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KATASRAJ
Katasraj is the second most sacred shrine of  Hindus in the erstwhile greater
Punjab spanning both India and Pakistan, after the Jwalamukhi temple (now in
Himachal Pradesh in India). It is an impressive complex of seven temples, known
as Satghare built during the Hindushahiya period (650-950 AD) they are very
beautifully carved and conform to the best in temple architecture.

The temple complex is built around a large tank. According to Hindu mythology
Lord Shiv  wept so profusely on the death of his beloved wife Sati that two holy
ponds, one at Pushkar in Ajmer and other at “Katas Shail” meaning incessant flow
tears in Sanskrit, came into being with his tears. Katasraj is also held sacred by
Hindus for another reason. Legend says that the five Pandava brothers, heroes of
the Sanskrit epic Mahabharata, stayed here for long years that they spent in exile.

Located 25 kilometers from the Kalar Kahar exit on the M2 motorway linking
Lahore and Islamabad, Katasraj has been the site of holy pilgrimage. The salt
ranges around Chakwal are now at the center of new discoveries in archaeology
and ancient architecture probably going back three or four millennia.

The Katasraj  Complex offers a tremendous potential not only for the Hindu
pilgrimage but also a tourist destination of global importance, perhaps even as a
world Heritage Site.
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The rancous debate that began after BJP President

LK Advani’s comment on Mohammed Ali Jinnah

has brushed aside an important event.  Auspicious

beginning of the restoration process on the sites of

Katasraj Temple in Pakistan was an important

point in the itinerary of Advani which was initiated

at the behest of Advani himself. Before the

partition, more than one-fourth of total population

of the parts which went to Pakistan was Hindu.

Too many historical places of pilgrimage of Hindus

were also located in those parts.  Undivided Punjab,

which even included Delhi, had its frontiers upto

Afghanistan as it used to be a very large province

occupying vast tracts in the north India planes.

Before partition, largest religious fair of Hindus

was held at Jwalamukhi in present day Himachal

Pradesh.  Next largest fair was held at Katasraj,

the great place of pilgrimage with history dating

back to the era of Pandavas.

Recently I had a chance to visit Katasraj and I

could not find a single Hindu family within miles

around the temple.  The temple complex houses

many other sacred Hindu temples, among which

temples of Laxminarayan, Hanuman Garhi,

Satghar Temple, Sita Garhi and Shiva are

prominent.  Katasraj temple’s condition is so

pitiable that it is difficult to call it a temple complex

with no idols inside the temple.  Now the Pakistan

Place of Hindu Heritage in Pakistan

Plans for restoration of Katasraj Temple in Pak mark a positive beginning

—BALBIR K PUNJ



3

government has decided to spend two crore Rupees

in the first phase of temple restoration.  Likewise,

there are plans on the anvil for the restoration of

many other Hindu temples which are mostly in

ruins now.  Since the time of partition till date

massive plunder has taken place in these temples

with gates, doors, windows and other properties

looted freely.  There are unauthorised-and at some

places authorised-encroachment over the buildings

and premises of most of these temples.  Katasraj is

situated in Chakwal district of Pakistan which was

separated as a full-fledged district from Rawalpindi

in 1985.  Pristine natural beauty and resources

abound in Chakwal.  Minerals like coal, lime, stone,

gypsum, salt etc. are mined here on massive scale.

Katasraj Temple is situated at a place 30 kilometres

north of Chakwal and 30 kilometres south of Pind

Dadan mines.  Hindus have deep religious

sentiments associated with this temple.  As a

legend says, Lord Shiva was so sentimentally

overwhelmed after Mata Parvati committed sati

(self-immolation) that tears flew from his eyes

incessantly and collected in two lakes.  One of these

lakes is Lake Pushkar near Ajmer (Rajasthan) and

the other is Lake Katas near Katasraj Temple.

It is believed that the name Katas originated

from Sanskrit word kataksha meaning ‘flowing

tears’ or ‘tearful eyes’.  It is also a hearsay that the

five Pandavas had spent long years here during

their fourteen years exile.  The famous catechism

between Yaksha and Yudhishthir had also taken

place on the banks of this Katas Lake. A

Cunningham had discovered Satgrahas (seven

houses) and twelve other temples around them, all

some how connected  with Pandavas’ life in exile.

He had ascribed the temples a period of 66 BC.



4

Before the partition, thousands of Hindu pilgrims

used to throng here in March-April months to take

a holy dip in the lake.  800 feet below the Katas

Lake are Kotehara mountains, which have ancient

ramparts and walls.  There are many caves also,

in which sages and ascetics would perform

meditation.  Historian and famous traveller Al-

Baruni who was contemporary of Mehmood (of

Ghazani), had also stayed in Katasraj.  He learnt

Sanskrit here and calculated the circumference of

the Earth.  His book ‘Kitab-ul-Hind’ written in the

11th century contains a vivid description of this

temple complex.

Scholars, however, have some controversy over

the history of Katasraj.  Period of Mahabharata

dates back to about 300 BC, and Mahabharat has

a description of Katas Lake.  Chinese traveller Fa

Hyan has also described Katasraj in his

travelogues.  He had come to India in the year 403

BC.  Juan Jang too, who had visited India in 630,

had mentioned Katasraj in his writings.  But after

the partition, Hindu temples turned into ruins in

Pakistan.  Their idols were destroyed and the whole

lot of material was looted.  Moreover, Pakistan

government never allowed installation of new idols

in their place.

Since 1999, with the ban on entry of Hindu

pilgrims groups, condition of remaining temples

detariorated further.  Travel of Hindu pilgrims to

Katasraj in 1956 was rejected only twelve days

before the scheduled date for congregation.  Travel

was not allowed in 1960 and again in 1979.  But

neither Jawaharlal Nehru government nor Indira

Gandhi government thought it necessary to raise

the matter with the Pakistan government seriously.

Only in 1982, some front-runner Hindu activists
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threatened to stop the trains carrying Pakistan

pilgrims at Atari railway station.  As a result, first

group of Hindu pilgrims crossed the border to visit

Katasraj.  In 1983, second group of Hindu pilgrims

toured Katasraj.  But till then, Katasraj Temple

had lost its pre-partition splendour and grandeur;

and had turned into ruins.  Only a small temple

houses a Shivalinga, where Advani offered his

prayers.  But there is no provision of routine

worship at the temple.  Even rare idols have been

looted from the ancient Sheetla Mata Temple in

Lahore, which dates back to pre-Alexandrian

period.  Some of the idols were even taken by

Pakistan’s archaeological department.

In Lahore again, located between Shah Alami

and Lahori Gate is Doodhwali Mata Temple whose

only the sanctum sanctorium remains which is also

on the verge of destruction.  Even the Prahlad

Temple in Multan was demolished under

government’s protection in the aftermaths of Babri

demolition.  A Jain Temple has been locked up in

Lahore and a madarasa is running in its premises.

Grand fair that is held every spring at the sacrificial

shrine of Bhagat Hakeekat Rai is still very popular

in Pakistan but the shrine itself is in a very

dilapidated condition.  Pakistan government should

take a serious note of it.  Indian High Commission

in Islamabad issues visas to 1500 Pakistani citizens

to visit India but Pakistan High Commission in

New Delhi sanctions visas to only 200 Indian

nationals to visit Pakistan. In May 1985, Rajya

Sabha member Satyapal Mittal had travelled to

Katasraj.  Pakistan government had then  promised

to spend two crore Rupees for the development of

Katasraj Temple Complex.

In 2004 also, when president of Hindu Rashtriya
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Sangathan, Punjab Surender Kumar Billa had led

a delegation to Katasraj, he reminded Pakistan’s

virtually inactive ‘Property Board’ of the promise

for the restoration and development of

Katasraj.The  Board had assured the delegation of

an early commencement but the assurance

remained buried in files.  It was during Advani’s

visit to the site that the Pakistan government

plunged into action and the process of restoration

finally begun.  But there are various practical

problems also in the path of temple’s restoration

process.  There is no technical knowledge available

in Pakistan about the Hindu temple

architecture.  India has helped Combodia in

the restoration of Angkorvat Temples there.

India should come forward to help Pakistan

in the restoration of Katasraj Temple also.

As India welcomes the Pakistani citizens to

visit the Muslim shrines and pilgrimages

with open hearts, Pakistan must also extend

the same cordiality to the Hindu pilgrims

visiting Hindu shrines in Pakistan.  It is

hoped that showing due honour for the Hindu

heritages, Pakistan too will keep our common

culture alive and dynamic.
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It is always a matter of pleasure when one goes

abroad and gets an opportunity to interact with

the intellectual elite of that country. But when the

country one is visiting is Pakistan, and when the

interaction with intellectuals is happening in a city

which is one’s birthplace, how can that experience

be described? “Pleasure”? “Great pleasure”?

“Delight”?

I find these words trite on this occasion. The

truth is that, I have no words to adequately capture

Shri L.K. Advani

BJP President & Leader of the Opposition (Lok Sabha)

At a function organised by The Karachi Council on Foreign
Relations, Economic Affairs & Law

Karachi – June 5, 2005

the feelings that have welled up in me at this

meeting in Karachi, which I have been able to visit

only for the second time since I left it nearly six

decades ago.

Karachi has changed beyond recognition, not

only since I left in 1947, but also since I last came

here in 1978. The city has of course become

immensely more populous – its population in 1947

was a mere 4 lakh; today, I am told, it is nearly 1.4

crore. But Karachi has also become more developed

and prosperous.

Speech by
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I compliment the people of Karachi for this

achievement and hope that not only Karachi but

the whole of Pakistan continues to travel rapidly

on the path to prosperity and all-round

development.

My return to the roots

Friends, barring the dinner engagement later in

the evening, this function happens to mark the

conclusion of my weeklong visit to Pakistan. My

visit had three parts. The first part, comprising two

days in Islamabad, was largely political. The second

leg, which meant two days in Lahore, was part

political and part religious-cultural, since it

included visits to the ancient Katas Raj Temples

and to the Nankana Sahib Gurdwara.

But the last part in Karachi, again of two days,

is purely sentimental. Before leaving for Pakistan,

I had stated that the primary aim of my visit was

to contribute, in my own humble way, to the ongoing

peace process between India and Pakistan through

my meetings with the leadership of Pakistan and

also with representatives of various political parties

and civil society organizations in this country. But

I had added that the visit is also a kind of “return-

to-the-roots” for me and members of my family, who

are coming to Pakistan for the first time.

My visit to the school where I studied, to the

house where I lived (although it does not now stand

in its original shape), to the Sindh Assembly

building where I meet legislators belonging to the

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), the reception and

cultural programme organised by the Hindu

Panchayat, and the lunch reception hosted by the

Chief Minister of Sindh – all these will remain

indelible memories in me.
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Jinnah’s speech on August 11, 1947

I have many deeply engraved memories of the first

twenty years of my life that I lived in Karachi. I

shall recall here only one of them, because the person

with which that memory is associated, and the

philosophy that I learnt from him in Karachi, have

a reverential place in my life.

In the last 3-4 years of my life in Karachi, I came

in contact with Swami Ranganathananda, who was

the head of the Ramakrishna Math here for six years

from 1942 until it was closed down in 1948. I used

to go to listen to his discourses on the Bhagwad Gita.

In later years, I maintained regular contact with

this great disciple of Swami Vivekananda, who went

on to become the head of the Ramakrishna Math

and Mission in India.

Swami Ranganathananda passed away in April

this month. The last time I met him was in Calcutta

last year. He was 96 but still very agile in mind

and radiant in spirit. Our talk, among other things,

turned to his years and my years in Karachi. He

asked me, “Have you read Mohammed Ali Jinnah’s

speech in Pakistan’s Constituent Assembly on

August 11, 1947? It is a classic exposition of a

Secular State, one which guarantees every citizen’s

freedom to practice his or her religion but the State

shall not discriminate between one citizen and

another on the basis of religion.”

He asked me to send him the full text of the

speech, which I did.

The reason for my recounting Jinnah’s historic

speech in the Constituent Assembly is two-fold.

Firstly, as I said, it is associated with my last

conversation with the Swamiji, who was one of the
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towering spiritual personalities in India. The

second reason is that its remembrance was triggered

by my visit to the ancient Katas Raj Temples in

Chakwal district four days ago. The Government

of Pakistan was kind enough to invite me to lay the

foundation stone for a project to restore these

temples, which are now in ruins but whose legend

is rooted in the epic story of the Mahabharata.

I feel it appropriate to read out the relevant

portion from Jinnah’s speech.

“Now, if we want to make this great State

of Pakistan happy and prosperous we should

wholly and solely concentrate on the well-

being of the people, and specially of the masses

and the poor. If you will work in cooperation,

forgetting the past, burying the hatchet, you

are bound to succeed. If you change your past

and work in a spirit that every one of you, no

matter to what community he belongs, no

matter what relations he had with you in the

past, no matter what is his colour, caste or

creed, is first, second and last a citizen of this

State with equal rights, privileges and

obligations, there will be no end to the progress

you will make.

I cannot overemphasise it too much. We

shall begin to work in that spirit and in course

of time all these angularities of the majority

and minority communities, the Hindu

community and Muslim community,… will

vanish. Indeed, if you ask me, this has been

the biggest hindrance in the way of India to

attain its freedom and independence and but

for this we would have been free people

long ago.
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Therefore, we must learn a lesson from this.

You are free, you are free to go to your temples.

You are free to go to your mosques or to any

other places of worship in this State of

Pakistan. You may belong to any religion or

caste or creed; that has nothing to do with the

business of the State.…You will find that in

course of time Hindus will cease to be Hindus

and Muslims would cease to be Muslims, not

in the religious sense, because that is the

personal faith of each individual, but in the

political sense as citizens of the State.”

WHAT HAS BEEN STATED IN THIS SPEECH

– NAMELY, EQUALITY OF ALL CITIZENS IN

THE EYES OF THE STATE AND FREEDOM OF

FAITH FOR ALL CITIZENS – IS WHAT WE IN

INDIA CALL A SECULAR OR A NON-

THEOCRATIC STATE. THERE IS NO PLACE

FOR BIGOTRY, HATRED, INTOLERANCE AND

DISCRIMINATION IN THE NAME OF

RELIGION IN SUCH A STATE. AND THERE

CAN CERTAINLY BE NO PLACE, MUCH LESS

STATE PROTECTION, FOR RELIGIOUS

EXTREMISM AND TERRORISM IN SUCH A

STATE.

I BELIEVE THAT THIS IS THE IDEAL THAT

INDIA, PAKISTAN AS WELL  AS BANGLADESH

– THE THREE PRESENT-DAY SOVEREIGN

AND SEPARATE CONSTITUENTS OF THE

UNDIVIDED INDIA OF THE PAST, SHARING A

COMMON CIVILISATIONAL HERITAGE –

SHOULD FOLLOW.

I HOPE THAT THIS IDEAL IS

IMPLEMENTED IN ITS LETTER AND SPIRIT.

THE RESTORATION OF THE KATAS RAJ

TEMPLES IS A GOOD BEGINNING.
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Time to undo the follies of Partition

Esteemed friends from Karachi, people often ask
me: “Does this mean that you want to undo the
Partition?”

My answer is: “The Partition cannot be undone,
because, as I said in Lahore at the SAFMA function,
the creation of India and Pakistan as two separate
and sovereign nations is an unalterable reality of
history. However, some of the follies of Partition
can be undone, and they must be undone.”

I dream of the day when divided hearts can be
united; when divided families can be reunited;
when pilgrims from one country – Hindus,
Muslims, Sikhs — can freely go to holy sites located
in the other country; and when people can travel
and trade freely, while continuing to remain proud
and loyal citizens of their respective countries.

Friends, at the end of my visit, if someone were

to ask me to sum up the situation about Indo-Pak
relations at present, I would, on the basis of what I
have observed and experienced here since my
arrival in Pakistan on the evening of May 30, say
unequivocally that “Fiza zaroor badli hui hai, bahut
badli hui hai.” (The atmosphere has definitely
changed, it has changed a lot.)

Yes, it’s true that there is tranquility on the
border, which is no mean achievement in itself.
True, there are greater people-to-people contacts,
which too is a significant step forward. It is also
true that the awaam (people) of both India and
Pakistan have taken over the peace process.

But the peace and tranquility that exists is still
tentative. It is also relative, in the sense that
terrorist acts in Jammu & Kashmir have not come
to an end. Only last month there was a terrorist
strike in Srinagar aimed at innocent
school children.
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How do we convert this tentative peace into
permanent peace? How do we remove all the
irrational abnormalities in our bilateral relations
to place Indo-Pak ties on a completely normal
footing based on the principle of mutual benefit?

I am posing these questions because these need
to be discussed in-depth and with an open mind in
both our countries. As I have reiterated on several
occasions during my visit, I would like to emphasise
that we need to seize this historic moment, which
is pregnant with hope. We must convert this hope
into confidence and resolve that we shall certainly
find solutions to all the issues that have estranged
our two brother-nations.

There should also be no going back on the
realization that dialogue is the only way to resolve
every single issue, including the issue of Jammu
& Kashmir, between India and Pakistan. Peace
cannot be achieved through recourse to non-

peaceful means. This must be clearly understood.

Imperatives of Waging Peace

There is a phrase in English that has always
intrigued me – Waging Peace. Normally, one comes
across the phrase – Waging War. I have often
wondered why the word ‘wage’ is used in the context
of peace. It is probably because, if the resolve to
win is the aim in any war, the same resolve to win
has to be the aim of making peace.

However, there is a crucial difference. In war,
strategists look for a quick victory. They have an
impatience to achieve their goal. In waging peace,
you cannot do that. We need patience. We need to
realize that it takes time to minimize differences
and to find a mutually acceptable solution,
especially to longstanding problems.

It takes time – and I would urge all those who
sincerely desire peace between India and Pakistan
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to realize this important truth - because not only
the painful manner in which the Partition happened
in 1947 but also subsequent hostilities have
hardened feelings and rigidified mindsets in both
India and Pakistan.

After all, the Partition resulted not only in
unprecedented violence but also in the largest cross-
migration in the history of mankind. In history,
including in the history of undivided India,
kingdoms and dynasties have come and gone. Power
has changed hands either peacefully or violently.
But in recent centuries these developments did not
destabilize the society very much.

In contrast, when the British left in 1947, not
only was there a change of power, but there was
also human displacement on a massive scale. This
has left behind a trail of tragedy. The wars that
followed, the long period of terrorist violence and
other events have contributed to the hardening of

positions in certain sections of society both in India
and Pakistan.

This is the reason why even well-intentioned
moves for peace and normalization are often viewed
with suspicion and met with disapproval on both
sides.

I therefore strongly submit to one and all
involved in the Indo-Pak peace process – to those
in governments as well as to those in civil society
organizations – that we should give due weightage
to these critical viewpoints. Nothing can be
achieved by either dismissing or disparaging these
critical viewpoints.

This is because, firstly, those who view the peace
process with suspicion both here and in India are
not insubstantial in number. Secondly, in our
endeavour to establish lasting peace between India
and Pakistan, it is axiomatic that we should strive
to carry with us all sections of society and public
opinion in our two countries.
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Let us move on all issues in tandem

I shall make one last point before concluding.
For us to move towards peace and normalcy, it is
necessary to move the dialogue process forward on
all issues. This is the reason why we both have
called it the Composite Dialogue process. I was
happy to know that many people in Pakistan also
believe that we should move in tandem on all
issues. As I said in Lahore, it is not in the interest
of the peace process to let slower progress on some
issues become a hurdle in achieving faster progress
on others.

Here I shall just flag off a few issues that show
how the relations between India and Pakistan
suffer from avoidable abnormality. For instance,
since coming here I have not been able to watch
any of the Indian news channels to see what is
happening in India and also, secondarily, to know
how my visit to Pakistan is covered. It is ironical

that in Pakistan one can see American CNN,
British BBC, Chinese CCTV but not Indian news
channels.

The abnormality is also evident in other spheres.
India and Pakistan have an official trade of about
$ 250 million, which is meager by any standards
in today’s age of globalization. But the unofficial
trade is at least 4-5 times larger. Isn’t it ironical
that we buy and sell our products of mutual
demand by routing them through Dubai and
Singapore, and thereby enriching those countries,
but have not been able to regularize this trade right
across our borders, thereby creating more
employment and business opportunities for
own people?

Take another example. Pakistan’s economy, like
the economies of any country today, has a lot of
need for Information Technology solutions. And I
am told that, in addition to being met by your local
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IT industry, you buy costly IT solutions from several
western countries. But right across the border we
in India have a flourishing IT industry, which is
ready to cooperate with Pakistan and offer cheaper
solutions. Ironically, the IT solutions that western
companies sell around the world are produced in
Bangalore, Hyderabad, Gurgaon and Pune.

I am making this point because Karachi is the
commercial capital of Pakistan. And I may add that,
historically Sindh was the incubator for global
trade. In ancient times our forefathers from Sindh
ventured forth to far off lands, in the same way as
in modern times Sindhi businessmen have so
successfully demonstrated their acumen in
Hongkong, Singapore, London and New York.

In the era of globalization, trade and business
are not only about money and profit. They also bring

another kind of profit – a stronger stake in peaceful,
stable and cooperative relations between two
countries.

It is heartening to know that soon we’ll have a
broad gauge rail link between Munabao and
Khokrapar. I suggested to President Musharraf
that we should also re-open the sea link between
Karachi and Mumbai via Gujarat. He accepted the
suggestion. The issue of re-opening of our consulate
offices in Karachi and Mumbai is also on the cards.

All these are good signs. But much more can be
done. And it should be our mutual resolve to do all
the desirable things, and do them quickly.

With these words, I conclude my remarks. I
sincerely thank the Karachi Council on Foreign
Relations, Economic Affairs and Law for providing
this opportunity of interaction with you.
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rhu eghus pkj eghus igys eSa dydÙks x;k Fkk vkSj dydÙks esa

eSa csywj eB esa jked̀‘.k fe”ku ds tks lkoZnsf”kd v/;{k gSa]

jk’Vªh; v/;{k gSa] Lokeh jaxukFkkuUn] muls feyus x;kA vc

Lokehth] eSa ftu fnuksa esa djkph esa Fkk] rc oks jked̀‘.k fe”ku

djkph ds v/;{k FksA vkSj rc esjk igyk muls ifjp; vk;kA

eSa muds xhrk ySDpj lquus ogk¡ tkrk FkkA rks bl ckj dydÙks

cgqr le; ckn x;k] rks muds n”kZu djus ogka ij x;k] mudh

vk;q 96 o’kZ FkhA vo 97 gks x;h gksxh vkSj 96&97 o’kZ dh vk;q

esa Hkh cgqr baVsysDpqvy cgqr “kkiZ vkSj eq>s feyrs gh mUgksaus

dgk fd vki vk, gSa eq>s cgqr [kq”kh gqbZA vkius dHkh ftUuk dk

Hkk’k.k i<+kA tks mUgksaus igyk&igyk Hkk’k.k fd;k Fkk ikfdLrku

cuus ds cknA eSaus dgk gka eSaus i<+k gSA rc D;k ,d izfr eq>s

fHktok ldrs gSa dgha ls [kkst djdsA eSaus dgk t:j fHktokÅ¡xk

vkSj FkksM+s fnu ckn vk djds eSaus ;gka ls fHktokbZ FkhA ysfdu eSa

pkgqaxk fd vkSj yksx Hkh i<sa+A mUgksaus 11 vxLr dks tks Hkk’k.k

28 Qjojh 2004 dks bf.M;k QLVZ QkmaMs”ku ds iqLrd foekspu ds volj ij28 Qjojh 2004 dks bf.M;k QLVZ QkmaMs”ku ds iqLrd foekspu ds volj ij28 Qjojh 2004 dks bf.M;k QLVZ QkmaMs”ku ds iqLrd foekspu ds volj ij28 Qjojh 2004 dks bf.M;k QLVZ QkmaMs”ku ds iqLrd foekspu ds volj ij28 Qjojh 2004 dks bf.M;k QLVZ QkmaMs”ku ds iqLrd foekspu ds volj ij
Jh yky d̀‘.k vkMok.kh dk Hkk’k.kJh yky d̀‘.k vkMok.kh dk Hkk’k.kJh yky d̀‘.k vkMok.kh dk Hkk’k.kJh yky d̀‘.k vkMok.kh dk Hkk’k.kJh yky d̀‘.k vkMok.kh dk Hkk’k.k

fd;k mlesa dgk&

If you change your past and work together in

the spirit that everyone of you, no matter to what

community he belongs, no matter what relations

he had with you in the past, no matter what is his

colour, caste or creed, is first second and last citizen

of the state with equal rights privileges and

obligation, there will be no end to the progress you

will make. I can not emphasize this too much. We

should begin to work in that spirit and in course of

time all these angularities of the major and minor

communities, the Hindu and the Muslim

communities, because even as regards Muslims you

have Pathans, Shias, Punjabis, Sunnis and so on.

And among the Hindus you have Brahmins,
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Vaishnavas, Khshatriyas, also Bengalis, Madrasis

and so on. All these differences will vanish. He

added, we have no aggressive designs upon our

neighbours. We wish to live in peace and friendship

with them and to workout our destiny quietly in

our own way and make our rightful contributions

in the affairs of the world. He still goes on later

and to say, in a way he rejects theocracy by saying

you are free, you are free to go to your temples, you

are free to go to your mosques or any other place of

worship in the state of Pakistan. You may belong

to any religion, or caste or creed that have nothing

to do with the fundamental principles that we are

all citizens and equal citizens of one State Now I

think we should keep that in front of us as our ideals

and you will find that in course of time Hindus

would cease to be Hindus and Muslims would cease

to be Muslims, not in the religious sense because

that is the personal faith of each individual but as

in the political sense citizens of the state.

vc ;s gS ftUukg lkgc dh O;k[;k fd ;s ikfdLrku jkT;

tks cuus okyk gS 15 vxLr dks og dSlk jkT; gksuk pkfg,A

vc mudh dYiuk] oks rks lkdkj gqbZ ugha fFk;ksdzsfVd LVsV

cu x;k vkSj bu dkWuVªkLV gekjk jkT; ftldks lsD;qyj

jkT; dgrs gSa oks cukA eSaus lsdqysfjTe “kk;n igyh ckj 1948

esa gh lqukA mlls igys eSa ifjfpr ugha Fkk vkSj mldh O;k[;k

eSaus ml le; jk’Vªh; Lo;alsod la?k ds ljla?k pkyd Jh

xq:th xksyoydj th muls iwNk fd ;g D;k gSA esjh mez

“kk;n ml le; 20 dh gksxh 21 dh gksxhA mUgksaus dgk fd

fgUnqLrku esa jkT; fd dYiuk ges”kk lSD;qyj jgh gSA fgUnqLrku

esa jkT; tks gS under Hindu polity the concept of state

has always been that it will not distinguish

between one citizen and another on the grounds of

his religion blfy, this is nothing new ogka Europe

as a secularism “kCn dk lacU/k rks Vatican vkSj tks

State ds tks >xM+s gksrs Fks muls lEcfU/kr FkkA But in

these terms it should not be identified with any

particular form of religion. ogka fd gekjs ;gka vxj dksbZ
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viokn FkksM+s ogqr gq, rks dqN cqf)LV LVsV t:j gq, vU;Fkk

dHkh dkbZ viokn ugha gq,A Generally, it was always a

secular state eSa bl ckr dk mYys[k blfy, dj jgk g¡w fd

tks cgl py jgh gS ml cgl esa bu lc ckrksa dk egRo gSA

ysfdu vkt dh tks 5 xzaFk gSA muesa ls ,d vxj lcls T;knk

Vksfidy gS rks eSa ekurk gwa fd oks izksQslj dkf”kdj th us tks

iqLrd fy[kh Dialogue with Pakistan vc ;s iqLrd vkt

fy[kh x;h vU;Fkk vxj vkt ls 2 lky igys fy[kh tkrh 3

lky igys fy[kh tkrh igys dHkh fy[kh tkrh D;skafd blds

Titles dbZ gks ldrs FksA ;s Hkh gks ldrk Fkk ikd ls la?k’kZ] ;s

Hkh gks ldrk Fkk ikd ls ruko ;k vkSj dqN ugha rks de ls de

rks ;s gks gh ldrk Fkk Hkkjr ikd laca/k] ysfdu mlds LFkku ij

vxj ;s “kh’kZd vkt ls 5 lky igys gksrk rks dksbZ iwNrk is it

possible? Is a dialogue with Pakistan possible with

their attitude being what it is. Is it possible. “kk;n
yksxksa dks lansg gksrk fd ;s D;k fy[k jgs gSaA D;ksa fy[k jgs gSa

eSa blh lanHkZ esa ,d dqN 10 lky igys dk viuk vuqHko crkuk

pkgqaxk izlax crkuk pkgqaxkA This is, if I mistake not was

the year 1990 ml le; ikfdLrku esa British High

Commissioner Fks to Pakistan one Sir Barrington

;gka fdlh dks /;ku gks Hari Kishore Ji dks ;k dksbZ vkSj

Foreign Ministry dk dksbZ gks ftls /;ku gks  should

correct me if I’m wrong. But this is my recollection.

Sir Barrington was the British High Commissioner

in Islamabad and he is reputed to be one of the

members of the British Foreign Service and was

one of the Pakistan expert as well. rc NBk lky Fkk

mldk ogka ij oks Delhi vk;kA

vkSj fnYyh esa eq>s feyus vk;kA eSa ml le; ikVhZ dk

v/;{k FkkA vkSj mUgksaus dgk fd eSa fnYyh esa vk;k gwa vkSj Hkh

dke Fkk ysfdu esjh bPNk Fkh vkils ckr djus dhA t:j

dfj,A mUgksaus dgk fd vkidh ikVhZ fiNys lky igys rks cgqr

NksVh FkhA ysfdu 1989 esa You have grown from just 2

seats to 86 seats in the Lok Sabha. vkidh rkdr bruh

c<+ xbZA mUgksaus dgk fd vki D;k lksprs gSa fgUnqLrku] ikfdLrku

ds lEca/k ,sls gh jgsaxs fd dqN lq/kjsaxs] dqN cnysaxsA eSaus dgk

fd cnyus pkfg, vkSj eSaus mudks iqjkuk viuk vuqHko Hkh crk;k

fd gekjs ikVhZ ds cgqr cM+s usrk Fks] ,d izdkj ls gekjs fopkj
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izorZd FksA gekjs vkbfM;ksykWx Fks nhun;ky mik/;k;A vkSj

nhun;ky mik/;k; th dk tc lEca/k vk;k yksfg;k ls] rks MkW0

yksfg;k us mudks dgk fd fgUnqLrku ds eqlyeku vkids ckjs esa

ladksp djrs gSa vkidh ikVhZ cgqr vPNh ikVhZ gSA vkidh ikVhZ

dk jk’Vªokn dk tks vk/kkj gS og eq>s cgqar ilan gS ysfdu

vkidh ikVhZ tks gS] oks mldks ns”k dk bruk cM+k oxZ eqfLye

lekt rks ilan ugha djrk D;ksafd vki v[k.M Hkkjr tSlh ckr

djrs gSaA vkius vius igys igys esuhQsLVks esa gh 1952 ds

esuhQsLVks essa dgk fd vxj Hkkjrh; tula?k dh rkdr vk,xh rks

ge v[k.M Hkkjr cuk,axsA rks ;s rks mlls yxrk gS fd vki rks

;q) djok,axsA vki rks yM+kbZ djok,axsA rc nhun;ky th us

dgk fd ;s ckr lgh ugha gSA ml le; ftl le; fy[kk x;k

gksxk] mudh D;k dYiuk gksxh] eSa ugha tkurk gwaA ysfdu eSa

vkidks dg ldrk gwa fd Hkkjr vkSj ikfdLrku nks Sovereign

States cu x, gSaA vc mu  Sovereign States dks [kRe

djus dh ckr lksph ugha tk ldrhA ysfdu ge ;s t:j ekurs

gSa fd Hkkjr v[k.M Hkkjr] tks igys Fkk] vfoHkkftr Hkkjr] tks

igys Fkk] mlds foHkktu ls fdlh leL;k dk gy ugha gqvkA

vxj dksbZ lksprs Fks fd naxs gksrs gSa] Qlkn gksrs gSa vkSj ,d ckj

vxj eqlyekuksa dk jkT; vyx gks x;k] fgUnqvksa dk jkT;

vyx gks x;k rks mlds ckn Qlkn can gks tk,axsA naxs ugha

gqvk djsaxsA rks ;s rks xyr ckr fl) gqbZA ,slk rks gqvk ughaA

mYVk vkt igys vxj Qlknksa dk [krjk Fkk] vc ;q) dk [krjk

cuk jgrk FkkA nks jkT;ksa ds chp esa  perpetual ,d danger

of war cuk jgrk gSA blfy, ;s rks lgh ugha fudyk vkSj

blfy, esjh ekU;rk gS fd ,d le; vk,xk tc nksuksa jkT; vkSj

nksuksa jkT;ksa dh turk bl ckr dks ekusxh fd ;s Hkkjr vkSj

ikfdLrku dk tks foHkktu gS] og nksuska ds fy, vfgrdj lkfcr

gqvk gS vkSj LosPNk ls nksuksa jkT; ,d nwljs ds tqM+us dh bPNk

izdV djasxsA Confederation ds :i esaA Somewhere there

and a Joint Statement was issued signed by Pt.

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya and Dr. Ram Manohar

Lohia explaining what is the conception of ‘Akhand

Bharat’ of the Jana Sangh.  tula?k tc v[k.M Hkkjr

dh ckr djrk gS rks mldk vFkZ gS fd ge ;s dYiuk djrs gSa

fd ,d le; t:j vk,xk nksuksa jkT; vkSj nksuksa gh turk,a

LosPNk ls bPNk izdV djasxh fd ge fudV vk,aA eSaus bl ckr

dk ftdz dgha ij psUubZ esa fd;k FkkA vkt ls nks&rhu lky
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igysA vkSj rhu lky igys ftdz djrs gq, eSaus dgk] nqfu;k Hkj

esa ftrus ifjorZu gks jgs gSa mu ifjorZuksa dks ns[kksaxs] D;k dqN

fdruk cny x;k ekeykA ;wjksi esa fdruk cny x;kA fo;ruke

esa fdruk cny x;kA ckdh esa fdruk cny x;kA vkSj eSus

dgk] eq>s ;kn gS fd eSa tc eksjkjth HkkbZ dh ljdkj esa Fkk] eq>s

bZLV teZuh us fuea=.k Hkstk FkkA Information and

Broadcasting Minister ds ukrsA vkSj eSa x;k bZLV teZuhA

vkSj bZLV teZuh dk viuk Vwj iwjk djds My last stop was

in Berlin vkSj cfyZu ls okil vkuk Fkk eq>s HkkjrA eSaus vius

,EcslMj dks dgk Fkk fd eSa okil Hkkjr tkuk pkgrk gwaA ysfdu

eSa tkuk pkgrk gwa ,;j bf.M;k lsA vkSj vxj ;gka ls esjh

O;oLFkk djsa] eSa QzSadQVZ pyk tkmaxkA vkSj QzSadQVZ ls ,;j

bf.M;k dh Q~ykbV ys ywaxkA rks esjs ,EcslMj us dgk fd vki

vkxzg djasxs rks eSa izca/k djokmaxkA ysfdu eSa bl ckr dh vksj

vkidk /;ku fnykuk pkgwaxk fd vkids tks gksLV gSa] ftUgksaus

vkidks nkor nsdj ;gka cqyk;k gS] oks bl ckr dks ilan ugha

djsaxs fd vki cfyZu ls QzSadQVZ tk,aA oks bl ckr ij vkifRr

ugha djsaxs fd vki ;gka ls yanu pys tk,aA vki ;gka ls

,ElVjMe pys tk,aA ogka ls ,;j bf.M;k dh Q~ykbV ys ysaA

ysfdu cfyZu ls ogka tk,a] QzSadQVZ tk,a] oSLV teZuh tk,] ;s

ilan ugha djsaxsA bZLV teZuh ls eSa oSLV teZuh tkma] ;g ilan

ugha djsaxs ;s fLFkfr Fkh vkSj oks tks bl ckj eSa tc x;k Fkk eSus

bl ckr dk ftdz teZuh esa fd;k FkkA teZu fuea=.k esa x;k FkkA

nksuksa eas ,d lkFk x;k FkkA rc eSaus dgk fd fdruk ifjrZu gks

x;kA vkSj bruk ifjorZu vxj gks x;k gS rks nhun;ky th vkSj

jkeeuksgj yksfg;k us vizSy 1964 ds la;qDr oDrO; esa ftl

izdkj ds v[k.M Hkkjr dh dYiuk dh Fkh] oks lkdkj D;ksa ugha

gks ldrh \ vkSj oks cgqr lkjh phtsa gks jgha gSA vkSj oks phtas

,slh gSa fd ftlds vk/kkj ij eSa ekurk gwa eSaus vkidks dgk

csfjaxVu dh ckr eSaus oks iwjh ugha dhA oks csfjaxVu tc ;gka ij

vk,A esjh lkjh ckr lquh fd eSaus D;k D;k dgk]A mUgksaus fQj

dgk fd eSa vkils feyus ds fy, blfy, vk;k gwa fd eSa vkidks

;s dgus vk;k gwa fd esjk dfUoD”ku gS vkSj ikfdLrku esa Hkh ,d

lsD”ku gS byhV dkA ftldk ;s dfUoD”ku gS fd Hkkjr vkSj

ikfdLrku ds lEca/k lkekU; rc gksaxs tc ubZ fnYyh esa Hkkjrh;

turk ikVhZ dk “kklu vk,xkA This was said in 1990 by

a British Diplomat who understood both Pakistan

and India vkSj rc mUgksaus dgk] vkSj bu fnuksa esa tks MsoysiesaV~l
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gq, gSa] oks MsoysaiesaV~l fdl ckr ds izrhd gSa bl ckr dh vksj

ladsr djrs gSaA dkSu lksprk Fkk] fd ftl usrk us vkxjk esa

vkdj ds dgk] fd ;s tks vki vkxzg dj jgs gSa fd fy[kks fd

dkzWl&cksMZj VsfjfjT+e can gksxk] VsfjfjTe ugha gksxk] ogka VsfjfjTe

gS gh ughaA tEew dk”ehj esa tks dqN gks jgk gS] og rks vktknh

dk ;q) gSA vktknh dk tax gSA mldks VsfjfjTe D;ksa dgrs

gks \ vkSj mUgksaus vHkh vHkh iz/kkuea=h oktis;h ds bLykekckn

tkus ij muds lkFk feydj ds tks la;qDr oDrO; fn;k] mlesa

mUgksaus dgk fd tgka rd ikfdLrku dk loky gS ikfdLrku

viuh vksj ls opu nsrk gS fd og ifkdLrku ds fdlh Hkh fgLls

dks ;k ikfdLrku ds dCts esa fdlh Hkh Hkwfe dks mldk mi;ksx

vkradokn ds fy, ugha gksus nsxh vkSj gekjh rjQ ls tks rRijrk

vkxjk esa Fkh] mldks iz/kkuea=h us nksgjk;k fd ge le>rs gSa fd

gj leL;k dk gy ckrphr ls fudy ldrk gSA vkSj ml

ckrphr ds fy, ge rS;kj gSaA vkSj dEiksftV Mk;ykWx ds fy,

rS;kj gSaA dsoy ,d fo’k; ugha] lc fo’k;ksa ij Mk;ykWx djsaxsaA

bUDyqfMx n b”;w vkWQ tEew&,.M dk”ehjA tEew ,.M dk”ehj

ds loky ij Hkh ge ppkZ djasaxsA djasxs vkSj mlds dkj.k dqy

feykdj ds tSlk okrkoj.k cuk gS] ns”k Hkj esa cuk gS] ikfdLrku

esa cuk gS]A utek th ;gka cSBh gSaA utek th vHkh vHkh xbZ Fkha]

ikfdLrkuA vkSj oks crk jgha Fkh fd ogka ij fdruh ln~Hkkouk

gS vkSj fdruk mRlkg gS fd vc “kk;n leL;kvksa dk dqN gy

gks tk,xkA oSls rks ipkl ipkl lky iqjkuh leL;k,a mudks

vxj ;s lkspsa dksbZ fd vHkh {k.k esa gy gks tk,xk rks ,slk gksrk

ugha gSA mlls fujk”kk iSnk gksrh gSA blfy, cgqr T;knk vk”kk,a

tkfxzr djus dk Hkh esjk dksbZ bjknk ugha gSA ysfdu eSa ;s ekurk

gwa fd tks fo”ys’k.k mu fczfV”k fMIykseSV us nl lky igys

fd;k Fkk mlesa otu FkkA vkSj mUgksaus ml le; Hkh ckr djrs

djrs dgk fd phu vkSj vesfjdk ds lEca/k brus dVq Fks] ysfdu

muesa vxj lkSgknZ vk;k rks rc vk;k] tc fuDlu ogka ds

jk’Vªifr cusA ftl fuDlu ds ckjs esa ekuk tkrk Fkk fd lcls

T;knk dksbZ  Bitterly anti Communist gSa rks og fuDlu

gS vkSj lcls T;knk f[kykQ dksbZ phu ds gksxk vkSj QeksZlk ds

i{k esa gksxk rks oks fuDlu gksxkA ysfdu muds vkus ij fLFkfr

cnyhA eSa ekurk gwa fd bl izdkj dh iqLrdsa lgh fo”ys’k.k

djds] tSlk mUgksaus dgk] dk”khdj th us] vkWctsfDVo ,ukfyfll

djds bl lkjh cgl dks Bhd fn”kk esa vkxs c<+k,axs vkSj dqy

feykdj bf.M;k QLVZ QkmaMs”ku ftl y{; dks vius lkeus

j[kdj ds vkjEHk fd;k x;k gS] mldh iwfrZ djus esa ;g

lQy gksxkA
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It was a very pleasant occasion, pleasant visit of

mine, which enabled me to learn a lot and which

also gave me an opportunity of telling the people

in Pakistan that for the first time in many years

you have invited a person from India to inaugurate

the renovation and restoration of seven ancient

temples in Katas Raj. Katas Raj is about 50, 60

kilometres from Lahore. The belief is that

pandavas spent a part of their “agyatwas” there

and yaksha prashnas posed to Yudhishthir when

he went to take water from the pond was at Katas

Raj. That is the belief there. Therefore, they felt

that if this is done, every year there can be a Katas

Raj mela there, and in that mela, even this water

from the pond can be taken as sacred water. All

these things are there. This reminded me that on

the 11 th of August, 1947, Mohammed Ali Jinnah

in the Constituent Assembly had said, “Now that

Pakistan is formed, it is desirable that all of you

take this approach. Let the Hindus go to their

temples. Let the Muslims go to their mosques.

Everyone can go to his place of worship. And for

the State, you are all equal citizens of the State.”

Now, in the context of their inviting me to open

the Katas Raj temples, I recalled the speech which

was also drawn to my attention by Swami

Ranganathananda when I met him at the age of

96 in Belur Mutt. He asked me, if I had heard about

Extracts From The Speech delivered by Shri LK Advani in

 Parliament on July 26, 2005 about his Pak-visit
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Jinnah’s speech............. This was the approach

which made me to refer to the 11 th August speech

of Mohammed Ali Jinnah. I feel, there was nothing

wrong in that.

The fact is that I felt that the efforts of Vajpaye’s

Government were to bring India and Pakistan

closer and for six years he persisted with it. He

made three major attempts but all the while our

approach was that our Pakistan policy would have

two constituents, two components, two ingredients

-no compromise with cross border terrorism and

continuous efforts to bring about normalcy..............

We discussed that also when we discussed

terrorism but no compromise with that and at the

same time bring peace and normalcy with Pakistan.

I felt that this peace and normalcy with Pakistan

can be further strengthened if both in Bangladesh

as well as in Pakistan, there is no differentiation

between one religion and another. And what we

describe as secularism is adopted there also.





The Photographs printed at cover page, back cover and inside cover pages are from 

Katasraj Temples complex and hindu monuments of archaelogical importance. In the 

inset photo Shri L. K. Advani is shown inaugurating the renovation of Temples. 


