IITs opendoors for outside students
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Don't fretif youdon't getinto an
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT). If the massive open online
course (MOOC) system was not
enough to offer a glimpse of
their academics, II'Ts are gradu-
ally opening doors to non-IIT
students for high-quality
research on their campuses.

Institutes such as IIT-
. Madras (IIT-M), IT-
. Gandhinagar (IIT-G) and IIT-
Kharagpur (IIT-K) have been
taking steps to allow students
. from other institutes/universi-

ties engage in summer intern-

ship programmes for a couple of
¢ months and workwith theirtop
faculty members.

Amongthese, IT-Mand IIT-
G run structured programmes
¢ whereby applications are invit-
¢ ed from candidates outside the
campus.

For instance, IT-M is offer-
ing a two-month summer fel-
lowship programme for stu-
dents from outside the IITs. To
begin from May 16 this year, the
programme will entail a sum of
6,000 per month to be provid-
ed as stipend to candidates. The
i institute has set February 28,

2018, as the deadline for sub-
mission of applications for the

programmes,
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"This is an opportunity for
students to work with leading
researchers on problems that
are current and forefront of
technology,” said V Jagadeesh
Kumar, Dean (Academic
Courses), IT-M. IIT-G, too, runs
a similar programme where
candidates are offered stipends
0f4,00035,000 per month.

The IITs see the move as a
collaborative effort to share aca-
demic and research best prac-
tices with students of other
institutes as well as create a
future pool of potential doctor-
aland postdoctoral researchers
for the campuses.

"Our faculty members not
only get to work with some of
the best talents in the country
but in tumn, we get to showcase
the cutting edge technologyand
researchworkbemgdone atthe

campus. This prepares the can-
didates not only to apply for
future research programmes at
ITsor further studies but also in
placements;" said
Shanmuganathan Raman, assis-
tant professor of Electrical
Engineering & Computer
Science and Engineering, IT-G.
Citingone of such instances,
Raman said a candidate made it
to Georgia Institute of
Technology (Georgia Tech),
aftercompleting the internship
programme at IIT-G.
According to an IIT-K
spokesperson, while a struc-
tured programme may not exit

at the campus, faculty members.

hire interns from outside for
their research during summet.

Further, as part of their
research spend, IITs also have
been setting aside additional

funds to pay for the stipends,
While applications run in sey-
eral thousands, finally a few
hundred candidates are hired
based on merit.
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The programme at ITT-\g has
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MBA as eligible to apply.




