








have brought that energy and excite-
ment back to Michigan State University, 
Hillsdale College, and Calvin College.

Once students are introduced to 
ISI through reading groups, lectures, 
conferences, and debates, the best 
among them compete for spots in the 
ISI Honors Program. The hard work of 

the program team is highlighted by the 
new class of Honors Fellows. As more 
and more bright, ambitious students 
discover the ideas of a free society, they 
look forward to taking a week from 
their summer jobs and internships to 
pursue genuine liberal learning.

As one 2012–2013 Honors Fellow 
told us: “I expect the Honors Program 
to be the highlight of my summer. 

American exceptionalism would be a 
dirty word at Harvard—if it were ever 
uttered. I’m excited to give the subject 
deep consideration this summer and 
throughout the year.”

Weaver Fellows, Collegiate Network 
journalism fellows, and other young 
leaders are also profiled in these pages. 

Together with 
t h e  H o n o r s 
Fellows, they 
represent an 
annual class of 
one hundred 
or more highly 
motivated stu-
dents who will 
be the finished 
products of the 
Leadership for 

America’s Future campaign. They want 
nothing more than to move America 
to greater levels of freedom and pros-
perity. Thanks to your support, ISI is 
giving them the education necessary 
to accomplish that.

Each time I meet with one of these 
dynamic students, I am reminded of 
the crucial importance of our work—
work that you make possible. The most 

accomplished ISI alumni—presidents 
of think tanks, Supreme Court justices, 
attorneys general, and Silicon Valley 
captains of innovation—all joined by 
filling out a membership card. From 
the First Principles Pack, which intro-
duces students to the best principles of 
the American republic, to the Weaver 
Fellowships, which provide postgradu-
ate funding for liberty-loving future 
professors, ISI works each step of the 
way to inspire young people to discover, 
embrace, and advance the principles 
and virtues that make America free 
and prosperous.

All the young men and women 
featured in this issue should give us 
hope for the future of America. As the 
next generation of leaders, they are 
fully grounded in the wisdom of our 
Founding and a love of liberty.  
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	 Christopher Long
	  ISI President

ISI has distributed 7,500 
copies of The Road to Serfdom 

to students, and there is a 
great demand for more.
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After recruiting trips 
to Michigan and 
Oklahoma, Joseph 

Corey helped establish new 
student groups at schools 
including the University of 
Michigan, Michigan State, and 
the University of Oklahoma. 
At the University of Michigan, 
he addressed the group about  
F. A. Hayek’s critique of cen-
tral planning, and later he 
introduced the group’s members to the editors of the Michigan 
Review, a student publication that ISI’s Collegiate Network 
sponsors. 

Those recruiting efforts quickly paid dividends: Joseph 
organized two regional conferences—one at Michigan State 
on The American Cause, Russell Kirk’s invaluable intro-
duction to the political, economic, and moral principles on 
which our nation is built; the other at Pepperdine on Alexis 
de Tocqueville’s Democracy in America. He also arranged 
for Oral Roberts University to hear a talk on morality and 

markets by Acton Institute 
scholar Michael Miller. At 
Grand Valley State University 
in Michigan, more than five 
hundred people turned out to 
see Dinesh D’Souza, bestsell-
ing author of What’s So Great 
about Christianity, debate 
secularist Susan Jacoby on 
whether Christianity is good 
for American politics. 

In late April, Joseph orga-
nized a star-studded conference at Purdue University on 
the crucial issue of economic freedom. Titled “Inflating the 
Economic Crisis: The Fed, Fiat Money, and the Future of 
Economic Freedom,” the conference featured Ethics and 
Public Policy Institute visiting fellow Jeffrey Bell, who devel-
oped Ronald Reagan’s first proposals for federal tax and 
budget reduction; Thomas E. Woods Jr., bestselling author 
of Meltdown and editor of ISI’s Back on the Road to Serfdom; 
Cato Institute senior fellow Doug Bandow; and Professor 
Harry Veryser of the University of Detroit Mercy. 
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ISI’s Ambassadors
Consider just a few examples of the impact  
ISI’s regional program officers are making

Joseph Corey, Midwest





Like the other program 
officers, Chris Fisher has 
been a road warrior for 

ISI. On his trips throughout 
New England and New York, 
he has not only recruited new 
members and started student 
groups but also brought promi-
nent speakers to address ISI 
communities. At Yale he helped 
arrange ta lks by Harvard 
professor Harvey Mansfield 
and Weekly Standard editor 
William Kristol, a former ISI 
Weaver Fellow. At NYU he 
brought in Yeshiva University 
professor James Otteson, who 
received ISI’s Templeton Enterprise Award in 2007. Thanks 
to Chris’s efforts, Princeton and Harvard students heard 

from Creighton University pro-
fessor and First Things editor 
R. R. Reno, while Dartmouth 
students came out to see best-
selling author Dinesh D’Souza. 

Chris also took the lead on 
a student conference at ISI’s 
Wilmington, Delaware, cam-
pus—one that ISI hopes will 
be a model for many future 
conferences. Dedicated to the 
moral, political, and economic 
thought of Russell Kirk, the 
conference attracted college 
students from all over the 
Delaware Valley. Chris is cur-
rently planning an ISI sum-

mer school on the roots of intellectual conservatism that 
will feature works by Kirk, F. A. Hayek, and Robert Nisbet.

ISI’s newest addition to 
the regional staff is Emily 
Buck (see sidebar on page 

20). After a successful career 
recruiting conservative stu-
dents as an undergraduate at 
James Madison University, 
Emily joined ISI full-time to 
put her experience to work 
on many other campuses. She 
has hit the ground running. 
After spearheading ISI’s suc-
cessful recruiting efforts at the 
annual Conservative Political 
Action Conference (CPAC) in 
February, she headed out to 
the Pacific Northwest, starting new student groups at Seattle 
Pacific University, the University of Washington, and George 
Fox University. Emily’s visit to Seattle Pacific was particularly 
successful. She connected with several professors long affili-
ated with ISI, and together they are organizing a fall 2012 
conference on free-market environmentalism. 

Emily also organized a 
high-profile debate at Stanford 
University in which PayPal 
cofounder Peter Thiel and 
Wealth and Poverty author 
George Gilder discussed the 
prospects for technological 
and economic growth. (See 
sidebar on page 18.) Upon her 
return, she worked closely with 
a student group at Bucknell 
University to bring bestsell-
ing author David Horowitz to 
campus to speak on the cur-
rent state of academic freedom 
in the United States.

With the largest and perhaps most dynamic contingent 
of campus program officers in its history, ISI is poised to 
reach even greater heights of influence in identifying and 
educating the next generation of American leaders in the 
tradition of ordered liberty. These are exciting times at 
ISI.  

Emily Buck, West
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Chris Fisher, Northeast



















Remembering  
Charles Hoeflich 

(1914–2011)

Charles Hoeflich (right) with Supreme Court justice Samuel Alito at ISI’s fourth annual Dinner for Western Civilization

Charlie was one of the most admired figures in the bank-
ing industry as the longtime president of Univest Corp. of 
Pennsylvania. He was also a dedicated philanthropist. As Lee 
Edwards writes in Educating for Liberty, a history of ISI’s first 
half century, “Charles Hoeflich was a prime example of the 
humane, liberally educated businessman so often drawn to ISI. 
. . . Committed to giving back much of what he had received, 
Hoeflich founded several nonprofit organizations. . . . But his 

overriding commitment—almost a calling—was to ISI and 
its furtherance of Western civilization among the young.”

Members of the ISI family took time to share memories 
of a man who did so much for ISI and the cause of liberty.

Christopher Long, President, ISI
Charlie Hoeflich was ISI’s guardian angel for nearly sixty 
years. He was a powerful, quiet force, consulted almost daily 

Charles Hoeflich was with ISI from the beginning. A founding trustee, he served on ISI’s 
board from the 1950s until his death on November 28, 2011, at the age of ninety-seven. 
Through those nearly sixty years, Charlie was more than simply an adviser and a bene-

factor; he was also a dear and admired friend, a moral, financial, and practical guiding light to ISI 
and its leadership. In 2000, in recognition of his immeasurable contributions, ISI named its highest 
honor the Charles H. Hoeflich Lifetime Achievement Award.
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