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Publisher's note

ssam has been on the boil for the last over three decades because of un

bridiedillegal infiltration of Bangladeshis. This has disturbed the demogra

phy of the State. Asaresult, in many districts of Assam, the ethnic popula-
tion has been turned into minority. The illegal migrants are a tax on the meager
natural resources of the people. They are depriving thelocal people of their avenues
of employment. Despitetheinfamous Nellie massacre on February 18, 1983 and the
Assam Accord signed in 1985, no serious efforts had been made to identify and
deport theillegal infiltrators. The Congress government had enacted the IMDT Act
1983 which made the detection and deportation of theillegal migrants all the more
difficult. The Supreme Court set asidethe IMDT Act as"unconstitutional” in 2005.
The Congress-led UPA then introduced the Foreigners Act which again was set
aside by the Supreme Court saying it wastrying to being back the IMDT Act through
the back door. Asthe Congressis banking on the votes of theseillegal migrants, for
political and electoral considerationsit isnot doing anything. Thisintransigence on
the part of UPA is squarely responsible for the eruption of riots between Bodos and
illegal Bangladeshisin July last. Congress and Congress aloneisresponsiblefor the
violence and the loss of innocent lives. It is still timeif the UPA actsright now.

We are publishing this booklet to make our readers understand the genesis of
the problem. We hope thiswill help our readers the most.

Separately, we are a so publishing the full text of the speeches of our leadersin
both houses of Parliament while taking part in the discussion on Assam riots.

Publisher,

Bharatiya Janata Party,
11, Ashok Road,

New Delhi - 110 001

August 2012
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Congress collusion in massive Bangladeshi
infiltration is the root cause of recurring

violence in Assam : Advani

Statement issued by Shri L.K. Advani on Assam riots on
31 July 2012 at a press conference in Guwahati

+ Appea to al parties for a national consensus on a four-point solution

¢ Treat the Assam problem as an Indian vs. Foreigner issue, and not as a
Hindu vs. Muslim issue

+ Prepare an updated National Register of Citizens (NRC) by deleting the
names of non-citizens from the voters’ list in Assam

¢ Uphold the non-violability of the tribal belts and blocks in Bodo areas

¢ Save Assam to Save India’'s unity and integrity in the North-East

| visited Kokrajhar and other violence-hit areas in the Bodo areas of Assam.
My heart goes to the victims of the recent violence. | convey my heartfelt
condolences to the families of those killed in the violent incidents, and also to the
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large number of people of who have been rendered homeless. | visited both Bodo
and non-Bodo relief camps.

| wholeheartedly agree with Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, who visited
Assam on July 28, that the riots that rocked Assam is a kalank (blot) on the face
of our nation. | also agree with him that the guilty must be punished.

However, | would urge the Prime Minister, the Congress president as well as
the Chief Minister of Assam to do some honest introspection on wherethereal guilt
lies. Firstly, isn’t the Congress government in the state guilty because of its criminal
delay in responding to the worsening situation in and around Kokrajhar, even
though there were plenty of clear indications of imminent conflicts? Secondly,
aren’'t the UPA government at the Centre and the Congress government in the
state also guilty because of their persistent, conscious and deliberateinactioninthe
face of theroot cause of the conflicts— namely, the massive influx of infiltration
of Bangladeshis into Assam, including in Bodo areas?

The answer to both questions is in the affirmative.

Therefore, the Congress deserves to be punished for its collusion in the
massive influx of illegal immigrants from Bangladesh, which has caused and
exacerbated three serious problems in Assam:

(a) the land problem; Indigenous Assamese people are losing control of their
land — Satra Land, forest land, grazing land and tribal land —, while illegal
Bangladeshis have embarked on a large-scale ‘land-grab’ policy;

(b) the ethnic problem; Bodos are feeling threatened that they would be
marginalised in their own lands,

(c) the problem of Assam’s population profile: the native residents of Assam
are feeling that they are being squeezed out and disempowered by the immigrant
population.

The combined effect of these three problemsisthe threat to India svery unity,
integrity and security. After all, the Supreme Court, inits July 2005 verdict which
struck down IMDT Act as “unconstitutional”, had warned that the large-scale
infiltration from Bangladesh constituted “ external aggression” against Assam. The
apex court had also urged the Central Government to take effective steps to stop
the influx of Bangladeshis. In the past seven years, the UPA government has done
nothing to honour the court’ s directive. Obvioudly, the Congress party’ s votebank
politics has triumphed over its weakening concern for India’ s unity and integrity.

I would like to refer here to some observations made by Shri H.S. Brahma,
Election Commissioner of India, from an article he wrotein the Indian Express on
July 28, 2012.

“The recent ethnic clashes between Hindu Bodos and Muslim immigrants,
which occurred in the Bodoland Territorial Autonomous Districts of lower Assam
(BTAD), were unfortunate. However, the clashes were not wholly unexpected.
The question that is generally asked is: why did it take a few decades to occur in
the first place? Assam has been virtually sitting on a huge tinderbox. ..It has been
alleged by knowledgeable personsthat out of the 27 districtsin Assam, 11 of them
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are going to be Muslim magjority districts once the 2011 census figures, religion-
wise, are published by the census authorities....The systematic grabbing of
government lands and the steady encroachment of denuded forest areas by illegal
immigrants and non-indigenous communities have created serious differences
among thelocal indigenous populations...Even the Election Commission of Indiais
not immune to this problem. It has to tackle the problem of D-Voters (doubtful
voters)... People who are found to beillegal migrants by these tribunals should be
deported. Unless this basic issue of illegal migration into the country is resolved,
the problem is bound to recur from time to time and in place to place.”

On behalf of the BJP and the NDA, | wish to make it categorically clear that
the problem that Assam isfacing is not a Hindu vs. Muslim conflict. Rather, it is
clearly a conflict between Indian nationals vs. foreigners. We believe that a
distinction must be made between native Muslims in Assam and foreigners who
have infiltrated into Assam and other parts of India. The latter cannot claim
protection, much less the same rights, as Indians, Hindu or Muslim, tribal or non-
tribal.

The time has come to find a durable and effective solution to the problem that
Assam has been recurrently facing, often in its violent anifestations. The solution,
in my view, has four elements:

Treat the Assam problem as an Indian vs. Foreigner issue, and not as a Hindu
vs. Muslim issue

Prepare an updated National Register of Citizens (NRC) by deleting the names
of non-citizens from the voters' list in Assam

Uphold the non-violability of the tribal belts and blocks in Bodo areas

Save Assam to Save India s unity and integrity in the North-East.

| appeal to the governments at the Centre and in Assam, as also all political
parties, to show a sense of urgency in creating a national consensus on the above-
mentioned four-point solution. B
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Communal Riots in Kokrajhar, Chirang and other districts of Lower Assam
BJP demands resignation of the
Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi

Statement issued by BJP National Vice President Smt. Bijoy Chakraborty
and BJP National General Secretary Smt. Kiran Maheshwari at
Guwahati on 25th July, 2012.

Appesl
Appeal to the people of different sections to maintain peace, harmony and
integrity and appeal to people not to heed to rumors.

BJP Demanded:
1. The Chief Minister of Assam should resign for his failure to control
law and order.

Publish the report of Justice S. Hague Commission (1996).

Culprits should bring to book.

Night curfew should be imposed in all the affected districts.
Sufficient security support in camps and other villages. Providing

ok wbd

Assam Riots — 2012 7



security support to those villagers who are willing to return home.
6. Give full protection to railway track and NHs.
7. Start train and bus services under police protection.

® The State Govt.ment has totally failed in tackling the communal riots in
Kokrajhar, Chirang and other districts of lower Assam.

® 5 dayson and after loss of many livesthereisstill no let-up in the communal
riots that has not only engulfed Bodoland Territorial Areas District (BTAD)
areas but is now also spreading to new areas and districts.

® [ear's growing that it might be several days before normalcy is restored in
trouble-torn areas with severe shortage of security forces.

® On24thJuly, 12 adelegation team of BJP sent by BJP National President Shri
Nitin Gadkari visited Chirang district under the leadership of the following;

1. Smt. Bijoya Chakraborty, MP & National Vice-President
2. Smt. Kiran Maheswari, National General Secretary, BJP
3. Dr. Pradip Thakuria, State General Secretary

4. Shri Manoranjan Das, MLA, Patacharkuchi LAC

5. Smt. Chikimiki Talukdar, State Mahila Morcha President
6. Shri R.P. Sarma, Senior Advocate & BJP leader

7. Shri Deba Kr. Saikia, RTI cell state Convenor, BJP

® On 25th July, 12 another team is proceeding to Kokrajhar district under the
leadership of the following

1. Shri Vijay Goel, National General Secretary, BJP
2. Shri Ajit Kr. Bhattacharjya, State General Secretary
3. Shri Dilip Moran, MLA, Doomdoma LAC
4. Shri Debashish Sur, Senior Advocate & BJP leader
5. Phanindra Nath Sarma, General Secy.(Org.)
6. Shri Ranjit Das, MLA, Sorbhog LAC
® \We have visited the trouble-torn areas of Chirang dist. yesterday and found
many lapses were there in respect of controlling law and order situation from
the government side. We have met SDO (Civil) of Bijni sub-division who told
us about shortage of security personnel to control the situation. On the same
day one Shri Narayan Das, S.D.P.O of Bijni tendered his resignation due to
failurein controlling the situation there.
® \Wevisited Dangsiarpara, Bhawraguri L.P. School where thousands of affected
people are there but no adequate security and relief materials from the
Govt.ment side. During our visit to relief camp at Bhawraguri, we met Minister

of Assam Siddique Ahmed, who was found helpless there because each and
everybody victim complained about their insurity and relief materials.
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® \Wevisited Bhalatol village where clashes |eft a Bodo teacher of Dakhin Bijni
M.V. School Babul Basumatary, 45 years old dead. We met his son Shri Pradip
Basumatary who cried helplessly in front of us. No Minister, no BTC council
member visited them.

® During our visit to the Bijni sub-division we met different organizations' leaders
viz. minority, All Assam Bodo Students Union (AABSU), AAKRASU (Koch-
Rajbonshi Students Union), Bengali Students Federation. Everybody wants
peace but the Chief Minister Shri Tarun Gogoi has totally failed in restoring
normalcy in the trouble-torn areas.

® People of the trouble-torn areas of Chirang and Bongaigaon districts | eft their
home (particularly Bodo, Koch Rajbonshi & other community) and move here
and there on the Highway for their shelter but no police personnel was found
there to help them. We complained in Manikpur Police station of Bongaigaon
district and requested them to help the victims forthwith.

® During our visit we have observed that only minority muslims have been
protected by the police, even night curfew was imposed in those areas on the
other hand, other communities -Bodo, Koch-Rajbongshi, assamese, Bengalis,
Adibashis were neither protected nor given any security by the Govt.ment of
Assam.

BJP demands:
® Wedemand immediate stepsto shield the International Border with Bangladesh
as well as borders of trouble-torn borders of Dhubri, Kokrajhar, Chirang,

Bongaogaon since the suspected illegal Bangladeshis are entering to creat new
violence in those areas.

® We appeal the Centra Govt.ment to deploy Army to take control of the
situation.

® Kokrghar riotsarereflective of theinefficiency of the Tarun Gogoi government
that has failed to ensure security to the common people so we demand
resignation of the Chief Minister forthwith. m
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A helpless, hopeless and hapless

government that is UPA
By Prabhat Jha

problem lie in the short-sighted policy of the Congress

which hasawayshad itseyewide openfor itsvotesand closed wherefor
theinterests of the nation wereinvolved. Congresshasbeen in power inAssam
for mogt of thetimeduring thelast 65 yearsand for morefifty yearsat the Centre.
Addedtothat isthefact that Dr. Manmohan SinghisthePrimeMinister for the
last over 8 yearsand isaRgyaSabhaMPfromAssamfor thelast 17 years(since
1995). Itisatributeto hisacumenthat during al these yearshe hasfound notime
to addressthe burning problem of Bangladeshi infiltration which hasbeen the
cause of recurring violencein the Statefor thelast about 30 years. Hundreds of
innocent Assamese, including illegal Bangladeshis, havelost their lifeinthesere-
curring violent incidentsevery now and then.

Eruption of violence between ethnic Bodo tribalsand theillegal Bangladeshis
inJuly 2012 has once again brought into focusthe problem of illegal Bangladeshi
infiltration.

Astotheproblem of illega Bangladeshi infiltration successive Congressgov-

T here is no denying the fact that the genesis of the Assam
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ernments, their Assam chief ministers, primeministersand union homeministers
haveadwaysbeeninthedenia mode. Although they havethefull informationfrom
their own officia sources, yet they wishtowithhold it from public becausetelling
thetruth meansexposing itsown self and itsfailureto tackle the problem head-on.
Not doing anything to prevent thisillegal migration from Bangladesh serves Con-
gresspolitical interestsin two ways. one, Congress has connived into granting
theseillegal migrantsration cardsand voter identity cardswho en bloc votefor it.
Thisisthe secret of successive Congressvictoriesin electionsin Assam. Two,
sncean overwheming mgority of theseillegd migrantsareMudims, hepingthem
earns Congressdividendsin other Statestoo whereit is seen asabenefactor of
Mudimcommunity.

Onewonderswhy doesthe Congress soul not pinch at the successivevio-
lenceandlossof thousandsof innocent livesbecauise of the unendinginfiltration by
Bangladeshis? Thegenesisof the problem liemuch earlier, but thethingscameto
aboil in 1978 when aby-el ection was necessitated by the death of the sitting
Member Hiralal Patwari inthe Mangaldoi Lok Sabha Constituency. During the
processof theeectionit was noticed that the e ectorate had grown phenomendl ly
(allegedly duetoillegal immigration). The All Assam Students Union (AASU)
demanded that the el ections be postponed till the names of "foreign national s
wereddeted fromtheéeectorad rolls. TheAASU subsequently launched an agita-
tionto compel the government to identify and expel immigrants.

Congressgovernment'sfailure to gauge the sentiment of the peopleonthe
issueledtotheinfamousNellie massacre on February 18, 1983 claiming 2,191
lives (unofficial figuresrun at more than 5,000) from 14 villages. Most of the
victimswerereported to be Bangladeshi infiltrators. Election to theAssam assem-
bly had to bedeferred. Finally, on August 15, 1985 thethen Prime Minister Rgjiv
Gandhi signed what isknown asthe Assam Accord with theleaders of theAll-
Assam Students Union (AASU) whichinvolved identification and deportation of
illega migrants. Election to the State assembly that followed put the political wing
of AASU, called Assam Gana Parishad (AGP) in power.

Earlier,in 1983 theIndiraGandhi government had enacted the lllegd Migrant
(Determination by Tribunals) Act 1983 whichwaschalengedinthe Court. It was
theright stand taken by the BJP-led NDA government in the Supreme Court that
finally ledtotheAct being declared "unconstitutional by the Supreme Court on
July 12, 2005. It held that the llegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act,
1983 and rules "has created the biggest hurdle and isthe main impediment or
barrier intheidentification and deportation of illega migrants.”

Thethree-judge Bench observed: "The presence of such alarge number of
illega migrantsfrom Bangladesh, which runsinto millions, isinfact anaggression
on the State of Assam and has also contributed significantly in causing serious
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internal disturbancesin the shape of insurgency of darming proportions.”

Thecourt, inits 114-pagejudgment, noted that this"aggresson” had madethe
life of the people of Assam "wholly insecure and the panic generated thereby had
crested fear psychoss." TheBench said thishampered thegrowth of Assam though
it had vast natural resources. Therest of the country viewed it asadisturbed area
and hencetherewere noinvestmentsor employment opportunities, givingriseto
insurgency.

Justice Mathur, writing thejudgment for the Bench, pointed out that theIMDT
Act and Ruleshad been so madethat innumerableand insurmountabledifficulties
were created inidentification and deportation of illega migrants. The Bench noted
that though enquirieswereinitiatedin 3,10,759 casesunder theIMDT Act, only
10,015 personsweredeclared illegal migrantsand only 1,481 illegal migrants
were physicaly expelled up toApril 30, 2000.

TheBench directed congtitution of fresh tribunalsunder the Foreigner (Tribu-
nals) Order, 1964. Blinded by itsvote bank palitics, thecourt directionfell onthe
deaf earsof the UPA government. Instead it brought inthe ForeignersAct which
againwasstruck down by the Supreme Court as"unconstitutiona”. For thelast
over six years UPA government issitting legs crossed for vote bank consider-
ations. Therecurring actsof violence can, therefore, be attributed to thisapathy of
the Congress Party. Had the Congress-led UPA risen above petty partisan politi-
cal considerations, the July 12 riots could have been avoided and preciouslives
saved.

In thewake of reign of terror let lose by the then Pakistan government in
Bangladesh whichwasthen known as East Pakistan, about 10 |akh people sought
refugeinindiain 1971. IndiraGovernment thenraised agreat hueand cry dl over
theworld. All of them were sent back on the birth of Bangladesh. But when
croresof Bangladeshisinfiltrated illegally in the samemanner, it makesnoripple
on themind of Congress. It has welcomed them with open arms as honoured
guestswith privileges morethan that en joyed by native citizensof Assam.

For political and el ectoral purposes, Congress continuesto harp on Gujarat
riots but, for the same considerations, it does not wish to take alesson from
Bhiwandi, 1984 anti-Sikhriots, Nellies, Kokrg har etc. Aslong asthe Congress-
led UPA government doesnot wake up to theredlity of thesituationintheinterests
of the nation themassacreslikethe Nellies, Kokrajhar etc. will continueto recur
every now and then devouring innocent lives.

Itistimeour PrimeMinister Dr. Manmohan Singh who representsAssamin

Rajya Sabhanot just shed crocodiletearsbut actsinright earnest. m
(Thewriter isthe Editor, Kamal Sandesh, Madhya Pradesh Sate
BJP President and a Rajya Sabha MP)
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Detect, delete and deport all
Bangladeshi infiltrators - Bhalyaji Joshi

to immediately detect all Bangladeshi infiltratorsliving in

different partsof thecountry, deletetheir namesfrom voters
listsand all other documents, which makethem Indian citizensand
deport them tothelevel that they donot return at all. In an exclusive
interview to Organiser Senior Correspondent Pramod Kumar, RSS
Sarkaryavah Shri Bhaiyaji Joshi said theinfiltratorshave posed a
gravethreat tonot only security of thecountry but alsoto social and
economic fabric of
thenation. Referring
to recent riots in
Assam, which
displaced lakhs of
people and claimed
the lives of many,
Shri Joshi said the
problem would not
beresolved until the [
roots of the conflict
i.e. the Bangladeshi
infiltrators, areremoved. Excer pts:.

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) stressed the need

What doyou think about the displacement of lakhsof peoplein Assam?

ThesdstuationinAssamisvery serious. The primereason of thisconflictislarge-
scaleinfiltration from Bangladesh. Theentire Kokrahar region wherethe
riots broke out has huge population of suchinfiltrators. Thereareregular
fightsthereover land. Theindigenouspeoplefed they arelosing control over
their own land, whiletheinfiltrators have embarked upon large-scaleland
grab. Itiswrong to giveit minority-majority or Hindu-Muslim colour. The
factisthat it isafight between the Bangladeshi infiltratorsand theorigina
inhabitants. The Bodo Vanvasisarevery agitated over it. Sincethe matter is
very senditive, thegovernment hasnot acted asresponsibly, asit should have
been. Wefed thesituation will not be controlled just with providing relief to
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thevictims, it needs eradication of theroot of the problem, whichisnothing
but theinfiltrators.

Do you say the problem will not be resolved until the infiltrators are
deported?

Yes. Thisistheonly solution. Any sovereign country hastheright to deport all
migrantswho infiltrateitslandillegdly. If the government wishesto provide
employment to someforeigners, it should be done only following the set
mechanism so that the foreigners do not take unfair advantage of the
congtitutional rightsgranted to the citizens. If theinfiltrators get themselves
enrolledinvoters list, obtain ration cardsand other documents, which prove
them Indian citizens, it should not betolerated. It also creates population
imbaance.

But theinfiltratorshavebeen obtaining thesefacilitieswith thehelp of a
section of Indian politicians. Secondly, all the effortsto deport such
immigrantshaveproved to befutilesofar?

The government does not have effective mechanism to detect, del ete and deport
theinfiltrators. Thereisadire needto first detect their names, then delete
them fromal documentsand then effectively deport totheleve that they do
not return at all. Until thereissincerework on thesefrontsthe problem will
continue. Such people cannot bealowed to crosslimitsin the country. India
must act swiftly and effectively onthisfront. Thepolicies, which areformul ated
only keeping inmind the political mileage, can never be beneficial for the
country.

Some fanatics have encr oached land in Delhi also and for cibly built an
structurethere. How doyou react onit?

Thistypeof incidentsarenot new. Thegovernment must takethe anguish of nationd
society onsuchissuesserioudly. It istheresponshbility of thegovernment to
curb any kind of illegal construction. If thestructure at SubhasPark isillegd,
it must beremoved forthwith. There should beno paliticsor commund divide
onit. Everybody should avoid giving it acommunal colour and developing
the atmosphere of conflict. At the sametime, the mentality of encroaching
land likethisshould be arrested effectively.

How istheresponsetothecountrywide protest recently conducted against
thelnterlocutors Report?

The countrywide protest was organised till thedistrict headquarters. Therewere
effective dharnas, protest meetings and demonstrationsand peoplein good
number attended them. Therewereimpressive protest meetingsin some of
themetro citieslike Mumbai, Bengal uru, Pune, Nagpur, Delhi, etc. These
protestshave effectively exposed theill-will of theInterlocutors. m
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UPA
Band-Aid
won't
heal
Assam

By Ram Jethmalani

Kokrghar, Chirang and Dhubri districts.
e standard routine, but not so operative procedureshavedl been completed
- visits by Prime Minister, Home Minister, Congress president to Kokrajhar,
announcements of compensation to the deceased and injured, promise of quick
relief tothehomeless, extraSpecia Centrd Assistance, etc. To ensurethat nothing
hasbeen forgotten, thelatest remedia measureannounced by the UPA government
isaCBI enquiry intotheAssam violence.

But Band-Aid can only heal the surface, and never theroots. Asexpected,
violencereturned soon after, and as| writethis piece, the death toll hasrisento
73. Curfews and flag marches have taken over Kokrajhar, Chirang and Dhubri
districts. | aminformed that the situationisfast turning into ahumanitarian crisis,
with acritical shortage of doctorsand medicine, the government obvioudy unable
to cope with the numbers, said to be around 2 lakh in refugee camps. Hunger,
diseaseand degth starethe campsin theface, andit should bethefirst priority for
the state government to addressthem with whatever assistancethey require.

The debate in Parliament has started, but we are yet to see whether the
government showsthewisdom of providing along-term solutionin protecting the
local populations, tribal, Muslim and Hindu, preventing massinfiltration from
Bangladesh, and protecting India's nationd interest, or whether it will continueits
drategy of fomenting minority politics, encouraging import of minority vote banks
throughillega migration of thedimenson of ademographicinvasion, at the cost of
subverting national interest, and the social stability of Assam. Itisdistressingto
notethat the UPA regime has shown the highest degree of communaisminitszea
to convert every incident possibleintoaMudim minority issue, so that it can bluff

V iolence returned to Assam as curfew and flag marches took over
h
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theminoritiesthat they a one can protect their interest. Fortunately, the UPA has
become so bankrupt in policy and wisdom, that they do not carry conviction with
theresponsibleand nationalist sectionsof our minority communities, whomthey
try and hoodwink with empty vote bank sops and gestures - be it preventing
Saman Rushdiefrom entering the Jaipur Literary Festival, promising quotasand
jobsthat were so patently unimplementablein the UP € ection campaign, that the
freebiesjust did not fool theminorities(and cost Rahul Gandhi quiteafew seatsin
theUPdectioninthebargain), or reversing the Shah Bano casejudgement. | think
that the Mudlimsof Indiahave caught on to the communal Congressgamethat
they arenot viewed asequd citizensby them, but only asaclutch of balot papers
and must be manipulated assuch.

The UPA should remember that Assamisaborder sate, andillega importation
of minority vote banks can be at grave peril to the nation. | am reminded of the
then Governor Assam Lieutenant Generd (Retd.) SK. Snhaswarningto President
K.R. Narayananin 1998, regarding the grave danger to I ndia's security fromthe
influx of illegal migrantsfrom Bangladesh.

Sinharightly argued that Pakistan has coveted Assam right from partition days,
aspart of East Pakistan, now Bangladesh. Even Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had his
coveting eyesonAssam. Sinhawarned in hisreport, "No matter how friendly our
relationswith Bangladesh, we canill-afford toignorethe dangersinherentina
demographicinvasionfromthat country.” Sinhawith hismilitary experiencewas
deeply concerned about the vulnerability of the" chicken neck corridor connecting
mainland Indiawithitsnortheastern region. If cut off, it would completely isolate
theregion. Hefeared that theinflux of illegal migrantswasturning Lower Assam
digtricts, particularly Dhubri and Goal para, into aMuslim-mgjority region, and
that it would beonly amatter of timebeforethey demanded merger with Bangladesh
aspart of a"Greater Bangladesh project”. "Theloss of Lower Assamwill sever
the entireland mass of the northeast from therest of Indiaand therich natural
resourcesof that region will belost to the nation,” warned Sinha's sagereport.

How right hewas. Censusfigures substantiate the demographicinvasion, but
the UPA government continuesto seeit asalocal law and order problem. It
shows no serious concern or priority to evenimplement the Assam Accord of
1985, inwhichthethen PrimeMinister Rgjiv Gandhi agreed that thoseimmigrants
who cameto the state from Bangladesh till 1966 will be given citizenship, those
who came between 1967 and 1971 will be only allowed to settle down but not
givenvoting rightsand those who entered after 1971 would be deported. And | et
it aso beknown to our minoritiesthat all Assamese, Muslims, tribalsand non-
Musdlimsloseout by theillegally imported vote banksfor jobs, lands, and even, |
am informed, for entitlementsto national programmes, such asNREGA and
NRHM.
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| wonder what the opinion of our national security establishmentisregarding
thismassive demographicinvasion on our country. Stray infiltration happensat
every international border, but the organisedinfiltration of millionsof suchillega
immigrantsfrom ane ghbouring country wherel Sl and terrorist modulesareknown
to flourish, whose identity isnot on record, isaseriousthreat to our national
security. Lack of adequate concern and prompt countermeasures by government
constitutetreason against the Indian nation.

No one can contest that uncheckedillegad infiltration of such mammoth scale
ismgorly respons blefor degpening theethnic and religiouspolarisationin Assam.
The present state of denial of thisfact by the State and Central governmentswill
not only allow theissueto simmer further but will makeit moreinsolubleand
irreversble.

Most countrieshavelegd provisonsranging from detention, fines, deportation
andimprisonment against illegal migrants. Only inAssam arethey gifted witha
ration card, ajob, entry into the electora roll, and entitlement into NREGA and
NRHM.

Madam SoniaGandhi, president of theruling CongressParty, | am entitled to
ask: Isthisyour way of showing your gratitudeto India, which hasallowed youto
behavelikeitsuncrowned empress?

Courtesy :The Sunday Guardian
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Debate cause, not label,
of Assam riots

By Swapan Dasgupta

inan utterly grotesgue exercise: trying to ascertain whether the clashes
were‘communal’ or ‘ethnic’. The deliberationsalso had adefinite sub-
text. Inthehierarchy of repugnance, a‘communa’ riot wasunacceptablewhilean
‘ethnic’ conflict was somehow understandable. Inthepolitica context thismeant
that while the 2002 riots in Gujarat were beyond the pale, the cleansing of
communitiesfrom Kokrajhar and Dhubri were an outcome of askewed historical
processand, therefore, lessdamning.
Why thekilling of peopleon account of their religion should count asagreater
offence than the murder and dispossession of communities on account of their

I ast week, asone part of Assam burned, some TV channelswere engaged
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ethnicity remainsamystery to me. If the Gujarat Government isto be put inthe
dock for itsfailureto prevent the deaths of nearly athousand citizens, why should
theAssam Government’sfailureto prevent the dispossession of morethan alakh
people be construed asalesser offence?

Clearly, adebate centred on competitive cul pability isunliketo get usanywhere.
No one serioudly suggeststhat Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi sat back in
Guwahati and let dip thedogsof war. Theastute Gogoi, whoiswell versedinthe
art of comptitive politics— examinethe deftnesswith which hedeprived the BJP
of itsBengali Hindu voteinthe Barak Valley inthe 2011 Assembly el ection —
knowswhat ispermissblein democratic paliticsand what isnot. Without necessarily
exonerating him of the charge of adminigirativelaxity inresponding tothebrewing
troublesin Kokrajhar district, my guessisthat hefailed to anticipatethat atiny
gpark could lead to aprairiefire. Hemay have been guilty of migudgement and
tardinessbut hedid not plan last week’ sviolence.

Judging from hisaggressive responseto attacks on him by aclutch of MPs,
particularly hissuggestion that the Central forcestook their own sweet timeto
arriveintheaffected areas, | think that Gogoi isonly too awarethat asubstantia
section of Assamisn' t viewing the recent troubl esthrough the prism of compassion
alone. At therisk of over-statement, | would say that the more Gogoi isattacked
by ‘outsders , thegreater will be hispopularity among theindigenousAssamese.
The resemblance between his situation and that of another Chief Minister may
well inviteattention.

Cruel asit may sound, the dominant perceptionin Assamisthat Kokrajhar,
Dhubri and theother districtsof the undivided God pararegion wereliving onthe
edge, and that thiswas an explosion waiting to happen. That it happened asa
consequence of four Bodo activists being butcheredin May wasan incidental
detail. If not yesterday, the troubleswoul d have happened tomorrow.

Theextent to which last week’s clashes were aconsequence of unattended
problemshasbeen spdt out by Election Commissioner MSBrahma(writinginhis
personal capacity) inIndian Express. Brahmahasargued that the* present ethnic
clashes between the two communities can be directly attributed to... illegal
immigrationintoAssam.” Theillega migrantsfrom Bangladesh have put pressure
onland, livelihood and opportunities. Moreimportant, they have contributedto a
sgnificant demographic change. Brahmawritesthat “ It hasbeen acknowledged. ...
that out of the 27 districtsin Assam, 11 of them aregoing to be Muslim mgority
digtrictsoncethe 2011 Censusfiguresare published...”

The past decade has al so seen thisdemographic change manifesting itself in
politics. Till 2006, the Congress owed its successto what was called theAli-
Coolie-Bengdli dliance. However, therise of the UMFA under Badruddin Ajmal
hasledto alarge-sca e exodus of Mudim votersfrom the Congress, to the extent
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that in the present Assembly UM FA hasgreater representation than theAGPand
BJP. Ajmal, who representsthe Muslim-majority Dhubri inthe Lok Sabhahas
mounted aspirited campaign for the abolition of the Bodo Tribal Council that
controlsland transfersand ownership in most of Kokrajhar. Hisassertionisthat
Bodos constitute only 27 per cent of the BTC area. Ajmal’s estimate may be
exaggerated but it suggeststhat even the heartland of the Bodoshaswitnessed a
staggering demographic shift whichisprovoking tension. Indeed, therearereports
that the present clashesmay witnessatransfer of population: Bangladeshi Mudims
to Dhubri, and Bodosto K okrajhar.

In2011, asUMFA grew morebelligerent, Gogoi altered the social coalition
behind the Congress. He successfully undercut both theAGPand BJP, hitherto
seen asthe main representatives of the Assamesein the BrahmaputraValey and
theBengali Hindusinthe Barak VValley. However, while he secured their electoral
backing, the Chief Minister isyet to act on thedisquiet of thosewho switched their
voteto the Congress. The demandsof the Bodosin Kokrg har mirror thedemands
made by therest of theindigenousA ssamese peoplesin other partsof the State.
Thedemand to do ‘ something’ about the demographicinvasion of Assamisall
pervasive.

Unfortunately, so skewedisthe public discoursein the metropolitan centres of
Indiathat illegal immigration hasbecomeafear that dare not speak itsname. No
wonder Assam nurturesaprofound sense of aienation.

We need to speak about theissues behind the clashes, and not fall back on

facile debates on whether the di sturbanceswere communal or ethnic. m
Courtesy : The Pioneer
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ILLEGAL BANGLADESHI INFILTRATION
A problem for the nation that is a salvation for Congress

By Amba Charan Vashishth

panacea for a problem. This is the stand it has been taking

throughout.

Itistherefusal of the Congressand its UPA government from seeing the
reality of theday that isstanding in theway of solving the country's problems,
perennia and chronic, eatinginto thevitasof thisnation.

Thelatest isthecommunal violencethat erupted in July 2012 in Kokrajhar in
Assam that |eft about 77 dead, many moreinjured, and rendering afew lakhs
homeless.

The Congressgovernment in Assam and UPA at the Centrerefuse to accept
what isvisibleto the naked eye: the continuing, unhinderedillegal migrationfrom
Bangladesh. It has never spoken with onevoice. Oneday it says something and
the next daysit deniesthe same altogether. Way back onApril 10, 1992 thethen
Assam Chief Minister Hiteshwar Saikiastated on thefloor of the assembly that
therewere'between two and threemillion' suchinfiltratorsin Assam. Hedisclosed
that 'inten out of the 13 digtricts of the state, ‘the presence of Bangladeshi infiltra-

I t looks the Congress thinks denying its very existence is the

-, G

Foil attempt of Bangladeshi
infiltrators to capture Assam !
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torshad contributed to anincreaseinthe population’.” A two-timechief minister
could not make a statement in the Assembly without having proper record and
proof with him. Hewas certainly not that irresponsible.

But immediately politicscameinto play. Thethreat of the Mudlim Forum, a
communal outfit by any standard, worked wonderson Saikia. Power appeared
to be more magnetic than the interests of the State and the nation. For electora
and political considerations, on June 7 the sameyear, addressing ameeting of the
All-Assam Minority Students Co-ordination Committee heclarified that "there
wasnot asingleillegal migrant inthe state." Which of the two statementswas
right? Both cannot betrue. One of thetwo certainly wasalie. Will the Congress
tell the nation which of thetwo Saikiastatementsiswrong? But the Congress
accepted thisvoltefacewith pride.

Further, IndiasHomeMiniger inthe United Front government, thelate Indrgjit
Gupta had disclosed in Parliament on May 6, 1997 that "therewere upwards of
tenmillionillegal Bangladeshi infiltratorswho havemade Indiatheir home'. Fur-
ther, thelate N Dixit, aForeign Secretary and National Security Advisor of India,
wrotein 2000: "We have definiteinformation that between sevento ninemillion
Bangladeshi foreign nationa shavenot only migrated illegally but also registered
into India." And an Indian Home Ministry estimate prepared in 2001 had said:
"Approximately, 150-170 lakh Bangladeshi infiltrators have crossed into India
illegdly snce1971."

Inawrittenreply aslateasMarch 21, 2011 the Minister of Statefor Home
AffairsMullappally Ramachandran admitted "reports of Bangladeshi nationals
having settledin Indiawithout valid travel documents. Asentry of such Bangladeshi
nationalsinto the country isclandestineand surreptitious, itisnot possibleto have
acorrect estimate of suchillegal immigrantsliving inthe country. A number of
Bangladeshi nationalswho have entered into the country on valid travel docu-
ments have been found to be overstaying. Asper information available, 28,667
Bangladeshi nationalswerefound to be overstaying ason December 31, 2010."
Further, the same Ramachandran in 2011 had said that "almost 1.4 millionillegal
Bangladeshishave migrated to Indiaover the past decadeaone’. Butinhisreply
to an unstarred question on July 14, 2004 the then Minister of Statefor Home
Sriprakash Jaiswal had stated that out of 1,20,53,950i1legal Bangladeshi infiltra-
torsall over India, 50,00,000 Bangladeshiswere present inAssam aloneason
December 31, 2001. But Home Minister P. Chidambaram callsthesefiguresas
just"estimates’. Then doesit mean that what thetwo Ministersof Statefor Home
Affairs had stated in Parliament was not on the basis of record but just "esti-
mates'? Doesit behove aresponsible person holding such poststo do so? Why
did the Home Minister not take the ministers of State to task for giving exact
figureswhich Chidambaram cdls"estimates'?
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Thethen Governor of Assam, General S. K. Sinha, in hisreport to the Presi-
dent of Indiain 1998 had "warned that if the present trendsare not arrested, the
indigenous peopl e of Assam would be reduced to aminority and theremay, in
course of time, beademand for themerger of Muslim-dominated bordering dis-
trictswith Bangladesh". Governor'sreport caledtheinfiltrationa”national threat”.
Further, on July 23, 1998 the Guwahati High Court had said that "Bangladeshis
have becomekingmakesinAssam". Theinferenceisobvious.

According to areport, about 30,000 Bangladeshi illegd migrants, mostly Mus-
lims infiltrateinto Indiaevery month. Another report says, Bangladesh'sper capita
incomeis $348 and Indias almost double at $1527 and that isthe attraction for
Bangladeshisillegdly enteringtheregion every day. Should thel ndiansbemadeto pay
throughtheir nosefor themisery intheneighbouring countries?

TheBangladeshi infiltration problem isanother instance of failure of govern-
ment to act. Union government itself admitsthat asthe Indo-Bangladesh border
areporous, itisnot possibleto exerciseutmost vigil and prevent illegd infiltration.
What can you say when agovernment itself admitsitsfailure and hel plessness?

TheAssam violencethistime hasanother angle. Whenever ariot takes place
or terroristsstrikein any part of the country, the HomeMinistry isquick to say that
it had sent awarning in advance, particularly when the Stateisnot ruled by Con-
gress. When Home Ministry madethisclaim, the Congresschief minister Tarun
Gogoi wasquick todeny it. Further, healleged that when herequested for army to
be deployed in theriot-affected area, for about three daysthe defence ministry
did not act.

Further, therift within theAssam cabinet hasa so been attributed to have been
oneof thecausesof theriots. Chief Minister Gogoi hasaccused oneof hisminis-
ters,aMudim, trying to overthrow him.

Theredlity of thesituationisthat for political and electora purposes, Con-
gressisdeliberately trying to put the nationin dark about thereal situationinthe
North-Eadt, particularly Assam. Despitedl thefactsandfilesinits possessonand
all the sourcesof information at itscommand, UPA felgnsignorance about the
crux of the problem. It isjust aruse because not solving the problem earnsit
handsome electoral dividends. Therefore, except for shedding afew crocodile
tearsevery now and then, Congressisnot going to do anything, asit has sat over
thedirections of the Supreme Court for about 7 years. m

(The writer is the National Convener of Literature & Publications Cell of the BJP. )
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By Tathagata Roy

e must accept that Bangladeshi migration is the root cause of all
Wdisaffection inAssam. Unlessnicetiesare discarded and the task of

identifying and expelling foreignerstaken up, Assamwill continueto
seeriotslikelast week'sexplosion

SowhereisKokrghar andwho livethere? Kokrg ahar isdistrict headquarters
townin'Lower Assam' (Namoni AkhominAssamese). Near Kokraghar themighty
river makesawideleftwardsright-angleturn, changingitsflow fromwestwardsto
southwardsbeforeit enters Bangladesh just below Dhuburi. Itisa so closetothe
border withWest Bengal'sK och Bihar district. Itstopography islikethat of any
river valley, plains sandwiched between the Bhutan Hima ayasand the Garo Hills
of Meghdaya Theplainsaredluvid, very fertile, wereheavily forested and were
the abode of the Bodos, aMongoloid tribal people, with nameslike Basumatary,
Narzary, Mahilary etc, and worshipping deitieswithin the Hindu pantheon.

In 1937, after thefirst el ection held under British oversight, Assam got itsfirst
Chief Miniger (then caled 'Premier’), Sir Syed M ohammed Sadullah, who decided
to'Grow more' by importing Bengali Mudlim cultivators, mostly fromthedistrict
of Mymensinghin East Bengal, just to the south-east of the present international
border near Dhuburi. He pursued an active policy of settling them on unoccupied
lands, especially thefertile char lands along the Brahmaputra, deforesting them
and cultivating them. The Bodosdid not serioudly mind, becausetherewasenough
land and to spare. Only the British understood what was going on (not that they
disapproved) and dubbed Sadullah's 'grow more' as more of a 'grow more
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Mohammedans. But they did not go public on thisand let thingstaketheir own
course.

Theinflux meanwhiletook theform of asteady stream and gradualy beganto
change the demographic composition of the place. It also continued after
Independence. Theimmigrants acted with great political sagacity andin every
censusreturned their mother tongue as'A ssamese' though most could not speak a
word of Assamese, using only theMymensingh dial ect of Bengdi (somuch sothat
these Muslims are still referred to as'Mymensinghias, as opposed to ethnic
Assamese Muslims called Goriyas, with whom the A ssamese do not have any
issue). Asaresult, the Assam Congress, themgjor palitica party inthe Statea so
did not mind. Not only weretheimmigrantsasolid vote bank for the Congress; at
thetimetherewastend on between A ssamese speskers (inhabiting the Brahmaputra
valley) and Bengali speakers (inhabiting the Barak valley) inthe state, and the
linguistic status returned by theimmigrants hel ped the Assamese who werethe
maority inthe Congress.

By the1970sthe Mudim popul ationin the state had swollento such proportions
asto render severd districtsMuslim-majority. Now theA ssamese people sat up
and took notice. The All-Assam Students' Union, and later the Assam Gana
Parishad, started the'anti-foreignersmovement which culminatedin thehorrendous
massacresof Gohpur and Néellie. Rgjiv Gandhi'sgovernment tried to manageit by
enacting an extraordinary pieceof legidation: thelllegal Migrants(Determination
by Tribunals) Act- IMDT law - until it was struck down by the Supreme Courtin
2005.

Ineffect, theIMDT law formalised an Assam exception to Indiascitizenship
lawsand gavelegitimacy to the questionable citizenship practicesprevaentin
Assam. By theend of 2006 the Indian Supreme Court intervened once again; this
timeto nullify the pre-el ection notificationsthat had brought back theIMDT law
by the back door. However, the most devastating judicial critique of citizenship
practicesin Assam so far isaJuly 2008 verdict of the Gauhati High Court. Ina
caseinvolving asmany as 61 peoplewho had been found to be ‘foreigners, the
court said that most of themwere ableto avoid " proceedingsagainst them aswel |
astheir deportation from India and that they have'incorporated their namesinthe
voters listson the basis of which they must have cast their votes'. One of them
with aPakistani passport even contested the State Assembly electionsin 1996.
Going further than any judicial opinion so far, the court said, 'large number of
Bangladeshis inthe state now play '‘amajor rolein electing the representatives
bothtothe L egidativeAssembly and Parliament and consequently, inthedecison-
making processtowardsbuilding thenation." Not mincing words, the court described
their politica influenceasthat of 'kingmakers.

That iswherethingsstand now. And with thingsthus, riotsof thetypethat the
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country has seenin Kokrajhar will be endemic. Theindigenousinhabitants of
Assam - an enormous pot-pourri of ethnic groupsthat areasvaried asthoseinthe
wholeof India, comprising Assamese caste Hindus, Ahoms, Assamese 'Goriya
Mudims, Bengdi Hindusof theBarak valey, and thelargevariety of plainstribas
likeBodos, Miris, Rabhas, Cacharis, Laungs, Mikirs, Dimasss, etc. - haveredised
that if the East Bengali immigrant Muslims continuesto grow in political stature
then oneday they will demand an Anschlusswith Bangladesh, and theresult would
be unmitigated disaster. They will therefore rebel - asthey have rebelled in
Kokraghar.

Astothe solution, thingsdo not look hopeful primarily because of thereason
that welndiansprefer to be palitically correct and pretend everythingisbhai-bhai.
Behindthis, of course, thereisthe solid red politik of vote banks, but thereisaso
our innate rel uctance to accept thetruth and go for the solution. Unlessthe disease
isdiagnosed and accepted as such, no question of any curecan arise. Thedisease
iswhat the Gauhati High Court had, without regard to political niceties, pointed
out. And the cure lies in deportation, or at least disenfranchisement, of the
immigrants. How thiswill be doneisthenext question. But let'snot jJump thegun

- let'saccept the solutionfirst. m (Courtesy: The Pioneer)
(The author is a former West Bengal BJP President and BJP National Executive Member)
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Assam riots: What leaves
Bodos angry and frustrated?

By Simantik Dowerah

hy are the Bodos on a short fuse all the time? As
Wanother conflagration sweeps across the Bodoland
districts—nearly 50 people have been killed and 170,000 rendered
homeesssofar inthelatest one—thetimeisapt torevisit the crux of the problem.

It'sunfortunate that thelargest and the oldest plaintribein Assamwith arich
cultura history would be known for conflictsonly. It hasindeed been atrouble-
torn history — the Bodos have found themselves at war with different people
fromtimetotimewith devastating resultsfor both sdesintheconflict. Their leaders
would say it isabout rights, not
aloneclamover land and local
resources.

“Itisnot landissuealone. It B
isdeprivation on severa fronts. §
Our areas remain
underdeveloped,” All Bodo
Students’ Union (ABSU) |
president Pramod Boro told
Firstpost from Kokrajhar over
telephone. He would not admit
that Bodos are prone to picking up fights. “With the Assamese and Bengali
populationwehaveled afairly peaceful life. In 1996, we had an ethnic clash with
theAdivasis. But | believethat it wasathird forcethat ignited thefire betweenthe
Santhalsand the Bodos,” Boro said.

TheBodo-Santhal conflict which brokeoutin May 1996 in Kokrajhar and
Gossaigaon resulted in the digplacement of over 250,000 people. Thefight Sarted
againin 1998 triggering another wave of exodusfrom both communities. In both
theconflicts, hundredslost their lives. During the dreaded 90s, militancy reached
itspeak in Bodoland, particularly in Kokra har district.

Itisno secret that Bodo militant groupslikethe National Democratic Front of
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Bodoland and Bodo Liberation Tigers Front used gun power to scare away non-
Bodo populationfrom Bodo areas. Thegroupsused forceto assert their dominance
inareaswherethey werein minority. TheAdivas CobraForce, the Santha militant
wing, wasborn out of therelentlessattack.

Boro, however, choseto differ. “ Theenquiry commission set up by the state
government to look into the Bodo-Santhal conflict never gaveitsreport. Soitis
wrong to blamethe Bodosfor the conflict. | still believethat some outsideforce
werebehind this. If you goto avillagetoday, you will find that both Bodos and
Santhal sare co-existing peacefully,” theABSU president said. Giventhehistory
of conflictsthisonly appearspartia truth. The Bodos have beenin fight against
Bengdistoo though it never escalated to unmanageablelevels.

Thelatest conflict involves Bangladeshi migrants. According to Bodo leaders,
therehasbeen large scaleinflux of illegal migrantstotheBodo districts. Theloca
populationisnow at therisk of turning into aminority. Theincreasing population
increases pressure on COMmMoN economic resources too, they maintain.
“Bangladeshisarefilling Assam every day. Thisisnot asecret... They would no
longer beaminority. They would be mgjority very soon. Bangladeshisarearea
threat.” Kameswar Brahma, president, Bodo SahityaSabha(BSS), agrees. When
therewould be pressure from external population, temperaturewill smmer, he
sad.

Anjai Daimari, convenor, Bodo National Conference, said, “Inthe80sand
90sthe Mudim population wasso less. Today theindigenouspopulationisfacing
athreat. Peoplenow say wearejust a20 percent of the population.”

Boro pointed out that new non-Bodo organi sationscoming outin BTAD areas
wereamatter of concern. “ These non-Bodo organisations are working against
theinterest of the Bodosand also the non-Bodos. They areinstigating asense of
insecurity among the non-Bodo populationin Bodo areas,” theABSU chief said.

Brahmablamed themessintheBodo areasdirectly onthe Centrd government.
“The Centre hasfailed to providerightsto the Bodos and Santhal s. Even though
we havethe Bodoland Territorial Areas District (BTAD) under the Bodoland
Territorial Council (BTC) itismoreor lesstoothless,” Brahmatold Firstpost.
“The state government isal so neglecting the Bodo areas. Had the BTC got full
administrativeand police power the present situation would not have escalated to
thisextent. Lack of executive power to the body worsened thesituation,” hesaid,
adding lack of opportunity and yearsof neglect have put the Bodosin astate of
distress.”

Both called for short and long term policiesto end the recurring violence.
“Thereisan urgent need toreview theentireinterna security scenarioinour aress.
Theentirelaw and order situation needs an eval uation and reorganisation to intil
confidenceamong people,” Borosaid. m (Courtesy : First Post)

Assam Riots — 2012 28



Assam riots: Fruits of living in
denial over Bangladesh influx

By Venky Vembu

ne of the red herrings being tossed around in the context

Oof the ongoing riots in Assam is that the Muslims who

attacked the Bodo tribalsand drove them out of their homesareinfact

Indians, and that it breakstheir bleeding riotous heartsto be branded Bangladeshi
SHtlers,

Asperverseasthat may sound, that claimisn’t an elaboratejustification for
theriotsastypical ‘boyswill beboys conduct. But it does represent another
effort to draw the curtain on thefundational problem that underliesboththelatest
riotsand the smmering tensionsin Assam and el sewherein the North East: the
problem of unchecked infiltration of Bangladeshisinto India

Preciseestimates of thenumber of illegal Bangladeshi immigrantsinndiaare
hard to come by but conservative officia estimatesput it at over 20 million. But
every attempt to raiseit asamatter of concern, and to point to the security and
other socid perilsthat they comel adenwith have been met with cussed unwillingness
tofacethefacts.
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Lt Gen (Retd) SK Sinha, who served in the region and served as Assam
Governor following hisretirement, knowswhat it meansto raisethered flag of
warning. In 1998, as Governor, he sent areport to President KR Narayanan, in
which hewarned of agrave danger to India s security fromtheinflux of illegal
migrantsfrom Bangladesh.

Inthat report, Sinhahad pointed out that even asfar back as1947, Pakistan
wanted Assam incorporated in East Pakistan (as the eastern province that
subsequently became Bangladesh wasknown). Only the opposition of regiona
leadersthwarted that transfer, but the matter rankled with Pakistani leaderswho
equated it asadispute nearly asimportant asthe Kashmir dispute. Zulfikar Ali
Bhuttoisknownto have clamedthat Pakistan had “ very good clams’ over Assam
and some districts adjacent to East Pakistan.

Sinha sreport noted that even thefather of the Bangladeshi revolution, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, whom Indiahd pedtoliberate Bangladesh in1971, had expressed
acovetousdesirefor Assam, givenitsforest and mineral resources. “ No matter
how friendly our relationswith Bangladesh,” Sinhahad warned, “wecanill-afford
toignorethedangersinherent in ademographicinvasion fromthat country.”

For hisefforts, Sinhawas pill oried by the Congressand the CPM and accused
of stoking communal tension. Some 22 Congress MPswroteto the President
askingfor Sinha srecal.

Sinha'sconcerndl along, asamilitary strategi<t, wasthat thewholeof India's
north-easteren region was connected to therest of Indiaby a* chicken neck corder”
which, if cut off, would effectively isolate the region. Hefeared that the influx of
illegd migrantswasturninglower Assamdigtricts—particularly Dhubri and Godpara
—intoaMudim-majority region, and that it would beonly amatter of time before
they demanded merger with Bangladesh aspart of a’ Greater Bangladesh project’.
“Thelossof lower Assamwill sever theentireland massof the northeast fromthe
rest of Indiaand therich natural resourcesof that regionwill belost to thenation,”
Sinhahad observed.

In the decade and more since then, the plot has played out exactly as Sinha
has predicted, and has been borne out by Census statisticsover time, but most
political partieshave been blind to the security and socid threstsarising therefrom.

Theirony isthat thelndianMudimsinAssam, for dl their religiousaffinity with
theillegd Bangladeshi Mudimimmigrants, losejust asmuch fromtheinflux asthe
other native peopleof Assam. Theillegal immigrantscompetefor the samemanua
work —asrickshaw pullersand inthe construction and other industries. And being
somewhat more desperatefor jobs, they are considered moreindustrious. And if
they manageto procureillegal citizenship documentsin the black market, asoften
happens, they illegal immigrants even have accessto work under the NREGA
program and servicesunder the Nationa Rural Health Mission.
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Yet, political partiesarereluctant to so much ashave an honest conversation
onthisissue.

On the other hand, the argument has been made that there may even bean
acceptableleve of illegal immigration from Bangladesh on the ground that they
add to the cheap labour pool inIndia. Thisargument isspeciouson at |east two
counts. For one, Indiaisn't exactly lacking inunskilled |abour force, giventhevast
numbersthat till livein abject poverty in both rural and urban areas. If it weren't
for rural employment guarantee schemesthat have driven wage priceinflation,
therewould still be an abundance of cheap labour. And now, illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants have even begun to accessthese schemesand health services, driving
up thecost of servicedelivery.

For another, evenif it san overdatement that every illegd immigrantisapotentid
security threet, the presenceof millionsof suchimmigrants—who effectively remain
off theradar of the officia agencies—isarecipefor disaster.

Evenif itisthe casethat theriotsin Kokrahar, which have since spread to
other districtswerenot directly perpetrated by illegal immigrants, their unchecked
entry inthemillionsover timehas played an undeniablerolein sharpening religious
and ethnic polarisationin Assam and other Statesin the northeastern region. To
liveincontinued denid over thiswill only stokethetensionsevenfurther.

Right now, theimmediate need isfor calm to berestored, but thelonger a
maturediscuss onontheunderlying problemisddayed, thebigger and more serious
willitget. m

(Courtesy : First Post)
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Assam Riots: How should India
deal with illegal migrants?

By Sanjay Chetia

throughout history. Migrantsfrom both sub-continent and from east were

accommodated and ass milated inthelarger Assamese society. For ingtance
Ahomswho ruled Assamfor over 600 yearswere descendantsof ethnic Tal people
from Burma. Assamiyaidentity crystallized during thelatter part of Ahomrulein
responseto Idamicincursionsfrom neighboring Benga. Ahomsinfact scored a
decigvevictory againg themarauding Mughd army in 1671. Thankstothepatronage
provided to Hinduism by later day Ahom Kings, many tribesdotting the complex
ethnic landscape of Assam were subsumedinto larger Hindu framework which
concomitantly and comfortably co-existed with an emerging Assamiyaidentity.
Linguistic conception of Assamese nationhood too played adecisiverolein
drengthening theidentity.

By thetimeIndiasecured independencein 1947, Assamwasaregionwitha
divergent demographic composition. Asacomplex cauldron of polyethinicities,
state had Ahoms, various hill tribes of Nagaland, Meghaaya and Mizoram,
indigenoustribeslike Bodosand Mising, migrantsfrom peninsular Indiabrought
by theBritishtowork inteaindustries, Skhslivinginvillagesnear Nowgaon since
pre-colonial eraand other migrantsfrom rest of Indiawho camefor trade and
mainly inhabited cities. That wasthetimewhen Indian nationhood asweknow it
cameinto being, and we became arepublic acoupleof yearslater. Not that it's
not common knowledge, but it’scentral to the debate aswe seek to demonstrate.

Thefirst wave of large-scale migration post-independencewasin 1971 —
about 10 million Bengdistook refugein Indiaduring theliberationwar of Bangladesh
as they were persecuted by erstwhile West-Pakistani Army. About 100,000
Chakmas, aminority Buddhist tribe, from the Chittagong Hill Tractsof Bangladesh,
fled erswhile Eagt Pakistan ascommund violencewasunleashed onthem. Chekmeas
faced oppression on grounds of religion and ethnicity at the hands of the East
Pakistan government. Over and above the migration caused by such cataclysmic
events, extraordinary population density and pressureonland in East Bengd also
contributed to themigration. Many of them never returned and started competing

I ikeany other region of India, Assam too has seen large scale migration
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with the nativeA ssamesefor |land and resources.

Not surprisingly thanksto theradical reshaping of religious, ethnic, linguistic
composition of the state, dueto thewhat now iscalled in popular narrative as
‘Illegd’ immigration’, Assamese started to agitate for deportation of Bangladeshi
refugeeturned immigrantsand the agitation reached itspeak during early 80s. 1t's
common knowledgethat theruling Congressstruck goldintermsof huge number
of assured votesintheform of grateful Bangladeshis. That wasone of thefirst
ingancesof Congress sperhgpshugdy successful experiment with votebank palitics
that entirelndiaisfamiliar withtoday.

Ruling Congtriedit’sbest to maintain statusquo asit suited them. It tried to
divideAssam by driving awedge between Bodosand Ahoms—it wasthe time
when demandfor aseparate” Bodoland” startedto emerge. Thehighly controversd
IMDT Act of 1983 was enacted that madeit near impossiblefor aBangladeshi
migrant to be deported from Assam. Under the Act, the onus of establishing
nationdity restsnot ontheillega migrant, not onthegovernment,but onanindividua
who had to pay afeetolodge acomplaint to astipul ated jurisdiction. It took 22
yearsfor the Supreme Court to repeal IMDT Act asun-constitutional in 2005.
Theeconomic disparity between Bangladesh and I ndiacoupled withagovernment
friendly toillegd immigrantsand acorrupt security force manning bordersensured
that large scaleimmigration continue unabated.

Assam agitation culminated in “Assam Accord” signed by the central
government and representatives of All Assam StudentsUnion. Thiswaslargely an
economic packageand along with Il1legal Migration Determination by Tribunal
(IMDT) Act, enacted two years before the accord, virtually regularizedillegal
migrantsfrom Bangladeshiswho migrated into Indiaup to March, 1971 and even
beyond. Peace was bought through afinancial package on onehand, and status-
guo prevailedintermsof accepting Bangladeshiswho migrated before March,
1971 aslndian citizenson the other. The vote bank was saved. Constitutionality
of such an accord between astudentsunion and centra govt wasnever questioned.

What followed wasrise of armed rebellion by United Liberation Front of
Assam demanding independence from India. UL FA becameyet another outfit
from North East asking for freedom from India, after National Socidist Council of
Nagaland and Mizo National Front. President’s rule ensued and AFSPA was
agopliedtoqudl the*militancy” . UL FA militancy wascontrolled by sustained military
action on onehand and riva militancy of outfitslike Nationa Democratic Front of
Bodoland and Muslim United Liberation Tigers of Assam etc. on the other. If
rumorsareto be believed the other outfitswere created and sponsored by state
ascounterweight to ULFA. How far isthat trueisanybody’sguess.

Theother consequence of Assam agitation and accord wasAll Assam Students
Union (AASU) deveopinginto afull-fledged politica party —Assam GanaParishad
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(AGP), first credible opposition to Congressin Assam, it had two, including a
partid tenure, cludess, lacking invision, andlargely unremarkabl etenuresasgovt
in the state. In the last elections Assam United Democratic Front (AUDF)
representing the now substantial Muslim popul ation of Assam overtook AGPto
becomethe second largest party after Congressin state assembly.

TheBangladeshi migrantswho cameasrefugeesinitially struggledto makea
living and gradually started competing for land and resourceswith villagesin
hinterland leading to violent clasheswith the nativestheworst of whichweare
witnessing in Kokrajhar that saw morethan 40 peoplekilled and closeto 200000
people mostly Bodos displaced from their home and rendered refugees.

Predictably, Congressisinthesamedeniad moderefusing to accept that 11legal
Bangladeshi Migrantsarethe source of problem and taking refuge behind Assam
Accord whichthey signed withAASU to legitimize Bangladeshi migrants. They
tend to be ably supported by the mainstream national mediathat hasover the
yearsbecome an gppendage of the state. Therest of Assamishelplesdy watching
fromthesidelinesasthe stateis till under AFSPA marked by heavy presence of
security forces. They nurtureahopethat Army/SFswill take care of the situation
and restoretheir rightsascitizens, asthey ought to havein normal circumstances.
Or maybethey have reconciled to vote bank politicswhichthey know isaredlity
they havetolivewith.

Assamaccordwhich | consder dubious(it legitimized millionsof Bangladeshi
immigrants who came in before 1971 instead of taking 1947, the year of
independence asthe only acceptable point of timeasit ought to havesince India
became Republic) isat the heart of the debate. The matter wastoo important to
be have been | eft it to an inexperienced students union and the ruling party to
decidethat it was merely an economic packagethat was needed for thestate. The
matter should have been decided at |east by the parliament after athorough nationa
level debate. If theissueof Citizenship and the Citizen'srightsover ForegnMigrants
isaregional issuethen by that stretch even theissue of Territorial Integrity should
alsobearegiona one.

Having said that, Bangladeshi migrantsarearedlity that we asanation must
acknowledge. The economic disparity we have with Bangladesh that drives
migration cannot be overlooked. We have to deal with them and decide the
approach wewant to take, should we confinethem to refugee camps—the gpproach
many countriestake, or alow themtolegitimately earn aliving asnon citizens—
likeinDubai for e.g. isacall the Nation hasto take collectively through parliament.

Certain amount of |abor migration from various countries comprising South
Asiaisto be expected for economic reason considering the disparity in the
economiesof various countries. So thefirst approach that involvesconfining all
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illegal migrantsto campsand treating them as convicts, even though it’ sthe most
popular method being used by thewestern world including USto dea withthe
issueof illegal migration, may not be practical or desirableinIndia’scase. Hence
the second approach of dlowing themtolegitimately stay, withlimited rights, and
earnaliving, knowing fully well thet they will competewith Indianlabours, increasing
supply inthelabor market, seemsto bethe best avail able alternative.

Havinginfiltratedinto India, illega migrantswould either head for citiesfor
jobs, or look for piecesof fertileland to own. Our Villagesareill equipped to
handle morethan handful of migrantsto help them asfarm handsor at odd jobs,
least of dl sharetheir agricultura landswith them. Citiesonthe other hand havea
voracious appetitefor labors, and they are better equipped than thevillagesin
termsof availability of sufficient policeforcetotakecareof law & order Situations,
utilities, and job opportunitiesto makeit possiblefor the migrantsto makealiving
without land ownership, the downside of whichisdriving down of wagesinthe
[abor market.

If we*must” have migrantsfrom other countries, wemust havethemincities
which are better equipped to handle them and their cosmopolitan nature reduces
friction between communitiesand provideasupport basefor variouscommunities,
which can not be expected from villages anywhere, and any attempt at forcing
villagesto accept and shareresourceswith foreign migrantswill lead to bloody
clashesthekind of whichweareseeingin Assam.

IMDT Act, enacted by theruling Cong in 1983 that replaced the Foreigner’s
Act of 1946, wasclearly driven by political agendaof vote bank. Supreme Court
declared the act unconstitutional in 2005, but 22 yearswere enough to changethe
demographic along with electoral landscape of Assam. Therightsof Scheduled
Tribeslike Bodosetc. and a so that of non-tribal villagersneed to protected at all
cost. And rightsof foreign migrants cannot be put on the same pedesta asthose of
ctizens.

Thereisnodearth of practical solutionsandideasasexpressed by theopinion
leaders, well informed and good intentioned people Like here (http://
in.news.yahoo.com/bl ogs/opi nions/beyond-bl ockade-key-mani pur-20100615-
010111-765.html) and here (http://storify.comvDaosabandit/ill ega-migration-issue-
tweeple-suggestions), which thanksto ademocratic social mediahave madeit
possiblefor peopleto expressand spread. Thanksto them arenewed and much
needed debate on anational level onthecrucia issueof how to deal with 11legal
Migration hasbeen set rolling which till now was sadly absent inthe main stream
media. Whatever bethe solution that emergesfrom the debate can only be better

than dubiousaccordsand flawed legidationslikeIMDT. m
(Courtesy : Center Right India)
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The illegal identity

By General Shankar Roychowdhury

immigrantsheavily favoursthe'illegd’
efundamenta doctrine, "themoreyou use, thelessyoulose’, ontheuse of
forcein masswasformulated prior to World War |1 by the German Panzer generd,
HeinzWilhem Guderian, amilitary geniusuniversdly reveredinmilitary circles.

Though it wasdevel opedin the context of high-intensity armoured warfarein
Europe, with variationsintime, spaceand local situations, the same principle can
be applicableto internal security situationsaswell when law, order and public
safety arerequired to berestored at the earliest, with minimum loss of lifeand
property.

Theparalesarenot asfar-fetched asthey may appear - the doctrine of mass
iscommon to both but requiresto beinterpreted appropriately. Internal security
or law and order are also operational situationswhich requirerapidinductionand
deployment of security forcesand administrativeresourcesinto the affected areas
in adequate strength, backed by determined political support.

Another cardina principleof internal security and law and order operations
which often goesby the board in emergency situationsisthat of minimumforce.
Whilethe use of force hasto be minimum, it should neverthelessbe commensurate
with theextent andintengity of thedisturbancesfor whichintervention hasbecome
necessary. It must be minimum but adequateto overwhelm disorder if possiblein
thevery initia stagesand literally stamp it out of existence, something aways
difficult toimmediately assess at very short notice and based on fragmentary
information. It isthus better to overreact in strength at the earliest and reduce
forcelevel ssubsequently rather thanthereverse.

Intervention in adequate strength is precisely what does not seem to have
happened when dedling with the recent outbreak of violencein Kokrajhar, Assam,
between tribal Bodos and immigrants with a predominantly Bangladeshi
background. It wasaclash of ethnicitieswith communal overtones, combiningthe
worst aspectsof al contingencies.

Theflawed andincredibly unwieldy procedurefor identification of illegal
h
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Theprimary responsibility of preventing and controllinginternal disturbances
isawaysthat of the state government concerned, which hasto bethefirst to
respond duetoitsproximity to the situation. Failuresreflect either incompetence
or disengagement onthepart of thelocal adminigtration andthepalitical leadership
at state level. If Kokragjhar istaken asatypical casein point, then the entire
responsibility hasto be borne by the government of Assam. Chief minister Tarun
Gogoi's petulancein berating the Centre for inadequateintelligenceistotally
unacceptable, becauselocd inteligenceistheresponsbility of state governments
whoseagenciesare expected toremainintouchwithlocal stuationsand beaware
of their possiblefalout withinthe state.

However, Mr Gogoi's comments in the matter of delayed dispatch and
inadequate strength of Central reinforcements are more understandabl e, though
the Centre, too, may haveitsown case here. With large areas of the country ona
dow bail duetoinsurgency, terrorism, volatile bordersand deteriorating law and
order situations, uncommitted reserves of Central police and paramilitary forces
have wound down to inadequate level sto rush reinforcementsfor every fresh
outbreak. In the case of Kokrajhar, Central forceswererequired to be swept up
fromal cornersof the country, many from ongoing deployments, and re-assigned
to Kokrahar and other affected districts of Assam. Transportationislaborious
becausetherail routeisfar from being thefastest means of movement. Thetime
haslong arrived to use air asthe primary mode of transport for at least theinitial
contingentsto the zone of deployment with the balance following on by other
modes of transportation. Direct "heliborne operations' into specific points of
intervention haveto be seriously considered asaroutine requirement.

However, theinevitablepolitica muddinging and verba catfightsbetweenthe
government and the Opposition tend to sidetrack and obscure (often by design)
themuch larger and contentiousissue highlighted by the Kokrajhar clashes- that
of thelong-runningillegd influx from Bangladesh, particularly intotheeastern tates
of India, where Assam has aways been amongst the most afflicted. Itisahighly
painful and volatile political sorethat refusesto heal because of vested interests
amongs thelndian politicd classwho aretheattending physicians. Politicd interests
have awaysbeen held paramount to win and retain the support of sectionsof the
population at the ball ot box even at the cost of nationa security. Thestateleadership
of Assam under the present dispensation cannot clamto beany different.

Asindl other agpects, identification of illega migrantsfrom Bangladeshaong
thelndo-Bangladesh border inAssam aswell asin Tripuraand West Bengal has
been reduced to agigantic farce. Mizoram, with itsdistinctivetribal society, has
succeeded to some extent in keeping illega migrantsfrom Bangladesh at bay, but
here, too, thewater has started seeping in through the dykes. To beginwithisthe
flawed and incredibly unwieldy procedure of identification, which heavily favours
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the"illegd" abinitio, and under which the bonafidesof individual sunder scrutiny
are accepted as genuine, leaving the burden of proving otherwise on the state.
Thisisanimpossibletask, given the non-existent persona documentation and
official record-keeping. It isimpossibleto ascertain identities along the porous
borders of Assam. Angry outbursts from local communities, aswitnessed in
Kokrg har, aretheresult of frustrated exasperation and areindicatorsof aworsening
gtuation.

Thesequenceof eventsin most such outbreaksrepeatsthe commonalities. To
beginwith, adminigtrativeauthoritiesroutindy daimthet they hedlittleor nowarning
of any imminent violence, which often devel opsfromincidentsasabsurdly trivia
asacollison betweentwo cyclistsor bargaining over thepriceof groceries. Police
resourcesat thelocal level areinvariably inadequate for such sudden outbreaks,
whichindicatesasocio-cultura and socio-economic environment latent with hair-
trigger tensonsevenineveryday activities.

The police and administration are bel eaguered everywhere and need to be
provided the resources and | eadership capable of reacting at short notice. Thisis
themain lesson of Kokrajhar and we need to take aseriousnote of it. m

(The writer is a former Chief of Army Staff and a former member of Parliament)
Courtesy :The Asian Age
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Silent Invasion

By Prakash Nanda

that checkingillegd migrationfrom Bangladeshisamgor chdlenge* consdering

the porous nature of theinternational border”. But then, itisonly one part of
the story. Here, the government wants usto convey that it istrying its best to
check theillegal immigration, but that isproving to beadifficult task giventhe
nature of theborder that features*riverineareas, hillsandjungles’. But then, there
isanother part of the story which the present UPA government doesnot say fully.
Andthat isthefact that it isafraid of taking any remedial measures, let alone
preventive steps, in deporting back the“illegal Bangladeshis™ inIndia

Inawritten reply inthe RgyaSabhaon March 21, 2012, Minister of Statefor
HomeAffairsMullappally Ramachandran said: “ Therearereportsof Bangladeshi
nationashaving settled in Indiawithout vaid travel documents. Asentry of such
Bangladeshi nationalsinto the country isclandestine and surreptitious, it isnot

I nitslatest“ Annual Report”, theMinistry of HomeAffairs(MHA) hasadmitted
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possibleto haveacorrect estimate of suchillegal immigrantsliving inthecountry.
A number of Bangladeshi national swho have entered into the country onvalid
travel documentshave beenfound to beoverstaying. Asper information available,
28,667 Bangladeshi nationa swerefound to be overstaying ason December 31,
2010.”

What about the number of those Bangladeshiswho have enteredillegally?
Here, the UPA government is prevaricating. For instance, Ramachandran was
quoted ashaving said sometimein 2011 that “amost 1.4-millionillegal Bangladeshis
have migrated to India over the past decade alone”. But Home Minister P
Chidambaram hassuggested on many occas onsthat thereisno officia number of
theillegal Bangladeshisand that the cited numbersareonly “ estimates’. And this
despitethefact that on July 14, 2004, inreply to anunstarred questionin Parliament,
thethen Union Minigter of Statefor Home Shriprakash Jaiswa had stated that out
of 1,20,53,950illegd Bangladeshi infiltratorsall over India, 50,00,000 Bangladeshi
were present in Assam aone ason December 31, 2001. West Bengal topped the
listwith 57, 00,000 Bangladeshis. Thefigureswerebased on Intelligence Bureau
reports’.

Another IndianHomeMiniger, thelatelndrgjit Gupta(aveteran Communist),
had disclosed in Parliament on May 6, 1997, that “there were upwards of ten
millionillegal Bangladeshi infiltratorswho havemadeIndiatheir home’. Thelate
JN Dixit, aForeign Secretary and National Security Advisor of India, wrotein
2000: “Wehave definiteinformeation that between sevento ninemillion Bangladeshi
foreign nationalshave not only migratedillegally but also registered into India.”
AndanIndianHomeMinistry estimate prepared in 2001 had said: “ Approximetely,
150-1701akh Bangladeshi infiltratorshave crossedinto Indiaillegaly snce1971.”

My sources in the IB say that at present, there must be at least 30 to 40
millionsof illegal BangladeshisinIndia They haveslently invaded India, but our
“secular” government at the Centrewill have nothing to dowithit. And thisdespite
thefact that thethen Governor of Assam Lt. Gen (Retd.) SK Sinhahad authored
a“Report” in 1998 andtitledit“1llega MigrationintoAssam”. This“Report” was
submitted to the President of India. Init, the Governor “warned that if the present
trendsare not arrested, theindigenous peopl e of Assam would bereducedto a
minority and there may, in course of time, beademand for themerger of Mudim-
dominated bordering districtswith Bangladesh”. Governor’sreport called the
infiltration a“national threat”. Thisassessment, it isimportant to note, hasbeen
shared subsequently by the Assam High Court and the Supreme Court of India.

It may be noted herethat the Muslim populationin Assam in between 1971
and 1991 increased 77.42 per cent asagainst thefigure of 41.89 per cent by the
Hindus. In between 1991 and 2001, the corresponding figures were 29.3 per
cent for Muslimsand 14.95 for Hindus. It isnot surprising therefore that today,
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out of thetota 24 digrictsof Assam, six districtshave 60 per cent Mudim population
whileanother six have above 40 per cent of them. And, out of the 126 assembly
sedts, eection of 54 MLAs(Membersof LegidativeAssembly) dependsonthe
Mudimvotebank. And dl thishasbeen dueto theinflux of theillega immigrants
from neighbouring Bangladesh. Infact, thetrendissimilar inWest Bengal. In
between 1981 and 1991, the censusfigure showsthat the Muslim populationin
the staterose by 36.67 per cent asagainst that of 21.05 per cent of Hindus. And
in between 1991 and 2001, the corresponding figureswere 26.1 per cent for
Musdlimsand 14.26 per cent for Hindus.

Coming back to Assam, it isbecoming increasingly evident that because of
illegal Bangladeshi voters, thepolitical landscape of thestateisset for abig change.
Theillegal votersare about to not only poseaseriousthreat to the socio-cultural
identity and stability of the State, but may also bein aposition to form their
Government and havetheir own Chief Minigter. Thethreat wasclearly enunciated
when on July 23, 2008, the Guwahati High Court stated in a judgment:
“Bangladeshishave becomekingmakersinAssam.”

Whatever the reasons behind the huge number of Bangladeshi nationalsin
India, expertssay thet their overdl presencein the country, and theeast and northeest
regionsin particular, isshattering of the socio-economic baancein theregion, not
to speak of digtorting theregion’spalitics. lllegd immigrantsnot only occupy char
areasintheriverinebelt, but aso lead to the growth of unauthorised settlements
ongovernment lands, agricultural lands, grazing reservesand forest areas. They
compete with genuine Indiansfor jobs, thereby worsening the already serious
unemployment problem.

Besides, Indianintelligence officia shave often complained that Pakistan has
fished inthetroubled water in the sensethat it, with active grassroots- support of
Harakat ul-Jihad-1-1dami-Bangladesh (HUJI-B), Lashkar-e-Tayyabaand Jaish-
e-Mohammead (al arencotoriousfundamentalist terrorist outfitsin SouthAsa), has
used its“agents’ under the guise of immigrantsto exacerbate the communal
disharmony between the Hindusand Mudlimsin parts of the country and promote
secessionigt- terrorist activities. Besides, many of theseimmigrantshaveindulged
insmuggling, trafficking, drug peddling, illegal cow smuggling and trans-border
gang robbery.

Interestingly, thereisa so alinkage betweenimmigration from Bangladeshand
thedivisonof BritishIndiain 1947. Thisisparticularly trueinthe case of Assam.
Therewere serious attempts at the time of partition to see that Assam went to
Pakistan, because always peopl e over-popul ated East Bengal (which became
part of Pakistan) had traditionally migrated to Assam for work. And thistrend
continued even after partition. So much so that theMudlim populationinAssam,
whichwasabout 190,00001n 1947, increased to about 360,0000 within 25 years
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of Independence by 1972. In 1971, Bangladesh emerged asasovereign nation
after liberation war against Pakistan with the help of Indian Army. But itsfirst
Prime Minister Shetkh Mujibur Rahman remained cong stent with hisviewsthat,
“without theinclusion of Assam the East Benga economy could not bebaanced”.

Infact, right since Pakistan’sinceptionin 1947, itsgeopolitical design has
been to promote“ Muslim expansionism” in Assam and balkanise Indiaon the
basisof religion. ZA Bhutto had spelt out thisdesign asfar back as1968. Thelate
PrimeMinister of Pakistan wrote about the geo-political aimsof Pakistanin his
book, The Myth of Independence. Heargued: “1t would bewrong to think that
Kashmir istheonly disputethat dividesIndiaand Pakistan, thoughitisundoubtedly
themost significant one, at least isnearly asimportant asthe Kashmir disputeis
that of ASSAM and somedistricts adjacent to East Pakistan.”

Itisnot that Indian politica leadership and officia sareunaware of the problem,
but then they, particularly the Congress (including Trinamool Congressof Mamata
Banerjee, now Chief Minister of West Bengd ) and the Communi sts, who between
them, have dominated the politics of West Bengal and Assam, have tended to
ignoreit, thereason being “votebank palitics . They haveeventried to circumvent
the Supreme Court which has struck down the Assam-specific IMDT (Illegal
Migration Determination Tribunal) Act. When Assam vote-bank politicsdictated
passage of the Foreigners (Tribuna sfor Assam) Order, 2006, the Supreme Court
struck it down again.

The courts say that Indiacannot have two different sets of lawsto detect
illega immigration. After al, the normal laws of the country say that the onus of
proving “citizenship” isalwayson the accused. But the UPA government wantsa
different law for Assam wherethe burden of proving thecitizenship or otherwise
restsontheaccuser andthepolice. Andit justifiesthisabsurdity (rather “illegdity”)
on groundsof providing “special protections’ against undue harassment to the
“minorities’.

What aperverselogic, whichisnothing but highly commund inasecular country

suchasours! =
Courtesy : UAI India
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Assam on a suicide course

By R N Ravi

have suffered the samefate and/or are missing and some 200,000 have
been rendered homelessin renewed bouts of ethnic violenceinalarge
swathe of lower Assam. Flamesareleaping in other areas. Chief minister Tarun
Gogoi has sternly warned the mi screants and threatened to unleash the might of
the state on them. Trueto hisknown reflex, he hasindented more troops and
money from hiscomrade-in-arms, Union homeminister PChidambaram, to“firmly”
dedl withthesituation. Severa digtrictsare under curfew and the police have been
issued shoot-at-sight orders. The Army has been called out asif its personnel
werein barracks!
Chidambaram, and, if not him, then certainly hisminionsfrom Delhi, would
descend on Assam, have closed-door confabulationswith their likein the state
government and commandersin uniform and, beforereturning to Delhi, would

Q SSAM isyet againinflames! Scoresaredead, many morearefearedto
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drop, for themedia's consumption, some beaming nuggets of confidencesuch as
the* situationisunder control” and “al would bewell soon”.

The scenario is all too familiar to anyone, even those having a nodding
acquaintancewith Assam. Only the sceneof carnage and victimsdiffer from case
to case. Such utterancesfrom theeminencesin De hi and Dispur arenot uncommon.
Thesewere heard when the Rabhas and Garos set againgt each other in Goa para
in 2011, when the Dimasasand Zemi Nagas gunned each other downin2009in
theNorth Cachar Hills, when the Rabhasand Mudimsclashed in 2008 in Goa para,
when the Bodosand Mudimsbutchered each other in2008in Uda guri-Darrang,
when Hindi-spesking migrant [abourerswereattacked in 2007 in central and upper
Assam, when the Dimasas and Karbis hacked each other inthehill districtsin
2005, and when minoritieswerewantonly targeted in lower Assamin 2004.

Onewondersat the quaint chemistry of these gentlemen who every timetell
the samebrazen liesand get agood night’s sleep unmindful of what happensto
haplessvictims. If only their consciencewerenot on rent!

Assam, hometo innumerabl e ethnic denominations, isarguably the most
heterogeneous statein India. Varied communities shared acommon spacein peace
for millennia, observing traditional protocolsof mutual engagement. Skirmishesof
graveintendty, in colonia and even post-colonia days, werefew and far between
until recent decades. First to rock the boat were migrantsfrom outside Assam,
mainly from Bangladesh, whose robust demography posed acrediblethreat tothe
natives, whofeared their growth would lead to the eventud loss of their ownership
of thestate.

They protested. Theidiomsof protestswere couched intermsof imminent
threatsto theidentity and culture of the natives. Such wasthe core narrative of the
AssamAgitation. Although the socio-psychol ogica impact of theAssamAgitation
has not been adequately assessed asyet and isapregnant subject for research, its
aftermath hasbeeninsdious. It radiated thelogic of preservation of identity and
cultureto theever-increasing number of constituent communitiesof thestate. The
fear of the migrants has morphed into fear of the neighbours. The seedsfor the
unravelling of Assam were planted.

Ironically, the state government, abetted by the Centre, instead of pursuing the
syncretic politicsof incluson— adrategy imperativefor thesurviva of anethnicaly
heterogeneous society — did thereverse. It stoked and cynically pandered tothe
politicsof ethno-exclusivism. Itsindiscreet acts and omissions accentuated the
latent fearsof the subatern communitiesand reinforced their apprehensionsof the
“others’. Some of them resorted to brutal ethnic cleansing. Egregiousviolence
against Adivasisin Kokrajhar district, lower Assam, in 1992, in which scores of
them werekilled and over 200,000 rendered homel essrefugees, wasan enterprise
inethnic cleansing. It wasrepeated in 1993-94 in the samedistrict against migrant
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Muslims. Inthese horrendous acts of carnagethe state government looked the
other way. Should onebe surprised if it soon led to the birth of armed militias
amongAdivasisand migrant Mudlimsfor protection, retribution and revenge?

Paliticsof ethno-exclusivism received aboost when thelate Hiteshwar Saikia,
then chief minister of Assam, created six ethnicity-based autonomous councils
through actsof the statelegidaturein 1995 on the eve of the assembly elections,
apparently to reap electora dividends. Hislegacy isbeing vigoroudy carried on
by Tarun Gogoi. The controversial Bodo Accordin 2003, presided over by him,
gaveatoxictwist tothe politics of ethno-exclusivismwith far reaching sinister
implicationsfor thestability and integrity of Assam. Theaccord, inorder “tofulfill
the aspirationsof the Bodo peopl€’, created an autonomousterritoria council in
form and substance that was nothing short of asubversion of the benign spirit of
the Sixth Schedule.

The Sixth Schedule, asincorporated in the Constitution, was an audacious
experiment in the democratic devol ution of governance of aspecified territory
through an autonomousterritorial council with considerablelegidative, executive
andjudicial mandates. It did not sti pulate any discrimination among theresidents
of the specifiedterritory onany ground whatsoever. All resdentshad equd political
rights, irrespectiveof their ethnicities. The Bodoland Territorial Council upended
theprincipleof equdity andintroduced asinister provision of discriminationamong
the denizens. Of the 40 elected seatsin the council, it reserved 30 for the Bodos.
Suchameasureisnot only ingdiousin principlebut isegregioudy iniquitousasthe
minority Bodosacquired adisproportionate majority sharein political power. No
wonder the BTC has kept neither the Bodos nor the others at peace since then.
Gogoi in 2005, withtheAssembly dectionsduethefollowing year, did arepesat of
1995 and created, asif with vengeance on Assam, 14 autonomousand devel opment
councilsaong ethnicity lines. Oneof these councilswasfor Thengal Kacharis, a
amdl community of afew thousand, who until then bel onged to the Sonowa Kachari
family. Thefact that their habitat fall sin Titabor congtituency of Gogoi was perhaps
potent enough to merit acouncil for them. Thisisaclassicillustration of cynical
invention and accentuation of identity through amoebic multiplication of anexisting
one. Needlessto say, each of these ethnicity-based councils has created many
more disgruntled communitieswho, out of rancour and asense of iniquity, are
raring for afight.

Gogoi, inhismacho pursuit of thepoliticsof ethno-exclusivism, changed the
morethan century-old politicaly neutral nameof the North Cachar Hillsdistrictto
ahighly controversial and politically fraught DimaHasaoin 2011. It symbolises
the pre-eminenceof the Dimasacommunity. It wasdone— intheteeth of opposition
fromthe magjority of thedistrict’spopulation and a so sane elementsamong the
Dimasas, who constitute barely 34 per cent of the population — to appease a

Assam Riots — 2012 45



militiagroup consdered asurrogate of the state. Thevery next day of thedecision
on name change, some new non-Dimasa ethnic militiaswere born. With their
sporadic violent protests, they arekeeping theregionrestive.

Assamissdtraining at the seamsof innumerable ethnicities. It isapowder keg
and the powder isrendered ever dry by thedivisive paliticsof ethno-exclusivism.
A smdl spark anywhereisenoughtotrigger an explosion. Thecurrent conflagration
raging through lower Assamisadirect fallout of this. It may be subdued using
overwhelming force, but it will beatemporary respite only to erupt again soon,
with nolessvirulence. To survive, Assam urgently needsthe healing therapy of
inclusive politics. But with the state and the Union governmentsin sync over
playing the opposite game, doesit haveachance?m

(The writer is a recently retired Special Director, Intelligence Bureau)
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IMDT Act is the biggest barrier to
deportation, says Supreme Court

The Supreme Court held that thelllega Migrants(Determination by Tribunals)
Act, 1983 and rules"has created the biggest hurdleand isthe mainimpediment or
barrier intheidentification and deportation of illega migrants.”

A three-judge Bench comprising Chief JusticeR.C. Lahoti, Justice GP. Mathur
and Justice PK. Balasubramanyan, which, on Tuesday, struck downtheIMDT
Act asuncongtitutional, observed: " The presence of such alargenumber of illegal
migrantsfrom Bangladesh, which runsinto millions, isinfact an aggressononthe
State of Assam and hasalso contributed significantly in causing seriousinterna
disturbancesin the shape of insurgency of darming proportions.”

Thecourt, inits 114-pagejudgment, noted that this" aggression” had madethe
life of the people of Assam "wholly insecure and the panic generated thereby had
crested fear psychoss." TheBench said thishampered thegrowth of Assamthough
it had vast natural resources. Therest of the country viewed it asadisturbed area
and hencetherewere noinvestmentsor employment opportunities, givingriseto
insurgency.

Justice Mathur, writing thejudgment for the Bench, pointed out that theIMDT
Act and Ruleshad been so madethat innumerableand insurmountabledifficulties
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were created inidentification and deportation of illega migrants. The Bench noted
that though enquirieswereinitiatedin 3,10,759 casesunder theIMDT Act, only
10,015 personsweredeclared illegal migrantsand only 1,481 illegal migrants
were physicaly expelled up toApril 30, 2000.

This, theBench said, "comesto lessthan haf per cent of the casesinitiated.”
Onthecontrary in\West Benga, where ForeignersAct was applicable, 4,89,046
personswere deported between 1983 and November 1998, which wasalesser
period. ThustheIMDT Act "iscoming to theadvantage of suchillega migrantsas
any proceedingsinitiated against them amost entirely endsintheir favour, enables
them to have adocument having official sanctity to the effect that they are not
illegd migrants™

TheBenchsad"theIMDT Act and the Rulesclearly negatethe congtitutional
mandate contained in Article 355 of the Constitution, whereaduty hasbeen cast
upon the Union of Indiato protect every State against external aggression and
internal disturbance. The IMDT Act, which contravenes Article 355 of the
Condtitutionis, therefore, wholly unconstitutional and must be struck down."

Thejudgessadtheimpact of suchlarge-scdeillegd migrantsnot only affected
Assam but a so other north-eastern States as the route to these places passed
through Assam. The Bench said theinflux of Bangladeshi nationalsinto Assam
posed athreat to theintegrity and security of the north-eastern region.

Their presence had changed the demographic character of theregion andthe
locdl peopleof Assam had been reduced to astatusof minority in certain districts.
Thejudgessaid theenforcement of theIMDT Act had helped theillegal migrants
tostay inAssam. Theillegal migrantshad affected thelanguage, script and culture
of thelocal people. The Bench directed constitution of fresh tribunalsunder the

Foreigner (Tribunals) Order, 1964.
(Courtesy : The Hindu)
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TSR S ST, HagTal el § IFee el Tl FaeehR 9 dfad fohar Sy 37’ 37e!
T R fRTen S S 1979 & oy faumEe ge 89 A O d teeey A

Assam Riots — 2012 50



A ! 6 G & [T TIRTG T 1 SR Felal S6 ae foh fae il 1 7aar
T A B ST W] TR A TF b9 | 1 TR =

& qh ANl o TEA ool i wETee fufd § TR i STemarstt 1 udr el
Tl T8 Tk I ARG TH T3 & 9R H a1 & G o071 18 HIeR 1983 i ARl
% U S-St R Tk Biel | Wd Aeel!’ R & Siaerd | ged 98 TREeR
T T¥F S AT| TH T A H 2200 F 3Afersh AR AR TT A | 1983 F ool REER
3R 1979-85 & 3THH Qe 7 WHR 1 1985 H 3THH FH W LR A &
faw wser foran o) Tl 39 TWei § Sieee SAYSIfa 1 U @ SR
T9-freshre W faeiy e foon on, g o/ g H 1 arelt S iR &g TR 39
o R g0 e fowa @ik S99 givwa § & w2 Al &1 & ey 99|

21 S[EE 2007 1, HH HIE 7 SMETHASE TR i 79 IR THALH =i
F fan| 387 = off =@ S foh araRet § 9R §en | g9 (Sed ShHu’
g

Haited =A™ 7 I8 W 8l fh e TR Tl Il T Wl FHYS i Tk
% foT gumeeTt hed SaM =feq | fRT off, 213 STyentaa o1 i ra=nieh <9-fshmem
Tl g3, S R AR SRR & W™ g § off et T o) fara | et
T HIG-q AT TEHER 7 TEHE o 3w R g of T fohan 71 v ¥ fof i
I 912 % ifd YRA HI Thdl I STEvSd W el 89§ g% & ol

T F A9 T R Y AN TH SIS WS g ¥ IR qEUS T HR
10 9 eifyer Toell § SHwifers i feafd O @ § 98 T 1 S U & $T7aR
3w & 27 TSl § | 11 fSel § 7oled & SMUR W giem sgnd faer 39 e ¥

3TAY YAl SR IR-3THH TSRl g TR SHH W A §9 § Hesl
3R = & H gHie & HRU T o # TR Have a1 @ T )

IfS TIHR 36 HSe o TR €9 § YA 91edl § 01 39 STHH FHe] Tl Rd™
W focell 458 & €9 § o1 26, 7 TR 9% 36 feg-aam-gim qeR & ®9 H
| TR, 99 H TR Y § IR & A4 1 R AR 1 ST
TSI TR (THARET) TR AT N 3R T, TR 1 3798 JHUfSAl bl WRA
2 Y IR FeRTer S BT | S do <9 H o1y gHufodl it Yo aeen 1 R
eI 2 fe’ wt aned IR-9R B WA, Al oTHH § T2 SR q fohdt gEd S
M, A Fehal T T SR WET D T A | Fe T ¥ FHIG UL IRT HI Tkl
3R STEUEdl Hi L & fay el fedi ¥ SR ISH HM HLIM

Assam Riots — 2012 51



I8 HRART aTe1Rdl dorrar fA]fSrRN b1
ARGl & : OIO@MOI JTSATof!
3THA # IR-R Ao did3 @A bl hRuT ST bt

93 UATel W gHUs # B bl Hic-TMe W ol ¥ IR
o wAae W IS 31 WeAfd doflel bl STUleS

P uRdE I foRREl & qg8 ®I o™ HEn A WY, | TR feg M giem
7

P TEH H AN 1 T AR TR Fleh Aaqal gl § 37 Al & 91 &
fed smu S e @ §

P SIS SRl & SAfeart & AR sl W Sedl T bl WAl él e faa s

P WRA HI ThHd 3R YA H STESA hl T WWH & folu T80 1 9=
T T & HIHUER R 3 el sl # fedn genfaa saimehi <1 SR foman|

T hi e & ReR &l & 9fd 30 9 weryfa g1 H 37 @rf & 9ReRi & gfa

I 79§ HASH K BT g S 39 feTeh weed H AR M iR aSt e oS

Assam Riots — 2012 52



TR B M TN, el o TR oS, S Ued fifadi o S feRan

H gumEst 2. TR e, TS 28 S i o1 1 SR oA, ST 39 o
4 R ket & Fedd g fF o9 & <01 3R 39 % WY W Feldh ¢ | H TH! 39 916
¥ off wewd & for S 1 ST frer =t

TR off § gy, FEE A & WA-TY TEA & T § I I §
for 9 TAMER A THfaTTY e Sqd fh okd § S wEl &1 Yo g,
T i FHUH TWHR A HIHTER AR 3T 3y feorredt feafq 1 Gurem & <@
FR AW T foman §, Sk 39 o1 & Gobha a1 W@ & o6 god @ b §2 g5,
F1 g H T THR IR TF § HEF TR TIa1E i SIS 1 S gU arel sarehi
fed 3199 § SRR o 99 0 W gHYs W AR, SH FEehl, el gast
fafswaar s 61 <ot 7@ § 2

SHI HaTell 1 Sae SR ¥ |

TG, SRy & o2 T W T3 THUS | Wis-TM3 % fort g o1 = foert
afen, fors w0 orm § dF TR T T g o ad §

(T) fer =t T STHH o @ S SHA-E YfH, 57 i, =Xe SR st
Jfg W 21 B 1 § Safh TR dieh | A Seee a8 T W S gferr’
i Hifd § 92 gu 21

() Tt TR : SIS 39 A4 T WA TeHH H T © [ 9 SO S W
B I rEE & S|

(§T) 3T9H i THEAT ol TUIET Sht THET : 3TEH & o (ol 7eqd H ©
g fop styanfaEi 7 3 San fean ® iR &ESik & oo 7

T RIS T 3R YRd 1 Tehdl, @Sl IR & R U @l ¢ | Mfer 3=aay
TS F ST JATS 2005 & o, e 39 AEuHSIE Afufm &1 ¢ sraenfes
FAR e o AR et < off foF SeRy § 99 THE W gHis 7 oww & e
“aTEdt ST T WA Tl R T ¥ 1 STEdd e A e WHR W SE
foran o fo o8 IORRE 1 Ak & U gwESHRl wen S| fusel 9 a9 |
T TR A 3T & (39 &1 I0H & & fau 9 off 78 fFan 81 oif T,
HUE IS HT A Sk YoHIfd YR i Thdl IR TESA I SR HHSR TE T
T @R

H 9Ra & I g ot TE.UH. IeH g H T H fewforl w1 i fow
AT TR S IR 28 TJeTE, 2012 H1 Tfead THRHE H TH o # &t §- e
3TEH & dIeie &5 W el (Seiuel) | fog diel 3R giem styenfadi &
S B H gU S o gHiEgel 8 | gt 3 SO g8 e SFufad T8 91 S
T STHAR W IS S @ 7, T8 8: 39 FAeCl hl AR HAA H gq THI R A ?
s1om faemies feafa § ... gifad @t g0 et <1 @1 § fF 2011 &1 SEOM
% ¥4 & STUR W ke YR B SH & a1g 3789 # 27 et § 9 11 5 gfem
g T I 1 ST Ty oiR S ot et T ¥ T Wt g R Wert

Assam Riots — 2012 53



S g ol 9 3mSR Erell SFa & W gR-HR Fesl T % SR
T A STee] & st 7R 7a9g 991 & W@ €1 ¥Rl qo foh WA 1 g ST
off 79 aen ¥ fde 76 ¥ S8 € ded (59 Aqemarell @ 9 ®) & gHen @
Trae B | =t fS @l bl STaY STYardt uTe 39 arad 9 fga S =nfe |
T Tk T H ST TSGR T ST B Tl 2R IS HHE THI-THA WX, T3
e W T B @A

IS IR TASTT &t IR W, H w7 AR W e = fw svm fow wmen
A R @ 9% o oW gied faemg 78 €1 a8 vRdra Anient s faefrE
1 USRI ¢ | SR 9T © T 318 & oo e qouemE iR 318 3R IR & 31
it § 9 o7 foferdl & o= 98 2 =fen | oy guis TRaw SR 39 St
1 T TEl B Hehdt, S IR fewg a1 qoemE, snfeardt a1 iR snfeardt #1 faa
eI

3T THT S AT E el STFH YT 1 Teh T IR STEhRe quiee fshre
ST =fE ) B SR W EHIHE &% 9R a9 §
(1) o799 99E & RAE oM foefrl w1 qeg1 9wen s, 7 {6 fog o m qiem

T
(i) o/ H AFTREn] 1 T TS TR H¥eh Hagrl g § 37 ANl & AW gl
e wmd S A @ ¥

(iii) SEr gemeni & STfeardt & IR sl | oedl Tl sl YA el A T sy
(iv) 9RG &I Tl 3R YalcR i STESd I ST WWH & faq 31/8m a1 =g

H o TR 318 1 WKl iR el Uefass Talt & o7diet el § foh 3 30 952
T TefiRa 1 g9 gC I ¥ MU SR foagsl W U weufd 9A 1.

Assam Riots — 2012 54



3T¥HA bl 39a1 Sofl Faaesiich
febTor ARt

éﬂ%qwqaﬁﬁsﬁaﬂiwaﬁﬁmﬁwﬁ$qﬁwgﬁuﬁwaﬁ

STHHUIT hT ST oo k1 1@ §, Yol | ST S f&8 i 3T § gerehal W@l 1 W
T 3R g TRR Yhaeish ot W | 2R T 8 o &5 3R T0 TR TH TR &
e o fore forieR gev # S2 ¥ 1 318 & gt 3 9% T A 39 f&a &1 Sk
%5 TR T I8 hed gU WISl foh I s 7 THF I &1 9T Bt <t f&an =Rl et s
Hehdl o1 | 3T T8I TS S off Soiiel © W 79 H 310 WSah! 39 f&dn & fau s
TR SR ST i IERT AfTal It Ti 8 | AR <9 i TR § T8l TR &
T & qatd B O e § Sene st IRonedf Rd # ST 9 | W Sy i s &
39 ot ISt FE | RNt WA § € W@ T & | qehleid RRE §RRI A S arad
5 H FIE T T8 @ of | vRa § T8 T IRunfH & arenew # @ 1§ gateE oiR
Tfifeadi @ Hae T greh 9 W 9Rd B STUeThd S Ssiad & 3R IS i
GUIEAIST & RO AR H IRd § YEUS FT YIfd dedt & T | HIH WHR R
THUS T Gad SFeEl IR TSHIfdd el B IH Al 9 St Gureell &l qert |

Assam Riots — 2012 55



qqufadi o1 el T o1 T | iRt =R FfaseM SR STelrst o sheuel Tiet
F e I YRA & fovg oy | U TER & T4 § ITERT A IR Y |
aufed § &% smeyfe Rl & @y o @i | T wetdel Wel & HrEwd @i
sTfiendl off 3199 €9 9 YRA § SFTARY 9 Hel Tell I & T R § 9€! §& § of
M|

AR R T 9 YR § TFh 61 °F T Bie F Meranr S/ g 1 a8 et omam
& W TR & Sl ¥ | SRS qHUS ¥ it gefad & off 7 ¥ 1 39 & #i
SGEA 1 WEY B 98 T § | T G § I8l e 99 T SeAeei g &
FHRU TH &3 H HEW, IS, STEH T GREG S @l w =g wfand faumae
AT B 3T Sfean RS SHshies The A Tal F SIfHehter Hiel W fasr urd i ¥
T UIET YA ST YHUTSH! T TSIk TS o &9 H H1d HIdl ¢ 1 I8 s §
HTIG h1 e g ot T 1 STy FHufedi & o8 | qd gl R AR SgTe H T
iR &1 § | 3T U I SRy hi THR, FHglael T Ta qiehedi ek
TS 1 Had 99 foen T

319y YHUfoT Ted fRIfadi 1 SEIAN i § | J81 914 siiehd hial i 39 TR
TR TYRIE o9 A & | Toh 39 & | STHIH BRieHT Ual shosil il Seh! WerfHehar et
T e 1 gig & Wy @ 9 S e & G, JAagdl Ud 31 WA R
I T Flh TS H T 9 & | T Yeme off gEifedi o foeg e & |
TR Y1 § | 39 0@ R =l 318 & § araesit SJadfadl i s€l- St afear
9 T ¥ | et on & § smiehE, e, e, s s fovet o1 € 1 el W 9
YA o T H ST U9 ¥ | IFARel JHIfST Ush 9 Al & oS H o6l
YIS 9 | 79 H&A 9 18 § | STHAR T 5 61 i Tty | Q¥ & 3T 91 |
TAQIAT3T o1 H&AT § TR 1 9 1.5: &1 gfg el 7 | fohg 3199 H Hagranedi i gfg i
W14 W16 % T

31T i ST &1 T vaTaedl 1 ST SO TR ST Fehal § o 319 as 80
G 31feren SATHAT & AR S i g &1 ST T § | TR 2.5 716 SAfh Ted ol §
T T A ¥ 2feeh e TR A e © | TR AR STHH TR SR 5 WK & o
3T JIRIY T SR SR T 1 STHH & GRATH! 5 T AT T TR o W@ § 1
TE AR S RHA ST WHR TR qHY TR HRATE Tel HA 1| STRY-FARGT &
S 27T it difed SHa1 Ted & fou adet §ieHl Ud Wi & 9eR 96 fehe @
gl

feamre &l 8 ] T H ot Sgure TR T | STereelt gty sge e b e
T T HR] AT A | g 3T & B A e T & R e e O 3, R
3Y5Et T ! A H STH T eI I AR SIS B 1 TR foe e | feamra
&5 ¥ I WA | MRS IAE hieh ASHET T STHT &1 T | F TReh Feradn 3R
T T ST I 9 | foheg] 378 Tad o o TR YT a1 o o & | Jferd ot ot
IR T ot | & H R gfad stfushiE s e feen-fady @ fou u) g w

Assam Riots — 2012 56



T TRl U &l AT g | THH e TR faeHl drgert & W e 3f
TREVRTE A @ RT3 o | gfers sel o1 wHee <Aad ¥R W T 8 99 Sad
TS 9T Ted & @ § | ga-gfedi oafe st gRan df & Wi g | foheg i st=ra
T G & hIg gel oY TR foed €1 3 R0 ANRe 9! §EA § e i &l
forerT gUI ST Y7 1 SATaRul a1 3Tfueh T80 § foh foemes v wieg ot &9 8§ S0 9
TR | W A A & HA YA hT GRET T AR A A1 | foheg TRHR I &
IS 92 310 A1 9 g 93 W 2 | fEw & 30 ek died | Torid, g iR feeet &
< 1 1 Bre 5o ¥ 1 qaieet & e 1 UHAR A1 {91 Td STenmdaare 1 ofudi §
o T@l T | 319 JHUSHl & Hdl & et | Used SReSdl e W e S W ¥ | <A
% Ueh UWIE % STHH % JEIHH Td YFE ] Juifed &6 o Yool 1 3161 &
Tei forem | fearfa 61 T w Fafd w0 3 =R fatherar T sretehd! € | SRR SRt
1 S B T H1F T8 T3l 0 Foerery &1 & T el & R forie 1 e off
FHAT US| TG A N B TEHA AU fThHerdr bl THHR HY ARTIA <A i
Sfenar fe@mt ? fEan w1 w9 W Ak | fferdr & 0 wgl o1g Tsifae O ot
TE T 2 ST | 31T 313 FEUTSA bl aTad IS & YA el fhT ST | STeesr 9
T YUl HTHT R ARERT ST HAd <Rl ohi ST STRER el TR] i ST 2 U6 39
et FeAl ol ST =] & | S 3R 56 WYl 9 He Hiesd it wel ogufd Sl |
HHAAN 1 FHAND 9 SETY § | 98 I8 3¢ § & § fF fof S8 367 7 37 1
Ty SR YTt 3 feTan T | SACTITEad o 39 STeH § TeE, YRR, Saehde 9
AN HIHR, ST SR S FEH Tt T Setan qaraa Siel I HRd &
a1 gfasa & T Aecadd 2 gen! €| SHehT R S JaXsl hl 741 HeRISl o &
SIS T W T U ST WA I W & higd & TR =R <9 Hl el el
TR Sl 3ehT TR 319 o Tl fohal & Fiem R T HAT TS | |

(319\ & 3ar gefera = & eqraes WHOT U7 TR § 98 31eiE)
(FRaepr sTeTar ®1 T T §)

Assam Riots — 2012 57



ﬁ‘@@rﬁ‘—ﬁaﬁ 31\ ¥ fEmeh e iR SIS qemehford JeRIer <l &1 sfcdd Tstifa
T RO T | STH i IGHM G| ST = Sieh 1 Uk | T g gaufedt & gieii e
SIS & @ ot STO TE=H, FeM 1R Hafa i & 1 ge 7

o 19 o & et fEm § o7a a% el 58 T ThIat §og o forehR gu o shdia =
TG & 310 B | ISR Ted frferi # & & foe weR €1 39 forfadi § M-, 9 @i
T I HE T T ¢ | 9 & Wk & M < Tl @iredt & ¢ et 3 34 Mat & S =)
3R TIdi | T HEe T ST o gl KT fd | Hifean st Teri & STTHR TXhN i 31een & iR
ST o1 ST TR 376 IR & TEIE! TSl o Tehd &, SHAT o8 3% @ell - W
oo X T ¥ | 39 TR H ek Yage W WY SgHaR! i Seord ¥, Fre s i 3=
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T TR Y A AR T FR ST | 19 TS Rl THATHY 3 Ja T 31R 37k Tedwil ki gl
AT | 37T et ifedi &1 offe 3 Juerdl & 9R Tewil st FeiRargesh gl i < | 59 a1 &
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