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Publisher's note

Assam has been on the boil for the last over three decades because of un
bridled illegal infiltration of Bangladeshis. This has disturbed the demogra
phy of the State. As a result, in many districts of Assam, the ethnic popula-

tion has been turned into minority. The illegal migrants are a tax on the meager
natural resources of the people. They are depriving the local people of their avenues
of employment. Despite the infamous Nellie massacre on February 18, 1983 and the
Assam Accord signed in 1985, no serious efforts had been made to identify and
deport the illegal infiltrators. The Congress government had enacted the IMDT Act
1983 which made the detection and deportation of the illegal migrants all the more
difficult. The Supreme Court set aside the IMDT Act as "unconstitutional" in 2005.
The Congress-led UPA then introduced the Foreigners Act which again was set
aside by the Supreme Court saying it was trying to being back the IMDT Act through
the back door. As the Congress is banking on the votes of these illegal migrants, for
political and electoral considerations it is not doing anything. This intransigence on
the part of UPA is squarely responsible for the eruption of riots between Bodos and
illegal Bangladeshis in July last. Congress and Congress alone is responsible for the
violence and the loss of innocent lives. It is still time if the UPA acts right now.

We are publishing this booklet to make our readers understand the genesis of
the problem. We hope this will help our readers the most.

Separately, we are also publishing the full text of the speeches of our leaders in
both houses of Parliament while taking part in the discussion on Assam riots.

Publisher,
Bharatiya Janata Party,

11, Ashok Road,
New Delhi - 110 001

August 2012
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Congress collusion in massive Bangladeshi
infiltration is the root cause of recurring

violence in Assam : Advani

Statement issued by Shri L.K. Advani on Assam riots on
31 July 2012 at a press conference in Guwahati

Appeal to all parties for a national consensus on a four-point solution
Treat the Assam problem as an Indian vs. Foreigner issue, and not as a
Hindu vs. Muslim issue
Prepare an updated National Register of Citizens (NRC) by deleting the
names of non-citizens from the voters’ list in Assam
Uphold the non-violability of the tribal belts and blocks in Bodo areas
Save Assam to Save India’s unity and integrity in the North-East

I visited Kokrajhar and other violence-hit areas in the Bodo areas of Assam.
My heart goes to the victims of the recent violence. I convey my heartfelt
condolences to the families of those killed in the violent incidents, and also to the
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large number of people of who have been rendered homeless. I visited both Bodo
and non-Bodo relief camps.

I wholeheartedly agree with Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh, who visited
Assam on July 28, that the riots that rocked Assam is a kalank (blot) on the face
of our nation. I also agree with him that the guilty must be punished.

However, I would urge the Prime Minister, the Congress president as well as
the Chief Minister of Assam to do some honest introspection on where the real guilt
lies. Firstly, isn’t the Congress government in the state guilty because of its criminal
delay in responding to the worsening situation in and around Kokrajhar, even
though there were plenty of clear indications of imminent conflicts?  Secondly,
aren’t the UPA government at the Centre and the Congress government in the
state also guilty because of their persistent, conscious and deliberate inaction in the
face of the root cause of the conflicts — namely, the massive influx of infiltration
of Bangladeshis into Assam, including in Bodo areas?

The answer to both questions is in the affirmative.
Therefore, the Congress deserves to be punished for its collusion in the

massive influx of illegal immigrants from Bangladesh, which has caused and
exacerbated three serious problems in Assam:

(a) the land problem; Indigenous Assamese people are losing control of their
land — Satra Land, forest land, grazing land and tribal land —, while illegal
Bangladeshis have embarked on a large-scale ‘land-grab’ policy;

(b) the ethnic problem; Bodos are feeling threatened that they would be
marginalised in their own lands;

(c) the problem of Assam’s population profile: the native residents of Assam
are feeling that they are being squeezed out and disempowered by the immigrant
population.

The combined effect of these three problems is the threat to India’s very unity,
integrity and security. After all, the Supreme Court, in its July 2005 verdict which
struck down IMDT Act as “unconstitutional”, had warned that the large-scale
infiltration from Bangladesh constituted “external aggression” against Assam. The
apex court had also urged the Central Government to take effective steps to stop
the influx of Bangladeshis. In the past seven years, the UPA government has done
nothing to honour the court’s directive. Obviously, the Congress party’s votebank
politics has triumphed over its weakening concern for India’s unity and integrity.

I would like to refer here to some observations made by Shri H.S. Brahma,
Election Commissioner of India, from an article he wrote in the Indian Express on
July 28, 2012.

“The recent ethnic clashes between Hindu Bodos and Muslim immigrants,
which occurred in the Bodoland Territorial Autonomous Districts of lower Assam
(BTAD), were unfortunate. However, the clashes were not wholly unexpected.
The question that is generally asked is: why did it take a few decades to occur in
the first place? Assam has been virtually sitting on a huge tinderbox. ..It has been
alleged by knowledgeable persons that out of the 27 districts in Assam, 11 of them
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are going to be Muslim majority districts once the 2011 census figures, religion-
wise, are published by the census authorities….The systematic grabbing of
government lands and the steady encroachment of denuded forest areas by illegal
immigrants and non-indigenous communities have created serious differences
among the local indigenous populations…Even the Election Commission of India is
not immune to this problem. It has to tackle the problem of D-Voters (doubtful
voters)... People who are found to be illegal migrants by these tribunals should be
deported. Unless this basic issue of illegal migration into the country is resolved,
the problem is bound to recur from time to time and in place to place.”

On behalf of the BJP and the NDA, I wish to make it categorically clear that
the problem that Assam is facing is not a Hindu vs. Muslim conflict. Rather, it is
clearly a conflict between Indian nationals vs. foreigners. We believe that a
distinction must be made between native Muslims in Assam and foreigners who
have infiltrated into Assam and other parts of India. The latter cannot claim
protection, much less the same rights, as Indians, Hindu or Muslim, tribal or non-
tribal.

The time has come to find a durable and effective solution to the problem that
Assam has been recurrently facing, often in its violent anifestations. The solution,
in my view, has four elements:

Treat the Assam problem as an Indian vs. Foreigner issue, and not as a Hindu
vs. Muslim issue

Prepare an updated National Register of Citizens (NRC) by deleting the names
of non-citizens from the voters’ list in Assam

Uphold the non-violability of the tribal belts and blocks in Bodo areas
Save Assam to Save India’s unity and integrity in the North-East.
I appeal to the governments at the Centre and in Assam, as also all political

parties, to show a sense of urgency in creating a national consensus on the above-
mentioned four-point solution. 



Assam Riots — 2012        7

Communal Riots in Kokrajhar, Chirang and other districts of Lower Assam

BJP demands resignation of the
Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi

Statement issued by BJP National Vice President Smt. Bijoy Chakraborty
and BJP National General Secretary Smt. Kiran Maheshwari at
Guwahati on 25th July, 2012.

Appeal
Appeal to the people of different sections to maintain peace, harmony and

integrity and appeal to people not to heed to rumors.

BJP Demanded:
1. The Chief Minister of Assam should resign for his failure to control

law and order.
2. Publish the report of Justice S. Haque Commission (1996).
3. Culprits should  bring to book.
4. Night curfew should be imposed in all the affected districts.
5. Sufficient security support in camps and other villages. Providing
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security support to those villagers who are willing to return home.
6. Give full protection to railway track and NHs.
7. Start train and bus services under police protection.

The State Govt.ment has totally failed in tackling the communal riots in
Kokrajhar, Chirang and other districts of lower Assam.
5 days on and after loss of many lives there is still no let-up in the communal
riots that has not only engulfed Bodoland Territorial Areas District (BTAD)
areas but is now also spreading to new areas and districts.
Fear’s growing that it might be several days before normalcy is restored in
trouble-torn areas with severe shortage of security forces.
On 24th July, 12 a delegation  team of BJP sent by BJP National President Shri
Nitin Gadkari visited Chirang district under the leadership of the following;

1. Smt. Bijoya Chakraborty, MP & National Vice-President
2. Smt. Kiran Maheswari, National General Secretary, BJP
3. Dr. Pradip Thakuria, State General Secretary
4. Shri Manoranjan Das, MLA, Patacharkuchi LAC
5. Smt. Chikimiki Talukdar, State Mahila Morcha President
6. Shri R.P. Sarma, Senior Advocate & BJP leader
7. Shri Deba Kr. Saikia, RTI cell state Convenor, BJP

On 25th July, 12 another team is proceeding to Kokrajhar district under the
leadership of the following

1. Shri Vijay Goel, National General Secretary, BJP
2. Shri Ajit Kr. Bhattacharjya, State General Secretary
3. Shri Dilip Moran, MLA, Doomdoma LAC
4. Shri Debashish Sur, Senior Advocate & BJP leader
5. Phanindra Nath Sarma, General Secy.(Org.)
6. Shri Ranjit Das, MLA, Sorbhog LAC

We have visited the trouble-torn areas of Chirang dist. yesterday and found
many lapses were there in respect of controlling law and order situation from
the government side. We have met SDO (Civil) of Bijni sub-division who told
us about shortage of security personnel to control the situation. On the same
day one Shri Narayan Das, S.D.P.O of Bijni tendered his resignation due to
failure in controlling the situation there.
We visited Dangsiarpara, Bhawraguri L.P. School where thousands of affected
people are there but no adequate security and relief materials from the
Govt.ment side. During our visit to relief camp at Bhawraguri, we met Minister
of Assam Siddique Ahmed, who was found helpless there because each and
everybody victim complained about their insurity and relief materials.
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We visited Bhalatol village where clashes left a Bodo teacher of Dakhin Bijni
M.V. School Babul Basumatary, 45 years old dead. We met his son Shri Pradip
Basumatary who cried helplessly in front of us. No Minister, no BTC council
member visited them.
During our visit to the Bijni sub-division we met different organizations’ leaders
viz. minority, All Assam Bodo Students Union (AABSU), AAKRASU (Koch-
Rajbonshi Students Union), Bengali Students Federation. Everybody wants
peace but the Chief Minister Shri Tarun Gogoi has totally failed in restoring
normalcy in the trouble-torn areas.
People of the trouble-torn areas of Chirang and Bongaigaon districts left their
home (particularly Bodo, Koch Rajbonshi & other community)  and move here
and there on the Highway for their shelter but no police personnel was found
there to help them. We complained in Manikpur Police station of Bongaigaon
district and requested them to help the victims forthwith.
During our visit we have observed that only minority muslims have been
protected by the police, even night curfew was imposed in those areas on the
other hand, other communities -Bodo, Koch-Rajbongshi, assamese, Bengalis,
Adibashis were neither protected nor given any security by the Govt.ment of
Assam.

BJP demands:
We demand immediate steps to shield the International Border with Bangladesh
as well as borders of trouble-torn borders of Dhubri, Kokrajhar, Chirang,
Bongaogaon since the suspected illegal Bangladeshis are entering to creat new
violence in those areas.
We appeal the Central Govt.ment to deploy Army to take control of the
situation.
Kokrajhar  riots are reflective of the inefficiency of the Tarun Gogoi government
that has failed to ensure security to the common people  so we demand
resignation of the Chief Minister  forthwith. 
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A helpless, hopeless and hapless
government that is UPA

By Prabhat Jha

There is no denying the fact that the genesis of the Assam
problem lie in the short-sighted policy of the Congress
which has always had its eye wide open for its votes and closed where for

the interests of the nation were involved. Congress has been in power in Assam
for most of the time during the last 65 years and for more fifty years at the Centre.
Added to that is the fact that  Dr. Manmohan Singh is thePrime Minister  for the
last over 8 years and  is a Rajya Sabha MP from Assam for the last 17 years (since
1995). It is a tribute to his acumen that during all these years he has found no time
to address the burning problem of Bangladeshi infiltration which has been the
cause of recurring violence in the State for the last about 30 years. Hundreds of
innocent Assamese, including illegal Bangladeshis, have lost their life in these re-
curring violent incidents every now and then.

Eruption of violence between ethnic Bodo tribals and the illegal Bangladeshis
in July 2012 has once again brought into focus the problem of illegal Bangladeshi
infiltration.

As to the problem of illegal Bangladeshi infiltration successive Congress gov-
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ernments, their Assam chief ministers, prime ministers and union home ministers
have always been in the denial mode. Although they have the full information from
their own official sources, yet they wish to withhold it from public because telling
the truth means exposing its own self and its failure to tackle the problem head-on.
Not doing anything to prevent this illegal migration from Bangladesh serves Con-
gress political interests in two ways: one, Congress has connived into granting
these illegal migrants ration cards and voter identity cards who en bloc vote for it.
This is the secret of successive Congress victories in elections in Assam. Two,
since an overwhelming majority of these illegal migrants are Muslims, helping them
earns Congress dividends in other States too where it is seen as a benefactor of
Muslim community.

One wonders why does the Congress soul not pinch at the successive vio-
lence and loss of thousands of innocent lives because of the unending infiltration by
Bangladeshis? The genesis of the problem lie much earlier, but the things came to
a boil in 1978 when a by-election was necessitated by the death of the sitting
Member Hiralal Patwari in the Mangaldoi Lok Sabha Constituency. During the
process of the election it was noticed that the electorate had grown phenomenally
(allegedly due to illegal immigration). The All Assam Students Union (AASU)
demanded that the elections be postponed till the names of "foreign nationals"
were deleted from the electoral rolls. The AASU subsequently launched an agita-
tion to compel the government to identify and expel immigrants.

Congress government's failure to gauge the sentiment of the people on the
issue led to the infamous Nellie massacre on February 18, 1983 claiming 2,191
lives (unofficial figures run at more than 5,000) from 14 villages. Most of the
victims were reported to be Bangladeshi infiltrators. Election to the Assam assem-
bly had to be deferred. Finally, on August 15, 1985 the then Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi signed what is known as the Assam Accord with the leaders of the All-
Assam Students Union (AASU) which involved identification and deportation of
illegal migrants. Election to the State assembly that followed put the political wing
of AASU, called Assam Gana Parishad (AGP) in power.

Earlier, in 1983 the Indira Gandhi government had enacted the Illegal Migrant
(Determination by Tribunals) Act 1983 which was challenged in the Court. It was
the right stand taken by the BJP-led NDA government in the Supreme Court that
finally led to the Act being declared "unconstitutional" by the Supreme Court on
July 12, 2005. It held that the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act,
1983 and rules "has created the biggest hurdle and is the main impediment or
barrier in the identification and deportation of illegal migrants."

The three-judge Bench  observed: "The presence of such a large number of
illegal migrants from Bangladesh, which runs into millions, is in fact an aggression
on the State of Assam and has also contributed significantly in causing serious
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internal disturbances in the shape of insurgency of alarming proportions."
The court, in its 114-page judgment, noted that this "aggression" had made the

life of the people of Assam "wholly insecure and the panic generated thereby had
created fear psychosis." The Bench said this hampered the growth of Assam though
it had vast natural resources. The rest of the country viewed it as a disturbed area
and hence there were no investments or employment opportunities, giving rise to
insurgency.

Justice Mathur, writing the judgment for the Bench, pointed out that the IMDT
Act and Rules had been so made that innumerable and insurmountable difficulties
were created in identification and deportation of illegal migrants. The Bench noted
that though enquiries were initiated in 3,10,759 cases under the IMDT Act, only
10,015 persons were declared illegal migrants and only 1,481 illegal migrants
were physically expelled up to April 30, 2000.

The Bench directed constitution of fresh tribunals under the Foreigner (Tribu-
nals) Order, 1964. Blinded by its vote bank politics, the court direction fell on the
deaf ears of the UPA government. Instead it brought in the Foreigners Act which
again was struck down by the Supreme Court as "unconstitutional". For the last
over six years UPA government is sitting legs crossed for vote bank consider-
ations. The recurring acts of violence can, therefore, be attributed to this apathy of
the Congress Party. Had the Congress-led UPA risen above petty partisan politi-
cal considerations, the July 12 riots could have been avoided and precious lives
saved.

In the wake of reign of terror let lose by the then Pakistan government in
Bangladesh which was then known as East Pakistan, about 10 lakh people sought
refuge in India in 1971. Indira Government then raised a great hue and cry all over
the world. All of them were sent back on the birth of Bangladesh.  But when
crores of Bangladeshis infiltrated illegally in the same manner, it makes no ripple
on the mind of Congress. It has welcomed them with open arms as honoured
guests with privileges more than that en joyed by native citizens of Assam.

For political and electoral purposes, Congress continues to harp on Gujarat
riots but, for the same considerations, it does not wish to take a lesson from
Bhiwandi, 1984 anti-Sikh riots, Nellies, Kokrajhar etc. As long as the Congress-
led UPA government does not wake up to the reality of the situation in the interests
of the nation the massacres like the Nellies, Kokrajhar etc. will continue to recur
every now and then devouring innocent lives.

It is time our Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh who represents Assam in
Rajya Sabha not just shed crocodile tears but acts in right earnest. 

(The writer is the Editor, Kamal Sandesh, Madhya Pradesh State
BJP President and a Rajya Sabha MP.)
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Detect, delete and deport all
Bangladeshi infiltrators - Bhaiyaji Joshi

The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) stressed the need
to immediately detect all Bangladeshi infiltrators living in
different parts of the country, delete their names from voters'

lists and all other documents, which make them Indian citizens and
deport them to the level that they do not return at all. In an exclusive
interview to Organiser Senior Correspondent Pramod Kumar, RSS
Sarkaryavah Shri Bhaiyaji Joshi said the infiltrators have posed a
grave threat to not only security of the country but also to social and
economic fabric of
the nation. Referring
to recent riots in
Assam, which
displaced lakhs of
people and claimed
the lives of many,
Shri Joshi said the
problem would not
be resolved until the
roots of the conflict
i.e. the Bangladeshi
infiltrators, are removed. Excerpts:

What do you think about the displacement of lakhs of people in Assam?
The situation in Assam is very serious. The prime reason of this conflict is large-

scale infiltration from Bangladesh. The entire Kokrajhar region where the
riots broke out has huge population of such infiltrators. There are regular
fights there over land. The indigenous people feel they are losing control over
their own land, while the infiltrators have embarked upon large-scale land
grab. It is wrong to give it minority-majority or Hindu-Muslim colour. The
fact is that it is a fight between the Bangladeshi infiltrators and the original
inhabitants. The Bodo Vanvasis are very agitated over it. Since the matter is
very sensitive, the government has not acted as responsibly, as it should have
been. We feel the situation will not be controlled just with providing relief to
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the victims, it needs eradication of the root of the problem, which is nothing
but the infiltrators.

Do you say the problem will not be resolved until the infiltrators are
deported?

Yes. This is the only solution. Any sovereign country has the right to deport all
migrants who infiltrate its land illegally. If the government wishes to provide
employment to some foreigners, it should be done only following the set
mechanism so that the foreigners do not take unfair advantage of the
constitutional rights granted to the citizens. If the infiltrators get themselves
enrolled in voters' list, obtain ration cards and other documents, which prove
them Indian citizens, it should not be tolerated. It also creates population
imbalance.

But the infiltrators have been obtaining these facilities with the help of a
section of Indian politicians. Secondly, all the efforts to deport such
immigrants have proved to be futile so far?

The government does not have effective mechanism to detect, delete and deport
the infiltrators. There is a dire need to first detect their names, then delete
them from all documents and then effectively deport to the level that they do
not return at all. Until there is sincere work on these fronts the problem will
continue. Such people cannot be allowed to cross limits in the country. India
must act swiftly and effectively on this front. The policies, which are formulated
only keeping in mind the political mileage, can never be beneficial for the
country.

Some fanatics have encroached land in Delhi also and forcibly built an
structure there. How do you react on it?

This type of incidents are not new. The government must take the anguish of national
society on such issues seriously. It is the responsibility of the government to
curb any kind of illegal construction. If the structure at Subhas Park is illegal,
it must be removed forthwith. There should be no politics or communal divide
on it. Everybody should avoid giving it a communal colour and developing
the atmosphere of conflict. At the same time, the mentality of encroaching
land like this should be arrested effectively.

How is the response to the countrywide protest recently conducted against
the Interlocutors' Report?

The countrywide protest was organised till the district headquarters. There were
effective dharnas, protest meetings and demonstrations and people in good
number attended them. There were impressive protest meetings in some of
the metro cities like Mumbai, Bengaluru, Pune, Nagpur, Delhi, etc. These
protests have effectively exposed the ill-will of the Interlocutors.  
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UPA
Band-Aid

won't
heal

Assam
By Ram Jethmalani

Violence returned to Assam as curfew and flag marches took over
Kokrajhar, Chirang and Dhubri districts.

The standard routine, but not so operative procedures have all been completed
- visits by Prime Minister, Home Minister, Congress president to Kokrajhar,
announcements of compensation to the deceased and injured, promise of quick
relief to the homeless, extra Special Central Assistance, etc. To ensure that nothing
has been forgotten, the latest remedial measure announced by the UPA government
is a CBI enquiry into the Assam violence.

But Band-Aid can only heal the surface, and never the roots. As expected,
violence returned soon after, and as I write this piece, the death toll has risen to
73. Curfews and flag marches have taken over Kokrajhar, Chirang and Dhubri
districts. I am informed that the situation is fast turning into a humanitarian crisis,
with a critical shortage of doctors and medicine, the government obviously unable
to cope with the numbers, said to be around 2 lakh in refugee camps. Hunger,
disease and death stare the camps in the face, and it should be the first priority for
the state government to address them with whatever assistance they require.

The debate in Parliament has started, but we are yet to see whether the
government shows the wisdom of providing a long-term solution in protecting the
local populations, tribal, Muslim and Hindu, preventing mass infiltration from
Bangladesh, and protecting India's national interest, or whether it will continue its
strategy of fomenting minority politics, encouraging import of minority vote banks
through illegal migration of the dimension of a demographic invasion, at the cost of
subverting national interest, and the social stability of Assam. It is distressing to
note that the UPA regime has shown the highest degree of communalism in its zeal
to convert every incident possible into a Muslim minority issue, so that it can bluff
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the minorities that they alone can protect their interest. Fortunately, the UPA has
become so bankrupt in policy and wisdom, that they do not carry conviction with
the responsible and nationalist sections of our minority communities, whom they
try and hoodwink with empty vote bank sops and gestures - be it preventing
Salman Rushdie from entering the Jaipur Literary Festival, promising quotas and
jobs that were so patently unimplementable in the UP election campaign, that the
freebies just did not fool the minorities (and cost Rahul Gandhi quite a few seats in
the UP election in the bargain), or reversing the Shah Bano case judgement. I think
that the Muslims of India have caught on to the communal Congress game that
they are not viewed as equal citizens by them, but only as a clutch of ballot papers
and must be manipulated as such.

The UPA should remember that Assam is a border state, and illegal importation
of minority vote banks can be at grave peril to the nation. I am reminded of the
then Governor Assam Lieutenant General (Retd.) S.K. Sinha's warning to President
K.R. Narayanan in 1998, regarding the grave danger to India's security from the
influx of illegal migrants from Bangladesh.

Sinha rightly argued that Pakistan has coveted Assam right from partition days,
as part of East Pakistan, now Bangladesh. Even Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had his
coveting eyes on Assam. Sinha warned in his report, "No matter how friendly our
relations with Bangladesh, we can ill-afford to ignore the dangers inherent in a
demographic invasion from that country." Sinha with his military experience was
deeply concerned about the vulnerability of the "chicken neck corridor" connecting
mainland India with its northeastern region. If cut off, it would completely isolate
the region. He feared that the influx of illegal migrants was turning Lower Assam
districts, particularly Dhubri and Goalpara, into a Muslim-majority region, and
that it would be only a matter of time before they demanded merger with Bangladesh
as part of a "Greater Bangladesh project". "The loss of Lower Assam will sever
the entire land mass of the northeast from the rest of India and the rich natural
resources of that region will be lost to the nation," warned Sinha's sage report.

How right he was. Census figures substantiate the demographic invasion, but
the UPA government continues to see it as a local law and order problem. It
shows no serious concern or priority to even implement the Assam Accord of
1985, in which the then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi agreed that those immigrants
who came to the state from Bangladesh till 1966 will be given citizenship, those
who came between 1967 and 1971 will be only allowed to settle down but not
given voting rights and those who entered after 1971 would be deported. And let
it also be known to our minorities that all Assamese, Muslims, tribals and non-
Muslims lose out by the illegally imported vote banks for jobs, lands, and even, I
am informed, for entitlements to national programmes, such as NREGA and
NRHM.
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I wonder what the opinion of our national security establishment is regarding
this massive demographic invasion on our country. Stray infiltration happens at
every international border, but the organised infiltration of millions of such illegal
immigrants from a neighbouring country where ISI and terrorist modules are known
to flourish, whose identity is not on record, is a serious threat to our national
security. Lack of adequate concern and prompt countermeasures by government
constitute treason against the Indian nation.

No one can contest that unchecked illegal infiltration of such mammoth scale
is majorly responsible for deepening the ethnic and religious polarisation in Assam.
The present state of denial of this fact by the State and Central governments will
not only allow the issue to simmer further but will make it more insoluble and
irreversible.

Most countries have legal provisions ranging from detention, fines, deportation
and imprisonment against illegal migrants. Only in Assam are they gifted with a
ration card, a job, entry into the electoral roll, and entitlement into NREGA and
NRHM.

Madam Sonia Gandhi, president of the ruling Congress Party, I am entitled to
ask: Is this your way of showing your gratitude to India, which has allowed you to
behave like its uncrowned empress?

Courtesy :The Sunday Guardian
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Debate cause, not label,Debate cause, not label,Debate cause, not label,Debate cause, not label,Debate cause, not label,
of Assam riotsof Assam riotsof Assam riotsof Assam riotsof Assam riots

By Swapan Dasgupta

Last week, as one part of Assam burned, some TV channels were engaged
in an utterly grotesque exercise: trying to ascertain whether the clashes
were ‘communal’ or ‘ethnic’. The deliberations also had a definite sub-

text. In the hierarchy of repugnance, a ‘communal’ riot was unacceptable while an
‘ethnic’ conflict was somehow understandable. In the political context this meant
that while the 2002 riots in Gujarat were beyond the pale, the cleansing of
communities from Kokrajhar and Dhubri were an outcome of a skewed historical
process and, therefore, less damning.

Why the killing of people on account of their religion should count as a greater
offence than the murder and dispossession of communities on account of their
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ethnicity remains a mystery to me. If the Gujarat Government is to be put in the
dock for its failure to prevent the deaths of nearly a thousand citizens, why should
the Assam Government’s failure to prevent the dispossession of more than a lakh
people be construed as a lesser offence?

Clearly, a debate centred on competitive culpability is unlike to get us anywhere.
No one seriously suggests that Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi sat back in
Guwahati and let slip the dogs of war. The astute Gogoi, who is well versed in the
art of competitive politics — examine the deftness with which he deprived the BJP
of its Bengali Hindu vote in the Barak Valley in the 2011 Assembly election —
knows what is permissible in democratic politics and what is not. Without necessarily
exonerating him of the charge of administrative laxity in responding to the brewing
troubles in Kokrajhar district, my guess is that he failed to anticipate that a tiny
spark could lead to a prairie fire. He may have been guilty of misjudgement and
tardiness but he did not plan last week’s violence.

Judging from his aggressive response to attacks on him by a clutch of MPs,
particularly his suggestion that the Central forces took their own sweet time to
arrive in the affected areas, I think that Gogoi is only too aware that a substantial
section of Assam isn’t viewing the recent troubles through the prism of compassion
alone. At the risk of over-statement, I would say that the more Gogoi is attacked
by ‘outsiders’, the greater will be his popularity among the indigenous Assamese.
The resemblance between his situation and that of another Chief Minister may
well invite attention.

Cruel as it may sound, the dominant perception in Assam is that Kokrajhar,
Dhubri and the other districts of the undivided Goalpara region were living on the
edge, and that this was an explosion waiting to happen. That it happened as a
consequence of four Bodo activists being butchered in May was an incidental
detail. If not yesterday, the troubles would have happened tomorrow.

The extent to which last week’s clashes were a consequence of unattended
problems has been spelt out by Election Commissioner MS Brahma (writing in his
personal capacity) in Indian Express. Brahma has argued that the “present ethnic
clashes between the two communities can be directly attributed to… illegal
immigration into Assam.” The illegal migrants from Bangladesh have put pressure
on land, livelihood and opportunities. More important, they have contributed to a
significant demographic change. Brahma writes that “It has been acknowledged…
that out of the 27 districts in Assam, 11 of them are going to be Muslim majority
districts once the 2011 Census figures are published…”

The past decade has also seen this demographic change manifesting itself in
politics. Till 2006, the Congress owed its success to what was called the Ali-
Coolie-Bengali alliance. However, the rise of the UMFA under Badruddin Ajmal
has led to a large-scale exodus of Muslim voters from the Congress, to the extent
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that in the present Assembly UMFA has greater representation than the AGP and
BJP. Ajmal, who represents the Muslim-majority Dhubri in the Lok Sabha has
mounted a spirited campaign for the abolition of the Bodo Tribal Council that
controls land transfers and ownership in most of Kokrajhar. His assertion is that
Bodos constitute only 27 per cent of the BTC area. Ajmal’s estimate may be
exaggerated but it suggests that even the heartland of the Bodos has witnessed a
staggering demographic shift which is provoking tension. Indeed, there are reports
that the present clashes may witness a transfer of population: Bangladeshi Muslims
to Dhubri, and Bodos to Kokrajhar.

In 2011, as UMFA grew more belligerent, Gogoi altered the social coalition
behind the Congress. He successfully undercut both the AGP and BJP, hitherto
seen as the main representatives of the Assamese in the Brahmaputra Valley and
the Bengali Hindus in the Barak Valley. However, while he secured their electoral
backing, the Chief Minister is yet to act on the disquiet of those who switched their
vote to the Congress. The demands of the Bodos in Kokrajhar mirror the demands
made by the rest of the indigenous Assamese peoples in other parts of the State.
The demand to do ‘something’ about the demographic invasion of Assam is all
pervasive.

Unfortunately, so skewed is the public discourse in the metropolitan centres of
India that illegal immigration has become a fear that dare not speak its name. No
wonder Assam nurtures a profound sense of alienation.

We need to speak about the issues behind the clashes, and not fall back on
facile debates on whether the disturbances were communal or ethnic. 

Courtesy : The Pioneer
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ILLEGAL BANGLADESHI INFILTRATION
A problem for the nation that is a salvation for Congress

By Amba Charan Vashishth

It looks the Congress thinks denying its very existence is the
panacea for a problem. This is the stand it has been taking
throughout.
 It is the refusal of the Congress and its UPA government from seeing the

reality of the day that is standing in the way of solving the country's problems,
perennial and chronic, eating into the vitals of this nation.

The latest is the communal violence that erupted in July 2012 in Kokrajhar in
Assam that left about 77 dead, many more injured, and rendering a few lakhs
homeless.

The Congress government in Assam and UPA at the Centre refuse to accept
what is visible to the naked eye: the continuing, unhindered illegal migration from
Bangladesh. It has never spoken with one voice. One day it says something and
the next days it denies the same altogether. Way back on April 10, 1992 the then
Assam Chief Minister Hiteshwar Saikia stated on the floor of the assembly that
there were 'between two and three million' such infiltrators in Assam. He disclosed
that 'in ten out of the 13 districts' of the state, 'the presence of Bangladeshi infiltra-
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tors had contributed to an increase in the population'.''  A two-time chief minister
could not make a statement in the Assembly without having proper record and
proof with him. He was certainly not that irresponsible.

But immediately politics came into play. The threat of the Muslim Forum, a
communal outfit by any standard, worked wonders on Saikia.  Power appeared
to be more magnetic than the interests of the State and the nation. For electoral
and political considerations, on June 7 the same year, addressing a meeting of the
All-Assam Minority Students Co-ordination Committee he clarified that "there
was not a single illegal migrant in the state.'' Which of the two statements was
right? Both cannot be true. One of the two certainly was a lie. Will the Congress
tell the nation which of the two Saikia statements is wrong? But the Congress
accepted this volte face with pride.

Further, India's Home Minister in the United Front government, the late Indrajit
Gupta  had disclosed in Parliament on May 6, 1997 that "there were upwards of
ten million illegal Bangladeshi infiltrators who have made India their home". Fur-
ther, the late JN Dixit, a Foreign Secretary and National Security Advisor of India,
wrote in 2000: "We have definite information that between seven to nine million
Bangladeshi foreign nationals have not only migrated illegally but also registered
into India." And an Indian Home Ministry estimate prepared in 2001 had said:
"Approximately, 150-170 lakh Bangladeshi infiltrators have crossed into India
illegally since 1971."

In a written reply as late as March 21, 2011 the Minister of State for Home
Affairs Mullappally Ramachandran admitted "reports of Bangladeshi nationals
having settled in India without valid travel documents. As entry of such Bangladeshi
nationals into the country is clandestine and surreptitious, it is not possible to have
a correct estimate of such illegal immigrants living in the country. A number of
Bangladeshi nationals who have entered into the country on valid travel docu-
ments have been found to be overstaying. As per information available, 28,667
Bangladeshi nationals were found to be overstaying as on December 31, 2010."
Further, the same Ramachandran in 2011 had said that "almost 1.4 million illegal
Bangladeshis have migrated to India over the past decade alone". But in his reply
to an unstarred question on July 14, 2004 the then Minister of State for Home
Sriprakash Jaiswal had stated that out of 1,20,53,950 illegal Bangladeshi infiltra-
tors all over India, 50,00,000 Bangladeshis were present in Assam alone as on
December 31, 2001. But Home Minister P. Chidambaram calls these figures as
just "estimates". Then does it mean that what the two Ministers of State for Home
Affairs had stated in Parliament was not on the basis of record but just "esti-
mates"? Does it behove a responsible person holding such posts to do so? Why
did the Home Minister not take the ministers of State to task for giving exact
figures which Chidambaram calls "estimates"?
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The then Governor of Assam, General S. K. Sinha, in his report to the Presi-
dent of India in 1998 had "warned that if the present trends are not arrested, the
indigenous people of Assam would be reduced to a minority and there may, in
course of time, be a demand for the merger of Muslim-dominated bordering dis-
tricts with Bangladesh". Governor's report called the infiltration a "national threat".
Further, on July 23, 1998 the Guwahati High Court had said that "Bangladeshis
have become kingmakes in Assam". The inference is obvious.

According to a report, about 30,000 Bangladeshi illegal migrants, mostly Mus-
lims, infiltrate into India every month. Another report says, Bangladesh's per capita
income is $848 and India's almost double at $1527 and that is the attraction for
Bangladeshis illegally entering the region every day. Should the Indians be made to pay
through their nose for the misery in the neighbouring countries?

The Bangladeshi infiltration problem is another instance of failure of govern-
ment to act. Union government itself admits that as the Indo-Bangladesh border
are porous, it is not possible to exercise utmost vigil and prevent illegal infiltration.
What can you say when a government itself admits its failure and helplessness?

The Assam violence this time has another angle. Whenever a riot takes place
or terrorists strike in any part of the country, the Home Ministry is quick to say that
it had sent a warning in advance, particularly when the State is not ruled by Con-
gress. When Home Ministry made this claim, the Congress chief minister Tarun
Gogoi was quick to deny it. Further, he alleged that when he requested for army to
be deployed in the riot-affected area, for about three days the defence ministry
did not act.

Further, the rift within the Assam cabinet has also been attributed to have been
one of the causes of the riots. Chief Minister Gogoi has accused one of his minis-
ters, a Muslim, trying to overthrow him.

The reality of the situation is that for political and electoral purposes, Con-
gress is deliberately trying to put the nation in dark about the real situation in the
North-East, particularly Assam. Despite all the facts and files in its possession and
all the sources of information at its command, UPA feigns ignorance about the
crux of the problem. It is just a ruse because not solving the problem earns it
handsome electoral dividends. Therefore, except for shedding a few crocodile
tears every now and then, Congress is not going to do anything, as it has sat over
the directions of the Supreme Court for about 7 years. 

(The writer is the National Convener of Literature & Publications Cell of the BJP. )
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The only
solution

is
the

hardest
one

By Tathagata Roy

We must accept that Bangladeshi migration is the root cause of all
disaffection in Assam. Unless niceties are discarded and the task of
identifying and expelling foreigners taken up, Assam will continue to

see riots like last week's explosion
So where is Kokrajhar and who live there? Kokrajahar is district headquarters

town in 'Lower Assam' (Namoni Akhom in Assamese). Near Kokrajhar the mighty
river makes a wide leftwards right-angle turn, changing its flow from westwards to
southwards before it enters Bangladesh just below Dhuburi. It is also close to the
border with West Bengal's Koch Bihar district. Its topography is like that of any
river valley, plains sandwiched between the Bhutan Himalayas and the Garo Hills
of Meghalaya. The plains are alluvial, very fertile, were heavily forested and were
the abode of the Bodos, a Mongoloid tribal people, with names like Basumatary,
Narzary, Mahilary etc, and worshipping deities within the Hindu pantheon.

In 1937, after the first election held under British oversight, Assam got its first
Chief Minister (then called 'Premier'), Sir Syed Mohammed Sadullah, who decided
to 'Grow more' by importing Bengali Muslim cultivators, mostly from the district
of Mymensingh in East Bengal, just to the south-east of the present international
border near Dhuburi. He pursued an active policy of settling them on unoccupied
lands, especially the fertile char lands along the Brahmaputra, deforesting them
and cultivating them. The Bodos did not seriously mind, because there was enough
land and to spare. Only the British understood what was going on (not that they
disapproved) and dubbed Sadullah's 'grow more' as more of a 'grow more
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Mohammedans'. But they did not go public on this and let things take their own
course.

The influx meanwhile took the form of a steady stream and gradually began to
change the demographic composition of the place. It also continued after
Independence. The immigrants acted with great political sagacity and in every
census returned their mother tongue as 'Assamese' though most could not speak a
word of Assamese, using only the Mymensingh dialect of Bengali (so much so that
these Muslims are still referred to as 'Mymensinghias', as opposed to ethnic
Assamese Muslims called Goriyas, with whom the Assamese do not have any
issue). As a result, the Assam Congress, the major political party in the State also
did not mind. Not only were the immigrants a solid vote bank for the Congress; at
the time there was tension between Assamese speakers (inhabiting the Brahmaputra
valley) and Bengali speakers (inhabiting the Barak valley) in the state, and the
linguistic status returned by the immigrants helped the Assamese who were the
majority in the Congress.

B y the 1970s the Muslim population in the state had swollen to such proportions
as to render several districts Muslim-majority. Now the Assamese people sat up
and took notice. The All-Assam Students' Union, and later the Assam Gana
Parishad, started the 'anti-foreigners movement' which culminated in the horrendous
massacres of Gohpur and Nellie. Rajiv Gandhi's government tried to manage it by
enacting an extraordinary piece of legislation: the Illegal Migrants (Determination
by Tribunals) Act - IMDT law - until it was struck down by the Supreme Court in
2005.

In effect, the IMDT law formalised an Assam exception to India's citizenship
laws and gave legitimacy to the questionable citizenship practices prevalent in
Assam. By the end of 2006 the Indian Supreme Court intervened once again; this
time to nullify the pre-election notifications that had brought back the IMDT law
by the back door. However, the most devastating judicial critique of citizenship
practices in Assam so far is a July 2008 verdict of the Gauhati High Court. In a
case involving as many as 61 people who had been found to be 'foreigners', the
court said that most of them were able to avoid "proceedings against them as well
as their deportation from India' and that they have 'incorporated their names in the
voters' lists on the basis of which they must have cast their votes". One of them
with a Pakistani passport even contested the State Assembly elections in 1996.
Going further than any judicial opinion so far, the court said, 'large number of
Bangladeshis' in the state now play 'a major role in electing the representatives
both to the Legislative Assembly and Parliament and consequently, in the decision-
making process towards building the nation.' Not mincing words, the court described
their political influence as that of 'kingmakers'.

That is where things stand now. And with things thus, riots of the type that the
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country has seen in Kokrajhar will be endemic. The indigenous inhabitants of
Assam - an enormous pot-pourri of ethnic groups that are as varied as those in the
whole of India, comprising Assamese caste Hindus, Ahoms, Assamese 'Goriya'
Muslims, Bengali Hindus of the Barak valley, and the large variety of plains tribals
like Bodos, Miris, Rabhas, Cacharis, Lalungs, Mikirs, Dimasas, etc. - have realised
that if the East Bengali immigrant Muslims continues to grow in political stature
then one day they will demand an Anschluss with Bangladesh, and the result would
be unmitigated disaster. They will therefore rebel - as they have rebelled in
Kokrajhar.

As to the solution, things do not look hopeful primarily because of the reason
that we Indians prefer to be politically correct and pretend everything is bhai-bhai.
Behind this, of course, there is the solid realpolitik of vote banks, but there is also
our innate reluctance to accept the truth and go for the solution. Unless the disease
is diagnosed and accepted as such, no question of any cure can arise. The disease
is what the Gauhati High Court had, without regard to political niceties, pointed
out. And the cure lies in deportation, or at least disenfranchisement, of the
immigrants. How this will be done is the next question. But let's not jump the gun
- let's accept the solution first.           (Courtesy: The Pioneer)

(The author is a former West Bengal BJP President and BJP National Executive Member)
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Assam riots: What leaves
Bodos angry and frustrated?

By Simantik Dowerah

Why are the Bodos on a short fuse all the time? As
another conflagration sweeps across the Bodoland
districts—nearly 50 people have been killed and 170,000 rendered

homeless so far in the latest one—the time is apt to revisit the crux of the problem.
It’s unfortunate that the largest and the oldest plain tribe in Assam with a rich

cultural history would be known for conflicts only. It has indeed been a trouble-
torn history — the Bodos have found themselves at war with different people
from time to time with devastating results for both sides in the conflict. Their leaders
would say it is about rights, not
alone claim over land and local
resources.

“It is not land issue alone. It
is deprivation on several fronts.
Our areas remain
underdeveloped,” All Bodo
Students’ Union (ABSU)
president Pramod Boro told
Firstpost from Kokrajhar over
telephone. He would not admit
that Bodos are prone to picking up fights. “With the Assamese and Bengali
population we have led a fairly peaceful life. In 1996, we had an ethnic clash with
the Adivasis. But I believe that it was a third force that ignited the fire between the
Santhals and the Bodos,” Boro said.

The Bodo-Santhal conflict which broke out in May 1996 in Kokrajhar and
Gossaigaon resulted in the displacement of over 250,000 people. The fight started
again in 1998 triggering another wave of exodus from both communities. In both
the conflicts, hundreds lost their lives. During the dreaded 90s, militancy reached
its peak in Bodoland, particularly in Kokrajhar district.

It is no secret that Bodo militant groups like the National Democratic Front of
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Bodoland and Bodo Liberation Tigers Front used gun power to scare away non-
Bodo population from Bodo areas. The groups used force to assert their dominance
in areas where they were in minority. The Adivasi Cobra Force, the Santhal militant
wing, was born out of the relentless attack.

Boro, however, chose to differ. “The enquiry commission set up by the state
government to look into the Bodo-Santhal conflict never gave its report. So it is
wrong to blame the Bodos for the conflict. I still believe that some outside force
were behind this. If you go to a village today, you will find that both Bodos and
Santhals are co-existing peacefully,” the ABSU president said. Given the history
of conflicts this only appears partial truth. The Bodos have been in fight against
Bengalis too though it never escalated to unmanageable levels.

The latest conflict involves Bangladeshi migrants. According to Bodo leaders,
there has been large scale influx of illegal migrants to the Bodo districts. The local
population is now at the risk of turning into a minority. The increasing population
increases pressure on common economic resources too, they maintain.
“Bangladeshis are filling Assam every day. This is not a secret…They would no
longer be a minority. They would be majority very soon. Bangladeshis are a real
threat.” Kameswar Brahma, president, Bodo Sahitya Sabha (BSS), agrees. When
there would be pressure from external population, temperature will simmer, he
said.

Anjali Daimari, convenor, Bodo National Conference, said, “In the 80s and
90s the Muslim population was so less. Today the indigenous population is facing
a threat. People now say we are just a 20 percent of the population.”

Boro pointed out that new non-Bodo organisations coming out in BTAD areas
were a matter of concern. “These non-Bodo organisations are working against
the interest of the Bodos and also the non-Bodos. They are instigating a sense of
insecurity among the non-Bodo population in Bodo areas,” the ABSU chief said.

Brahma blamed the mess in the Bodo areas directly on the Central government.
“The Centre has failed to provide rights to the Bodos and Santhals. Even though
we have the Bodoland Territorial Areas District (BTAD) under the Bodoland
Territorial Council (BTC) it is more or less toothless,” Brahma told Firstpost.
“The state government is also neglecting the Bodo areas. Had the BTC got full
administrative and police power the present situation would not have escalated to
this extent. Lack of executive power to the body worsened the situation,” he said,
adding lack of opportunity and years of neglect have put the Bodos in a state of
distress.”

Both called for short and long term policies to end the recurring violence.
“There is an urgent need to review the entire internal security scenario in our areas.
The entire law and order situation needs an evaluation and reorganisation to instil
confidence among people,” Boro said. (Courtesy : First Post)
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Assam riots: Fruits of living in
denial over Bangladesh influx

By Venky Vembu

One of the red herrings being tossed around in the context
of the ongoing riots in Assam is that the Muslims who
attacked the Bodo tribals and drove them out of their homes are in fact

Indians, and that it breaks their bleeding riotous hearts to be branded Bangladeshi
settlers.

As perverse as that may sound, that claim isn’t an elaborate justification for
the riots as typical ‘boys will be boys’ conduct. But it does represent another
effort to draw the curtain on the fundational problem that underlies both the latest
riots and the simmering tensions in Assam and elsewhere in the North East: the
problem of unchecked infiltration of Bangladeshis into India.

Precise estimates of the number of illegal Bangladeshi immigrants in India are
hard to come by but conservative official estimates put it at over 20 million. But
every attempt to raise it as a matter of concern, and to point to the security and
other social perils that they come laden with have been met with cussed unwillingness
to face the facts.
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Lt Gen (Retd) SK Sinha, who served in the region and served as Assam
Governor following his retirement, knows what it means to raise the red flag of
warning. In 1998, as Governor, he sent a report to President KR Narayanan, in
which he warned of a grave danger to India’s security from the influx of illegal
migrants from Bangladesh.

In that report, Sinha had pointed out that even as far back as 1947, Pakistan
wanted Assam incorporated in East Pakistan (as the eastern province that
subsequently became Bangladesh was known). Only the opposition of regional
leaders thwarted that transfer, but the matter rankled with Pakistani leaders who
equated it as a dispute nearly as important as the Kashmir dispute. Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto is known to have claimed that Pakistan had “very good claims” over Assam
and some districts adjacent to East Pakistan.

Sinha’s report noted that even the father of the Bangladeshi revolution, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, whom India helped to liberate Bangladesh in1971, had expressed
a covetous desire for Assam, given its forest and mineral resources. “No matter
how friendly our relations with Bangladesh,” Sinha had warned, “we can ill-afford
to ignore the dangers inherent in a demographic invasion from that country.”

For his efforts, Sinha was pilloried by the Congress and the CPM and accused
of stoking communal tension. Some 22 Congress MPs wrote to the President
asking for Sinha’s recall.

Sinha’s concern all along, as a military strategist, was that the whole of India’s
north-easteren region was connected to the rest of India by a “chicken neck corder”
which, if cut off, would effectively isolate the region. He feared that the influx of
illegal migrants was turning lower Assam districts – particularly Dhubri and Goalpara
– into a Muslim-majority region, and that it would be only a matter of time before
they demanded merger with Bangladesh as part of a ‘Greater Bangladesh project’.
“The loss of lower Assam will sever the entire land mass of the northeast from the
rest of India and the rich natural resources of that region will be lost to the nation,”
Sinha had observed.

In the decade and more since then, the plot has played out exactly as Sinha
has predicted, and has been borne out by Census statistics over time, but most
political parties have been blind to the security and social threats arising therefrom.

The irony is that the Indian Muslims in Assam, for all their religious affinity with
the illegal Bangladeshi Muslim immigrants, lose just as much from the influx as the
other native people of Assam. The illegal immigrants compete for the same manual
work – as rickshaw pullers and in the construction and other industries. And being
somewhat more desperate for jobs, they are considered more industrious. And if
they manage to procure illegal citizenship documents in the black market, as often
happens, they illegal immigrants even have access to work under the NREGA
program and services under the National Rural Health Mission.
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Yet, political parties are reluctant to so much as have an honest conversation
on this issue.

On the other hand, the argument has been made that there may even be an
acceptable level of illegal immigration from Bangladesh on the ground that they
add to the cheap labour pool in India. This argument is specious on at least two
counts. For one, India isn’t exactly lacking in unskilled labour force, given the vast
numbers that still live in abject poverty in both rural and urban areas. If it weren’t
for rural employment guarantee schemes that have driven wage price inflation,
there would still be an abundance of cheap labour. And now, illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants have even begun to access these schemes and health services, driving
up the cost of service delivery.

For another, even if it’s an overstatement that every illegal immigrant is a potential
security threat, the presence of millions of such immigrants—who effectively remain
off the radar of the official agencies—is a recipe for disaster.

Even if it is the case that the riots in Kokrajhar, which have since spread to
other districts were not directly perpetrated by illegal immigrants, their unchecked
entry in the millions over time has played an undeniable role in sharpening religious
and ethnic polarisation in Assam and other States in the northeastern region. To
live in continued denial over this will only stoke the tensions even further.

Right now, the immediate need is for calm to be restored, but the longer a
mature discussion on the underlying problem is delayed, the bigger and more serious
will it get. 

(Courtesy : First Post)
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Assam Riots: How should India
deal with illegal migrants?

By Sanjay Chetia

Like any other region of India, Assam too has seen large scale migration
throughout history. Migrants from both sub-continent and from east were
accommodated and assimilated in the larger Assamese society. For instance

Ahoms who ruled Assam for over 600 years were descendants of ethnic Tai people
from Burma. Assamiya identity crystallized during the latter part of Ahom rule in
response to Islamic incursions from neighboring Bengal. Ahoms infact scored a
decisive victory against the marauding Mughal army in 1671. Thanks to the patronage
provided to Hinduism by later day Ahom Kings, many tribes dotting the complex
ethnic landscape of Assam were subsumed in to larger Hindu framework which
concomitantly and comfortably co-existed with an emerging Assamiya identity.
Linguistic conception of Assamese nationhood too played a decisive role in
strengthening the identity.

By the time India secured independence in 1947, Assam was a region with a
divergent demographic composition.  As a complex cauldron of polyethinicities,
state had Ahoms, various hill tribes of Nagaland, Meghalaya and Mizoram,
indigenous tribes like Bodos and Mising, migrants from peninsular India brought
by the British to work in tea industries, Sikhs living in villages near Nowgaon since
pre-colonial era and other migrants from rest of India who came for trade and
mainly inhabited cities. That was the time when Indian nationhood as we know it
came into being, and we became a republic a couple of years later. Not that it’s
not common knowledge, but it’s central to the debate as we seek to demonstrate.

The first wave of large-scale migration post-independence was in 1971 –
about 10 million Bengalis took refuge in India during the liberation war of Bangladesh
as they were persecuted by erstwhile West-Pakistani Army. About 100,000
Chakmas, a minority Buddhist tribe, from the Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bangladesh,
fled erstwhile East Pakistan as communal violence was unleashed on them. Chakmas
faced oppression on grounds of religion and ethnicity at the hands of the East
Pakistan government. Over and above the migration caused by such cataclysmic
events, extraordinary population density and pressure on land in East Bengal also
contributed to the migration. Many of them never returned and started competing
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with the native Assamese for land and resources.
Not surprisingly thanks to the radical reshaping of religious, ethnic, linguistic

composition of the state, due to the what now is called in popular narrative as
‘Illegal’ immigration’, Assamese started to agitate for deportation of Bangladeshi
refugee turned immigrants and the agitation reached its peak during early 80s. It’s
common knowledge that the ruling Congress struck gold in terms of huge number
of assured votes in the form of grateful Bangladeshis. That was one of the first
instances of Congress’s perhaps hugely successful experiment with vote bank politics
that entire India is familiar with today.

 Ruling Cong tried it’s best to maintain status quo as it suited them. It tried to
divide Assam by driving a wedge between Bodos and Ahoms – it was the  time
when demand for a separate ”Bodoland” started to emerge. The highly controversial
IMDT Act of 1983 was enacted that made it near impossible for a Bangladeshi
migrant to be deported from Assam. Under the Act, the onus of establishing
nationality rests not on the illegal migrant, not on the government,but on an individual
who had to pay a fee to lodge a complaint to a stipulated jurisdiction. It took 22
years for the Supreme Court to repeal IMDT Act as un-constitutional in 2005.
The economic disparity between Bangladesh and India coupled with a government
friendly to illegal immigrants and a corrupt security force manning borders ensured
that large scale immigration continue unabated.

Assam agitation culminated in “Assam Accord” signed by the central
government and representatives of All Assam Students Union. This was largely an
economic package and along with Illegal Migration Determination by Tribunal
(IMDT) Act, enacted two years before the accord, virtually regularized illegal
migrants from Bangladeshis who migrated into India up to March, 1971 and even
beyond. Peace was bought through a financial package on one hand, and status-
quo prevailed in terms of accepting Bangladeshis who migrated before March,
1971 as Indian citizens on the other. The vote bank was saved. Constitutionality
of such an accord between a students union and central govt was never questioned.

What followed was rise of armed rebellion by United Liberation Front of
Assam demanding independence from India. ULFA became yet another outfit
from North East asking for freedom from India, after National Socialist Council of
Nagaland and Mizo National Front. President’s rule ensued and AFSPA was
applied to quell the “militancy”. ULFA militancy was controlled by sustained military
action on one hand and rival militancy of outfits like National Democratic Front of
Bodoland and Muslim United Liberation Tigers of Assam etc. on the other. If
rumors are to be believed the other outfits were created and sponsored by state
as counterweight to ULFA. How far is that true is anybody’s guess.

 The other consequence of Assam agitation and accord was All Assam Students
Union (AASU) developing into a full-fledged political party – Assam Gana Parishad
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(AGP), first credible opposition to Congress in Assam, it had two, including a
partial tenure, clueless, lacking in vision, and largely unremarkable tenures as govt
in the state. In the last elections Assam United Democratic Front (AUDF)
representing the now substantial Muslim population of Assam overtook AGP to
become the second largest party after Congress in state assembly.

 The Bangladeshi migrants who came as refugees initially struggled to make a
living and gradually started competing for land and resources with villages in
hinterland leading to violent clashes with the natives the worst of which we are
witnessing in Kokrajhar that saw more than 40 people killed and close to 200000
people mostly Bodos displaced from their home and rendered refugees.

 Predictably, Congress is in the same denial mode refusing to accept that Illegal
Bangladeshi Migrants are the source of problem and taking refuge behind Assam
Accord which they signed with AASU to legitimize Bangladeshi migrants. They
tend to be ably supported by the mainstream national media that has over the
years become an appendage of the state. The rest of Assam is helplessly watching
from the sidelines as the state is still under AFSPA marked by heavy presence of
security forces. They nurture a hope that Army/SFs will take care of the situation
and restore their rights as citizens, as they ought to have in normal circumstances.
Or maybe they have reconciled to vote bank politics which they know is a reality
they have to live with.

 Assam accord which I consider dubious (it legitimized millions of Bangladeshi
immigrants who came in before 1971 instead of taking 1947, the year of
independence as the only acceptable point of time as it ought to have since India
became Republic) is at the heart of the debate. The matter was too important to
be have been left it to an inexperienced students union and the ruling party to
decide that it was merely an economic package that was needed for the state. The
matter should have been decided at least by the parliament after a thorough national
level debate. If the issue of Citizenship and the Citizen’s rights over Foreign Migrants
is a regional issue then by that stretch even the issue of Territorial Integrity should
also be a regional one.

Having said that, Bangladeshi migrants are a reality that we as a nation must
acknowledge. The economic disparity we have with Bangladesh that drives
migration cannot be overlooked. We have to deal with them and decide the
approach we want to take, should we confine them to refugee camps – the approach
many countries take, or allow them to legitimately earn a living as non citizens –
like in Dubai for e.g. is a call the Nation has to take collectively through parliament.

Certain amount of labor migration from various countries comprising South
Asia is to be expected for economic reason considering the disparity in the
economies of various countries. So the first approach that involves confining all
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illegal migrants to camps and treating them as convicts, even though it’s the most
popular method being used by the western world including US to deal with the
issue of illegal migration, may not be practical or desirable in India’s case. Hence
the second approach of allowing them to legitimately stay, with limited rights, and
earn a living, knowing fully well that they will compete with Indian labours, increasing
supply in the labor market, seems to be the best available alternative.

 Having infiltrated into India, illegal migrants would either head for cities for
jobs, or look for pieces of fertile land to own. Our Villages are ill equipped to
handle more than handful of migrants to help them as farm hands or at odd jobs,
least of all share their agricultural lands with them. Cities on the other hand have a
voracious appetite for labors, and they are better equipped than the villages in
terms of availability of sufficient police force to take care of law & order situations,
utilities, and job opportunities to make it possible for the migrants to make a living
without land ownership, the downside of which is driving down of wages in the
labor market.

 If we “must” have migrants from other countries, we must have them in cities
which are better equipped to handle them and their cosmopolitan nature reduces
friction between communities and provide a support base for various communities,
which can not be expected from villages anywhere, and any attempt at forcing
villages to accept and share resources with foreign migrants will lead to bloody
clashes the kind of which we are seeing in Assam.

 IMDT Act, enacted by the ruling Cong in 1983 that replaced the Foreigner’s
Act of 1946, was clearly driven by political agenda of vote bank. Supreme Court
declared the act unconstitutional in 2005, but 22 years were enough to change the
demographic along with electoral landscape of Assam. The rights of Scheduled
Tribes like Bodos etc. and also that of non-tribal villagers need to protected at all
cost. And rights of foreign migrants cannot be put on the same pedestal as those of
citizens.

There is no dearth of practical solutions and ideas as expressed by the opinion
leaders, well informed and good intentioned people Like here (http://
in.news.yahoo.com/blogs/opinions/beyond-blockade-key-manipur-20100615-
010111-765.html) and here (http://storify.com/Dosabandit/illegal-migration-issue-
tweeple-suggestions), which thanks to a democratic social media have made it
possible for people to express and spread. Thanks to them a renewed and much
needed debate on a national level on the crucial issue of how to deal with Illegal
Migration has been set rolling which till now was sadly absent in the main stream
media. Whatever be the solution that emerges from the debate can only be better
than dubious accords and flawed legislations like IMDT. 

(Courtesy : Center Right India)



Assam Riots — 2012        36

The illegal identity
By General Shankar Roychowdhury

The flawed and incredibly unwieldy procedure for identification of illegal
immigrants heavily favours the 'illegal'

The fundamental doctrine, "the more you use, the less you lose", on the use of
force in mass was formulated prior to World War II by the German Panzer general,
Heinz Wilhelm Guderian, a military genius universally revered in military circles.

Though it was developed in the context of high-intensity armoured warfare in
Europe, with variations in time, space and local situations, the same principle can
be applicable to internal security situations as well when law, order and public
safety are required to be restored at the earliest, with minimum loss of life and
property.

The parallels are not as far-fetched as they may appear - the doctrine of mass
is common to both but requires to be interpreted appropriately. Internal security
or law and order are also operational situations which require rapid induction and
deployment of security forces and administrative resources into the affected areas
in adequate strength, backed by determined political support.

Another cardinal principle of internal security and law and order operations
which often goes by the board in emergency situations is that of minimum force.
While the use of force has to be minimum, it should nevertheless be commensurate
with the extent and intensity of the disturbances for which intervention has become
necessary. It must be minimum but adequate to overwhelm disorder if possible in
the very initial stages and literally stamp it out of existence, something always
difficult to immediately assess at very short notice and based on fragmentary
information. It is thus better to overreact in strength at the earliest and reduce
force levels subsequently rather than the reverse.

Intervention in adequate strength is precisely what does not seem to have
happened when dealing with the recent outbreak of violence in Kokrajhar, Assam,
between tribal Bodos and immigrants with a predominantly Bangladeshi
background. It was a clash of ethnicities with communal overtones, combining the
worst aspects of all contingencies.
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The primary responsibility of preventing and controlling internal disturbances
is always that of the state government concerned, which has to be the first to
respond due to its proximity to the situation. Failures reflect either incompetence
or disengagement on the part of the local administration and the political leadership
at state level. If Kokrajhar is taken as a typical case in point, then the entire
responsibility has to be borne by the government of Assam. Chief minister Tarun
Gogoi's petulance in berating the Centre for inadequate intelligence is totally
unacceptable, because local intelligence is the responsibility of state governments
whose agencies are expected to remain in touch with local situations and be aware
of their possible fallout within the state.

However, Mr Gogoi's comments in the matter of delayed dispatch and
inadequate strength of Central reinforcements are more understandable, though
the Centre, too, may have its own case here. With large areas of the country on a
slow boil due to insurgency, terrorism, volatile borders and deteriorating law and
order situations, uncommitted reserves of Central police and paramilitary forces
have wound down to inadequate levels to rush reinforcements for every fresh
outbreak. In the case of Kokrajhar, Central forces were required to be swept up
from all corners of the country, many from ongoing deployments, and re-assigned
to Kokrajhar and other affected districts of Assam. Transportation is laborious
because the rail route is far from being the fastest means of movement. The time
has long arrived to use air as the primary mode of transport for at least the initial
contingents to the zone of deployment with the balance following on by other
modes of transportation. Direct "heliborne operations" into specific points of
intervention have to be seriously considered as a routine requirement.

However, the inevitable political mudslinging and verbal catfights between the
government and the Opposition tend to sidetrack and obscure (often by design)
the much larger and contentious issue highlighted by the Kokrajhar clashes - that
of the long-running illegal influx from Bangladesh, particularly into the eastern states
of India, where Assam has always been amongst the most afflicted. It is a highly
painful and volatile political sore that refuses to heal because of vested interests
amongst the Indian political class who are the attending physicians. Political interests
have always been held paramount to win and retain the support of sections of the
population at the ballot box even at the cost of national security. The state leadership
of Assam under the present dispensation cannot claim to be any different.

As in all other aspects, identification of illegal migrants from Bangladesh along
the Indo-Bangladesh border in Assam as well as in Tripura and West Bengal has
been reduced to a gigantic farce. Mizoram, with its distinctive tribal society, has
succeeded to some extent in keeping illegal migrants from Bangladesh at bay, but
here, too, the water has started seeping in through the dykes. To begin with is the
flawed and incredibly unwieldy procedure of identification, which heavily favours
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the "illegal" ab initio, and under which the bonafides of individuals under scrutiny
are accepted as genuine, leaving the burden of proving otherwise on the state.
This is an impossible task, given the non-existent personal documentation and
official record-keeping. It is impossible to ascertain identities along the porous
borders of Assam. Angry outbursts from local communities, as witnessed in
Kokrajhar, are the result of frustrated exasperation and are indicators of a worsening
situation.

The sequence of events in most such outbreaks repeats the commonalities. To
begin with, administrative authorities routinely claim that they had little or no warning
of any imminent violence, which often develops from incidents as absurdly trivial
as a collision between two cyclists or bargaining over the price of groceries. Police
resources at the local level are invariably inadequate for such sudden outbreaks,
which indicates a socio-cultural and socio-economic environment latent with hair-
trigger tensions even in everyday activities.

The police and administration are beleaguered everywhere and need to be
provided the resources and leadership capable of reacting at short notice. This is
the main lesson of Kokrajhar and we need to take a serious note of it. 

(The writer is a former Chief of Army Staff and a former member of Parliament)
Courtesy :The Asian Age
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Silent Invasion
By Prakash Nanda

In its latest “Annual Report”, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has admitted
that checking illegal migration from Bangladesh is a major challenge “considering
the porous nature of the international border”. But then, it is only one part of

the story. Here, the government wants us to convey that it is trying its best to
check the illegal immigration, but that is proving to be a difficult task given the
nature of the border that features “riverine areas, hills and jungles”. But then, there
is another part of the story which the present UPA government does not say fully.
And that is the fact that it is afraid of taking any remedial measures, let alone
preventive steps, in deporting back the “illegal Bangladeshis” in India.

In a written reply in the Rajya Sabha on March 21, 2012, Minister of State for
Home Affairs Mullappally Ramachandran said: “There are reports of Bangladeshi
nationals having settled in India without valid travel documents. As entry of such
Bangladeshi nationals into the country is clandestine and surreptitious, it is not
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possible to have a correct estimate of such illegal immigrants living in the country.
A number of Bangladeshi nationals who have entered into the country on valid
travel documents have been found to be overstaying. As per information available,
28,667 Bangladeshi nationals were found to be overstaying as on December 31,
2010.”

What about the number of those Bangladeshis who have entered illegally?
Here, the UPA government is prevaricating. For instance, Ramachandran was
quoted as having said sometime in 2011 that “almost 1.4-million illegal Bangladeshis
have migrated to India over the past decade alone”. But Home Minister P
Chidambaram has suggested on many occasions that there is no official number of
the illegal Bangladeshis and that the cited numbers are only “estimates”. And this
despite the fact that on July 14, 2004, in reply to an unstarred question in Parliament,
the then Union Minister of State for Home Shriprakash Jaiswal had stated that out
of 1,20,53,950 illegal Bangladeshi infiltrators all over India, 50,00,000 Bangladeshi
were present in Assam alone as on December 31, 2001. West Bengal topped the
list with 57, 00,000 Bangladeshis. The figures were based on Intelligence Bureau
reports”.

Another Indian Home Minister, the late Indrajit Gupta (a veteran Communist),
had disclosed in Parliament on May 6, 1997, that “there were upwards of ten
million illegal Bangladeshi infiltrators who have made India their home”. The late
JN Dixit, a Foreign Secretary and National Security Advisor of India, wrote in
2000: “We have definite information that between seven to nine million Bangladeshi
foreign nationals have not only migrated illegally but also registered into India.”
And an Indian Home Ministry estimate prepared in 2001 had said: “Approximately,
150-170 lakh Bangladeshi infiltrators have crossed into India illegally since 1971.”

My sources in the IB say that at present, there must be at least 30 to 40
millions of illegal Bangladeshis in India. They have silently invaded India, but our
“secular” government at the Centre will have nothing to do with it. And this despite
the fact that the then Governor of Assam Lt. Gen (Retd.) SK Sinha had authored
a “Report” in 1998 and titled it “Illegal Migration into Assam”. This “Report” was
submitted to the President of India. In it, the Governor “warned that if the present
trends are not arrested, the indigenous people of Assam would be reduced to a
minority and there may, in course of time, be a demand for the merger of Muslim-
dominated bordering districts with Bangladesh”. Governor’s report called the
infiltration a “national threat”. This assessment, it is important to note, has been
shared subsequently by the Assam High Court and the Supreme Court of India.

It may be noted here that the Muslim population in Assam in between 1971
and 1991 increased 77.42 per cent as against the figure of 41.89 per cent by the
Hindus. In between 1991 and 2001, the corresponding figures were 29.3 per
cent for Muslims and 14.95 for Hindus. It is not surprising therefore that today,
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out of the total 24 districts of Assam, six districts have 60 per cent Muslim population
while another six have above 40 per cent of them. And, out of the 126 assembly
seats, election of 54 MLAs (Members of Legislative Assembly) depends on the
Muslim vote bank. And all this has been due to the influx of the illegal immigrants
from neighbouring Bangladesh. In fact, the trend is similar in West Bengal. In
between 1981 and 1991, the census figure shows that the Muslim population in
the state rose by 36.67 per cent as against that of 21.05 per cent of Hindus. And
in between 1991 and 2001, the corresponding figures were 26.1 per cent for
Muslims and 14.26 per cent for Hindus.

Coming back to Assam, it is becoming increasingly evident that because of
illegal Bangladeshi voters, the political landscape of the state is set for a big change.
The illegal voters are about to not only pose a serious threat to the socio-cultural
identity and stability of the State, but may also be in a position to form their
Government and have their own Chief Minister. The threat was clearly enunciated
when on July 23, 2008, the Guwahati High Court stated in a judgment:
“Bangladeshis have become kingmakers in Assam.”

Whatever the reasons behind the huge number of Bangladeshi nationals in
India, experts say that their overall presence in the country, and the east and northeast
regions in particular, is shattering of the socio-economic balance in the region, not
to speak of distorting the region’s politics. Illegal immigrants not only occupy char
areas in the riverine belt, but also lead to the growth of unauthorised settlements
on government lands, agricultural lands, grazing reserves and forest areas. They
compete with genuine Indians for jobs, thereby worsening the already serious
unemployment problem.

Besides, Indian intelligence officials have often complained that Pakistan has
fished in the troubled water in the sense that it, with active grassroots- support of
Harakat ul-Jihad-I-Islami-Bangladesh (HUJI-B), Lashkar-e-Tayyaba and Jaish-
e-Mohammad (all are notorious fundamentalist terrorist outfits in South Asia ), has
used its “agents” under the guise of immigrants to exacerbate the communal
disharmony between the Hindus and Muslims in parts of the country and promote
secessionist- terrorist activities. Besides, many of these immigrants have indulged
in smuggling, trafficking, drug peddling, illegal cow smuggling and trans-border
gang robbery.

Interestingly, there is also a linkage between immigration from Bangladesh and
the division of British India in 1947. This is particularly true in the case of Assam.
There were serious attempts at the time of partition to see that Assam went to
Pakistan, because always people over-populated East Bengal (which became
part of Pakistan) had traditionally migrated to Assam for work. And this trend
continued even after partition. So much so that the Muslim population in Assam,
which was about 190,0000 in 1947, increased to about 360,0000 within 25 years
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of Independence by 1972. In 1971, Bangladesh emerged as a sovereign nation
after liberation war against Pakistan with the help of Indian Army. But its first
Prime Minister Sheikh Mujibur Rahman remained consistent with his views that,
“without the inclusion of Assam the East Bengal economy could not be balanced”.

In fact, right since Pakistan’s inception in 1947, its geopolitical design has
been to promote “Muslim expansionism” in Assam and balkanise India on the
basis of religion. ZA Bhutto had spelt out this design as far back as 1968. The late
Prime Minister of Pakistan wrote about the geo-political aims of Pakistan in his
book, The Myth of Independence. He argued: “It would be wrong to think that
Kashmir is the only dispute that divides India and Pakistan, though it is undoubtedly
the most significant one, at least is nearly as important as the Kashmir dispute is
that of ASSAM and some districts adjacent to East Pakistan.”

It is not that Indian political leadership and officials are unaware of the problem,
but then they, particularly the Congress (including Trinamool Congress of Mamata
Banerjee, now Chief Minister of West Bengal) and the Communists, who between
them, have dominated the politics of West Bengal and Assam, have tended to
ignore it, the reason being “vote bank politics’. They have even tried to circumvent
the Supreme Court which has struck down the Assam-specific IMDT (Illegal
Migration Determination Tribunal) Act. When Assam vote-bank politics dictated
passage of the Foreigners’ (Tribunals for Assam) Order, 2006, the Supreme Court
struck it down again.

The courts say that India cannot have two different sets of laws to detect
illegal immigration. After all, the normal laws of the country say that the onus of
proving “citizenship” is always on the accused. But the UPA government wants a
different law for Assam where the burden of proving the citizenship or otherwise
rests on the accuser and the police. And it justifies this absurdity (rather “illegality”)
on grounds of providing “special protections” against undue harassment to the
“minorities”.

What a perverse logic, which is nothing but highly communal in a secular country
such as ours! 

Courtesy : UAI India
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Assam on a suicide course
By R N Ravi

ASSAM is yet again in flames! Scores are dead, many more are feared to
have suffered the same fate and/or are missing and some 200,000 have
been rendered homeless in renewed bouts of ethnic violence in a large

swathe of lower Assam. Flames are leaping in other areas. Chief minister Tarun
Gogoi has sternly warned the miscreants and threatened to unleash the might of
the state on them. True to his known reflex, he has indented more troops and
money from his comrade-in-arms, Union home minister P Chidambaram, to “firmly”
deal with the situation. Several districts are under curfew and the police have been
issued shoot-at-sight orders. The Army has been called out as if its personnel
were in barracks!

Chidambaram, and, if not him, then certainly his minions from Delhi, would
descend on Assam, have closed-door confabulations with their like in the state
government and commanders in uniform and, before returning to Delhi, would
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drop, for the media’s consumption, some beaming nuggets of confidence such as
the “situation is under control” and “all would be well soon”.

The scenario is all too familiar to anyone, even those having a nodding
acquaintance with Assam. Only the scene of carnage and victims differ from case
to case. Such utterances from the eminences in Delhi and Dispur are not uncommon.
These were heard when the Rabhas and Garos set against each other in Goalpara
in 2011, when the Dimasas and Zemi Nagas gunned each other down in 2009 in
the North Cachar Hills, when the Rabhas and Muslims clashed in 2008 in Goalpara,
when the Bodos and Muslims butchered each other in 2008 in Udalguri-Darrang,
when Hindi-speaking migrant labourers were attacked in 2007 in central and upper
Assam, when the Dimasas and Karbis hacked each other in the hill districts in
2005, and when minorities were wantonly targeted in lower Assam in 2004.

One wonders at the quaint chemistry of these gentlemen who every time tell
the same brazen lies and get a good night’s sleep unmindful of what happens to
hapless victims. If only their conscience were not on rent!

Assam, home to innumerable ethnic denominations, is arguably the most
heterogeneous state in India. Varied communities shared a common space in peace
for millennia, observing traditional protocols of mutual engagement. Skirmishes of
grave intensity, in colonial and even post-colonial days, were few and far between
until recent decades. First to rock the boat were migrants from outside Assam,
mainly from Bangladesh, whose robust demography posed a credible threat to the
natives, who feared their growth would lead to the eventual loss of their ownership
of the state.

They protested. The idioms of protests were couched in terms of imminent
threats to the identity and culture of the natives. Such was the core narrative of the
Assam Agitation. Although the socio-psychological impact of the Assam Agitation
has not been adequately assessed as yet and is a pregnant subject for research, its
aftermath has been insidious. It radiated the logic of preservation of identity and
culture to the ever-increasing number of constituent communities of the state. The
fear of the migrants has morphed into fear of the neighbours. The seeds for the
unravelling of Assam were planted.

Ironically, the state government, abetted by the Centre, instead of pursuing the
syncretic politics of inclusion — a strategy imperative for the survival of an ethnically
heterogeneous society — did the reverse. It stoked and cynically pandered to the
politics of ethno-exclusivism. Its indiscreet acts and omissions accentuated the
latent fears of the subaltern communities and reinforced their apprehensions of the
“others”. Some of them resorted to brutal ethnic cleansing. Egregious violence
against Adivasis in Kokrajhar district, lower Assam, in 1992, in which scores of
them were killed and over 200,000 rendered homeless refugees, was an enterprise
in ethnic cleansing. It was repeated in 1993-94 in the same district against migrant
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Muslims. In these horrendous acts of carnage the state government looked the
other way. Should one be surprised if it soon led to the birth of armed militias
among Adivasis and migrant Muslims for protection, retribution and revenge?

Politics of ethno-exclusivism received a boost when the late Hiteshwar Saikia,
then chief minister of Assam, created six ethnicity-based autonomous councils
through acts of the state legislature in 1995 on the eve of the assembly elections,
apparently to reap electoral dividends. His legacy is being vigorously carried on
by Tarun Gogoi. The controversial Bodo Accord in 2003, presided over by him,
gave a toxic twist to the politics of ethno-exclusivism with far reaching sinister
implications for the stability and integrity of Assam. The accord, in order “to fulfill
the aspirations of the Bodo people”, created an autonomous territorial council in
form and substance that was nothing short of a subversion of the benign spirit of
the Sixth Schedule.

The Sixth Schedule, as incorporated in the Constitution, was an audacious
experiment in the democratic devolution of governance of a specified territory
through an autonomous territorial council with considerable legislative, executive
and judicial mandates. It did not stipulate any discrimination among the residents
of the specified territory on any ground whatsoever. All residents had equal political
rights, irrespective of their ethnicities. The Bodoland Territorial Council upended
the principle of equality and introduced a sinister provision of discrimination among
the denizens. Of the 40 elected seats in the council, it reserved 30 for the Bodos.
Such a measure is not only insidious in principle but is egregiously iniquitous as the
minority Bodos acquired a disproportionate majority share in political power. No
wonder the BTC has kept neither the Bodos nor the others at peace since then.
Gogoi in 2005, with the Assembly elections due the following year, did a repeat of
1995 and created, as if with vengeance on Assam, 14 autonomous and development
councils along ethnicity lines. One of these councils was for Thengal Kacharis, a
small community of a few thousand, who until then belonged to the Sonowal Kachari
family. The fact that their habitat falls in Titabor constituency of Gogoi was perhaps
potent enough to merit a council for them. This is a classic illustration of cynical
invention and accentuation of identity through amoebic multiplication of an existing
one. Needless to say, each of these ethnicity-based councils has created many
more disgruntled communities who, out of rancour and a sense of iniquity, are
raring for a fight.

Gogoi, in his macho pursuit of the politics of ethno-exclusivism, changed the
more than century-old politically neutral name of the North Cachar Hills district to
a highly controversial and politically fraught Dima Hasao in 2011. It symbolises
the pre-eminence of the Dimasa community. It was done — in the teeth of opposition
from the majority of the district’s population and also sane elements among the
Dimasas, who constitute barely 34 per cent of the population — to appease a
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militia group considered a surrogate of the state. The very next day of the decision
on name change, some new non-Dimasa ethnic militias were born. With their
sporadic violent protests, they are keeping the region restive.

Assam is straining at the seams of innumerable ethnicities. It is a powder keg
and the powder is rendered ever dry by the divisive politics of ethno-exclusivism.
A small spark anywhere is enough to trigger an explosion. The current conflagration
raging through lower Assam is a direct fallout of this. It may be subdued using
overwhelming force, but it will be a temporary respite only to erupt again soon,
with no less virulence. To survive, Assam urgently needs the healing therapy of
inclusive politics.  But with the state and the Union governments in sync over
playing the opposite game, does it have a chance? 

(The writer is a recently retired Special Director, Intelligence Bureau)
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IMDT Act is the biggest barrier to
deportation, says Supreme Court

The Supreme Court held that the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals)
Act, 1983 and rules "has created the biggest hurdle and is the main impediment or
barrier in the identification and deportation of illegal migrants."

A three-judge Bench comprising Chief Justice R.C. Lahoti, Justice G.P. Mathur
and Justice P.K. Balasubramanyan, which, on Tuesday, struck down the IMDT
Act as unconstitutional, observed: "The presence of such a large number of illegal
migrants from Bangladesh, which runs into millions, is in fact an aggression on the
State of Assam and has also contributed significantly in causing serious internal
disturbances in the shape of insurgency of alarming proportions."

The court, in its 114-page judgment, noted that this "aggression" had made the
life of the people of Assam "wholly insecure and the panic generated thereby had
created fear psychosis." The Bench said this hampered the growth of Assam though
it had vast natural resources. The rest of the country viewed it as a disturbed area
and hence there were no investments or employment opportunities, giving rise to
insurgency.

Justice Mathur, writing the judgment for the Bench, pointed out that the IMDT
Act and Rules had been so made that innumerable and insurmountable difficulties
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were created in identification and deportation of illegal migrants. The Bench noted
that though enquiries were initiated in 3,10,759 cases under the IMDT Act, only
10,015 persons were declared illegal migrants and only 1,481 illegal migrants
were physically expelled up to April 30, 2000.

This, the Bench said, "comes to less than half per cent of the cases initiated."
On the contrary in West Bengal, where Foreigners Act was applicable, 4,89,046
persons were deported between 1983 and November 1998, which was a lesser
period. Thus the IMDT Act "is coming to the advantage of such illegal migrants as
any proceedings initiated against them almost entirely ends in their favour, enables
them to have a document having official sanctity to the effect that they are not
illegal migrants."

The Bench said "the IMDT Act and the Rules clearly negate the constitutional
mandate contained in Article 355 of the Constitution, where a duty has been cast
upon the Union of India to protect every State against external aggression and
internal disturbance. The IMDT Act, which contravenes Article 355 of the
Constitution is, therefore, wholly unconstitutional and must be struck down."

The judges said the impact of such large-scale illegal migrants not only affected
Assam but also other north-eastern States as the route to these places passed
through Assam. The Bench said the influx of Bangladeshi nationals into Assam
posed a threat to the integrity and security of the north-eastern region.

Their presence had changed the demographic character of the region and the
local people of Assam had been reduced to a status of minority in certain districts.
The judges said the enforcement of the IMDT Act had helped the illegal migrants
to stay in Assam. The illegal migrants had affected the language, script and culture
of the local people. The Bench directed constitution of fresh tribunals under the
Foreigner (Tribunals) Order, 1964.

(Courtesy : The Hindu)
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dkaxzsl oksV cSad dh jktuhfr NksM+]

ns'kfgr esa dke djs
dey lans'k C;wjks

vle esa gky dh lkEiznkf;d fgalk esa vHkh gtkjksa yksxksa dh tkusa pyh xbZ vkSj yk[kksa

yksx cs?kjckj gks x,A vle ds fupys Hkkx ds dksdjk>kM+ vkSj fpjkx ftyksa esa Hkkjr esa clus
okys cksMks yksxksa vkSj voSËk :i ls ?kqliSB djus okys ckaXyknsf'k;ksa ds chp gq, minzo ls lhekikj
ls n'kdksa ls gks jgh ?kqliSB ds dkj.k foLQksVd fLFkfr lkeus vk xbZ gSA fo'ks"kKksa dk ekuuk
gS fd bu voSËk ?kqliSfB;ksa ds dkj.k bu reke o"kksZa esa u dsoy jkT; dh tulkaf[;dh; fLFkfr
cny xbZ gS] cfYd mUgksaus vkfnokfl;ksa vkSj jkT; ds fuokfl;ksa ij Hkh dCtk dj fy;k gS ftlls
yksxksa esa vlarks"k QSy x;k gS gky dh fgalkRed ?kVuk,a bldk mnkgj.k izLrqr djrh gSA okrkoj.k
vc Hkh rukoiw.kZ gS vkSj NqViqV ?kVuk,a fujarj tkjh gSaA gtkjksa ?kj tyk fn, x, gSa] ftlls 5000
ls vfËkd xkao izHkkfor gq, gSa vkSj yksxksa dks jkgr dSaiksa esa 'kj.k ysus ij etcwj gksuk iM+k gSA
;gka rd fd jsyxfM+;ksa dks Hkh fu'kkuk cuk;k x;k vkSj blls ,d txg ls nwljh txg tkus esa
ckËkk cM+h gS ftlls vkard QSy x;k gSA

vle ds fupys Hkkx ds cksMksyS.M VSjhVksfj;y vkVksukWel ftyksa (chVh,Mh) esa tkrh; >M+isa
nqHkkZX;iw.kZ vkSj fuanuh; gSA ijUrq bl izdkj dh >M+iksa dk gksuk dksbZ ,slh ckr ugha gS ftldh
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vk'kk u dh tk jgh gksA ;fn ge vle fgalk ds dkj.kksa ij xkSj djsa rks ge ik,axs fd bldk
,d  yEck vkSj tfVy bfrgkl gS] ftlls ,d ckr lkeus mHkj dj vkrh gS fd NksVh lh ?kVuk
Hkh jkT; esa fpaxkjh dh rjg HkM+d dj 'kksyksa esa ifjofrZr gks ldrh gSA okLro esa bl ckj D;k
dqN gqvk] bldk vanktk yxkuk eqf'dy gSA fjiksVksZa ds vuqlkj cksMks vkfnokfl;ksa vkSj vizoklh
eqfLye leqnk; ds chp LFkkuh; :i ls ?kfVr >M+iksa us vle ds fupys Hkkx ds iwjs {ks= dks
fgalk dh yisV esa ys fy;k  vkSj bu {ks=ksa esa lsuk dh rSukrh ds ckjs esa gq, v{kE; foyEc us
rks fLFkfr dks vkSj Hkh cnrj cuk fn;kA fdUrq] vle iqfyl dk dguk gS fd >M+ias ml le;
'kq: gqbZ tc 19 tqykbZ dks nks eqfLyeksa dh gR;k dh izfrfÿ;k esa dksdjk>kM+ ftys esa ckaXykns'kh
foLFkkfirksa us pkj cksM+ks ;qodksa dks ekj MkykA vkSj] bl izdkj dksdjk>kM+ dh xSaxokj us fpjkx+]
<qcjh vkSj cksaxkbZxkao dks naxksa dh yisV esa ys fy;kA cksM+ks yksxksa dk dguk gS fd mudk gR;k
dh ?kVukvksa ls dksbZ ysuk nsuk ugha gS vkSj os ekurs gSa fd ;fn vijkfËk;ksa dks le; jgrs idM+
fy;k tkrk rks fLFkfr dkcw ls ckgj u gksrhA vle ds eq[;ea=h r:.k xksxksbZ ds dSfcusV lg;ksfx;ksa
vkSj ftyk dkaxzsl lnL;ksa ,oa jkT; iz'kklu dh psrkouh ds ckotwn fdlh us Hkh bl fo"k; dks
xEHkhjrk ls ugha fy;k vkSj u gh fgalk dks fu;af=r djus ds fy, fuokj.kdkjh dne mBk, x,A

;g Hkh vkjksi gS fd vle dh dkaxzsl ljdkj us pqIih lkËk j[kh D;ksafd cksMks ihiqYl ›aV
mudk lg;ksxh Hkkxhnkj gS] tcfd voSËk :i ls ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB, mudk izeq[k oksV cSad gSaA
vc rks jkT; dh dkuwu O;oLFkk bl cqjh rjg ls fcxM+ pqdh gS fd Lo;a eq[;ea=h Hkh ekurs
gSa fd bl ujlagkj esa jktuhfr dke dj jgh gS D;ksafd muds lkFk dke djus okys yksx gh mUgsa
gVkus dh lkft'k dj jgs gSa vkSj blds fy, mUgksaus dsUnzh; x`gea=h dh fuf"ÿ;rk dh Hkh vkykspuk
dhA blh izdkj] vle ds dkaxzslh lkalnksa us iwoZ x`gea=h ih- fpnEcje ls eqykdkr djus ds
ckn jkT; ljdkj dh vkykspuk dh vkSj ekuk fd ^^gekjk jkT; ljdkj ls Hkjkslk mB x;k gS
vkSj og fgalk dks fu;af=r djus esa v{ke gS rFkk ;gh dkj.k gS fd geus dsUnz ls gLr{ksi djus
dk vkxzg fd;k gSA**

iz'u ;g mBrk gS fd D;k vle esa dkaxzsl ljdkj dksdjk>kM+ esa rFkk blds vklikl {ks=ksa
esa fcxM+rh fLFkfr ds fy, lhËks&lhËks vkijkfËkd ykijokgh dh ftEesnkj ugha gS] tcfd bl izdkj
ds fuf'pr gh gksus okys Vdjko ds ladsr igys ls fey jgs Fks\ nwljs] D;k dsUnz dh
dkaxzsl&uhr&;wih, ljdkj Hkh nks"kh ugha gS D;ksafd og bl ckr dks vPNh rjg ls tkurh Fkh
vkSj fQj Hkh og tkucw>dj fuf"ÿ; jgh fd Vdjko dk ewy dkj.k D;k gS& ;kuh og tkurh
Fkh fd bldk dkj.k vle esa ckaXyknsf'k;ksa dh Hkkjh ?kqliSB gS] ftlesa cksM+ks {ks= Hkh 'kkfey gS\
bl nksuksa iz'uksa dk mŸkj fuf'pr gh ^gka* esa gSA vr% dsUnz vkSj jkT; nksuksa esa dkaxzsl gh vle
ds vkarfjd {ks=ksa esa voSËk vizokfl;ksa dh Hkkjh ?kqliSB esa lg;ksx nsus ds fy, nks"kh gSA

;g ckr Hkh fo'ks"k :i ls mYys[kuh; gS fd jkT; rFkk dsUnz ljdkjksa esa ftl izdkj dk
jktuSfrd bPNk'kfDr dh deh ns[kh xbZ gS] mlds dkj.k vle esa o"kksZa ls HkM+d jgh fpaxkjh
us nkokuy cukus dk dke fd;k gSA 1970 ds mŸkjkËkZ n'kd esa ,,,l;w us vle ls lHkh voSËk
?kqliSfB;ksa dks fudkyus dk vkanksyu 'kq: fd;k FkkA mlus ekax dh Fkh fd ukxfjdksa dk jk"V™h;
jftLVj cuk;k tk,] ernkrk lwfp;ksa ls ckaXyknsf'k;ksa dks erkfËkdkj ls oafpr fd;k tk, vkSj mudks
ns'k ls ckgj fudkyk tk,A tc 1979 ds vle foËkkulHkk pquko gksus okys Fks rks ,,,l;w us
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pqukoksa dks rc rd ds fy, LFkfxr djus dk vkanksyu pyk;k tc rd fd fonsf'k;ksa dk eqn~nk
r; u gks tk,A ijUrq ljdkj us bl yksdfiz; ekax dks udkj fn;kA

tc rd yksxksa ds lkeus usYyh dh Hk;kog fLFkfr ls ljdkj dh v{kerkvksa dk irk ugha
pyk rc rd 'ks"k Hkkjr ,slh ?kVukvksa ds ckjs esa tkurk gh ugha FkkA 18 Qjojh 1983 dks xqokgkVh
ds ikl ckaXyk&Hkk"kh eqfLye ,d NksVk lk xkao ^usYyh* Hkkjr ds bfrgkl esa lcls cM+s ujlagkj
dk n`'; cuk FkkA ,d gh jkr esa 2200 ls vfËkd yksx ekjs x, FksA 1983 ds usYyh ujlagkj
vkSj 1979&85 ds vle vkanksyu us ljdkj dks 1985 esa vle le>kSrs ij gLrk{kj djus ds
fy, etcwj fd;k FkkA gkykafd bl le>kSrs esa ckaXykns'kh vizokfl;ksa dk irk yxkus vkSj
ns'k&fu"dklu ij fo'ks"k Ë;ku fn;k Fkk] ijarq vle esa vkus okyh ljdkjksa vkSj dsUnz ljdkj bl
ekspsZ ij cqjh rjg foQy jgh vkSj mlus eqf'dy ls gh dqNsd yksxksa dks gh ckaXykns'k HkstkA

21 tqykbZ 2007 dks] lqizhe dksVZ us vkbZ,eMhVh ,DV dks voSËk vkSj vlaoSËkkfud ?kksf"kr
dj fn;kA mlus ;g Hkh psrkouh nh fd ckaXykns'k ls Hkkjh la[;k esa ?kqliSB ^ckg~; vkÿe.k*
gSA

loksZPp U;k;ky; us ;g Hkh dgk fd dsUnz ljdkj dks ckaXyknsf'k;ksa ds Hkkjh ?kqliSB dks jksdus
ds fy, izHkkodkjh dne mBkus pkfg,A fQj Hkh] voSËk vizokfl;ksa dk vkSipkfjd ns'k&fu"dklu
ugha gqvk] tSlk fd xqokgkVh gkbZdksVZ ds QksjsulZ V™kbcquy esa Hkh dgk x;k FkkA foxr lkr o"kksZa
esa dkaxzsl&uhr ;wih, ljdkj us gkbZdksVZ ds funsZ'kksa ij dqN Hkh ugha fd;k gSA Li"V gS fd dkaxzsl
dh oksV cSad uhfr Hkkjr dh ,drk vkSj v[k.Mrk ij gkoh gksus esa  lQy gqbZ gSA

gSjr dh ckr gS fd vle vkt ,d Tokykeq[kh ij cSBk gqvk gSA Hkkjh ?kqliSB ds dkj.k
10 ls vfËkd ftyksa esa tulkaf[;dh; fLFkfr iwjh rjg ls cny xbZ gSA tux.kuk fjiksVZ ds vuqlkj
vle ds 27 ftyksa esa ls 11 ftyksa esa etgc ds vkËkkj ij eqfLye cgqer ftys cu x, gSaA

voSËk vizokfl;ksa vkSj xSj&vleh leqnk;ksa }kjk ljdkjh tehu ij O;ofLFkr :i ls dCtk
vkSj ou {ks=ksa esa ?kqliSB ds dkj.k LFkkuh; yksxksa esa xEHkhj erHksn iSnk gks x, gSaA

;fn ljdkj bl eqn~ns dks LFkk;h :i ls lqy>kuk pkgrh gS rks mls vle leL;k dks Hkkjrh;
cuke fons'kh eqn~ns ds :i esa ysuk gksxk] u fd og bls fgUnw&cuke&eqfLye eqn~ns ds :i esa
ysA nwljs] vle esa ernkrk lwph ls xSj&ukxfjdksa ds ukeksa dks fudky dj ukxfjdksa dk v|ru
jk"V™h; jftLVj (,uvkjlh) rS;kj djuk gksxk vkSj rhljs] ljdkj dks voSËk ?kqliSfB;ksa dks Hkkjr
ns'k ls ckgj fudkyuk t:jh gksxkA tc rd ns'k esa voSËk ?kqliSfB;ksa dh ewy leL;k dk fujkdj.k
ugha gksxk fgalk dh okjnkrsa ckj&ckj gksrh jgsaxh] ;fn vle esa ugha gksaxh rks fdlh nwljh txg
gksaxh] gks ldrk gS fd mudk Lo:i dqN vyx gksA ;gh le; gS dkaxzsl ikVhZ Hkkjr dh ,drk
vkSj v[k.Mrk dh lqj{kk ds fy, ikVhZ fgrksa ls ≈ij mBdj dke djsA
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vle esa ckj&ckj gksus okyh fgalk dk dkj.k caxyknsf'k;ksa dh
cM+s iSekus ij ?kqliSB esa dkaxzsl dh lkaB&xkaB lHkh nyksa ls pkj

lw=h lekËkku ij jk"V™h; vke lgefr cukus dh vihy

Hkkjrh; cuke fonsf'k;ksa ds eqn~ns dkss vle leL;k ekuk tk,] u fd fgUnw cuke  eqfLye
eqn~nk
vle esa ukxfjdksa dk jk"V™h; jftLVj rS;kj djds ernkrk lwph ls mu yksxksa ds uke gVk
fn;s tk, tks ukxfjd ugha gSa
cksMks bykdksa ds vkfnoklh {ks=ksa vkSj CykWdksa esa ckgjh yksxksa dks izos'k ugha djus fn;k tk,
Hkkjr dh ,drk vkSj iwoksZRrj dh v[kaMrk dks cuk, j[kus ds fy, vle dks cpk,a
eSaus vle ds dksdjk>kj vkSj vU; cksMks bykdksa esa fgalk izHkkfor bykdksa dk nkSjk fd;kA

gky dh fgalk ds f'kdkj yksxksa ds izfr esjh iwjh lgkuqHkwfr gSA eSa mu yksxksa ds ifjokjksa ds izfr
Hkkjh eu ls laosnuk O;Dr djrk gwa tks bu fgald ?kVukvksa esa ekjs x, vkSj cM+h la[;k esa tks
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cs?kj gks x,A eSaus] cksMks vkSj xSj cksMks] nksuksa jkgr f'kfojksa dk nkSjk fd;kA
eSa izËkkuea=h Mk- eueksgu flag] ftUgksaus 28 tqykbZ dks vle dk nkSjk fd;k] mudh bl ckr

ls iwjs fny ls lger gwa fd vle ds naxs gekjs ns'k ds ekFks ij dyad gSaA eSa mudh bl ckr
ls Hkh lger gwa fd nksf"k;ksa dks ltk feyuh pkfg,A

fQj Hkh eSa izËkkuea=h] dkaxzsl vË;{k ds lkFk&lkFk vle ds eq[;ea=h ls vkxzg djrk gwa
fd os bZekunkjh ls vkRefo'ys"k.k djds crk,a fd okLro esa nks"k dgka gSA lcls igys] D;k
jkT; dh dkaxzsl ljdkj us dksdjk>kj vkSj mlds vklikl fcxM+rh fLFkfr dks laHkkyus esa nsjh
dj vijkËk ugha fd;k gS] tcfd bl ckr ds ladsr fey jgs Fks fd la?k"kZ gks ldrk gS\ nwljk]
D;k dsUnz esa ;wih, ljdkj vkSj jkT; esa dkaxzsl ljdkj fookn dh tM+ dks tkurs gq, cksMks bykdksa
lfgr vle esa caxyknsf'k;ksa dh cM+s iSekus ij ?kqliSB ij yxkrkj] tku cw>dj] lksph le>h
fuf"ÿ;rk cjrus dh nks"kh ugha gS\

nksuksa lokyksa dk tokc LohdkjksfDr gSA
blfy,] caxykns'k ls cM+s iSekus ij voSËk ?kqliSB esa lkaB&xkaB ds fy, dkaxzsl dks ltk feyuh

pkfg,] ftlds dkj.k vle esa rhu xaHkhj leL;k,a [kM+h gqbZa vkSj c<+h gSa%
(,) Hkwfe dh leL;k% vle ds yksx viuh tehu&l= Hkwfe] ou Hkwfe] pjkxkg vkSj vkfnoklh

Hkwfe ij fu;a=.k [kks jgs gSa tcfd xSjdkuwuh rjhds ls vk, caxykns'kh cM+s iSekus ij ̂ tehu gfFk;kus*
dh uhfr esa tqVs gq, gSaA

(ch) tkrh; leL;k % cksMks bl ckr dk [krjk eglwl dj jgs gSa fd os viuh tehu ij
gh vfËkdkjghu gks tk,axsA

(lh) vle dh tula[;k dh #ijs[kk dh leL;k % vle ds ewy fuoklh eglwl dj jgs
gSa fd vizokfl;ksa us mUgsa nck fn;k gS vkSj detksj cuk fn;k gSA

bu leL;kvksa dk vlj Hkkjr dh ,drk] v[kaMrk vkSj lqj{kk ij iM+ jgk gSA vkf[kj mPpre
U;k;ky; us vius tqykbZ 2005 ds QSlys] ftlesa mlus vkbZ,eMhVh vfËkfu;e dks ̂ ^vlaoSËkkfud**
djkj fn;k Fkk vkSj psrkouh nh Fkh fd caxykns'k ls cM+s iSekus ij ?kqliSB us vle ds f[kykQ
^^ckgjh vkÿe.k** dk [krjk [kM+k dj fn;k gSA mPpre U;k;ky; us dsUnz ljdkj ls vkxzg
fd;k Fkk fd og caxyknsf'k;ksa dks jksdus ds fy, izHkkodkjh dne mBk,A fiNys lkr o"kZ esa
;wih, ljdkj us vnkyr ds funsZ'k dk lEeku djus ds fy, dqN Hkh ugha fd;k gSA tkfgj gS]
dkaxzsl ikVhZ dh oksV cSad jktuhfr Hkkjr dh ,drk vkSj v[kaMrk dh mldh detksj lksp ij
gkoh jgh gSA

eSa Hkkjr ds pquko vk;qDr Jh ,p-,l- czg~ek }kjk dh xbZ dqN fVIif.k;ksa dk ;gka ftÿ
djuk pkgwaxk tks mUgksaus 28 tqykbZ] 2012 dks bafM;u ,Dlizsl esa ,d ys[k esa dh gSa& ^^fupys
vle ds cksMksySaM {ks=h; Lok;Rr ftyksa (chVh,Mh) esa fgUnw cksMks vkSj eqfLye vizokfl;ksa ds
chp gky esa gq, tkrh; la?k"kZ nqHkkZX;iw.kZ FksA gkykafd ;s la?k"kZ iwjh rjg  vuisf{kr ugha FksA tks
iz'u vkerkSj ij iwNk tk jgk gS] og gS% bl coky dks ckgj vkus esa bruk le; D;ksa yxk\
vle foLQksVd fLFkfr esa gS----- lqf'kf{kr yksxksa }kjk dgk tk jgk gS fd 2011 dh tux.kuk
ds ËkeZ ds vkËkkj ij vkadM+s izdkf'kr gks tkus ds ckn vle esa 27 ftyksa esa ls 11 ftys eqfLye
cgqy gksus okys gSaA voSËk vizokfl;ksa vkSj tks ewy fuoklh ugha gS ,sls leqnk;ksa }kjk xSj ljdkjh
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tehu lqfu;ksftr rjhds ls gfFk;kus vkSj [kkyh taxy {ks=ksa ij Ëkhjs&Ëkhjs dCtk djus ds dkj.k
LFkkuh; ewy vkcknh ds chp xaHkhj erHksn iSnk gks jgs gSaA ;gka rd fd Hkkjr dk pquko vk;ksx
Hkh bl leL;k ls fujkin ugha gSA mls Mh oksVlZ (ftu ernkrkvksa ij lansg gS) dh leL;k ls
fuiVuk gksxkA U;k;kfËkdj.k ftu yksxksa dks voSËk vizoklh ik, mls okil Hkst fn;k tkuk pkfg,A
tc rd ns'k esa voSËk vizokfl;ksa dk eqn~nk gy ugha gksxk ;g leL;k le;&le; ij] vyx&vyx
txg ij iSnk gksrh jgsxhAfi

Hkktik vkSj ,uMh, dh vksj ls] eSa Li"V rkSj ij dguk pkgwaxk fd vle ftl leL;k dk
lkeuk dj jgk gS og fgUnw cuke eqfLye fookn ugha gSA ;g Hkkjrh; ukxfjdksa cuke fonsf'k;ksa
dk eqn~nk gSA gekjk ekuuk gS fd vle ds ewy fuoklh eqlyekuksa vkSj vle vkSj Hkkjr ds vU;
Hkkxksa esa ?kql vk, fonsf'k;ksa ds chp Hksn gksuk pkfg,A voSËk ?kqliSB laj{k.k vkSj mu vfËkdkjksa
dk nkok ugha dj ldrs] tks Hkkjrh;ksa fgUnw ;k eqlyeku] vkfnoklh ;k xSj vkfnoklh dks fey
ldrs gSaA

vc le; vk x;k gS tc vle leL;k dk ,d LFkk;h vkSj vljdkjd lekËkku fudkyk
tkuk pkfg,A esjh utj esa lekËkku ds pkj rRo gS a%
(i) vle leL;k dks Hkkjrh; cuke fonsf'k;ksa dk eqn~nk le>k tk,] u fd fgUnw cuke eqfLye

eqn~nkA
(ii) vle esa ukxfjdksa dk jk"V™h; jftLVj rS;kj djds ernkrk lwph ls mu yksxksa ds uke gVk

fn;s tk,a tks ukxfjd ugha gSa
(iii) cksMks bykdksa ds vkfnoklh {ks=ksa vkSj CykWdksa esa ckgjh yksxksa dks izos'k ugha djus fn;k tk,
(iv) Hkkjr dh ,drk vkSj iwoksZRrj dh v[kaMrk dks cuk, j[kus ds fy, vle dks cpk,a

eSa dsUnz vkSj vle dh ljdkjksa vkSj lHkh jktuSfrd nyksa ls vihy djrk gwa fd os bl eqn~ns
dh xaHkhjrk dks le>rs gq, ≈ij fn;s x, pkj fcUnqvksa ij jk"V™h; lgefr cuk,aA
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vle dh mis{kk gksxh [krjukd

fdj.k ekgs‹ojh

nss'k ds ÁHkkghu ÁËkkuea=h vkSj jk"V™ dh Toyar leL;kvksa ds Áfr mnklhu lŸkk Áfr"Bku dh

vdeZ.;rk dk vkt  ewY; pqdk jgk gS] iwokZapyA vle tkrh; fgalk dh vkx esa ËkËkdrk jgkA ij
jkT; vkSj dsUÊ ljdkj ewdn'kZd cuh jghA vkSj rqjkZ ;g fd dsUÊ vkSj jkT; ljdkj ,d nwljs dks
fgalk ds fy, ftEesnkj Bgjkus esa tqVs gSaA vle ds eq[;ea=h us r#.k xksxksbZ us bl fgalk dk Bhdjk
dsUÊ ljdkj ij ;g dgrs gq, QksM+k fd ;fn dsUÊ us le; ij lsuk Hksth gksrh rks fgalk dks jksdk tk
ldrk FkkA vc r#.k xksxksbZ tks Hkh nyhy nsa ij vly esa vle HkM+dh bl fgalk ds fy, dkaxzslh
ljdkjsa vkSj vrhr dh mldh uhfr;ka nks"kh jgha gSaA caxykns'k ns'k dh vktknh ls igys lŸkj ds
n'kd ds iwokZËkZ esa  Hkkjh la[;k esa caxykns'kh 'kj.kkFkhZ Hkkjr esa vk, FksA ij caxykns'k dh Lora=rk ds
mijkar Hkh cM+h la[;k esa 'kj.kkFkhZ Hkkjr esa gh jg x, FksA rRdkyhu dkaxzslh ljdkjksa us mUgsa okil
Hkstus esa dksbZ #fp ugha fn[kkbZ FkhA Hkkjr esa jg x, 'kj.kkfFkZ;ksa ds caxykns'k esa jg jgs lacafËk;ksa vkSj
ifjfprksa ls laokn ,oa lEidZ cuk jgkA Hkkjr esa vis{kkœr csgrj thou Lrj vkSj jkstxkj dh
laHkkoukvksa ds dkj.k caxykns'k esa Hkkjr esa ?kqliSB dh Áo`fr c<+rh gh xbZA dkaxzsl  ljdkj }kjk
?kqliSB dh lrr vuns[kh vkSj jktuhfrd nyksa esa muesa oksV cSad dh laHkkoukvksa dh ryk'k usa
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?kqliSfB;ksa dk dk;Z ljy cuk fn;kA ikfdLrkuh xqIrpj Áfr"Bku vkSj caxykns'k ds dÍjiaFkh laxBuksa
usa ?kqliSB dks Hkkjr ds fo#º la?k"kZ esa ,d gfFk;kj ds #i esa mi;ksx djuk ÁkjEHk dj fn;kA
?kqliSfB;ksa esa dbZ vkËkqfud gfFk;kjksa ds lkFk vkus yxsaA buesa dÍjiaFkh laxBuksa ds dk;ZdrkZ vkSj
vfHkdrkZ Hkh voSËk :i ls Hkkjr esa caxykns'k ls lVh [kqyh lhek ds jkLrs Hkkjr esa cM+h la[;k esa vk
x,A

iwokZsŸkj Hkkjr dk 'ks"k Hkkjr ls lEidZ dk ekxZ ,d NksVs ls xfy;kjs tSlk gSA ;g fupys vle
{ks= ls gksdj gh tkrk gSA ckaxykns'kh ?kqliSB ls lokZfËkd ÁHkkfor {ks= Hkh ;gh gSA bl {ks= dh
tula[;k dk Lo:i gh cny x;k gSA cM+h la[;k esa ;gk° vkdj cl x, caxykns'kh eqfLyeksa ds
dkj.k bl {ks= esa dkaxzsl] Hkktik] vle x.k ifj"kn~ tSls nyksa dks iNkM+ dj foxr foËkkulHkk
pqukoksa esa vky bafM;k ;qukbVsM MseksÿsfVd ›aV uked ny us vfËkdka'k lhVksa ij fot; ÁkIr dh gSA
;g ikVhZ eq[;r% caxykns'kh ?kqliSfB;ksa dh jktuhfrd bdkbZ ds :i esa dk;Z djrh gSA ;g dsUÊ esa
dkaxzsl dk ?kVd ny Hkh gSA voSËk ?kqliSfB;ksa ds clus ls iwoZ ogk° ij lkEÁnkf;d ln~Hkko dk yEck
bfrgkl jgk gSA voSËk ?kqliSB dks caxykns'k dh ljdkj] dÍjiaFkh laxBuksa ,oa ikfdLrkuh xqIrpj
laxBu dk lrr ÁJ; feyk gSA

voSËk ?kqliSfB, jkgr f'kfojksa dk nq#i;ksx djrs gSaA ogk° uke iathœr djok dj mlds vkËkkj
ij jk'kudkMZ cuok ysrs gSaA fQj ml {ks= esa tehu [kjhnuk ,oa dCtk djuk mudh ÁkFkfedrk gksrh
gSA la[;k esa o`fº ds lkFk gh os cksMks leqnk; ds O;f‰;ksa] ouokfl;ksa ,oa vU; LFkkuh; Ëkjrhiq=ksa
dks Hk;Hkhr djds [knsM+us esa yx tkrs gSaA LFkkuh; Á'kklu Hkh ?kqliSfB;ksa ds fo#º dkjZokbZ djus esa
vkukdkuh djrk gSA  bl rjg iwjs fupys vle {ks= esa caxykns'kh ?kqliSfB;ksa dh cM+h& cM+h cfLr;k°
cl xbZ gSA fupys vle {ks= esa dksdjk>kj] <+wcjh] fpjkax] cDlk vkfn ftys vkrs gSaA tgka jgus okys
Ëkjrhiq=ksa ds eu esa vR;kfËkd jks"k gSA ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB, ,d O;kid ;kstuk ds vkM+ esa ogk°
lqfu;ksftr #i ls viuh la[;k c<+k jgs gSaA vkerkSj ij  5 o"kksZa dh vofËk esa ns'k ds vU; Hkkxksa esa
ernkrkvksa dh la[;k esa yxHkx 1 ls 1-5% dh o`fº gksrh gSA fdUrq vle esa ernkrkvksa dh o`fº dh
nj 14 ls 16 % gSA

vle dh tkrh; fgalk dh Hk;kogrk dk vuqeku blls yxk;k tk ldrk gS fd vc rd  80
ls vfËkd O;f‰;ksa ds ekjs tkus dh iqf"V dh tk pqdh gSA yxHkx 2-5 yk[k O;f‰ jkgr f'kfojksa esa
gSA nl yk[k ls vfËkd O;f‰ cs?kj gks pqds gSaA nwljh vksj vle ljdkj vkSj dsUÊ ljdkj ds chp
vkjksi ÁR;kjksi dk nkSj tkjh gSA vle ds eq[;ea=h dsUÊ ij ykijokgh dk vkjksi yxk jgs gSaA rks
nwljh vksj  dsUÊh; x`gea=h vle ljdkj ij le; ij dkjZokbZ ugha djus dkA  vkjksi&ÁR;kjksiksa ds
chp vle dh ihfM+r turk jkgr ds fy, Lo;alsoh laxBuksa ,oa Hkxoku ds lgkjs le; fudky jgh
gSA

fgalkxzLr {ks=ksa esa d∂;Zw yxkus esa Hkh HksnHkko fd;k x;kA caxykns'kh eqfLye cgqy {ks=ksa esa fnu
jkr dk d∂;Zw yxk;k x;kA fdUrq vU; {ks=ksa esa ek= fnu dk gh d∂;Zw yxk;k x;k FkkA bl dkj.k
miÊoh rRoksa dks jkr esa te dj ywVikV djus vkSj vkxtuh djus dk volj fey x;kA fgalkxzLr
{ks=ksa ls cM+h la[;k esa ukxfjd iyk;u djds jktekxksZa ij tek gks x,A os ljdkjh lgk;rk vkSj
laj{k.k dh vk'kk latks;s FksA fdUrq mUgsa jkgr nsus ds ljdkjh Á;kl ugha ds cjkcj FksA iqfyl cy dh
Hkkjh deh FkhA {ks= esa dk;Zjr iqfyl vfËkdkfj;ksa dks Li"V fn'kk&funZs'k ugha fn, x,A le; ij
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lSU; lgk;rk miyCËk ugha djokbZ xbZA blls {kqCËk gksdj fctuh rkyqdk ds ,l Mh ih vks
ukjk;.knkl us rks R;kxi= gh ns fn;kA iqfyl cyksa dk eukscy U;wure Lrj ij gSA lSU; cy dsoy
jktekxksZa ij gh x'r yxk jgk gSaA iqy&iqfy;ksa vkfn dh lqj{kk rks gks jgh gSA  fdUrq xzkeh.k vapy
esa lqj{kk ds dksbZ ÁHkkoh ÁcaËk ugha fn[krs gSaA blh dkj.k ukxfjd cM+h la[;k esa iyk;u djus dks
foo'k gq,A ogk° Hk; dk okrkoj.k bruk vfËkd xgjk gS fd foËkk;d ,oa lkaln Hkh {ks= esa tkus ls
Mj jgs gSaA dkaxzsl us pquko ds le; Hkwfeiq=ksa dh lqj{kk dk ukjk yxk;k FkkA fdUrq ljdkj cukus ds
ckn og vius oknksa ls eqag pqjk jgh gSA fgalk ds bl Hk;kud rkaMo usa xqtjkr] eqEcbZ vkSj fnYyh ds
naxksa dks ihNs NksM+ fn;k gSA iwokZapy ls lEidZ dk ,dek= ekxZ fgalk ,oa vyxkookn dh yiVksa esa
>qyl jgk gSA voSËk ?kqliSfB;ksa ds erksa ds ykyp esa jk"V™h; v[kaMrk nkao ij yxkbZ tk jgh gSA naxksa
ds ,d lIrkg rd vle ds eq[;ea=h ,oa ÁËkkuea=h dks ÁHkkfor {ks=ksa ds Hkze.k dk vodk'k gh
ugha feykA fLFkfr dks le; ij fu;af=r djus esa ?kksj foQyrk Li"V >ydrh gSA naxkxzLr bykdksa
dk nkSjk dju x, dsUÊh; x`g ea=h ih fpnEcje dks rks LFkkuh; yksxksa ds Hkkjh fojksËk dk lkeuk Hkh
djuk iM+kA blds ckn Hkh  D;k dsUÊh; x`gea=h viuh foQyrk dks Lohdkj dj R;kxi= nsus dh
uSfrdrk fn[kk;axs\ fgalk dks le; ij jksdus esa f'kfFkyrk ds ihNs dgha dksbZ jktuhfrd j.kuhfr rks
ugha gS\ caxykns'k ls vk, voSËk ?kqliSfB;ksa dks okil Hkstus ds Á;kl dc fd, tk,axsA caxykns'k ls
yxh lEiw.kZ lhek ij rkjcanh vkSj lrr~ pkSdlh dh O;oLFkk vkf[kj dc ykxw dh tk,xh\ jk"V™ bu
Toyar Á'uksa dk mŸkj pkgrk gSA nwljh vksj bl Á'uksa ls eqag eksM+dj dk°xzsl ikVhZ jk"V™ifr pqukoksa esa
lQyrk dh dwVuhfr ls vkReeqXËk gSA og ;g n'kkZus esa tqVh gS fd fd tSls mlus 'kklu djus dk
'kk'or vfËkdkj ÁkIr dj fy;k gSA vkReeqXËkrrk ds bl vkye esa egaxkbZ] Hkz"Vkpkj] vkradokn ls
ËkËkdrk d'ehj] vyxkookn vkSj tkrh; fgalk dh vkx esa tyrk iwok±py tSlh leL;k,a dkaxzsl ds
lŸkk Áfr"Bku ds fy, egRoghu gks pqdh gSaA mldk lkjk Ë;ku ;qojkt dks u;k egkjktk cukus ds
mi;q‰ le; ij ppkZ ,oa mldh j.kuhfr cukus ij gh dsafÊr gks x;k gSA pkgs  ns'k dh <sjksa Toyar
leL;kvksa dks mudh utjsa buk;r ds fy, fdruh gh Árh{kk D;ksa u djuh iM+sA 

(vle ds fgalk ÁHkkfor {ks=ksa ds O;kid Hkze.k ij vkËkkfjr gS ;g vkys[k)

(ysf[kdk Hkktik dh jk"V™h; egkea=h gSa)



Assam Riots — 2012        58

"��	
��	#�
���	"�
"��	
��	#�
���	"�
"��	
��	#�
���	"�
"��	
��	#�
���	"�
"��	
��	#�
���	"�

cychj iqat

fiNys fnuksa dh vle esa fgald ?kVuk,a vkSj vkxtuh rFkkdfFkr lsD;qyj nyksa dh dqfRlr jktuhfr

dk ifj.kke gSA vle dh orZeku fgalk tkrh; u gksdj lhek ikj ls vk, eqfLye ?kqliSfB;ksa ds gkFkksa LFkkuh;
tutkfr ds yksxksa dh viuh igpku] lEeku vkSj laifŸk dh j{kk dk la?k"kZ gSA

foxr 19 tqykbZ ls HkM+dh fgalk esa vc rd tgka 58 yksx vdky e`R;q ds f'kdkj gq, ogha djhc rhu
yk[k yksx vius ?kjksa ls mtM+dj jkgr f'kfojksa esa jgus ds fy, etcwj gSaA bu f'kfojksa esa [kkus&ihus] lksus vkSj
nok dh O;oLFkk rd ugha gSA fgalk ds [kkSQ ls xkao ds xkao [kkyh gks x,A naxkb;ksa us bu xkaoksa ds ohjku ?kjksa
vkSj [ksrksa esa yxh Qly dks vkx ds gokys dj fn;kA ehfM;k dh [kcjksa ds vuqlkj ljdkj dks vans'kk gS fd
naxkb;ksa dk vxyk fu'kkuk vc dksdjk>kM+ ds iM+kslh ftys cu ldrs gSa] blfy, og mUgsa [kkyh djkus ij
fopkj dj jgh gSA bl [kcj esa ,d lsokfuo`Ÿk LVs'ku ekLVj cklqerkjh dk mYys[k gS] ftlus crk;k fd mUgksaus
LFkkuh; foËkk;d Ánhi ls j{kk dh xqgkj yxkbZ rks mUgksaus i;kZIr iqfyl cy ugha gksus dh ykpkjh fn[kkbZA xkao
okyksa ds vuqlkj Vdjko dh fLFkfr rc cuh tc ?kqliSfB;ksa us dksdjk>kM+ ds csMyaxekjh ds ou{ks= esa
vfr‰ze.k dj ogka bZnxkg gksus dk lkbucksMZ yxk fn;kA ou foHkkx ds vfËkdkfj;ksa us cksMks fycjs'ku VkbxlZ
ds lkFk feydj ;g vfrÿe.k gVk fn;kA blds fojksËk esa vkWy cksMksySaM ekbukfjVh LVwMsaV ;wfu;u us
dksdjk>kM+ ftys esa can dk vkg~oku fd;k FkkA 6 tqykbZ dks vafFkikjk esa vKkr geykojksa us ,ch,e,l;w ds
nks lnL;ksa dh xksyh ekjdj gR;k dj nhA 19 tqykbZ dks ,ech,l;w ds iwoZ Áeq[k vkSj muds lg;ksxh dh gR;k
gks xbZA vxys fnu ?kqliSfB;ksa dh HkhM+ us ch,yVh ds pkj lnL;ksa dh ccZjrkiwoZd gR;k dj nhA blds ckn gh
cklqerkjh vkSj vU; xkao okys fgalk dh vk'kadk esa jkgr f'kfojksa esa pys x,A nwljs fnu ckaXyknsf'k;ksa us muds
?kj vkSj [ksr tyk fn,A dksdjk>kM+] fpjkax] caxkbZxkao] Ëkqcjh vkSj XokyikM+k ls LFkkuh; cksMks vkfnokfl;ksa
dks fgalk ds cy ij [knsM+ Hkxkus okys voSËk ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB, gSa] ftuds dkj.k u dsoy vle ds
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tulkaf[;d Lo:i esa rsth ls cnyko vk;k gS] cfYd ns'k ds dbZ vU; Hkkxksa esa Hkh ckaXykns'kh voSËk
?kqliSfB, dkuwu ,oa O;oLFkk ds fy, xaHkhj [krjk cus gq, gSaA gwth tSls vkradh laxBuksa dh xfrfofËk;ka bUgha
?kqliSfB;ksa dh enn ls pyus dh [kqfQ;k tkudkjh gksus ds ckotwn dqN lsD;qyj ny ckaXyknsf'k;ksa dks Hkkjrh;
ukxfjdrk nsus dh ekax dj jgs gSaA dqN le; iwoZ xqokgkVh mPp U;k;ky; us rY[k fVIi.kh dh Fkh fd ;s voSËk
?kqliSfB, jkT; esa fdaxesdj cu x, gSaA vle dks ikfdLrku dk vax cukus dk liuk Q[k#Ìhu vyh vgen
us ns[kk FkkA tulkaf[;d Lo:i esa cnyko ykus ds fy, vle esa iwohZ caxkyh eqlyekuksa dh ?kqliSB 1937
ls 'kq: gqbZA if'pe caxky ls pyrs gq, mŸkj Áns'k] fcgkj o vle ds lhekorhZ {ks=ksa esa vc bu voSËk
?kqliSfB;ksa ds dkj.k ,d Li"V Hkwfe fodflr gks xbZ gS] tks eqfLye cgqy gSA 1901 ls 2001 ds chp vle esa
eqlyekuksa dk vuqikr 15-03 Áfr'kr ls c<+dj 30-92 Áfr'kr gks x;kA bl n'kd esa vle ds vusd bykdksa
esa eqlyekuksa dh vkcknh esa mYys[kuh; o`fº gqbZ gS vkSj ;g rsth ls c<+ jgh gSA ckaXykns'k ls vk, voSËk
?kqliSfB;ksa dh igpku ds fy, o"kZ 1979 esa vle esa O;kid fojksËk Án'kZu gqvkA blh dkj.k 1983 ds pqukoksa
dk cfg"dkj Hkh fd;k x;k] D;ksafd fcuk fdlh igpku ds yk[kksa ckaXyknsf'k;ksa dk uke ernkrk lwph esa ntZ
dj fy;k x;k FkkA pquko cfg"dkj ds dkj.k dsoy 10 Áfr'kr ernku gh ntZ gks ldkA foMacuk ;g gS fd
'kqfprk dh ulhgr nsus okyh dkaxzsl ikVhZ us bls gh iw.kZ tukns'k ekuk vkSj jkT; esa pquh gqbZ ljdkj dk xBu
dj fy;k x;kA ;g vuqeku djuk dfBu ugha fd 10 Áfr'kr ernku djus okys bUgha voSËk ?kqliSfBvksa ds
laj{k.k ds fy, dkaxzsl ljdkj us tks dkuwu cuk;k og vle ds cgqyrkoknh Lo:i ds fy, vc uklwj cu
pqdk gSA 2008 esa loksZPp U;k;ky; us dkaxzsl }kjk 1983 esa ykxw fd, x, voSËk vkoztu vfËkfu;e dks fujLr
dj voSËk ckaXyknsf'k;ksa dks jkT; ls fudky ckgj djus dk vkns'k ikfjr fd;k Fkk] fdarq dkaxzslh ljdkj bl
dkuwu dks ykxw j[kus ij vkeknk gSA bl vfËkfu;e esa voSËk ?kqliSfB;k mls ekuk x;k tks 25 fnlacj] 1971
(ckaXykns'k ds l`tu dh frfFk) dks ;k mlds ckn Hkkjr vk;k gksA blls Lor% mu yk[kksa eqfLyeksa dks Hkkjrh;
ukxfjdrk fey xbZ tks iwohZ ikfdLrku ls vk, FksA rc ls lsD;qyjokn dh vkM+ esa voSËk ckaXyknsf'k;ksa dh
?kqliSB tkjh gS vkSj mUgsa ns'k ls ckgj fudkyus dh jk"V™oknh ekax dks QkSju lkaÁnkf;d jax nsus dh dqfRlr
jktuhfr Hkh vius pje ij gSA cksMks vkfnokfl;ksa ds lkFk fgalk ,d lqfu;ksftr lkft'k gSA

ftl rjg d'ehj ls d'ehjh iafMrksa dks fgalk ds cy ij [knsM+ Hkxk;k x;k] fganw cksMks vkfnokfl;ksa ds
lkFk Hkh fiNys dqN lkyksa ls bLykeh ftgknh ;gh Á;ksx dj jgs gSaA 2008 esa Hkh ikap lkS ls vfËkd cksMks
vkfnokfl;ksa ds ?kj tyk, x, Fks] djhc lkS yksx ekjs x, vkSj yk[kksa foLFkkfir gq, FksA rc vle ds mnyfxjh
ftys ds lksukjhikM+k vkSj ck[kyiqjk xkaoksa esa cksMks vkfnokfl;ksa ds ?kjksa dks tykus ds ckn ckaXykns'kh eqlyekuksa
}kjk ikfdLrkuh >aMs ygjk, x, FksA blls iwoZ dksdjk>kM+ ftys ds HkaMkjpkjk xkao esa vyxkookfn;ksa us
Lora=rk fnol ds fnu frjaxs dh txg dkyk >aMk ygjkus dh dksf'k'k dh FkhA lsD;qyj ehfM;k vkSj jktuhfrd
ny orZeku fgalk dks tkrh; la?k"kZ ds :i esa is'k djus dh dksf'k'k dj jgs gSa] tcfd dVq lR; ;g gS fd ;g
fgalk ftgknh bLyke ls Ásfjr gS] ftlesa xSj eqfLyeksa ds fy, dksbZ LFkku ugha gSA cksMks vkfnoklh igys es?kky;
dh lhek ls lVs XokyikM+k vkSj dke:i ftys rd QSys FksA voSËk ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB;ksa dh Hkkjh clkoV ds
dkj.k os rsth ls fleVrs x,A vc rks ladV mudh igpku vkSj vfLrRo cpk, j[kus dk gSA nwljh vksj
bLykeh pjeiaFkh bl ckr ij rqys gSa fd cksMksySaM {ks=h; ifj"kn (chVhlh) ds bykds ds ftu xkaoksa esa cksMks
leqnk; dh vkcknh vkËkh ls de gS mUgsa chVhlh ls ckgj fd;k tk,A lp ;g gS fd vle ds ftu {ks=ksa esa
eqfLye ËkekZoyach cgqer ÁkIr dj pqds gSa ogka ls bLykeh dÍjiaFkh vc xSj eqfLyeksa dks iyk;u ds fy,
foo'k dj jgs gSaA 

(ys[kd jkT;lHkk lnL; ,oa xqtjkr izns'k Hkktik izHkkjh gSa)
(nSfud tkxj.k ls lkHkkj)
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r#.k fot;

vle Ákar Hkkjr dh laLd`fr] vkË;kfRed ijaijk vkSj ohjrk dk Árhd jgk gSA ;gh og ,slk

{ks= gS tgka ds vgkse jktkvksa dh 'kf‰ ls eqxy Hkh ?kcjkrs FksA vkt ogh vle Hkkjr ds Nne~
lsD;wyjokn rFkk eqfLye rqf"Vdj.k dh vuhfr ds dkj.k ty jgk gSA bl Ákar ds cksMks tutkrh;
cgqy {ks= ds pkj ftyksa& dksdjk>kj] fpjkax] cksaxkbZxkao vkSj cDlk esa ckaXykns'kh eqfLye ?kqliSfB;ksa
ds fganw cksMks yksxksa ij geys esa vHkh rd ljdkjh lw=ksa ds vuqlkj 38 yksx ekjs tk pqds gSa rFkk ,d
yk[k ls vfËkd iyk;u dj ljdkjh jkgr f'kfojksa esa 'kj.k ds fy, etcwj gq, gSaA dksdjk>kj vkSj
mnkjyxqM+h ls fey jgs lekpkj vR;ar Hk;kog gSa vkSj xSj ljdkjh lw=ksa ds vuqlkj ekuk tkrk gS fd
100 ls vfËkd yksx ekjs tk pqds gksaxs] lSadM+ksa ?kj ËoLr dj fn, x, gSa vkSj de ls de <kbZ yk[k
yksx cs?kj gks x, gSaA ysfdu fnYyh vius t'u esa O;Lr gSA

?kVuk 19 tqykbZ] 2012 dks vÇy cksMks ySaM ekbuksfjVh LVwMsaV~l ;wfu;u uked eqfLye Nk=
laxBu ds vË;{k eksfgcqy bLyke vkSj mlds lkFkh vCnqy flÌhd 'ks[k ij eksVj lkbfdy ij lokj
nks vutku ;qokvksa }kjk xksyh pykus ds ckn HkM+dhA dqN le; ls ogka nks eqfLye Nk= laxBuksa esa
vkilh ÁfrLinZ~Ëkk ds dkj.k ruko py jgk Fkk vkSj xksyhckjh Hkh dsoy ?kk;y djus ds mÌs'; ls
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?kqVus ds uhps dh x;h ysfdu LFkkuh; ckaXykns'kh eqfLye xqVksa us bldk vkjksi cksMks fganqvksa ij
yxkdj 'kke dks ?kj ykSV jgs pkj cksMks ukStokuksa dks idM+dj mUgsa ogf'k;kuk <ax ls rM+ik&rM+ikdj
bl Ádkj ekjk fd mudh VqdM+k&VqdM+k nsg igpku esa Hkh cgqr eqf'dy ls vk;hA blds lkFk gh
vksUrkbZckM+h] xkslkbZaxkao uked bykds esa cksMks tutkrh; lekt ds vR;ar Ákphu vkSj Áfrf"Br cz„k
eafnj dks tyk fn;k x;kA bldh cksMks lekt esa LokHkkfod Áfrfÿ;k gqbZA vk'p;Z dh ckr ;g gS
fd Áns'k ljdkj vkSj iqfyl dks ?kVuk dh iwjh tkudkjh gksus ds ckotwn u lqj{kk cy Hksts x, vkSj
u gh dksbZ dk;Zokgh dh x;hA ;|fi cksMks Lok;Ÿk'kklh {ks= ds pkj ftyksa Ëkqcjh] cksaxkbZxkao]
mnkyxqM+h vkSj dksdjk>kj esa cksMks cM+h la[;k esa gSa ysfdu muls lVs Ëkqcjh ftys dh vfËkdka'k
tula[;k ckaXykns'kh eqfLyeksa ls ;q‰ gSA ogka dksdjk>kj dh Áfrfÿ;k esa fganw Nk=ksa ds ,d gksLVy
dks tyk fn;k x;k vkSj 24 tqykbZ dks bUgha dh ,d HkhM+ us jktËkkuh ,DlÁsl ij geyk dj fn;kA
Qyr% vusd jsyxkfM+;ka jÌ dj nh x;ha vkSj fofHkUu LVs'kuksa ij gtkjksa ;k=h cSBs gq, gSaA ckaXykns'kh
eqfLyeksa dh fgalk 400 xkaoksa rd QSy pqdh gS vkSj Hkkjr ds ns'kHk‰ ukxfjd vius gh ns'k esa fons'kh
?kqliSfB;ksa ds geyksa ls Mj dj 'kj.kkFkhZ cuus ij etcwj gq, gSaA

vle esa 42 ls vfËkd foËkkulHkk {ks= ,sls gks x, gSa tgka ckaXykns'kh eqfLye ?kqliSfB;s fu.kkZ;d
cgqer gSaA ywV] gR;k] cksMks yM+fd;ka Hkxkdj tcju ËkekaZrj.k vkSj cksMks tutkfr;ksa dh tehu ij
vfrÿe.k ogka dh vke okjnkrsa ekuh tkrh gSaA cz„iq= unh ds mŸkjh fdukjs ij cksMks {ks= gS] tgka
1975 ds vkanksyu ds ckn cksMks Lok;Ÿk'kklh ifj"kn~ dh LFkkiuk gqbZ] ftlls dksdjk>kj] cDlk]
fpjkax vkSj mnkyxqM+h ftys gSaA bl ifj"kn~ dk eq[;ky; dksdjk>kj esa gSA cksMks yksx yxkrkj
ckaXykns'kh eqfLye ?kqliSfB;ksa ds geyksa dk f'kdkj gksrs vk, gSaA nks lky igys gkofj;kisV uked
xkao esa LFkkfir enjls ds fy, ogka ds eqfLyeksa us dkyh eafnj ifjlj esa 'kkSpky; cukus dh dksf'k'k
dh Fkh] ftldk tc LFkkuh; yksxksa us fojksËk fd;k rks nks ckaXykns'kh fganw ;qokvksa dh gR;k dh x;hA
,d vU; ?kVuk esa blh {ks= esa tc ,d ?kqliSfB;s eqfLye ;qod us cksMks ?kj esa ?kqldj ;qorh ls
cykRdkj dh dksf'k'k dh vkSj idM+k x;k rks xkaookyksa us mldh fiVkbZ dhA dqN nsj esa mlds xkao
ds eqfLye Hkh vk x,] ftUgksaus Hkh ml ;qod dks ihVk Qyr% mldh e`R;q gks x;hA vc ?kcjkdj
mu eqfLye xkaookyksa us Hkh fganqvksa ij vkjksi yxk fn;k vkSj Qyr% iwjs xkao dks ywV fy;k x;kA

bl Ádkj ds lkaÁnkf;drk dks {ks= ds foÊksgh vkradoknh laxBu eqfLye ;wukbZVsM fycjs'ku
VkbZxlZ vkWQ vle (eqyVk) ls leFkZu feyrk gS vkSj eqfLyeksa dh Hkkouk,a HkM+dkus esa vkWy
ekbZuksfjVh LVwMsaV~l ;wfu;u (vkelw) dk Hkh gkFk jgrk gSA mYys[kuh; gS fd vkelw dks Áns'k
ljdkj ls Hkh ÁksRlkgu vkSj leFkZu feyrk gSA bl Ádkj bl {ks= esa ckaXykns'kh eqfLyeksa vkSj fganq
cksMks ds chp yxkrkj ruko jgrk gh gSA

ljdkj Hkh cksMks tutkfr;ksa dh leL;kvksa ij rc rd Ë;ku ugha nsrh tc rd dksbZ Hk;adj
vkxtuh ;k naxk u gksA cksMksyS.M Lok;Ÿk'kklh ifj"kn~ dks 300 djksM+ #i;s dh ctV lgk;rk
feyrh gS tcfd le>kSrs ds vuqlkj vkcknh ds vuqikr ls mUgsa 1500 djksM+ #i;s dh lgk;rk
feyuh pkfg,A dsaÊh; lgk;rk ds fy, Hkh cksMks Lok;Ÿk'kklh ifj"kn dks Áns'k ljdkj ds ekË;e ls
dsaÊ ljdkj dks vkosnu Hkstuk iM+rk gS ftls Áns'k ljdkj tkucw>dj foyac ls Hkstrh gS vkSj dsaÊ
esa lquokbZ ugha gksrhA blds vykok cksMks tutkfr;ksa dks vle ds gh nks bykdksa esa ekU;rk ugha nh
x;h gSA dkjchvkaxyksax rFkk ukFkZ dNkj fgy esa cksMks dks tutkrh; ugha ekuk tkrk vkSj u gh vle



Assam Riots — 2012        62

ds eSnkuh {ks=ksa esaA tcfd cksMks tutkfr;ksa ds fy, vle esa Lok;Ÿk ifj"kn~ cuh vkSj ckdh ns'k esa
cksMks vuqlwfpr tutkfr dh lwph esa gSA 10 Qjojh] 2003 dks ,d cM+s vkanksyu ds ckn vle vkSj
dsaÊ ljdkj us ekuk Fkk fd ;g folaxfr nwj dh tk,xh ysfdu bl chp vU; tutkfr;ksa tSls&
gktksax] xkjks] fneklk] ykyqax vkfn dks vle ds lHkh {ks=ksa esa leku :i ls vuqlwfpr tutkfr dh
lwph esa Mky fn;k x;k flok; cksMks yksxksa dsA

dsaÊ ljdkj vkSj Áns'k ljdkj esa oksV cSad jktuhfr ds dkj.k fons'kh ?kqliSfB;ksa dks 'kj.k nsdj
lŸkk esa vkus dh ykylk ds dkj.k ns'k dk Hkfo"; bu fonsf'k;ksa ds dkj.k j‰jaftr gksrk fn[krk gSA
vkt ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB;s tks miÊo vle esa Lons'kh vkSj ns'kHk‰ turk ds fo#º dj jgs gSa] ogha
miÊo tM+ tekus ds ckn fnYyh] eqEcbZ] dksydkrk esa cSBs cM+h la[;k esa ckaXykns'kh ?kqliSfB;s dj
ldrs gSaA ysfdu rc rd ikuh flj ls ≈ij xqtj pqdk gksxkA D;k rc rd Hkkjrh; lekt vkSj
jktusrk dsoy pqukoh 'krjat [ksyrs jgsaxs\ 

(ys[kd jkT;lHkk lnL; ,oa Hkktik ds jk"V™h; izoDrk gSa)
(ÁHkklk{kh MkWV dke ls lkHkkj)



Assam Riots — 2012        63

(����	 %�	 ���)(	���
�����(����	 %�	 ���)(	���
�����(����	 %�	 ���)(	���
�����(����	 %�	 ���)(	���
�����(����	 %�	 ���)(	���
�����
 LoIu nklxqIrk

blls bUdkj ugha fd;k tk ldrk fd jk"V™h; [kcjksa ds ÿe esa iwoksZŸkj Hkkjr dks lcls fupyk

ntkZ gkfly gSA tckuh tek[kpZ esa rks [kwc tksj fn;k tkrk gS fd Hkkjr ds bl misf{kr Hkkx
dks eq[;Ëkkjk esa yk;k tkuk pkfg,] fdarq {ks= dh foy{k.k tfVyrk vkSj igqap esa vis{kkd`r dfBukbZ
ls ;g lqfuf'pr gks tkrk gS fd ;g rhljh nqfu;k esa pkSFkh nqfu;k gSA fiNys fnuksa vle ds
dksdjk>kM+ vkSj ËkqcM+h ftyksa esa gqbZ fgalk esa ipkl ls vfËkd yksx ekjs x, rFkk pkj yk[k ls
vfËkd ?kj&}kj NksM+us dks foo'k gq, gSaA bl eqÌs ij ehfM;k dk x<+k gqvk u;k tqeyk&ekuork
ij ladV Vhoh ij ppkZvksa esa Nk tkuk pkfg, Fkk vkSj fofHkUu ekuokfËkdkj laxBuksa esa ,d&nwljs
dks ihNs NksM+us dh gksM+ ep tkuh pkfg, FkhA vksfM'kk ds daËkeky ftys esa 2009 dk ladV
blls gYdk gksrs gq, Hkh dgha vfËkd Ë;ku [khap ys x;k FkkA 2002 ds xqtjkr naxksa ds ckjs esa
rks dqN dguk gh csdkj gS] tks vc rd ehfM;k dh lqf[kZ;ksa esa Nk;k gqvk gSA

nqHkkZX; ls cz„iq= unh ds mŸkjh fdukjs ds gkykr brus tfVy gSa fd ;gka vPNs vkSj cqjs ds chp
Hksn djuk eqf'dy gSA D;k ;g fganw cksMks vkSj eqfLye ?kqliSfB;ksa ds chp Vdjko gS] tks ckaXykns'k ls
vkdj ;gka cl x, gSa\ ;k fQj ;g ewy fuoklh cksMks vkSj caxkyh Hkk"kh vÁokfl;ksa ds chp la?k"kZ
gS\ vge ckr ;g gS fd lkaÁnkf;d naxs vLohdk;Z gSa vkSj tkrh; la?k"kZ bruh HkRlZuk ds dkfcy ugha
gSA Ëkhjs&Ëkhjs Vhoh pSuyksa ij dqN loky mHkjus 'kq: gq,A D;k naxkb;ksa ds f[kykQ dkjZokbZ esa vle
ljdkj us nsjh dh\ Ng tqykbZ dks dksdjk>kM+ esa nks eqlyekuksa dh gR;k vkSj 20 tqykbZ dks cnys
dh dkjZokbZ esa pkj cksMks dk;ZdrkZvksa dh gR;k ds ckn r#.k xksxksbZ ljdkj us gkykr dks dkcw djus
ds Rofjr mik; D;ksa ugha fd,\ D;k r#.k xksxksbZ ds bl c;ku esa lPpkbZ gS fd lsuk us j{kkea=h ,ds
,aVuh dh vuqefr feyus ls igys dkjZokbZ djus ls bUdkj dj fn;k Fkk vkSj bl dkj.k dkjZokbZ esa nks
fnu dh nsjh gqbZ\ D;k cksMks V™kbcy dkmafly ds Áeq[k ds bl dFku dk dksbZ vkËkkj gS fd varjjk"V™h;
lhekikj ls vkdj gfFk;kjcan ckaXyknsf'k;ksa us fgalk dks HkM+dk;k\

buesa ls vfËkdka'k loky vkfËkdkfjd tkap desVh dh fjiksVZ vkus ds ckn Hkh vuqŸkfjr jg
tk,axsA gkykafd ;g Li"V gS fd bl iwoZfu;ksftr fgalk ij Á'kklu dh nks"kflfº ij ehfM;k
vkSj jktuhfrd rcdk yhikiksrh ij mrj vk;k gSA dksdjk>kM+ vkSj ËkqcM+h esa gqbZ tkrh;&lkaÁnkf;d
fgalk ls tqM+k ,d vlgt igyw ;g gS fd fu.kkZ;d 'kf‰;ka bl =klnh ij dqN ugha djsaxh]
muds ikl is'kd'k ds fy, dqN gS gh ughaA vle esa fgalk dh tM+ fiNys lkS o"kksZ ls fujarj
tkjh tulkaf[;dh; cnyko esa fufgr gSA ckaXykns'k ls vÁokfl;ksa ds jsys ;gka clrs jgs vkSj 1901
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esa 32-9 yk[k dh vkcknh okys vle dh tula[;k 1971 esa 1-46 djksM+ gks xbZA bl dky[kaM
esa vle dh tula[;k 343-7 Qhlnh c<+ xbZ] tcfd bl nkSjku Hkkjr esa tula[;k o`fº ek=
150 Qhlnh gqbZA blesa Hkh eqfLye vkcknh c<+us dh j∂rkj LFkkuh; ewy fuokfl;ksa dh o`fº
nj ls dgha vfËkd jghA fiNys lIrkg pquko vk;q‰ ,e,l cz„ us dgk fd 2011 dh tux.kuk
ls irk py ldrk gS fd vle ds 27 ftyksa esa ls 11 ftys eqfLye ckgqY; okys gks x, gSaA
ckaXyknsf'k;ksa dh voSËk ?kqliSB cz„iq= ?kkVh ds vleHkk"kh fganqvksa esa ppkZ dk fo"k; cu xbZ gS]
tcfd vfoHkkftr xksyikM+k ftys ds cksMks Hkk"kh vYila[;dksa ds fy, rks ;g eqÌk thou&ej.k
dk loky cu x;k gSA cksMks Hkk"kh vYila[;dksa dh vkcknh vle dh dqy vkcknh dk egt
ikap Áfr'kr gSA mUgsa vleHkk"kh cgqla[;d vkcknh ls lkaLd`frd pqukSrh fey jgh gS] tcfd
ckaXykns'kh eqlyekuksa ls mUgsa vius vfLrRo ij ladV utj vk jgk gSA

uCcs ds n'kd esa fgald cksMks vkanksyu bl nksgjh pqukSrh ls fuiVus dk Á;kl FkkA bl vkanksyu
ds dkj.k gh 1993 esa cksMks VsfjVksfj;y dkmafly dh vºZ Lok;Ÿkrk LFkkfir gqbZA gkykafd bl fgald
vkanksyu ls gkfly vfËkdka'k ykHk eqfLye leqnk; ds QSyko ls vc gkFk ls fQly x, gSaA ekSykuk
cn#Ìhu vtey ds usr̀Ro esa vf[ky Hkkjrh; la;q‰ yksdrkaf=d ekspkZ vky vle ekbukWfjVh LVwMsaV~l
;wfu;u vkSj vlfe;k ifj"kn ds mn; ds dkj.k cksMks&eqfLye Vdjko 'kq: gks x;kA ,vkb;wMh,Q
dh bl ekax ls ruko vkSj c<+ x;k fd cksMks VsfjVksfj;y dkmafly }kjk 'kkflr vfËkdka'k Hkkxksa esa
vc cksMks dk cgqer ugha jg tkus ds dkj.k bls Hkax dj fn;k tkuk pkfg,A fiNys lIrkg rRdkyhu
x̀gea=h ih- fpnacje us dgk Fkk fd vc vle esa fofHkUu leqnk;ksa ds yksx jg jgs gSaA bu lcdks
'kkafr ds lkFk jguk lh[kuk gksxkA mUgksaus lhek ij ckM+ yxkus vFkok voSËk ?kqliSB ds f[kykQ cuk,
x, ypj dkuwu esa la'kksËku ij ,d 'kCn ugha cksykA fnliqj esa cksMks leFkZu vkSj iwjs ns'k esa eqfLye
leFkZu dks ysdj nqfoËkkxzLr dkaxzsl ds ikl cksMks xqRFkh lqy>kus ds fy, vfËkd mik; ugha gSaA
vrhr esa Hkkjr ds mnkjoknh cqfºthoh rFkkdfFkr lkaÁnkf;d loky ij cgqr eq[kj Fks] [kklrkSj ij
vYila[;dksa dh ÁrkM+uk ijA vle esa fgald ?kVukvksa ij bl rcds us vk'p;Zpfdr djus okyh
pqIih vks<+ j[kh gSA blds dkj.k Li"V gSaA cgqla[;dksa dh dfFkr ccZjrk rFkk vYila[;dksa dh
detksjh dk fpjifjfpr QkewZyk ËkqcM+h vkSj dksdjk>kM+ esa fQV ugha cSBrkA vle esa cksMks tkfr
pkjkas rjQ ls f?kj xbZ gSA ;gka cksMks ,d vU; vYila[;d leqnk; dh lkaÁnkf;drk dk f'kdkj
gS] tks jk"V™h; Lrj ij viuh etcwrh dk ykHk {ks=h; Lrj ij mBk jgk gSA

2004 esa] tc 2001 dh tux.kuk esa vle esa tulkaf[;dh; cnyko n`f"Vxkspj gq, rks
[kqfQ;k foHkkx us viuk flj jsr esa Ëkalk fy;k vkSj lqfuf'pr fd;k fd bl eqÌs ij dksbZ lkFkZd
ppkZ u gksA ,d ckj fQj vle esa ;gh Áfÿ;k nksgjkbZ tk jgh gSA 1947 esa eqfLye Mjk&lgek
leqnk; FkkA 2012 esa Hkkjrh; iaFkfujis{krk us viuh tM+sa xgjh dj yh gSa vkSj mlus iafFkd
vYila[;dksa dh xfjek o jktuhfrd l'kf‰dj.k lqfuf'pr fd;k gSA gkykafd blls ,d leL;k
mBrh utj vk jgh gS fd vYila[;dksa dk l'kf‰dj.k dgha vU; yksxksa ds fy, vU;k;iw.kZ u
gks tk,A vle ds cksMks vYila[;dksa ds fy, iaFkfujis{k jktuhfr esa mudh igpku vkSj vfLrRo
dk ladV fufgr gSA  

(nSfud tkxj.k ls lkHkkj)
(ys[kd tkus&ekus LraHkdkj gSa)


