on poll day by candidates /his agent or by

ony other person with the consent of the candidate or his election agent. For the purpose of

restrictions imposed by soid instructions it is clarified that the vehicle would meon all vehicles
propelled by mechanical power or offerwise.

election meelings-  The Commission’s instructions
contained in its leter number 3/8/2000/15-11 dated 26.12.2000

« infer alia, provides for wrilten,
pricr approval of

the competent authority. A public address system or loudspeaker or any sound

amplifier, whether fliled on vehicles of any kind whatsoever, of in static position, used for public

meetings lor electionesring purpose, shall not be used at night betwean 10.00 p.m. and .00 a.m,
subject to the local laws/court orders/any oider of siate Pollution Control Boards. Local perceplions
of the security arrangements of the area and other

relevant considerations like weather conditions,
festival se

ason, examinalion period, ete should also be considered. Provisions of the Motor Vahicles
Act/Rules shall be made applicable 1o any vehicle in which loud speaker is mounted. The driver of
the vehicle must carry the permiss

ion letter o show checking squads/observars or any other officer.
Alll

oudspeaker being used beyond the hours os prescribed above, shall be confiscated along with

all the apparatus connecled with the use of hese leudspeakers. All steps should be taken fo check

naise pollution and disturbance of public peace and iranquility,

The Commission hos further directed that it should be ensured by the concemed authorifies
of Stale pollution Control Boards that dacibels of the sound generated by loud speakers/amplifiers
doesn't exceed the permissible limit as fixed under relevant low /guidelines. DEO shall monitor this
by pulting in place svitable mecharism,

Uss of flags -

The ECI's insiructions conlained in letier No.3/7,/2008-15Il dated 7.10, 2008, inter alia provides
that subject to any restiictions under any local law or any court orders in force, the political parties,

candidates, their agents, workers and supparters may put up bannars, buntings, flags, cul-outs, on

their own property, provided they do so on their own volition, veluntarily and without any pressure

from any party, organization or person, and provided further that these do nol cause any

inconvenience in any manner lo anyone else., Also, if such display of banners, flags elc. gims to

solicit vote for any particular candidate, then, under section 171 H of IPC, general or special

autharity in writing of candidate is necessary, SR e

The Commission has now claified that thers should be only three number of fags of o party
Jeandidate to be used ot party workers Vsupporters’ residence and at Ppariy offices, In case, some
person wonis fo display flogs of more than ena party or candidate, then it shall be resticted o only
one flag of each party/candiidate, Display of flags would be subject 1o Local Law and court ordlers,
if ony.

As far as the use of banners, flags elc on vehicles, it shall be regulcted as beloy-

a. No spol/focus/fashing/search ights and hooters shall be put on any campaign vehicle.

b. Chisf Electoral Officer shall ensure that of the provisions of local Jow, Court’s directions

and Motor Veticle Act are uniformly applied throughout the Siate, ;

c. No person shall put any flag or hanner or sticker of big size on any vehicle except with
prior permission of the Competent Authority subject fo the relevant provisions of low and
Court dlirection/orders if any on the subject.

The maximum aumber and size of flogs/banners 0y a parly or candidate will be as follows-

i. Two wheelers - one flag of maximum size 2x] . No sticker or banners will be

alfowed.

ii. Thres wheslers, four wheelers, e-Rickshows - No sticker or banners will be
alfowed. Only one flag of maximum size 3x2 #,

ili. ft is clarified that if a B,uo_____s.nﬁ... party is having a pre- polf alliance/seat sharing
amrangement with another parly then campaign vehicle of a condidate/political
paty may display one flag each of such parties.

e. Simultaneous plying of number of vehicles on road including e-Rickshaws fo be fimited ro 10

and if it exceeds the linit of 10 vehicles then the convoy shall be broken ofter every 10
vehicles.

8. Temporary Campaign Offices- The ECI's existing instructions in letter No.437 /6/2007(INST) -

PLNIN, dated 12" November 2007, infer dlia, provide that no such office will bs apened by way of

ony encroachment efther of public or private proper ty. orin any religious places or campus of such
religious places or contiguous o any educafional institution/hospital or within 200 meters of an
existing polling station. Such offices con display only one party flag and banner with party symbaols/

photographs. The size of banner used in such offices should nof exceed ‘4 feet X 8 feet subject fo
the further condition that if the lecal laws prescribe o lower size for banner/ hoarding etc.: then the
lower size prescribed by local law shall prevail. The Expenditure Observer should closely monitor

to ensure that expanditure on itis properly booked in the account of candidate, e w il
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