
Waihopai Ploughshares Statement 
 

They shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift 
sword against nation; and there shall 
be no more training for war. Isaiah 2:4 

 
"This morning, 30 April 2008, we entered the Waihopai Spy Base near 
Blenheim. 
 
Our group, including a Dominican Priest, temporarily closed the base 
by padlocking the gates and proceeded to deflate one of the large 
domes covering two satellite dishes. 
 
At 6am we cut through three security fences surrounding the domes - 
these are armed with razor wire, infrared motion sensors and a high 
voltage electrified fence. Once inside we used sickles to cut one of the 
two 30-metre white domes, built a shrine and knelt in prayer to 
remember the people killed by United States military activity. 
 
We have financed our activities through personal savings, additional 
part-time employment and a small interest-free loan from one of our 
supporters. 
 
We are responding to the Bush administration’s admission that 
intelligence gathering is the most important tool in the so-called War 
on Terror. This war will have no end until citizens of the world refuse 
to let it continue. The ECHELON spy network including Waihopai, is 
an important part of the US government’s global spy network and we 
have come in the name of the Prince of Peace to close it down. 
 
The base is funded by New Zealand tax payers and located on New 
Zealand soil which makes New Zealand a target through our 
association with the UKUSA intelligence cooperation agreement" ... 
 

Want to know more? Go to www.ploughshares.org.nz for 
information about Ploughshares, and the Waihopai spy base 

- what it is, what it does, and what you can do about it! 
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